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The Christmas spirit is effusive throughout the Hill. Above, a house on Middleridge Drive 
is very colorful with multiple lights and decorations in a array of colors. More photos 
of the holiday displays on page 3.                                                 Photo by Jenny Kirchner

Printed on 40% 
minimum recycled 
newsprint.

See Insert.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

The Mountain Area 
Safety Taskforce de-
voted its primary 

focus during its quarterly 
meeting to the threat to 
local forests of the Goldspot-
ted oak borer.
 Third District Supervisor 
Jeff Stone included the oak 
borer in an ongoing emer-
gency declaration originally 
enacted for the bark beetle 
in 2002. He placed the issue 
on the Tuesday, Dec. 18, 
board of supervisors’ agen-
da. While the bark beetle 
problem was confi ned to the 
Hill, Stone’s Chief of Staff 
Verne Lauritzen stressed 
that the other four supervi-
sors must be educated on 
the damage the pest could 

MAST tackles GSOB
Public meeting scheduled for Jan. 19

do if it escapes the Third 
District.
 The Goldspotted oak 
borer was fi rst discovered 
last month in Idyllwild. At 
least one tree and some 
firewood that had been 
imported from San Di-
ego County confi rmed the 
presence of the destructive 
beetle on the Hill. While 
only one tree has been posi-
tively identifi ed, offi cials and 
scientists urged the MAST 
group to use the winter and 
early spring to prepare for 
possible further outbreaks 
in warmer months. 
 “We’re monitoring the 
sites more intensely this 
year,” said Dr. Tom Coleman, 
Forest Service entomologist. 
Coleman, lead GSOB scien-
tist, was the fi rst to identify 

See MAST, page 23

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

Lauren Salter, USA skel-
eton athlete, has just 
fi nished the fi rst half 

of her third season. In this 
time, she has already made 
the national development 
team, while being one of 
the youngest competing 
sliders.
 Her most recent competi-
tion was two weeks ago in 
Whistler, Canada, one of 
the sites of the 2010 Winter 
Olympics. This is one of the 
fastest and most treacherous 
tracks on the tour.
 “I’m still sore from my 
bruises,” she lamented. But 
Salter was happy to be in 
Idyllwild and visiting family. 
This is her fi rst trip home 
in two years, she said. 
 Lake Placid, N.Y., is home 
now to this aspiring Olym-

Salter continues to advance
pic athlete, but she hasn’t 
been there since late Octo-
ber. In only her third season, 
Salter has been all over 
North America participating 
in American Cup races.
 The team left New York 
for Park City, Utah, where 
they continued training. 
From there she and team-
mates drove to Calgary for 
November races, then back 
to Park City and then to 
Vancouver and Whistler.
 The skeleton, luge and 
bobsled are three winter 
sports where competitors 
ride a sled down a mile-long 
ice track. The walls are ice. 
All three sports involve skill, 
strength, and speed and are 
practiced by both men and 
women.
 Skeleton is a solo sport 
and racers lie face down and 
face forward on the sled. 
The luge competitors ride 

the sled feet fi rst and get a 
push start. Skeleton racers 
begin with a running start.
 At the Whistler track, 
where Salter fi nished fi fth, 
she attained speeds faster 
than 80 miles per hour. 
“This was a whole different 
experience,” she said. “Pretty 
awesome just going that 
speed.”
 This is the same track 
where Nodar Kumaritashvi-
li, a luge competitor, crashed 
and died during a training 
run on the fi rst day of the 
2010 Winter Olympics.
 But Salter says racing is 
becoming more natural for 
her. The technical aspects 
are becoming easier, she 
said. And skeleton athletes, 
just as in football, basketball 
and other big money sports, 
study the tapes too. 
 While practice slides may 

See Salter, page 12

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 Editor’s note: Dr. Raul 
Ruiz, our congressman-elect, 
participated in a telephone 
interview, Friday, Dec. 14, 
just weeks before he will 
be sworn into offi ce as the 
representative of California’s 
36th Congressional District, 
in which the Hill is located.
 We discussed the cam-
paign, in which he upset 
incumbent Mary Bono Mack, 
and his views and feelings 
about the fi rst few months 
of being a congressman.
 “This is still very surreal,” 
Ruiz said. “I won’t get used 

Raul Ruiz excited 
about new career 

and his district
to it until my offi cial swear-
ing-in.”

When did you de-
cide to challenge 
Rep. Mary Bono 

Mack? 
 Ruiz said he had been 
thinking about challeng-
ing Bono Mack for several 
months. 
 “While working in the 
community, I saw people 
struggling and then see-
ing her vote for legislation 
that undermines these ef-
forts,” he said. “My father 
said, ‘Never complain unless 
you’re willing to make the 

See Ruiz, page 22
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 Idyllwild this year Idyllwild last year
Date High Low M S High Low M S
12-10 60 32    na na   
12-11 58 30    na na   
12-12 55 29   58 28 .30 2
12-13 49 33 .61 .1 36 25 .02
12-14 37 28 .10 1 42 20  
12-15 41 28 .40 3 44 20 .01 .1
12-16 na na   na na  
 Moisture in inches Snow in inches
To date this season (Idy): 4.29 To date this sea son (Idy): 4.1
To date last season (Idy): 9.33 To date last season (Idy): 7.1
Total last season (Idy): 20.01 Total last season (Idy): 42.1
To date this season (PC): 8.01 To date this season (PC): 8.25
Total last season (PC): 22.06 Total last season (PC): 73.25

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and 
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m. 
at the Idyll wild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are 
measured by resident George Tate, also at 4 p.m. 
Moisture inches include all precipitation such as rain, 
melted hail and melted snow.
 Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill 
road conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet 
at http://www.idyllwildtowncrier.com or call Caltrans 
road update at 1-800-427-7623.

 Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
12/20 12/21 12/22 12/23 12/24

Idyllwild Weather
From the National Weather Service

59/32
Sunny.

62/38
Sunny.

60/35
Mostly sunny.

53/30
Chance of rain.

54/31
Chance of rain.

On upper Pine Crest, a short distance north of the Forest Service building.
Nursery care provided. For more information, call 659-4775.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight 
Celebration

You are warmly invited to join us on Monday at 
4:30 or 6:00 pm for an extra special

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 659-4775

IDYLLWILD BIBLE CHURCH

Advance Muffler
• MUFFLERS

• CONVERTERS

• HIGH PERFORMANCE

• EXHAUST

• 4” DIESEL SYSTEMS

X

Florida Ave.

Lyon Ave.P
al

m
 A

ve
.

Latham Ave.

Hemet Auto Care Plaza
(Behind Harbor Freight Tools)

1200 W. Florida Ave. Ste. YZ 
Hemet, CA 92543951.766.8843

Riverside County Fire, CAL FIRE Bautista Fire Crew 4, Idyllwild 
Fire, California Highway Patrol, Caltrans and Idyllwild Garage 
all responded to a traffi c collision Monday morning. According 
to CHP Offi cer Mike Murawski, at 8:45 a.m. a report came 
in of a solo vehicle traffi c collision on Highway 243. Edythe 
Belcher, 67, of San Clemente was traveling north on Highway 
243 near Stonewood Canyon Road in Pine Cove. Belcher hit a 
patch of ice, causing her to lose control, cross the highway and 
roll down an embankment approximately 200 feet landing on 
its roof. Belcher was trapped upside down in her son’s 2003 
Chevy Silverado for 45 minutes to an hour before Jody Muel-
ler, Caltrans supervisor, found her. Mueller noticed disturbed 
dirt on the side of the highway as she drove by and stopped to 
check it out. Belcher had minor injuries, including a leg lacera-
tion and Idyllwild Medic Truck 626 transported her to Desert 
Regional Medical Center. Photos by Jenny Kirchner

According to CHP Offi cer David Kling, at 2:20 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 15, Dan Slattery, 51, of Idyllwild was driving his 2004 
Toyota Tundra south on Highway 243 near Keenwild Forest 
Service Station when a vehicle traveling northbound crossed 
the double yellow line into southbound traffi c. Slattery swerved 
to avoid a head-on collision causing him to lose control, careen 
down an embankment, coming to a rest on the truck’s passen-
ger side. Slattery had minor injuries and was released at the 
scene.   Photo by Jenny Kirchner

Fire log

Hill fire stations re-
sponded to the following 
calls, Monday to Sunday, 
Dec. 10 to 16, 2012:

News of record  Dec. 14 — Dispatched 
and cancelled en route, 
Hig hway 243  a t  Dead 
Man’s Curve, Pine Cove.
 Dec. 15 —  Medica l 
aid, Highways 243 and 
74, Mountain Center.
 Dec. 15 —  Medica l 
aid, Tanglewood Street, 
Idyllwild.
 Dec. 16 — Dispatched 
and nothing found, High-
way 243, Pine Cove.
 Dec. 16 —  Medica l 
aid, Marion View Drive, 
Idyllwild.
 Dec. 16 — Medical aid, 
Saunders  Meadow and 
Highway 243, Idyllwild.
 Dec. 16 — Medical aid, 
Scenic Drive, Idyllwild.

 

Riverside County Fire, 
Pine Cove
 Dec. 10 — Traffic colli-
sion, Highway 74 and Mc-
Call Park Road, Mountain 
Center.
 Dec. 14 — Traffic col-
lision, Highway 243 and 
Stonewood Canyon Road, 
Pine Cove.
 Dec. 15 — Fire menace 
standby, Franklin Drive, 
Pine Cove.
 Dec. 15 — Traffic col-
lision, Highways 243 and 
74, Mountain Center.
 Dec. 16 — Traffic colli-
sion, highways 243 and 74, 
Mountain Center.
 Dec. 16 — Medical aid, 
Marion Ridge Drive, Pine 
Cove.

Idyllwild Fire Depart-
ment and Ambulance
 Dec. 11 — Smoke con-
trol, North Circle Drive and 
Highway 243, Idyllwild.
 Dec. 13 —  Walk- in 
medical aid.
 Dec. 14 — Medical aid, 
54300 block of Live Oak 
Lane, Idyllwild.

Riverside County Fire, 
Garner Valley

Dec. 10 — False alarm, 
Highway 74 at Pinyon Flat 
Transfer Station, Pinyon.
 Dec. 11 — Medical aid, 
52600 block of Highway 
74, Garner Valley.
 Dec. 13 — Traffic colli-
sion, Highways 74 and 371, 
Paradise Corner.
 Dec. 16 — Medical aid, 
35600 block of  Buttrfly 
Peak Road, Garner Valley. 

Riverside County Fire, 
Pinyon
 Report unavailable.

CHP log

 The resident post of the 
California Highway Patrol 
responded to the following 

calls from Sunday, Dec. 9 
to Monday, Dec. 17. This 
may not be a complete list 
of all responses:

 Dec. 9 — Solo injury 
collision, Highway 74, east 
of  Pinion Road, Pinyon 
Pines.
 Dec. 10 — Solo mo-
torcycle injury collision, 
Highway 74 west of Mc-
Call Park Road, Mountain 
Center.
 Dec. 14 — Solo nonin-
jury collision, Highway 243 
at Franklin Drive, Idyllwild. 
A Caltrans snowplow col-
lided with a parked car.

Sheriff’s log

 Log unavailable.

Breaking News: idyllwildtowncrier.com
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*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Payments based on 10,000 miles/year. Total due at signing includes Customer down payment, 
1st lease payment and may include $595 Acquisition Fee. Available through December 25, 2012.

Located in the Cathedral City Auto Center on Hwy 111 and Perez Road • 67-925 East Palm Canyon
(877) 778-3309  •  (760) 318-4700  •  palmspringssubaru.com

2013 SUBARU

FORESTER
                                2.5 X

• 4-speed Automatic 
   Transmission
• Subaru Boxer engine
• Symmetrical 
   All-Wheel Drive 

PER MONTH LEASE / 39 MONTHS /
   10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT 
  APR ON SELECT MODELS

$259
$1,999 Down Payment
  0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 259 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $2,853 Total due at lease signing 
(*plus tax & license)

Stock #: 237044
Vin #: DH411981

Model #: CFB

2013 SUBARU

OUTBACK
 2.5i Premium Package All Weather

Stock #: 237012
Vin #: D3205382

Model #: DDD

• Symmetrical All-Wheel 
Drive

• 30 MPG HWY
• 2012 IIHS Top Safety 

Pick
• Built in our zero 

landfi ll plantPER MONTH LEASE
39 MONTHS / 10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT
TAX & LICENSE

$299
$1,999 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 299 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $2,893 Total due at lease signing 
(*plus tax & license)

OUTBACK
Weather

• 2012 IIHS Top Safety 

• Built in our zer

39 MONTHS / 10,000 MILES PER YEAR

2013 SUBARU

IMPREZA
                            2.0i Premium

PER MONTH LEASE / 39 MONTHS /
   10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT 
  APR ON SELECT MODELS

$199
$2,999 Down Payment
  0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 199 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $3,793 Total due at lease signing 
(*plus tax & license)

• Symmetrical 
   All-Wheel Drive
• 36 mpg hwy
• 2012 IIHS 
   Top Safety Pick
     • Seven airbags  
        standard

Stock #: 237105
Vin #: DH009024

Model #: DJD

2013 SUBARU

LEGACY
2.5i Premium Package All Weather Stock #: 237002

Vin #: D3002257
Model #: DAD

• Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive
• 31 MPG HWY
• 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
• 2011 IIHS Top Safety Pick

PER MONTH LEASE
39 MONTHS / 10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT
TAX & LICENSE

$219
$1,999 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 219 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $2,813 Total due at lease signing 
(*plus tax & license)

Stock #: 237002
Vin #: D3002257

Model #: 

• 170-hp Subaru Boxer engin
• 2011 IIHS Top Safety Pick

39 MONTHS / 10,000 MILES PER YEAR

• Subaru Boxer engine
• Symmetrical 
   All-Wheel Drive 

bag and pad. If you haven’t used your tent in awhile try 
setting it up before you go and check all the poles and 
tapped seams. You may need to use some seam grip on 
the tapped seams if you haven’t used your tent very often. 
The tent poles are critical and you should always carry 
duct tape for emergency repairs.
 Sleeping bags should be stored in loose fi tting bags or 
hung up in the closet. Down bags in particular do not like 
to be left in their stuff sack for long periods of time.
 Check to be sure that you are not leaking insulation 
or feathers. Also check to be sure that your insulation is 
not “migrating” and leaving you with cold spots. Sleeping 
bags have baffl es to stop this from happening.
 If you are using an infl atable sleeping pad check for 
signs of delamination (the outer layer bubbling up or 
peeling) and always infl ate the pad and test it for leaks. 
You can get a repair kit to fi x small leaks; but if there 
are signs of wear and tear you may need a new pad.
 If any of the three sleeping system items above should 
fail, you could be in for a long, cold and wet night. You 
must be sure that whatever gear you chose is up to the 
task. For example, a three-season tent will not be a good 
pick for winter camping.
 Part two next week.

Systems failure — Part 1 …
 When it comes time to organize all the 
loose ends in your life, nothing works like 
a personal computer or smart phone. 
 The biggest fl aw of the computer age is 
when we rely on them exclusively to store all 
our information. When the inevitable happens and that 
unfortunate crash occurs, you better have a back-up or 
you can be in big trouble.
 This happened to me in November when my hard drive 
crashed. I lost more than 20 gigabytes of my photos.
 When the end came I could hear the computer voice 
from Star Trek television shows in my head. The female 
voice always repeating the phase “Systems failure in …” 
followed by a countdown. 
 I didn’t have a Mr. Spock or Commander Data to 
come to my rescue and fi x things in the nick of time. 
Consequently, I had to pay the price for the lack of a 
back-up plan. Luckily for me, I had a friend who could 
extract what was left from my hard drive.
 The situation isn’t that much different when it comes 
to outdoor gear. Sooner or later, you are bound to have 
gear that fails you when you need it most. The result can 
be anything between annoying, like a broken zipper or 
shoelace, to life-threatening like a leaky tent.
 If you plan to go hiking or backpacking during cold 
or wet weather, you need to make sure all your gear is 
in good working order. So here are a few things to look 
out for when you are planning on taking a hike.
 I have heard the term “hiking system” used by many of 
the Pacifi c Crest Trail hikers. Usually they break it down 
into sections like sleeping system, rain gear, footwear, 
cooking system and so on. You should always inspect 
everything before you set out on your hike.
 The sleeping system is made up of your tent, sleeping 

Outside Idyllwild
By Bruce Watts

our information. When the inevitable happens and that 

Sunday morning’s view of the rock from County Park.
Photo by Bruce Watts

A cabin across from Café Aroma on North Circle Dr.

Many Idyllwild businesses come to life at night with the 
holiday spirit.                                 Photos by Jenny Kirchner

Strange but true
Those who study such things say that chewing 

gum will reduce your recall ability by 10 percent. 
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OPTOMETRY

(951) 659-2020 • fax: (951) 659-3811
idyllwildeyecare.com
54425 North Circle Drive, Suite #1-2
HOURS: Monday 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.;
Wednesday 10 a.m. - noon; 
Friday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Saturday by appointment 

All Your Eye Wear Needs — All the Top Brands

Dr. Linsey 
Olivier

Board Certified 
Optometrist

Pine Cove Resident

We participate with VSP, Medicare, 
Medical Eye Services, EyeMed, IEHP, 
Davis and many other insurance plans 

— Call our office and let
us help you with your insurance

Eye examina� ons • Contact lenses(all types) • Treatment for eye 
injuries and infec� ons (Pink Eye) • Diabe� c eye health exams  

• Diagnosis and treatment of ocular disease •  Prescrip� on safety 
eye wear • Wide selec� on of frames and sunglasses

Serving our Community Since 1977

For more specials, visit our wesbite: IdyllwildPharmacy.com
(951) 659-2135 • 54391 Village Center Dr.

Store hours: Mon.-Sat. 9am-6pm; Sun. 9am-4pm
Pharmacy hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-6 pm; Sat. 10am-4pm 

Items limited to stock on hand. All sales fi nal. No refunds. Expires December 24, 2012

Serving our Community Since 1977Serving our Community Since 1977

Idyllwild 
Pharmacy

$1 
Christmas Deals

Many items to choose from!

Shop early before 
our inventory is gone

We have decorations, gifts, 
foods and more for only $1

Have a Merry Dollar 
Christmas!

A Great Massage at a 
Great “Try Me” Price.

KAREN GEORG
Certifi ed/Insured Massage Therapist

Poinsettias

at Florist in the Forest & Gallery
Mile Hi Plaza • 659-4143

First snow of winter season blankets Hill

Chris Titus was the big winner of the 2012 Snow Guessing 
Contest. Her winning guess of Dec. 14 was placed at Higher 
Grounds Coffee House. Seven other people guessed correctly 
at various locations thoughout town, and Titus’ name was 
drawn from a hat. The annual contest netted 563 separate 
guessed this year. Photo by James Larkin

Friday’s storm blanketed South Ridge creating a majestic 
backdrop from Lake Hemet. Photo by Careena Chase

The mountain in snow seen from the Fort on Sunday. 
Photos by Michael Freitas

Suicide Rock on a snowy and bleak day. Photo by Marshall Smith

The sun peaks around the snowy rock.
Photos by Jim Crandall

Saturday the sun shone brightly revealing a beautiful frozen crested 
ridge nesting Strawberry Valley and the town of Idyllwild.

Phtos by Careena Chase
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RV/TENT SITES • CABIN RENTALS
Swimming • Horseback riding 

Fishing • Recreational Activities 
Store • Cafe • WiFi 

Video Games • Entertainment
Certain amenities are seasonal

ANNUAL SITES • MONTHLY 
RATES • GROUP EVENTS 

(951)659-4137 
idmgr@equitylifestyle.com

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Idyllwild

America’s Finest Family Camping & RV Resort

HEMET VALLEY MORTUARY
Dignified • Caring • Professional

We own and operate our own crematory
• Complete Funeral Arrangements and Cremation Services

• Pre-Arrangement Counseling
• Out-Of-Town Arrangements
• Riverside National Cemetery

Finer Service At Lower Cost
403 N. San Jacinto St. (951) 658-4433 • Hemet, Calif. 92543

Lic.# FD 833 Matthew & Vicki McWane

Community calendar 
 For the Idyllwild Arts & 
Entertainment Calendar, see 
“On the Town,” on page 16.

Wednesday, Dec. 19
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion 
Post 800, 54360 Marion View 
Dr.
 • Town Crier News Meet-
ing, public welcome, 8:30 a.m., 
Oma’s, 54241 Ridgeview Dr.  
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
 • La Leche League, 10 a.m. 
Call 659-8321.
 • Garner Valley Book Club, 
10:30 a.m., Call 659-6049 for 
location.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous,  
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building). 
 • Community Church Guild, 
noon. Church, 54400 North 
Circle Dr.
   • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m.  Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.
 • AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild 
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest 
Ave.
 • Idyllwild Water District 
board meeting, 6 p.m. IWD 
board room, 25945 Hwy. 243.
 • Codependents Anonymous 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual 
Living Center, Church of Reli-
gious Science, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building).

Thursday, Dec. 20
 • IWD Special Meeting of 
the Personnel Committee, 8 
a.m. IWD board room, 25945 
Hwy. 243. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous wom-
en’s meeting (open), 9 a.m. 
Spiritual Living Center, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr., Contact Betty 
 • Women’s Bible Study, 10 
a.m.-noon. Chapel in the Pines 
Church office, 29430 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous,   
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.
 • Lake Hemet Municipal 
Water District meeting, 3 p.m. 
LHMWD office, 26385 Fair-
view Ave., Hemet.
 • Forest Folk, Movie “Christ-
mas Vacation,” 5:30 p.m., Town 
Hall, 25925 Cedar Street.
 • High Valleys Water Dis-

trict, 6 p.m. HVWD office, 
47781 Twin Pines Rd., Twin 
Pines.
 • Narcotics Anonymous, 
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the 
Courtyard Building).

Friday, Dec. 21
 • Fern Valley Water District 
board meeting, 9 a.m. FVWD 
board room, 55790 South Cir-
cle Dr.
 • Cancer Support Group for 
women and men, 9:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m., St. Hugh’s  Episco-
pal Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr., 
For information, call Deanna 
(951) 659-8104.
 • Idyllwild Play Group, 
10:30 a.m. Call Jenny Stepien 
at (760) 445-6325 or e-mail 
jennyleeslater@yahoo.com for 
information and location.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30 
p.m. Idyllwild Community 
Presbyterian Church, Manse 
Alcove, Fellowship Hall, 54400 
North Circle Dr.
 • Feeding America, 3 p.m., 
Chapel in the Pines, Mountain 
Center, distribution at the for-
mer Morning Sky School, on 
Hwy. 243.
 • Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ 
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meet-
ing 7-9 p.m. Former Morning 
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center. Child care 
available. Call 659-0097 for in-
formation.

Saturday, Dec. 22
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
7:30 p.m. Community Pres-
byterian Church, Fellowship 
Hall,  54400 North Circle Dr.

Sunday, Dec. 23
 • Peace Meditation Prac-
tice, 10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist 
Dharma Center, 53191 Moun-
tain View, Pine Cove. 
 • Occupy Idyllwild stand 
and discuss with the 99 percent. 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Town center 
at “Harmony” monument. Call 
Sue at (909) 228-6710
 • Alcoholics Anonymous 
Book Study (closed) meeting, 
noon, Idyllwild Water District, 
25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m., Ran-

cho Encino Mountain Club, 
45915 Orchard Road, Poppet 
Flat, across from CAL FIRE 
Station 6.
 • Teen Group, 1:30 p.m. 
Spiritual Living Center, Church 
of Religious Science, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard 
Building).
 • Spirit Mountain Retreat, 
Celebrate the 2012 Winter Sol-
stice, 4 to 5 p.m., with Local 
Color,  at the Caine Learning 
Center  54385 Pine Crest
 • Al-Anon “Mixed Nuts” 
open meeting, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Spiritual Living Center, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard 
Building).

Monday, Dec. 24
 • Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting (open), 9 
a.m. Spiritual Living Center, 
26120 Ridgeview Dr., Contact 
Betty, (619) 895-0934 for loca-
tion.

 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr. 
 • Idyllwild Community 
Meditation, meditation from  7 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Loft in 
the Courtyard Building, 26120 
Ridgeview Drive. Instruction 
and consultation available at 
6:30 p.m.. Call Valerie Kyoshin 
Velez at 659-5750 for informa-
tion.

Tuesday, Dec. 25
 • Alcoholics Anonymous 
Marathon Meetings, 8 a.m. to 
midnight, Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, 26120 Ridgeview Dr.,  Con-
tact information (562) 233-
3348
 • Valley Quilters Guild, 
9:30 a.m. 305 E. Devonshire, 
Hemet.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 

See Calendar, page 22

Christmas  
church services

 Offering an opportunity 
to pause for reflection and 
worship during the hustle 
of the holiday season, most 
of Idyllwild’s churches host 
special Christmas Eve and 
Christmas services. Sev-
eral feature special activities 
and entertainment, such as 
candle lighting, spiritual 
and seasonal music and a 
children’s Christmas play. 
 Here is a list of  the 
churches and Christmas 
Eve, Monday, Dec. 24, and 
Christmas Day, Tuesday, 
Dec. 25, events. 
 See the Church Directory 
on page 9 for the addresses 
of the churches.

Chapel in the Pines
 Christmas Eve Candle-

light Service, 5:30 p.m. 
(held at former Morning 
Sky School campus)

Community Presbyterian
 Caroling and Christmas 

Eve Service, 7 p.m.

Idyllwild Bible Church
 Christmas Eve Candle-

light Celebration, 4:30 
and 6 p.m.

Queen of Angels Catho-
lic

 Christmas Eve Caroling 
at 4 p.m. and Mass with 
Candle Light Service at  
4:30 p.m.

  Christmas Day Mass, 10 
a.m.

St. Hugh’s Episcopal
 Christmas Eve Caroling 

5 p.m.; soup and bread 
follows.

 Christmas Day, no ser-
vice.

