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A small section of the public listens patiently to one of several speakers at Monday’s 
County Service Area 36 Advisory Committee meeting. The meeting began at 9:30 a.m. 
and more than 75 people attended to hear and discuss management of recreation in 
Idyllwild.                                                                                     Photo by  J.P. Crumrine

Public fi lls CSA 36 meeting

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Three of seven survive 
to compete in the race 
for the Senate District 

37 seat vacated when John 
J. Benoit stepped down to 
become Riverside County 
Fourth District Supervi-
sor. Of the three survivors, 
Republican and current 
Assemblyman (AD 63) Bill 
Emmerson, Democrat Jus-
tin Blake and American 
Independent Matt Monica, 
Emmerson is the favorite in 
the June 8 primary mostly 
because of a modest Repub-
lican registration edge in the 
district and heavy fi nancial 
support from the health 
care industry. Emmerson is 
a dentist. 

Three for SD 37
 Only 20 percent of reg-
istered voters turned out in 
this special election, where 
most attention focused on 
the better-fi nanced two lead-
ing contenders, both Repub-
licans. 
 Emmerson registered a 
convincing 41.76 percent 
of the vote in the April 13 
primary and ran well in all 
parts of the sprawling 37th, 
from the westernmost part 
to the farthest east, north 
and south. Fellow Republi-
can Russ Bogh, his nearest 
competitor, fi nished nearly 
20 points behind Emmerson 
and ran well in the Beau-
mont/Banning area — his 
home. 
 Blake, who sits on the 
Palm Springs Unifi ed School 
District board and operates 

his own entertainment-
based business, finished 
third with 13.92 percent of 
the vote. Democrat Blake 
ran well in parts of the 
Coachella Valley where he 
has name recognition, in 
Idyllwild where he teaches 
part-time at Idyllwild Arts, 
and in Perris, which has a 
high Democratic registra-
tion. 
 Monica, according to his 
own reports, carried several 
precincts in the Coachella 
Valley where he has name 
recognition because he is a 
long-serving member of the 
Desert Sands Unifi ed School 
District board.
 In politics, the saying 
goes, you follow the money, 
and if that holds true in June

See SD 37, page 10

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Editor’s note: County Service Area (CSA) 36 Advisory 
Committee held two meetings since the previous edi-
tion. The fi rst occurred Thursday, April 15 and was 
the regular monthly CSA 36 meeting. The second 
meeting was Monday morning April 19. This was a 
special meeting called for at the end of the April 15 
meeting. Committee Chair Holly Maag wrote to Third 
District Supervisor Jeff Stone following the Monday 
meeting. Her letter is on page 12. As a result of the 
meeting, Shane Stewart and the Town Crier have 
volunteered to collect some recreation information for 
CSA 36. These questions are on page 32.

At the Thursday, April 15 County Service Area 
(CSA) 36 Advisory Committee (Committee) 
meeting, attending Idyllwild Community Rec-

reation Council (ICRC) board members were asked 
to return at a special April 19 meeting to present a 
menu of opportunities and a plan of how to expand 
Town Hall recreation programs to reach adults, 
seniors and youth who do not play sports.

See CSA 36, page 14

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

Friday evening, April 16, 
was especially notewor-
thy for the Idyllwild 

Town Crier and the commu-
nity. The California Newspa-
pers Publishers Association 
announced the winners of 
its 2009 Better Newspapers 
Contest. In this statewide 
contest, the Idyllwild Town 
Crier earned two fi rst-place, 
three second-place awards 
and one honorable men-
tion.

Town Crier 
among best 

in state
 The paper swept the 
Breaking News photographs 
for our size paper. Opera-
tions Chief Jim Crandall’s 
photo of Barbara Farrar 
trying to park her car in 
the Idyllwild Water District 
(IWD) building on Sept. 11, 
2008 was selected as the best 
breaking news photo across 
the state. Crandall grabbed 
his camera and was right 
on scene while Farrar was 
still in her vehicle and IWD 
offi ce manager, Kelly Clark, 
was still trying to regain

See Awards, page 20
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Idyllwild, We’re Here For You!

2010 SUBARU

IMPREZA
2.5i Premium Special Edition

• All-Wheel Drive standard
• 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
• 6 standard airbags
• 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine

Stock #: 207069
Vin #: 504475
Model #: AGC

2010 SUBARU

TRIBECA
3.6R Limited

• All-Wheel Drive standard
• 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
• 6 standard airbags
• 256-hp Subaru Boxer engine
• Seating for 7-passengers

Stock #: 207062
Vin #: 400435
Model #: ATD

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Payments based on 10,000 miles/year. Total due at signing includes Customer down payment, 
1st lease payment and may include $595 Acquisition Fee. Available through April 30, 2010.

Located in the Cathedral City Auto Center on Hwy 111 and Perez Road • 67-925 East Palm Canyon
(760) 318-4700  •  www.palmspringssubaru.com

$236
$1,499 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 236 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $2,330 Total due at 
lease signing 
(*plus tax & 
license)

PER MONTH LEASE/
42 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

$459
$2,999 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 459 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $4,053 Total due at 
lease signing 
(*plus tax & 
license)

PER MONTH LEASE/
42 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

• Automatic
• 4-wheel ABS
• Subaru Boxer engine
• All-Wheel Drive standard
• Most award-winning small SUV

Stock #: 207119
Vin #: 759942
Model #: AFB

2010 SUBARU

FORESTER
2.5X

 $1,799 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 259 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $2,653 Total due at 
lease signing 
(*plus tax & 
license)

PER MONTH LEASE/
42 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

$259
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Terry Griner
General Building & Engineering Contractor

License# 530771 A&B

P.O. Box 1692 - Idyllwild, CA 92549

951-659-5660 Offi ce      951-659-0053 Fax

GRINER CONSTRUCTIONI

Idyllwild Weather
From the National Weather Service.

 Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
 4/22 4/23 4/24 4/25 4/26

52/27
Fog in the 
a.m., showers 
likely, chance 
of thunder-
storms.

54/38
Partly cloudy, 
not as cool, 
becoming 
mostly clear 
by night.

71/41
Mostly sunny 
and warmer, 
with clear 
night skies.

72/44
Mostly clear, 
warming 
trend contin-
ues.

73/45
Mostly sunny, 
fi ne spring 
weather.

Your Local Weather
Thu

3/4

50/32
Plenty of sun.
Highs in the
low 50s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Fri

3/5

51/36
Mostly
cloudy.
Highs in the
low 50s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Sat

3/6

47/33
Mix of rain
and snow.
Highs in the
upper 40s
and lows in
the low 30s.

Sun

3/7

44/32
Mix of rain
and snow
showers.
Highs in the
mid 40s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Mon

3/8

50/33
A few
clouds. Highs
in the low
50s and lows
in the low
30s.

©2009 American Profile Hometown Content Service
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 Idyllwild this year Idyllwild last year
Date High Low M S High Low M S
 4-12 59 33 1.11 .1  63 28        
 4-13 na na    66 33    
 4-14 na na   60   39   
 4-15 66 25   45 26  
 4-16 66 25   52 25  
 4-17 70 35   64 30   
 4-18 na na   72 34  

 Moisture in inches Snow in inches
To date this season (Idy): 21.35 To date this sea son (Idy): 28.91
To date last season (Idy): 18.04 To date last season (Idy): 55.2
Total last season (Idy): 18.04 Total last season (Idy): 55.2
To date this season (PC): 27.59 To date this season (PC): 61

 TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and 
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m. 
at the Idyll wild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are mea-
sured by resident George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture 
inches include all precipitation such as rain, melted hail 
and melted snow.
 Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road 
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at 
1-800-427-7623.

Fire log

 Hill fire stations re-
sponded to the following 
calls, Monday to Sunday, 
April 12 to 18:

Idyllwild Fire Department 
and Ambulance
 April 12 — Traffi c col-
lision, Saunders Meadow 
Road and Cowbell Alley, 
Idyllwild.
 April 13 — Medical aid, 
River Dr., Idyllwild.
 April 13 —  Walk-in 
medical.
 April 14 — Dispatched 
and canceled en route, 
54900 block of Pine Crest 
Avenue, Idyllwild.
 April 15 — Medical aid, 
26500 block of Highway 
243, Idyllwild.
 April 15 —  Walk-in 
medical aid.

News of record
Riverside County Fire, 
Garner Valley
 Log unavailable.
    
Riverside County Fire, 
Pinyon
 April 16 — Cover as-
signment, Station 77 (Lake 
Riverside).
 April 17 — Structure 
fi re, Lake Riverside.
 April 17 — Medical aid, 
Big Horn Drive, Pinyon.
  
