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Members of the Hill fire agencies met with residents last week to discuss the new fire season.
The Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council organized the session at Idyllwild School.
Fromleft, ChrisFogle, U.S. Forest Service battalion chief; Kevin Turner, CalFire forester;
Dan Felix, fire chief for the San Jacinto Ranger District; and CalFire Capt. Matt Barr.
Photo by J.P. Crumrine

“The Odd Couple”
visits ldyliwild

By J.P. Crumrine

Editor
he “Odd Couple,” a
T 1965 Neil Simon play,
makes its Idyllwild
debut, with an Idyllwild cast,
Friday, May 28. The produc-
tion will continue through
the weekend, the last perfor-
mance will be Sunday, May
30. The stage program will
be combined with a dinner,
a la dinner theater, for $30
and all proceeds benefit the
Idyllwild HELP Center.
Recognizing the HELP
Center’s value and contri-
bution to the town, Conor
O’Farrell, the director and
professional thespian, sug-
gested to Kathy Halkin,
president of the Idyllwild
HELP Center’s board of

directors, that he would like
to produce a theater event to
benefit the HELP Center.

“People call the church
all the time and we refer
them to the HELP Center,”
he observed. “Their need is
money to help people with
needs such as food, utility
bills, medical emergencies
and other problems.

“It’s a fund-raiser for an
organization that is always
giving something to people,
here,” he said. “With a meal
and some comedy, | felt you
would get something for
your money.”

The play is about two
mismatched roommates
— Felix Ungar and Oscar
Madison. The former is an
obsessive neatnik and the
latter, a casual and relaxed

writer whose priority for
cleanliness comes after al-
most everything else in his
life.

O’Farrell recruited the
entire cast, composed of
local residents. Vic Sirkin
plays Madison and Lou
Bacher is Ungar. The other
members include Pete Cap-
parelli, Jim Crandall, Phil
Drell and Frank Ferro as the
poker playing buddies. Sandi
Castleberry and Halkin por-
tray the Pigeon sisters

Working with nonprofes-
sional actors was a challenge
for O’Farrell, but he is proud
of the results and confident
this is the right group of
people. Excited to be part of
the production, Bacher still
expressed surprise at what

See Odd Couple, page 21

Fire officials say

“Ready,

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

Set

evening, May 20 discussing the 2010 fire season

L ocal fire officials spent two hours Thursday

with local residents. The Mountain Communi-
ties Fire Safe Council (FSC) organized and sponsored
the evening which included the chiefs of the three
fire organizations operating on the Hill as well as
several other speakers with intimate knowledge on
what local property owners can do to improve the
protection of their residences and families.

“People are here because you care,” began Riverside
County fire Chief John Hawkins, who also heads the
CalFire Riverside unit. “Deliver our messages to the
town folk and community, it’s better delivered by

you.”

Hawkins’ message was “We and us, not | and me.”

See FSC, page 11

Temecula BID
reps come to
Idyllwild

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter
vention and Visi-

I tors Bureau Presi-

dent Kimberly Adams and
Chairman Dennis Ferguson
counseled local business
leaders on the challenges
and opportunities in form-
ing a business improvement
district (BID), at the Caine
Learning Center on Wednes-
day, May 19.

What the Temecula direc-
tors made clear is why so
many tourist destinations
are adopting the BID model
— money from cities and
counties for assisting tour-

emecula Valley Con-

ism marketing is drying
up. Ferguson highlighted
that six years ago business
owners in Temecula were
facing the same quandaries
as are Idyllwild owners now,
albeit with a somewhat
better economy. Temecula
owners were struggling to
manage their businesses and
find the time and money to
design and create effective
marketing campaigns that
would keep them in busi-
ness. Businesses functioned
as separate marketing enti-
ties instead of having a
coordinated branding and

marketing campaign.
Ferguson said the BID
See Bid, page 31
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News of record

Fire log

Hill fire stations respond-
ed to the following calls,
Monday to Sunday, May 17
to 24:

Idyllwild Fire Department
and Ambulance

May 17 — Two walk-in
medical aids.

May 17 — Medical aid,
Highway 243, Idyllwild.

May 17 — Power line
down, Deerfoot Lane,
Idyllwild.

May 17 — Steam, vapor,
fog or dust thought to be
smoke, Highway 243 at Mar-
ian View Drive, Idyllwild.

May 18 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

May 18 — Medical aid,
Highway 243, Idyllwild.

May 19 — Medical aid,
Hemstreet Place, Idyllwild.

May 22 — Medical
aid, North Circle Drive,
Idyllwild.

May 22 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

May 22 — Medical
aid, Marian View Drive,
Idyllwild.

May 23 — Medical
aid, Highway 243 at Deer
Springs Trail, 1dyllwild.

Riverside County Fire,
Pine Cove

May 17 — Commercial
vehicle fire.

May 18 — Medical aid,

chest pains.

May 20 — Wildland
fire.

May 21 — Medical aid,
traffic collision.

May 23 — Medical aid,
person down.

May 23 — Medical aid,
traffic collision.

Riverside County Fire,
Garner Valley

May 17 — Vehicle fire,
Highway 243, Idyllwild.

May 18 — Structure fire,
58000 block of Remy Lane,
Anza.

May 20 — Traffic colli-
sion, 58000 block of Ramsey
Road, Anza.

May 21 — Traffic colli-
sion, 53000 block of High-
way 74, Garner Valley.

Riverside County Fire,
Pinyon
Log unavailable.

Riverside County Fire,
Anza

May 17 — Medical aid,
Contreras Road and Valley
View Lane, Anza.

May 18 — Residen-
tial structure fire, Remy
Lane and Terwilliger Road,
Anza.

May 19 — Medical aid,
Yucca Valley and Spanish
Dagger roads, Anza.

May 20 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

RMRU finds
scout leader

By J.P.Crumrine
Editor

An Orange County Boy
Scout leader injured his leg
Sunday and needed the assis-
tance of the Riverside Moun-
tain Rescue Unit (RMRU) to
get off the mountain.

The scouts were in the
upper Deer Springs drain-
age, miles from the highway,
when the leader was injured.
The troop, with another adult
leader, hiked out Sunday, and
contacted the Sheriff’s office
and RMRU, according to local
member Lee Arnson.

“It took nearly 20 hours
to locate him and the leader
who stayed with him,” Arnson

said.

Arnson and Will Carlson
took the tram to the top
of the mountain Sunday
evening, camped and began
searching for the pair about
6:30 a.m., Monday morning.

After finding the two, the
RMRU rescuers called for a
helicopter to airlift the man
out and to medical assis-
tance.

Arnson confirmed that
Sunday night’s temperatures
and weather impeded a quick
search and rescue effort. The
scout leaders had a tent and
plenty of bundling to stay
warm, he said.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.com.

May 20 — Traffic colli-
sion, Highway 371 and Cary
Road, Anza.

May 21 — Medical aid,
Ramsey and Terwilliger
roads, Anza.

May 22 — Traffic col-
lision, Bautista Road and
Highway 371, Anza.

May 23 — Medical aid,
Stones Throw and Spring
Brook roads, Anza.

CHP log

The resident post of the
California Highway Patrol
responded to the following

call from Monday, May 17
to Sunday, May 24. This
may not be a complete list
of responses:

May 20 — Two-vehicle,
noninjury traffic collision,
Hughway 371 east of Burnt
Valley Road, Anza.

May 21 — Single-vehicle
traffic collision with one
minor injury, Ramsey Road
west of Terwilliger Road,
Anza.