Spiritual Living Center
 Christmas Eve Candle 

Lighting Service, 6:30 
p.m. (holiday music 
by Phyllis Curington-
Brown, Elaine Balkman 
Latimer, Barbara Rayliss, 
Bill Sheppard, John King 
and Melissa Maki). 

  Christmas Day, no ser-
vice.

 Bill Sanborn’s one-year term as president of the Hemet 
Unified School District ended earlier this month. Trustee 
Marilyn Forst is the new president and Paul Bakkom is 
the new vice president …

 Grace Lehman of Idyllwild was recently announced as 
an honorable mention winner in Family Travel Forum’s 
6th Annual Teen Travel Writing Scholarship Contest. 
Grace’s essay was titled “Paris is A Promise that Aches.” 
The contest received over 6,300 applicants and revealed 
the most outstanding work in teen travel writing …

 Bob Romano, of Fern Valley, attended the International 
Luxury Travel Marketing event, which just convened in 
Cannes, France, Dec. 3 to Dec. 6.  

 To get a listing in “Mountain folk,” visit www.towncrier.
com, click on “News” in the menu at the top and click on 
“Submit a news item,” or stop by and fill out a news form. 
 To get your birthday listed, e-mail itc@towncrier.com or 
call (951) 659-2145, with the month and day.

Mountain folk

The  new Moun-
tain Disaster 
Preparedness board 
gathers for their 
first meeting. Front 
row, Gigi Kramer 
and Mayor Max; 
middle from 
left, Annemarie 
Padula, Sherry 
Edwards and 
Chic Fojtik; and 
back row, from left, 
B.J. Brix, Mike 
Feyder, Bob Ed-
wards and Marty 
Krieger.
Photo by  

Marshall Smith
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How to get a letter pub lished
 The Town Cri er wel comes letters re flect ing all 
opin ions. Letters should be con cise and to the 
point. They should be no long er than 400 words. 
Let ters must be type writ ten, dou ble-spaced and in 
up per/low er case (not in all caps). Let ters must be 
signed (unless e-mailed) and must be iden ti fied 
with the writ er’s name, ad dress and weekday phone 
num ber. 
 Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be ac-
 cept ed. Letters of thanks are not ac cept ed. A special 
ad ver tis ing rate is avail able for thank-you letters. 
Political letters cost 10 cents per word.  
 We reserve the right to reject or edit let ters for 
length, taste, clar i ty or fre quen cy of sub mis sion. 
Only one letter per author within a 28-day period. 
Letters do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
Town Crier staff. Letters may be sub mit ted in 
person, by mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail 
(itc@towncrier.com).  

Readers 
write

Help the 
HELP Center
editor: 
 Supplies are lower than 
usual this year at the HELP 
Center. In the spirit of the 
holidays, we would like to 
encourage our neighbors 
on the Hill to join us in 
contributing generously to 
those who are in need. 
 The HELP Center par-
ticularly needs the follow-
ing: food, nonperishable, 
nonexpired, unopened 
personal care and hygiene 
items, clean and usable 
towels, warm socks, long 
underwear or thermals, 
hot drink cups, manual 
can openers, sleeping bags, 
tarps and tents.
 The HELP Center Thrift 
Store is also in need of 
warm clothing now, as well 
as clothing of  all kinds 
(especially men’s and chil-
dren’s), kitchenware and 
usable furniture.
 Physical donations may 
be dropped off at the HELP 
Center Thrift Store, 26330 
Highway 243 in Idyllwild 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
any day of the week.
 Monetar y donations 
may be mailed to the HELP 
Center at P.O. Box 660, 
Idyllwild, CA 92549. 
 The HELP Center is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
and from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., 
Tuesday to Friday. 
 If you have any ques-
tions, please call the HELP 
Center office at (951) 659-
2110.  
 Let’s comb through our 
cupboards, closets, and 
pantries and show this 
community how much we 
care.
 From the Idyllwild Con-
versations, including:

Tiki, 
Emily Heebner, 

Don & Louise Giger, 
Susan Hegarty, 

Patricia Seyfried, 
Avianna Jones, 

Richard Zaragoza, 
Reba Coulter, 

Francoise Frigola, 
Art Connor, 
Pat Ruffner, 
T.S. Bennett, 

Rick McKinney, 
Brandi & Jon Mills, 

Sabrina Verney, 
Mark Yardas and 

Mara Schoner
The Hill 

See Letters, page 9

How to reach us

Phone:
(951) 659-2145

or toll-free: 
1-888-535-6663

Fax: 
(951) 659-2071

E-mail: itc@towncrier.com
Website: idyllwildtowncrier.

com

When to reach us 

OFFICE HOURS
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.
Closed Weds., Sat. & Sun.    

DEADLINES MONDAY
News Items — 10 a.m. 
Classifi ed Ads — Noon 
Display Ads — Noon

u

Grace Reed 
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J.P. Crumrine
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Halie Johnson
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Marshall Smith
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Sandy Burns 

Classifi ed, Legal & 
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Shane Fender 
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Nancy Layton
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Wayne Parker
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Careena Chase
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Renate Caine • Jack Clark

 Mike Esnard • Chris Fisher   
Sally Hedberg 

Conor O’Farrell • RMRU
Dolores Sizer • Bob Smith
Dave Stith • Bruce Watts 

u

Please read your ad. 
We assume no responsibility 
for errors after fi rst insertion.

The IDYLLWILD TOWN 
CRIER (USPS 635260) is pub-
lished weekly for $29 per year 
in county and $33 per year out 
of county by the IDYLLWILD 
TOWN CRIER, P.O. Box 157, 
54295 Vil lage Center Dr., 
Idyllwild, CA 92549. Periodical 
postage paid at Idyllwild, CA. 
Send subscription and change 
of address requests to the 
above address. Please allow up 
to two weeks for requests to 
take effect.

POSTMASTER:
 Send address changes to 
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER, P.O. 
Box 157, Idyllwild, CA 92549.
 All contents of the Idyllwild 
Town Crier are copyrighted by 
the Idyllwild Town Crier. Per 
copy, 75 cents (tax included). 
Single mailing of newspaper, 
$2.50.
This newspaper is printed 

on recycled paper.

Mr. Funny Guy               by Chris Fisher

Holiday closings
 Hill businesses and institutions that will be 
closed Tuesday, Dec. 25, to observe the Christmas 
Day holiday:

 Area post offi ces  BBVA Compass Bank
 Fairway Market  Fern Creek Medical Center
 Idyllwild Library  Idyllwild Pharmacy
 Idyllwild Transfer Station  Mt. San Jacinto State Park

 These will be closed Monday-Tuesday, Dec. 
24-25, to observe the Christmas Eve and Day 
holidays:

 Hemet Unifi ed School District
 Idyllwild Health Center  Idyllwild Library 
 Idyllwild Water District  Pine Cove Water District 
 Riverside County offi ces  Town Crier
 U.S. Forest Service 
 
  These will be open:

 Country Farms Mountain Top Liquor
 Pine Cove Market Village Market

Initial thoughts
Listen to the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come …

 Well, we’re approaching the end of 
2012 and the beginning of a new year 
— 2013. As I mentioned last week, that’s 
just fodder for journalists to write com-
parisons.
 So I’d like to take you forward  as 
Charles Dickens did in “A Christmas 

Carol.” So I’ve called upon the “Ghost of Christmas 
Yet to Come” to be our guide.
 I’m motivated to take this brief future vacation be-
cause of the “Colorado River Basin Water Supply and 
Demand Study,” which Secretary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar released last week.
 Niether he nor the authors and analysts at the Bureau 
of Reclamation compare to Dickens, but their future 
also includes some frightening elements.
 The report acknowledges that the Colorado River 
is one of the most critical river basins in the country. 
Seven states, including Southern California, depend 
upon this water for their burgeoning population. Hy-
droelectric plants depend upon the river’s flow.
 So it’s important. But did you know that the river’s 
water has been fully apportioned? Unfortunately, the 
upper states have yet to use their legal portion and 
the total apportionment already exceeds the 100-year 
average flow.
 The projected supply and demand imbalance could 
be equivalent to the water for more than three mil-
lion households by 2060. Sounds like the federal bud-
get, spending more than available. But that’s another 
rant.
 The reason this sad situation bears your understand-
ing is Southern California is very dependent upon the 
river’s water. Cities such as Los Angeles and San Diego 
consume Colorado River water.
 So what? Again, you ask why should we care.
 Think HELP Center. Just as we try to help those who 
are unfortunatley in need, the Ghost of Christmas Yet 
to Come says those fellow Southern California residents 
near sea level may need help in the future. They’ll need, 
desire and crave water.
 Idyllwild has three water districts, four if we count 
the Lake Hemet Municipal Water District only a few 
miles south.
 They all have sufficient water for their current cus-
tomers and residents. And that water is in the ground, 
not in the Colorado River Basin.
 In fact, due to conservation efforts, the poor economy 
and a declining local population, consumers in all three 
local districts are projected to use the least amount of 
water in 10 years. Each district’s 2012 consumption will 
be about 20 percent less than the maximum in 2006 
or 2007.
 So the Hill sits on a limited resource whose value 
will continue to grow in the future. Again, you dismiss 
the import of this fact. So let me remind you of the 
Los Angeles water wars and expansion in the early 20th 
century. If you don’t like reading history and don’t 
want to repeat it, watch Roman Polanski’s 1974 film 
“Chinatown.”
 While I don’t think the report requires immediate 
reaction, I hope the local districts will consider what 
might happen to them in the future if the Hill is one 
of the few remaining sources of available water in 
southern California.
 Do we use it or lose it, protect it, hide it, or sell 
it? Are the three twigs stronger in a bundle than sepa-
rate?
 While the sky isn’t falling today, but like a chess 
game, the districts should be thinking a few moves 
ahead. 
 I’m sure the big city water honchos are.
 J.P., Editor

2012 and the beginning of a new year 
— 2013. As I mentioned last week, that’s 
just fodder for journalists to write com-
paris

Charles Dickens did in “A Christmas 

Jim Crandall
Underline
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Town talk 
By Dolores Sizer

What do you want for Christmas? And have 
you been naughty or nice?

Gina Lindsay
Retired

Idyllwild 
“Good health and I have 

been nice.”

Lois Budlong
Retired

Idyllwild
“Just moved back and want 
to be settled in. I have been 

very nice!”

Joan Bates
Registered nurse

Idyllwild
“I already got in my cabin 
in Pine Cove. I must have 

been nice, I got my Cabin.”

Judy Way
Fitness specialist

Idyllwild
“World peace because I have 

everything I want. You’ll 
have to ask my husband.”

Lanterns
 Gail Qi
 Owner

Door Beads
(951) 659-5066

LOCATED UPSTAIRS IN THE FORT
Clothing • King or Queen Size Korean Blankets

Lamps • Oriental Art • Gourmet Foods • Herbs • Import Gifts 

Reasonable 
Prices!

Forest Furniture Gallery
Art by 
Local Artists

Unique Gifts, 
Jewelry, Wood, 
Wall Art, 
Pottery, 
Rustic 
Furniture 
& Antiques

Open Friday - Monday • 54225 N. Circle Dr. “Upstairs in the Fort”
(714) 717-9447 • http://forestfurnituregallery.com

Overweight — an increasing health risk   
…
 As we approach the end of the year and we 
start to contemplate New Year’s resolutions we 
must remember that nothing is as important 
as preserving our health. 
 It is a foregone conclusion that despite 
important clinical and surgical developments 
offered by modern medicine most of what we can do to 
remain healthy are individual decisions related to our life-
style. 
 Avoidance of disorders relating to our lifestyle and be-
havior are extremely important to health preservation. The 
avoidance of tobacco, illegal drugs, and excessive alcohol 
consumption in addition to keeping an adequate diet and 
a suitable exercise program are the main elements for the 
maintenance of health. 
 In contrast to previous centuries when infectious diseases 
predominated, chronic diseases are now the most common 
causes of death in the U.S. 
 Obesity, which is now a major health concern, is respon-
sible for or aggravates the most common chronic diseases 
such as diabetes, arthritis, heart disease, stroke and even 
cancer.
 The frequency of diabetes is at an all-time high. This 
condition is the most common reason for kidney failure, 
responsible for most of the lower limb amputations and 
remains the leading cause of blindness in adults. 
 Under normal circumstances, body weight varies accord-
ing to many factors but the most important is our height. 
That is the reason why in most instances we use Body Mass 
Index (BMI), a combination of weight and height, to identify 
individuals overweight or at risk for becoming obese. 

We have placed on the Town Crier web site a BMI cal-
culator for those readers interested in knowing their BMI.  
 There are lots of misconceptions about obesity. Some of 
my favorites are:
 “Why should I bother, I’m grossly overweight, I will never 
be skinny.” The reality is that even a small weight loss of 
fi ve to ten percent will benefi t the obese person and lower 
the risk for chronic diseases.   
 “I can have that slice of pie tonight because I will take an 
extra walk tomorrow.” Well, plan for a very long walk. The 
classic portion of apple pie is about 415 calories. If you go 
“a la mode” you are adding 260 calories for a small scoop 
(1⁄2 cup) of vanilla ice cream. This brings that dessert to a 
grand total of 675 calories. You will have to jog almost six 
miles to burn those calories. 

See Health, page 22

Today’s Health Issues
By Alberto Manetta, M.D

Town Crier Holiday schedule
 Since Christmas and New Year’s Day are on Tuesday, the 
Town Crier will also be closed on Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Eve, Mondays, Dec. 24 and Dec. 31.
 Consequently, for those two weeks, the paper will be pub-
lished on Fridays, Dec. 28 and Jan. 4. The normal Thursday 
publication schedule will resume with the Jan. 10 issue.
 The Town Crier’s offi ce will be open Wednesdays, Dec. 
26 and Jan. 2.
 If advertisers have any questions, please contact Shane 

Fender at (951) 659-2145, or other questions may be directed 
to Sandy Burns (951) 659-2145.

Delivery time changes
 The Town Crier’s current printer went out of business. 
The new printer, in San Marcos, has a slightly different 
schedule. Newspapers will not be available on the Hill 
before noon on Wednesdays.
 The newsstands and post offi ce won’t receive papers 
until mid-afternoon on Wednesdays.

Newtown! …
 News of the Newtown massacre tragedy 
is everywhere. It’s the second largest school 
shooting in American history, but who’s 
keeping score? 
 Some, including former presidential can-
didate Mike Huckabee, say it’s the wrath of 
God for disallowing prayer in public schools; 
others say it’s the result of weak gun control regulation 
and then there’s the media’s frenzy to capitalize on other 
people’s pain in the race for higher ratings. I’ll throw 
my hat in the ring with my two-bit assessment. I think 
America needs to take long, honest look at itself in the 
mirror. 
 We are a culture that glorifi es violence. Violence has 
become our national pastime. How many movies have 
we seen where some lone hero with a special skill-set 
unleashes his unique brand of violence on the “bad guys” 
and against unbelievable odds emerges unscathed and 
victorious, leaving carnage is his wake. 
 There’s “The Expendables” and its sequel “The Ex-
pendables 2.” “Jack Reacher” has been released just in 
time for the holiday season, where Tom Cruise is billed 
as a “fearless vigilante-type hero, with nothing to lose, 
easily Cruise’s most badass role yet.” Let’s not forget “Zero 
Dark Thirty,” billed as “the greatest manhunt in human 
history,” glorifying the killing of Osama Bin Laden. 
 These are just few of the most recent offerings. How 
about some video game fare, “Street Fighter X-Mega 
Man”, “Call of Duty, Black Ops 2,” or my favorite little 
stocking stuffer, “MadWorld,” which asks the question, 
“What’s black and white and red all over? Your victims 
as they’re splattered against the wall after being skewered 
on a lamppost.” Again, just a few of the many titles that 
are available. 
 Don’t get me wrong, all of these entertainment gems 
clearly defi ne who the “good guys” are and what the “bad 
guys” have done to deserve the hero’s wrath. How easy 
and convenient to defi ne the world into “them” and “us,” 
us being the good guys and anyone else who isn’t one of 
us being the evil motherf*s who deserve to die. What a 
wholesome legacy to pass on to our children. 
 Then there is our “walk softly but carry a big stick” 
foreign policy. According to Forbes, in 2011, America spent 
$965 billion on defense and $880 billion on education, of 
which less than $40 billion was the federal government’s 
share. That’s 20 percent of our federal budget on defense 
and three percent on education. 

See Leash, page 30

Off the leash
By Conor O’Farrell

Doug Austin and Steve Espinosa presenting Steve Savage 
with his speaker Gift at an Idyllwild Rotary meeting.

Photo by Rick Foster

Jim Crandall
Underline

Jim Crandall
Underline
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By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 On Saturday, Dec. 15, 
the U.S. Forest Service con-
ducted its first bald eagle 
count of the winter. Local, 
federal and state biologists 
and volunteers participated 
in the count, which was 
around lakes in Southern 
California. 
 A total of four eagles 
(three adults and one ju-
venile) were observed at 
the area lakes during the 
one-hour count. 
 Two adults were ob-
served at Lake Hemet. 
 “It was really a good 
event,” said Anne Poo-
patanapong, biologist in 
the San Jacinto Ranger 
District. “The weather on 
Saturday was perfect. Other 
December events have been 
miserable due to weather. 
But everyone saw the birds 
instantly and the birds flew 
and hunted.”
 The other adult and 
the juvenile were seen at 
Lake Perris. No eagles were 
observed at Silverwood 
Lake. The counts at Big 
Bear and Lake Arrowhead 
were cancelled due to road 
conditions. 
 Juvenile eagles are dis-
tinguished by a brown head 
and tail; adults are recog-
nized by the famous white 

Counters see eagles at Lake Hemet

head and tail. It takes four 
to five years to acquire full 
adult coloration. Juvenile 
eagles are the same size as 
the adults. 
 “The two juveniles from 
this year’s nesting [at Lake 
Hemet] would be several 
months old now (maybe 9 
months),” Poopatanapong 
added in her email. “As-
suming they were hatched 
sometime end of March or 
early April.”
 The remaining bald eagle 
counts for this winter are 

scheduled for the following 
Saturday mornings: Jan. 12, 
Feb. 9, and March 9. No 
experience is needed. Sign-
ing up ahead of time is 
unnecessary – just show up 
at the designated time and 
location, dress warmly, bring 
binoculars and a watch. 
 Volunteers for the Lake 
Hemet count should plan 
on meeting at the Lake 
Hemet Grocery Store at 
8:30 a.m. for orientation. 
For more information, con-
tact Anne Poopatanapong, 

CD accounts subject to approval. Checking accounts subject to 
approval, which may include credit approval. Please refer to the Terms 
& Conditions (account disclosure) for each product or service for 
complete details. Additional terms may apply. Products, features, and 
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this special CD rate. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of 
11/1/2012. $500 minimum balance required to earn APY. Rates are 
subject to change. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Fees 
could reduce earnings on account. $2,500,000 maximum deposit. 
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as Time Deposits or TDs. CDs are FDIC insured up to applicable limits. 
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Dave Sandlin
(951) 659-3528

STUMP
GRINDING

Dr. Patricia James
Accepting New Patients

   Internal Medicine  
   & Primary Care

University Park Village 
36-921 Cook Street, Ste. 102 

Palm Desert, CA 92211 
Located on the corner of  
Cook and Gerald Ford

(760) 836-9066
ACCEPTING MEDICARE & MOST INSURANCES

Scheduling appointments now

Ten brave souls showed up at Lake Hemet early Saturday morn-
ing in the bitter cold for the first eagle count of 2012-13. The 
resident pair of bald eagles was sighted and the special treat 
of the morning was the viewing of the female eagle catching 
a fish for breakfast. Above, David Landeros of Menifee looks 
through a telescope at the female eagle perched in a pine across 
the lake; Anne Poopatanapong (second from the right) is the 
San Jacinto Ranger District wildlife biologist. She is accompanied 
by friend Sharon Dominey from Buena Park.

Photo by Careena Chase

biologist in the San Jacinto 
Ranger District, via email at 
apoopatanapong@fs.fed.us 
or call at (909) 382-2935. 
 If  you are in Garner 
Valley and want to see the 
resident pair, stop by the 
Forest Service’s Lake Hemet 
Day Use Area and just look 
across the lake. The birds 
are often flying overhead 
or sitting in trees above the 
picnic area. 
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

Audubon Society bird count

Ten American 
white pelicans 
were sighted 
at Lake Hemet 
Sunday during the 
Annual Audubon 
Bird Count.

Sunday Morning  
several enthusiastic 

birders gathered at Lake 
Hemet for the Annual 
Audubon Bird Count. 

Nearly 60 different 
species were counted at 

the lake. 
Photos by Careena Chase

This Coo-
per’s hawk 
was fanning 
its feathers 
providing 
a show as 
it  dries out 
between pe-
riods of  
lovely rain.

Photo by 

Doris Jean 

Lombard
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Chapel in the Pines Christian Fel low ship
 Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer. 

Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 10am 
plus Weekly Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038.

International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild First 3 Tuesdays., 5-7pm
659-5255 • On Hwy 243 at Morning Sky School in Mountain Center.

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school, 

10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m. 
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to 

the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

Idyllwild Bible Church
25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott. 
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship. 
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m. 

Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.

Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday 
Call Church Offi ce for Information. 659-4775

2 S
erv

ice
s

Churches and Spiritual 
Centers Directory  

of Idyllwild

Community Presbyterian Church
54400 N. Circle Dr.  659-2935 • Rev. Richard Olson

Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~ 

Child care available • Wednesday: Men's Breakfast – 6:15 a.m.

Spiritual Living Center
Idyllwild Religious Science

26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard Building) 659-3464.
Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;

Sunday ser vice, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.; 
Teen group, 1:30 p.m. Sundays.

Shiloh Christian Ministries
~ FULL GOSPEL ~

54960 Upper Pine Crest
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416

Sunday Worship 10 am - Thurs. 
Bible Study 7 pm

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561

Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi.

SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch.  Meditation 

instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info.   www.zmc.org

Queen of Angels Roman Cath o lic Church
54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA

Father Charles E. Miller
Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.; 
Sat. 4 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.; 

Confession: Sat. 3:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

St. Hugh’s
Rev. Gordon Scheible • Sunday Service, 10:00 am

Episcopal Church
An Anglican House of Prayer for all people

25525 Tahquitz Dr. (in Fern Valley off South Circle Dr.)
Phone (951) 659-4471

234234234

Idyllwild Vacation Rentals
From cozy cabins to luxurious mountain homes
www.idyllvacationrentals.com • 1-800-297-1410 • 54280 N. Circle Dr.

Alhatti Private Christian Resort
A private Christian setting • Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2066 • www.alhatti.com

The Bluebird Cottage Inn
on 3 ac. • www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com • Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2696

The Fireside Inn & Cabins • Fireplaces,     
TV/DVD players, pets welcome • 1-877-797-3473 
54540 North Circle Dr. • www.thefi reside-inn.com

Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals
Top Rated • Views • Creek • Pets • Spas • Fireplaces • Clean!
54300 N. Circle  Dr. • www.quietcreekinn.com • 800-450-6110

Check out our Lodging Directory 
Website at www.towncrier.com

54540 North Circle Dr. • 

Lodging
Directory of Idyll wild

Letters 
Continued from page 6

Firewood from 
other areas
Editor: 
 When we visited the 
Idyllwild campground from 
San Diego 13 years ago, we 
brought our fi rewood. 
 Thankfully, it wasn’t oak, 
but we had zero knowledge 
of the oak borer problem.  
There was no information 
to residents to not transport 
wood when we drove out of 
San Diego County.
 When I visited the dying 
oak grove in Descanso right 
after the Cedar Fire, I won-
dered what was killing the 
trees and falsely assumed it 
was the fi re. I lived in Poway 
at the time and no informa-
tion was being spread to that 
community which was not 
that far away.
 Yet, when there was a fruit 
fl y problem in the 1970s, ev-
ery home in an infected area 
in San Diego city received 
a fl yer stating to not move 
fruit out of the area. I guess 
when it comes to commercial 
grown produce, money is 
spent to educate people.
 Right now, I am frustrated 
that there is no sign at the 
foot of our Hill at Mountain 
Center stating do not bring 
in fi rewood to this area.
 How is a San Diego 
County resident to know?  
I checked with a family 
member in Chula Vista who 
watches the news every day 

and she knew nothing of the 
oak borer beetle.
 What is being done to 
educate the people in our 
town who don’t read the 
paper? Do the private and 
public campground websites 
have a notice?
 A notice posted at a camp-
ground to not bring in wood 
is too late. They need educa-
tion before they reach our 
area. If someone arrives with 
oak, do they know to put it 
in a heavy plastic bag and 
knot it shut?
 It was not surprising to 
me that the beetle has been 
found here, when the educa-
tion has been inadequate.
 I’ll never forget Descanso’s 
oak grove and truly saddened 
that could be our future here 
for our black oaks. A sign 
at the foot of the Hill in 
Mountain Center would be 
helpful.
 No, I haven’t contacted 
anyone with my idea, because 
I don’t have a clue whom to 
contact; thus, my letter. 

Merrie VonSeggern
Idyllwild 

 Editor’s note: After receiv-
ing Ms. VonSeggrern’s letter, 
we contacted Kevin Turner, the 
Goldspotted Oak Borer Pro-
gram Coordinator for the UC 
Cooperative Extension Offi ce 
at the University of California, 
Riverside, who provided the 
following sites with informa-
tion about activities addressing 
the Goldspotted oak borer’s 
California infestations.
 Readers may visit the 
following websites:

An adult letter to Santa
Editor: 
Twas the week before Christmas and all through 
the house
Nanci was wrapping gifts for her spouse

While he sat there thinking what should I get her
Is there something she wants more than another

Maybe a new blender or a great big old mop
Something she’ll use when not in her shop

Making those bright gifts for others she knows
Things like she sells in some of her shows

But soon it will come to me, the gift she’ll adore
If only I can fi nd time to go to the store 

Ben Killingsworth
Idyllwild 

 • GSOB.org
 • ucanr.org/sites/gsobinfo/
 • ucanr.edu/sites/oak_
range/
 •  Gold_Spotted_Oak_
Borer/
 •  c i s r . u c r . e d u / b l o g/
i n v a s i v e - s p e c i e s / c i s r -
goldspotted-oak-borer/
 • fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/
fo re s t -g ra s s landhea l th /
?cid=fsbdev3_046707
 • rivcoag.org/opencms/
quicklinks/GSOB.html
 • fi rewood.ca.gov 
 • dontmovefi rewood.org
 •  parks .ca.gov/?page_
id=26137
 There was no outreach 
for the Goldspotted oak borer 
before 2008 because no one 
knew that the insect was kill-
ing the trees in San Diego until 
Dr. Tom Coleman  made the 
discovery of its presence and 

associated it to the mortality. 
 The GSOB Steering Com-
mittee in San Diego was 
formed in late 2009 and a 
grant was awarded to provide 
funds for GSOB outreach, 
which began in earnest in 
2010.

