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The Idyllwild International Festival of Cinema
(IIFC) kicked off Monday morning. The Rustic

Theatre marquee welcomed all who arrived to be
a part Of theﬁrst IIFC. Puoto BY JENNY KIRCHNER

Lowman starts next 25 years
at Idyllwild Arts

BY MARSHALL SMITH
STAFE REPORTER

« e arrived to a completely dark campus,”
Wsaid Idyllwild Arts’ (IA) longtime head
Bill Lowman, remembering his and wife
Carolyn’s move to Idyllwild in January 1985. Hired
to put new life and financial stability back into
the renowned but financially troubled ISOMATA
(Idyllwild School of Music and Arts) summer
program, Lowman arrived mid-winter when
the campus had no activity. He had no idea in
those first bleak months what his arrival would
precipitate — the birth of the only independent
high school arts boarding school on the West
Coast, and that he would be celebrating 25 years
as its head in 2010.

Lowman, a native of Las Vegas, Nev., first came
to Idyllwild to sing in ISOMATA’s festival choir
in the summer of 1965. “I raised the money [to
attend] selling chocolates,” said Lowman.

The summer campus and program, established

93114 '3 by Dr. Max Krone and wife Beatrice in 1950 as

a place for people of all backgrounds and ages
to come together to experience the arts, early on
featured distinguished teachers including writer
Norman Corwin, choreographer Bella Lewitzky,
folk singer Pete Seeger, composer Meredith Will-
son, painter Francoise Gilot, Native American art-
ist Fritz Scholder and photographer Ansel Adams.
The Krones had established the Idyllwild Arts
Foundation (IAF) in 1946 and purchased acre-
age on which to build their dream. In 1964, IAF
transferred operations and general management
of the property and program to the University
of Southern California (USC) under the terms of
an agreement that gave IAF the option to resume
control when it chose.

From 1974 until 1976, Lowman worked full-
time at USC as ISOMATA assistant director, and
then on campus in Idyllwild during the summers.
“I had made the decision that I was not going
to be a professional tenor,” said Lowman, “and
the field of arts management was just opening
up.” In 1976, he returned to Nevada where he

See Lowman, page 13

The IHIFC
is a hit

By MARSHALL SMITH
STAFF REPORTER

uirky, independent, insouciant, irrev-

erent, droll and plucky, the Idyllwild

International Festival of Cinema’s
(IIFC) official opening night film “Rock
Slyde” was, like the festival’s first day, a hit
with audiences.

A laugh-out-loud send-up of Hollywood,
Scientology (Bartology in the film), and the
film noir detective genre, “Rock Slyde” starts
with what many big Hollywood films lack — a
really good and very funny script. Before the
screening, writer and director Chris Dowling
explained that his challenge in shooting the

See IIFC, page 17

IFPD says
budget fine

By J.P. CRUMRINE
EpITOR

Protection District (IFPD) commission

resulted in no action and a continuation of
the budget watching until the regular meeting
on Tuesday, Jan. 12.

“I thought we’re here to address the budget,”
said Commissioner Dr. Charles “Chip” Schelly. “I
am quite frustrated to come to meeting and just
go over the budget and don’t do anything”

Schelly expressed this concern after Chairman
Paul Riggi announced that the session would be
only a budget review and without any action
requiring a vote.

Despite the absence of Commissioner and
Treasurer Ben Killingsworth, who has expressed
strong concern about the district’s budget, Fire
Chief Steve Kunkle said, “We’re [the budget] spot
on.”

The special meeting of the Idyllwild Fire

See IFPD, page 23
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NEWS OF RECORD

Fire log

Hill fire stations responded to the
following calls, Monday to Sunday,
Jan. 4 to 10:

Idyllwild Fire Department
and Ambulance

Jan. 4 — Medical aid, Lodge and
San Jacinto roads, Idyllwild.

Jan. 4 — Walk-in medical aid.

Jan. 4— Medical aid, Double
View Drive, Idyllwild.

Jan. 4 — Medical aid, Double
View Drive, Idyllwild.

Jan. 5 — Medical aid, Valley View
Drive, Idyllwild.

Jan. 5 — Medical aid, McKinney
Street, Idyllwild.

Jan. 6 — Medical aid, Village
Center Drive, Idyllwild.

Jan. 6 — Walk-in medical aid.

Jan. 8 — Medical aid, 24000 block
of Marion Ridge Road, Pine Cove.

Jan. 9 — Walk-in medical aid.

Jan. 9 — Medical aid, 52000
block of Acorn Lane, Pine Cove.

Jan. 10 — Walk-in medical aid.

Jan. 10 — Medical aid, 54000
block of Rockdale Drive, Idyllwild.

Jan. 10 — Walk-in medical aid.

Riverside County Fire,
Pine Cove
Jan. 7 — Fire menace standby.

Jan. 8 — Medical aid, person
down.

Jan. 9 — Medical aid, fall.

Jan. 9 — Medical aid, person
down.

Jan. 10 — Residential fire.

Riverside County Fire,
Garner Valley

Jan. 4 — Traffic collision, High-
way, Garner Valley.

Jan. 6 — Traffic collision, 61000
block of Highway 371, Anza.

Jan. 10 — Vehicle fire, Highway
74, Garner Valley.

Jan. 10 — Residential structure
fire, 23000 block of Highway 243,
Mountain Center.

Riverside County Fire,
Pinyon
Log unavailable.

Riverside County Fire,
Anza

Jan. 4 — Medical aid, Fischer
and Harvey Hills roads, Anza.

CHP log

Report unavailable.

Sheriff's

Nothing to report.

log

Horse rescue sanctuary seeks sponsors

The Golden Carrot Rescue Sanc-
tuary in Anza, a nonprofit 501(c)(3),
provides a “forever home” to older,
neglected, disabled and abandoned
horses. The organization, run by
Casey O’Connor, is seeking spon-

sors for care and feeding of the
horses.

To learn more about The Golden
Carrot, see its Web site at www.the-
goldencarrot.org or call O’Connor
at (951) 763-0800.

RMRU rescues

BY MARSHALL SMITH
STAFF REPORTER

Riverside Mountain Rescue Unit (RMRU),
planning for winter training in the high country,
instead mobilized around 11:30 p.m. Friday, Jan.
8 at the control road near the North Fork of the
San Jacinto Bridge to search for a Hemet couple
reported missing earlier that evening. The training
may not be rescheduled.

According to Lee Arnson, RMRU president,
the couple started at 11 a.m. Friday apparently
trying to hike to the waterfalls above the drain-
age. RMRU arrived at the scene of the couple’s
vehicle around midnight. “We roped their vehicle
off like a crime scene, took prints, and found
tracks leading up the control road,” said Arnson.
“About 2 miles up, it looks like they took a left
turn into an area with dense brush.”

Crawling on their hands and knees through
the brush, the rescuers still found no sign of
the couple. Volunteers caught a few hours sleep
before daybreak.

Early Saturday morning, Arnson and Ralph
Hoetger went separately back down to hike up
the North Fork drainage. Just after daybreak they
encountered the couple hiking down the drainage.
Both friends were in their 20s. Neither RMRU

Hemet couple

Riverside Mountain Rescue Unit (RMRU) completed
another rescue Saturday, Jan. 9. A Hemet couple spent
a cold night above the North Fork of the San Jacinto
drainage. Pictured from left, RMRU President Lee
Arnson, the Hemet couple, and RMRU volunteer
Ralph Hoetger.

Proto courTesy oF RMRU

nor the Riverside County Sheriff’s department
had their names at press time.

“They were tired and hungry, but otherwise
well,” said Arnson. “They had no gear. They
were totally unprepared [for the cold night they
endured].”

Idyllwild RMRU team members on the rescue
were Lee Arnson, Les Walker, Chuck Springer and
Ralph Hoetger.

Marshall Smith can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.
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IT’S TIME AGAIN: 2010 DOG SHOW!

Town Crler s Dog Show Rules & Entry Form!

Shannon Ortiz, 28, of Idyllwild, fell about 30
feet down an embankment next to Gary’s Deli last
Saturday, according to California Highway Patrol
Officer Mike Murawski. Mercy Air airlifted Ortiz
to Desert Regional Hospital.

ProTO BY JENNY KIRCHNER
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Greta, above, won “Cutest Dog™
last year, and Poppy, below, won
“Most Unusual Dog.”

