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The annual Idyllwild 5K & 10K Run and Fitness Walk took place through the streets
of Idyllwild last Saturday morning. Following the event was a pancake breakfast and
awards ceremony at Town Hall. Dozens of runners and walkers take off from the starting
line at 7:15 a.m. Proceeds benefit the Idyllwild School physical education department.
This year’s entries set a record.

Photo by Jenny Kirchner

Debate continues
without Emerson

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

he Pine Cove Prop-
erty Owners Asso-
ciation (PCPOA)

and the Idyllwild Town
Crier sponsored a civil and
spirited debate between
Democrat Justin Blake and
American Independent Matt
Monica at the Idyllwild
Fire Department on Friday
June 4. Republican candi-
date, Bill Emmerson (AD
63 Redlands), who had ac-
cepted the debate invitation,
cancelled fewer than three
hours before the debate
start. Blake, Monica and
Emmerson are contending
in the June 8 election for the
California Senate District
37 seat previously held by
current Fourth District Su-
pervisor John J. Benoit.

Democratic candidate Jus-
tin Blake and American
Independent candidate Matt
Monica shake hands after
their Idyllwild debate.

Photo by J.P. Crumrine

Emmerson had not previ-
ously agreed to publicly de-
bate Blake and Monica so his
acceptance of the Idyllwild
invitation was noteworthy.
His spokesperson said an
unexpected personal and
family problem occurred.

Although separated by
ideology and firmly held
positions, Blake and Monica
demonstrated that civil-
ity and cordiality still can
coexist in our prevailing
intemperate national con-
versation. Both were gra-
cious to each other and the
audience.

Debate moderators Doug
Yagaloff and Annamarie
Padula posed the questions
that PCPOA members and
Idyllwild Town Crier staff
prepared and chose several
questions which the audi-
ence submitted during the
debate.

Arizona’s recent and con-
troversial new immigration
law, SB1070, received a lot
of attention from both can-
didates. Blake said he did
not support it and that it

See Debate, page 23

Idyllwild Trailer
Park woes

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

nce again, the
Idyllwild Trailer Park
(ITP) is under the

county microscope for alleged
violations of county code.
Officials from Code Enforce-
ment (CE), Environmental
Health and Safety, Build-
ing and Safety, and County
Counsel met with residents
on Saturday, June 5 in the
ITP meeting room. Park own-
ers did not attend. County
representatives expressed con-
cern over park owner viola-
tions, including substandard
electrical wiring attached to
trees and other improper
connections, as well as resi-
dent violations that include
unpermitted room additions

and other construction that
does not meet county code
requirements.

Park Owner Violations
CE Director John Boyd
noted that chief among
county concerns were code
violations that raised issues
of public safety that po-
tentially endanger not only
park residents but the wider
Idyllwild community — im-
proper electrical wiring at-
tached to trees and otherwise
jerry-rigged in obvious con-
travention of code. Yet even
though the county inspected
the park in 2008, and noted
the prevalent improper wir-
ing and consequent potential
danger, current owner La
Cumbre Management has
See Trailer Park, page 22

Lost hiker does
the impossible

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter
of Valencia, a col-

I 2 lege student in San

Francisco, confounded Riv-
erside County Sheriff’s De-
partment (RCSD) searchers
and all search scenarios by
turning exhaustion into
a prodigious physical feat
and a curtailed hike into an
endurance marathon.

On Monday, May 31,
Wong and four friends began
hiking from Humber Park
to what searchers had been
led to believe was Tahquitz
Peak. That misinformation
proved costly to Wong. In
a June 7 interview, Ter-
rance Tringali, one of Wong’s

ichard Wong, 23,

hiker friends, said the group
had always intended to hike
to the summit of Mt. San
Jacinto. Around noon, a
mile below the Saddle, Wong
told his friends he was not
feeling well, was experienc-
ing extreme exhaustion and
was going to head back to
Humber Park. He never ar-
rived there.