The gopher did it
Editor: 
 On page 8 of the Nov. 
1 Town Crier issue, an ar-
ticle written by Marshall 
Smith appeared entitled 
“FVWD denies leak reim-
bursement.”
 I am Jim Brannan, re-
ferred to as James Brannan, 
or just Brannan in the article. 
I am the caretaker for the 
property under discussion, 
owned by Idyllwild faithfuls, 
David and Suzanne Horowitz 
for more than 35 years. 

 This water leak, which 
racked up a $13,695.80 bill, 
occurred on my watch. For 
this I take some responsibil-
ity. But, the writer of this 
article failed to mention a 
player who was really re-
sponsible for this accident. 
A small furry creature. Let’s 
call him Mr. Gopher. 
 During June, July, and 
August of 2012, I was re-
sponsible for the irrigation 
of the Horowitz property. 
This involved monitoring 
and servicing an irrigation 
system, and hand watering a 

number of shrubs and trees 
by garden hose. During heavy 
thunder showers in July, I did 
not walk the property for 14 
days because the hand water-
ing was not required. 
 During this period, Mr. 
Gopher decided to explore 
the inside of a valve box that 
controls an old irrigation 
system, buried beneath 4 
inches of tough soil. This box 
contains a 1/4 turn shut-off 
valve that feeds a PVC pipe, 
also buried and unknown to 
me, with a broken end. 

See Opinions, page 27

Jim Crandall
Underline

Jim Crandall
Underline
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By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 The Idyllwild Fire Com-
missioners re-elected Jean-
nine Charles-Stigall as pres-
ident, Dr. Charles “Chip” 
Schelly as vice president 
and Jerry Buchanan as sec-
retary of the commission. 
Fire Chief Patrick Reitz was 
appointed to be clerk of the 
board.
 Stigall was initially cho-
sen commission president 
in January 2010, but she 
resigned for health reasons 
the following November. 
But a year later, November 
2011, she was chosen as 
interim president until the 
next meeting when the new 
commissioners were seat-
ed. At the December 2011 
meeting, she was elected to 
a full one-year term to lead 
the fire district. 
 At the same meeting, 
Schelly was elected as the 
commission vice president 
and Buchanan as commis-
sion secretary. 

IFPD elects 2013 officers 
Talks future projects

 The commission devoted 
considerable time to discus-
sions of future projects. 

WNKI
 As the result of Rob-
ert McCullough’s resigna-
tion as manager of WNKI, 
Idyllwild’s emergency radio 
station (1610 AM), Chief 
Reitz reported that he and 
William Tell, president of 

the Mile High Radio Club, 
and officers of RACES (Ra-
dio Amateur Civil Emer-
gency Service), were dis-
cussing the station’s future 
management.
 The fire department 
has been soliciting public 
comments about when 
and how the station is 
used. “Everybody who has 
called wants WNKI to stay 

and they want it to serve 
in emergency conditions. 
It is not listened to for 
any other reason,” Reitz 
reported. 
 “We’re talking about 
who is best suited to handle 
WNKI,” Reitz said. “It is 
not just the broadcasting, 
but equipment, too.” Com-
missioner Pete Capparelli 
recommended RACES as 
“an obvious organization to 
take over management.”
 Tell, who attended the 
meeting, said the com-
munication organization 
was studying the issue and 
would discuss it at their 
January meeting.
 Reitz also indicated Cal-
trans would be contacted 
about restoring the high-
way signs advising mo-
torists to use the station 
during emergencies.
 The station’s Federal 
Communications Commis-
sion license is registered to 
IFPD, Reitz said. Currently, 
Rick Foster is managing the 
station for IFPD.

Rapid Rescue
 Commissioner Schelly 
also requested that a future 
agenda include establish-
ment of a rapid retrieval 
rescue unit to complement 
the Riverside Mountain 
Rescue Unit.
 “We have people and 
equipment who could ac-
cess injured people just 
outside our jurisdiction,” 
he said when suggesting 
the department consider a 
pilot project.
 Since RMRU is not de-
ployed until the Riverside 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment dispatches the unit, 
Schelly felt IFPD could ar-
rive at the scene sooner and 
make an initial assessment, 
which would aid the deci-
sion to dispatch RMRU. 
 “It’s something we do 
quite well — patient care,” 
he said.
 While Schelly was urging 
the IFPD unit to employ 
volunteers and reserves, 
Reitz said the department 
already has this capability 

within its career staff. He 
said the problem of deploy-
ing them results because of 
the lack of backup staff. 
 “What you’re taking 
about we can do, but not 
to the best of our ability 
because of budget,” he re-
plied. “It’s where we’re tak-
ing the department long-
term.” He will examine the 
issue and the commission 
will discuss it further at a 
future meeting.
 In other business, the 
commission approved a 
new contract with Com-
plete Bil l ing and Data 
Management, the existing 
contractor, for filing of 
medical billings. The new 
rate will be 14 percent of 
billings.
 The second December 
meeting, which would have 
been Christmas Day, was 
canceled and the next com-
mission meeting will be 
January 8. 
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

The Idyllwild Fire Commission’s 2013 officers are (from left) 
Vice President Dr. Charles “Chip” Schelly, President Jeannine 
Charles-Stigall and Secretary Jerry Buchanan.

Photo by J.P. Crumrine

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 Nearly 18 months after 
county authorization of 
an Idyllwild historic pres-
ervation district, the local 
commission may finally be 
appointed. In July 2011, the 
Riverside County Board of 
Supervisors passed Ordi-
nance 578.5, which created 
the district. 
 During the interim, too 
few volunteers stepped for-
ward to complete the five-
person board. That hurdle 
now seems past.
 Olivia Barnes of Third 
District Supervisor Jeff 
Stone’s legislative staff con-
firmed that the board for 
the Idyllwild Downtown 
Historic District now has 
five eligible applicants. The 
biggest stumbling block to 

Idyllwild Historic District inches forward slowly
seating the board had been 
the lack of five applicants, 
the number required for 
certifying the board. For 
many months, there had 
been either three or four 
applicants, but no fifth.
 Barnes confirmed all five 
live within the prescribed 
distance from the district 
and all have said they are 
still interested in serving.
 Barnes said she expects 
the appointment of  the 
historic district board will 
be placed on the board 
of supervisors’ calendar in 
January.
 The idea for an Idyllwild 
historic district was Stone’s. 
He began advocating it in 
2008 in response to ADA 
lawsuits brought against 
business owners in Julian 
and Alpine in San Diego 
County. A historic district 

provides businesses within 
the district some ADA com-
pliance flexibility, as well as 
less stringent requirements 
for mandated number of 
parking spaces per busi-
ness (important in Idyllwild 
where the grid is fixed and 
limited) and possible breaks 
on county property taxes if 
property owners reinvest tax 
dollars in building improve-
ments. District status also 
provides flexibility for code 
compliance.
 At the time he proposed 
a district, Stone noted that if 
county building codes were 
applied here as they are in 
the mostly newer parts of 
the county, the Idyllwild 
business district would in 
effect be closed down.
 The historic district de-
sign guidelines have been 
completed  for  severa l 

months and preliminarily 
approved. Once the local 
Idyllwild board is appointed 
in January, it will solicit 
community input on the 
guidelines and issue its ap-
proval, then forward ap-
proved guidelines to the 
planning department for 
final approval and adoption. 
At that point the Idyllwild 
Downtown Historic District 
will be up and running. 
 Its job will be to review 
and handle applications for 
changes to any building clas-
sified as a district resource. 
Within the board purview 
are changes in landscap-
ing, fencing, lighting, signs, 
roofs, windows, doors and 
siding and additions to any 
existing structures.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 Pressured by public con-
cerns over health and privacy 
issues, the California Public 
Utilities Commission previ-
ously required state public 
electricity providers to offer 
Smart Meter opt-out provi-
sions to its customers. Now 
the utilities are proposing to 
raise the opt-out charges. 
 In its preliminary findings 
issued in April of this year, 
the CPUC set interim fees for 
opting out. Those fees will 
be in effect until next spring, 
after which the CPUC could 
revise them after reviewing 
utilities’ actual expenses and 
costs for implementing the 
opt-out provisions.
 The state’s major utilities 
are requesting the CPUC 
grant higher opt-out charges 
for customers. The interim 
fees set in April by the CPUC 
were $75 to opt-out and 
$10 monthly, and for lower 
income customers, $10 to 
opt-out and $5 monthly. 
After reviewing its costs for 

CPUC hears public  
protests over Smart Meter 

opt-out provisions
facilitating opt-outs, SCE 
submitted new fee propos-
als to the CPUC of $98 for 
most customers with a $24 
monthly surcharge, accord-
ing to SCE spokesman David 
Song. For lower income cus-
tomers, SCE suggested $78 to 
opt-out and a $19 monthly 
surcharge. “Of course that’s 
not set,” said Song. “The ball 
is in CPUC’s court.”
 Smart Meters read and 
record electrical usage and 
then transmit that informa-
tion via electromagnetic 
waves to the utility. Electrical 
providers say this is more 
efficient, gives customers In-
ternet electrical usage moni-
toring tools, and saves on 
customer bills by obviating 
the need for meter readers. 
 Opponents cite alleged 
dangers to health by trans-
mission of electromagnetic 
waves through meters in-
stalled directly on a residence 
or aggregated together in 
banks in apartment and 
business complexes. They 
also cite privacy concerns 
that the meters constitute 

an unwarranted intrusion 
into customers private lives 
based on how the meters can 
monitor individuals’ electri-
cal usage 24 hours a day.
 In a series of five public 
comment meetings held 
throughout the mostly 
southern parts of the state 

(Bakersfield, Santa Barbara, 
Los Angeles, San Clemente 
and Santa Rosa), CPUC of-
ficials received public input 
on the Smart Meter issues. 
The sessions allow Southern 
California Edison (SCE) and 
Southern California Gas Co. 
customers to voice opposi-

tion to both the program 
and its fees. Public hearings 
began Dec. 13 in Bakersfield 
and concluded Dec. 20 in 
Santa Rosa.
 The question of whether 
a customer who has already 
had a Smart Meter installed 
could have it replace with 

an older analog meter (what 
SCE calls a Legacy Meter) is 
still an open question said 
Song.” All of these questions 
are still in CPUC proceed-
ings.”
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.
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By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

  Continuing what it be-
lieves has worked well, the 
Pine Cove Water District 
board of directors re-elected 
the officers that have headed 
the board for the past sev-
eral years — President Tom 
McCullough, Vice President 
Mike Esnard and Secretary 
Lou Padula. 
 McCullough is beginning 
his eighth year as president. 
He was first elected in De-
cember 2005. Esnard and 
Padula were elected two 
years later, in December 
2007.
 At the board’s Wednes-
day, Dec. 12 meeting, Gen-
eral Manager Jerry Holldber 
informed the board that the 
district’s immediate neigh-
bor, CAL FIRE Station 23, 
has expressed an interest 
in purchasing the district’s 
office building. Holldber 
said CAL FIRE is consider-
ing expanding its existing 
footprint, and PCWD’s of-
fice is contiguous to the fire 
department. 

Pine Cove re-elects officers
Talks sale of its building

 Board members observed 
that it would be a ques-
tion of whether an offer 
from CAL FIRE would be 
sufficient to allow the dis-
trict to adequately replace 
the current facility. Hol-
ldber stressed these discus-
sions are only preliminary. 
“They’re interested in at 
least talking about it,” Hol-
ldber said. “We would be 
working with CAL FIRE as 
a partner and as a public 
service.”
 As part of his report to 
the board, Holldber sum-
marized water production 
over the last 14 years (1999 
through 2012) and cross-
referenced production with 
declines in full-time resi-
dences. 
 From 1999 to 2012, pro-
duction declined from a 
high of 40.5 million gallons 
in 1999 to a projected 2012 
level of 31 million gallons. 
Full-time residences also 
declined during this period. 
In 2005, the district’s full-
time residential population 
peaked at 533 and has fallen 
to 407 as of December 2012, 

according to Holldber’s re-
port.
 Holldber complimented 
district customers on their 
water conservation efforts 
and said the district had 
no plans to go to Stage 1. 
“All our wells are holding 
up,” Holldber said. “We’ve 
using fewer gallons and not 
overtaxing anything. Static 
measuring well is down 
three feet, but still at 83 
feet.”
 Holldber also mentioned 
in his report that water loss 
percentages continue to be 
higher than he would prefer, 
and twice as high as in some 
years during the last decade 
(10 percent through end of 
November, 2012 compared 
to smaller losses in 2008 
— 4.3 percent and 4.6 per-
cent in 2001; 4.8 percent in 
2000 and 5 percent in 2003 
and 2007).
 Holldber and staff have 
conducted due diligence 
investigations, but short of 
hiring a leak-detection com-
pany, he could not explain 
the higher loss figure. Board 
President McCullough said 

that comparing the cost of 
producing the unaccounted 
for water with the cost of 
hiring a leak detection com-
pany, “It does not make a lot 
of sense to spend money to 
remedy the situation.” Mc-
Cullough calculated that an 
8 percent monthly water loss 
(November 2012) would 
cost the district about $100 
to produce the water.
 Holldber also submit-
ted a report detailing the 
cost of constructing the 
highway tanks adjacent to 
Highway 243. Those totaled 
nearly $80,000, with labor 
charges of $53,800 for a 
total of about $133,000. The 
money spent to complete 
the tank project, compared 
to the ability the highway 
tanks give the district to 
move water throughout its 
system, was a good choice 
and a sound investment, 
according to Holldber. The 
board, which had recently 
toured the now completed 
installation, agreed.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

WHO WILL BE THE FIRST BABY  
BORN IN 2012?

THE FIRST ARRIVAL OF THE NEW 
YEAR WILL WIN THESE PRIZES!

Country Farms
Hwy. 243

Gift Certificate

Idyllwild 
Right To Life

A Special Gift for the Baby

Town Crier
54295 Village Center Dr.
An 8”x10” Glossy Photo 

of the Baby

Café Aroma
54750 N. Circle Dr.

Gift Certificate

Fairway Market
Strawberry Creek Plaza

$25 Gift Certificate 
for the Family

Shane Fender –  
Town Crier Notary

54295 Village Center Dr.
Free Notary for  
Birth Certificate

The

First
BABY

OF

2013 Contest!

~ Contest Rules ~
1. The parents must 

reside full-time 
in Idyllwild, Pine 
Cove, Stone Creek, 
Mountain Center or 
Garner Valley (proof 
of residency must be 
shown).

2. Exact time of birth 
must be certified by 
the attending physi-
cian.

3. Notification of birth 
must be received at 
the Town Crier office 
no later than 10 a.m. 
on the next business 
day.

Mountain Footwear
Downstairs in the Fort
Slippers for the Baby

Wooley’s
54275 N. Circle Dr.

$24 Gift Certificate for the Baby

By Marshall 
Smith
Staff Reporter

 Laguna Beach 
had the Greeter. 
Idyllwild had, at 
least for a num-
ber of years, the 
Idyl lwild Look-
alikes, Gary Gla-
sheen and Bill Guy. 
The two, who many 
assumed are twins, 
are not even re-
lated. They just look alike.
 They do share some 
other traits though. They 
moved here about the same 
time — Gary in 2001 and 
Bill in 2002. They are both 
from the East Coast — 
Gary from New York and 
Bill from Virginia. Both 
are left-handed, middle 
sons and each has three 
sons. Both are service vet-
erans and both served in 
Idyllwild’s Rotary Club.  
 For years the smiling 
duo could be found giv-
ing out Christmas candy 
canes and Valentine’s Day 
candy kisses at the post 

Holiday reunion for  
the look-alikes

office. On St. Patrick’s Day, 
they graced the Town Crier 
pages encouraging readers 
to “Believe in Irish Magic 
all year long” (spoiler — 
Glasheen is actually Irish). 
Even though Guy moved 
from the Hill this year, the 
duo are reuniting for one 
more Christmas at the post 
office from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Friday, Dec. 21. 
 Reunited again for a 
Merry Christmas 2012, 
the Idyllwild twins, Gary 
Glasheen and Bill Guy.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.
 

Bill Guy (left) and Gary Glasheen, the 
Idyllwild look-alikes. 

Photo courtesy of Gary Glasheen
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Town Hall Youth 
Basketball
 Town Hall Sports Coordinator Jeremy 
Teeguarden reported on youth basketball 
for both the College League (kindergarten 
through third-grade) and the Pro League 
(third- through sixth-grade) for the week 
of Dec. 10.
  
College League (Kindergarten through 
third-grade) 
 The College League (grades K-3) started 
its season  with two games Friday, Dec. 14. 
 The fi rst game was between the Gastrog-
nome Broncos and the Pacifi c Slope Tree Co. 
Bulldogs. From the opening tip-off, the game 
was close. The teams played great defense 
and traded baskets. The Bulldogs led 6-4 at 
halftime as Reese Whitney scored all four 
points for the Broncos, who fought back in 
the second half as Layton Teeguarden scored 
four of his six points. The Bulldogs broke a 
10-10 tie late in the game and held on to 
win the game 12-10.
 The second game saw the Wooley’s Wild-
cats meet the Blue Bird Inn Jayhawks. Cody 
Fogle played great, scoring 12 points to lead 
the Wildcats. Breanna Sheppard led the 
shorthanded Jayhawks with fi ve points. The 
Wildcats pulled away in the second quarter 
and went on to win 16-5. 

Pro League (Third- through sixth-grade)
 Thursday night, Dec. 13, the Town Crier 
Cavs took on the Suburban Heat in the fi rst 
game of the season for the Pro League (grades 
3 through 6). The game was a defensive battle 
at the beginning as the Heat were held to 
fi ve points while holding the Cavs scoreless 
in the fi rst half. The Cavs opened the second 
half scoring on their fi rst possession and 
didn’t look back. Shelby Reed scored four 

points for the Cavs as they tied the game 
at the end of the third quarter. Zach Gray 
played outstanding defense for the Heat the 
entire game but the Cavs kept rolling in the 
fourth quarter and went on to win 14-8. 
 The second game Thursday pitted the 
Idyllwild Arts Clippers and the Fairway 
Market Lakers. The Clippers jumped out 
to an early lead as Fernando Garcia scored 
all six of his points in the fi rst quarter. The 
Lakers stayed close in the fi rst half and then 
broke the game open in the second half as 
Stephan Carman scored 5 points in the 
third quarter. The Lakers went on to win 
23-16.
 On Friday night, the fi rst Pro League game 
was between the Fairway Market Lakers and 
the Suburban Heat. The Heat played great 
defense the whole game and Jake Mabery, 
with 22 points, scored almost at will, includ-
ing a half-court shot at the buzzer to end 
the third quarter. The Heat had the lead 
the whole game but the Lakers stayed close 
and trailed by just a basket with seconds 
left. Isaiah Carmen got a rebound and put 
it back in as the buzzer went off to tie the 
game. The teams traded a basket in the fi rst 
overtime and then neither team scored in 
the second overtime as the teams ended in 
a tie, 25-25.
 Teams can play two overtimes and then 
the game must be stopped because there are 
other games scheduled immediately after.
 The last game of the night matched the 
Town Crier Cavs and the Idyllwild Arts Clip-
pers. The Clippers ran out to an early lead 
as Chayton Kenyon scored four of his 11 
points in the fi rst quarter. Ben Tiso scored 
eight points in the game including four in 
the second quarter to tie the game at half-
time. The teams stayed close the whole game 
but the Clippers got a couple of key baskets 
toward the end and held on to win 20-16.

Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Monday 9am-6pm

A.L.P EQUIPMENT
BACKHOE SERVICE

Diane O’Neil
Owner ~ Operator
Serving Mountain Center 
and other mountain areas

(951) 659-6450

Lauren Salter, with 
several of her skeleton 
race medals, is on the 
USA national skeleton 
development team.
Photo by J.P. Crumrine

For those who can help 
Lauren, here is how:

 • To contribute online, go to USBSF Athlete 
Training Fund at www.teamusa.org/USA-Bobsled-and-
Skeleton-Federation/Resources/For-Athletes/Athlete-
Training-Fund/Donate-Online.aspx

 • To mail a check, please make it payable to “USBSF 
– Athlete Training Fund” and send to the following 
address: Attn: Shannon Nelson, U.S. Bobsled & 
Skeleton Federation, 1631 Mesa Ave., Copper Building, 
Suite A, Colorado Springs, CO 80906.

 Please include a brief note and identify the 
contribution for Lauren Salter. 
 Donations or sponsorships of $1,000 or more will 
get their name or company logo on Salter’s sled or 
helmet for the 2nd half of the 2012-2013 sliding 
season.

Salter
Continued from page 1

take two to three hours a day, 
most of that time is waiting 
and watching teammates. The 
actual slide time is less than 
three minutes a day. But her 
coach tapes runs and has 
the team study the tapes, 
particularly the tougher turns 
for hours a day.
 And then she has to have 
time for workouts, including 
weightlifting. Time must also 
be allocated for equipment 
maintenance. This includes 
polishing the sled’s runners 
to minimize friction on the 
ice.
 “We look at our entrance 
and exit of each turn,” she 
said. “We have to learn 
quickly, especially at Whis-
tler, which is the Canadians’ 
home track.” 
 While she has done well in 
these international competi-

tions, Salter said the second 
half of the season is still un-
determined. “The coaches like 
to shuffl e people and haven’t 
made a decision,” she said. 
 But she is feeling confi dent 
having been in four races 
this year, her fi rst in regular 
international competitions. 
And she was asked to make 
all the runs at Whistler, where 
injuries are common, but 

her coaches believe she is a 
responsible slider. Most of her 
teammates have seven to eight 
years of skeleton experience.
 “I didn’t believe the coach-
es when they said, ‘It’s a sport 
of time.’ That means racing 
and learning about all the 
tracks,” she said.
 After the last 2012-13 
American Cup race in March, 
Salter will begin training and 
preparation again for the 
2013-14 season. She spends 
the summer in Lake Placid, 
running, training, working 
out, studying and trying to 
earn money to allow her to 
achieve her Olympic goal.
 “Being an Olympic hope-
ful is pretty wild,” she said. 
“I didn’t think about until I 
was racing and on the stand 
and saw the USA signs. It 
was not just me, but for my 
country.”
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

Sports

Jim Crandall
Underline
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HELP Center and Thrift Store Newsletter
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26330 Highway 243 • P.O. Box 660 • (951) 659-2110

HELP Center Hours:
Monday Closed 

(available for emer-
gencies only)

Tuesday – Friday 
9 a.m. – Noon 

& 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 

Closed

Thrift Store Hours:
7 Days a Week 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

(951) 659-3000
Donations are always welcome!

Don’t forget to ask for a receipt for your 
donations. They may be tax deductible.

951-659-2744
Cell 951-233-9648

PO Box 3010, Idyllwild, CA 92549

athyK alkinH
Reverend

Interfaith & Non-Denominational Weddings

Olde English 
Theatre

 Idyllwild, California

We are always 
looking for 
new spon-

sors for this 
newsletter. 

Please contact 
Karen at the 

HELP Center or 
Grace at the 

Town Crier for 
more info.

We are building a fi ne base of monthly 
contributors to help with our funding. 

It’s easy to do through our new website 
or in person at the HELP Center offi ce.

idyllwildhelpcenter.org

Hello All and Happy Holidays,
 This is a very exciting and gratifying time of the year 
for all of us at the HELP Center. We have the joy of 
making hundreds of Idyllwild’s children and their families 
happy, and there is nothing that feels better than that. We 
are very proud of Idyllwild for coming forward with gifts 
of toys, clothing, household items and fi nancial donations 
to make it all happen.
 There are many organizations and individuals who have 
contributed to make this possible. Here are just a sample: 
The Idyllwild Bible Church for supporting many children 
with gifts in celebration of the holidays, The Idyllwild 
Community Presbyterian Church for all the hams and gift 
certifi cates for our HELP Center families; Steve Holldber, 
owner of Idyllwild Heating & Cooling, for his truck and 
driver who picked up and delivered tons of toys to us; the 
Idyllwild Quilters for adopting four families this holiday 
and donating numerous quilts to our client families; the 
Pine Cove Property Owners Association for accommodating 
families with holiday gifts, the Idyllwild Garden Club for 
outfi tting a family, our Water Angel and his wonderful wife 
for making sure every child has a present, the Soroptimist 
Train of Love, BBVA Compass and Fairway for letting us 
put up the trees and all the Angels for taking tags from 
our Christmas trees and helping our families share in the 
joy of the season, Soboba Foundation, Mark Spehar of 
CAL FIRE Spark of Love, and Kim Crandall for Santa.
 Individuals held food drives outside of Fairway, fi nan-
cial donations were made and the Thrift Store has been 

very busy with donations and purchases. The Wonderful 
Woodies continue to cut wood on Fridays for our clients 
and it goes out almost as quickly as the wood gets piled 
up. Thank you all, as well as everyone else who helps keep 
us going throughout this season and the year.
 While all the excitement is going on, we continue to 
search for new funding sources, grants and endowments 
to assure the continuity of the HELP Center’s services for 
years to come. As you know, federal, state and county grants 
are less available and we have become more dependent on 
individual donations. This town is great, and we continue 
to plug along in our quest.
 Our UNEVENT fundraiser mailer is doing well and 
we’ll draw the winner of the Café Aroma gift certifi cate 
on Jan 2. So, you have a couple of weeks to get your 
donations mailed in. Thank you for your support with 
this program. And thank you to Mark Biley for his great 
graphic art work on the invitations. The donation of his 
time for the creation of the mailer is most appreciated. It 
feels good when talented and caring people want to help 
us succeed in accomplishing our mission.
 Our next newsletter will appear in January 2013. We’ll 
give you a rundown of some of our accomplishments in 
2012, most of which would not have been possible without 
all of your help.
 Happy Holidays and a wonderful New Year ahead.
 Thanks again.
 Lou Bacher

Board President

eric townsend construction co.
BEAUTIFUL REDWOOD DECKS

STATE LICENSE #361734    (951) 659-5152    ESTABLISHED 1978
VISIT US AT    www.erictownsendconstruction.com

54295 North Circle Drive
(951) 659-2125, Ext. 17

1-800-760-2816
www.idyllwildproperty.com

steve@idyllwildproperty.com

STEVE TAYLOR
REALTOR® Associate
Cell: (951) 288-1945

DRE# 01257191

DRE# 01367581
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If our competitors are willing to match our price, 
why were you not getting their best possible price for 

being their good customer for as long as you purchased 
their propane and services?