Sheriff’s log

Log unavailable.

Check out our HOT Summer Deals!

palmsprings
mmmsubaru

& SUBARU.

2010 SUBARU

OUTBACK

2.5 Premium Package

$ PER MONTH LEASE/
39 MONTHS/10,000
MILES PER YEAR

$1,999 Down Payment

0 Security Deposit

895 Acquisition Fee
349 1st Mo. Lease Payment

$3,243 Total due at
lease signing
(*plus tax &
license)

&

= All-Wheel Drive standard
= 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
= 6 standard airbags
« 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
Stock #: 207180
Vin #: 328614
Model #: ADD

Subaru Outback.

The
e Motor Trend's 2010 Sport/Utility of the Year™

2010 SUBARU

FORESTER

2.5X Special Edition

$ 2 5 9 PER MONTH LEASE/
42 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

$1,999 Down Payment
0 Security Deposit

895 Acquisition Fee
259 1st Mo. Lease Payment _.=

$3,153 Total due at
lease signing
(*plus tax &
license)

2010 SUBARU

LEGACY

2.5i Premium Package

$ 2 59 PER MONTH LEASE/
39 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

$1,999 Down Payment

0 Security Deposit

895 Acquisition Fee
259 1st Mo. Lease Payment

$3,153 Total due at
lease signing
(*plus tax &
license)

* Automatic

* 4-wheel ABS

* Subaru Boxer engine

« All-Wheel Drive standard

« Most award-winning small SUV
Stock #: 2071990
Vin #: 786785
Model #: AFB

= All-Wheel Drive standard

= 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS

* 6 standard airbags

* 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
Stock #: 207159

Vin #: 210663
Model # AAD

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Payments based on 10,000 miles/year. Total due at signing includes Customer down payment,

1st lease payment and may include $595 Acquisition Fee. Available through May 31, 2010.

Located in the Cathedral City Auto Center on Hwy 111 and Perez Road ¢« 67-925 East Palm Canyon

(760) 318-4700 = www.palmspringssubaru.com

Local artist, Dore Capitani, uses art to warn visiting motor-
cyclists of the danger riding the Hill’s serpentine roads.
Photo by J.P. Crumrine

Strange but true
Although Portuguese is the official language of
Brazil, those who study such things say that there
are 170 languages spoken in that country, most of
them known well only by the indigenous people who
grew up speaking them.

GRINER CONSTRUCTION

Terry Griner
General Building & Engineering Contractor

License# 530771 A&B

P.O. Box 1692 - Idyllwild, CA 92549

951-659-5660 Office

Idyllwild Weather

From the National Weather Service

951-659-0053 Fax

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
5/27 5/28 5/29 5/30 5/31
:.’KV :____J;V : 74 :.’/V
67/35 69/38 78/47 83/50 80/49

Partly cloudy, | Partly cloudy, | Mostly sunny | Sunny skies. Sunny skies.
patchy fog, becoming and warmer.
windy. mostly

cloudy,

patchy fob.

Idyllwild this year
Date High Low M S

Idyllwild last year
High Low M S

5-17 70 43 89 55
5-18 60 51 84 58
5-19 na na 80 52
5-20 na na 81 51
5-21 75 37 75 49
5-22 63 46 73 45
5-23 63 31 .07 73 46

Snow in inches
To date this season (Idy): 35.91
To date last season (ldy): 55.2

Moisture in inches
To date this season (Idy): 23.61
To date last season (ldy): 18.04
Total last season (Idy): 18.04 Total last season (ldy): 55.2
To date this season (PC): 30.92 To date this season (PC): 72.5

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m.
at the Idyllwild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are mea-
sured by resident George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture
inches include all precipitation such as rain, melted hail
and melted snow.

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at
1-800-427-7623.
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Outside Idyllwild

By Bruce Watts

PCT wrap up, part 2

Looking back on the month of May, | have to
say that in the big scheme of things it is not about gz=%
the shop or Idyllwild or the gear or the weather. It

is ultimately all about the hikers on the Pacific Crest

Trail (PCT). We see but a brief glimpse of what it is like
to be out hiking for several months and even though that
glimpse can be a very intense experience, most of us will
never know what it is like to do a through-hike.

If 1 were 30 to 40 years younger | would probably be
hiking the PCT right now. Alas, | don’t think my knees
would hold up for even a week on the trail. So every year
I get my PCT fix at work. On numerous occasions, | get
to have a meaningful conversation with some of the hikers.
One such hiker is Billy Goat.

Billy Goat is as close to a celebrity as any other through-
hiker. As a 71-year-old man with 37,000 trail miles under
his shoes, Billy is looked upon as both an elder statesman
and inspiration in the through hiking community. When
Billy comes to town all the other hikers and non-hikers
alike seem to gravitate toward him and want to talk with
Billy Goat.

With his long, gray beard and his weathered look of
wisdom, Billy seems like the Gandalf of the hiking com-
munity. Although Billy Goat seems to handle things with
good humor, he is far from the type of person who wants
all the attention he receives. In fact, some people would call
Billy Goat cantankerous.

Hooray
Mountain Meadow Preschool
IS reopening June 1¢ for our
L4/ Sutmer Program !

o
—

Monday ~ Friday 9:00 - 12:00
For children ages 3 ~ 5 years

For infortmation about this unique
Creative Arts
Early Childhood Program
Contact Denise Foshay

6594744

Annual Memorial Day

BOOK
JALE

Saturday & Sunday May 29-30
on the Library deck

54185 Pine Crest Ave.

10a.m.-4p.m.

Sunday, everything will be at 1/2-price

& This is Billy Goat’s ninth year in a row on the PCT.

As | said about him last year, which bears repeating,
there’s nothing about Billy Goat that can be bought

or sold. Billy Goat is his own man and that is one

10 of the things that sets him apart from the rest of
humans on this planet.

Next, | would like to mention the Granquist brothers
— Jack, 26-years-old, Brad, 23, and Erik, 21 — who are
hiking the PCT together. Actually, | dubbed them the Baltoro
Brothers as they all are carrying Gregory Baltoro packs. They
didn’'t seem too keen on my trail name for them so | will
see if it sticks. Once the other hikers give you a trail name
it tends to stick for the duration of the hike and beyond.

The three brothers are all stamped out of the same mold
and look so much alike they could have been triplets. The
main difference between them is that they seem to come
in three sizes: large, bigger and XL. At any rate, | really
enjoyed meeting them and plan to follow their hiking blog
at www.pctadventure2010.blogspot.com.

There are many more hiker stories to tell. Some of
them are a little crazy. Some are down right insane — but
like the saying goes, it takes all kinds. I, for one, tend to
concentrate on the positive side of life and remember the

This Penstemon, the
Scarlet Bugler, is a
very showy perennial
with a spike of 2-inch
red flowers between
April and July. Native
to dry slopes in the
coast ranges and the
Southern Sierras up
to 6,500 feet, this Pen-
stemon wants full sun
and is very drought
tolerant. Humming-
birds find it a favorite.
You can see this plant
when driving up and
down the Hill.

Photo courtesy of
Harold Voorheis

good things.
This column completes my coverage of the 2010 PCT
season. In the next column, I will return to all things

L

Emma Salter

s

way to mastering the English Language.

ongoing support of this reading program.