Around 10:30 Monday
night, Wong’s friends re-
turned to Humber and re-
ported him missing. Early
morning on Tuesday, June
1, RCSD mobilized Riverside
Mountain Rescue Unit, who,
along with Desert Search
and Rescue and an RCSD
helicopter unit, began comb-
ing the area from the top

See Hiker, page 23
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News of record

Fire log

Hill fire stations respond-
ed to the following calls,
Monday to Sunday, May 31
to June 6:

Idyllwild Fire Department
and Ambulance

June 1 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

June 3 — False Alarm,
Tahquitz and Marian View
drives.

June 4 — Medical aid,
Temecula Drive, Idyllwild.

June 5 — Medical aid,
Ridgeview Drive, Idyllwild.

June 5 — Smoke de-
tector activation due to
malfunction, Pioneer Road,
Idyllwild.

June 5 — Medical aid,
Tahquitz Drive, Idyllwild.

Riverside County Fire,
Pine Cove
June 5 — False Alarm.
June 5 — Medical aid.

Riverside County Fire, Gar-
ner Valley

June 2 — Traffic colli-
sion, 74000 block of High-
way 74, Garner Valley.

June 2 — Traffic colli-
sion, 61000 block of High-
way 74, Garner Valley.

June 3— Ringing alarm,
57000 block of Michelle
Road, Garner Valley.

June 5 — Traffic colli-
sion, 53000 block of High-

way 243, ldyllwild.

June 6 — Medical aid,
52000 block of Morris
Ranch Road, Garner Val-

ley.

Riverside County Fire,
Pinyon

May 31 — Traffic colli-
sion, Vista Point and High-
way 74, Pinyon.

June 1 — Medical aid,
Mile Marker 74- 87 and
Highway 74, Pinyon.

June 3— Ringing alarm,
Mitchell Road, Anza.

June 5 — Hiker/Rescue,
Saw Mill Trail, Pinyon.

Riverside County Fire,
Anza

June 1 — Medical aid,
Highway 371 and Contreras
Road, Anza.

June 1 — Traffic col-
lision, Highway 371 and
Kirby Road, Anza.

June 1 — Vegetation fire,
Soboba and Gilman Springs
roads, San Jacinto.

June 2 — Traffic colli-
sion, Highway 74 and Ar-
lington Road, Garner Val-
ley.

June 2 — Medical Aid,
Highway 371 and Lake Riv-
erside Drive, Aguanga.

June 3— Ringing alarm,
Mitchell and Bohlen roads,
Anza.

June 4 — Vegetation
fire, Lake Skinner and Borel
Road, Sage.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

On May 25 in Riverside
County Superior Court, a
jury convicted Robert Dale
Richardson, 51, of Anza, of
felony assault with a deadly
weapon, using a firearm in the
commission of a felony and of

being a habitual offender.

The incident for which
Richardson was convicted
occurred on July 20, 2009 in
the 44700 block of Gold Creek
Lane in Aguanga. Sentencing
is scheduled for June 25.

Marshall Smith can be
reached at marshall@towncrier.
com.

Key pleads guilty

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

On April 22, Holly Augusta
Key, 22, of Anza pleaded guilty
to felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a controlled
substance. The Riverside Supe-
rior Court deferred judgment
on Key for a period of not less
than 18 months in order that
she can complete a drug diver-

sion program with Anderson
and Associates of Murrieta.

Key must complete the
program by Oct. 25 and
provide proof to the court
of satisfactory completion.
Should she fail to complete
the program as ordered, Key
would be sentenced accord-
ingly.

Marshall Smith can be
reached at marshall@towncrier.
com.

June 5 — Public service
assist, Valley Vista and Car-
gill lanes, Anza.

June 5 — Medical aid,
Burnt Valley Road and Pat-
rick Lane, Anza.

June 5 — Medical aid,
Highway 74 at the Pacific
Crest Trail, Anza.

CHP log

June 1 — Two-vehicle
traffic collision with no
injuries, Highway 371 west

of Kirby Road, Anza.

June 2 — Solo motor-
cycle collision, Highway 74
east of Strawberry Creek,
Riverside County.

June 5 — Two-vehicle
(motorcycle and pickup
truck) traffic collision with
two minor injuries, Highway
243 north of Highway 74,
Mountain Center.

Sheriff’s log

Nothing to report.

Check out our HOT Summer Deals!

palmsprings
mmmsubaru

& SUBARU.