WE TREAT YOU AS OUR BEST CUSTOMER EVER!
(951) 925-2163

3308 West Florida Ave. Hemet, CA 92545

Diamond Valley Union 76

If our competitors are willing to match our price, If our competitors are willing to match our price, 

$239 per gallon
• No Regulatory Fee
• No Diesel Surcharge
• No Junk Fees

FERN CREEK MEDICAL CENTER
Family Practice, Cardiology, Pediatric Medicine, 
Endocrinology & Therapeutic Lifestyle Medicine

Open 6 days a week
(available after hours & Sundays for emergencies)

951-659-9912
Located at 54910 Pine Crest Ave. 

at Fern Valley Corners in Idyllwild.

Roby Gray
Construction Co.

P.O. Box 3227
Idyllwild, CA 92549

SLB 586585

General Contractor
Fine Home Building • Remodels

 Decks • Additions • Doors • Windows

(951) 659-3307

Est. 1990

HEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCEHEMET FENCE CO.
Serving Idyllwild for over 30 years

Residential - Commercial
All Types of Fencing 

Including:
Chain link, Wood, Vinyl and Iron

Wide Variety of On-Site Materials
Available for Do-It-Yourselfers

Family owned
  business dedicated to 
  quality and customer service

                    Lic. # 91546

Call Today 951.926.8148
e-mail: hemetfence@yahoo.com
25959 Juniper Flats Rd., Homeland

FREE

ESTIMATES

Maybe your new year’s resolutions 
should include helping your dog  
become a better family member! 

Positive Reinforcement Dog Training 
now in Pine Cove 

Enroll today, begin classes this week 
 

Janice Murasko, certified trainer 
KPA CTP    APDT 

951-663-6642   mtpawly.com 

Idyllwild Chevron’s front line (from left) Pam Sheppard, 
Justin Lehr and Brennen Priefer play aggressively against 
Forest Lumber, who won Wednesday night.

Photos by Jenny Kirchner

Town Hall Adult Volleyball
 Town Hall Sports Coordinator Jeremy Teeguarden 
reported on Town Hall Adult volleyball for the week of 
Dec. 10. 
 On Monday Dec. 10, Idyllwild Garage played Idyllwild 
Inn. These two teams have combined to win the past 
fi ve championships. 
 Idyllwild Garage jumped out early as Kirsten Torrez 
had some terrifi c bumps to help her team win the fi rst 
two games. Idyllwild Inn won the third game with some 
great setting from Misty Hitchcock. Then the Garage 
recovered and won the next game and the match (25-19, 
25-16, 22-25, 25-18).
 Tuesday’s game 
was between the 
Red Kettle and Sil-
ver Pines Lodge. 
Silver Pines, the 
more experienced 
t e a m ,  l e d  t h e 
whole way as Ju-
lie Fogle played 
great. Bo Dagnell 

Sports
hit well for the Red Kettle, but Silver Pines was too 
tough and won the match in three games (25-16, 25-19, 
25-18).
 On Wednesday, Forest Lumber took on Idyllwild 
Chevron. Forest Lumber played outstanding defense the 
whole match. Michelle Adler played great, she tracked 
down shot after shot. Jayden Emerson played great for 
Chevron hustling all over the court. Forest Lumber won 
the match in three games (25-22, 25-19, 32-30).
 The week’s fi nal game pitted Silver Pines Lodge against 
Idyllwild Inn. Silver Pines took control in the fi rst game 
as Chris Fogle set up his hitters very well. Idyllwild Inn’s 
Jason Sonnier hustled all over and had some nice hits. 
But Silver Pines Lodge won the match in four games 
(25-12, 24-26, 25-18, 25-15).

Volleyball Standings

Team  Wins Losses
Silver Pines   3 0
Forest Lumber  2 0
Idyllwild Garage  2 1
Idyllwild Chevron   1 2
Red Kettle  0 2
Idyllwild Inn  0 3

 Send sports reports about locals to itc@towncrier.com 
or drop them off at the Town Crier by 10 a.m. Mondays. 
Photos are also welcome. If sending by email, resolution 
must be at least 300 dpi.

Jeff Adams (right) 
bumps the ball 
over his team-

mates toward the 
net.
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>> Real Estate is our most popular online section. Buyers fi nd current real estate listings and connect with local agents. 
Sellers make their properties visible to thousands of potential buyers. Call Grace Reed or Shane Fender for info at 659-2145.

Linda Allen
“The Road Runner of Real Estate”

Idyllwild Realty
Log Cabin Offi ce

54230 North Circle Dr.
In the § of town

(951) 452-9327

MLS

Call me!

DRE#01367581

DRE#00635295

Cell: (951) 288-5604
dora@lovethehill.com
www.lovethehill.com

DORA DILLMAN
Realtor-Associate
DRE#01436174

DRE#01367581

For Your Real Estate Needs 

Jackie Wagner
Broker-Associate

DRE 01208009
951-315-6099 Cell

951-659-3425 Offi ce
951-659-0180 Fax

magicmountain1@verizon.net

For Your Real Estate Needs 
W

Village Center Offi ce
54274 North Circle Offi ce

Idyllwild, CA 92549

DRE 01367581

54295 North Circle Drive
(951) 659-2125, Ext. 17

1-800-760-2816
www.idyllwildproperty.com

steve@idyllwildproperty.com

STEVE TAYLOR
REALTOR® Associate

DRE# 01257191
Cell: (951) 288-1945

DRE# 01367581

Real Estate

Golf
 Jim Crandall, Palms to Pines Golf Association handicap 
chair, provided this report about the Friday, Dec. 14, golf 
tournament.
 The club held its regular monthly tournament on the 
Morongo Tukwet Canyon Legends Course in Beaumont  
 While Idyllwild was hidden under its fi rst snowfall 
of the year, clouds and cold winds were the rule of the 
day in Beaumont, where temperatures were in the chilly 
40s.
 The course was wet from recent rains, but otherwise 
in good shape. 

Les Widerynski (course handicap 17) took fi rst place 
with a net 71, John Brower (9) and Bill Sanborn (27) 
tied for second with net 72s, Gary Leong (15) came in 
fourth with a net 74, and Dan Slattery (26) rounded out 
the top fi ve with a net 75.
 In the four closest-to-the-pin contests, John LoGiudice 
won on holes number 4 and 12, Bruce Marley won on 
hole 8, and Leong won on hole 17.
 On another note, 2011-12 club champion Chuck Alkire, 
who was scheduled to play in the Southern California 
Tournament of Club Champions on Dec. 10, couldn’t 
make it because he suffered semi-minor injuries in an 
off-road accident.
  
 Here are the current point standings for the 2012-2013 
season.

 Place Golfer Points 
 1 Bill Sanborn 17.08
 2 Les Widerynski 15.5 
 3 Dan Slattery 11
 4 John LoGiudice 9.5 
 5 John Brower 8.5
 6 Pete Capparelli 8.33 
 7 Mike Feyder 6.08 
 8 Gary Leong 5.25
 9 Robert Priefer 4.5
 10 Jim Crandall 4.25
 11 Scott Schroeder 4
 12 Bob Stearns 3.5

Sports
 13 tied Chris Kramer 3
  George Kretsinger 3
 15 Gary Brown 2.5
 16 Lee Lanfried 2
 17 Bill Ragland 1.5 
 18 tied Chuck Alkire 1
  John McAndrews 1
  Wayne Sleme 1
 21 Bruce Marley 0.5

Points are awarded at each tournament as follows: fi rst 
place, 6 points; second place, 4 points; third place, 3 points; 
fourth place, 2 points; fi fth place, 1 point. In addition, 
one-half point is awarded to everyone who participates.

The top eight-point finishers of the year go into 
match-play playoffs for the club championship in August, 
September and October. A member has to compete in at 
least fi ve regular season tournaments and have a handicap 
no greater than 24.4 in order to qualify for the playoffs.
 The club is a member of the Southern California Golf 
Association and is sanctioned to establish SCGA handicaps 
for members.
  If you are interested in joining the club or playing as a 
guest, please contact Crandall at jim.crandall@verizon.net 
or (951) 265-5732, or Pete Capparelli at pete@capparelli.
com or (951) 452-5552.

Thought for the day
 “To be sure of hitting the target, shoot fi rst. And, 

whatever you hit, call it the target.” 

— Ashleigh Brilliant.

During Town Hall youth basketball, Layton Teeguarden
(center) playing for the Broncos dribbles down the court against 
the Bulldogs on Friday night at Idyllwild School.

The Heat (black) played the Lakers (yellow) who won Friday 
night at Idyllwild School. Photos by Jenny Kirchner

Strange but true
 An ostrich can run just as fast as a racehorse. 
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Catering services available for weddings, private parties, etc. 
Contact us for more information.

idyllawhilewineshoppebistro.com
54245 N. Circle Drive ~ C8 • 951~659~WINE (9463)

Live Music
Lenny Hansell, Wednesday, Dec. 19, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Bill Saitta, Friday, Dec. 21, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Jac Jacaruso, Saturday, Dec. 22, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Frankie B. Good, Sunday, Dec. 23, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
John King, Wednesday, Dec. 26, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Coming events for the Holidays
Thursday, Dec. 20 - Christmas Beer Tasting

Five seasonal beers and light fare.
Thursday, Dec. 27 - Powell Mountain Winery Tasting

A variety of Paso Robles wines available for tasting!
Monday, Dec.  31 - New Year’s Eve Party

Music  with Jac Jacaruso 9 p.m.-midnight. Free appetizers.

Looking for gifts for the Holidays? 
We can make up a gift basket with your favorite wine or beer.

Wine accessories, gift certificates, and local artist’s work are available.
Season Greetings from Idyll Awhile!

Jo’An’s
Open 7 Days a Week

Breakfast Served 
7am – 2 pm Daily

Daily Lunch and Dinner specials 
Breakfast Special $399 7-11:30 a.m. Mon.-Fri.

Taco Tuesday: Shredded beef 
or chicken $1 each Fish tacos $2 each

Thursday BBQ Ribs, 1 refi ll $995

Better than the Best 
1/2-Pound Hamburger Special

Plug in MONDAY nights for Open Mic 
with Scott Foster 6-9pm

FRIDAY NIGHT — Folk Music with JEBeye:
John, Elaine & Bill

SATURDAY DEC. 22 — 
Harry Joe Trio 8-11pm

EVERY SATURDAY STARTING DEC. 29 
— Karaoke with Scott 8-11pm

659-0295
Professional Catering Available

The Trainis
Running!

Local Dining, Arts & Entertainment

On the Town
Arts & Entertainment Calendar

Arts & Entertainment Calen-
dar listings are at the discretion of 
the editor. Submittal forms can be 
picked up at the Town Crier. 

Wednesday, Dec. 19
Adult Yoga with Trine Bietz, 9-

10 a.m. Town Hall.
Lenny Hansell, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Idyll Awhile.
“The Hobbit,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-

atre.

Thursday, Dec. 20
Forest Folk Movie Night & Pot-

luck featuring “Christmas 
Vacation,” 5:30 p.m. Town 
Hall.

Christmas Ale Beer Tasting, 6:30 
p.m. Idyll Awhile.

“The Hobbit,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-
atre.

Friday, Dec. 21
Krafty Kids Art Class with 

Wendy Watts, 3:30-4:30 
p.m.; Adult Yoga with Trine 
Bietz, 5-6 p.m. Town Hall.

Willy B., 5:30-8:30 p.m. Arriba’s.
Bill Saitta, 6:30-9:30 p.m. Idyll 

Awhile.
“The Hobbit,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-

atre.
Folk Music with JEBeye: John, 

Elaine & Bill, 8-11 p.m. 
Jo’An’s.

Saturday, Dec. 22
Breakfast with Santa, 9:30 a.m. 

Town Hall.
“Climbing Tahquitz Rock” His-

torical Exhibit, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Idyllwild Area Historical Mu-
seum.

“The Hobbit,” 2 & 7 p.m. Rustic 
Theatre.

Live Entertainment, 6-9 p.m. 
Arriba’s.

Jac Jacaruso, 6:30-9:30 p.m. Idyll 
Awhile.

Idyllwild Master Chorale pres-
ents 2012 Holiday Con-
cert Winter Solstice & Jazz 
Fusion, 7:30 p.m. Idyllwild 
School Gym.

Harry Joe Trio, 8-11 p.m. Jo’An’s.
Karaoke, 9 p.m. Lumber Mill.

Sunday, Dec. 23
David Jerome, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Arriba’s.
“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-

torical Exhibit, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Idyllwild Area Historical Mu-
seum.

Idyllwild Master Chorale pres-
ents 2012 Holiday Con-
cert Winter Solstice & Jazz 
Fusion, 1:30 p.m. Idyllwild 
School Gym.

“The Hobbit,” 2 & 7 p.m. Rustic 
Theatre.

Frankie B. Good, 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Idyll Awhile.

Arriba’s.
“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-

torical Exhibit, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Idyllwild Area Historical Mu-
seum.

Monday, Dec. 31
Open Mic Night with Scott 

Foster, 6-9 p.m. Jo’An’s.
New Year’s Eve Party, 9 p.m.-

midnight, Idyll Awhile.

Wednesday, Jan. 2
Adult Yoga with Trine Bietz, 9-

10 a.m. Town Hall.

Monday, Dec. 24
“The Hobbit,” 2 & 7 p.m. Rustic 

Theatre.
Open Mic Night with Scott 

Foster, 6-9 p.m. Jo’An’s.

Tuesday, Dec. 25
“The Hobbit,” 2 & 7 p.m. Rustic 

Theatre.

Wednesday, Dec. 26
Adult Yoga with Trine Bietz, 9-

10 a.m. Town Hall.
John King, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Idyll 

Awhile.

Thursday, Dec. 27
Powell Mountain Winery Tast-

ing, Idyll Awhile..

“The Hobbit,” Special Midnight 
Showing, Rustic Theatre.

Friday, Dec. 28
Krafty Kids Art Class with 

Wendy Watts, 3:30-4:30 

p.m.; Adult Yoga with Trine 
Bietz, 5-6 p.m. Town Hall.

Willy B., 5:30-8:30 p.m. Arriba’s.

Saturday, Dec. 29
“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-

torical Exhibit, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Idyllwild Area Historical Mu-
seum.

Live entertainment, 6-9 p.m. 
Arriba’s.

Karaoke, 9 p.m. Lumber Mill.

Sunday, Dec. 30
David Jerome, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Local Color leads the folks gathered for Winter Solstice in a song on Sunday evening at the Caine 
Learning Center. The evening was fi lled with music, stories, sharing, dancing, food and fun. 

Esther Kennedy, director of Spirit Mountain Retreat Center, 
opens the Winter Solstice celebration Sunday night at the Caine 
Learning Center. Photos by Barbara Reese



By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 The Idyllwild Master 
Chorale, one of Idyllwild’s 
lasting artistic traditions, 
is presenting some of the 
most beautiful music writ-
ten for voices at its holiday 
concert, “Winter Solstice 
and Jazz Fusion.” All of 
the musical festivities are 
under the direction of 
Dwight “Buzz” Holmes, 
now celebrating his 25th 
year as IMC conductor and 
artistic director, having 
taken over from his father 
Robert Evans Holmes who 
founded the ensemble 36 
years ago. Just as with a 
profusion of presents given 
in holiday exchange, there 
is a gift for everyone in 
IMC’s holiday offerings. 
 For those whose taste 

Idyllwild Master Chorale presents holiday musical treat
runs to the classical, there 
is Venetian composer An-
tonio Vivaldi’s “Gloria,” 
in twelve sections, taken 
from the Latin Mass. Al-
though successful in his 
lifetime, Vivaldi died a 
pauper and the “Gloria,” 
now his most popular cho-
ral work, lay undiscovered 
until the 1920s. It was not 
until 1939 that the redis-
covered “Gloria” was per-
formed in modern times. 
Almost 20 more years 
later, in 1957, the now 
familiar original version 
was published and given 
its first performance. 
 Also on the classical 
bill is Cesar Franck’s ethe-
real “Panis Angelicus.”
 For lovers of modern 
choral music,  there is 
USC Professor Morten 
Lauridsen’s “O Magnum 

Mysterium,” which some 
have called one of the 
most hauntingly beautiful 
choral pieces ever writ-
ten. Lauridsen is a mul-
tiple Grammy nominee 
and the 2007 recipient 
of the National Medal of 
the Arts, awarded by the 
President. 
 The awards program 
noted Lauridsen was hon-
ored “for his composition 
of radiant choral works 
combining musical beauty, 
power and spiritual depth 
that have thrilled audi-
ences worldwide.” 
 “O Magnum Myste-
rium” is one of three of 
Lauridsen’s compositions 
that rank as the best-

selling choral works ever 
distributed by Theodore 
Presser Company, the old-
est continuing music pub-
lishers and distributors in 
the United States. 
 For the children and the 
children at heart, there are 
joyful and familiar Christ-
mas carols, richly textured 
Hanukah songs, and scin-
tillating arrangements of 
other holiday favorites. 
 At a recent rehearsal, 
Buzz described hearing his 
father at the piano late 
at night playing a melody 
line over and over. “What’s 
that?” asked Buzz. “An idea 
for a Hanukkah song,” 
Robert Holmes said. 
 “Beams of Gentle Light,” 

for which Buzz contributed 
words, will be performed by 
IMC, as will Buzz Holmes’ 
lovely carol, “I Remember 
Christmas.”
 To add a little holiday 
swing, the inestimable plea-
sures of jazz singer Sherry 

Williams and Idyllwild jazz 
icon Marshall Hawkins and 
his quintet will be on dis-
play. Williams and Hawkins 
se rve  up  some hand- 
clapping and sweet-sounding 
Christmas jazz, all backed by 
the IMC singers.
 As if that holiday table 
were not already overflow-
ing with sumptuous serv-
ings, a string orchestra 
will accompany the IMC 
singers.
 IMC, Williams, Hawkins 
and Holmes appear at the 
Idyllwild School, at 7:30 
Saturday, Dec. 22, and 
1:30 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 
23. Admission is available 
online at www.idyllwild-
masterchorale.com or at 
the door for $20 for adults, 
$15 for groups of ten or 
more and $10 for those 12 
years or younger.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

Dwight “Buzz” Holmes conducts the Idyllwild Master Chorale’s 2011 Holiday Concert.
File photo
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WWW.RUSTICTHEATRE.COM

“The Hobbit:  
An Unexpected Journey”

Showing through 
Dec. 27

Movies • DVDs • Plays • Concerts • Private Rental

SPECIAL SHOWING 
ON CHRISTMAS EVE 
& CHRISTMAS DAY 

AT 2 & 7 PM
Bilbo Baggins, a Hobbit, 
journeys to the Lonely 
Mountain accompanied by 
a group of dwarves to re-
claim a treasure taken from 
them by the dragon Smaug. 
Starring: Martin Freeman, 
Ian McKellen, Richard Ar-
mitage, Andy Serkis, Elijah 
Wood; Director: Peter 
Jackson; Genre: Action/
Adventure; Rated: PG-13; 
Runtime: 2 hr. 49 min.

Showtimes:  
Nightly: 7:00 pm; Sat. & Sun.: 2:00* & 7:00 pm

Regular Admission: $8
Senior (60+), Child (12-) & *Matinée: $6 

951.659.2747

Oma’s European Bakery
& Restaurant

951-659-0203
54241 Ridgeview Dr.
Idyllwild, California 

92549

Specialty Cakes - European Breads & Cuisine

Special holiday hours for  
the Idyllwild Post Office

 The Idyllwild Post Office retail counter will be open 
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve, Monday, Dec. 24 and 
31, from 9 a.m. to noon. Package pickup will still be 
available from noon until 5 p.m. at the Dutch door in 
the main lobby.  
 The post office will be closed on Christmas and New 
Year’s Day, Tuesday, Dec. 25 and Jan. 1, 2013.
 Regular hours resume on Wednesday, Dec. 26, and Jan. 
2, 2013.
 For a nearby alternate location, visit: Murrieta Post 
Office Annex, 38571 Los Alamos, Murrieta, CA 92563.
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Tickets now available online 
Visit idyllwildcinemafest.com

SPECIAL DEAL FOR LOCALS:
ONLY $20 FOR 

FULL FESTIVAL PASSES!

2012 Holiday Concert
Winter Solstice

&Jazz 
      FusionSherry 

Williams

Idyllwild Master Chorale and String Orchestra

Marshall 
Hawkins 
Quintet

Conducted by Dwight A. Holmes

Vivaldi Gloria • Eclectic Holiday Selections
Classic Jazz Standards

SATURDAY, DEC. 22 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, DEC. 23 1:30 pm

IDYLLWILD SCHOOL GYM: Hwy. 243, Idyllwild

TICKETS: $20 adults, $10 kids (12 and under)
Ticket reservations online at

www.idyllwildmasterchorale.com 
or will call at 951-659-2650

Tickets also available at the door.
Group rates available online.

Mexican Restaurant • Dine in the Pines
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11 a.m.- 8 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated • Catering Available
54650 N. Circle Dr., Idyllwild 

659-6038 

Happy Holidays!HH
yyyss!!

From your 
friends at 
La Casita

Closed Dec. 24 & 25

25980 HWY. 243
659-4960

OPEN M-SAT 7AM - 9PM
SUN 8AM - 9PM

All DAY!
Every DAY!

Seafood

Lunch Special (M-F) Starting at $4.50
Dinner Specials Buy 1 dinner, get 2nd half off!

Champagne Sunday Brunch
Full Bar Open 7 Days  Happy Hour 1/2 price        

                                       (M-F 2-5 pm)

Monday Night  -  Taco Night
Wednesday Night  -  Tostada Night
Thursday Night  -  1/2 Priced Reg. 
                    Margarita & Beer Night

BREAKFAST served 
Breakfast Special 2 for the price of 1! (M-F 7-10 am)

10% OFF TO LOCALS
Friday: Willy B. ~ 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Saturday: Live Entertainment ~ 6-9 p.m.
Sunday: David Jerome ~ 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Live 
Entertainment

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 Idyllwild CinemaFest 2013 
Chairman Phil Calderone an-
nounced festival selections 
on Dec. 17. A record 98 
fi lms — 22 features, 24 fea-
turettes (lengths from 16 to 

ICF announces selection of 98 films
39 minutes), 29 shorts (up to 
15 minutes), 17 documentary 
features, four documentary 
shorts (from 2 to 29 min-
utes) and two web series, 
including ICF 2013 Featured 
Filmmaker Ignatius Fischer’s 
“Freelancers” — will screen 
in four venues.

 Calderone, whose hands-
on management continues to 
grow this festival, noted some 
of his personal favorites: 
 • New York filmmak-
er David Spaltro’s feature 
“Things I Don’t Under-
stand,” is his meditation 
on relationship, friendship, 

faith and afterlife. Spaltro 
is returning to the festival, 
having screened his fi rst fea-
ture “Around” in 2010, the 
festival’s fi rst year. “Things,” 
Spaltro’s second feature is 
already a multiple award win-
ner on this season’s festival 
circuit. 