Ll

Mary & Doug Austin
and

T he Idyllwild Rotary Club

Proudly Present two $1,000 Idyllwild School Charles Dickens Essay
& Poster Contest Scholarships to

and Michael Drell

In 2005, Mary & Doug Austin/Olde English Theatre created the “Idyllwild School
Charles Dickens Essay & Poster Contest.” The first recipients of the contest monies are now
college bound. A committee selected two students to receive the first annual $1,000 scholar-
ships, moreover, one $1,000 scholarship for the Essay and one $1,000 scholarship for the
Poster portions of the 2005 contest. This will be an annual scholarship event,

The ldyllwild Rotary Club’s motto: “Service Above Self” and a cornerstone of Promot-
ing Literacy and Reading Programs cheerfully provided half of the scholarship funding. The
Idyllwild Rotary Club has been onboard with this scholarship undertaking for the last three
years. Mary & Doug Austin/Olde English Theatre and the Idyllwild Rotary Club feel if a Mid-
dle School student is encouraged to read Charles Dickens and other classics, they are on their

A very special thank you to Patty Carratello and Principal Matt Kraemer for their

Idyllwild. Until then have fun, be safe.

A :
B il i

~ Al

oy
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Gigi and Daniel Suiffet visited their granddaughter Em-
maline, and her parents in Frisco, Colo., whose elevation is
9,000 feet. while in Frisco, the Suiffets took part in the town’s
annual spring clean-up. Inset is the recycling tent they en-
countered. Impressed by the civic and eco-minded residents,
Daniel is thinking one or two local groups might spearhead
a similar effort in Idyllwild. “We are surrounded by a corps
of volunteers who are so open-hearted, and can only wait to
benefit our town [ldyllwild].”

Photo courtesy of Daniel Suiffet

[DYLLWILD MASSAGE THERAPY
Serving Idyllwild and San Diego

omassagebykare

54790 N: Foe
wweldyllwildmass

Idyllwild, Célife

Idyliwild, CA&  Jaly 16, 17, 18 2010

A festival for education, celebration and restoration

;lf Lemon Lily Festival

Advertise in the official
Lemon Lily
Festival Program!

This 3-day event will bring many new
people to ldyllwild.
It’s a perfect opportunity to advertise
your shop, restaurant or inn.

All ads are full color and

start as low as $33.
Ad Deadline: June 9
Print Date: July 1
Call Grace or Shane at the Town Crier
for additional ad sizes and prices.

(951) 659-2145

Barry and Linda Shapiro, owners of Idyllwild Pharmacy,
visited The Alamo in San Antonio, Texas, and remember the

Town Crier. Photo courtesy of Barry Shapiro

T
T
A

e

ad /
lown Criery
Nz |l

e

On a cruise from Singapore to Rome, Barbara and Terry
Richmond stopped in Dubai, the capital of the United Arab
Emirates. The large sailboat in the background is actually the
Burj Al Arab Hotel.

Photo courtesy of Barbara Richmond

@ "\ Membership
A Special

1 year pre-paid. Other plan savings availabie.

$299

Only $25 a month - you deserve it!

And get your program off to a great
start with a 1/2 price consultation
with ldyllwild's Naturopathic Physician
Dr. Dunn. Save up to $80.

See gym for detalls,

54423 Village Center Dr. Lower Level
851-659-0555

Garner Valley
Station 53
Annual Garage

Sale

May 29th and 30th
8am to 4pm

Come

Shog & Sapport

Many Thanks!

h:‘%‘r———-.
© j ﬁa 7

& MOUNTAIN CENTER

YARD SALE

Memorial Day Weekend
Fri. & Sat., 9am; Sun. 10am
Hundreds of New Items
53660 Hwy. 74, across from Mtn. Ctr. P.O.

951.663.5618

www.thepurplescooter.com

@ \dy“W“d * TOU/.

Sponsored by the Idyllwild Garden Club
Saturday, June 12, 2010
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Advance Ticket sales: $12 available online
at www.idyllwildgardenclub.net or at the
Idyllwild Pharmacy, Pine Cove Market or

B’s Mountain of Books.

Ticket sales the day of the tour:
$15 at the Village Centre in front of the
BBVA Compass Bank kiosk.

Eight exceptional gardens to view!

Plant sale, refreshments and more will be at the Idyllwild
Historical Society, North Circle Drive.

The Idyllwild Garden Club is dedicated to protecting,
preserving and gardening with our native plant treasures.
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Community calendar

For the Idyllwild Arts &
Entertainment Calendar, see
“On the Town,” on page 17.

Wednesday, May 26

* Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 a.m. American Legion Post
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

¢ Creekside Writers, 9 am.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

¢ Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr;
6 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Idyllwild Religious Science,
women only, 54423 Village
Center Dr., Strawberry Creek
Square.

 Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St.
Call 659-2523.

 “Beyond Chocolate? A Na-
turopathic Medical Perspective
on Fitness and Health,” pre-
sentation by Dr. John Dunn,
Licensed Naturopathic Physi-
cian, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Mile High
Fitness, 54423 Village Center
Drive.

Thursday, May 27

¢ Idyllwild Business Round-
table, 8 a.m. Caine Learning
Center, 54385 Pine Crest Ave.

* Qigong with Keiko, 10-11
a.m. The Chakra Shack, 54750
North Circle Dr., Unit A.

* Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. Mile-
High Fitness, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr.

* Bible Study, noon-2 p.m.
Chapel in the Pines, Idyllwild
Pines Camp, 26375 Hwy. 243.
Call April Wilson at 659-4006
for information.

* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

* Lemon Lily Festival plan-
ning meeting, 1 p.m. Idyllwild
Nature Center, 25225 Hwy. 243.

* Business Improvement Dis-
trict meeting with speaker from
Main Street, Palm Springs, 6:30
p-m. Caine Learning Center,
54385 Pine Crest Ave.

* ICRC Book Club, 7 p.m.
Creekstone Inn.

* Narcotics Anonymous, 7:30
p-m. Spiritual Living Center,
Church of Religious Science,
54423 Village Center Dr.

Friday, May 28

» Baby Play Group, 10:30
a.m. Call Debbi Geisinger, 659-
8710 or (951) 966-1094.

* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr;
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30

Subscribe to the Idyllwild
Town Crier, call 659-2145

p.m. ldyllwild Community
Presbyterian Church, Manse-
Alcove, Fellowship Hall, 54400
North Circle Dr.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meeting
7-9 p.m. Former Morning Sky
School, 29375 Hwy 243, Moun-
tain Center. Child care available.
Call 659-0097 for information.

* “Inner Journey to Self”
workshop with Celeste Mann,
7-9 p.m.; Full Moon Circle, 8
p.m. The Chakra Shack, 54750
North Circle Dr., Unit A.

Saturday, May 29

* Al-Anon, noon, Spiritual
Living Center, Idyllwild Reli-
gious Science, 54423 Village
Center Dr.

« Stand in Silent Vigil for
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence,
noon. Town center at “Girl
Reading” monument. Call 659-
2718.

¢ Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
7:30 p.m. Community Pres-
byterian Church, Fellowship
Hall, 54400 North Circle Dr.

* Girls’ Goddess Group, 1-
2:30 p.m.; Yoga with Trine, 2:30-
4 p.m. The Chakra Shack, 54750
North Circle Dr., Unit A.

Sunday, May 30

+ Zen Meditation Group, 8
a.m. Call 659-2253.

* Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.
Spiritual Living Center, Idyllwild
Religious Science, 54423 Village
Center Drive, Strawberry Creek
Square.

o Idyllwild Writer’s Guild, 3
p.m. 25685 Big Pine St., Cedar
Glen. Call 659-0130.

¢ Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m,,
Rancho Encino Mountain Club,
45915 Orchard Road, Poppet
Flat, across from CalFire Station
63.