Riverside County Fire,
Anza
 April 12 — Medical aid, 
Terwilliger and Grandon 
roads, Anza.
 April 14 — Medical aid, 
Anza Road, Anza.
 April 15 —  Medical 
aid, Bailey and Candelaria 
roads, Anza.
 Apr il  16 —  Vehic le 
fi re, highways 79 and 371, 
Aguanga.

 April 15 — Malicious 
false alarm, 52500 block of 
Temecula Drive, Idyllwild.
 April 16 — Medical aid, 
26600 block of Saunders 
Meadow Road, Idyllwild.
 April 17 — Three walk-
in medical aids.
 April  17 —  Rescue, 
Palm and Florida Avenue, 
Hemet.
 April  17 —  Rescue, 
Humber Park, Idyllwild.
 April 18 — Search for 
person, Idyllmont Road, 
Idyllwild. 
Riverside County Fire,
Pine Cove
 April 15 — False alarm, 
Temecula Drive, Idyllwild.
 April 17 — Residen-
tial structure fi re, Mitchell 
Road, Anza.
 April 18 — Vegetation 
fire, Highway 243, Pine 
Cove.
 

Mountain Community Patrol seeks members
 The Mountain Community Patrol is recruiting new 
members to help in its crime prevention and community 
safety efforts on the Hill. The Patrol provides many services 
to the community including crowd and parking control at 
civic events; they patrol town on foot and by car to lower 
local crime; perform business property checks, observe and 
report suspicious situations to the Sheriff ’s Department and 
remove graffi ti from the town and surrounding areas. The 
Patrol provides its members with a complete training course 
including fi rst aid and CPR.
 To apply to become a member, call (951) 659-4904.

 Ham radio license class
 The Mile High Radio Club and Bill Baker have sched-
uled an entry-level technician class, for those interested in 
obtaining their ham radio license. An introduction to ham 
radio is scheduled for April 24. Then, for those interested, 
a class is planned for the Saturdays of May 8, 15 and 22. 
Volunteer examiners will be on staff for the fi nal weekend 
to administer all three Amateur License levels; Technician, 
General and Extra.
 The class and testing sessions will be held at the Idyllwild 
Fire Department Training Room. 
 For more information and sign up, contact Bill Baker at 
659-4366 or e-mail mhrc@arrl.net.

 April 16 —  Walk-in 
medical aid.
 April 17 — Residential 
structure fi re, Mitchell and 
Bolen roads, Anza.
 April 17 —  Vehicle, 
h ighways  79  and 371, 
Aguanga.
 April 17 —  Walk-in 
medical aid.
 April 18 — Medical aid, 
El Ray Circle and Cave 
Rock Road, Anza.
 April 18 —  Medical 
aid, Highway 371 and Ivan 
Lane, Anza.
 April 18 —  Walk-in 
medical aid.

 
CHP log
  
 Log unavailable.

Sheriff’s log
 
 Log unavailable

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 Riverside Mountain Res-
cue Unit (RMRU) volunteers 
were needed twice this past 
weekend.
 According to Lee Arnson, 
RMRU president, and volun-
teer Ralph Hoetger, who was 
involved with both rescues, 
two Marines who had begun 

hiking at Black Mountain 
early Friday, April 16 got 
lost that night near Saddle 
Junction. A Riverside County 
Sheriff ’s Department (RCSD) 
Aviation Unit helicopter spot-
ted them Friday night and 
with a bullhorn told them 
which direction to hike out 
in the morning. The Marines 
went in the opposite direction 
and wound up at noon on 

Two RMRU missions
April 17 at Carumba. An-
other helicopter unit picked 
up RMRU volunteer Nick 
Nixon at Skunk Cabbage and 
hoisted him down to the two. 
All were hoisted up and the 
mission wrapped around 8 
p.m. that night.
 In the April 18 rescue, fi ve 
local kids, four girls and one 
boy, went to the grotto near 
Idyllwild Arts late Saturday

and kept hiking down until 
they got stuck, according 
to Arnson. “They basically 
stayed in the drainage, and 
with so much fl owing water, 
they could not even hear the 
calls of our team members,” 
he related. “They hiked them-
selves out, getting back to 
their cars around 2 a.m.”
 Visit www.rmru.org for 
more information.
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Soroptimist
International of Idyllwild

presents the annual

Basket Festival
& Free

Spaghetti 
Dinner

Thursday, April 29th
5-6:30 p.m.

Idyllwild Pines Camp 
& Conference Center

Basket Drawing
at 6:30 p.m.

Tickets for Baskets: $5 or 5 for $20

Parent Information Meeting

April  28th  at 3:00

 Idyllwild School   Nat’l Forest Hwy
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Hemet, Winchester &

Idyllwild
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We Offer Programs

Individualized for ���

A–G College Prep

Diploma Bound

Credit Recovery
Enrolling for Fall
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Equipment odds and ends …
  It seems that every year brings new 
products on the market for hikers and 
climbers. Some of them have a “duh” fac-
tor, as in why didn’t anyone think of this 
before? Then there are products that seem to be trying 
to create a fi x for an unknown problem. 
 Ultra light gear, LED headlamps and UV water 
sterilizers fall into the fi rst category. Things like digital 
pedometers with FM radios, camping espresso makers, 
battery-powered socks and roller ball ice cream makers 
fall into the latter category.
 This week we will look at some of the better new 
products that make your hiking a lighter and more 
pleasurable pursuit. In other words, gear that you may 
not think you need but is functional nonetheless.
 First up is Injinji toe socks — the sock most people 
dismiss or, in the case of most men, actually look upon 
with disdain. The truth is that toe socks are the perfect 
design for summer hiking. They wick moisture away 
from the foot and keep the toes from rubbing together 
and creating blisters. With the new Vibram Five Fingers 
shoes, the shoe with separate toes, toe socks are the only 
way to go.
 Next up is the newest in “alphalight” fl atware — the 
7075-T6 aircraft alloy titanium spork. Weighing in at .3 
ounces, 9 grams, this is probably the lightest and most 
durable spork on the market.
 One of the biggest complaints from the Pacifi c Crest 
Trail hikers is that their hands get fried when they are 
crossing the deserts and mountains. Last year they asked 
me for lightweight fi ngerless sun gloves.
 After doing some research, I found the perfect glove, 
called Dr. Shade, for their needs. The glove  features 
a fi ngerless Lycra glove with Kevlar stitching and 50+ 
UPF sun protection. When you are out hiking and using 
trekking poles, these gloves allow you the dexterity to 
perform any task and keep your hands protected from 
harmful UV radiation.
 Vibram’s relatively new Five Fingers shoes are quite 
the fad of the moment. Like the huge Crocs fad that 
preceded it, the Five Fingers is becoming a must-have 
shoe for runners and hikers. 
 With a separate compartment for each toe and each 
toe compartment having its own attached sole, this shoe 
is still unique in the outdoor industry. Whether it is a 
passing fad or a new category of footwear remains to 
be seen. By the way, Vibram also makes hiking shoes 
for your dog.
 Leki, the biggest name in trekking poles, has come 
out with a new line of poles with a Speed Lock System. 
Basically, instead of turning the trekking poles to adjust 
the length, there is a small lever that you fl ip open and 
after setting the pole to the proper length, you fl ip it 
closed and it is locked in place. The new poles are a 
little heavier and they don’t have an anti-shock model 
just yet but they are defi nitely easier to adjust and there 
is less chance that the poles will collapse.
 There are many other new products and this column 
only hits a few highlights but these are defi nitely some 
of the best of the recent gear innovations.
 Until next week have fun, be safe.

Blood drive at Pancake Breakfast & Car Show
 LifeStream will join Riverside County Fire’s Poppet 
Flats Volunteer Fire Company 63 for the company’s 2nd-
annual Pancake Breakfast, Car Show and Blood Drive.
 The event will be held from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday, 
May 15 at the San Gorgonio Inn, 150 E. Ramsey Street. 
The Inn is directly across the street from the new Ban-
ning Police Department headquarters.
 LifeStream donors will receive a complimentary pan-
cake breakfast, courtesy of Riverside County Fire’s Poppet 
Flats Volunteer Fire Company 63. For more information, 
contact LifeStream at 1-800-879-4484.

Outside Idyllwild
By Bruce Watts

Pictured above is the Rhododendron Occidentale, or more 
commonly know as Western Azalea (locals sometimes call it 
the “Mountain Azalea”). It is a shrub with green foliage and 
creamy white fl owers that may be tinged with pink and have 
a yellow blotch and blooms during late spring. Its duration is 
perennial, growing year after year. It can be found in wild, 
woodland areas of both Idyllwild and Pine Cove. 