 • “Bound by Flesh,” a 
documentary from Leslie 
Zemekis, wife of famed direc-
tor Robert Zemekis (“Forest 
Gump,” “Cast Away,” “Back 
to the Future”) chronicles the 
life of vaudeville perform-
ers Daisy and Violet Hil-
ton. They sang, danced and 
played multiple instruments, 
were the highest paid act 
in vaudeville and America’s 
sweethearts in the 30s and 
40s. And they were Siamese 
twins.
 • “Bubblegum & Broken 
Fingers” the fi rst feature from 
director Sean Jackson after 
he had produced and directed 
over 20 short fi lms, is equal 
parts western, gangster and 
love story. The fi lm follows 
the journey of a mysterious 
silver briefcase and the havoc 
it brings each new owner. “A 
lot of plot twists,”Calderone 
said.
 • “The Unusual Calling 
of Charlie Christmas,” a 
vigilante tale from director 
Adam Hampton is, Calde-

rone said, the “dark horse 
of the festival. Of all the 
movies I watched for the 
festival, accepted or not, this 
one left me with the greatest 
emotional resonance.”
 • “Nailbiter,” is the fi rst 
feature from director Patrick 
Rea who last year contributed 
the very well-received short 
“Get Off My Porch (you 
remember the Girl Scouts 
and their cookies?). Rea, who 
grew up in Nebraska, used an 
experience running from a 
tornado as a boy as inspira-
tion for this gothic tale. “It’s 
a tense thriller that’s a lesson 
in how to build and sustain 
suspense,” Calderone said. 
“I think Hitchcock would 
approve.” An interview with 
Rea will appear in next 
week’s edition.
 The full schedule will 
be available soon on the 
festival website,  www.
idyllwildcinemafest.com. 
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 Fimmaker David Spaltro 
brings his second feature fi lm, 
“Things I Don’t Understand” 
to ICF 2013. He returns to 
Idyllwild after having at-
tended in 2010 with his fi rst 
fi lm “Around.”
 Spaltro is a New Yorker 
through and through. He 
moved to Manhattan from 
Jersey City in 2001, just after 
9/11, and returned to New 
York from a summer festival 
circuit three days before Hur-
ricane Sandy hit the city. 
 He spoke about tthe re-
silience of New Yorkers and 
how they pull together. “You 
can’t stop this city,” he said. 
“The way it trains you, once 
you’re here you’re always a 
New Yorker.” 
 So it’s not surprising that 
Spaltro’s fi lms are New York-
centric. “My fi lms are little 
valentines to New York,” 
he said. “Things I Don’t 
Understand” is the second 
in his New York trilogy. 
 His fi rst, “ Around,” was 
his coming to New York 

David Spaltro films New York
college chronicle. “Things” 
is a mid- to late-20s tale of 
trying to fi gure things out, 
thing that are difficult to 
understand. His next, “Wake 
Up in New York” is more 
refl ective, a love story with 
a sci-fi  twist. 
 “Things” is the story of 
Violet Kubelick, a brilliant 
graduate student, studying 
near-death experiences after 
her own failed suicide. She 
forms a cathartic relationship 
with a young, terminally ill 
girl she interviews for her 
thesis project and also with 
a damaged bartender who 
lives downstairs from her 
New York loft. Said Spaltro, 
“It’s a story of changing, 
relationships, love, life and 
what comes after.”
 He said the genesis for 
the story came when he 
volunteered in a hospice 
while in college in New 
York City. “It had a lot of 
my own personal questions,” 
he noted, “trying to sort 
out and approach the ques-
tion of faith.” But he didn’t 
write the script or make the 
fi lm till years later. “I didn’t 

have the experience as a 
fi lmmaker or know-how to 
tell it right at twenty-one, 
so I shelved it and a few 
years later, while fi guring out 
what story would be my fi rst 
feature, I again realized I just 
wasn’t ready to tell it.” 
 After wrapping “Around,” 
and after experiencing the 
personal loss of a few close 
people, Spaltro began work 
on “Things I Don’t Under-
stand.” “I started in 2008 
and had a good fi rst draft 
in about three months. It 
took one year to do the 
rewrites. I didn’t want to 
provide answers, just to open 
a dialogue [about an afterlife] 
with the audience.” 
 Spaltro and partners 
began shooting in April 
2011, mostly in Greenpoint, 

Brooklyn, over a 20-day 
shooting schedule. “Things 
I Don’t Understand” has 
already won multiple awards 
on the festival circuit. “I’m 
not a prize junkie,” Spaltro 
said, “but I do want the 
people I work with to have 
their work seen. That’s my 
satisfaction. I love fi lm be-
cause it’s collaborative. All 
these great artists bringing 
their work.”
 Idyllwild audiences will 
have a chance to see “Things 
I Don’t Understand,” and 
the highly reviewed perfor-
mances of lead actors Molly 
Ryman and Aaron Mathias 
at 6 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 12, 
at the Rustic. 
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.
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TOWN HALL
Idyllwild Recreation District

There’s Always Something 
Happening at Town Hall!

659-2638

SCHEDULE
Pre-K Adventures in Learning

Session ends Dec. 20
Registration for new session

Begins on Jan. 7, 2013

After School Open Recreation
Monday-Friday 

Kindergarten 12:30-3:30 p.m.;
1st-8th Grade 2:45-5:30 p.m.

Bus Passes available at Idyllwild School offi ce.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Forest Folk Pot Luck & Movie Night
“Christmas Vacation,” 

Thursday, Dec. 20 at 5:30 p.m. 

Breakfast With Santa
Saturday, Dec. 22, at 9:30 a.m. $3 

per person. Crafts, food and games. 
Tickets on sale at Town Hall

January Field Trip
Date and location to be announced.

To conduct business with Town Hall, please call:

CLASSES FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN:
$10 per class. Space still available.

MONDAY: 10 a.m.-noon Free Cribbage

TUESDAY: 10 a.m.-noon Free Senior Wii

WEDNESDAY: 9-10 a.m. 
Adult Yoga with Trine

FRIDAY: 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Krafty Kids Art Class with 
Wendy Watts

 5-6 p.m. 
Adult Yoga with Trine

ALL DANCE CLASSES WILL RESUME 
AFTER THE HOLIDAYS.

TOWN HALL WILL BE CLOSED ON 
DEC. 24 & 25 FOR CHRISTMAS AND ON 
DEC. 31 AND JAN. 1 FOR NEW YEAR.

TOWN HALL OPEN RECREATION WILL BE 
AVAILABLE OVER WINTER BREAK

Brennen Priefer, 5th grade teacher at Idyllwild School, chose 
Alex Isaac (left) and Nicole Cochrane as students of the week 
for Dec. 17. Priefer said “I chose these students for accepting and 
conquering the challenges of 5th grade mathematics.”

Photo by Careena Chase

Students of the week Fiona McMullen gets a hug and her Positive Person 
certifi cate from Mrs. Salter during the annual awards 
assembly at Idyllwild School on Thursday morning. Other 
award winners in Mrs. Salter’s class were, (from left), Grace 
McKimson (Positive Person), Brooke Taylor (all around 
good student),  Arturo Rincan, Matilda Terry (creative 
writing) and Joel White (king of reading) and Mary Nor-
ris (secretary).
Below right, The Idyllwild School Mascot greets the students 
gathered for the annual awards assembly on Thursday 
morning.
Photos by Barbara Reese

Olde English

SUPPORTING EDUCATION 
THROUGH PERFORMANCE

IDYLLWILD’S

Theatre Players
OOllddee EEnngglliisshh

SUPPORTING EDUCATION SUPPORTING EDUCATION 
THROUGH PERFORTHROUGH PERFORTHROUGH PERFORMANCEMANCEMANCETHROUGH PERFORMANCETHROUGH PERFORTHROUGH PERFORMANCETHROUGH PERFORMANCETHROUGH PERFORMANCETHROUGH PERFOR

IDYLLWILD’SIDYLLWILD’S

TheatreTheatre Players Players Players
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659-3800659-3800
Village Market

659-3800

Full-Service Deli 
Bakery & Meat Department • Pizza 
Beer on Tap • Full Liquor Selection 

& Much More!

  HOMEMADE PIES
  PIES TO ORDER

RICHARD’S 
CHOICE 
MEATS 

Prime Rib;
Black Angus 
Ground Beef 

$2.99/lb.
Try our new sourdough 

clam chowder & chili bowls!

    Open Christmas Eve & Christmas Day

Robert’s Creamy 
Jalapeño Sauce

A Great Holiday 
Gift

Available only at La Casita
54650 N. Circle Dr., Idyllwild 659-6038

After 19 years, we are 
closing our doors!

Going,Going,Going,Going,Going,Going,Going,Going,Going,
Going ...GoingGoingGoingGoing

After 19 years, we are 

GoingGoing
GONE!

75%
OFF

Christmas 
Store

25%
OFF

All
Greeting

Cards
$200  ea.

Gift
Store

CHRISTMAS IS
North Circle Dr. @ Cedar

EVERYTHING 
MUST GO!

GROCERIES
GROCERIES

GROCERIESGROCERIES

Get $5 off your purchase of $20 or more 
with this ad!

We also carry: Organics, Gluten Free Items, 
Lactose Intolerant Items, Homeopathic Medicinals, Vitamins & 
Supplements, Organic Baby & Pet Food, Fine Wines & Select Beers

The Spruce Moose
Upstairs @ The Fort

Check out our 
hand-poured candles 

& unique gourmet 
items for your 

special gift needs!

951-659-5556

Buy one item at regular price get 
2nd item of equal or less value

for 50% OFF with coupon. 
Excludes sale items and prescriptions. Expires 12/24/12

Coupon is good for 1 item.

Serving our Community Since 1977

one
Serving our Community Since 1977Serving our Community Since 1977

Idyllwild 
Pharmacy

Kirsten Ingbretsen
OWNER/ARTIST

54750 N. CIRCLE DR.
IDYLLWILD, CA 92549
PO BOX 1534

BUS.: 951.659.5950
CELL: 951.795.3799

ACORNGALLERY@YMAIL.COM

ACORNGALLERYIDYLLWILD.COM
“LIKE US” ON FACEBOOK ~ WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ACORNGALLERYIDYLLWILD

Don Reed
Give the Gift of Music This Holiday Season

Teacher & Multi-Instrumentalist
SPECIAL: 5 1-HOUR LESSONS FOR $175 OR $40 PER LESSON

(New clients only)
Guitars: Electric, acoustic, slide & dobro; 

mandolin; ukelele & more
951-659-0717

dgreeds@sbcglobal.net
www.donreed.net

Wooley’s
Check out our hats and winter items!

Many gift items from 
Mill Creek and Wild Wings too!
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10 AM

Merry Christmas!
A pack of letters that 

  Kris Kringle 
himself let the 

Town Crier borrow.
  Instead of bringing 

you the usual news 
stories that fi ll the 
following page each 
week, we like to take 
a breather each year 

and let you look at the 
season through the 
eyes of the children in 
our community. 
 These letters are 

from the special 
Santa mailbox at the 
Idyllwild Post Offi ce. 
The spellings (and 
misspellings) are the 

original work of the 
youngsters. We have 
not changed anything, 
and we sincerely hope 
we read all the names 

correctly. 
  Our thanks to the 
businesses that made 
these pages possible for 
you to enjoy.
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Dear Santa
I will like a lego train 
and lego lightning 
mcQueen
Angel

Santa please give me a 
remote control pontoon 
plane and a metal 
detecter and a spy 
glasses and a pair of 
baskit boll shoos and a 
dickshnary. I also wante 
a bow and arrw. Santa 
I have been helping my 
momm with clening my 
room. can you please 
deliver presents to the 
foster kids.
to Santa
Love Ryder

SANTA, THis YEAR 
WWould liKei A bike 
and Slippers and a 
Play-dough factory. 
THANK YOU
LOVE
ASHENARA

DEar SANta,
for CHristmas may 
i PLEasE havE a 
StuFFEd ANiMaL whitE 
HorsE. a StuFFEd 
aNiMaL BLuE Parrot 
that taLKS. a smaLL 
stuffEd aNiMaL 
LEoPArb. a MEdium 
GLASS unicorN. 
a MEdium GLass 
doLPhiN JuMPiNG out 
of thE Water.
i haVE bEEN GrEat.
thaNK YoU’
Maddie AGE 6

Dear Santa …
DEAR SANTA
For Christmas this year 
I want a lot of LEGOS 
(Legos)
Love, Griffin

Dear Santa
I would Want Some 
Hello Kitty Legos. And 
a Squishy frog that is 
rainbow colors. and a 
Squishy lizrd that is 
rainbow Colors.
Love,
Nayah
Oh, I forgot. I Would 
like a plush Kitten

Hello Santa:
Can you give me a 
walking rubber ducky, 
that would be funny.
And a frog and a kitty 
cat.
Love,
Lhasa

Dear Santa & Mrs. 
Claus,
We have been good 
boys and girls at Lil 
Critters Preschool. This 
is what we want for 
Christmas. Thnak you!
Brynnley M., 3 yrs. 

— I want a Cinderella 
vanity and Oopsie Daisy 
doll.
Miles T., 3 yrs — A 
remote control tiger 
with a shark remote 
beep beep beep. Just 
one more thing, a 
dragon that breathes 
fire.
Alexander M., 4 yrs 
— A shark, a Elf on 
the Shelf cuz I want to 
find one. I want Allyah 
and Destiny and Ty to 
help me find it. And, a 
race car.
Teagan B., 4 yrs —I 
want a bug sucker. It 
sucks up bugs. A new 
Buzz Lightyear and I 
really want a new disc 
for my Buzz that got 
fixed. It’s leg broke off 
but we fixed it. I want 
a new kitchen sink for 
my play kitchen.
Chloe C., 4 yrs — I 
want those dolls that 
have houses that 
stick on the wall. New 
crayons. I thouht of 
another thing — a 
baby!
Lhasa H, 2 yrs — I 

don’t know.
Lucy N. 3 yrs — A 
new pink Butterfly 
Girl doll. I want six 
more butterfly girls. 
They have wings and 
fly around. I already 
have one, but I want 
another one.
Cece N, 1-1/2 yrs 
— Doll, yea!
Bode P. 1-1/2 yrs 
— Ball.
Easton P., 4 yrs — I 
want two bikes, and a 
different skateboard, 
and books and lots 
of action figures and 
that’s all I want.
Hailey O., 3 yrs — I 
want a ding dong castle 
movie, a necklace and 
makeup and a purse.
Please Bring a special 
gift for our other 
children in school, too 

— Orion, Lauren, Baby 
Juniper, Opal, Miles, 
Jack, McKenna — and 
our helper, Breanna.
Thank you, 
Teacher Kathy, Bob, 
Teacher Sandra and 
Teacher Claudia

D e a r Santa,
I want an ipad but is 
to many dollars.
Love,
Tyler S.
age 4

See Santa Letters, page 30

 3 yrs — A 

Girl doll. I want six 
more butterfly girls. 
They have wings and 
fly around. I already 
have one, but I want 

, 4 yrs — I 
want two bikes, and a 
different skateboard, 

and lots 
of action figures and 

— Orion, Lauren, Baby D e a r Santa,
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Ruiz
Continued from page 1

change.’ So it became im-
portant to me to do more 
to help.” 

When did you feel you 
might win?
 “My staff  was always 
positive,” Ruiz replied. 
“When our second poll 
came in [mid-October], 
we were up and then the 
third poll had us ahead by 
six percent.” As a physician 
trained in science, Ruiz 
trusted the data. “We knew 
the time [for change]; it was 
now.”

Did the debate on Friday, 
Oct. 12, have any effect?
 Although the two candi-
dates debated about three 
weeks prior to the election, 
Ruiz does not believe that 
had a significant affect on 
the results. 
 “It did help. It definitely 
shed some light,” he said. 
The exchange between the 
two candidates helped vot-
ers recognize their con-
trasts.
 “People are t ired of 
Washington’s language and 
the gridlock,” Ruiz stressed. 
“People saw a viable op-
ponent to her that night.”

How did you feel going 
into Election Day?
 “I was really excited. I 
felt like a carpenter with a 
new tool box or a doctor 
with a new stethoscope,” 
Ruiz said. Adding that his 
priority is to serve the com-
munity, “I’ve lived my life 
to serve the community to 
the best of my ability.”
What about your medical 
career now?
 Although he begins his 
new career as a congressman 
in two weeks, he said he in-

tends to keep his physician’s 
license. “Even as a doctor, 
I was thinking of how to 
help people,” Ruiz said. “I’ll 
continue to do that.”
 In that spirit, Ruiz men-
tioned that as an emergency 
room doctor, he has treated 
patients from Idyllwild late at 
night and very early in the 
morning. So he is aware of 
the lack of a 24-hour medical 
facility on the Hill.
 
What did it feel like when 
you set foot in D.C.?
 “When I stepped off the 
plane, the first thing I really 
said was ‘It’s cold here. I’m 
back in the cold.’ I was think-
ing about the winter clothes I 
have back at home. I have a 
desert dweller’s energy level.” 
Ruiz had spent many winters 
in Boston in college, so he has 
experienced the East Coast 
climate.
 “I think it really brought 
a sense of reverence about 
our country’s history and my 
role as a congressman-elect,” 
Ruiz admitted. “Then I saw 
the Capitol at night and saw 
lights on it.
 “It seemed to complete 
the circle on how good our 
country is. How a guy like 
me growing up in trailer 
Coachella can now fulfill a 
dream to empower lives of 
people he grew up with,” he 

continued. “It’s just a testa-
ment to how remarkable 
America is and the American 
Dream.”

What are your plans in 
January?
 “I’m currently working 
with Sen. [Barbara] Boxer 
on the Salton Sea issues,” he 
began. On Friday, Dec. 14, 
Boxer and Ruiz met with 
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar 
at the Salton Sea National 
Wildlife Refuge to discuss 
restoration efforts in the area 
and ongoing efforts to build 
a sustainable water future 
for the state and people of 
California.
 He also plans to continue 
his efforts during the cam-
paign to hold town meetings 
and forums. “I really want 
people involved in the pro-
cess,” he emphasized.
 As part of this effort, Ruiz 
said he would create many 
local advisory councils to 
provide him input on legisla-
tive issues. 
 “I’ll continue to focus on 
job creation, access to af-
fordable and quality health-
care,” he said. He won’t 
forego his concern about 
educating the youth in the 
district. Student graduation 
rates and access to col-
lege-level education will be 
another of his priorities.

Dr. Raul Ruiz, congressman-
elect for the Hill, meets with 
Secretary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar about the problems 
protecting the Salton Sea. Sen. 
Barbara Boxer also partici-
pated in the meeting.

Photo courtesy of the U.S. 

Department of the Interior

Calendar
Continued from page 5

AA Open Meeting & Big Book 
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living 
Center, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the 
Courtyard Building).
 • Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step Study meeting, 
6:30-8 p.m. Former Morning 
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center. Call 659-0097 
for information.

Wednesday, Dec. 26
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 a.m. American Legion Post 
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.
 • Town Crier News Meet-
ing, public welcome, 8:30 a.m., 
Oma’s, 54241 Ridgeview Dr. 
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
   • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St. 
Call 659-2523.
 • Prostate Cancer Support 
Group, 5:30 p.m. Restaurant 
Gastrognome, 54381 Ridgeview 

Dr.
 • AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild 
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest 
Ave. • Alcoholics Anonymous,  
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building). 
 • Codependents Anony-
mous meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiri-
tual Living Center, Church 
of Religious Science, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard 
Building).

Community service hours
 • California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection 
(bark beetle issues), 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. Monday-Friday. Mountain 
Resource Center 25380 Franklin 
Dr., 659-3335.
 • Chamber of Commerce, 
54325 North Circle Dr., 12-3 
p.m. Monday-Saturday. 659-
3259.
 • Idyllwild HELP Center, 
26330 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-
noon & 1-3:30 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday. 659-2110.

Health
Continued from page 7

 “I don’t have to worry about calories because I eat ‘good 
food.’” Although it is important to make healthy choices, 
incorporating fruits, vegetables, grains and meats in our daily 
diet, how much we eat is as important, or more important, 
than what we eat. 
 “My child is overweight but the excess fat will go away 
as he gets older.” Obese children very often continue to gain 
weight and become obese adults. Appropriate diet with posi-
tive reinforcement is important at all ages. No child (or for 
that matter, no adult) should be chastised because of his or 
her weight.
 “I just heard of this terrific diet on the radio, you take 
a smoothie and the appetite goes away, people cannot stop 
losing weight.” Three Day Diet, Berry Diet, Cabbage Soup 
Diet, Hollywood Diet, Beverly Hills Diet and all the rest 
do not work. Fad Diets don’t work. At best they are a very 
temporary improvement and sometimes may be expensive 
and dangerous. 
 For most people, the most sensible way to diet is to eat 
a balanced meal incorporating all basic food groups and 
perhaps even more important to get accustomed to smaller 
portions. Portion control is the key to success.
 In addition we should all (but critical for overweight 
individuals) adopt a practical exercise schedule. It is very 
difficult to maintain extreme efforts or actions, in either 
dieting or exercising. 
 Is weight control a case of individual or personal respon-
sibility? Is obesity a case of personal irresponsibility or there 
are other contributing factors? 
 Most experts agree that although the individual must be 
an active participant to control his or her weight, corporate 
and societal factors played a very important role. There is 
little doubt that the food environment has changed dramati-

cally over the last few decades. 
 Just the increase in portion size in restaurants and 
cafeterias, dramatic increase in the size and availability of 
sweet drinks coupled with very sophisticated advertisements 
especially targeting children has changed the environment 
dramatically from the experience of previous generations.
 It is difficult to make a case that people have become 
more “irresponsible” and thus became obese. The answer is 
certainly more complicated than that. In many other areas, 
society has become more responsible, it is hard to make a 
case that the opposite is the case in food consumption.
 The most notable examples of increased responsibility 
are a lower incidence of alcohol consumption, intercourse 
outside stable relationships without condoms, tobacco con-
sumption and the dramatic increase in the use of seat belts. 
Why would the consumption of food be an exception? 
 However, it is noteworthy that changes in public policy 
and public health campaigns helped to decrease unhealthful 
and dangerous behaviors, indicating that there is a role for 
government in this area. 
 The most conservative segment of society believes that 
this is not an area for government intervention; it is an area 
of “personal responsibility.” It is important to remember 
that this was the defense of the tobacco industry during the 
1940s and 1950s while attempting to increase the number 
of nicotine addicts in the country. 
 Most likely a balanced approach of educating people about 
smart food choices in conjunction with sensible regulatory 
changes is the best course of action. It is hard to predict given 
the massive influence of the food and beverage industry if 
this will become a reality. 
 If you have a suggestion for a future topic for Dr. Manetta 
to address, send an email to itc@towncrier.com.

 Editor’s note: For those interested in reading Rep. Markey’s 
full letter to Commissioner Hamburg, it is posted on our website 
at idyllwildtowncrier.com.

Lou (center) and Annamarie (right) Padula celebrated their 
50th Wedding Anniversay Friday evening with friends like Grace 
Reed (left) and many others at the Rainbow Inn.

Photo by J.P. Crumrine 

Monday at Idyllwild’s new 
library Conor O’Farrell 
made his special annual 
appearance at story time 
reading three Christmas 
tales to the enthusiastic 
children. Conor followed 
the stories and songs, 
led by Denise Gioeli 
Whitney, with handing 
out gifts to all the happy 
children in attendance. Photos by Careena Chase
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By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 In its final meeting of 
2012, the Mountain Area 
Safety Taskforce heard about 
several projects and plans, 
which will bear fruit in 
2012.
 Riverside County Fire 
Chief John Hawkins dis-
cussed the changes in direct 
protection areas on the Hill 
between CAL FIRE and the 
U.S. Forest Service. (See the 
Dec. 13 issue for details and a 
map.) Besides these agencies, 
Bureau of Land Management 
areas were also part of the 
realigned responsibilities, ac-
cording to Hawkins.
 “These changes will not 
affect the level of response,” 
Hawkins stressed. “The re-
sponse to wildfires will con-
tinue to be immediate, deci-
sive and aggressive.”
 Randy Unkovich, deputy 
fire prevention officer for 
the San Bernardino National 
Forest, affirmed Hawkins’ 
comments and stressed the 
level of cooperation that ex-
ists among the fire agencies 
within the San Jacinto Ranger 
District.
 “The Forest Service wants 
to take an opportunity to 
see if they could apply the 

MAST hears CAL FIRE 
and Forest Service  
wildfire strategies 

national strategy priorities to 
appropriate resources at the 
forest level,” he said, explain-
ing the timing of the modifi-
cations. “In the end, it turns 
out to be quite a great thing, 
at least with our relationship 
with CAL FIRE and Riverside 
County Fire. We’ve worked 
cohesively more in the past 
12 months than the past 12 
years.”
 Hawkins announced CAL 
FIRE will move two more fire 
engines to the Hill in 2013, 
in Pine Cove and Anza. And 
there will be no change in 
the Forest Service’s coverage 
across the San Jacinto Moun-
tains, Unkovich said.
 The Mountain Com-
munities Fire Safe Council 
has submitted its plans for 
implementing the cedar shake 
shingle roof project to CAL 
EMA, said Edwina Scott, FSC 
executive director. They plan 
to replace more than 120 
roofs on the Hill once the 
funding is available.
 FSC President Michael 
Esnard said research and 
investigation of a possible 
wood-burning co-generation 
plant are still being pursued. 
He has a meeting on this sub-
ject scheduled in January.
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.com. 

MAST
Continued from page 1

the beetle in 2008 as the 
cause of the oak die-off in 
San Diego County. He said 
of the recent discovery in 
Idyllwild, “We believe the 
population in Idyllwild is 
fairly isolated at this time. 
We haven’t seen anything 
else at eye level [GSOB 
infestation is most evident 
from tree base to 10 feet up 
the trunk]. And we haven’t 
picked anything up in traps 
we’ve set.” But Coleman 
acknowledged there are no 
current treatments that can 
prevent tree die off once 
infection is confirmed.
 Former Hill CAL FIRE 
Division Chief Kevin Turner 
is the GSOB program coor-
dinator at UC Cooperative 
Extension Service at Univer-
sity of California, Riverside. 
“One thing the San Jacinto 
Mountains have in MAST is 
a key player,” he said, while 
imploring the multiagency 
leadership to get involved 
and be prepared. “You’ll 
be the test case for rapid 
response. We don’t know 
if this one tree ends it. At 
this point, we’ve got to act 
decisively. Now that it’s here 
it could be in many more 
trees. You must begin to 
think how you are going to 
be involved. If you [MAST 
and area volunteers] are suc-
cessful, you’ll be the model 
for other counties.”
 San Diego County is the 
current locus of primary 
GSOB infestation. The bee-
tles have killed 90,000 black, 
canyon live and coastal live 
oaks since 2002. More than 
$8 million in public and pri-
vate funds has already been 
spent on GSOB mitigation 
activities, including dead 
tree removals, disposing of 
infested wood and closure 
of parks and campgrounds 
due to dead and hazardous 
trees.  
 CAL FIRE Forest Bat-
talion Chief Gregg Bratch-
er, current MAST chair, 
said the recent discovery 
of the beetle in Idyllwild 
has lent a new urgency to 
the tasks and agenda of 
this working group. In the 
past, MAST has successfully 
focused on measures to pre-
vent catastrophic wildfires 
— tree removal as part of 
the bark beetle emergency 
and thinning of the forests 
and creation of fuel breaks. 
Bratcher noted that the oak 
borer has the potential to 
run a destructive path north 
through California to the 

Pacific Northwest. “Now 
where do we go from here?” 
he asked in beginning the 
discussion of a coordinated 
multiagency approach.
 The MAST group then 
began developing an action 
plan to prepare and address 
the situation in case GSOB 
has established a wider base 
on the Hill. Areas covered in 
the plan include regulatory 
options — which sworn 
officers have authority to 
stop transit of firewood 
under an existing California 
penal code; management 
of transit of firewood into 
federal, state and county 
parks; survey, detection and 
monitoring for oak borer in-
sects in trees and firewood, 
including training of profes-
sional and volunteer groups; 
outbreak containment; in-
fested tree removal, and 
public education including 
mass mailings to mountain 
residents. 
 One of the issues Turner 
addressed was the disposi-
tion of infested wood if 
Goldspotted oak borer has 
an established population 
here. As Turner said, “We 
can ship only so many trees 
to San Diego County.”
 The concern is how to 
keep the pest isolated on 
the Hill before it spreads 
throughout the county. “Isn’t 
there also a risk of spreading 
the borer into any oak area 
in Riverside County if fire-
wood is transported there?” 
asked Riverside County Fire 
Chief John Hawkins.
 Although it is winter and 
the oak trees are not show-
ing any symptoms, Scott and 
others noted that adequate 
tracking and investigation 
of beetle spread requires 
many trained spotters on 
the ground. “We’re blind 
right now,” Scott said. “We 
can’t do much from the air 
until the leaves are out,” He 
said.  “That means we’ve 
got to get more [on the 
ground] information. We 
need cradle-to-grave docu-
mentation of firewood.”