)

The Dogegories:
1. Cutest Dog
2. Most Unusual Dog

Owner’s name

One dog per entry fee of $25. ($5 of each entry will be donated to ARF, Animal Rescue
Friends.)

e Entries must be received by noon Wed., Feb. 3, 2010.
e Each entry must include one clear color photo of the dog and may also include up to two (human)

family members.

‘Winners will be announced in the March 11, 2010 issue of the Town Crier. Awards ceremony at
12 p.m. Friday, March 5 in the Idyllwild Dog Park.

Contest runs in the Feb. 11, 2010 issue of the Town Crier and on the Town Crier’s Web site at
www.towncrier.com.

‘Winners will be determined by the most votes cast in each of two “dogegories.” Ballots will
be printed in the Feb. 11, 2010 issue of the Town Crier. Sorry, no photocopied ballots will be
accepted. You also may cast your vote online at www.towncrier.com.

Dog owners must choose one “dogegory” per entry. The choices are: Cutest Dog and Most
Unusual Dog.

In case of a tie, each top vote-getter will be awarded.

Each winner receives a customized Earth *N Fire doggie bowl that includes the winner’s name
and “dogegory.” Each bowl is filled with doggie treats and toys. Every dog will receive treats
courtesy of the Spruce Moose.

Photos of dogs cannot include images of prior awards.

Contest limited to full-time and part-time Hill residents.

Prior winners are not eligible to compete.

Number of entries @ $25 each:

Address __ Check enclosed __ Charge my:

City, State & Zip __VISA _ MasterCard __ Discover __AMEX
Phone Number Card #

Dog’s Name Expires CVV2Code# __
gf:ed Signature

Dogegory Mail (or drop off) this form with photograph(s) and

(Please include dog info for each dog entered)

self-addressed stamped envelope to:
Idyllwild Town Crier « P.O. Box 157 - Idyllwild, CA 92549 «

(951) 659-2145
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Moisture in inches
To date this season (Idy): 8.61
To date last season (Idy):
Total last season (Idy):
To date this season (PC): 9.45

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR mois-
ture and snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded
daily at 4 p.m. at the Idyllwild Fire Station.
Pine Cove totals are measured by resident
George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture inches
include all precipitation such as rain, melted
hail and melted snow.

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For
Hill road conditions and Hill weather, visit the
Internet at http://www.towncrier.com or call
Caltrans road update at 1-800-427-7623.
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Idyllwild this year
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Snow in inches

To date this season (Idy):17.51
To date last season (Idy): 22
Total last season (Idy): 55.2
To date this season (PC): 18
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Idyllwild last year
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OuTsIDE IDYLLWILD

By BrRuce WarTs

Mammals: California gray
and ground squirrels .

The gray squirrel is the unofficial %
mascot of Idyllwild. What other local
animal is more ingrained in the consciousness of
our mountain community? After all, gray squirrels
live in the trees everywhere, including in town. You
can’t go outside for very long without spotting
a gray squirrel with the exception of the winter
months when they are out less frequently.

Gray squirrels live and nest in trees. Their
nesting materials include twigs, shredded bark,
grasses and even the long hair from their tails
to line the nest. Squirrels give birth to one to
five kits from March until August and the kits
spend up to six months in the nest. This explains
why you hardly ever see baby squirrels out and
about.

The gray squirrel’s diet consists of berries, nuts,
acorns and seeds. They bury a portion of their
food in times of plenty so they will have food for
winter. If you spend any time watching squirrels
— and we all have at one time or another — they
dig small holes and bury the acorns and then
cover them up for retrieval later. I don’t know
how their little squirrel brains remember where
the acorns are buried but I imagine that it has
more to do with smell than memory. Of course,
any acorn left behind has a chance to become a
mighty oak tree.

The term “squirrelly” surely must come from
watching an attempted road crossing by our
local town squirrels. For anyone who lives in
town or has driven Idyllwild’s streets, I do not
have to describe the seeming indecision which is

“Metropolitan close ...

feels like a

million miles away”’
— -
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OLDIE BUT GOODIE
Quaint, landmark Pine
Cove cabin. Open log
beam ceiling, pine pan-
eled walls in Living
Room, Dining area
and Kitchen warmed
by cozy woodburner.
Office area, sunny light
Bedroom. Back deck
looks into the woods.
Lot runs street to street.

comic in effect unless, of course, it leads to their
unfortunate demise.

Two other things I find interesting about gray
squirrels are their acrobatic maneuvers in trees,
which seem to be pretty amazing considering how
they behave on the ground. One of my personal
favorites is watching how they can run full speed,
head-first down a tree and stop on a dime. I also
like their mad squirrel display of tapping on tree
branches and “gunking” as my friend described
the noise they make. While doing some research,
I found that it is the females who are the ter-
ritorial gender.

The California ground squirrel is much less
conspicuous than its gray cousin as it lives in
burrows and prefers lower elevations. One of
the best places to observe this squirrel is Lake
Hemet. The fronts of their burrows are easy to
see as they build them at the high water mark of
the lakeside. Ground squirrels tend to stay close
to the opening of their burrows where they can
run for cover when threatened.

Of all the questions I have been asked by
tourists, one of my favorites was from a citified-
looking gent while I was sitting on the shore of
Lake Hemet. “Excuse me,” he inquired, “what is
that little brown animal over there?”

“That’s a squirrel,” I replied. His response was
simply, “I thought so.” Anyone who knows me
knows that this little exchange amused me to no
end.

With all the predators that prey on rodents
it always amazes me that squirrels do as well
as they do and it sure would be a much duller
forest world without them.

SUBSCRIBE!
659-2145

A prescribed burn just west of Pine Cove on the morning of Tuesday, Jan. 5.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DOUG YAGALOFE

Mountain Disaster Preparedness (MDP) held a training course last Saturday
morning. Rick Foster (center), MDP training officer, thoroughly covered an
inventory list, pointing out where every piece of equipment is located in the
Disaster Aid Station (DAS) at Town Hall. New volunteers went to all eight DAS
sites, practiced opening and closing them, and visually checked inventory.

PHoTO BY JENNY KIRCHNER

A MOUNTAIN TRADITION

COMFORTABLE
COTTAGE

Pine and Cedar spotted
property. Inviting home
with front and rear deck.
Open floor plan - Living,
Dining and Kitchen com-
bined plus 2 Bedrooms '
and Full Bath. Lower
level Basement - Game
Room/Office and
Laundry. MLS#5011
$149,000

MLS#4964 $110,000

HIDEAWAY
Log cabinstirsmemories
of yesteryear. Covered
front porch. Open
floor plan, River Rock
Hearth. Homesteader
Kitchen,  Office/Den
area. Master Bedroom
+ Guest Bedroom. 2
Baths. Spacious back
porch, fenced yard, pine

$259,000 excursions. MLS#4436 $849,000

SEEKING SERENITY
Architecture & nature harmonize on 7+ acs. of rolling hills, towering
pines, peaceful pond & Mtn. Views. Truly unique offering of superb
craftsmanship. Great Room main floor, quality Kitchen, floating stair-
case leads to Loft Office/Den, Guest Bdrm. + open Master. Spacious
forest views. MLS#4730  deck, 2-car Garage, prvt. well and trailhead close for Equestrian

THOMAS MTN. VILLAGE
2006 Manufactured Home
lends itself to spacious
retreat or family abode. Big
back yard with luscious lawn.
Living Room offers vaulted
ceiling & warming wood
burning stove. Dining area
opens to light, airy Kitchen.
Big Master Bedroom with
luxurious Jacuzzi tub Bath. 2
add. Bdrms + Laundry Room.
MLS#4961 $269,000

Family home on almost 3/4 acre.

Pristine & lovingly maintained on
Seasonal Creek. Lots of decking "

affords forest view and the best of

outside/inside living & entertain- -.‘

ing. Outstanding prow-shaped
Great Room has beamed cathe-
dral ceiling & flagstone hearth.
Spacious Master Suite with
cedar paneling. 2 add. Bdrms. on
separate levels. Detached 2-car
garage. MLS#4957 $359,000

1.14.10

BREATHTAKING
Almost 30 acres border U.S.
Forest in gated Pioneer View
Estates. Privacy, seclusion, wild-
life abounds just minutes from
town. Grand home for entertain-
ing. Prow-shaped Living Room
windows offer panoramic views
to Lily Rock. Formal Dining,
Deluxe Kitch. Lrg. Master, Den +
2 add. Bdrms. Sprawling decks,
3-car garage + Workshop.
MLS#4509 $1,395,000

EXCELLENCE IN LOGS
2 Homes. 36’ x 48’ R.V. Garage/
Workshop. Over 3 acres. Horse

legal. Finely crafted, single-story

log home w/3-car Garage. Prow-
shaped Living Room wi/cathe-
dral ceilings; river rock hearth.
Country Kitchen. Master + 2
add. Bdrms. & Den. 2nd Home
offers vaulted ceilings, fireplace,
Formal Dining off roomy Kitch.