Photo courtesy of Harold Voorheis 

On Saturday, April 17, a “work party” from the Idyllwild 
Garden Club installed native “Mountain Friendly” shrubs and 
plants at the new “Idyllwild Gateway” entry sign.  Here Les 
Widerynski, Doug Berthelotte and Harold Voorheis, club 
president, are watering and planting. Compost for the project 
was provided by Pine Cove Water District. 

Photo courtesy of Harold Voorheis

An early oriole seeks food during the storm last week. 
Photo courtesy of Thom Wallace

Deborah Geisinger, ISA Certifi ed Arborist, offered seedlings 
for a plant-a-tree program for Earth Day, April 22. These are 
available at Mountain Harvest Market. If you buy the product, 
you get a coupon to send in and they plant a tree. “Debbie 
decided it would be more interesting to give away trees right in 
the store!” said Doug Yagaloff, co-owner of the market. 

Photo courtesy of Doug Yagaloff.

Trivia test
Geography: The country of Belize is located in what 

part of the world?

Answer: Central America

Strange but true
 In the 19th century, ice accounted for more 

shipping than any other commodity except cotton.
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Advance Muffler
• MUFFLERS

• CONVERTERS

• HIGH PERFORMANCE

• EXHAUST

• 4” DIESEL SYSTEMS

X

Florida Ave.

Lyon A
ve.P
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m

 A
ve

.

Latham Ave.

Hemet Auto Care Plaza
(Behind Harbor Freight Tools)

1200 W. Florida Ave. Ste. YZ 
Hemet, CA 92543951.766.8843

TownCrier.com 
Stats

Last week the front page of the 
Town Crier’s Web site was visited  

7,314 times

If your Web site is not getting that kind 
of traffic from people who live, work, 

visit and spend money on the Hill, talk to 
us about setting up a link from any one 
of our online sections to your Web site.

Summary info for the week of  
April 13-17, 2010 

Visitors - 7,314
Unique Visitors - 4,316

Page Views - 22,215
Total Hits - 109,145

To place an ad that will link your business from 
Idyllwild’s premier online site to your Web site, 

call (951) 659-2145.  Ask to speak with Shane.

PCPOA
 Bob Smith of the Idyllwild Area Historical Society and 
author of “Idyllwild and the High San Jacintos” will be the 
speaker at the next meeting of the Pine Cove Property 
Owners Assossciation at 8 a.m. Saturday, May 1 at the Pine 
Cove Fire Station on Marion Ridge Drive. Smith will also 
have a slide presentation.
 For more information, call Nancy Borchers at (951) 659-
4759.

 To get a listing in “Clubs,” visit www.towncrier.com, click 
on “News” in the menu at the top and click on “Submit a 
news item,” or stop by and fill out a news form. 

Clubs

 Inie Wilson recently celebrated her 95th birthday with 
family and friends at a party held at the Gastrognome. 
Present was her old friend Leona McGough who owned 
Idyllwild’s first dairy on Maranatha Drive in the 1940s. 
 Inie may be Idyllwild’s  oldest and longest-term Idyllwild 
resident. She came to Idyllwild on her honeymoon in 1932 
and never moved away. She is willing to share garden and 
flower information and can be reached at 659-2671.  

 To get a listing in “Mountain folk,” visit www.towncrier.
com, click on “News” in the menu at the top and click on 
“Submit a news item,” or stop by and fill out a news form. 
 To get your birthday listed, e-mail beth@towncrier.com or 
call (951) 659-2145, Ext. 17, with the month and day.

Mountain folk

Community calendar
 For the Idyllwild Arts & 
Entertainment Calendar, see 
“On the Town,” on page  16.

Wednesday, April 21
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion 
Post 800, 54360 Marion View 
Dr.
 • Town Crier News Meet-
ing, public welcome, 8:30 a.m. 
Café Aroma, 54750 North Cir-
cle Dr. 
 • ESL class, 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
St. Hugh’s Episcopal Church, 
25525 Tahquitz Dr.
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
 • Garner Valley Book Club, 
10:30 a.m. Call 659-6049 for 
location.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
6 p.m. Spiritual Living Center, 
Idyllwild Religious Science, 
women only, 54423 Village 
Center Dr., Strawberry Creek 
Square.
 • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.
 • “Calling in the Divine 
Feminine” workshop with 
Celeste Mann, 6-8 p.m. The 
Chakra Shack, 54750 North 
Circle Dr., Unit A.
 • CAHSEE class, 6-9 p.m. 
St. Hugh’s Episcopal Church, 
25525 Tahquitz Dr.
 

Thursday, April 22
 • “Living Through Transi-
tion and Loss,” program, 10 
a.m.-noon. Free. Spirit Moun-
tain Rereat, 23661 Oakwood 
St. Call 659-2523 for informa-
tion.
 • Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. 
Mile-High Fitness, 54423 Vil-
lage Center Dr.
 • Bible Study, noon-2 p.m. 
Chapel In The Pines, Idyllwild 
Pines Camp, 26375 Hwy. 243. 
Call April Wilson at 659-4006 
for information.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.
 • Lemon Lily Festival plan-
ning meeting, 1 p.m. Idyllwild 
Nature Center, 25225 Hwy. 
243. 
 • ESL class, 6-8 p.m. 
Idyllwild School, 26700 High-
way 243. 
 • Narcotics Anonymous, 
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 54423 Village Center Dr.

Friday, April 23
 • Baby Play Group, 10:30 
a.m. Call Debbi Geisinger, 
659-8710 or (951) 966-1094. 
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 

Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30 
p.m. Idyllwild Community 
Presbyterian Church, Manse-
Alcove, Fellowship Hall, 54400 
North Circle Dr.
 • County Supervisor Jeff 
Stone, noon-2 p.m. Idyllwild 
Fire Station, 54160 Maranatha 
Dr. Call 1-866-383-2203 for 
appointment.
 • Hamilton Museum Lec-
ture Series: Sean Owen show-
ing his award-winning docu-
mentary, “Sing Birds,” about 
the local Cahuilla Indians, 
5:30 p.m. Anza Valley Library, 
Hamilton High School, 57430 
Mitchell Rd., Anza.
 • Celebrate Recovery, 
Christ-centered 12-Step pro-
gram. BBQ 6-7 p.m.; Open 
Share meeting 7-9 p.m. Former 
Morning Sky School, 29375 
Hwy 243, Mountain Center. 
Child care available. Call 659-
0097 for information.
 • “Inner Journey to Self” 
workshop with Celeste Mann, 
7-9 p.m. The Chakra Shack, 
54750 North Circle Dr., Unit A.

Saturday, April 24
 • Introduction to Ham Ra-
dio class by Mile High Radio 
Club, 9:30 a.m.-noon, Idyllwild 
Fire Station, 54160 Maranatha 
Dr.
 • Al-Anon, noon, Spiritual 
Living Center, Idyllwild Reli-
gious Science, 54423 Village 
Center Dr.
 • Stand in Silent Vigil for 
Peace, Justice and Nonvio-
lence, noon. Town center at 
“Girl Reading” monument. 
Call 659-2718.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
7:30 p.m. Community Pres-
byterian Church, Fellowship 
Hall,  54400 North Circle Dr.
 • Girls’ Goddess Group with 
Celeste Mann & Jules John-
son, 1-2:30 p.m.; Affirmation 
Boards with Sherry Chaney, 
2:30-4:30 p.m. The Chakra 
Shack, 54750 North Circle Dr., 
Unit A.

 
Sunday, April 25

 • Zen Meditation Group, 8 
a.m.-4p.m.Call 659-2253.
 • Teen Group, 10-11:30 
a.m.  Spiritual Living Center, 
Idyllwild  Religious Science, 
54423 Village Center Drive, 
Strawberry Creek Square.
 • Idyllwild Writer’s Guild, 3 
p.m. 25685 Big Pine St., Cedar 
Glen. Call 659-0130.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous,  
12x12 Book Study closed 
meeting, noon. Idyllwild Wa-
ter District, 25945 Hwy. 243; 
5 p.m., Rancho Encino Moun-
tain Club, 45915 Orchard 

Road, Poppet Flat, across from 
CalFire Station 63.

Monday, April 26
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon & 7:30 p.m., St. Hugh’s 
Epscopal Church, 25525 
Tahquitz Dr.
 • Al-Anon, 5:30 p.m. Spiri-
tual Living Center, Idyllwild 
Religious Science, 54423 Vil-
lage Center Dr.
 • Idyllwild Francophonie 
(fluent-French speakers), 6:30 
p.m. Mountain Restaurant, 
26290 Hwy. 243.
 • VHS Board meeting, 6:30 
p.m. Menifee Valley Medical 
Center Educational Center, 
28400 McCall Park Blvd., Sun 
City.
 • Presentation & Brain-
storming Session with Ming 
Ng, director of Active Arts, 
L.A. Music center re: Par-
ticipatory Public Arts at the 
Idyllwild Community Center, 
7-8:30 p.m. The Creekstone 
Inn.