Monday, May 31
* Memorial Day Ceremony,
11 a.m. American Legion Post
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.
¢ Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon & 7:30 p.m., St. Hugh's Ep-

scopal Church, 25525 Tahquitz
Dr.

* Community Arts Network,
informal brainstorming  ses-
sions, 4-5 p.m. Idyllwild Tea
Company, 54241 Ridgeview Dr.

* Al-Anon, 5:30 p.m. Spiri-
tual Living Center, Idyllwild
Religious Science, 54423 Village
Center Dr.

Tuesday, June 1

» Zen Meditation Group, 7
a.m. & 7 p.m. Call 659-2253.

* Women’s Health Fair with
free osteoporosis, diabetes &
blood pressure screenings, 10
a.m.-2 p.m., ldyllwild Pharma-
cy, Strawberry Creek Square.

* Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. Mile-
High Fitness, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr.

* Low Income Commodity
Distribution (all ages, low in-
come) & Senior food Sharing
(anyone over age 60 qualifies),
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Mormon
Church, 53830 Tollgate Rd.

o ldyllwild Garden Club,
noon. Community Presbyterian
church, 54400 North Circle Dr.

* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr,;
AA Open Meeting & Big Book
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living
Center, Idyllwild Religious Sci-
ence, 54423 Village Center Dr.,
Strawberry Creek Square.

* International Healing
Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m.
Shiloh  Christian  Ministries,
54960 Pine Crest Ave.

* Hilltop Horsemen, 6 p.m.
Call 659-2947 for location.

* ESL class, 6-8 p.m. Idyllwild
School, 26700 Highway 243.

* Beginning Belly Dancing
with Raye, 6-7 p.m. The Chakra
Shack, 54750 North Circle Dr.,
Unit A.

* Hemet Unified School Dis-
trict board meeting, 6:30 p.m.
HUSD offices, 1791 W. Acacia
Ave., Hemet.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step Study meeting,
6:30-8 p.m. Former Morning
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243,
Mountain Center. Call 659-0097
for information.

Wednesday, June 2
* Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-

9 am. American Legion Post
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

o Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

* Garner Valley Women’s
Club, 10:30 a.m. Garner Valley
Common, 61600 Devil’s Ladder
Rd.

 Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr,;
6 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Idyllwild Religious Science,
women only, 54423 Village
Center Dr., Strawberry Creek
Square.

* Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St.
Call 659-2523.

» Codependents Anonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spritual Liv-
ing Center, 54423 Village Center
Dr.

Community service hours
« California Department of
Forestry (bark beetle issues),
8 am.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Mountain  Resource  Center
25380 Franklin Dr., 659-3335.

o ldyllwild HELP Center,
26330 Highway 243, 9 am.-
noon & 1-3 p.m. Tuesday-Fri-
day. 659-2110.

o ldyllwild Area Historical
Museum, 54470 North Circle
Dr., 11 am.-4 pm. Saturday
& Sunday. Group tours by ap-
pointment. 659-2717.

o ldyllwild Library, 54185
Pine Crest Ave., 10 am.-6 p.m.
Monday & Friday, 11 am.-7
p.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, 659-2300.

o Idyllwild Nature Center,
25225 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-4:30

p.m. Tuesday-Sunday.  659-
3850.
o ldyllwild  Skate  Park,

Idyllwild Pines Camp, 26375
Highway 243, 2:30 p.m.-dusk
Wednesday & Thursday; 1:30
p.m.-dusk Friday; noon-dusk
weekends.

o ldyllwild Transfer Station,
28100 Saunders Meadow Rd, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Thursday-Mon-
day; Grinding Facility, 8 am.-
noon & 1-4 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.

ORTHODONTICS IN IDYLLWILD

Thomas R. White, DDS
Board Certified Orthodontist

951-652-2234

Idyllwild Dental Building
54805 North Circle Dr.

The Subary Outback:
Motor Trend’s
2010 Spor't/Utility
of the Year

Subaru
Outback
2.5i

Model ADA

6844/A1366005

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE plus

« Factory Air Conditioning  + Vehicle Dynamics Control

» Power Windows + Multi-Speaker Stereo/CD
» Power Door Locks * Roof Rack

» ABS Brakes « Front and Side Air Bags

22,974

New 2010 Subaru
Impreza2.5i Sean

Sale
Price ..

Model AJA
6870/AG513695

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE plus
« Factory Air Conditioning
« Power Windows

« Power Door Locks * Vehicle Dynamics

» Multi-Speaker Stereo/CD Control and Much More!

16493

» Front and Side Curtain
Air Bags

One at
This
Exact
Price

Sale
Price

Prices and special offers good May 27 - June 2, 2010. Vehicles subject to prior sale.
All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any
dealer document preparation charge and any emission testing charge. Sales tax and
lic. based on Sale Price. Crier

SUBARU
of San Bernardino

Visit Our Website - www.subarusanberdoo.com

1790 South “E” Street

0000000000000
0
00100000000 00Ioob0OI0

Call (909) 888-8686
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Initial thoughts

A Community Service District (CSD) is
an idea whose time may have come for Hill
residents. It is certainly worth considering as
several local governmental agencies mount
campaigns to raise fees.

i I'm not advocating a CSD for the Hill,

just a suggestion that we might want to
examine a bigger picture and look at other options.

While these fee campaigns may be fun and, | hope,
enlightening, they may also obscure an option which
would serve purposes beyond a funding mechanism.

In unincoprated areas, the county provides basic services
such as water, sewer and security. Under California law,
a community service district may be created to provide
some or all of these services without incorporating the
area.

The range of governmental services is very broad.
Government Code section 61100 begins with the supply
of water. It then lists more than 20 other services such as
the provision of sewage, wastewater, recycled water, fire
protection, rescue services, hazardous material emergency
response services, ambulance services, police protection,
law enforcement services, security services or library ser-
vices.

In addition, a CSD is authorized to acquire, construct,
improve, maintain and operate recreation facilities in the
same manner as a recreation and park district.

A CSD may assume responsibility for one, two or any
combination of these functions, including the ones, such as
a cemetery district, that | have omitted from the above list.
The decision rests with the residents of the district. They
can tailor their district to local needs and priorities.

In order to carry out these functions, a CSD is autho-
rized to adopt ordinances, to acquire real and personal
property and to establish rates or other charges for ser-
vices and facilities that the district provides. When a CSD
exists, the property owner pays taxes to the CSD instead
of the county for the services provided. Taxes are calcu-
lated upon assessed value of the land and improvements
and placed on the property tax bill. CSDs are limited to
a maximum tax levy of 1 percent of assessed valuation
unless a majority vote authorizes more.

Currenlty, both Idyllwild Water District (IWD) and
Idyllwild Fire Protection District (IFPD) are discussing
their need for increasing revenue by raising fees.

This column is not about the merits of these proposals.
Neither district has held a public hearing on the matter,
although IWD has one scheduled next month. We should
be patient and listen to the facts and arguments.

IFPD is still in preliminary discussion and has not even
scheduled a public hearing. But commissioners spent time
talking about the need, their strategy and a town meeting
to present these needs, such as a new ambulance, equip-
ment for the volunteers’ engine and heavy duty clothing
for all firefighers.

The Idyllwild Community Recreation Council held their
first fund-raiser Saturday. Apparently it was successful and
I can vouch for the quality of the food. One spaghetti feed
won't be sufficient to build a new community center.

Here’s three vital community and public service areas
which will begin asking for additional taxpayer support.
At this point, recreation funds will be donations.