3 + Bdrms. Spacious decks. i

MLS#4611 $695,000

For additional properties, call 888-675-4025 or e-mail larry@hilltoprealty.com
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Justin first Idyllwild
baby of 2010

By MARSHALL SMITH
STAFF REPORTER

Justin Theobald, Jr. is Idyllwild’s
first baby of the year and winner of
the Town Crier First Baby of 2010

Contest. Born 10:43 a.m. Thursday, r

:
Rl =

Leah, Justin Jr. and Justin Theobald.
Justin Jr. is Idyllwild’s first baby of 2010.

Jan. 7 at Parkview Hospital in
Riverside, Justin is the son of Leah
Theobald, 33, and Justin Theobald,
31, of Idyllwild, grandson of Lynn
Williamson and nephew of Jamie
Allen.

Justin weighed 6 pounds, 10.9
ounces at birth and was 19-3/4
inches long. He joined Dad and 5-
year-old half brother Anthony Munoz
when he and Mom returned from the
hospital earlier this week.

As winner of the Town Crier
contest, baby Justin and parents will
collect from local merchants: slippers
for the baby from Mountain Footwear;
a gift certificate from Café Aroma; an
8 x 10 glossy photo of the baby from
the Town Crier; a gift for mom and
dad from the Candy Cupboard; a gift
certificate for mom from B’s Moun-
tain of Books; a gift for baby from
Creations by Chris; a gift certificate
for mom from the Idyllwild Beauty
Salon; a blanket for the baby from
The Spruce Moose; a gift for the baby
from State Farm Insurance in Hemet;
a $25 gift certificate from the Fairway
Market; free notary signing of the
birth certificate from Notary 24/7;
Shaklee Baby Products from Merrie
VonSeggern, Shaklee Independent

Trivia test

Bible: What is the fifth book of the Pentateuch

in the Old Testament?

4 N f

Distributor; and a special gift for the
baby from Idyllwild Right to Life.

Congratulations to the Theobalds
and to Justin as the winner of the
First Baby of 2010 Contest.

Last year’s first baby, Logan Adam
Reeves, son of Megan Reees and Kar-
son Meltzer, established an early arrival
record by debuting at 8:24 a.m. on
New Year’s Day.

To win the contest, first baby’s par-
ents must reside full-time in Idyllwild,
Pine Cove, Stone Creek, Mountain
Center or Garner Valley; proof of resi-
dency must be shown; the attending
physician must certify the exact time of
birth; and the Town Crier must receive
notification of the birth no later than
10 a.m. on the next business day after
the birth. Justin’s aunt informed the
Town Crier at approximately 4 p.m.
on Jan. 7, the day of Justin’s birth.

Marshall Smith can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

Birth
Orion Garth

Sierras Smith Colinson

At 11:03 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov.
18, 2009, Orion
Garth Sierras Smith
Colinson was born
to Idyllwild parents
Monica Louise Sier-
ras and Colin Garth
Smith. Baby Orion
was born at San
Gorgonio Memorial
Hospital in Ban-
ning. He weighed 7
pounds, 8 ounces, and was 21 inches long.

Colin and Monica moved to Idyllwild from
San Diego in 2002 and were married at the
Queen of Angels church in 2004. They both
work locally at Jo’ An’s and The Bread Basket.
Both also love to play music and gig in town
as Pentagrams and Daisies (also known as
Suicide Rock).

Monica and Colin said they “are totally
stoked to be raising a child in Idyllwild. We
like the school and everything our mountain
has to offer — hiking, camping, the Skate
Park and all the holiday activities, especially
Halloween. We are hoping he takes to music
because we’ve always needed a drummer, but
we will love him just the same if he takes to
baseball,” said Colin.

The excited maternal grandparents are
Carmen and Terry Carroll of San Diego and
paternal grandparents Diane and Garth Smith,
also of San Diego.

Children’s story time at the library

The Idyllwild Library’s Children’s Story Time
is every Monday from 10:30 to 11 a.m. Call the
library at 659-2300 for more information.
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Have you
been in an

Come see
mountain
resident
Bob Skaug.

Auto Refinishers Inc

Collision and Restyling Specialists

Lifetime
-guarantee on work for-
as long as you own
the car.

ATTENTION
ONLINE SUBSCRIBERS:

Check out the new look and feel of the
Virtual Town Crier. The VTC takes
online viewing to the next level with:

* Super-fast loading and viewing

+ Advanced page turning technology

+ Easy navigation

« Toggle, scroll, jump pages and flip
through your online paper with ease

+ Exceptional zoom quality

"  ftd r
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ONLY IN IDYLIWILD

“In the bustle of the holiday season, it is expected
that business owners would be too busy to help
a stranger. Add to the mix the economic crunch
and it’s even rarer for one to get help when there
is nothing to gain financially. Imagine my surprise
when Shane [Stewart] at The Rustic Theatre re-
turned my call regarding a bracelet I lost at the
theatre the night prior. Not only did Shane return
my call within an hour, he left his personal cell
number. Talk about customer service! Idyllwild
might be a small town, but personal hands-on
service like this is nothing close to being small.
I can guarantee my experience would have been
much different off the Hill.”

Shanna Robb
Idyllwild

“Only in Idyllwild” may be sent one of four
ways: e-mail to beth@towncrier.com, call 659-2145,
Ext. 17, fax to 659-2071 or drop off at the office,
54295 Village Center Drive.

Trivia test
Geography: In what country is Stonehenge
located?

puvjSug amsuy

Florist in the Forest
and Gaf[ery

full service flower shop among the arts
Mile Hi Plaza

54325 North Circle Drive Suite 104 |/
h{_lj[[wi[L{CA 92549 | =

951-659-4143  Open bveryday
Bouquets available at
TownCrier.com
Stats

Last week the front page of the
Town Crier’s Web site was visited
more than 10,543 times

If your Web site is not getting that kind
of traffic from people who live, work,
visit and spend money on the Hill, talk to
us about setting up a link from any one
of our online sections to your Web site.

Summary info for the week

+ Anywhere, anytime, everytime of Jan. 3-11, 2009
Plus, the new technology will allow us

to bring you new features in the future,

Visitors - Over 10,543

Collision Repair:

All Makes & Models .

: ALL . . ] -
Expert Golor Matching e such as hyperlinks, videos, music and Page Vl.ews Over 33,144
Auto-Trucks-RVs-Boats Accepted! ' Total Hits - Over 214,395
Free Estimates more.
Quick Honest Service

This is simply the next step to bring you
better information faster. Questions?
Call the Town Crier at (951) 659-2145.

No Pressure, Friendly Service To place an ad that will link your busi-

ness from Idyllwild’s premier online site
to your Web site, call (951) 659-2145.
Ask to speak with Jim.

FREE
Estimates

654-9480 1ax 654-9467
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

For the Idyllwild Arts
& Entertainment Calen-
dar, see “On the Town,”
on page 15.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 13

+ Idyllwild Rotary Club,
7:30-9 a.m. American Le-
gion Post 800, 54360 Mar-
ion View Dr.

* Town Crier News
Meeting, public welcome,
8:30 am. Café Aroma,
54750 North Circle Dr.

« ESL class, 8:30-11:30
am. St. Hugh’s Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

* Creekside Writers, 9
a.m.-noon. Call 659-2844.

» Pine Cove Water Dis-
trict, 10 a.m. PCWD, 24917
Marion Ridge Rd., Pine
Cove.

+ La Leche League, 10
a.m. Call 659-8321.

+ Community  Church
Guild, noon. Church, 54400
North Circle Dr.

+ Alcoholics Anony-
mous, noon. St. Hugh’s
Episcopal Church, 25525
Tahquitz Dr.; 6 p.m. Spiri-
tual Living Center, Idyllwild
Religious Science, women
only, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr., Strawberry Creek
Square.

+ Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit
Mountain Retreat, 25661
Oakwood St. Call 659-2523.

+ CSA 38, 5:15 p.m.
PCWD office, 24917 Mari-
on Ridge Rd., Pine Cove.