 Firewood is the princi-
pal means for oak borer 
to travel and infect new 
areas. Lauritzen stressed that 
the public has to be more 
vigilant demanding to know 
the source of oak firewood. 
And Scott raised the idea of 
possible state legislation.
 In order to develop a core 
of trained GSOB spotters, 
MAST plans two training 
sessions for official per-
sonnel and key volunteer 
groups in January. Training 
will focus on identifying 
signs of infestation in local 
oaks, bark and firewood.
 A public education meet-
ing for Hill residents to 
learn about Goldspotted oak 
borer infestation signs, how 
to have their oaks checked, 
and recommendations about 
firewood purchases and cur-
rent transportation regula-
tions is scheduled from 2 

to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 
19, at Town Hall. Idyllwild 
residents and property own-
ers are urged to attend.
 Planners selected a week-
end afternoon to give part-
time homeowners, many of 
whom are from San Diego, 
an opportunity to attend. 
Loss of Hill oak stands, on 
the scale that San Diego 
County experienced, could 
severely diminish property 
values. Cost to remove single 
infested oaks can range from 
$750 to $10,000 depending 
upon proximity to residen-
tial structures, campgrounds 
and schools. 
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

Dr. Tom Coleman, Forest 
Service entomologist and lead 
GSOB scientist. 

Photo by J.P. Crumrine

Experts explain oak borer 
concerns and local action

What: The presence of the Goldspotted oak borer 
in Idyllwild: An opportunity to learn and to 
respond

When: Saturday, Jan. 19, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Where: Idyllwild Town Hall

The final agenda is not finished. 
Speakers will include:
 • Tom Coleman, entomologist, U.S. Forest Service
 • Tom Scott, a conservation biologist at the Uni-

versity of California, Riverside
 • Gregg Bratcher, CAL FIRE Forest Battalion 

Chief
 • Kevin Turner, Goldspotted Oak Borer Program 

Coordinator, UC Cooperative Extension

Kevin Turner (left) and Dr. Tom Scott, both of UCR, and 
key GSOB players.  Photo by J.P. Crumrine
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Services

JT’s Property Maintenance.  
Abatement upkeep,  hauling. 
Woodcutting & splitting.  39 
years on the Hill. Call Jim, 
(951) 659-3400 or (951) 316-
2500 (c).

IDYLLWILD 
SNOWPLOWING 

COMPANY 
Ken Gioeli 

(951) 961-4428

Petsitting, visits to your 
home. Walk your dogs, cud-
dle your cats. Exp. giving 
meds, also exp. caring for 
livestock.  Local refs. Barb, 
(951) 663-2480 or (951) 
468-8027.Buy a classified and sell your stuff!   

Listings for items less than $50 are 
free of charge! Call (951) 659-2145

Services

Gary Drywall. Tape, tex-
ture and repair. Don Gary, 
40 years experience. (951) 
659-2536.

Spa service & new cov-
ers. Call Kent at (951) 659-
3174.

Help Wanted

MEDICAL VACANCIES — 
Spanish Peaks Behavioral 
Health Centers in Pueblo, 
Colorado is seeking RNs, 
Nurse Supervisors, and Di-
rectors. Requirements, salary 
information and applications 
available at www.spanish-
peaks.org (Cal-SCAN)

Help Wanted/Drivers

Apply Now, 12 Drivers Need-
ed, Top 5% Pay & Late Model 
Equip. Guaranteed Home for 
Xmas. Need CDL Class A 
Driving Exp. 877-258-8782 
www.ad-drivers.com (Cal-
SCAN)

Driver - $0.03 enhanced quar-
terly bonus. Get paid for any 
portion you qualify for: safety, 
production, MPG. CDL-A, 
3 months current OTR exp. 
1-800-414-9569. www.drive-
knight.com (Cal-SCAN)

DRIVERS - ONLY 6 MONTHS 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED!  Up 
to 38cpm. Pets Welcome. 
$250 Orientation Pay! OOs, 
Lease-Purchase Drivers Also 
Wanted. CDL-A. OTR 48-
states. 888-440-2465. (Cal-
SCAN)

Drivers: Class A CDL Driver 
Training. $0 Training Cost 
with employment commitment 
if you enroll in the month of 
December! Central Refriger-
ated(877) 369-7091 www.
centraltruckdrivingjobs.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Josh & Noah Whitney
(951) 659-2596

Complete Tree Care
Trimming & Removal

Fire Abatement
Brush Removal

Dump Truck Service & Hauling
Tractor Service & Grading

Custom Milled Wood Products
Firewood • Wood Chips

Lic. # 637668 • Fully insured

Announcements

Pregnant? Confidential 
help available. Life Choice 
Services of Hemet. (951) 
652-3111.

CRISISLINE, 683-0829 or 1 
(800) 339-7233.  Alternatives 
to Domestic Violence (ADV) 
provides information, coun-
seling and shelter services 
for battered women and their 
children.

DID YOU KNOW that Ten 
Million adults tweeted in the 
past month, while 164 million 
read a newspaper in print 
or online in the past week?  
ADVERTISE in 240 Califor-
nia newspapers for one low 
cost. Your 25 word classified 
ad will reach over 6 million+ 
Californians. For brochure 
call Elizabeth (916)288-6019. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Classes

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
100%.  *Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, *Hospital-
ity, *Web. Job placement 
assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if quali-
fied. SCHEV authorized. Call 
888-210-5162 www.Centura-
Online.com (Cal-SCAN)

MEDICAL BILLING TRAIN-
EES NEEDED! Train to be-
come a Medical Office As-
sistant! NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED! Online training 
gets you Job ready ASAP! 
HS Diploma/GED & PC/Inter-
net needed! 1-888-407-7063. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Wanted

WANTED: Snow cables for 
car tires 235-65-R18. Call 
Sandy at (951) 659-2145 or 
(760) 300-9650.

Collector buying old signs, 
gas pumps, gas globes, etc. 
Paying top dollar for quality 
advertising items. Not the 
cheap TV picker prices. Call 
406-471-8184 (Cal-SCAN) 
(Cal-SCAN)

Business  
Opportunity

Start Now! Open Red Hot 
Dollar, Dollar Plus, Mailbox, 
Discount Party, $10 Cloth-
ing Store, Teen Store, Fit-
ness Center from $51,900 
Worldwide! www.DRSS25.
com 1-800-518-3064. (Cal-
SCAN)

D & H Fire 
Abatement 
Services
Tree Removal,  
Yard Clean Up,  
Tree Trimming,  

Wood Splitting, Hauling
Prompt Service. 
Free Estimates.

659-1986
Cell: (951) 445-1125

Lic. #: 938982
Bonded & Insured

Be wary of out of area com-
panies. Check with the Better 
Business Bureau before you 
send any money for goods 
and services. Read and un-
derstand any contracts be-
fore you sign. Shop around 
for rates.

Quote of the Week 

 “Gratitude unlocks the 
fullness of life. It turns what 
we have into enough, and 
more. It turns denial into 
acceptance, chaos to order, 
confusion to clarity. It can turn 
a meal into a feast, a house 
into a home, a stranger into 
a friend. Gratitude makes 
sense of our past, brings 
peace for today, and creates 
a vision for tomorrow.” 

— Melody Beattie 

Lost & Found

FOUND: Leather briefcase 
on Rockdale Dr. on Friday, 
Dec. 7th. Call to identify (951) 
852-2848.

LOST  PET (Dog or Cat).  
Call ARF, 659-1122. Also, you 
may call Living Free Animal 
Sanctuary at 659-4687 or Ra-
mona Animal Haven at (951) 
654-8002, 1230 S. State St., 
San Jacinto, CA 92583.

Personals

MEET SINGLES RIGHT 
NOW! No paid operators, just 
real people like you. Browse 
greetings, exchange mes-
sages and connect live. Try 
it free. Call now 1-800-945-
3392. (Cal-SCAN) Continued ˚

additional 
times

Up to 10 lines
Ea. addtl. line, add:

Number 
of Lines

 $15.00 $13.50 $28.50
 $1.00 $1.00 $2.00

1
time

2 
times

Bold Face 25¢ each word, per issue
Center entire ad: $1 per issue

Classified Advertising also online: www.idyllwildtowncrier.com

Clip and mail with payment to:

Town Crier
Attn: Classifieds
P.O. Box 157
Idyllwild, CA  92549

q Check #__________  Amt. $_____________ 

q VISA   q MasterCard   q Discover   q AmEx

Amt. $___________ Exp. Date__________

Card # __ __ __ __  __ __ __ __  __ __ __ __  __ __ __ __

CVV2# (Three-digit code on back of card) __ __ __

Name: ___________________________________ Phone: _________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________ State: _____________  Zip: ___________

Dates to Run: __________________________  Category Listing: ___________________
Line Classified Rate Schedule

Includes placement online: www.idyllwildtowncrier.com
(Print your ad in these boxes): 26 characters per line

– One letter to a box, leave one box empty between words –

Prepayment Required Cash, money order or cashier's check are the only forms of payment accepted 
from nonresidents for business opportunity, help wanted and services ads. 

Deadline: noon Monday for Thursday publication
• No charge for Found ads: 4x maximum insertion.
• Please read your ad. We assume no responsibility for errors 

after first insertion.
• Information other than what is placed in ad is confidential. No 

advance information is given on ads.
• We reserve the right to reject classified and display ads that 

are considered by the editor to be libelous, in bad taste or 
personal attacks.

• For display advertising, call (951) 659-2145 or toll free 1-888-
535-6663 or visit 54295 Village Center Drive, Idyllwild, and ask 
to speak to an Advertising Representative.

• For Classified advertising questions call Sandy at (951) 659-
2145 or Email: sandy@towncrier.com

Display Classified Rate Schedule
Includes priority placement on www.idyllwildtowncrier.com

3-inch ad (minimum size)*       $30
Each additional inch           $10
*Customers can still place 2-inch ad when 
ordering at Town Crier front desk.

California Contractor's 
State Lic. 576531 • LTO# A167

Pearson
Wood Service

Cell: (951) 206-9671

659-3676

TOTAL TREE
SERVICE

• Firewood for sale
• Brush abatement
• Licensed, insured  

& bonded contractor for 
MCFSC & Forest Care

• 24/7 emergency services 
• Tractor service
• Wood chipping

Dry cleaning 
now available at

Idyllwild  
Laundry Service

• Under new ownership
• Public laundromat 

(open daily)
• Commercial laundry service

54221 Maranatha Dr. 
P.O. Box 4399

Idyllwild, CA 92549
(951) 659-2217
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Find timely 
Idyllwild news 

at idyllwild 
towncrier.com

Services

The business that considers 
itself immune to advertising, 
finds itself immune to busi-
ness. REACH CALIFOR-
NIANS WITH A CLASSIFIED 
IN ALMOST EVERY COUN-
TY! Over 270 newspapers! 
Combo~California Daily and 
Weekly Networks.  Free 
Brochures. elizabeth@cnpa.
com or (916)288-6019. (Cal-
SCAN)

GET FREE OF CREDIT 
CARD DEBT NOW! Cut 
payments by up to half. Stop 
creditors from calling. 888-
416-2691. (Cal-SCAN)

Ever Consider a Reverse 
Mortgage? At least 62 years 
old? Stay in your home & 
increase cash flow! Safe & 
Effective! Call Now for your 
FREE DVD! Call Now 888-
698-3165. (Cal-SCAN)

Highspeed Internet EVERY-
WHERE By Satellite! Speeds 
up to 12mbps! (200x faster 
than dial-up.) Starting at 
$49.95/mo. CALL NOW & 
GO FAST! 1-888-718-6268. 
(Cal-SCAN)

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-
Digital Phone. Packages 
start at $89.99/mo (for 12 
months.) Options from ALL 
major service providers. Call 
Acceller today to learn more! 
CALL 1-888-897-7650. (Cal-
SCAN)

For Sale

Workhorse 7” tile wet saw. 
$35.  Call (951) 659-2752.

Oak Armoire 6 ft. tall, $50. 
Call (951) 303-4666 ask for 
Mike.

Services

AFFORDABLE 
RAKE & HAUL 

Call Jim at (951) 326-5796   
or (951) 659-9748.

Yardbirds are back! Rake, 
haul, we do it all. Just give 
us a call. FIREWOOD also. 
(951) 867-2938.

Your Computer Helper  
for PC/Windows, 

 tutoring, upgrade,  
troubleshooting, virus  

removal, data recovery. 
  Francoise Frigola.  

Over 45 yrs. exp.  
(951) 659-4146.  

yourcomputerhelper 
onthehill.com

Many a small thing has been 
made large by the right kind 
of advertising — Mark Twain. 
ADVERTISE your BUSI-
NESS CARD sized ad in 
140 California newspapers 
for one low cost. Reach over 
3 million+ Californians. Free 
brochure elizabeth@cnpa.
com (916)288-6019. (Cal-
SCAN)

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/
mo! BUNDLE & SAVE with 
AT&T Internet+Phone+TV 
and get a FREE pre-paid 
Visa Card! (select plans). 
HURRY, CALL NOW! 800-
319-3280. (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-
SCAN)

MY COMPUTER WORKS. 
Computer problems? Vi-
ruses, spyware, email, printer 
issues, bad internet connec-
tions - FIX IT NOW! Profes-
sional, U.S.-based techni-
cians. $25 off service. Call 
for immediate help. 1-888-
865-0271 (Cal-SCAN)

Shop the 
Town Crier Store!

Come in or shop online at 
www.idyllwildtowncrier.com.

• Idyllwild Calendars
• Idyllwild License Plate Frames

• Topo & Relief Maps
• Yard Sale Kits
• Subscriptions

And more!

For Sale

FREE medical bed to needy 
person. You  pick-up in 
Idyllwild. (760) 808-4912.

New snowblower, Arinens 
Pro 28 track. $2,000. (951) 
236-0132.

Braided rugs, rose brown, 
5x7, 3x5, 2x4. $50 for all. 
(951) 659-3251.

Lg. ornate wood stove, 2000 
sq. ft. heater, $500 OBO. An-
tique lamp brass, glass, $75. 
Oak teacher desk w/cable 
access top, $100. Motorized 
bike, 66cc, 30mph, 100 mpg, 
$400. Antique oven/range 
1937 nice, $400. 5 ton IH, 
20,000 GVW, 4x4 w/chains. 
8x10 flatbed, 1/2 ton boom 
plow/rocks/wood? $6,000. 
(951) 303-4666 ask for Mike.

24/7 FIREWOOD, AVOCA-
DO by the barrel $40 & $10 
bundle, after hours, honor sys-
tem. Payment envelopes are 
on my front door at Mountain 
Mike Custom Leather on North 
Circle Dr. Parade FLOAT? 
20 ft. flatdeck, complete run-
ning gear w/brakes, steering. 
Donate to school, town. (951) 
303-4666 ask for Mike.

Living room, dining room & 
bar for sale. Beautiful oak bar 
& stools, complete 8 piece 
living room set.  Dining room 
set to match for 4 with marble 
top buffet. All for $1600 or by 
piece. Call (760) 902-2237 
for  quotes or  (951) 659-5015 
to view.

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck 
or boat to Heritage for the 
Blind. Free 3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
888-902-6851. (Cal-SCAN)

Mobile Homes

2 BR, 1 BA in Royal Pines Mo-
bile Home Park, all ages.  FP, 
big kitchen, patio & garden. 
Lg. lot backs onto meadow. 
Best location, Pool. Seller 
will finance.  $21,000. $3,000 
down, $290/mo. + $507/mo.  
space rent. (949) 361-4663 
or beacon@cox.net.

Mobile Homes

Mobile home located in 
the center of Idyllwild. 12 ft. 
wide with permanent ad-on 
in quiet park. Main BR + of-
fice or 2nd BR. Inside light 
& bright. Well maintained. 
Furnished including new lg. 
flat screen TV. Move-in ready. 
Spacious LR w/dine in kitch-
en. Priced to sell. $19,500. 
(760) 808-4912.

For Rent or Lease

Fully furnished 2 BR, 2 
BA house. Large patio, ga-
rage w/auto opener. In town. 
No smoking/pets. $799/mo. 
Short-term $129/night. Call 
(760) 831-7447.

Studio cabins, fridge, stove 
& woodstove.  On plowed 
road & sewer in Idyllwild. 
$485/mo. and $525/mo.  
Avail. now. Call (760) 469-
5905.

3 BR, 1-1/2 BA, lg. great 
room w/loft and  skylights, 
propane heat, woodstove 
& FP, tri-level, W/D and all 
appliances, furnished. Large 
deck. Plenty of space, quiet 
location, above elementary 
school, minutes from village. 
6-mo. to year rental lease. 
$1150/mo. + security. katei-
dycabin@gmail.com.

Idyllwild Property 
Management  

54585 North Circle Dr. #B 
Office: (951) 659-4200 
Check out our website 
www.myipmoffice.com 
25815 Sunset View  

3 BR, 1-1/2 BA, FP, wrap-
around deck, eat-in kitchen, 
granite counter tops, stain-

less steel appliances.   
Secluded. $1100/mo.  
25860 Shady View  
3 BR, 2-1/2 BA, FP, 

decks, new carpet & paint,   
3-car garage.  

$1450/mo. 

Spacious 2 BR apartment. 
Great location. New carpet, 
paint & blinds. Free laun-
dry & water. No pets. $775/
mo. + security deposit. Call 
(951) 659-5424 or (951) 
492-1116.

It’s different

For Rent or Lease

Room for rent. Shared bath, 
kitchen & laundry privileges, 
cable & internet. Easy walk 
to town on plowed street, one 
block to Hwy 243 & restau-
rant. No smoking, drugs or 
alcohol.  Call (951) 751-9176, 
leave a message. $450/mo. 
+ security. Possible small 
pet?

Secluded handcrafted ca-
bin in Pine Cove perched 
atop a sunny ridge w/majes-
tic views of the surrounding 
mountains & Lily Rock. 2 
BR, 2 BA, office/den, sepa-
rate guesthouse, lg. deck 
w/hot tub. $1350/mo. (310) 
457-8095. Photos and info: 
http://www.rinpoche.com/re-
treathouse.htm

Small cabin with sleeper  
loft, kitchen with stove & 
fridge, new carpet, small 
fenced yard. $550/mo. + 
$300 deposit. Call (951) 
961-7246.

Answers to Sudoku
(Puzzle on next page)

Answers to Crossword
(Puzzle on next page)

For Rent or Lease

House of Light!! Retreat 
only 5 minutes from town.  3 
BR, 1-1/2 BA, fully furnished. 
$1475/mo.  Call for an ap-
pointment (951) 217-1064.

Commercial Rentals

Mountain Manor 
Reduced rates.....  
54585 N. Circle Dr.  
Suite B, $550/mo.   
2 offices & bath.  

Approx. 460 sq. ft.  
Pete Daly   

(619) 871-7235.

FREE 1st month rent with 
one year lease. Office space 
13’x12’ in the Town Crier build-
ing. 54295 Village Center Dr. 
Ample parking.  $300/mo. 
Call (951) 659-2145.

Ask about our

YARD SALE KITS!
Each kit contains:
• 3 All-Weather Yard Sale Signs  

11x14” (Bright Pink, Glossy,  
Thick)

• 275 Fluorescent Pre-Priced  
Labels

• Pre-Sale Checklist
• Sales Record Form
Stop by the Town Crier 
and check them out. 
659-2145

Just 
$6.50 

plus tax!

Continued ˚
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Public Notices
Legals • Doing Business As

For questions about Public Notices call Sandy at the Town Crier 
(951) 659-2145 or E-mail: sandy@towncrier.com

Every day throughout the United States, 
newspapers publish thousands of public 
notices about events, conditions or actions 
that affect countless individuals, families, 
neighborhoods and businesses. Public no-
tices cover many topics, including business 
matters, liquor licensing, public auctions and 
sales, estates, zoning, public meetings, bids 
to sell goods and services to the government, 
local government finances and state and lo-
cal elections. Public notice is a fundamental 
component of our system of representative 
democracy, which depends upon the partici-
pation of educated, responsible citizens.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

The following person is doing business as 
POWER BOUND ELECTRICAL, INC., 55080 
South Circle Dr., Idyllwild, CA 92549, Riverside 
County. Mailing address: P.O. Box 3439, Idyllwild, 
CA 92549.  Power Bound Electrical, Inc. 55080 
South Circle Dr., Idyllwild, CA 92549-3439, a 
California corporation. 

This business is conducted by a Corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business 

under the fictitious business name listed above 
on 1/1/2001.

  Signed:
Victoria M. Duron

Vice President
Statement filed with the County Clerk of 

Riverside County on Nov. 19, 2012.
FILE NO.:

R-2012-12505
NOTICE — THIS FICTITIOUS NAME 

STATEMENT EXPIRES ON NOV, 19, 2017. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO NOV. 19, 
2017. THE FILING OF THIS STATEMENT 
DOES NOT ITSELF AUTHORIZE THE USE 
IN THIS STATE OF A FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME IN VIOLATION OF THE RIGHTS OF 
ANOTHER UNDER FEDERAL, STATE, OR 
COMMON LAW (SEE SECTION 14411 ET SEQ., 
BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS CODE).

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that this copy is a correct copy 
of the original statement on file in my office.

LARRY W. WARD,
County Clerk

By: C. Berg, Deputy
Pub. TC: Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 2012.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE SALES
Trustee Sale No. 12-00460-2 Loan No: 
1060050818-18 APN 561-050-007-2,  

561-050-016-0, 561-050-017-1 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE YOU ARE 

IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST 
DATED May 20, 2005. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, 
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU 
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On 
December 27, 2012, at 09:00 AM, at the front 
steps to the entrance of the former Corona Police 
Department, at 849 W. Sixth Street, Corona, CA, 
FIDELITY NATIONAL TITLE COMPANY, as 
the duly appointed Trustee, under and pursuant 
to the power of sale contained in that certain 
Deed of Trust Recorded on May 31, 2005, as 
Instrument No. 2005-0432861 of Official Re-
cords in the office of the Recorder of Riverside 
County, CA, executed by: QUIET CREEK INN 
& VACATION RENTALS, LLC, A CALIFORNIA 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY, as Trustor, in 
favor of BANK OF THE WEST, as Beneficiary, 
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER, in lawful money of the 
United States, all payable at the time of sale, 
that certain property situated in said County, 
California describing the land therein as: AS 
MORE FULLY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” 
ATTACHED HERETO EXHIBIT “A” Parcel 1: 
That portion of the North Half of Section 13, 
Township 5 South, Range 2 East, San Bernardino 
Meridian, in the County of Riverside, State of 
California, according to the Official Plat thereof, 
described as follows: Beginning at the Southeast 

corner of said Northwest Quarter of Section 13; 
thence South 89°28’ West on the South line of 
said Northwest Quarter, a distance of 665.47 feet; 
thence North 00°14’ East, a distance of 26.56 
feet to the most Southerly corner of Parcel 2, as 
shown on Record of Survey, Book 11, Page 39, 
Records of Recorders Office of Riverside County,  
California; thence North 58°30’30” East along the 
Southerly boundary of said Parcel 2, a distance of 
105.76 feet; thence North 78°16’ East, a distance 
of 96.02 feet; thence North 65°58’ East, a distance 
of 30.75 feet to the most Easterly corner of said 
Parcel 2, being the True Point of Beginning of this 
description; thence North 27°45’30” West on the 
Easterly boundary of said Parcel 2, a distance of 
269.58 feet to its intersection with the Southerly 
line of a 40.00 foot road, as shown on Record of 
Survey, Book 11, Page 55, Records of the Record-
ers Office of Riverside County, California; thence 
North 89°05’ East on the Southerly line of said 
road, a distance of 239.46 feet; thence North 
71°49’ East on the Southerly line of said road, 
a distance of 196.19 feet to the beginning of a 
curve; thence on the arc of a curve, concave to 
the Southwest, having a radius of 80.00 feet and 
a central angle of 80°45’ a distance of 112.75 feet 
to the end of said curve; thence continuing on 
the boundary of said road, South 27°26’ East, a 
distance of 180.81 feet; thence South 66°14’ West, 
a distance of 237.00 feet; thence South 88°12’ 
West, a distance of 262.75 feet to the True Point 
of Beginning. Except that portion conveyed to the 
County of Riverside by Deed recorded August 24, 
1954, as Instrument No. 43254, Official Records. 
Said land is included within the area shown on 
a Map filed in Book 11, Page 55, of Records of 
Survey, in the Office of the County Recorder of 
said County. Parcel 2: That portion of Section 13, 
Township 5 South, Range 2 East, San Bernardino 
Meridian, in the County of Riverside, State of 
California, according to the Official Plat thereof, 
described as follows: Beginning at a point on the 
Southwest line of a road, 40.00 feet wide, which 
point bears North 54°20’00” East, 130.58 feet 
from the center quarter corner of said Section 
13, as shown on Map filed in Book 11, Page 55, 
of Record of Surveys, in the Office of the County 
Recorder of said County; thence North 33°40’00” 

West, 66.79 feet on said Southwesterly line to an 
angle point therein; thence North 27°26’00” West, 
29.40 feet on said Southwesterly line to the most 
Northerly corner of the land described in Deed to 
Daniel Jenson Engholm, et ux, recorded March 
27,1945 as Instrument No. 2872, Official Records, 
and the True Point of Beginning; thence on the 
Northerly line of last said land, the following 
courses: South 57°48’00” West, 211.00 feet; South 
57°02’00” West, 94.00 feet; North 87°07’00” West, 
151.00 feet; South 76°45’00” West, 189.00 feet; 
South 52°29’00” West, 251.00 feet to the most 
Westerly corner of last said land; thence South-
westerly to an angle point in the Northerly line 
of Idyllbrook Meadows Tract No. 2, as shown on 
a Map filed in Book 21, Page 89 of Maps, in the 
Office of the County Recorder of said County, 
said angle point being the Easterly terminus of 
that portion of said Northerly line shown on 
said Map as bearing South 80°53’30” East, 123.28 
feet; thence North 80°53’30” West, 123.28 feet 
on said Northerly line to an angle point therein; 
thence South 79°47’00” West, 269.29 feet on said 
Northerly line to the Northeast corner of Lot 
72 as shown on last said Map; thence leaving 
said Northerly line, Northwesterly to the most 
Southerly corner of the land described in Deed to 
Mother Trust Superet Light Science Foundation 
recorded July 22, 1960 as Instrument No. 64888, 
Official Records; thence on the Southeast line 
of last said land the following courses: North 
74°58’30” East, 205.04 feet; North 73°29’00” East, 
126.34 feet; 60°56’00” East, 127.90 feet; North 
43°24’30” East, 156.50 feet; North 58°30’30” 
East, 122.76 feet; North 78°16’00” East, 96.02 
feet; North 65°58’00” East, 30.56 feet to the 
most Easterly corner of last said land, also being 
an angle point in the Southerly line of the land 
described by Deed to Fred Antemuth, et ux, 
recorded May 8, 1942 as Instrument No. 1180, 
Official Records; thence North 88°12’00” East, 
262.75 feet on said Southerly line to an angle 
point therein; thence North 66°14’00” East, 
237.00 feet on said Southerly line to the Southwest 
line of said 40.00 foot wide road; thence South 
27°26’00” East, on said Southwest line to the True 

See Public Notices, next page

Sudoku
(Answers on previous page)

Crossword
(Answers on previous page)

Real Estate

A Double-Decker fresh on 
the market! Let the outdoors 
in but not the cold through 
dual-pane windows viewing 
tree-studded land. 4 BR with 
room to romp, 2 great rooms. 
Free recorded info: (800) 
844-8410 ext. 4, #00924242 
Realty Source.