2010 SUBARU

* All-Wheel Drive standard
* 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS

OUTBACK

2.5i Premium Package

$26,286

Buy for

$4 5 9 PER MONTH

$2,199 Down Payment
As low as

2 . 9% interest

for 63 months on
approved credit

* 6 standard airbags
* 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine

Stock #: 207204
Vin #: 373004
Model #: ADD

The Subaru Outback.
e Motor Trend's 2010 Sport/Utility of the Year™

2010 SUBARU

FORESTER

2.5X Special Edition

$21,659

Buy for

$3 7 9 PER MONTH

$1,999 Down Payment
As low as

2 . 9% interest

for 63 months on
approved credit

2010 SUBARU

LEGACY

2.5i Premium Package

$22,975

Buy for

$3 9 8 PER MONTH

$2,199 Down Payment
As low as

2 - 9% interest )

for 63 months on
approved credit

* Automatic

* 4-wheel ABS

* Subaru Boxer engine

¢ All-Wheel Drive standard

* Most award-winning small SUV

Stock #: 207195
Vin #: 789540
Model #: AFB

¢ All-Wheel Drive standard

* 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
® 6 standard airbags

® 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine

Stock #: 207159
Vin #: 210663
Model #: AAD

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Payments based on 10,000 miles/year. Total due at signing includes Customer down payment,

1st lease payment and may include $595 Acquisition Fee. Available through June 30, 2010.

Located in the Cathedral City Auto Center on Hwy 111 and Perez Road ¢ 67-925 East Palm Canyon

(760) 318-4700 = www.palmspringssubaru.com

Around 6:45 p.m. Saturday, a male on a Harley Davidson
motorcycle was traveling northbound on Highway 243 when
he allegedly crossed the double yellow line colliding with Shan-
non Carder of Lakewood, who was traveling southbound in
his 1984 Toyota pickup. Both occupants had minor injuries.
American Medical Response transported the motorcycle driver
to Hemet Valley Medical Center.

Photo by Jenny Kirchner

GRINER CONSTRUCTION

Terry Griner
General Building & Engineering Contractor

License# 530771 A&B

P.O. Box 1692 - Idyllwild, CA 92549

951-659-5660 Office

Idyllwild Weather

951-659-0053 Fax

From the National Weather Service

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
6/10 6/11 6/12 6/13 6/14
5 A4 f__',__?_,:”. f__',_?_,:”. 4 4 & A4
82/49 75/44 75/46 80/51 86/64
Mostly sunny, | Partly cloudy, | Partly cloudy | Sunny and Sunny skies,
windy. patchy fog in the morn- | clear. warmer.
overnight, ing, becom-
cooler. ing mostly
sunny.

Idyllwild this year
Date High Low M S

Idyllwild last year
High Low M S

5-31 na na 76 48
6-1 71 44 74 46
6-2 74 45 76 47
6-3 7 47 71 50 tr.
6-4 81 50 68 45
6-5 85 60 64 33
6-6 84 55 55 32

Moisture in inches Snow in inches

To date this season (Idy): 23.61
To date last season (ldy): 18.04
Total last season (ldy): 18.04
To date this season (PC): 30.92

and melted snow.

1-800-427-7623.

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m.
at the Idyllwild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are mea-
sured by resident George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture
inches include all precipitation such as rain, melted hail

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at

To date this season (Idy): 35.91
To date last season (Idy): 55.2
Total last season (Idy): 55.2
To date this season (PC): 72.5
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Outside Idyllwild

By Bruce Watts

Sometimes a great notion ...

Last week’s column titled “Lightening Bug” (|
was about getting your pack weight down to &
20 pounds or less. | wrote the column after
working with a local hiker, Rob Bowman, to get his pack
lightened up for an overnighter to Law’s Camp. Most of
the information | passed along was gleaned from reading
and talking directly to the PCT hikers.

A couple of years ago, | had a PCT hiker who took
every item out of his pack and weighed each individual
piece. He even weighed the batteries from his cell phone.
After he finished entering the weight of every item in a
notebook, | asked him to weigh the notebook and then
get rid of it because it was now the only item in his pack
that he did not need to carry.