« CAHSEE class, 6-9
p.m. St. Hugh’s Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz
Dr.

+ Anza Valley Municipal
Advisory Council, 7 p.m.
Anza Community Building,
56630 Highway 371, Anza.

THURSDAY, JAN. 14

« Fit After Fifty, 11 am.
Mile-High Fitness, 54423
Village Center Dr.

« Alcoholics Anony-
mous, noon. St. Hugh’s
Episcopal Church, 25525
Tahquitz Dr.

« Idyllwild Francophonie
(fluent-French  speakers),
noon. Café Aroma, 54750
North Circle Dr. RSVP to
Francoise Frigola at 659-
4146.

+ Idyllwild Community
Recreation Council, 5:30
p.m. IWD board room,
25945 Highway 243.

« ESL class, 6-8 p.m.
Idyllwild ~ School, 26700
Highway 243.

+ GED class, 6-9 p.m. St.
Hugh’s Episcopal Church,
25525 Tahquitz Dr.

* RACES, 6:30 p.m.

Idyllwild Fire Station, 54160
Maranatha Dr.

+ Mile High Radio Club,
6:30 p.m. Idyllwild Fire Sta-
tion, 54160 Maranatha Dr.

+ Narcotics Anonymous,
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living
Center, Church of Religious
Science, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr.

FrIDAY, JAN. 15

+ Fern Valley Water Dis-
strict board meeting, 9 a.m.
FVWD board room, 55790
South Circle Dr.

+ Baby Play Group, 10:30
am. Call Debbi Geisinger,
659-8710 or (951) 966-
1094.

+ AlcoholicsAnonymous,
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz
Dr; Pick-a-stick candle-
light, 7:30 p.m. Idyllwild
Community  Presbyterian
Church, Manse-Alcove, Fel-
lowship Hall, 54400 North
Circle Dr.

SATURDAY, JAN. 16

« HINI flu clinic open
to all Riverside County resi-
dents, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Desert
Hot Springs High School
Gymnasium, 65850 Pierson
Blvd., Desert Hot Springs.

+ Stand in Silent Vigil for
Peace, Justice and Nonvio-
lence, noon. Town center at
“Girl Reading” monument.
Call 659-2718.

+ Al-Anon, noon. Spiri-
tual Living Center, Idyllwild
Religious Science, 54423
Village Center Dr.

+ Alcoholics Anony-
mous, noon. St. Hugh’s
Episcopal Church, 25525
Tahquitz Dr; 7:30 p.m.,
Community Presbyterian
Church, Fellowship Hall,
54400 North Circle Dr.

+ Idyllwild Gay Potluck,6
p-m. Location varies. E-mail
scottngregg@greencafe.
com.

SUNDAY, JAN. 17
+ Zen Meditation Group,
8 a.m. Call 659-2253.
+ Teen Group, 10-11:30
a.m. Spiritual Living Center,
Idyllwild Religious Science,

54423 Village Center Drive,
Strawberry Creek Square.

+ Idyllwild Writer’s Guild,
3 p.m. 25685 Big Pine St.,
Cedar Glen. Call 659-0130.

+ Alcoholics Anony-
mous, 5 p.m., Rancho Enci-
no Mountain Club, 45915
Orchard Road, Poppet Flat,
across from CalFire Station
63; AA (open) “Came to
Believe” book study, 5 p.m.,
Spiritual  Living Center,
Idyllwild Religious Science,
54423 Village Center Dr.,
Strawberry Creek Square.

MONDAY, JAN. 18

« BSL class, 8:30-11:30
am. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

+ Alcoholics Anony-
mous, noon & 7:30 p.m. St.
Hugh’s Episcopal Church,
25525 Tahquitz Dr.

+ Chamber of Com-
merce, 6 p.m. Idyllwild
Water District board room,
25945 Highway 243.

TuesDAY, JAN. 19

+ Zen Meditation Group,
7 am. & 7 p.m. Call 659-
2253.

+ Camp Alandale’s
Friends 4 Orphans, 10 a.m.
25420 Lodge Rd.

+ Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m.
Mile-High Fitness, 54423
Village Center Dr.

+ Alcoholics Anony-
mous, noon. St. Hugh’s
Episcopal Church, 25525
Tahquitz Dr; AA Open
Meeting & Big Book Study,
6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living
Center, Idyllwild Religious
Science, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr., Strawberry Creek
Square.

+ International Healing
Rooms of Idyllwild, 3-5 p.m.
Shiloh Christian Ministries,
54960 Pine Crest Ave.

+ Cancer Self-help
Group, 5:30 p.m. Call 659-
6262.

« ESL class, 6-8 p.m.
Idyllwild ~ School, 26700
Highway 243.

+ GED class, 6-9 p.m. St.
Hugh’s Episcopal Church,
25525 Tahquitz Dr.

+ Hemet Unified School

It Really Works

Thera-Gesic

Compére

For Real
*ain Therapy.
Pain Cream

and SAVE

District board meeting, 6:30
a.m. Professional Develop-
ment Service Center Board
Room, 1791 W. Acacia Ave.,
Hemet.

+ Idyllwild Right to Life,
7 p.m. Call 659-5228 for lo-
cation.

+ Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict board meeting, 7 p.m.
IWD board room, 25945
Highway 243.

‘WEDNESDAY, JAN. 20

+ Idyllwild Rotary Club,
7:30-9 a.m. American Le-
gion Post 800, 54360 Mar-
ion View Dr.

* Town Crier News
Meeting, public welcome,
8:30 am. Café Aroma,
54750 North Circle Dr.

« ESL class, 8:30-11:30
am. St. Hugh’s Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

+ Creekside Writers, 9
a.m.-noon. Call 659-2844.

+ Alcoholics ~ Anony-
mous, noon. St. Hugh’s
Episcopal Church, 25525
Tahquitz Dr.; 6 p.m. Spiri-
tual Living Center, Idyllwild
Religious Science, women
only, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr., Strawberry Creek
Square.

+ Garner Valley Book
Club, 10:30 a.m. Call 659-
6049 for location.

+ Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit
Mountain Retreat, 25661
Oakwood St. Call 659-
2523.

+ CAHSEE class, 6-9
p.m. St. Hugh’s Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
HOURS

+ California Department
of Forestry (bark beetle is-
sues), 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday. Mountain Re-
source Center 25380 Frank-
lin Dr., 659-3335.

+ Idyllwild HELP Center,
26330 Highway 243,9 a.m.-
noon & 1-3 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday, 659-2110.

+ Idyllwild Area Histori-
cal Museum, 54470 North
Circle Dr, 11 am.-4 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday. Group
tours by appointment.

+ Idyllwild Library, 54185
Pine Crest Ave., 10 a.m.-6
p-m. Monday & Friday, 11
a.m.-7 p.m. Wednesday, 10
am.-4 p.m. Saturday, 659-
2300.

+ Idyllwild Nature Cen-
ter, 25225 Highway 243, 9
am.-4:30 p.m. Tuesday-
Sunday. 659-3850.

+ Idyllwild Skate Park,
Idyllwild Pines Camp, 26375
Highway 243, 2:30 p.m.-
dusk Monday to Thursday;
1:30  p.m.-dusk  Friday;
noon-dusk weekends.

+ Idyllwild Transfer
Station, 28100 Saunders
Meadow Rd, 8 a.m.-4:30
p-m.  Thursday-Monday;
Grinding Facility, 8 a.m.-
noon & 1-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday.

You get the paper Tuesday night!

The Beauty of an
Online Subscription!

For just $29 a year you get the entire

Town Crier weekly newspaper online,
in a state-of-the-art virtual edition on
TUESDAY NIGHT of each week.

You can browse through the pages on
your screen, or download the whole thing
in pfd format to your computer.

Your paper is never late.
You can search the pdf for key words.
You have access to the online archive.

If you want a hard copy, you can just print
one out on your home printer.

The drawback:
You can’t use it to line your bird cage.

Call (951) 659-2145 or toll free
1-888-535-6663 to order, or go to
www.towncrier.com and click on

“online store.”

Well-Qualified Subaru Motors
Finance Buyers Get as Low As . ..

9%

LULED
Percentage
Rate Long Term

FINANCING

on New 2010 Subarus - Length of
Term and Rate Varies with Model -
Give Us a Call for Full Details

~D

New 2010 Subaru
Forester 2.5X

Model AFB
6687/AH743322

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE plus
+ Factory Air Conditioning
+ Automatic Transmission
+ Power Windows

+ Power Door Locks + Front and Side Curtain
+ ABS Brakes Air Bags and More!