Health

Canada Drug Center is your 
choice for safe and affordable 
medications. Our licensed 
Canadian mail order phar-
macy will provide you with 
savings of up to 90 percent 
on all your medication needs. 
Call Today 866-723-7089 
for $10.00 off your first pre-
scription and free shipping. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Do you know your Testos-
terone Levels? Call 888-
904-2372 and ask about 
our test kits and get a FREE 
Trial of Progene All-Natural 
Testosterone Supplement. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Apply Now, 12 Drivers Need-
ed, Top 5% Pay & Late Model 
Equip. Guaranteed Home for 
Xmas. Need CDL Class A 
Driving Exp. 877-258-8782 
www.ad-drivers.com (Cal-
SCAN)

FOR SALE OR LEASE
1,536 SQUARE FEET

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL SITE
Corner of N. CIRCLE AND CEDAR

PHONE IAN @ 714-269-7666
EMAIL JITIAN@VERIZON.NET

Health
Driver - $0.03 enhanced 
quarterly bonus. Get paid 
for any portion you qualify 
for: safety, production, MPG. 
CDL-A, 3 months current 
OTR exp. 1-800-414-9569. 
www.driveknight.com (Cal-
SCAN)

DRIVERS - ONLY 6 MONTHS 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED!  Up 
to 38cpm. Pets Welcome. 
$250 Orientation Pay! OO‚s, 
Lease-Purchase Drivers Also 
Wanted. CDL-A. OTR 48-
states. 888-440-2465. (Cal-
SCAN)

Drivers: Class A CDL Driver 
Training. $0 Training Cost 
with employment commit-
ment if you enroll in the 
month of December! Central 
Refrigerated(877) 369-7091 
www.centraltruckdrivingjobs.
com (Cal-SCAN)

Attention SLEEP APNEA 
SUFFERERS with Medicare. 
Get FREE CPAP Replace-
ment Supplies at No Cost, 
plus FREE home delivery! 
Best of all, prevent red skin 
sores and bacterial infection! 
Call 888-699-7660. (Cal-
SCAN)

Medical Alert for Seniors 
- 24/7 monitoring. FREE 
Equipment. FREE Shipping. 
Nationwide Service. $29.95/
Month CALL Medical Guard-
ian Today 866-944-5935. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Horoscope

Classifieds
Continued from previous page

Commercial Rentals

 ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) It’s a good time for re-
unions with those very special 
people from your past. You 
could be pleasantly surprised 
by what comes to light during 
one of these get-togethers.
 TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) The new year gets off to an 
encouraging start for the Bold 
Bovine who takes that demand-
ing workplace challenge by the 
horns and steers it in the right 
direction.
 GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) The clever Gemini will be 
quick to spot the telltale signs 
of  workplace changes that 
could open up new opportuni-
ties for the right person. (And 
that’s you, isn’t it?)
 CANCER (June 21 to July 
22) The Moon Child’s post-
holiday letdown soon lifts as 
you begin to get back into your 
comfortable routine. Someone 
from your past extends a sur-
prise bid to reconnect.
 LEO (July 23 to August 22) 
You’ve been the ultimate social 
Lion over the holidays. Now it’s 
time to relax and recharge your 
energy so you can be at your 
best when you pounce on that 
new project.
 VIRGO (August 23 to Sep-
tember 22) A relationship could 
be moving in a direction you 
might not want to follow. Step 
back for a better overview of 
the situation. You might be 
surprised at what you see.
 LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) Emotions rule at 

the start of the week, affect-
ing your perception about a 
decision. Best advice: Avoid 
commitments until that good 
Libran sense kicks back in.
 SCORPIO (October 23 
to November 21) A longtime 
friendship could take a ro-
mantic turn early in the new 
year. While this pleases your 
passionate side, your logical 
self might want to go slow.
 SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 to December 21) Someone 
might make a surprising disclo-
sure about a trusted friend or 
workplace colleague. Stay cool 
and reserve judgment until you 
get more facts.
 CAPRICORN (December 
22 to January 19) You might 
think you’ve found what you’ve 
been looking for. But appear-
ances can be deceiving. Don’t 
act on your discovery until you 
know more about it.
 AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) You’re no doubt 
anxious for that confusing situ-
ation to be cleared up. But don’t 
press for a quick resolution or 
you might overlook some vital 
facts.
 PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) Now that your 
holiday distractions are easing, 
you need to apply yourself to 
getting those unfinished tasks 
done so you can begin a new 
project with a clean slate.
 BORN THIS WEEK: People 
respect both your wisdom and 
your deep sense of loyalty and 
compassion.

ACROSS
 1 First name of 

7-Down
 4 Baseball stats
 8 Crock-Pot 

contents
12 Unclose, 

poetically
13 Not 

procrastinating
14 “National 

Treasure” star
15 A-ha’s megahit
17 Desire
18 “2001: A Space 

Odyssey” 
author

19 Symbol of 
intrigue

21 Corn spike
22 Online gamer’s 

icon
26 Gee follower

29 Underwear 
with underwire

30 Inseparable
31 Castle 

protection
32 Decay
33 Snips
34 Hooter
35 Fellow
36 Insertion mark
37 Holy
39 Actor McBride
40 Comic Philips
41 Molest
45 Donkey’s pin-

on?
48 1989 Morgan 

Freeman movie
50 “- Karenina”
51 Obnoxiously 

proper sort
52 “Monkey suit”
53 Hoodoo

54 Tortoise’s rival
55 Pigs’ dig

DOWN
 1 Mil. training 

grp.
 2 October 

birthstone
 3 Prefix meaning 

“10”
 4 Water pipe
 5 Central
 6 Curry or 

Conway
 7 “Maggie May” 

singer
 8 Diving gear
 9 Pitch
10 Early bird?
11 Tiny
16 Upright
20 Actress 

Longoria

23 Go sightseeing
24 Initial stake
25 Whatever’s left 

over
26 Andy’s pal
27 “The Music 

Man” setting
28 Body powder
29 Tarzan’s son
32 Santa’s guide
33 Egypt’s capital
35 Jewel
36 Alter
38 Take it easy
39 Lead the 

meeting
42 Picnic invaders
43 Filth
44 Alluring
45 - Mahal
46 Singer DiFranco
47 Hostel
49 Historic time

Jim Crandall
Underline

Jim Crandall
Underline
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ATTENTION
IDY BUSINESS

OWNERS ...
Did you know?

• You are required to fi le a DBA (Doing 
Business As), also called an FBN 

(Fictitious Business Name), statement with the 
county when you start a business.

• Your DBA expires after 5 years, and you 
need to refi le.

The Town Crier can fi le your DBA for you, 
saving you from the paperwork hassle and 
the time and gas it would take to go to the 

County Recorder’s Offi ce. 
Call Sandy at (951) 659-2145 or stop by 
the Town Crier, 24945 Village Center Dr. 

(offi ce open Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 
from 9 am to 5 pm.)

Public notices
Continued from previous page

Point of Beginning. Except that portion de-
scribed by Deed to the County of Riverside, 
recorded September 22, 1954 as Instrument No. 
48954, Offi cial Records. APN: 561-050-007-2, 
561-050-016-0, 561-050-017-1 NOTICE TO 
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering 
bidding on this property lien, you should under-
stand that there are risks involved in bidding at 
a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, 
not on the property itself. Placing the highest 
bid at a trustee auction does not automatically 
entitle you to free and clear ownership of the 
property. You should also be aware that the lien 
being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you 
are the highest bidder at the auction, you are 
or may be responsible for paying off all liens 
senior to the lien being auctioned off, before 
you can receive clear title to the property. You 
are encouraged to investigate the existence, 
priority, and size of outstanding liens that may 
exist on this property by contacting the county 
recorder`s offi ce or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge you a fee for this 
information. If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware that the same 
lender may hold more than one mortgage or 
deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown 
on this notice of sale may be postponed one 
or more times by the mortgagee, benefi ciary, 
trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of 
the California Civil Code. The law requires that 
information about trustee sale postponements 
be made available to you and to the public, as a 
courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you 
wish to learn whether your sale date has been 
postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled 
time and date for the sale of this property, you 
may call 714-573-1965 or visit this Internet 
Web site www.priorityposting.com, using the 
fi le number assigned to this case 12-00460-2. 
Information about postponements that are very 
short in duration or that occur close in time 
to the scheduled sale may not immediately be 
refl ected in the telephone information or on the 
Internet Web site. The best way to verify post-
ponement information is to attend the scheduled 
sale. Benefi ciary has elected and hereby elects to 
conduct a unifi ed foreclosure sale pursuant to 
the provisions of California Commercial Code 
Section 9604(a)(1)(B) and to include in the 
nonjudicial foreclosure of the estate described 
in this Notice of Trustee’s Sale all of the personal 
property and fi xtures described in the Deed of 
Trust and in any other instruments in favor of 
Benefi ciary, which property is more particularly 
described in Exhibit “B” hereto. EXHIBIT “B” 
TRUSTEE SALE NO. 12-00460-2 PERSONAL 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: 26345 DELANO 
DRIVE, IDYLLWILD, CA Capitalized terms 
not defi ned herein shall have the same mean-
ing as those in the Note, Secured Obligations; 
that certain Commercial Security Agreement 
dated as of January 16, 2007, that certain UCC 
Financing Statement fi led 12/1/2008 under 
fi les No. 0871798952 and any continuations 
thereto; the Deed of Trust and/or any other loan 
documents, and that ALL CHATTEL PAPER, 
EQUIPMENT, GENERAL INTANGIBLES AND 
FIXTURES; WHETHER ANY OF THE FORE-
GOING IS OWNED NOW OR ACQUIRED 
LATER; ALL ACCESSIONS, ADDITIONS, 
REPLACEMENTS, AND SUBSTITUTIONS 
RELATING TO ANY OF THE FOREGOING; 
ALL RECORDS OF ANY KIND RELATING TO 
ANY OF THE FOREGOING; ALL PROCEEDS 
RELATING TO THE FOREGOING (INCLUD-
ING INSURANCE, GENERAL INTANGIBLES 
AND ACCOUNTS PROCEEDS) (A) All ac-
cessions, attachments, accessories, tools, parts, 
supplies, replacements of and additions to any 
of the collateral described herein, whether added 
now or later. (B) All products and produce of any 
of the property described in this Exhibit B. (C) 
All accounts, general intangibles, instruments, 
rents, monies, payments, and all other rights, 
arising out of a sale, lease, consignment or other 
disposition of any of the property described 
in this Exhibit B. (D) All proceeds (including 
insurance proceeds) from the sale, destruction, 
loss, or other disposition of any of the property 
described in this Exhibit B, and sums due from 
a third party who has damaged or destroyed the 
Collateral or from that party’s insurer, whether 
due to judgment, settlement or other process. 
(E) All records and data relating to any of the 
property described In this Exhibit B, whether in 

the form of a writing, photograph, microfi lm, 
microfi che, or electronic media, together with 
all of Grantor’s right, title, and interest in and 
to all computer software required to utilize, 
create, maintain, and process any such records 
or data on electronic media. Benefi ciary reserves 
the right to revoke its election as to some or all 
of said personal property and/or fi xtures, or to 
add additional personal property and/or fi xtures 
to the election herein expressed, at Benefi ciary’s 
sole election, from time to time and at any time 
until the consummation of the trustee’s sale to be 
conducted pursuant to the Deed of Trust and this 
Notice of Trustee’s Sale. The property heretofore 
described is being sold “as is”. The street address 
and other common designation, if any, of the 
real property described above is purported to be: 
26345 DELANO DRIVE, IDYLLWILD, CA The 
undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for 
any incorrectness of the street address and other 
common designation, if any, shown herein. Said 
sale will be made without covenant or warranty, 
express or implied, regarding title, possession, 
or encumbrances, to pay the remaining unpaid 
balance of the obligations secured by and pursu-
ant to the power of sale contained in that certain 
Deed of Trust (together with any modifi cations 
thereto). The total amount of the unpaid balance 
of the obligations secured by the property to be 
sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses 
and advances at the time of the initial publication 
of this Notice of Trustee`s Sale is estimated to be 
$1,242,647.53 (Estimated), provided, however, 
prepayment premiums, accrued interest and 
advances will increase this fi gure prior to sale. 
Benefi ciary`s bid at said sale may include all or 
part of said amount. In addition to cash, the 
Trustee will accept a cashier`s check drawn on a 
state or national bank, a check drawn by a state 
or federal credit union or a check drawn by a 
state or federal savings and loan association, 
savings association or savings bank specifi ed in 
Section 5102 of the California Financial Code 
and authorized to do business in California, or 
other such funds as may be acceptable to the 
trustee. In the event tender other than cash is 
accepted, the Trustee may withhold the issuance 
of the Trustee`s Deed Upon Sale until funds 
become available to the payee or endorsee as 
a matter of right. The property offered for sale 
excludes all funds held on account by the prop-
erty receiver, if applicable. DATE: November 28, 
2012 FIDELITY NATIONAL TITLE COMPANY, 
TRUSTEE 12-00460-2 11000 Olson Drive Ste 
101 Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 916-636-0114 
Rachel Cissney, Authorized Signature SALE IN-
FORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED ON LINE 
AT www.priorityposting.com AUTOMATED 
SALES INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 714-
573-1965 P1006125 12/6, 12/13, 12/20/2012
Pub. TC: Dec. 6, 13, 20, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

The following person is doing busi ness as 
VILLAGE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, 160 
N.Luring Drive, Ste. I, Palm Springs, CA 92262. 
Mailing address: P.O Box 4626, Palm Springs, 
CA 92263. VPM RENTS, INC., 160 N. Luring 
Drive, Ste. I, Palm Springs, CA 92262, a California 
corporation.

This business is conducted by a Corporation.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact busi-

 ness un der the fi c ti tious name listed above.
  Signed:

MICHAEL HEATH
President

Statement fi led with the County Clerk of 
Riverside County on Nov. 27, 2012.

FILE NO.:
I-2012-03051

NOTICE — THIS FICTITIOUS NAME 
STATEMENT EXPIRES ON NOV. 27, 2017. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
 MENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO NOV. 27, 
2017. THE FILING OF THIS STATE MENT 
DOES NOT IT SELF AU THORIZE THE USE 
IN THIS STATE OF A FIC TI TIOUS BUSI NESS 
NAME IN VIO LATION OF THE RIGHTS OF 
ANOTHER UNDER FED ER AL, STATE, OR 
COM MON LAW (SEE SEC TION 14411 ET SEQ., 
BUSI NESS AND PRO FES SIONS CODE).

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that this copy is a cor rect copy 

of the origi nal statement on fi le in my offi ce.

LARRY W. WARD,
County Clerk

By: J. Buenrostro, Deputy
Pub. TC: Dec. 6, 13, 20, 28, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing busi ness as 

CARPENTER CHRIS, 63340 Palm Canyon 
Dr., Mountain Center, CA 92561, Riverside 
County. CHRISTOPHER BRYAN ACALINAS, 
63340 Palm Canyon Dr., Mountain Center, 
CA 92561.

This business is conducted by an Indi-
vidual.

Registrant has not yet begun to transact busi-
 ness un der the fi c ti tious name listed above.

  Signed:
CHRISTOPHER ACALINAS

Statement fi led with the County Clerk of 
Riverside County on Nov. 21, 2012.

FILE NO.:
R-2012-12609

NOTICE — THIS FICTITIOUS NAME 
STATEMENT EXPIRES ON NOV. 21, 2017. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
 MENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO NOV. 21, 
2017. THE FILING OF THIS STATE MENT 
DOES NOT IT SELF AU THORIZE THE USE 
IN THIS STATE OF A FIC TI TIOUS BUSI NESS 
NAME IN VIO LATION OF THE RIGHTS OF 
ANOTHER UNDER FED ER AL, STATE, OR 
COM MON LAW (SEE SEC TION 14411 ET SEQ., 
BUSI NESS AND PRO FES SIONS CODE).

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that this copy is a cor rect copy 

of the origi nal statement on fi le in my offi ce.

LARRY W. WARD,
County Clerk

By: T. Vargas, Deputy
Pub. TC: Dec. 6, 13, 20, 28, 2012.

HEC 1203808
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, 880 NORTH STATE 
STREET, HEMET, CA 92543.

PETITION OF DIANE O’NEIL FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME.

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
1. Petitioner: DIANE O’NEIL fi led a peti-

tion with this court for a decree changing name 
as follows:

a. Present name: ALEXANDRA LOWE 
PFEFFER changed to Proposed name: ALEX-
ANDRA LOWE O’NEIL.

2. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. Any person objecting to 
the name changes described above must fi le a 
written objection that includes the reasons for 
the objection at least two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written objection 
is timely fi led, the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
a. Date: 1/14/13 Time: 8:30 a.m. Dept. H1.
b. The address of the court is same as 

noted above.
3. a. A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 

be published at least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set for hear-
ing on the petition in the following newspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this county: 
Idyllwild Town Crier.

Date: DEC. 4, 2012
KATHLEEN JACOBS
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

Pub. TC: Dec. 13, 20, 28, 2012, Jan. 4, 2013.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
ABANDONED PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned 
will sell at public auction pursuant to Section 
1988 of the Civil Code of the Sate of Califor-
nia; the following personal property to-wit 
identifi ed by the tenant name and storage unit 
number/description.

ALBERT MORTVEDT
P.O. BOX 63
IDYLLWILD  CA  92549
1962 MAYFLOWER
DECAL # LBF2509
SERIAL # S1561
LABEL # MH235058
This sale will be by competitive bidding on 

the 21st day of DECEMBER  2012, at 10:00  a.m. 
on the premises where said property is stored 
and which is located at, 26350 DELANO DR 
#71, IDYLLWILD,  CA  92549.

Purchases must be made with cash and paid 
for at the time of purchase. This sale is subject to 

cancellation in the event of settlement between 
landlord and obligated party.                  
Pub. TC: Dec. 13, 20, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

The following person is doing busi ness as 
JOEY LATIMER ENTERPRISES, 52655 Avenida 
Herrera, La Quinta, CA 92253, Riverside County  
JOSEPH WARREN LATIMER, 52655 Avenida 
Herrera, La Quinta, CA 92253. 

This business is conducted by an Indi-
vidual.

Registrant commenced to transact busi-
 ness un der the fi c ti tious name listed above 
Oct. 12, 2007.

  Signed:
JOSEPH WARREN LATIMER

Statement fi led with the County Clerk of 
Riverside County on Nov. 29, 2012.

FILE NO.:
R-2012-12802

NOTICE — THIS FICTITIOUS NAME 
STATEMENT EXPIRES ON NOV. 29, 2017. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
 MENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO NOV. 29, 
2017. THE FILING OF THIS STATE MENT 
DOES NOT IT SELF AU THORIZE THE USE 
IN THIS STATE OF A FIC TI TIOUS BUSI NESS 
NAME IN VIO LATION OF THE RIGHTS 
OF ANOTHER UNDER FED ER AL, STATE, 
OR COM MON LAW (SEE SEC TION 14411 
ET SEQ., BUSI NESS AND PRO FES SIONS 
CODE).

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that this copy is a cor rect copy 

of the origi nal statement on fi le in my offi ce.

LARRY W. WARD,
County Clerk

By: N. Medina, Deputy
Pub. TC: Dec. 13, 20, 28, 2012, Jan. 4, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

The following person is doing busi ness as 
IDYLLWILD LIVING ROOM GALLERY, 54300 
N. Circle Dr., Idyllwild, CA 92549, Riverside 
County. Mailing address: P.O. Box 240, Idyllwild, 
CA 92549. MICHAEL LELAND AHERN, 26345 
Delano Dr., Idyllwild, CA 92549. 

This business is conducted by an Indi-
vidual.

Registrant commenced to transact busi-
 ness un der the fi c ti tious name listed above 
Jan. 1, 2012.

  Signed:
MICAHEL L. AHERN

Statement fi led with the County Clerk of 
Riverside County on Dec. 3, 2012.

FILE NO.:
R-2012-12906

NOTICE — THIS FICTITIOUS NAME 
STATEMENT EXPIRES ON DEC. 3, 2017. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
 MENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO DEC. 3, 
2017. THE FILING OF THIS STATE MENT 
DOES NOT IT SELF AU THORIZE THE USE 
IN THIS STATE OF A FIC TI TIOUS BUSI NESS 
NAME IN VIO LATION OF THE RIGHTS 
OF ANOTHER UNDER FED ER AL, STATE, 
OR COM MON LAW (SEE SEC TION 14411 
ET SEQ., BUSI NESS AND PRO FES SIONS 
CODE).

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that this copy is a cor rect copy 

of the origi nal statement on fi le in my offi ce.

LARRY W. WARD,
County Clerk

By: C. Teran, Deputy
Pub. TC: Dec. 13, 20, 28, 2012, Jan. 4, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

The following person is doing busi ness as 
MR. BARBECUE (BBQ), 81955 Hwy 111, Ste. 
107, Indio, CA 92201, Riverside County. ALL 
VALLEY BBQ, SPA & PATIO, INC. 81955 Hwy 
111, Ste. 107, Indio, CA 92201, a California 
Corporation

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion.

Registrant commenced to transact busi-
 ness un der the fi c ti tious name listed above in 
February 2006.

  Signed:
LELAND BERLINER

President
Statement fi led with the County Clerk of 

Riverside County on Nov. 28, 2012.
FILE NO.:

I-2012-03066
NOTICE — THIS FICTITIOUS NAME 

STATEMENT EXPIRES ON NOV. 28, 2017. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
 MENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO NOV. 28, 
2017. THE FILING OF THIS STATE MENT 
DOES NOT IT SELF AU THORIZE THE USE 
IN THIS STATE OF A FIC TI TIOUS BUSI NESS 
NAME IN VIO LATION OF THE RIGHTS 
OF ANOTHER UNDER FED ER AL, STATE, 
OR COM MON LAW (SEE SEC TION 14411 
ET SEQ., BUSI NESS AND PRO FES SIONS 
CODE).

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that this copy is a cor rect copy 

of the origi nal statement on fi le in my offi ce.

LARRY W. WARD,
County Clerk

By: S. Romero, Deputy
Pub. TC: Dec. 13, 20, 28, 2012, Jan. 4, 2013.

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF CHRISTOPHER CHARLES 

CLARK
Case No. PSP1200749

 To all heirs, benefi ciaries, creditors, contin-
gent creditors, and persons who may otherwise 
be interested in the will or estate, or both, of 
CHRISTOPHER CHARLES CLARK.

 A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been 
fi led by Pauline Baker in the Superior Court of 
California, County of RIVERSIDE.

 THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests 
that Pauline Baker be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate of the 
decedent.

 THE PETITION requests the decedent’s will 
and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The 
will and any codicils are available for examination 
in the fi le kept by the court.

 THE PETITION requests authority to 
administer the estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal representative to take 

many actions without obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative will be 
required to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or consented 
to the proposed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be granted unless 
an interested person fi les an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority.

 A HEARING on the petition will be held 
on January 15, 2013 at 8:45 AM in Dept. No. 
PS1 located at 3255 E. Tahquitz Cyn Way, PALM 
SPRINGS, CA 92262.

 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the hearing and 
state your objections or fi le written objections 
with the court before the hearing. Your appear-
ance may be in person or by your attorney.

 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent 
creditor of the deceased, you must fi le your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within 
four months from the date of fi rst issuance of 
letters as provided in Probate Code section 9100. 
The time for fi ling claims will not expire before 
four months from the hearing date noticed 
above.