Tuesday, April 27
 • Zen Meditation Group, 7 
a.m. & 7 p.m. Call 659-2253.
 • Valley Quilters Guild, 
9:30 a.m. 305 E. Devonshire, 
Hemet.
 • “MOMS: Motivated, Or-
ganized Motherhood Survival,” 
workshop with Jules Johnson, 
10:30 a.m.-noon. The Chakra 
Shack, 54750 North Circle Dr., 
Unit A.
 • Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. 
Mile-High Fitness, 54423 Vil-
lage Center Dr.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
AA Open Meeting & Big Book 
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Idyllwild Religious 
Science, 54423 Village Center 
Dr., Strawberry Creek Square.
 • International Healing 
Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m. 
Shiloh Christian Ministries, 
54960 Pine Crest Ave. 
 • ESL class, 6-8 p.m. Idyllwild 
School, 26700 Highway 243.
 • Celebrate Recovery, 
Christ-centered 12-Step Study 
meeting, 6:30-8 p.m. Former 
Morning Sky School, 29375 
Hwy. 243, Mountain Center. 

Call 659-0097 for informa-
tion.
 • “Room for Life,” workshop 
with Jules Johnson, 7:30-8:30 
p.m. The Chakra Shack, 54750 
North Circle Dr., Unit A.
 

Wednesday, April 28
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion 
Post 800, 54360 Marion View 
Dr.
 • Town Crier News Meet-
ing, public welcome, 8:30 a.m. 
Café Aroma, 54750 North Cir-
cle Dr. 
 • ESL class, 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
St. Hugh’s Episcopal Church, 
25525 Tahquitz Dr.
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
6 p.m. Spiritual Living Center, 
Idyllwild Religious Science, 
women only, 54423 Village 
Center Dr., Strawberry Creek 
Square.
 • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.
 • “Calling in the Divine 
Feminine” workshop with 
Celeste Mann, 6-8 p.m. Full 
moon hike with Jules Johnson, 
7-9 p.m. The Chakra Shack, 
54750 North Circle Dr., Unit 
A.
 • CAHSEE class, 6-9 p.m. 
St. Hugh’s Episcopal Church, 
25525 Tahquitz Dr.

Community service hours
 • California Department of 
Forestry (bark beetle issues), 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
Mountain Resource Center 
25380 Franklin Dr., 659-3335.
 • Idyllwild HELP Center, 
26330 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-
noon & 1-3 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday; 9 a.m.-noon Friday. 
659-2110.
 • Idyllwild Area Historical 
Museum, 54470 North Circle 
Dr., 11 a.m.-4 p.m.  Saturday 
& Sunday. Group tours by ap-
pointment. 659-2717.
 • Idyllwild Chamber of 
Commerce, 54325 North Cir-
cle Dr., #103, Mile Hi Plaza, 
noon-4 p.m. Friday & Satur-

day. 659-3259.
 • Idyllwild Library, 54185 
Pine Crest Ave., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday & Friday, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Saturday, 659-2300.
 • Idyllwild Nature Center, 
25225 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday.  
659-3850. 
 • Idyllwild Skate Park, 

Idyllwild Pines Camp, 26375 
Highway 243, 2:30 p.m.-dusk 
Wednesday & Thursday; 1:30 
p.m.-dusk Friday; noon-dusk 
weekends.
 • Idyllwild Transfer Station, 
28100 Saunders Meadow Rd,  
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Thursday-
Monday; Grinding Facility, 8 
a.m.-noon & 1-4 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday.
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OPEN Thurs. & Fri. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. by appointment

Idyllwild 
Pharmacy

Go to www.IdyllwildPharmacy.com to save 
with our monthly specials, refi ll prescriptions and 

fi nd out more about your neighborhood store.

54391 Village Center Dr. • (951) 659-2135

 Clifford G. Dorn, born 
in New Jersey on June 9, 
1947, passed away April 15, 
2010 at his home on Morris 
Ranch Road in Garner Val-
ley.
 He served in the United 
States Army as a surviv-
al and artillery specialist, 
worked for the U.S. Forest 
Service as a fi re lookout at 
the Tahquitz Lookout Tower 
and also built and maintained portions of the Pacifi c Crest 
Trail. He owned Pacifi c Crest Equipment and Clifford 
Dorn & Associates in the mid ’70s. He was a teacher and 
instructor of rock climbing and martial arts as well as a 
rancher, miner, trail and hunting guide, survivalist and 
entrepreneur.
 He is survived by his parents, Clifford Sr. and Grace 
Dorn, sister Christine and brother Calvin Dorn, and 
numerous friends from a broad spectrum. 
 A celebration of his life is being planned and will be 
announced. He was truly a friend, teacher and mentor and 
will be missed by all whose life he touched. Whether you 
knew him for 50 years or one day, he was a man you’d 
never forget. 

Obituary
Clifford G. Dorn Jr.

 The fi shing re port gives 
Cal i for nia De part ment of 
Fish and Game (DFG) 
news on stream and lake 
stocking in the San Jacinto 
Moun tains and other mis-
 cel  la neous in for ma tion 
re lat ing to fi sh ing. 
 Lake Hemet was last 
stocked with catchable-
sized rainbow trout on 
Monday, March 29. 

Lake Hemet
 Darlene Redner at Lake 
Hemet had this report on 
fi shing:
 On Tuesday, April 13, 
Matthew and Owen Mat-
sumoto of Orange limited-
out with 3/4- to 1-pound 
fi sh. They were fi shing the 
inlets with Powerbait.
 On Apr i l  16 , Gab e 
and Jake Fisher of Poway 
pulled in seven trout fi shing 
the south side of the lake 
with roostertails, superdup-
ers and Powerbait. Nate 
Goralski of Hemet pulled 
in a limit while trolling the 
shoreline.
 On Saturday, April 17, 
Thomas Odonirk of River-
side along with four friends, 
all limited out with fish 
between 1 and 2 pounds.
 On Sunday, Meilina 
Amaral, 9, of Menifee took 

home a 2-pound trout. 
Ryan Smith of Desert Hot 
Springs took home two 
trout, one weighing in at 3 
pounds, using spoon lures 
on the south side of the 
lake.
 Water level at the dam is 
126.6 feet. Last year’s level 
was 124.5 feet.

Diamond Valley
 Jesse Dinkins at Dia-
mond Valley (DV) Res-
ervoir had this report on 
fi shing:
 Soft plastics were the 
top choice for bass fi sher-
man this week. The drop 
shot or Carolina rig were 
at the forefront of reports 
this week. Swimbait fi sher-
men were focusing on the 
dams and near the marina, 
mainly in the morning, 
while worm and jig fi sh-
erman were working the 
coves 10 to 15 feet down. 
The national Bass West 
Tournaments on April 11 
and 18 yielded some big 
weights. On April 11, Mike 
Phua and Mike Lillibridge 
won with 25.26 pounds. 
A week later, the winners,  
Dino and Joey Caporuscio, 
had 22.81 pounds. 
 Trout fishing at DVL 
has been great for some, 

but fair for most. There 
were some notable fi sh this 
week, but over all quanti-
ties were low. Kimber Mc-
Callister and Julia Miller 
caught their biggest fi sh at 
3.34 pounds fi shing from 
shore with green garlic 
bait. Nicholas Ortiz caught 
a 7.8-pound trout fi shing 
from shore with Powerbait. 
Cindy Burke of Moreno 
Valley caught a 4.57-pound 
trout fishing from shore 
with cheese bait. Edward 
and Amanda Negron of 
Imperial Beach caught their 
two biggest fi sh at 8.80 and 
6.35 pounds fi shing from 
shore with Power worms. 
Joel Shanklin of Sun City 
caught a 4.00 pound trout 
fi shing with an orange spin-
ner.    
 Striper continued to 
bite this week, but not as 
feverishly as weeks past. 
Francisco Flores of Los 
Angeles caught a 18.10-
pound striper fi shing near 
the marina with a swim 

bait. Jesse Mena of Hemet 
broke the DVL striper re-
cord this week with 33.27 
pounds. He was fishing 
near the Inlet Tower with 
a Lunker Punker.  
 Cat f i sh  are  not  the 
preferred species for an-
glers, but those targeting 
cats have done quite well. 
Mackerel, anchovies and 
shrimp are great for catfi sh. 
The wave attenuator and 
Rawson Cove are the best 
spots. 
 The panfi sh reports were 
on the rise this week with 
crappie being the staple for 
panfish anglers. The bite 
will improve as the water 
gets warmer. Rawson Cove 
and the saddle dam were 
the most reported spots. 
Mini jigs and live worms 
were the most common 
panfi sh baits
 DFG checks anglers for 
fishing licenses. See the 
Idyllwild Magazine and 
Visitor’s Guide for locations 
where licenses are sold.