=$1,462

New
2010
Subaru ... =
Outback | =weims,
2.5i ’-"'""',_':'_
LARUEED

f"g T4

+ Cruise Control
* Multi-Speaker Stereo
with CD

One at
This
Exact
Price

Model ADB
6748/A3349387

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE plus
+ Factory Air Conditioning
+ Automatic Transmission
+ Power Windows + Vehicle Dynamics

+ Power Door Locks Control and So Much More!

593987

Prices and special offers good Jan. 14-20, 2010. Vehicles subject to prior
sale. All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance
charges, any dealer document preparation charge and any emission testing
charge. Sales tax and lic. based on Sale Price. Crier

SUBARU
of San Bernardino

Visit Our Website - www.subarusanberdoo.com

1790 South “E” Street

Orange Show Rd.
Next to the 215 Freeway, 15)

Take Orange Show Rd. East to “E” Street,
Go South to Dealership *| i

Call (909) 888-8686

+ Front and Side Curtain
Air Bags

One at
This
Exact
Price




PAGE 6 - IDYLLWILD TowN CRIER, JANUARY 14, 2010

Idyllwild @

Town Crier
How to reach us

(11

@n2a Phone:
(951) 659-2145
or toll-free:
1-888-535-6663
Fax: (951) 659-2071
E-mail: itc@towncrier.com
Web site:
www.towncrier.com

When to reach us

OFFICE HOURS

9am.-5p.m.

Monday - Friday
Closed Saturday & Sunday

DEADLINES MONDAY
News Items — 10 a.m.
Classified Ads — Noon
Display Ads — Noon
*

Grace Reed
Publisher
J.P. Crumrine
Editor
Jim Crandall
Chief Operations Officer
*

Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter
Sandy Burns

Classified, Service
Directory &
Legal Sales Advisor
James Larkin
Production, Circulation
Kathy Bryson

Advertising Sales
Beth Nottley
Copy Editor,

Production Assistant
Jenny Kirchner
Staff Photographer
Juli Burleson
Bookkeeper
Wayne Parker
Newsstands
Donna Calvera
Desert Distribution
Contributors:
Chris Fisher
Steve Hudson
Cihan Sesen
Bruce Watts
*

Please read your ad.
We assume no respon-
sibility for errors after

first insertion.

The IDYLLWILD TOWN
CRIER (USPS 635260) is
published weekly for $29
per year in county and $33
per year out of county by
the IDYLLWILD TOWN
CRIER, P.O. Box 157, 54295
Village Center Dr., Idyllwild,
CA 92549. Periodical post-
age paid at Idyllwild, CA.
Send subscription and
change of address requests
to the above address. Please
allow up to two weeks for
requests to take effect.

POSTMASTER:

Send address changes to
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER,
P.O. Box 157, Idyliwild, CA
92549.

All contents of the
Idyllwild Town Crier are
copyrighted by the Idyllwild
Town Crier. Per copy, 75
cents (tax included). Single
mailing of newspaper,
$2.50.

This newspaper is print-
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INITIAL THOUGHTS

READERS WRITE

To our new friends...

Idyllwild International Festival
of Cinema patrons welcome to
Idyllwild! We hope you enjoy your
visit and find many reasons to re-
turn.

We are very grateful to Stephen
“Steve” Savage, his film industry
friends and all the many local residents who have
contributed to the creation of this film festival
— Idyllwild 2010.

Volunteers are our green energy source and why
we are capable of producing many celebrations
and festivals.

We're pretty confident that this isn’t the last
film fest you'll attend here. So make some friends,
We'’re not urban, but we are urbane.

Try our breakfast conversations. The early bird
locals stock up at the Red Kettle. If you're in a
rush, Village Market has donuts. If you're used to
Starbucks’ choices, I'd visit Café Aroma, especially
for the chocolate scone, or Higher Grounds, closer
to the theater district.

We’ll remember you next year, just as we do
all the Pacific Crest Trail hikers who annually trek
through town between March and April. Except for
the lack of skiing there are plenty of reasons to
return sooner. We don’t get enough natural snow
and Idyllwild is far from artifical.

As the weather warms, remember those cozy
and romantic inns with fireplaces and dinners
served by people who can actually banter with
you.

The 21st-annual Earth Fair will be held on May
15. There are events throughout town, including
a talk Friday evening.

Idyllwild waits until the first Saturday in June
for our official kick-off of summer. On June 5,
you can enter our annual 5K/10K run and fitness
walk. The proceeds benefit the elementary school’s
physical education program.

On the Fourth of July, there’s the annual parade
down North Circle. The participants toss candy to
all the children along the parade route. A usual
parade will take an hour for all the floats and
marchers to pass any point.

Two weeks later, on July 16, our first Lemon Lily
festival will take place. Read about it on page 18.

The summer ends with one of the best Jazz
festivals in the northern hemisphere. The two-day
17th-annual Idyllwild Jazz in the Pines will be
August 28 and 29. Three venues are jivin’ from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. both days. If you know Frank E,
Idyllwild is a modern Brigadoon while you listen
to jammin’ into the morning.

Just as Indian Summer appears, the second
October Saturday is the Art Alliance of Idyllwild’s
12th-annual Art Walk and Wine Tasting. They
always have enough wine for all who want to visit
our local galleries and talk to the local artists.

Halloween is a hallowed event here. Kids fill
their bags with candy from the local merchants
while traipsing down North Circle Drive to the
town center where carnival games continue into
evening.

Our year ends after a peaceful Thanksgiving
dinner. That weekend is the Rotary’s 44th-Annual
Harvest Festival and the lighting of the huge Christ-
mas tree in the center of town. Choirs, Santa and
hundreds of visitors all begin the holidays here.

So you don’t have to wait for Idyllwild 2011 to
return for a good time. As these events blossom
and unfold during the year, you can follow them
on www.towncrier.com and check our Daily News
blog.

J.P.,, EDITOR

Clean up town
gateway

EpiTOR:

Thursday I went to
the transfer station to
dump my trash and
recycle a couple of bags
and on the way back
into town I reflected
that the road into town
was much trashier than
our “dump”.

The mess starts
with the cheap plastic
drop cloth stapled to
the “Idyllwild Technol-
ogy” sign and all the
junk posing as “art” in
their yard. Then comes
Alicia’s Antiques. I like
Alicia a lot and her
sign is nice. Why does
she line that beautiful
curved driveway with
15 or so peeling, sca-
brous baker’s racks?
After that is the tacky
defunct bear carving
place “By Me” with all
the strings of electri-
cal wires and the dead,
tarp-covered truck.

Down the street is
“Sad Cycles and Weld-
ing” with the perpetual
yard sale and used car
lot. The corner of South
Circle is defaced by two
enterprises. “Something
Old Made New,” sport-
ing a sagging plywood
gate with cheap hinges
and latch backing up
pathetic used furniture.
The eastern end of the
intersection is marred
by “Chainsaw Carving.”
Half-hacked pine is the
product there.

The Design Center,
two restaurants and
the HELP Center look
great with carved and
painted signs and tidy
fronts. Next door is a
thrift shop that luck-
ily enough has a nar-
row entrance so if you
are going more that 20
miles an hour you miss
the decaying unsellable
trash that sits in front of
the shop. Then there is
Roy with the scaffolding
encased non-monu-
ment.

This is the view
that our guests for the
Film Festival, Jazz in
the Pines and other
concerts, snow, art
shows and good food
are greeted with as they
approach town.

Some of these enter-
prises could look much

better with just a modi-
cum of care. For others

there is no hope.
Returning after be-
ing forced to leave the
mountain on errands,
the joy of my life was to
round the curve by the
Bluebird Inn, another
well cared for place,
and drive down this
beautiful road to my
beloved home. Now, we
are all subjected to this

eye-slaughter.

NANcY BORCHERS
PiNe Cove

Idyllwild ... for
friends

Ep1TOR:

What is it about
Idyllwild that fills our
hearts with love? How
does Idyllwild find the
ability to set itself apart
from all other South-
ern California towns or
from any other spot in
the world? Here is my
recent experience that
I would like to share.

Yesterday was a
beautiful, bright blue
day. Two Labrador
dog friends and I were
headed from a dog
show in Palm Desert
back to San Diego. I
suggested a detour in
Idyllwild for lunch at
Café Aroma. You see,
my husband and T are
proud second hom-
eowners in Idyllwild
— we are part-timers.