Given the recent and strong advocacy for local control,
local management and local autonomy, perhaps a CSD
that encompasses several or more of these functions could
improve service to our community. Maybe broadening
the community to encompass neighbors from Mountain
Center to Alandale would help. For example, CSA 38
would want to be included in a CSD since they are still
looking for that new fire engine.

I think a CSD is an option worth exploring, if only to
reduce the number of boards and commissions. As sum-
mer begins, and thoughts turn to travel and beaches, don't
forget to ask, “What’s a CSD?” and “Why should | care?”

J.P., Editor

Readers
write

Graffiti

Editor:

Well this letter took a
while to write. | guess be-
cause there is so much going
on in the news today and
in the world. | had to take
a breath and sit down to
write.

A few months ago | had
noticed some graffiti on
the railing of The Fort in
town.

Then my dogs and | went
down to the creek near the
Skate Park and someone
tagged a rock right in the
middle of the creek. | know
that | can’t be the only one
noticing this in our com-
munity. The people that are
doing this don’t care about
Idyllwild nor you or 1.

We walk and talk with
the people who are doing
this, they are someone’s
brother, son and someone’s
sister, daughter. Hopefully
they will realize that you
don’t express yourself this
way.

Please parents talk to
your children, let them
know how you feel about
tagging.

How it effects the quality
of a community. How it low-
ers property value. With all
the radical changes going on
in America, perhaps these
people who are making the
graffiti are finding it hard
to be noticed or recognized.
They may not even be from
Idyllwild. They could be
from, God only knows.

But all of us that live here
in Idyllwild have something
in common, we know what
is beautiful. Our forest and
streams are beautiful. Our
people are beautiful. Please
be the eyes for your com-
munity. Look out for each
others property. Maybe we
can put a stop to this.

Eileen Detzel

Idyllwild
The tail is
wagging the dog
Editor:

It appears that TV com-
mercials are competing in a
marathon to determine how
many commercials can be
squeezed into a one-hour
TV program.

I'm sure that the writers
are thrilled. If you have a
belly ache, take the latest
prescription medicine. They

See Letters, page 9

Editorials, letters to the editor, guest editorials and car-
toons reflect the opinions of the authors and not neces-
sarily the Town Crier or Tindle Publications.

Mr. Funny Guy

by Chris Fisher

THANKS.

| GoT \T AT
THE MAGIC SHoP.

FiSuer

Holiday closings

Hill businesses and institutions that will be closed
Monday, May 31, to observe Memorial Day:

Area post offices
Fern Valley
Wiater District
Compass BBVA Bank
Hemet Unified
School District
Idyllwild Library

These will be open:
Idyllwild Pharmacy

Idyliwild
Water District
Idyliwild Health Center
Pine Cove
Water District
Riverside County
offices
Town Crier

Mount San Jacinto

(10 am.-2 p.m.) State Park
Idyllwild Transfer U.S. Forest Service
Station
Trivia test

Language: What is a uraeus?

dse paiaes ay Jo uoieIUasaIday:Iamsuy

How to get a letter published

The Town Crier welcomes letters reflecting all
opinions. Letters should be concise and to the point.
They should be no longer than 400 words. Letters must
be typewritten, double-spaced and in upper/lower
case (not in all caps). Letters must be signed (unless
e-mailed) and must be identified with the writer’s
name, address and weekday phone number.

Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be ac-
cepted. Letters of thanks are not accepted. A special
advertising rate is available for thank-you letters.
Political letters cost 10 cents per word.

We reserve the right to reject or edit letters for
length, taste, clarity or frequency of submission. Let-
ters do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Town
Crier staff. Letters may be submitted in person, by
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.

com).
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Youth talk

by Jenny Kirchner, Staff Photographer
Why do we celebrate Memorial Day?

Lainie Wilke, 8
Grade 2
“We celebrate Memorial Day
so we can remember all the
people that gave their lives
to us.”

Brooklynn Pace, 8
Grade 2
“So we can remember the
person who died and stuff,
and they make statues.”

Bowden Tate, 6
Grade 1
“So we can honor our Army.”

McKenzie Nunez, 7
Grade 1
“Because it's a special day,
remembering all the guys
that are in war.”

Tai Chi practice group

A free Tai Chi practice group coordinated by Trudy Levy
welcomes all individuals to gather together to experience
the benefits of Tai Chi. The practice group will meet every
Tuesday in June, from 6-6:40 p.m. at the Quiet Creek Inn.
Participants are asked to park on Four Chimneys Road,
behind the inn. At the sessions, participants will practice
the 24-movement Tai Chi short form several times. For
more information, call Trudy Levy at 659-9548.

Matter of fact

In the May 20 issue, the article “Hill’s leaking
underground fuel tanks” mistakenly refers to “Sandlin
and Sons” as the owner of the site at the Idyllwild
Shell Village Food and Fuel site. The name of the
owner or responsible party is Nick Sanden, Sanden
& Sons, Inc.

Town Crier regrets the error.

ONTHE TRINGE

© CGiHAN SESEN 2 STEVE HUDSoN
illusteaton wiiter

SQUIRREL. &RADUATION £EREMONIES.

& FoRTH, GATHER ACORNS,
AND TRy NoT To @ET RuN
OVER ON THE HIGHWAY.

10 Directions

By Shirley Schraff

Pomegranate Trees

My family was not the madcap family of fiction.
The Galbraithes come to mind with 12 children and
a seemingly endless supply of talent and money to
fuel their adventures.

My mother was 14-years-old when she met my
father and was married at 16. She dropped out of
school and that, sadly, was the end of her education. She
had no regret. She was permanently at the maturity level of
a young teenybopper. My father’s brilliant mind was useless
in his state of untreated bipolar disorder.

So, | think I've made it clear that this experience wasn’t
the fun adventure usually celebrated and enjoyed in summer
light fiction. But then few of us have a childhood that could
be described as a fun adventure.

I was 10-years-old the summer following my parents
impulsive decision to move from Michigan to Arizona. In
the middle of building a house it seemed to be a foolish
decision, if for no other reason than poor timing. They
quickly put together an ill-conceived plan to accompany
my newly widowed grandmother to Apache Junction, Ariz.,
where she usually spent her winters.

My grandmother, in excellent health, drove her car from
coast to coast alone once or twice a year. To my parents,
the grass always looked greener on the other side and, in
their view, the most effective solution was moving away.

After three or four days of planning, a broad use of
the word, it was time to put the big move in gear. We left
Michigan on a very cold November morning in a 1946 Ford
bread delivery truck for what was supposed to be, at most, a
6-month stay in Arizona. In reality, we were never to return
to Michigan. After a brief sojourn in Apache Junction we
ended up in Phoenix.

It was summer time, it was Phoenix and it was hot. The
waves of heat could be seen as the sun rose over the desert
floor.

Every morning, | awakened breathing the clear, dry and

Trivia test
History: In what year did the Korean War end?

€GBT JaMsUy

“New location but same

great service” 4
Jéﬂk: /{2=

Calll fforr [FREE

=1 f (1)) uc| MMU%@UWM
“Making all your pest problems  @viain fif wioiAk s
Disappear” loaain dloitie,

951.927.6852
acornpestcontrol@verizon.net

Lic. #OPR-1096  DFG #64805

WATERCOLOR CLASSES
in Idyllwild
\°>Am

with “,’
Sl o

(951) 858-7005

: shirloz4u@hotmail.com
View the instructor's work at Florist in the Forest & Gallery

hot desert air. The smell was new and fresh, signaling
the beginning of the possibilities that each moment
brings. A beginning with a clean slate that presents
itself with unlimited possibilities from moment to
moment and being in each moment is all there is.