 Gertrude “Trudy” Hol-
ldber of Pine Cove, passed 
away on Monday, Feb. 8, 
2010 at the age of 90. She 
was born Sept. 25, 1919 in 
West Virginia as the 13th 
of 14 children in her fam-
ily. She was the youngest 
daughter and was preceded 
in death by all her brothers 
and sisters.
 Trudy is survived by her 
two sons, Jerry and Steve 
Holldber, of Idyllwild, and 
one daughter, Brenda Stiff. 
She is also survived by three 
grandchildren, Kevin Hol-
ldber, of Idyllwild, and Kyle and Tyler Stiff.
 Trudy lived on Foster Lake Road in Pine Cove for 
over 46 years, after moving there from the Los Angeles 
area. She will be remembered by many who observed her 
walking to town several times a week, until the leukemia 
got the best of her.
 The small neighborhood she kept a close eye on will 
never be the same. She will be missed by all who knew 
her.

Obituary
Gertrude “Trudy” Holldber

A memorial has been set up in front of the future Idyllwild 
Monument on Highway 243 for Kelly Riddle who helped 
construct the large art piece. Riddle passed away from cancer 
on Thursday, April 8, 2010.       Photo by Jenny Kirchner

Fishing report

Trivia test
Mythology: What kind of creature was a griffi n?

Answer: A lion’s body with an eagle’s head, wings and claws

Jesse Mena of Hemet broke the Diamond Valley Lake striper 
record this week with this 33.27-pound fi sh.

Photo courtesy of Jesse Dinkins

Trout fi shing at Diamond Valley Lake has been great for some, 
but fair for most. Last week, Kimber McCallister and Julia 
Miller caught their biggest fi sh, a 3.34-pound trout.

Photo courtesy of Jesse Dinkins
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 The IDYLLWILD TOWN 
CRIER (USPS 635260) is pub-
lished weekly for $29 per year 
in county and $33 per year out 
of county by the IDYLLWILD 
TOWN CRIER, P.O. Box 157, 
54295 Vil lage Center Dr., 
Idyllwild, CA 92549. Periodical 
postage paid at Idyllwild, CA. 
Send subscription and change 
of address requests to the 
above address. Please allow up 
to two weeks for requests to 
take effect.

POSTMASTER:
 Send address changes to 
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER, P.O. 
Box 157, Idyllwild, CA 92549.
 All contents of the Idyllwild 
Town Crier are copyrighted by 
the Idyllwild Town Crier. Per 
copy, 75 cents (tax included). 
Single mailing of newspaper, 
$2.50.
This newspaper is printed 

on recycled paper.

How to get 
a letter pub lished

 The Town Cri er wel comes letters re fl ect ing all 
opin ions. Letters should be con cise and to the point. 
They should be no long er than 400 words. Let ters must 
be type writ ten, dou ble-spaced and in up per/low er 
case (not in all caps). Let ters must be signed (unless 
e-mailed) and must be iden ti fi ed with the writ er’s 
name, ad dress and weekday phone num ber. 
 Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be ac-
 cept ed. Letters of thanks are not ac cept ed. A special 
ad ver tis ing rate is avail able for thank-you letters. 
Political letters cost 10 cents per word.  
 We reserve the right to reject or edit let ters for 
length, taste, clar i ty or fre quen cy of sub mis sion. Let-
ters do not necessarily refl ect the opinions of Town 
Crier staff. Letters may be sub mit ted in person, by 
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.
com).  

Editorials, letters to the editor, guest editorials and car-
toons refl ect the opinions of the authors and not neces-
sarily the Town Crier or Tindle Publications.

Readers 
write

In defense of 
the driver
Editor:
 This is in reply to Ron 
Romero who wrote ‘Road 
rage on Hwy 74’ which 
appeared in the April 15th 
issue. 
 I have a few questions 
for you. Was there any good 
reason why your wife could 
not pull over in one of 
the many marked turnouts 
which are intended for that 
exact purpose? 
 The driver of the truck 
lawfully alerted her, with 
his fl ashing headlights, that 
he was not happy driving 
her speed and would like 
her to “please” pull over 
for him to pass. You don’t 
know that he didn’t have 
an emergency and needed 
to get down the mountain 
faster then your family was 
going to get there.
 Any driver with a Cali-
fornia Drivers license should 
know that this is the sign 
that a driver wishes to pass 
you. It is, after all, written 
in black and white in the 
California Driver’s Manual. 
Wouldn’t that have been the 
easiest and most considerate 
thing to do? It Is The Law!  
It certainly would have saved 
your family the drama you 
went through. 
 I just don’t understand 
why inconsiderate people 
like you have no idea how 
angry it makes someone 
forced to drive the speed 
you choose to drive. Who 
are you to dictate the proper 
speed for others? 
 Although what the driver 
of the truck did to remedy 
the situation was dangerous 
and inappropriate, I can 
certainly understand his 
frustration.
 How many times do you 
have to pass the many signs 
up and down Highways 74 
and 243 that state slower 
traffi c should use turnouts 
to allow faster traffi c to pass, 
before you actually grasp 
their meaning?
 And you used to live up 
here? That tells me that you 
don’t think about anyone 
else on the road but yourself. 
I don’t feel sorry for your 
family whatsoever. 
 In my opinion your 
wife caused the problem 
by not pulling over to let the 
truck pass in the fi rst place. 
Have you stopped to think

See Letter, page 27

Mr. Funny Guy               by Chris Fisher

Initial thoughts
Another CSA 36 opinion …

 The Town Crier is devoting considerable space 
to the commotion over management of the Hill’s 
recreation activities. On page one, we start with 
Monday’s public meeting to hear the Idyllwild 
Community Recreation Council (ICRC) vision 
for a recreation program.
 ICRC is a contractor, paid to deliver recreation 

to Idyllwild. So it was interesting to observe some members 
attempt to hijack CSA’s announced agenda. Despite a colleague’s 
opposition, Director Dawn Sonnier reversed her silence and 
shared the ICRC ideas with the gathering.
 The article on the Thursday, April 15 regular CSA 36 meet-
ing is on page 14. This meeting lasted nearly four hour. A few 
stalwarts remained to the end, including ICRC Director Linda 
McCaughin.
 Also, on page 12 we are publishing CSA 36 Chairperson 
Holly Maag’s letter to Supervisor Jeff Stone with the Advisory 
Committee’s thoughts and recommendations.
 But it is the public session, attended by more than 70 local 
residents and the feverish activity leading up to the meeting 
that I wish to address. The confusion over its purpose fueled 
the meeting’s sluggish pace. 
 Let’s start with money. Several people suggested the county 
envies the parsimonious nature of Hill residents. CSA 36 has 
accumulated a reserve balance of nearly $311,000. Some implied 
or hinted the county might be trying to access this money for 
its own purposes. 
 Idyllwild property owners have imposed an annual $35 
parcel fee to fi nance CSA 36’s recreation and street light re-
sponsibilities. This fee is not the sole revenue source for CSA 
36. There are revenues from recreation programs, but nearly 40 
percent of CSA 36’s annual funding comes from the generosity 
of other county residents.
 Since 2002, the rest of the county has contributed more 
than $525,000 to the Hill’s recreation activities. These funds 
come from the ad valorum property tax. Without these funds, 
CSA 36 would have zero reserves and $200,000 less for opera-
tions. 
 Instead of spending $190,000 (exclusive of our own pro-
gram fees), largely for staff salaries, CSA 36 would only have 
$125,000 each year. 
 So in that spirit, what did the author of the fl ier mean with 
the phrase, “Save Town Hall”? How is it threatened? Not by the 
county; title to the building belongs to the Idyllwild Chamber 
of Commerce, not CSA 36 or ICRC. If it is threatened, it’s 
because the current owners and users have put very little into 
its maintenance. 
 There is good reason for the frugal investment in this 64-
year-old building. We all assume a new community center will 
be built shortly and will replace this historic building.
 You might better ask, what will the Chamber do if it has 
no more operating funds? I think Town Hall is safe and will 
remain in the community’s possession for many years.
 What about the statement “Well the county of Riverside 
wants to take these programs and the decisions made about 
them out of the hands of ICRC and govern Idy’s recreation 
through the county.”
 The fact is ICRC is only a contractor. Just as you might hire 
someone to abate your property, CSA 36 and Riverside County 
hired ICRC to operate the local recreation programs.
 ICRC doesn’t govern local recreation, it simply implements 
it. All the folderol that youth and adult sports, summer camp, 
preschool and others will be gone is false. These programs existed 
for decades before ICRC and will continue as long as there 
are volunteers who want to coach and help our children.
 The county has not denied any reimbursements for children’s 
expenses. What has caused friction are the reimbursement 
requests without any vouchers and the expectation that public 
funds would pay for private meals and personal purchases. 
These have been addressed and corrected, but they are not 
minor bookkeeping mistakes.
 The issue, which the CSA 36 Advisory Committee and the 
County have with ICRC, is its ability to competently manage 
and fulfi ll its contract commitments.