Mr.Funny Guy  byChrisFisher

You JOIvEP AN IMTERMET PRATIANIYY
FRoM Yook ONLIME UnVERSTITY AND NowW
You WANT To SuL THEHM FOR HATING Yhe T

Yo SHOML O HAVE Saesl Wit
ey e Wi
| WAS LG D oM
SUT OF Tk CHAT Room!

Rotary President Steve Kunkle (left) presents a gift
to Grace Reed, publisher of the Idyllwild Town Crier,

Since our purchase of for being the Rotary’s guest speaker on Jan. 6.

The Corner Lodge in
2002, we have made
many special full-timer
friends — the heart-
beats of Idyllwild. So,
not having the oppor-
tunity in prior years, it
was now time to intro-
duce my friends to the
Idyllwild T have been
affectionately referring
to for years.

If you're limited on
time and want to see
everyone in Idyllwild,
Cafe Aroma does not
disappoint. I introduced
my Labrador friends,
Lisa and Gary, to many
full-timer friends and
it was fun. The buzz
of the ITFC was in the
air and everyone was so
welcoming. One special
full-timer in particular
(you know who you
are) ran home to get a
gift she had picked up

See Letters, next page

Proro BY STEVE EspiNOsA

How to get
a letter published

The Town Crier welcomes letters re-
flecting all opinions. Letters should be
concise and to the point. They should be
no longer than 400 words. Letters must be
typewritten, double-spaced and in upper/
lower case (not in all caps). Letters must
be signed (unless e-mailed) and must be
identified with the writer’s name, address
and weekday phone number.

Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not
be accepted. Letters of thanks are not ac-
cepted. A special advertising rate is available
for thank-you letters. Political letters cost 10
cents per word.

We reserve the right to reject or edit let-
ters for length, taste, clarity or frequency of
submission. Letters do not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Town Crier staff. Letters
may be submitted in person, by mail, by
fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.
com).
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Letters

Cinam SEIEm & STEVW MubdSos
ertee ey -

Continued from previous page

for me because in her
words. “I saw it and it
reminded me of you.”

Later on, Lisa and
Gary commented on
their perspective of
Idyllwild and here is
what they said: “We
can see why you love
Idyllwild,” “What a slice
of heaven” and “Idyllwild
is such a family.” T think
they got that right, don’t
you agree?

Sometimes we only
need a gentle reminder
of why we all embrace
Idyllwild. Often times,
your words and hugs
can mean more than
you realize. I am ex-
tremely proud of our
community and hope
you enjoyed my shared
experience.

Idyllwild ...
family thing.

DEnNNEY HERR
SAN D1EGO AND
IDYLIWILD

it’s a

‘Yes’ to Lemon
Lily Fest

Ep1TOR:

The Board of Direc-
tors of the Friends of
San Jacinto Mountain
County Parks voted
unanimously to endorse
the Lemon Lily Festival
and to join the Riverside
County Parks and Open
Space District as a co-
sponsor of the Festival.
We urge other commu-
nity groups to become
co-sponsors also.

The Idyllwild Nature
Center plans to host an
interpretive nature hike,
a competitive art show,
educational presenta-
tions and more. This
should be a fantastic
family weekend.

DALE INGMANSON,
PRESIDENT
FrIENDS OF SAN
JACINTO MOUNTAIN
CounTty PARKS

Film Fest
village friendly

Ep1TOR:

As a critic of Shane
Stewart in the past, I
welcome his leadership
on the matter of the
Film Festival in Idyllwild.
I think it is progressive
(anything would be) and
laudatory to take such a
risk.

I wholly agree

A new carved Welcome to Idyllwild sign now sits at
the corner of Highway 243 and South Circle Drive.

PHoTO BY JENNY KIRCHNER

with Stewart that the
[Idyllwild Arts Acad-
emy] Jazz Festival adds
very little to the town’s
business income and,
frankly, the school could
contribute more to the
community by a more
aggressive approach to
local attendance (dis-
counts, dare I utter that

word?).
FrANK Jasko
IDYLLWILD

New Welcome
monument

Ep1TOR:

To all those who were
involved in the creation
of the new welcome
sign at the entrance to
our community, ku-
dos and thank you. The
sign is so appropriate
for Idyllwild, rustic and
tasteful. It speaks to our
unique forest environ-
ment.

As a Home Stager,
I am acutely aware of
visual impressions and
ambiance. We have a
true jewel, our Hill, and
should always show our
treasure in its best light
— a light that reflects

the natural beauty, clean
air and peace that we
have the good fortune
to live with.

As a full-timer, I
have been disappointed
with the direction some
of our local businesses
have chosen. Many are
banners and “flashy col-
or city signs,” to quote
a friend, “they appear
to be signs of despera-
tion” to attract business.
These signs create a dis-
traction from the peace
and richness of our vil-
lage. We have a small
area and visitors walk
and wander our streets.
Trust me, they will find
the shops and oppor-
tunities to buy, without
the garish signage.

The new welcome
signs are truly welcom-
ing and represent the
heart of Idyllwild. Those
businesses that keep the
ambience of Idyllwild
with their signs are to be
commended. The Dick-
ens sculpture, Rustic
Theatre, Gastrognome,
The Tea Company, Rus-
tic Cabin, Spruce Moose
and many others, we
thank you and appreci-

€200 Betty's

1 Cloing Co

54475 N. Circle Drive 659 0021

Here!

ARE You
SURE THAT
MARTaNS ARE
ON YeUR ST
o PosT-of
MEDs?

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Idyllwild School Principal Matt Kraemer’s students
of the week (from left) are Chloe Schelly and Max
Swanson. Music director Buzz Holmes chose
Chloe for outstanding flute playing in the begin-
ning instrument class, and Max for practicing his

violin diligently every day.

PHOTO BY JENNY KIRCHNER

ate your respect for the
quality of Idyllwild.

It is not just busi-
nesses and community
service organizations
that should financially
support the welcome
sign endeavor, we as
residents with pride and
respect for our Hill,
should contribute to
this sign fund too. This
effort was done without

a lot of attention or
fanfare, just good people
doing the “right thing”
for the “right reasons.”
The Idyllwild spirit is
alive and well. Residents,
please support this ef-
fort and future efforts
that will maintain our
unique quality here on
the Hill.
VICKI STREETER
FERN VALLEY

Naturopathic Health Care

Dr. Jon Dunn,
Licensed Naturopathic Physician

k

4

A primary care doclor
who treats your whole
famuly -

Cwar 20 yoars of sapenence n natural medidng
OPEN Thurs. & Fri. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. by appointment

S4790 N Crclo Dr. (951) 6556124 www.DrdanDenn.com

Naturally!

MOUNTAIN FOLK

An opening of local Kathleen Keifer’s painting
exhibition will be held on Jan. 16 at the Canfin
Gallery in Tarrytown, New York. The show runs
through January. Her paintings can be viewed on-
line at www.canfingallery.com

To get a listing in “Mountain folk,” visit www.
towncrier.com, click on “News” in the menu at the
top and click on “Submit a news item,” or stop by
and fill out a news form.

Togetyourbirthday listed, e-mail beth@towncrier.
com or call (951) 659-2145, Ext. 17, with the month
and day.

CLUBS

Astronomy Club

The Astronomical Society of the Desert will
hold a star party from 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
23, at the Palm Desert Visitors Center, 51-500
Highway 74.

The club will observe the first quarter moon with
spectacular mountains and craters, and see Mars
rising. Also visible will be the Orion nebula, the
great Andromeda Galaxy, and other deep sky ob-
jects. Andromeda, the princess; Orion, the hunter;
and Cassiopeia, the queen, will be pointed out in
the star tour. Bring a coat as it may get cold. The
event is free and telescopes will be provided.

Bob Victor, professional astronomer and author
of the “Sky Calendar” published by Abrams Plan-
etarium, of Michigan State University will present
a talk called “The Opposition of Mars and What’s
Up in 2010” from 3 to 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30,
in the Community Room of the Palm Desert
Public Library, 73-300 Fred Waring Dr. in Palm
Desert.

For more information or directions, call John
Frazier at (760) 771-4607 or visit www.astrorx.
org.

To get a listing in “Clubs,” visit www.towncrier.
com, click on “News” in the menu at the top and
click on “Submit a news item,” or stop by and fill

out a news form.