So Saturday at work, in walks a PCT hiker with a 55-
pound pack. After talking for a few minutes, he told me
he must lighten his load and, of course, | agreed with him.
Rather than go through my usual spiel, | simply handed
him my column from last week’s Town Crier and told him
to read it and come back when he was ready to reduce
his pack weight. I may have to give myself a new title at
work; I am thinking of something on the line of “weight
reduction specialist” or WRS for short.

After my month plus of retail hibernation, | am finally
getting my personal life sorted out again. Many stories of
swiftly flowing creeks in the high country have begun to
filter into the shop from my local customers. I now find
myself in a familiar position — summer is here and | bet-
ter do something about it other than work my life away.

So, | have now decided that no matter how busy | am
I have to get myself and my camera outdoors at least once
a week. | recently purchased a new ultralight HD video
camera and | am anxious to use it for something other
than shooting my aquariums and pets. My project this

Idyllwild Businesses

Lemon Lily Walk
July 17 & 18 weekend

More than 1000
locals and visi-

tors will walk the
Lily Walk through
Idyllwild businesses
enjoying samples

of Lemon Lily foods
and Lemon Lily gifts.

Make

sure your
business is
on the walk!

Lemon Lily Festival

July 16,17, 18 2010
Idyliwild, <A

LemonlLilyFestival.com

It’s free to participate.
You get lots of advertising
and a steady flow of visitors for two days. Each
business contributes to the Walk by giving away
Lemon Lily samples and / or discounts to support
the Festival. These are examples of items already
being prepared (your items can be the same or
different) Lemon Lily Votive Candle, Lemon Lily
lemonade, Lemon Lily cookies, Lemon Lily smooth-
ies, Lemon Lily pizza, Lemon Lily sauerkraut, bars,
salsa and chips, scones, honey, nut bar, tea, post
cards, bookmarks, soap, incense.

For more information view the events tab
at www.lemonlilyfestival.com. To sign up,
send an e-mail to info@idy4u.com or call
Shelley at 951-659-3850. Deadline is 6/18.

year is to put together a video hiking guide for Idyllwild.
This gives me a good reason to hike all over hill and dale.
I plan to start with Deer Springs Trail this week. Hopefully
when you read this on Wednesday, | will be leaving my
cares behind on the trail.

Finally, on a personal note, | can not help mention-
ing the passing of former UCLA basketball Coach John
Wooden. Although he reached the pinnacle of basketball
greatness both as a player and a coach, his story is not
just about sports. To put it simply, John Wooden was one
of the great men of our generation, or any other for that
matter. It is fitting that his two favorite people in history
were Abraham Lincoln and Mother Teresa because he was
known for being both wise and compassionate.

What John Wooden did with his 99 years on this earth
was to set a personal standard of excellence so high that
he lifted all those who knew him, or knew of him, to a
higher level. He was never about winning or losing; he was
all about being the best you can be.

“Happiness begins where selfishness ends,” said John
Wooden. Rest in peace.

The Honeysuckle family is best known domestically in our area
by the climbing garden honeysuckle, a close relative of our na-
tive Hairy Honeysuckle(Lonicera hispidulavacillans). Itsloose
growth and sparse foliage do not make it a suitable vine for a
trellis, but it is quite attractive planted as it occurs in nature,
near the base of a shrub. It is coming into bloom now (June).

Photo courtesy of Harold Voorheis

This San Diego or Chaparral Honeysuckle (Lonicera subspicata
denudata) makes a sprawling ground cover the drip line of coast
live oaks, spreading to cover much of the ground in the shade
of the tree. Use it in small planters that cannot handle bigger
plants, give little afternoon shade, a little extra water, a rock or
two and a little redwood mulch.

Photo courtesy of Harold Voorheis

The Idyllwild School
PTA smARTS Project
thanks our many
donors and
volunteers for their
support of our
program
in its 8th
year.

With major support from:
Dinah Shore Foundation

and San Bernardino Counties

And gifts from people like you

Idyllwild Community Fund: Community Foundation Serving Riverside

Art Alliance of Idyllwild e Idyllwild Arts Academy
PTA Creative Arts Grant ® Café Aroma ® HUSD Board Award 09
Rotary Anns ¢ Lions Club ® Pine Cove Property Owners

THANK YOU!
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Community calendar

For the Idyllwild Arts &
Entertainment Calendar, see
“On the Town,” on page 16.