J.P., Ed i tor

 The Town Crier is devoting considerable space 
to the commotion over management of the Hill’s 
recreation activities. On page one, we start with 
Monday’s public meeting to hear the Idyllwild 
Community Recreation Council (ICRC) vision 
for a recreation program.
 ICRC is a contractor, paid to deliver recreation 

A couple of announcements:
Wildfl ower photographs
 We are inviting all readers, not skimmers, to submit your 
photographs of wildfl owers, not those tamed, garden variety 
fl owers. Submit a digital photo or bring in a photo, which 
we may scan, by May 17. In the May 20 issue, we’ll do a 
wildfl ower spread. 
 But you must try to identify the fl ower. If you can’t we 
will ask the Garden Club to help, but points will be lost.

HELP Center
 Supervisor Jeff Stone and Lori Stone personally invited The 
HELP Center to be a vendor at the Race for Humanity and 
be a recipient of food from the Food Drive for Humanity.  
 The race is from 6:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Saturday, April 24 
at the Mt. San Jacinto Campus in Menifee. There will be 
an Expo/Kids Zone with food booths, face painting, games, 
balloon sculptures, bouncers.
 You can help the HELP Center by entering one of the 
races: 10K Run Adult, 10K Run — Youth (under 17) or 
Senior (over 60), 5K Run/Walk, 5K Run — Youth (under 
17) or Senior (over 60), 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk, 1 Mile Fun 
Run/Walk — Youth (under 17) or Senior (over 60) or Virtual 
Runner.
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FROM THE ASSOCIATES OF 
IDYLLWILD ARTS FOUNDATION

*****
THANK YOU, BARNABY FINCH 

AND FRIENDS!

*****

THE SATURDAY NIGHT CONCERT 
WAS TERRIFIC!

IT GETS BETTER EVERY YEAR!

YOU ARE ALL WONDERFUL 
TO HELP US IN RAISING 
SCHOLARSHIP MONEY FOR 

IDYLLWILD ARTS!!

Idyllwild
          Community 
           Acupuncture 

(951) 659-2500
54445 N. Circle Drive

P.O. Box 1985
Idyllwild, CA 92549

Kristin Ethier
L.Ac., Dipl. OM
idyllwildcommunityacupuncture.com

Providing affordable 
care for the health 
of our community

Youth talk 
by Jenny Kirchner, Staff Photographer

It’s supposed to snow this week, what 
would you do if you had a snow day?

Jannelys Santiago, 7
Grade 2

“I’d play in the snow and 
make a snowman and snow 

angels.”

Lux Skibel, 7
Grade 1

“I would sleep all day if it 
wasn’t a school day.”

Chayton Kenyon, 7
Grade 2

“I would go sledding and 
have a snow ball fi ght with 

my dad.”

Emily Hill, 8
Grade 2

“I would go sledding.”
Christopher and The Owl…

A sea of golden grasses moves in balletic 
sync with the summer breeze. A red-tailed 
hawk gracefully rides the thermals created 
by the warm air that rises from the Earth as 
it heats up. Then the hawk, a mean killing 
machine, swoops down and uses his powerful beak and 
claws to quickly and mercifully kill his prey for lunch. 
 Christopher, a beautiful, intelligent and focused 7-year 
old, is aware of whatever the moment holds and, at this 
moment, he is walking to the creek in the golden grassed 
hills behind his home in Southern California. His mind 
is as active as the fl ying insects that buzz and chirp while 
they continuously perform intricate maneuvers around 
him as they search the air and ground for food. As he 
explores and experiences his universe, he is fi lled with a 
sense of wonder and awe for the synergy of it all and his 
connection to the Earth. The undulating grasses, the fl uffy 
marshmallow clouds. The one-pointedness of the fl ying 
insects in their never-ending search for sustenance.
 Christopher walks mindfully toward the creek under 
the brilliant and hot California sun relentlessly beating 
down overhead.
            Swoosh! The hawk pierces
            A cloud in the azure sky
            Shrieking Keeer-r-.
  Christopher admires the hawk’s purpose, simplicity, 
complexity and beauty.
  In the fl ickering sun, feathers move in a hole in the 
creek bank and catch Christopher’s attention. What is 
it? He takes his tennis shoes off so that he can get a 
toehold on the bank, mostly clay slick from rivulets of 
spring water and nasty with bird feces. Christopher’s ef-
fort to reach the feathers catch the attention of a very 
large burrowing owl. The owl is a beautiful specimen of 
his kind, also intelligent and focused. 
 Christopher sees the owl and knows that he has to 
catch him. The owl knows with equal certainty that he 
has to thwart Christopher’s efforts. So, the owl stands 
his ground on the bank to protect his nest. Christopher 
is slipping and sliding, but making progress in his clear-
minded effort to get a hold of the owl. 

See Directions, page 27

10 Directions
By Shirley Schraff

Students of the week

Idyllwild School Principal Matt Kraemer’s students of the week 
(from left) are Zora Schoner and Natalie Quintero. Speech 
Pathologist Maureen McElligott chose the students for working 
hard on their speech goals.  Photo by Jenny Kirchner

Strange but true
 William Howard Taft, the 18th president of the 

United States, was a large man. Quite a large man. 

In fact, he was so large that his 300-pound bulk 

got stuck in a White House bathtub, and he had to 

summon help to extricate himself.

At the April 14 meeting, Rotarian Allan Morphett inducts 
Rotary members into the Paul Harris Foundation. From 
left, Bo Bottomly, Bill Gallagher, Reba Coulter, Kathy 
Duncan, Trischa Clark and Rick Foster. Not shown is 
Danny Richardson.                       Photo by Steve Espinosa

On April 14, Rotarian Doug Austin welcomes Dan Slattery 
as a new member of the Idyllwild Rotary. 

Photo by Steve Espinosa
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Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals
Quality Cabins • Creekside • Fireplaces • Pet Friendly
26345 Delano Dr.•www.quietcreekinn.com•800-450-6110

Alhatti Private Christian Resort
A private Christian setting • Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2066 • www.alhatti.com

Edelweiss Lodge • www.1cabin4u.com
Romantic cabins • Kitchens • Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

The Bluebird Cottage Inn
on 3 ac. • www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com • Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2696

Check out our Lodging Directory 
Web site at www.towncrier.com

Lodging
Directory of Idyll wild

The Fireside Inn & Cabins • Fireplaces,     
TV/DVD players, pets welcome • 1-877-797-3473 
54540 North Circle Dr. • www.thefi reside-inn.com

Friends of Bill W. Mountain Retreats
Two fully equipped homes, no smoking/drugs, in town. 
Monthly $1,200, (951) 659-5456; sobersocal49@hotmail.com

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fel low ship
 Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer. 

Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 9:30am plus Weekly 
Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038. On Hwy 243 at Idyllwild 

Pines Camp, directly across from Idyllwild School.

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school, 

10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m. 
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to 

the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

Community Presbyterian Church

Idyllwild Bible Church
25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott. 
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship. 
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m. 

Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.

Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday 
Call Church Offi ce for Information. 659-4775

Shiloh Christian Ministries
~ FULL GOSPEL ~

2 
Ser

vi
ce

s

Spiritual Living Center

Churches and Spiritual 
Centers Directory  

of Idyllwild

54400 N. Circle Dr.  659-2935 • Rev. Richard Olson
Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.

Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~ 
Child care available • Wednesday: Men's Breakfast – 6:15 a.m.

Queen of Angels Roman Cath o lic Church
54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA

Father Charles E. Miller
Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.; 
Sat. 5 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.; 

Confession: Sat. 4:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

Idyllwild Religious Science
54423 Village Center Dr., Ste. 5 on lower fl oor. 659-3464.

Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday ser vice, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.; 

Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays.

54968 Upper Pine Crest
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416

Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm
International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild

First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561

Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi.

SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch.  Meditation 

instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info.   www.zmc.org

By Marshall Smith  
Staff Reporter

 At its Friday, April 16 
meeting, directors of the 
Fern Valley Water District 
(FVWD) received a report 
from General Manager Steve 
Erler indicating that in the 
third quarter of the fiscal 
year, FVWD is on budget, 
at 71 percent of operational 
budget. The largest portion 
of district expenditures is 
for salaries and employee 
benefits, general insurance 
and worker’s compensa-
tion insurance. Compara-
bly, other operational and 
maintenance expenses are 
relatively small. 
 Production and demand, 
as in other Hill districts, is 
down owing to home fore-
closures and fewer people 
visiting or using their part-
time residences. Average 
demand in 2010 is 63 gallons 
per minute, compared to 79 
in 2007.
 According to Erler, the 
district is concentrating at 

FVWD 
on budget 

this point on rehabbing Well 
number 1 and replacing 
pipes where needed in the 
district. The district repaired 
a 2 GPM leak on John Muir 
Road, but otherwise there 
were no reported water loss-
es.
 Erler noted that Darwin 
Design is painting a mu-
ral on the district office 
propane tank exemplifying 
where district water comes 
from and reminding district 
customers to conserve water 
resources.
 Erler also noted static well 
levels remain one to four feet 
higher compared to the same 
time period last year owing 
to decent precipitation.
 Tank 6 was isolated and 
emptied into the distribution 
system in order to facilitate 
repairs to the piping system. 
New chlorine monitoring 
equipment was installed on 
Tank 11. The district cur-
rently has 12 active wells.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 Pine Cove Water Dis-
trict (PCWD) production 
is down dramatically in 
March 2010 compared to 
March 2009, 2,210,320 gal-
lons compared to 3,190,490 
gallons in 2009, owing to 
home foreclosures and the 
economic downturn in gen-
eral, according to General 
Manager Jerry Holldber’s 
report
 Holldber reported on the 
budget — that at 73 percent 
in the third quarter, “We’re 
pretty close to last year. The 
question will be how much 
property taxes we’ll have 
coming in.”
 In making his operations 
report, Holldber noted a 12-
percent water loss. PCWD 
billed for 8,436,240 gallons 
but accounted for only 
7,421,273 gallons. “I can’t 
explain that,” he said to the 
board. “Nothing jumps out. 
I think the losses probably 
have to do with meters. Peo-
ple in Pine Cove are very 
conscientious in reporting 
leaks. A few years ago we 
replace 700 out of  800 

PCWD water 
production 

down 
meters. If a meter is run-
ning slow, we’ll lose money 
over time.” Concluding he 
added, “It pays to replace 
meters more often.”
 Holldber also told the 
board that Southern Cali-
fornia Edison would come 
up to test for well effi-
ciency on both wells and 
boosters, at no cost to the 
district. “It’s a free service 
to customers with agricul-
tural rates — our rates are 
agricultural.”
 Board President Tom 
McCullough observed, “I 
assume you’ll use that in-
formation to replace what 
is not effi cient?” Holldber 
said he would.
 Hollber reported that he 
had applied for a summer 
intern through the feder-
ally funded and county ad-
ministered Summer Work 
Experience Program that 
provides an employee age 
14 to 24 at no cost to the 
employer. The county pays 
an $8.00/hour salary as well 
as workman’s compensa-
tion insurance.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.
 

Riverside County’s Offi ce of Emergency Services offered another 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training ses-
sion. This one was in Banning on April 16, 17and18. Instructor 
Gina McGough  (left) hugs standout  student Nancy Borchers. 
Other Pine Cove residents preparing for potential emergencies 
included (from left) Sallie Warwick, Annamarie Padula and 
Lynette Matthews. In the back row are Shawn Denham, Bill 
Castillo and Michael Highfi eld of Astro Camp.

Photo courtesy of Nancy Borchers

Favorite recipes sought for cookbook
 The Spruce Moose is creating a cookbook and is seeking 
locals’ favorite recipes to include in it. Up to three recipes may 
be submitted in writing to the shop, by mail to P.O. Box 1820, 
Idyllwild, CA 92549 or by e-mail to SpruceMooseGifts@msn.
com. Deadline for submission is April 30. Once printed, $1 
from the sale of each cookbook will be donated to the Idyllwild 
HELP Center’s Food Bank. Subscribe! Call 659-2145 or e-mail James@towncrier.com
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COME AND JOIN THE FUN AT THE

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 The Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict (IWD) held a spe-
cial meeting Tuesday, April 
13, to authorize a public 
hearing to discuss raising 
water rates and other fees. 
The intent was to schedule 
the hearing concurrently 
with IWD’s May 18 regular 
meeting; however, the board 
learned that Proposition 218 
required a longer notice pe-
riod.
 Consequently, at the Tues-
day, April 20 meeting, the 
board planned to schedule 
the public hearing for the 
June 15 regular meeting. The 
meeting was held Tuesday 
evening after the Town Crier 
went to the printer.
 Regardless of the hearing’s 
date, the board will be con-
sidering raising water rates 
six percent for next year and 
perhaps each of the next few 
years.
 “We are going to put to-
gether the multi-year discus-
sion of the rates,” said IWD 
President Allan Morphett. 
“In this economy it is not 
popular. Having said that, 
it’s our duty and responsi-
bility to act as stewards of 

Idyllwild water 
reviewing rate 

increase
the water and the district’s 
assets.”
 IWD’s General Manager 
Terry Lyons and Auditor/
controller, Jim Ludy, pro-
vided the board with an in-
depth analysis of the district’s 
financial performance over 
the past decade and the 
expected funding needed for 
the next five years.
 Without any rate in-
crease, Ludy projected the 
district’s operating losses 
would nearly triple and ap-
proach $700,000, compared 
to $236,000 last year.
 The draft proposal ana-
lyzed a 10-percent increase 
for next year followed by 
four years of 5-percent in-
creases. Base rates would 
increase 10 percent at all 
levels, while the usage rates 
would increase only for the 
third and fourth tiers which 
begin with consumption of 
more than 500 gallons in the 
month.
 Combined (water and 
sewer) operating revenues 
(exclusive of the district’s 
share of county property 
taxes) were $970,000 in fiscal 
year 2000-2001. Ten years 
later, 2009-2010 (this fiscal 
year), the combination is

See IWD, page 27

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 Only 13  Hill employers 
have expressed interest in 
a free summer intern. As 
of  Friday, April 16, that is 
the number of employers 
who would hire and use a 
summer intern (Riverside 
County Summer Work Ex-
perience Program – SWEP) 
paid at $8/hour, with salary 
and worker’s compensation 
insurance funded through 
federal stimulus dollars.
 The county administers 
the federal stimulus dollars 

Few employers request free interns
interviews the intern appli-
cants and does a background 
check on them.
 As many as 20 positions 
may be available to Idyllwild 
employers. The youth hired 
would be from the Idyllwild 
area. Last year, two local youth 
received employment but had 
to drive to Hemet each day. 
This will be the first time 
the program is available in 
Idyllwild, thanks in large part 
to County Service Area Op-
erations Manager Bill Brown, 
who brought the availability 
to local merchants.
 SWEP aims to bolster the 

work readiness skills of youth 
from lower income families 
or lower income emancipated 
youth by introducing them 
to opportunities in multiple 
career pathways. They are 
trained in job interviewing 
skills and job performance 
accountability prior to be-
ing assigned to local em-
ployers. The county agency 
that conducts the interviews, 
California Family Life Center, 
interviews both business and 
job applicant to make the best 
match. 
 The program serves both 
in-school and out-of-school 

youth during the period from 
April 1 through October 31, 
2010. Youth 17 through 25 
constitute one of the largest 
out-of-work demographics in 
current unemployment statis-
tics, given that they now com-
pete with experienced older 
workers for what were once 
seen as entry-level jobs.
 Interested Idyllwild em-
ployers should contact Bill 
Brown at (951) 955-3212 or 
(800) 984-1000, or by e-mail 
at bbrown@rivcoeda.org. 
 Marshall Smith can be 
reached at marshall@towncrier.
com.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 A Lake Hemet Municipal 
Water District (LHMWD) 
decision to change cus-
tomer billing frequency 
from bimonthly (every two 
months) to monthly has 
caused upset to district cus-
tomers. Effective in March 
2010, the change means 
that water users will have 
to pay the delivery charge, 
the Eastern Municipal Wa-
ter District (EMWD) sewer 
charge (in parts of the dis-
trict where applicable), and 
the LHMWD sewer charge 
every month instead of 
every two months.
 In a tough economic 
climate, that decision presses 