@eila Zacker
Foot Reflexologist

Reduce Stress . . .
Help Relieve Aches and Pains
Registered Certified for 21 Years
Gift Certificates Available
(951) 675-0715

55500 South Circle Drive, Idyllwild

“A person who walks in integrity

\ walks securely.”

— Proverbs
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El Nifo around
until spring

By J.P. CRUMRINE
EpiTor

Weather scientists continue to predict a moderate
El Nifio pattern through spring. Rain and snowfall
levels have been disappointing for those who thought
this El Nifio would be relief from the near decade
long drought.

The latest National Weather Service (NWS)
Advisory predicts, “El Nifo strengthened during
December 2009.... Collectively, these oceanic and
atmospheric anomalies reflect a strong El Nifo.
The models continue to disagree on the eventual
peak strength of El Nifio (Fig. 5). ...Regardless of
its precise peak strength, El Nifo is expected to
exert a significant influence on the global weather
and climate in the coming months. Most models
indicate ... El Nifo will persist through April-May-
June 2010.”

Through December (half way through the rain
year), Idyllwild has received 8.6 inches of rain. This
is slightly more than last year’s 7.8 inches for the
same period. Average rainfall from July 1 through
December 31 is 9.2 inches,

The NWS latest climate forecast indicates that an
above normal rainfall level during the late winter
and spring has occurred in more than 60 percent
of the El Nifio weather patterns since 1958. More
rain or precipitation may be coming. While more
than recent years, it may only fill the average annual
amount.

See El Nino, page 24
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Get your flu vaccine

By J.P. CRUMRINE
EpiTOR

Despite falling hospitalization rates
and deaths attributable to the HIN1
(swine) virus, national health officials
warn that caution and care need to be
maintained for several more months.

According to Dr. Anne Schuchat,
director of the National Center for Im-
munizations and Respiratory Diseases
at the U.S. Center for Disease Control,
the flu pandemic of 1957 seemed to
fade after the winter holidays and then
returned in late winter with nearly the
same devastating strength.

Since late November, many indicators
of the virus’ strength and breadth have
been decreasing weekly. For example, the
number of outpatient visits for influenza-
like-illness has declined from nearly 8
percent in early November to 2.4 percent
last week.

“My colleagues and I in public health
are encouraging people to be vaccinated,
especially those who are at risk of com-
plications. None of us can predict what’s
going to happen,” Schuchat advised last
week.

In 1957, the flu epidemic peaked in
the November-December period. As it
fell during early winter, health officials
thought it was ending and warnings
to get vaccinated stopped. Then in the

spring of 1958 deaths began to
climb again, nearly reaching the
fall levels despite the availability
of vaccine.

“[T]he best thing for us to do
is ... really focus on the idea that
vaccine is the best way for us to re-
duce the chances that we will have
ongoing disease, hospitalizations
and deaths,” Schuchat stressed. “As
long as this virus is circulating, it
has the potential to cause illness.

“This next week, or beginning
this weekend, we’re going to kick
off the National Influenza Vaccina-
tion Week. ... It includes a focus
on people at high risk for compli-
cations, adults with emphysema,
pregnant women, seniors, children,
really a focus on encouraging vac-
cination for anyone who hasn’t yet
been vaccinated and wants to be,”
she advised.

At this point in the flu season,
health officials have plenty of
HINI vaccine and urge everyone
to get vaccinated. After children,

First mass H1NT1 flu clinic
open to all Riverside County

residents

WHAT: Riverside County Department of
Public Health HIN1 flu clinic

OPEN TO: Everyone, especially those in the
following priority groups: anyone 6 months
to 24 years old, caregivers of infants less
than six months old, pregnant women,
health care and emergency service work-
ers and adults age 25 to 64 with chronic
medical conditions

COST: Free

WHEN: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
16

WHERE: Desert Hot Springs High School
Gymnasium, 65850 Pierson Blvd., Desert
Hot Springs

MORE HIN1 INFORMATION: www.
rivcoph.org/hinl or call 2-1-1. Residents
with area codes outside Riverside County
can call 1-800-464-1123.

pregnant and post-partum women

are particularly vulnerable to the flu.
They also encourage seniors, not a

target population, who have yielded to

children to get their vaccination now.
“Having as many people vaccinated

as possible is our best course of action,

even if we can’t read the tea leaves of
the future,” Schuchat said. “The illness
is down. There’s plenty of vaccine. It’s
a key window of opportunity. We don’t
want to repeat the story from 1957.

J.P. Crumrine can be reached at
Jjp@towncrier.com.

See a photo you like? Call Jenny at 659-2145 to purchase a print.

The Idyllwild Town Crier’s upcoming ...
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Obituary
Robert Eastin Read

Robert “Bob”
Eastin Read died
Monday, Dec. 28,
2009 after a long
battle with pancre-
atic cancer. He was
77. Services were
Saturday, Jan. 2 in
Santa Ana.

Bob was born
March 13, 1932
in Santa Ana, Ca-
lif. to Morrie and
Kathaleen Read.
He received his
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Elementary
Education and Administration from California
State University, Long Beach, and a Doctorate
degree with a major in Administrative Person-
nel from University of Southern California. He
taught fourth and sixth grades in the Santa Ana
and Magnolia School Districts; was a principal
in the Magnolia and Fountain Valley School
districts; served as Personnel Director, Assistant
Superintendent and Interim Superintendent for
the Fountain Valley School District; served as
Assistant Superintendent in the Pasadena and
West Covina School Districts; and served as
Assistant Superintendent of Personnel for the
Glendale School District.

He moved to Idyllwild in 1998, along with
his wife, mother, and mother-in-law, to be
closer to his grandchildren. For health reasons,
the group moved to Rancho Mirage in 2003.

Bob was a compassionate and caring person
who loved traveling, cruising the seas, golf,

John Sizer died Tuesday, Jan. 5. He was the husband
of Dolores Sizer, former member of the Idyllwild
Town Crier team. After her retirement, they moved
to Arizona. His unexpected death occurred after an
accident at home.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROBERT SIZER, JOHN’S SON.

dancing, people and especially, his family and
friends. He will be greatly missed.

He is survived by Joan, his wife of 54 years;
son Chris; daughter-in-law Wendy; and three
grandchildren, Justin, Megan and Shelby Read
of Idyllwild.

Garner Valley
homeowners
await vote count

By MARSHALL SMITH
STAFF REPORTER

Garner Valley Property Own-
ers Association (GVPOA) ballots
to recall the existing board will be
counted on Saturday, Jan. 16. What
the recall will accomplish, if it suc-
cessful, is unclear.

The “yes” on recall group believes
that the existing board, headed by
Mark Lamont, was wrong to settle a
lawsuit brought by property owner
Marc Jones against the then GVPOA
board. That bloc presumably voted
“no” in a fall 2008 vote to assess
each property owner $700 to settle
the lawsuit and replenish GVPOA
reserves drained by board prosecu-
tion of the suit.

“It’s crazy,” said architect and as-
sociation member Bill Swank. “They
think that by recalling the board the
debt will go away,” he said. “But the
lawsuit is settled and the bill is com-
ing [April 2011]. If the board and
the association do not settle the suit,
association property and assets can
be liened. There’s no accounting for

the arrogance of the other side.”

Swank served on the association
architectural committee that ap-
proved the Jones driveway, subject
of the lawsuit, in 2003. Swank said
he spoke to succeeding boards about
the futility of prosecuting the lawsuit
owing to the documented approval
of the driveway. “I tried to talk to
three board presidents that Jones was
in total compliance with association
bylaws and governing documents,”
said Swank. “But they chose to be-
lieve the attorneys prosecuting the
lawsuit.”

A recent newsletter sent out to
GVPOA states, “Marc Jones’ driveway
was approved in 2003 by Bill Swank
who was then President of the Board
and head of the architectural com-
mittee. Adrienne Hochee, who was
also a board member and architec-
tural committee member at the time
concurred with this approval, as she
testified under penalty of perjury.”
According to Swank, architectural
guidelines were revised in 2005 but
Jones’ approval preceded that

See Garner, page 25
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ANTIBIOTIC ALERT!

Due to their inability to distinguish
between harmful and healthy bacteria,
antibiotics can severely disrupt
the balance of intestinal
microflora~"friendly"
bacteria that inhabit
the intestinal and
vaginal regions.

For this reason,
antibiotics are
capable of causing
diarrhea during and
up to six weeks after
antibiotic therapy. In
addition, an imbalanced
microflora can cause problems with
digestion, nutrient absorption, and
immune system function, up to
four months later.