My parents bought a beautiful new home in
Phoenix, which, for the most part, made them poor.
Money was so tight that food was scarce and we did
not have a refrigerator. However, we did have an ice chest.
As the oldest child, it became necessary for me to take ac-
tion.

All around our home was a construction boom. | organized
the troops and at the end of the day we would collect the
ice in a burlap sack that was dumped out of the portable
ice chests that the construction crew filled every morning.
We also gathered any edible food that was left. Exploring
and looking for new construction sites was my job.

One day | made an awesome discovery. Several very
mature pomegranate trees, the same genre found in Iran, a
sweet variety that grew to 25 to 30 feet tall, were covered
with ruby red fruit and were growing just off the perimeter
road close to the bank of the irrigation ditch. | shinnied
several feet up the tree and reached the fruit, which I had
not seen before. The fruit, encased in a hard pulpy material,
was exceptionally sweet.

We, kids, felt an immediate connection and love for this
fruit. It was thick and syrupy and tasted incredibly delicious.
Our mouths were stained red as well as our clothes. We did
not stop eating until we were satiated.

Collecting ice was our late afternoon routine. The thick,
reddish-brown bark of the pomegranate trees provided an
ideal toehold as we shinnied up the tree — our morning
routine. We weren’t finished though until the juice dripped
off our chins. But | enjoyed climbing the trees almost as
much as eating the fruit

Since that summer, whenever | see a display of pome-
granates in the market, | hear them urging me to climb that
tree and to taste the sweet red nectar of the pomegranate.

THE AMERICAN LEGION
Post 800

54360 Marion View Dr. 659-3517
(Alcoholic Beverages Sold to Members & Their Guests Only)

2, Horseshoe
7 Tournament

Saturday, June 5
$15 Entry Fee
Sign-ups from 10am-Noon
Tournament starts at 12 Noon
Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place
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Only in Idyllwild

Mountain folk

“In a silent auction at the spaghetti dinner fund-raiser
at the Rainbow Inn, my 5-year-old daughter first bid $1 for
a porcelain doll. After her bid was raised, she proceeded to
put her next bid down, asking if she had that much money
to spend. Sadly she was overbid again. “Mashu” (Grandma)
told her that she would help out for her final bid of $10.
When the auction ended, we were not aware if she had
won. A lady, from the kindness of her heart, saw my little
girl had been outbid and was able to place a final bid in
my daughter’s name. That same lady searched through the
crowd calling out, “Who is Katelyn?” When she found my
daughter, she presented the porcelain doll to her. Katelyn
was smiling ear to ear. Her angel was Sandy Weber of Fit
after 50

Dawn Rizor
Idyllwild

“Only in Idyllwild” may be sent one of four ways: e-mail
to beth@towncrier.com, call 659-2145, Ext. 17, fax to 659-
2071 or drop off at the office, 54295 Village Center Drive.

Clubs

Part-timers

On Saturday, May 29, five part-timers will open their
cabins for the Idyllwild Part-timers Network’s (IPN)
first cabin crawl. The tour is an opportunity to foster
IPN group growth and for the cabin crawl host to share
his/her’s own space.

IPN continues to volunteer its time, efforts and re-
sources to nourish a well-rounded part-timer community.
For more information on IPN activities, contact Denney
Herr at Idyllwildpartimers@yahoo.com

Garden Club

Elizabeth Nagy will present a program on container
gardening at the next meeting of the Idyllwild Garden
Club. How to get creative and incorporate many dif-
ferent plant combinations in your containers will be
emphasized.

The club potluck lunch and meeting will begin at
noon Tuesday, June 1, at Idyllwild Community Pres-
byterian Church. Final plans and details for the club’s
Annual Garden Tour on Saturday, June 12 will also be
presented.

Visitors interested in learning more about the club
and its membership are welcome. For more informa-
tion, contact Harold Voorheis, club president, at 951-
659-3598.

Horsemen

Veterinarian Dr. Roberta Zajack will speak at the next
meeting of the Hilltop Horsemen on Tuesday, June 1.

The meeting will be held at the home of Bob and
Jeanette Durst in Garner Valley. The 7 p.m. meeting is
preceeded by a 6 p.m. potluck. Attendees should bring
a side dish to share.

For more information or directions to the Durst
home, call 659-2947

Strange but true
It was American novelist, poet and painter — and
prominent member of the Beat Generation of artists
— William S. Burroughs who made the following
declaration:“I don't care if people hate my guts; | assume
most of them do. The important question is whether
they are in a position to do anything about it.”

On May 7, Airman Tyler Ibanez, who grew up in
Idyllwild, graduated from basic training in Lackland, Tex-
as. Airman lbanez’s proud parents are Marjie and Guy
Ibanez. To the right, he salutes his home town Idyllwild
and its newspaper, the Idyllwild Town Crier.

Idyllwild resident Danielle McKnight, a member of
Hemet High School’s Air Force Junior ROTC unit, will be
promoted, effective with the fall semester, to Cadet Colonel
and appointed as Cadet Group Commander, the highest
rank and appointment attainable in Junior ROTC.

In the Idyllwild Pharmacy’s in-store drawing on May 20,
George Companiott won two tickets to the Doheny Blues
Festival at Doheny Beach.

Charlotte “Charlie” Anthony, on the Mt. San Jacinto
Community College faculty, was selected to read and to
score the College Board’s U.S. History Advanced Placement
Exams next month. She will spend an all-expenses paid
week in Louisville, Ky., reading high school students essays
about U.S. History

To get a listing in “Mountain folk,” visit www.towncrier.
com, click on “News” in the menu at the top and click on
“Submit a news item,” or stop by and fill out a news form.

To get your birthday listed, e-mail beth@towncrier.com or
call (951) 659-2145, Ext. 17, with the month and day.

B Vwna
<. Town Ciféry

Airman Tyler Ibanez.

el
Idyllwild resident, Matt Norris (right), San Jacinto District’s
Teacher of the Year, received his award May 11 at the Riverside
County Celebrating Educators Luncheon. Norris teaches a 4/5
combo class at Hyatt Elementary School. Also pictured is his
principal, Vince Record (left).
Photo courtesy of the Judy Cleveland

High Country Garden Club

“Please Pass the Pliers — Recycling Everyday Objects
into Fabulous Garden Art” will be the topic presented
by Tish Clark at the next meeting of the High Country
Garden Club at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, June 12.

Clark, artist and avid gardener, is known for her outdoor
display at Twice Loved Treasures in Anza and the Anza
Valley Artists’ art shows. Clark will talk about making
handcrafted garden art from everyday objects found in
your kitchen, garage or wherever. Clark will also show
off her own native gardens. Refreshments will be served

The Mountain

Community Patrol
of Idyllwild

Annual Yard Sale
has been moved to

LABOR DAY WEEKEND

Come see us then.
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

..
| COMMUNITY
PATROL
DYLLWILD
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(right) presents

Idyllwild Rotary President Steve Kunkle
Janice Herdey, president of the Mountain Community Patrol,
with a gift for being the guest speaker at the Rotary’s May 19

meeting. Photo by Steve Espinosa

and the meeting will be held at Terwilliger Creek Ranch,
57760 Valley Vista.

For more information contact Annika Knoppel at
888-834-9005 ext. 5.