 YOU MAY EXAMINE the fi le kept by 
the court. If you are a person interested in the 
estate, you may fi le with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the fi ling of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:
REBECCA J THYNE ESQ
SBN 127108
LAGERLOF SENECAL GOSNEY
& KRUSE LLP
301 N LAKE AVE 10TH FLR
STE 1000
PASADENA CA 91101-4108

Pub. TC: Nov. 20, 28, 2012, Jan. 4, 2013.

Opinions
Continued from page 9

 In his vigorous digging 
frenzy, Mr. Gopher pushed 
open the 1/4 turn valve, 
releasing the gush of water, 
which flowed out of this 
broken pipe, undetected 
until discovered by my-
self. 

 How can I be sure it 
was Mr. Gopher? Well, I 
can’t!
 He couldn’t be reached 
for comment, and wasn’t 
able to attend the board 
meeting! But FVWD Gen-
eral Manager Steve Erler 
agrees with me on this. 
 How could anyone but 
a gopher or ground squir-
rel dig up a buried box, 

open the lid, dig down to 
the shut-off valve, open 
it, then pack perfect loose 
dirt in the box, replace the 
lid, and bury it with hard 
weedy dirt? It had to be 
the rascally Mr. Gopher! 
 Incidentally, the article 
failed to mention some-
thing else. Board member 
Jim Reese floated the rea-
sonable suggestion that, 

g iven the unusual cir-
cumstances of this case, 
the board reduce the rate 
per 100 cubic feet to the 
FVWD “cost” level. 
 The board gave this idea 
the ca-bosh without even 
flinching! I know... I was 
there! Too bad Mr. Gopher 
wasn’t! 

James Brannan
Idyllwild 

 Editor’s note: The story to 
which this letter refers was 
about whether Fern Valley 
Water District would reduce 
or forgive the Horowitz’s 
bill.
 The board chose not to 
do that. 

Mr. Brannan attended the 
meeting and did mention his 

theory of the gopher’s role. 
 However, neither Mr. 
Erler’s offi cial report to the 
FVWD board nor the min-
utes of the meeting refer to 
the gopher as the culprit or 
mention any other cause.
 The issue was whether 
the bill would be reduced, 
not why the leak occurred.

Jim Crandall
Underline

Jim Crandall
Underline
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Find the Idyllwild Service 
Directory and Almost All the 

News, Anytime at
idyllwildtowncrier.com!

Chuck Clayton
Construction
General Contractor

Lic# 328425
New Homes

Additions — Remodels
Cement • Fiber Siding

Redwood Decking
Composite Decking 

Garages

(951) 659-4243Window Washing
Carpet Cleaning 
Home Repairs 

Personal Assistance
My Face At Your Door 

Every Time!
Jim Brannan • Since 1985

Idyllwild (951) 659-2688
cottage.caretakers@yahoo.com

Cottage
Caretakers

House 
Cleaning

If you see a photo 
you want in the 
Town Crier, we 

can usually make 
a color print for 

you. 
Call Sandy at 

659-2145

To fi nd out if a 
con trac tor’s 

license is valid 
and current, call 
the California 

Contractors State 
License Board at 
1-800-321-2752 

or visit the
 website at 

www.cslb.ca.gov

• New ads placed at beginning of month only
• Deadline for new ads: 5 p.m. last Thursday of month
• Unless the heading is currently run ning, your ad must be 2 col. x 2" or larger.
• Minimum insertion: 1 month
• One copy change permitted month ly
• Deadline for copy change: noon Fri day

1 COL. X 2" = $13.80 PER WEEK

1 COL. X 2-1/2" = $17.25 PER WEEK

2 COL. X 2" = $27.60 PER WEEK

2 COL. X 2-1/2" = $34.50 PER WEEK

2 COL. X 3" = $41.40 PER WEEK

2 COL. X 3-1/2" = $48.30 PER WEEK

Abatement

Questions? Call Sandy at (951) 659-2145 or Email: sandy@towncrier.com

Idyllwild Service Directory

IDYLLWILD
YARD

SERVICE

951-659-9748
Cell: 951-326-5796

Abatement, 
Property Maintenance, 

Raking, 
Light Hauling

Smog
Check

•ROAD SERVICE•
Day or Nite/Call Us!

Days ~ 659-2613
Eves ~ 659-2748

CLOSED SUNDAYS

✔

AUTO REPAIR
25015 HWY. 243 • ARB # AB 130423

Auto Care 
Center

We Install Quality NAPA Parts

Chris & June Rockwell
659-9845

idyllwild.appliances@verizon.net
Lic#A42153

IDYLLWILD AP PLI ANCE 
& Repair Co.

• Sales on new & 
used appliances

• Quality service 
on ap pli anc es & 
heat ing systems

Appliances Auto Repair

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Cleaning Services

659-5152

REMODELS

ADDITIONS

DECKS

CARPORTS

GARAGES

KITCHENS

BATHS

state license # 361734

eric townsend construction co.

www.erictownsendconstruction.com

Construction

PRICES

FULLY INSURED
Lic. #021728

CLEANING SERVICES

Window Cleaning • Vacation Home
Inns • Maintenance Services

Camp & Construction Cleaning
Carpet • Upholstery • Full Services

Gloria Perez / Owner

• Serving Idyllwild 
   Since 2000
• Free Estimates
• Service 7 Days a Week

P.O. Box 827, Idyllwild, CA 92549
Cell: 951.663.8433 • Home: 951.659.2633

www.idycleaning.com • perezcleaning659@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Town Crier Store! 
In addition to business cards, we offer: 

Color copies, notary service, graphic design 
services, computer printouts, computer photo 

printing, letterhead, envelopes, calendars 
and Idyllwild license plate frames!

(951) 659-2145

Johnny’s 
Handyman 
Services

Riv. Co. Lic. #: 026747
• Plumbing • Fences 
• Roofi ng • Sprinklers 
• Decks  • Flooring
• Yardwork • Drywall 
• Demolition  • Masonry 
• Painting  • Concrete

OWNER: Salvador Fuentes
Cell: (951) 334-6215

(951) 659-6451 • CELL: (951) 805-5515
P.O. Box 110, Idyllwild, CA 92549

Patty & Aurelio Perez

PATTY PEREZ
IDYLLWILD PROFESSIONAL

CLEANING SERVICE

General Cleaning: 
Commercial, Residential, Vacation 

Home; Window Cleaning, Carpet & 
Upholstery; Fully Insured/Bonded

FREE ES TI MATES • Serving Idyllwild Since 1995

GUARANTEED NO MESS!
An Idyllwild Tradition

Call Today to Beat 
the Winter Rush

Evening/Weekend Appts.

951-659-4800

Top Hat Chim ney Sweep ing 
Serving Idyllwild and surrounding areas 

Chimney Sweep

ONLY $50 a month!

Forest Cleaning 
& Maintenance Service

IDYLLWILD’S LOCAL CLEAN ING & 
MAINTENANCE SPE CIAL ISTS

Residential Cleaning Service • Carpet & Upholstery 
Window Cleaning • Floor Care • Wood Floor Refi nishing

Power Washing • Deck Staining • Vacation Rentals

    Residential • Va ca tion Homes • Com mer cial

FULLY INSURED & BONDED FERNANDO ALVAREZ

659-1012 www.idyllwildcleaning.com

FU
LL

SERVICE

CO
M
 PA N

Y

Cleaning Services
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Visit www.idyllwildtowncrier.com

The Town Cri er 
is available beyond 

Idyllwild ... 

•  in Pine Cove at the Market 
Place at Pine Cove and 
Pine Cove Water District

•  in Garner Val ley at Lake 
Hemet Mar ket

•  in Anza at Circle K, 
Mobil and Texaco

•  in Hemet at Wahl’s Shell, 
S&M Smoke Shop, 
Mickey’s Liquor, Cam-
eron Books, Vons, 
Hemet Hospital & the 
Union 76 station

Advertise in the Town Crier’s 
Idyllwild Service Directory! 

All Service Director ads also 
appear on the Town Crier’s website 

idyllwildtowncrier.com.
Call Sandy: (951) 659-2145

Roofi ng

BC’s Roofing Company
Brian Citrowski, Owner (951) 306-8888

Residential • Re-Roof • Repair • SkylightsResidential • Re-Roof • Repair • Skylights

Idyllwild’s Premier 
Roofing Company

  Serving Idyllwild Since 1984 • 28 Years Experience

Fully Insured • Lic. # 645462
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BC’s Roofing Company

 Years Experience

BC’s Roofing CompanyBC’s Roofing Company

  Serving Idyllwild Since 1984 • 2  Serving Idyllwild Since 1984 • 2  Serving Idyllwild Since 1984 • 28 Years Experience

vvv
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vvv
vv  Serving Idyllwild Since 1984 • 2v  Serving Idyllwild Since 1984 • 2  Serving Idyllwild Since 1984 • 2v  Serving Idyllwild Since 1984 • 2

BC’s Roofing Company

  Serving Idyllwild Since 1984 • 2  Years Experience

BC’s Roofing Company
CELEBRATING

20 YEARS!

Jesse Wilkerson
Lic.# 971868

P.O. Box 3519, Idyllwild, CA 92549
(951) 587-7578

Rain Gutters

1-800-395-7599
(951) 925-6615

Brian Marshall
Lic. # 733817

Quality Protection For Your 
Home & Landscaping

rainbowgutters.us
Since 1987

1-800-395-7599
(951) 925-6615

Brian Marshall
Lic. # 733817

Quality Protection For Your 
Home & Landscaping

rainbowgutter.us
Since 1987

Chaney’s Plumbing
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

DRAIN SERVICE ~ LEAKS ~ REPIPES
TANKLESS WATER HEATERS ~ REMODELS

NEW CONSTRUCTION ~ VIDEO INSPECTIONS
DEPENDABLE & RELIABLE! ~ BONDED, LICENSED, INSURED

Credit Cards Accepted
OWNER: RICK CHANEY Lic. # 862139

Cell: (951) 534-1006 ~ Home: (951) 659-8111Cell: (951) 534-1006 ~ Home: (951) 659-8111

Plumbing

Have a beautiful 
Idyllwild day!

Insurance

Construction

Over 25 Yrs.
Experience

Home Improvement
Contractor

General Building
Contractor

Jeff Friemoth
Cell: 951-961-1662
Offi ce: 951-659-3624
Fax: 951-927-6168
friemothconstruction@yahoo.com

Lic. # 537816
P.O. Box 384

Idyllwild, CA 92549

Painting

Landscaping

Equipment Rental

Electrical Contractors

25600 Fern Valley Rd.
Please call to check 

avail abil i ty of equip ment.

659-3528

• Air Compressors
• Small Tools • Ladders 
• Paint Sprayers • Trenchers
• Electric Jack Ham mers
• Mini Excavator
• Pressure Wash ers

SANDLIN & 
SON RENTS

     

JOB
Electric

of
Idyllwild

JOB

Lic. #: 931474
Jevon O. Browning

(951) 492-8798

Glass

Specializing
in Energy

Saving
Dual-Glazed

Windows
Sales & Installations

Replacement Glass ❖ Mirrors
Skylights ❖ Shower Enclosures

Wardrobe Mirror Doors
Screens ❖ Sliding Patio Doors

Windows
Unlicensed

54821 N. Circle Dr.
659-5132 / 659-3741

❖

est. 1976

❖ NEED A NOTARY?
Call Shane Fender at the Town Crier.
(951) 659-2145 or (951) 204-6384

$25,000 in errors and omissions. $15,000 bond. Commission #1942307

Mon.-Fri. 9 am-5 pm
Walk-ins welcome. Weds. by appointment. 

54295 Village Center Dr.

NEED A NOTARY?NEED A NOTARY?

$25,000 in er

Notary

659-4205
Fully Bonded & Insured

Lic. No. C-10 447246
James Manietta, Owner
P.O. Box 220, Idyllwild

Resident Since 1976

MANIETTA
ELECTRIC
Reliable Service

New Construction
& Remodels

ALL TYPES OF
COMMERCIAL

& RESIDENTIAL

To fi nd out if 
a con trac tor’s 
license is valid 

and current, call the 
California 

Contractors State 
License Board 

at 1-800-321-2752 
or visit the website at 

www.cslb.ca.gov

CALEB KIRK Broker | Agent
Insurance License No. 0H01534

54585 North Circle Drive Ste. A
P.O. Box 43
Idyllwild, CA 92549-0043
(951) 468-1001

Full-service, independent insurance 
agency ... and, yes, we can cover your 
home on the Hill!

www.customchoiceinsurance.com

HOME, AUTO, COMMERCIAL, WORKER’S COMP., 
LIFE, HEALTH, MEDICARE & RETIREMENT

Painting & Restoration

Fernando Alvarez

• Durable Ex te ri ors
• Custom Interiors
• Fine Wood Fin ish es
• Faux Finishes
• Cabinet Refi nishing
• Wood Floor Re fi n ish ing
• Deck & Siding Restoration
• Log Home Exteriors

 Off: 951-659-1012
 Cell: 760-285-7651

Fax: 951-659-2270

Forest Custom Painting

F
R

E
E

 E
S

T
IM

A
T

E
S

License # 813416 • HIC • Fully Insured

fernando@desertpaint.com
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Is Business Slow?
Speed it up with a 

Service Directory ad. 
Call Sandy (951) 659-2145

Get More Business!

ADVERTISE 
in the 

Town Crier’s 
Service Directory. 

Call (951) 659-2145

Shipping & Packaging

Performance Pumping

1-866-860-6532
                                         Septic Certifi cations
                                     New Construction 
  Leach Systems, Repair & Replacements 

Backhoe & Dumptruck 
Video Pipe Inspection & Repair 

Septic Tank Pumping

Fully Licensed and Bonded • C-42 License # 799834

Brad Hamby, Owner
Cell (951) 830-3529

bradhamby@gmail.com

Septic Services

I
DAVID JONES P.O. Box 551
JUSTIN JONES Idyllwild, CA 92549

B
  D Y L L W I L D

     A C K H O E
(951) 659-5329 
Septic Systems —
    Installations & Repairs 
Backhoe & Dump Truck Services
Serving Idyllwild 36 Years

Liability Insured
Lic. # B C42-332570

Kent Busher
Excavating

Septic Systems
Leach Line Repair

Dump Truck & 
Backhoe Service

Grading & Asphalt
Paving & Striping

Lic. #432851

659-3448

Septic Services

GO 
GREEN!
Get an Online 
Subscription 

to the Idyllwild 
Town Crier.

ONLY 
$29 PER

YEAR

Roofi ng

J.H. Dandy
Roofi ng
New & Repairs
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Lic. # 535649
FREE ESTIMATES

951-929-6423

Leash
Continued from page 7

 Our military budget is six to seven times larger than 
China’s and more than the next 20 largest military spend-
ers combined. To quote our favorite “savior”, “where your 
money is, so shall your heart be”. We rule the world 
because we are the biggest and toughest on the block. 
 So what does this have to do with school shootings? 
Well, you take a mentally unstable young person who 
feels victimized by the system, their friends or whomever.
Perhaps they also feel powerless. If they decide to exert 
some power, how do they choose to exert it? 
 By modeling what they’ve learned. They see that the 
most powerful guy is the guy who morphs into the most 
violent the quickest. Kicking some ass is so cool, or so 
we fantasize. Now who has the power? They think. 
 It is not my intention to oversimplify this terrible 
tragedy by suggesting that our culture of violence is the 

only predicator of a horrifi c act like the one in Newtown, 
Conn. I’m sure that such acts spring from a complex 
recipe of circumstances, but can we consider for a mo-
ment that our fascination with violence could possibly be 
an important ingredient? 
 Shouldn’t we, as responsible parents, protect our chil-
dren from such imagery that might suggest that violence 
equals power? Don’t buy them that video game or take 
them to that movie. Protect them from the harshness of 
the world until they are old enough to grasp it’s com-
plexities.  
 Help them understand that there are many options at 
their disposal to resolve confl ict. Violence should always 
be the last resort. 
 Be present and involved with their lives so they can 
navigate through that hazards that lay in their path to-
wards maturity. Let’s take a hard look at ourselves and 
try to stem the tide.  
 May God bring comfort and hope to those left to pick 
up the pieces in Newtown, Connecticut. 

Santa 
Letters
Continued 
from page 21

POKEMON, 
LEGOS 
(STAR WARS) 
JABBA’S 
PALACE, ZU-
ZU PETS, 
POKEMON 
VIDEO 
GAME, 
LEGO DROID 
FACTORY (2)

Dear Santa,
How are you and your 
reindeer doing? For 
Christmas I have been 
working really hard for 
a Kindle Fire Hd. I can 
read more books on it. 
In my stocking I would 
like a better toothbrush 
and tooth-paste. My 
mommy and I are 
baking yummy cookie 
for you.
Love,
Katelyn S, Age 8

Dear Santa, I think 
the North Pole is kind 
of Cold. I am a good 
boy and will try harder 
next Christmas. What I 
really want is a remote 
control shark and a 
punching bag. Thank 
you for my presents 
last year.
Love,
Colby S.
age 6

Dear Santa,
I love you. I want a 

Doodle Ber. I hope you 
have a safe trip.
I will leave some 
cookies and milk for 
you. Tell Mrs. Claus Hi 
and pet the reindeer 
for me.
Love,
Kaelynn, 3

Dear Santa,
Even if I Don’t get 
what I want I will 
still be thankful for it. 
How are you and Mrs. 
Clause Doing? Pet the 
reindeer for me. I want 
a Doodlebear please.
Love
Lyliann, 5

Dear Santa.
I Want a spider man 
web slinger. I also 
wan’t a remote control 
Dirt bike because I 
love Dirt bikes. I wan’t 
a race car. I wan’t a 
remot contoll monster 
truck.
Love you santa.
From: Lance

Wish List for 
Christmas
1 hair clips (medeal)
2 hair feathers (white, 
brown if possible
3 Sea monkeys
4 Baby alive with food
5 Guitar with case if 
possile
6 DSI with games
Destinee S.

Dear Santa,
• For Christmas 

I would really like 
A remote contoll 
Helicopter or Plane.
• I would like a remote 
tank.
• I would like a remote 
controll Monster truck
• I would like a real 
Bow and Arrow.
• I would like A 
Nintendo 3DS excell.
• I would like a pro 
scooter A lot!
6th Grade
From: Dilyn S.

Doodle Ber. I hope you 

Lil Critters Preschool sang Christmas Carols to the Town 
Crier staff Wednesday morning. Some of the carolers were 
Brynnley Meyer (leopard hat), Easton Pramuka (red 
peacoat), Chloe Cochrane (blue peacoat) and Alexan-
der Mikroulis (green & gray hat).   Photo by J.P. Crumrine
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        Check out the savings for two-year subscriptions!

Amount:____________       n Check enclosed, OR
Charge My:      n VISA    n MasterCard    n Discover    
Card Number   _____________________ Expires

Clip and mail to the Town Crier, P.O. Box 157, Idyllwild, CA 92549. Or call toll-free 1-888-535-6663 • Local (951) 659-2145

My Name ______________________________________
Phone__________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City, State & Zip _________________________________
* E-mail ________________________________________

Subscribe to the Town Crier and SAVE!

n   Get Access to Daily 
News Coverage and the 

Paper Online!  
Access Town Crier news  
coverage as it happens  

as well as the entire print  
edition in pdf format. 

$29 for 1 year*

n   Add an online 
subscription*  
for only $5!

IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY
n   $17 for 6 months
n   $29 for 1 year
n $47 for 2 years — That’s 60% off the newsstand price!

n   Add an online 
subscription*  
for only $5!

■ YES! Sign me up for a subscription to the Town Crier today! 
(Please check your preference below. If you are ordering an on-line subscription be sure to include your e-mail address.)

OUT-OF-COUNTY
n   $20 for 6 months
n $33 for 1 year
n $54 for 2 years — That’s 18% off the regular subscription price!

IDYLLWILD 
DENTAL BUILDING

659-5011

Serving the community’s 
dental needs with gentle 

professionalism for over 20 years.

54805 North Circle Dr.Heber G. Dunn, D.D.S. Bryan L. Dunn, D.D.S.

After Hours
Call 652-2744

Creature corner
By Mimi and Hootch

 Happy holidays to all from ARF. We 
hope your holidays and the New Year will 
be full of love and treats for your furry 
four-leggeds.
 New to the ARF house from Santa: 
Mama, a Chihuahua mix with four pup-
pies about 4 weeks old, two females, two males.
 Candy Cane, our Chihuahua mix, has found the best 
forever home for Christmas. Paws up to you Candy. Oreo 
our Boston terrier-Chhiuahua mix will surely miss your 
love as will all of us at ARF.

 Dear Santa: My name is Oreo 
Cookie. My ears are listening for 
those sleigh bells that will take me to 
a home for Christmas. I am friendly 
with all other dogs, am a little curi-
ous about the feline crowd, and very 
friendly with the humans. I am young 

enough to play and love the adventure of a walk. The hu-
mans say I am part Boston terrier, part Chihuahua. I do 
tricks too! I can twirl and dance about especially when my 
food bowl is ready. My greatest wish, Santa, is for a loving 
forever warm home.

 Baby Girl Faith has a special 
wish for Santa. Dear Santa: I was 
discarded in the dirt and left to die. 
I am alive today because someone 
made a change in their routine. They 
took me to a vet immediately, and 
then fostered me, nursed me back to 

health and socialized and loved me. Yes, I am available for 
adoption. But my wish is for more fosters to open their 
hearts and homes for the many ARF animals so they could 
be as lucky as I am. Please consider allowing a small space 
for us in your home. Thank you, Santa.

 And the reindeer brought ARF a 
present. Living alone, with little or no 
human contact, Domino is a female 
Lab mix that reminds me of our Missy 
Lab mix. Bring a football, and I think 
you will have a friend for the Super 
Bowl. She is an A-plus student, as she 
is already learning basic commands. She 

is under 2 years old, friendly with other four-leggeds, cares 
less about the felines, and is all about playing. 
 ARF has many cats and dogs available for adop-
tion or fostering. Go to www.arfidyllwild.weebly.
com and click on Petfinder. All pets are spayed, neu-
tered, and current on shots. ARF is open 10 a.m. to  
4 p.m. Saturdays and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sundays. Call (951) 
659-1122 or email info@idyllwildarf.org for appointment 
on any other day.
 Creature corner is sponsored this week by Brent Skean. 
To sponsor the column, call Shane Fender at the Town Crier, 
659-2145.

65 years ago - 1947
 Everyone was invited to 
the first Christmas party in 
Town Hall. Ernie Maxwell 
was master-of-ceremonies 
and Charles Kretsinger led 
the carol singing.

60 years ago - 1952
 Sale of Buckhorn Ranch 
at Dutch Flat to the Reorga-
nized Church of Latter-day 
Saints was announced. 

55 years ago - 1957
 Vandals shot insulators 
and power lines, disrupting 
electrical service for several 
hours in some areas.    

45 years ago - 1967
 Hill folk were shovel-
ing out from the heaviest 
pre-Christmas snowfall in 
20 years. The Forest Ser-
vice measured 38 inches of 
packed snow at the Idyllwild 
station.

40 years ago - 1972
 Two well-known moun-
tain men passed away: Ray 
Fobes, who drove the first 
stage operating from Ho-
tel Hemet to Idyllwild 60 
years previously; and Finest 

Past tense

White, who had lived on the 
Hill for 35 years and was a 
onetime foreman at Camp 
Roosevelt.

35 years ago - 1977
 Area residents Ed Knapp 
and Bill Plummer finished 
producing “Christmas in 
Idyllwild,” to be aired on 
Channel 3 Christmas Day. 
The two-hour TV show fea-
tured scenes from Town Hall’s 
holiday bazaar, Desert Sun 
School’s Christmas dance and 
other mountain activities.

30 years ago - 1982
 Mel Goldfarb, then owner 
and pharmacist at Idyllwild 
Pharmacy, was recognized as 
a “Rock & Pillar of the Com-
munity” by the Idyllwild 
Rotary Club. At that time, 
Mel had owned the phar-
macy for five years.

25 years ago - 1987
 The first snow of the 
year brought 9 inches of the 
white stuff and gladdened 
the hearts of those dreaming 
of a white Christmas.

20 years ago - 1992
 While the owners were 
away, several robbers broke 
into an Idyllwild residence, 
camped out for few days, 
ate all the food in the house 
and then took everything 
they could carry away.

10 years ago - 2002
 R ivers ide  Mounta in 
Area Safety Taskforce lead-
ers gave Rep. Mary Bono 
and state Assemblyman 
Dave Kelley a tour of land 
affected by bark beetle 
infestation. It was the fifth 
year of drought on the Hill, 
and the bark beetle had 
devastated about 36,000 
forest acres.

5 years ago - 2007
 An Idyllwild man, Chris-
topher Lacanski, was ar-
rested and charged with 
vandalism of Idyllwild 
School and theft of an 
automobile.

1 year ago - 2011
 The  dr a f t  Cor r idor 
Management Plan for the 
Palms to Pines Scenic By-
way became available for 
public comment. 

The joyous sounds of Christmas music were heard in Idyllwild as 
Conductor and Artistic Director Dwight Holmes brought forth 
the best from the Idyllwild Master Chorale: Fusion II this week-
end in December 2010. This year’s concert is scheduled for this 
weekend in the Idyllwild School Gymnasium.                 File photo
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The Gift
An angel came to visit me
She gave me quite a lift
And as she talked, my spirit soared
Then I received her gift

A spirit so light and kind and free
Her heart was made of gold
And in her eyes I saw her soul
It was neither young nor old

The gift she gave astounded me
And brought my soul to tears
Of happiness for all mankind
And then she came quite near

She caused me to realize
There was something I then knew
For I was looking not at her
But I was seeing you

Dearest Idyllwild Community,

Words often fall short of being able to convey the depth of feeling we have for our love of Idyllwild 
and its community members, so we hope that this holiday message helps to let you know how much 
we love you, and we wish you the best of everything this holiday season and in all years to come. 

With warmest regards and love always from 
Mayor Max and his Chiefs of Staff, Phyllis Mueller and Glenn Warren. 
©2012 Phyllis Mueller

“Brrrrrr, it’s cold in here!”
MAYOR MAXMAYOR MAX