Did you know that
antibiotics
can cause diarrhea
up to six weeks after use?

Consider probiotics
to support the health
of your intestines.

In order to prevent these adverse side
effects, researchers have suggested
that patients take a probiotic
supplement during and
after antibiotic use.
Supplementation with
probiotics such as

" Lactobacillus
acidophilus NCFM®
and bifidobacterium
species ensures
adequate replenish-
ment of intestinal
bacteria, lessening the
risk of diarrhea and other
antibiotic-associated side effects.

For more information,
consult your practitioner
or pharmacist.

i

Ultra Flora Plus is a patented probiotic formula
that provides highly viable, pure strains of Lacto-
bacillus acidophilus (NCFM® strain) and Bifido-
bacterium lactis along with supportive factors.

* Designed to provide intestinal and digestive
support on multiple levels.

* Helps maintain a healthy balance of intestinal
flora and support healthy immune function.

* Provides the valuable Probio-Protein® fac-
tor, a concentrate of immunoglobulin proteins
(antibodies) from whey to help maintain a healthy
intestinal environment.

« Provides the valuable Probio-Saccharide®
factor, fructooligosaccharides (FOS), an excellent
food source for beneficial bacteria that helps to promote their growth
in the intestine.

* Produced in a freeze-dried form and refrigerated during storage
and shipping for maximum stability, and shipped with the most cur-
rent viability assay to provide you with assurance of potency.

* Guaranteed to provide no fewer than 15 billion combined live
organisms per serving through date of expiration.

¢ The ID Guarantee: The purity, clinical reliability, and predicted
safety of Metagenics probiotic formulas are guaranteed through the
scientific certification of strains with established health benefits.
Assuring potency and high viability, each strain is also tested for acid
tolerance and cell adherence in vitro.
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IAHS reaches goal

BY MARSHALL SMITH
STAFF REPORTER

Bob and Adele Smith’s matching
gamble paid off, and just in time. Now
the Idyllwild Area Historical Society
(IAHS) will have its climate-controlled
Archive and Research Center.

IAHS estimated the construction
cost would be about $129,600 for the
732 square foot facility. In October,
TAHS still needed $25,000 to achieve
its goal.

That is when the Smiths decided to
challenge IAHS and the community.
They announced they would match
up to $12,500 in gifts through Dec.
31, 2009. On New Year’s Eve two $500
checks arrived, putting the total just
over the $12,500 and satisfying the
match criteria and completing the
fund-raising goal.

That puts IAHS comfortably in a position to
move forward with the addition. Hemet architect
Jim Marsh is already working the plans through
County Planning. Bids went out to three architects
the first week in December and are due back by
Jan. 16.

“We're hoping to break ground in January and
get construction going in February, but you never
know with getting plans approved,” said Smith.
“We had tried getting plan approval through Palm
Desert (satellite County Planning office), which
we thought might be faster, but they’re treating

wife Adele’s

Center.

Bob Smith challenged
the Idyllwild Area His-
torical Society member-
ship to match his and

to complete the IAHS
fund-raising goal to build

an Archive and Research

PHOTO BY MARSHALL SMITH

it [the addition] as a commercial
building, and that means Riverside.”
Once plans are approved, construc-
tion should be completed in six
months, Smith hopes.

Friends of TAHS raised the
total funds over a six-year period.
“The membership [of IAHS] really
came through,” said Smith. “We
received 112 donations, almost all
of them members. This campaign
convinced me of how strong and
committed our membership is.”
The capital campaign for private
donations launched in April 2009.
Smith said about $3,000 came from
non-members, $48,000 from private
donations, $51,000 in accumulated
operational savings, and $31,000 in
Riverside County grants. Besides
the Smith’s gift, other donations
ranged from $10 to $1,000. River-
side County had previously given IAHS $173,000
to buy the property and $12,000 to revamp it to
suit its intended use as the Idyllwild museum.

In addition to providing temperature and
humidity controls necessary to preserve histori-
cal documents, the research center will provide
separately accessible public restrooms, a much-
needed convenience on that stretch of North
Circle Drive. The exterior will be fire resistant
fiber cement shingles.

Marshall Smith can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

L

$12,500 gift

Subscribe to the Town Crier and get "Almost all the News — Part of the Time." Call 659-2145.

State budget cuts
worsening

By J.P. CRUMRINE
Ep1iTor

Once again, the state is expecting
a multi-billion dollar deficit and
must continue to cut programs in
order to come close with a balanced
budget, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
announced Friday, Jan. 8.

However, Schwarzenegger recom-
mended no further cuts in education
programs. Compared to the current
year, he proposed a $225 million
increase for higher education pro-
grams. K-12 programs would receive
the full amount dedicated to them
by Proposition 98; however, that is
less than previous years because of
the total decline in state revenues,
especially property taxes.

“Our state, our economy and
our future is [sic] so dependent on
education that, as far as ’'m con-
cerned, we must protect education,”
Schwarzenegger said during his press
conference.

Local school officials are still wary
of the budget proposals.

“The governor still has to submit
a May budget,” said Hemet Unified
School District Superintendent Dr.
Phil Pendley. “We’re worried it will
not last and will change in May.”

The governor presented his pro-
posed budget for the fiscal year
starting July 1, 2010 and ending June
30, 2011. Social service programs,
such as the in-home social services,
bear the brunt of the governor’s
proposed reductions. In addition,
he has planned for about $7 billion
more from the federal government.

State civil servants will feel the
impacts of the current budget im-
balance. The governor has ordered
his departments reduce salary costs
5 percent by July 1, 2010 and an
additional 5 percent during the new
fiscal year. Salary cost reductions are
projected to save $1.6 billion.

No new taxes are proposed but
some business tax changes are post-
poned.

The CalFire budget is about the
same as last year. However, once
again the governor is proposing
the establishment of an emergency
response fund (ERF), financed with
a surtax on property insurance pre-
miums.

For 2010-11, $200 million of this
money would be for CalFire. If the
Legislature continues to rebuff the
governor’s idea, the funds would have
to be provided from the $1 billion

See State, page 24

IDYLLWILD WATER DISTRICT JANUARY 2010 NEWSLETTER

STATUS OF RECYCLED WATER PROJECT GRANT FUNDS — We should receive a decision soon for our $22,750 grant application for
the project “planning phase.” Based on receiving approval we will apply for an additional $75,000 for the construction phase. The recycled water
project total estimated project cost is $150,000. This project could provide 10,000 to 20,000 gallons of recycled water per day for interested
customers for irrigation use. The recycled water will be delivered by truck to customers with approved green tanks. The District will need to
provide tank inspections to ensure there are no cross-connections before approving recycled water to customers. Final consideration for approval

by the board members will be needed.

DISTRICT GOALS — The Board approved a list of nine goals at the December 15th Board meeting. In the next six months, the rates and
charges, rules and regulations, and personnel policies and procedures hopefully will be updated.

REDUCED PRESSURE BACKFLOW DEVICES — Many businesses in the Idyllwild Water District received letters requesting that reduced
pressure backflow devices be installed. Several have been installed and tested as required. All requested devices should be installed by the end

of February.

COMPUTER OPERATED WATER SYSTEM — The District contracted with Digital Telecommunication Systems (DTS) to install a “state of

the art” computer control system to automate the operation and monitor our water system facilities. Progress is being made — DTS is currently
installing systems at the Golden Rod, Rockdale and South Ridge sites. We currently have a computer control system operating our Wildwood

water system zone.

TWO NEW WELLS — IWD will be soliciting bids for drilling two new test wells — one on Lower Pine Crest Avenue and one on South Circle
Drive. The test wells will help us determine whether to drill a production well which will be based on receiving good water samples and a
minimum of 25 gallons per minute production.

2010 CENSUS TESTING — Census testing will take place at the IWD Boardroom January 14th, 21st and 28th at 10:00 a.m. These part-time jobs
offer good pay and flexible hours. Approximately 300 workers will be canvassing the Idyllwild area beginning March 22nd. More information
is available at www.2010censusjobs.gov or (800) 861-2010.

CONGRATULATIONS!!! — Kudos to our District employees. Mark Klingaman passed his Grade I water treatment operator exam and Jack
Easley passed his Grade III water distribution operator exam. They will receive their water certificates in the near future.

Wishing all of our customers a happy and prosperous New Year.
JOIN US AT OUR NEXT BOARD MEETING — JANUARY 19th AT 7:00 PM