To get a listing in “Clubs,” visit www.towncrier.com, click
on “News” in the menu at the top and click on “Submit a
news item,” or stop by and fill out a news form.

gheila Zacker
Foot Reflexologist
Reduce Stress . . .
Help Relieve Aches and Pains
Registered Certified for 21 Years
Gift Certificates Available
(951) 675-0715

\

Support Our Troops
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Fishing report

The fishing report gives
California Department of
Fish and Game (DFG)
news on stream and lake
stocking in the San Jacinto
Mountains and other mis-
cellaneous information
relating to fishing.

Lake Hemet was last
stocked with catchable-sized
rainbow trout on Wednes-
day, May 5.

Lake Hemet

Darlene Redner at Lake
Hemet had no report on
fishing at the lake last
week.

Water level at the dam is
127.3 feet. Last year’s level
was 125.2 feet.

Diamond Valley

Jesse Dinkins at Dia-
mond Valley Lake (DVL)
Reservoir had this report
on fishing this week.

The combination of
spawning and post spawn
bass this week yielded the
best week anglers have seen
in months. Reports of 20-
to 40-fish days have been
prevalent for catch and re-
lease fisherman. Bass have
been biting a wide variety
of baits including fluke and
scrounger combos, Senkos,
drop shot finesse worms,
jigs, lizards and brush hogs.
The biggest bass of the week
was caught by Scott Holley
of Torrance who was fishing
with a brush hog in the
marina cove.

Trout are still biting even
with warmer water and a
week since the last plant.
Mini jigs, Powerbait and
spinners worked the best
this week. Jake Altami-
rano, 7, of Fontana caught
a 7-pound trout fishing
with Powerbait from shore.
Charles Kneevina of Mont-
clair caught a 4.63-pound
trout fishing with a Lip
Ripperz mini ripper.

The striper bite slowed
this week. Only a few catches
were reported. Most striper
were caught from shore with
Lunker Punkers, Zplugs, or

&

Welcome

Scott Holley with his bass.
Photo courtesy of Jesse Dinkins
at Diamond Valley Lake

LA sliders. Mark Knoop
reported an 8-pound striper
caught from shore. Louie
Rabadi of Lake Elsinore
caught a 9.26 pound striper
fishing with a plug.

Anglers have been con-
sistently catching cats from
shore as well as boats. Mack-
erel and anchovies have been
the most reported baits, but
shrimp and chicken liver
has accounted for a few
reports. The most reported
areas have been the saddle
dam, Rawson cove, and near
the wave attenuator. Jim
Isaac caught a 4.5-pound
cat fishing with chicken
liver. Mark Knoop caught a
12-pound cat, fishing from
shore. Robert Granado of
San Bernardino caught his
biggest cat at 15 pounds,
fishing in the marina cove
with shrimp. Jake Altami-
rano of Fontana caught a
10-pound cat, fishing from
shore.

The panfish bite has been
wide open at DVL. Blue gill,
red ear sunfish, and crappie
have all been reported in
large numbers. Most anglers
are catching them along the
dams with mini jigs, meal-
worms, or nightcrawlers

DFG checks anglers for
fishing licenses. See the
Idyllwild Visitor’s Guide for
locations where licenses are
sold.
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BARBARA G. HUNT
33 Year Realtor
Lifetime Resident
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54278 N. Circle
Adj. Rustic Theatre
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Letters

Continued from page 2

write a 30-minute script for
a 60-minute show. That’s
fair, isn’'t it — 50 percent to
50 percent?

It appears that the FCC,
the Federal Continuous Com-
mercial Commission, has
relinquished all authority.

Yes, bless free enterprise.
The tail is wagging the dog!

Donald J. Harrison

Idyllwild
In response:
“Neatness ...”
Editor:

As | write this letter |
have been in my new loca-
tion exactly 18 days. The
financial undertaking and
physical exhaustion of the
move have been completely
overwhelming. | have not
even had time to adjust to my
new surroundings, or begin
to complete all the plans |
have for the new location.
I don't recall the last time |
took a day off.

My pockets and refrig-
erator are empty. | am doing
my very best not to suffer a
breakdown as I continue to
settle open issues related to
the loss of my 19-year-old
son Shane last summer.

If truly you had the best
interest of the town at heart, |
am of the opinion you would
be elated. Instead of closing
my store, as many others
have, I was able to, by the
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grace of God, move it and
begin to improve it.

I am grateful for my old
location, it gave me my start.
A dear friend took the time
to hand paint the sign | am
using “temporarily” while
my new sign is being made.
You call it crude and I call it
beautiful! A beautiful display
of kindness and a proactive
participation, in an endeavor
to make improvements.

In your letter you strongly
encourage others to come in
to my business, directly to
me, to voice their opinions
— why didn’t you?

Parking is an ongoing is-
sue for the entire town. | am
guilty of using a parking place
in front of my own shop, but
| pay rent on it. | have never
blocked the handicapped
parking, nor would 1.

I hung clothes on my car
just to irritate you Nancy,
after you called Code Enforce-
ment. | will do it again, if you
do not stop this nonsense.
Kindly retract your com-
plaint. I am simply trying to
make a living. You are making
it more difficult than it needs
to be!

In order for my business
to be successful, I MUST
display merchandise outside.
It stops the traffic. Do you
really think | would drag all
that stuff out there and have
to put it away, if it were not
an absolute necessity?

I do not appreciate you
trying to tell me how to run
my business publicly and at-
tempting to rally a bunch of

people and law enforcement
to make me do it your way.

| have made a success of
my business because | know
how to bring business to my
shop. I have what people need
and sell it for a fair price.

What makes our town is
not what you see when you
look at it on the surface, but
the core of it. Its old-world
character and loving spirit of
the people make it appealing
to the visitors and locals alike.
Not how fancy our buildings
look.

| apologize in advance to
my fellow business owners
for my following statements.
| hope you can all under-
stand, | feel I have no choice.
There are countless other
businesses with merchandise
or seating areas outside their
store fronts on walkways or
in parking lots. I will not
be singled out, made to
conform to standards oth-

This hawk was seen
near the Mountain
Center post office.
Photo courtesy of
Bethany Pulliam

ers are not. | have worked
hard for four years to build
a successful business.

If you wish to discuss this
with me further, 1 would
appreciate your doing so in
person, not via Code Enforce-
ment or the newspaper. If you
wish to bring some of those
folks, who praise criticism,
you can all come together and
we can have a go at discussing
this like adults.

Life is short, loosing my
son has taught me that.
I encourage you to focus
in a direction that brings
you and those around you
fond memories of your time
here. Thank you to the rest
of Idyllwild for your over-
whelming love and sup-
port!

Kim Smith

Proud owner of
Something old Made
New Byou

A Thrift Shoppe
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BlueLinx Sales Reps will be
here from 10am to 2pm

Everything you need
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Come Have Lunch!
Come and join your friends at Forest Lumber
for a BBQ on Friday, May 28" from 11am-1pm.
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Health care costs
pinch FVWD

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

As with many public
boards, and many more in
the future, the Fern Valley
Water District (FVWD)
directors struggled, at their
Friday, May 21 meeting,
with the problem of how to
value post retirement medi-
cal benefits for employees.

Consultant Marvin J.
Paull walked the board
through a menu of meth-
ods for funding retiree ben-
efits, governing laws and
requirements and options
the board will review at
subsequent meetings about
how to best proceed.

The short summation
of the requirements and
the problem is that medi-
cal costs and retirement
benefits are expensive and
are escalating, have to be
planned for, and that ulti-
mately costs will be passed
on to district customers.
District-paid benefits are
for medical premiums after
employee retirement and the
benefits are comparable to a
pension plan.