Billing change 
steams customers

hard on water users already 
strapped in a home foreclo-
sure and high unemploy-
ment environment.
 Also changed is a deci-
sion not to send out work-
ers to post 48-hour shutoff 
warnings for customers de-
linquent in their bills. That 
has resulted in more meter 
shutoffs according to Lee 
Ann Markham, the district’s 
supervisor of administra-
tion. 
 Once a meter is shut off 
it costs $70 to reconnect it 
plus a $150 credit deposit.
 LHMWD serves part of 
Hemet, east Hemet, Valle 
Vista and Garner Valley.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 The Idyllwild Business 
Roundtable (IBRT) hosted 
representatives from both the 
Palm Springs Desert Resort 
Communities Convention 
and Visitors Authority (CVA) 
and Celebrity Tours at its 
Thursday, April 15 meeting. 
Twenty Idyllwild businesses 
recently joined the CVA and 
Celebrity Tours is beginning 

IBRT hosts desert tourism reps
to organize regular tour 
bus trips from the desert to 
Idyllwild.
 With CVA membership, 
Idyllwild businesses will be 
promoted as a tourist desti-
nation not only in the desert, 
but statewide and interna-
tionally, as part of CVA’s 
broad marketing outreach. 
“We’ll be selling Idyllwild as 
an alternative to the desert 
floor,” said Jonny Westom, 
CVA director of sales promo-

tions and member develop-
ment. CVA has offices in 
the United Kingdom and 
Germany as part of its in-
ternational marketing effort. 
On Thursday, April 29, IBRT 
members will attend a CVA 
“Meet and Greet” in the 
desert, with a webinar and 
lunch to better understand 
promotional opportunities 
CVA offers for Idyllwild 
businesses. Starting in June, 
Idyllwild will be regularly 

featured in the Palm Springs 
Life Desert Guide.
 Tim Bannister, president 
of Celebrity Tours, expects 
to begin bringing desert 
tourists to Idyllwild the end 
of May. He will also provide 
service, on a sign-up basis, 
to take Idyllwild residents 
to other destinations includ-
ing Palms Springs Thursday 
night Village Fest, the Tem-
ecula Wine Country, San

See IBRT, page 27
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Call Shane Fender at the 
Town Crier for more info.

(951) 659-2145

Pay just 
$50/mo. 
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By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 June 8 will be mega-
primary day. Vacation time 
may be needed just to com-
plete the ballot. Those of 
you who receive mail-in 
ballots will have a large 
advantage over those who 
go to the polls. 
 For example, the offi ce 
of governor is one of the 
many elected offices for 
which various parities will 
use the June 8 primary 
to choose their November 

June 8, mark it, primary day
candidate.
 Now many of the politi-
cal savvy or dedicated tele-
vision afi cionados already 
know that Meg Whitman 
and Steve Poizner are bat-
tling for the Republican 
gubernatorial nomination.
 So what’s your opinion 
of Bill Chambers, Douglas 
Hughes, Ken Miller, Law-
rence Naritelli, Robert New-
man II and David Tully-
Smith? These seven Repub-
lican candidates are hoping 
Poizner and Whitman split 
the multi-millionaire vote 

and party members will 
turn to them.
 Perhaps dedicated Re-
publicans wil l  have to 
spend some pre-“X”ing 
time before entering the 
sacred voting booth or have 
a Big Mac while doing the 
“citizen thing” over lunch.
 Don’t start envying the 
Democrats. Edmund G. 
“Jerry” Brown is only one 
of seven Democratic can-
didates for governor. 
 Besides the Democrats 
and Republicans, Califor-
nians can considering vot-
ing in the American Inde-
pendent Party, the Green or 
the Peace and Freedom pri-
maries. The fi rst two races 
have two candidates each, 
but the bickering Peace and 
Freedom crew can choose 
from three candidates.
 In total, a full baseball 
team, 25 candidates, have 
carefully flung their hats 
into the ring. 
 In Riverside County we 

will also vote in the Board 
of Equalization primary. 
Currently the third district, 
in which we reside, has six 
candidates. Two are fi ghting 
for the Republican nomina-
tion. No one is seeking the 
Green Party’s nomination 
for this offi ce.
 In Riverside County 

there are several state sen-
ate and assembly seats up 
for election. On the Hill 
we will vote for SD 37 and 
AD 64. In the Assembly 
seat contest, Jeffrey Tahir 
is challenging incumbent 
Brian Nestande in the Re-
publican primary and Jose 
Medina is unopposed in the 

Democratic primary.
 The State Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction 
is a nonpartisan offi ce, but 
12 people qualifi ed for the 
ballot, excluding incumbent 
Jack O’Connell who has 
served the maximum eight 
years.

See Primary, page 27

Summary of the other statewide primary races:
Offi ce # of Candidates # of parties with more than 2 candidates

State Offi ce
Lt. Governor 13 2  Dem (3) and Rep (6)
Secretary of State 7  1 Rep (2)
Controller 8  2 Rep (2) and Am Indep (2)
Treasurer 6  0
Attorney General 14 2 Dem (7) and Rep (3)
Insurance Commissoner 8  2 Dem (2) and Rep (2)

Federal offi ces
U.S. Senator 14  Dem (3), Rep (5) and Am Indep (3)
U.S. Rep CA-45 4  1 Rep (2)

 Important deadlines for June 8 election
· May 10: Early voting begins for June 8 election at 

the Registrar of Voters.
· May 24: Close of registration for June 8 primary 

election. 
· June 1: Last day to request a vote-by-mail ballot 

for the June 8 election. 
· June 8: Primary election.

Justin Blake, Democrat.Dr. Bill Emmerson, Re-
publican; current California 
Assemblyman (AD 63) 

Matt Monica American In-
dependent 

SD 37
Continued from page 1

as it did in April, Emmer-
son will likely win big. His 
fund-raising machine and 
edge dwarf whatever Blake or 
Monica could mount in the 
less than two months before 
the election.
 Blake is realistic about 
his chances. “Democrats got 
30 percent of the vote [on 
April 13] where most of the 
interest was in the Republican 
contest,” said Blake. “That’s 
not a bad place to start. 
Three out of four votes cast 
were registered Republicans.” 
Blake also notes the less than 
4 percent edge of Republican 
over Democratic registration 
in the district. “For me, it will 
be about getting out the vote,” 
he said. “You can never out-
raise a Republican.” By his 
campaign’s analysis, Emmer-
son spent $36 a vote [votes 
obtained as a percentage of 
money spent] to Blake’s $2 
a vote. 
 Blake just returned from 
three days at the state Demo-
cratic Convention in Los An-
geles. “My endorsement from 
the party was formalized on 
the convention fl oor by all 
state delegates,” he said. “But 
for me, this will be a grass-
roots campaign even though 
my fundraising will be signifi -
cantly improved going into 
June and I’ll get some funds 

from traditional Democratic 
groups. I think in this election 
year, the issues I’ll run on 
are important to the public. 
Democratic principles have 
historically always ended re-
cessions.” Blake will campaign 
on prioritizing green energy 
business importation into 
the district and improving 
education funding to grow 
a 21st-century workforce. 
 Only Blake and Bogh 
campaigned in Idyllwild prior 
to the April vote. Blake came 
in third in Pine Cove (Em-
merson 47, Bogh 40, Blake 
30) and second in Idyllwild 
(Emmerson 176, Blake 96, 
Bogh 74. Democrat Anna 
Nevenic got 39 votes, rais-
ing the Democratic total in 
Idyllwild to 135).
 Monica, who garnered 
4,195 votes, or 4.39 percent, 
has a long road to even be 
competitive. He plans to 

knock on doors. He plans 
to be in Idyllwild this week-
end to go door to door 
at local businesses. Monica 
campaigns on cutting back 
the California Legislature to 
part-time and privatizing all 
or part of the prison system. 
He is the longest serving 
board member of any of 
the three valley school dis-
tricts. “Twenty-four years,” 
notes Monica. I got 34,000 

votes last time and generally 
bested my nearest opponent 
by 9,000 to 10,000 votes.”
 Front-runner Emmerson 
plans no retooling of his mes-
sage. “Government reform, 
improving the economy, low-
ering unemployment levels, 
and providing incentives to 
bring new businesses into 
California are the themes I 
will run on,” said Emmerson 
in interview. Emmerson is 

also a strong proponent of 
improving transportation 
infrastructure in the Inland 
Empire. He is not opposed 
to debating his opponents in 
principle, but noted that none 
have yet been scheduled. 
 Emmerson expressed 
strong support for the water 
bond on the November bal-

lot, “The Safe, Clean, and Re-
liable Drinking Water Supply 
Act.” “The water bond is the 
most important thing to me,” 
said Emmerson. “We can’t 
allow the Salton Sea to fail, 
or the agricultural interests 
in and around Indio.”
 E-mail Marshall Smith at 
marshall@towncrier.com.