FVWD currently has four
employees under 65 and one
retired employee receiving
benefits. Paull bluntly told
the board that unless they
set aside the money for these
future costs, “There could be
a cash flow drain due to the
growth of the retiree group
in the next 10 years.” That
is the problem with which
directors are faced.

In other business, FVWD
customer David Day asked
the board about funding
rebates for energy-effi-
cient washing machines,
as do other Hill districts.
Somewhat cool to the idea,
FVWD President Ron Kor-
man pointed out Idyllwild
Water District’s expensive
experience in providing the
rebates. Board members
agreed to form a committee

to study rebate feasibility
and then submit their find-
ings to the board.

In his General Manager’s
report, Steve Erler request-
ed funds, approximately
$50,000, for a solar-powered
water circulation and mix-
ing system for tank num-
ber 11, a primary storage
facility for the district that
last year was recoated and
had a temporary effect on
water taste. This piece of
equipment would move
water throughout the tank,
and help insure maximum
freshness in the large storage
tank.

Erler also proposed a
study to determine whether
well number 1, drilled in
1950 with an estimated ca-
pacity of 5 to 50 gallons per
minute, is worth rehabili-
tating. Erler recommended
employing a professional
well contractor to determine
if rehabilitating measures
would likely be successful.
The well has been out of
commission for a long pe-
riod. Estimated budget for
the project would be about
$15,000.

The largest proposed
capital expenditures would
be $415,000 for replacement
of transmission lines on a
schedule over a number of
years.

In a budget worksheet
provided the board, pro-
jections for fiscal 2010-11
anticipate income increases
from $903,753 to $979,750;
expenses from $1,112,324
to $1,082,583 with a slight
decrease in reserves from
$1,284,342 to $1,147,676.
The board will vote on the
budget next month.

Water consumption is
down 2.6 percent from the
same period last year, and
water sales are up 3.2 per-
cent.

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

Upcoming CERT training

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) train-
ing will be held the first weekend in June at the Riverside
County Fire Station 77 in Anza. There is no cost to take
the 20-hour training program that provides instruction
in fire suppression, search and rescue, medical aid and
more. Classes will be held from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Friday, June 4 and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday,
June 5 and 6, respectively. Participants must attend the
entire session. For more information, or to register, call

(951) 955-4700.

IWD defers
conservation
rebate change

By J.P.Crumrine
Editor

The June 18 Idyllwild
Water District (IWD) meet-
ing will include a public
hearing about the possibility
of raising district water rates
and fees as well as discussing
the next fiscal year’s budget.
During last week’s May 11
meeting, IWD’s directors
devoted a substantial amount
of time to financial issues.

The imminence of the
June meeting appeared to
influence the board’s action
to modify its rebate policy
for conservation-enhancing
appliances. Jim Ludy, IWD’s
auditor and controller, sub-
mitted a recommendation
to reduce the low-flow toilet
rebate to $50 from $100.

Ludy noted that the local
hardware stores now carry
only low-flow equipment.
Since the program’s incep-
tion, 250 rebates have been
granted.

In addition, Ludy recom-
mended reducing the wash-
ing machine rebate to $200
from $400 per machine. He
advised the board that the
state is now also offering
rebates for installing efficient
washing machines.

In the future, he said, he
expects to recommend the
board extend its incentives
to other wate-conserving
appliances. Ultimately, the
rebate issue was tabled until
the June meeting.

Directors Warren Monroe
and John Cook supported
the change. “The prices [of
the appliances] are coming
down and there is no sense
in covering the full price,”
Monroe said.

President Allan Morphett
and Director Jim Billman
opposed reducing the rebates

Lanterns
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just prior to consideration
of the water rate increase.
Director Mike Freitas recom-
mended more consideration
of the issue, especially noti-
fication to customers.

The issue was referred to
the budget committee to be
brought forward in June with
the next fiscal year budget.

Another budget issue, but
less charged, was the public
hearing on the annual stand-
by charges — an annual
$30 per acre fee applied to
unimproved parcels. During
the hearing, the board read
an appeal letter from Bob
Lewis, Town Hall recreation
director, requesting the ter-
mination of a fee on a Town
Hall parcel on which nothing
could legally be built. The
board approved terminating
the standby fee and approv-
ing the Town Hall recreation
appeal.

The board also approved
a resolution to seek federal
grant money for a pilot and
demonstration test of the pro-
posed water recycling facility.
General Manager Terry Lyons
was optimistic about securing
funding from the U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation because the
results would apply to any
mountain community such
as Wrightwood, Big Bear and
many others.

“[The Bureau of Reclama-
tion] has to look at a project
from the national perspec-
tive,” commented Anuj Saha,
president of Ascend Engineer-
ing, IWD’s consultant on the
recycling program. “How
does recharge work and effect
fractured bedrock?”

In water business, Lyons
reported that new chlorinator
equipment was installed at
the Foster Lake facility. Also
later this summer, Southern
California Edison will share

International Import Co.

VHS financials
reverse positive
trend

By J.P.Crumrine
Editor

Valley Health System’s
(VHS) positive improving
financial picture from last
month took on very dark
hues in April. Available cash
declined and most indica-
tors, such as discharges and
patient days, fell also. The
result was a $400,000 loss
in April, compared to the
$500,000 loss in March.

Interim Financial Officer
Kathleen Cain attributed
some of the negative results
to April having one less day
than March.

“April resulted in a $1.7
million decrease in cash,”
Cain reported. More cash
was needed because April
had five weeks and therefore
and extra week of check
disbursements.

But the lower cash level
resulted in days’ cash on
hand decreasing from 17 in
March to 13 in April.

Also, the record $15 mil-
lion collections that VHS
brought in last month could
not be repeated in April.
This month, collections were
$13.6 million, which was
even disappointing for what
had been anticipated.

While salaries, wages
and benefits declined, VHS
full-time equivalent usage
increased despite lower hos-
pital volumes. Hemet Valley
Administrator Mark Palmer
told the board some of the
extra staffing was necessary
because new nurses needed

orientation before starting
work on the hospital floors
or in departments.

The FTEs per patient day
have risen almost 15 percent
since January. At that time,
the ratio was at its nadir of
4.05 FTE per patient day and
is now 4.62. This completely
erases the decrease from Sep-
tember through January.

While the patient days
declined at both facilities,
they also saw an increase
in the length of stay,” Cain
said.

Uninsured patient days
continued to grow at the Me-
nifee Valley Medical Center
(MVMC). This is the third
consecutive month. For a
low of 66 new uninsured
patients in January, the level
rose to 111 in April, the
second highest month in the
past 12.

Since uninsured patient
days were relatively con-
stant at the Hemet Hospital
Cain would not attribute
the growth at Menifee to
the economy. However,
Rick Dicapo, the MVMC
administrator and others,
suggested the regulatory
problems with Southwest
hospital facilities may have
driven more patients north
to Menifee.

Total surgeries were also
down in April from the
preceding month yet remain
above the average for the
year.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.

the cost to improve the ef-
ficiency of IWD wells, Fern
Valley 1A and 2 and Well
no. 2. The SCE share will be
about $6,000.

During April, IWD pro-
duced nearly 7.7 million
gallons, 811,000 gallons more

Far East Gifts

LOCATED UPSTAIRS IN THE EORT

Clothing ¢ King or Queen Size Korean Blankets
Lamps e Oriental Art « Gourmet Foods Herbs . Import Gifts

than April 2009. But for the
first four months of 2010,
total production is still nearly
2.6 million (10.2 percent) less
than the comparable period
last year.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.com.

Door Beads
(951) 659-5066