Wednesday, June 9

* ldyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-9
a.m. American Legion Post 800,
54360 Marion View Dr.

+ Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

» Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

+ La Leche League, 10 a.m. Call
659-8321

*» Pine Cove Water District, 10
a.m. PCWD, 24917 Marion Ridge
Rd., Pine Cove.

« Community Church Guild,
noon, church, 54400 North Circle
Dr.

* Lemon Lily Festival Volunteer
Organization Meeting, 1 p.m.,
Nature Center, 25225 Hwy. 243

» Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
6 p.m. Spiritual Living Center,
Idyllwild Religious Science, wom-
en only, 54423 Village Center Dr.,
Strawberry Creek Square.

* Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St.
Call 659-2523.

+ Mountain Disaster Prepared-
ness board meeting, 6-7:30 p.m.
Creekstone Inn 54950 Pine Crest
Ave.

« “Calling in the Divine Femi-
nine” with Celeste Mann, 6-8 p.m.
Chakra Shack, 54750 North Circl
Dr., Unit A.

* Business Improvement Dis-
trict meeting with speaker from
the Palm Springs Desert Resourt
Communities Convention and
Visitors Authority, 6:30 p.m. Caine
Learning Center, 54385 Pine Crest
Ave.

+ Codependents Anonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spritual Living
Center, 54423 Village Center Dr.

Thursday, June 10
* ldyllwild Business Roundta-
ble, 8 a.m. Caine Learning Center,
54385 Pine Crest Ave.

* MEMSCOMM, 9 am.
Mountain Resource Center, 25380
Franklin Dr.

o Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. Mile-
High Fitness, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr.

«» Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

+ Lemon Lily Festival planning
meeting, 1 p.m. Idyllwild Nature
Center, 25225 Hwy. 243.

o ldyllwild Community Rec-
reation Council, 5:30 p.m. IWD
board room, 25945 Highway 243.

+ Mile High Radio club, 6:30
p.m. Idyllwild Fire Station, 54160
Maranatha Dr.

* RACES, 6:30 p.m. Idyllwild
Fire Station, 54160 Maranatha
Dr.

» Narcotics Anonymous,
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Science,
54423 Village Center Dr.

Friday, June 11

+ Baby Play Group, 10:30 a.m.
Call Debbhi Geisinger, 659-8710 or
(951) 966-1094.

+ County Supervisor Jeff Stone,
noon- 2 p.m., ldyllwild Fire Sta-
tion, 54160 Maranatha Dr., Call
1-866-383-2203 for apt.

« Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30 p.m.
Idyllwild Community Preshyte-
rian Church, Manse-Alcove, Fel-
lowship Hall, 54400 North Circle
Dr.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meeting 7-9
p.m. Former Morning Sky School,
29375 Hwy 243, Mountain Cen-
ter. Child care available. Call 659-
0097 for information.

* “Inner Journey to Self” work-
shop with Celeste Mann, 7-9 p.m.
The Chakra Shack, 54750 North
Circle Dr., Unit A.

Saturday, June 12
« Summer Work Experience
Program Application and Ori-
entation Meeting, 10 a.m. Town

Exquisite Art

Jukeboxes to Pin Ball

the U.S.”

Idyll Beast.

This Summer Have Some Fun!

While Downtoewn Closes up at
5 p.m., Uptewn is just getting started

Acorn Gallery & Give Shop Fine Photography,

Café Aroma Fun Dining, Live Music, Where Adults Play
The Creek House Fine Dining, Live Music, Full Bar

Creekstone Inn Perfect for Reunions, Spas to Fireplaces
Fern Valley Emporium Antiques to

Fern Village Chalets Motel
Inexpensive and on the Creek
Bubba’s Books “Cheapest Bookstore in

The Cave Get your picture taken with the

Hall, 25925 Cedar St.

« Stand in Silent Vigil for
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence,
noon. Town center at “Girl Read-
ing” monument. Call 659-2718.

» Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 7:30
p.m. Community Presbyterian
Church, Fellowship Hall, 54400
North Circle Dr.

* Girls’ Goddess Group, 1-2:30
p.m.; Yoga with Trine, 2:30-4 p.m.
The Chakra Shack, 54750 North
Circle Dr., Unit A.

Sunday, June 13

* Zen Meditation Group, 9
a.m.-4 p.m. Call 659-2253.

* Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.
Spiritual Living Center, Idyllwild
Religious Science, 54423 Village
Center Drive, Strawberry Creek
Square.

o Idyllwild Writer's Guild, 3
p.m. 25685 Big Pine St., Cedar
Glen. Call 659-0130.

« Alcoholics Anonymous,
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. ldyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m,,
Rancho Encino Mountain Club,
45915 Orchard Road, Poppet Flat,
across from CalFire Station 63.

Monday, June 14

* Associates of Idyllwild Arts,
10 a.m. Wilson classroom, 52500
Temecula Dr.

« Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon & 7:30 p.m., Spiritual Living
Center, 54423 Village Center Dr.

« Community Arts Network,
informal brainstorming sessions,
4-5 p.m. Idyllwild Tea Company,
54241 Ridgeview Dr.

« Idyllwild Francophonie (flu-
ent-French speakers), 6:30 p.m.
Mountain  Restaurant, 26290
Highway 243. RSVP to Francoise
Frigola at 659-4146.

YV VA VA VYV VA VA VA Ve VO
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 Pinyon Communities Coun-
cil, 7 p.m. Pinyon Fire Station,
70080 Highway 74, Pinyon.

Tuesday, June 15

* Zen Meditation Group, 7
am. &7 p.m. Call 659-2253.

» Camp Alandale’s Friends 4
Orphans, 10 am. 25420 Lodge
Rd.,

* Greater Idyllwild Christmas
Tree Lighting Organization Meet-
ing, 8:30 am., Muirs Mountain
Realty, 26115 Hwy. 243.

« Fit After Fifty, 11 am. Mile-
High Fitness, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr.

* International Healing
Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m. Shi-
loh Christian Ministries, 54960
Pine Crest Ave.

« Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; AA
Open Meeting & Big Book Study,
6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living Center,
Idyllwild Religious Science, 54423
Village Center Dr., Strawberry
Creek Square.

« Cancer Self-help Group, 5:30
p.m. Call 659-6262.

« Tai Chi practice group (free),
6-6:40 p.m. Quiet Creek Inn,
26345 Delano Dr. Park on Four
Chemneys St.

* Beginning Belly Dancing
with Raye, 6-7 p.m. The Chakra
Shack, 54750 North Circle Dr.,
UnitA.

* Hemet Unified School Dis-
trict board meeting, 6:30 p.m.
HUSD offices, 1791 W. Acacia
Ave., Hemet.

¢ Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step Study meeting,
6:30-8 p.m. Former Morning Sky
School, 29375 Hwy. 243, Moun-
tain Center. Call 659-0097 for in-
formation.

* |dyllwild Right to Life, 7 p.m.
Call 659-5228.

K Serving Idyllwild for over 30 years <
- Residential - Commercial
I All Types of Fencing {
t} Including: 4
X /

W

Chain link, Wood, Vinyl and Iron : .

Wide Variety of On-Site Materials \
Available for Do-It-Yourselfers «

5

Family owned s
business dedicated to
(uality and customer service_
Lic. # 91546 7

Call Today 951.926.8148

e-mail: hemetfence@yahoo.com
25959 Juniper Flats Rd., Homeland

o ldyllwild  Water  District
board meeting, 7 p.m. IWD board
room, 25945 Highway 243.

Wednesday, June 16

* ldyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-9
a.m. American Legion Post 800,
54360 Marion View Dr.

 Town Crier News Meeting,

public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

* Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

+ Garner Valley Book Club,
10:30 a.m. Call 659-6049 for loca-

tion.
+ Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal

Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr,;
6 p.m. Spiritual Living Center,
Idyllwild Religious Science, wom-
en only, 54423 Village Center Dr.,
Strawberry Creek Square.

* Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St.
Call 659-2523.

« “Calling in the Divine Femi-
nine” with Celeste Mann, 6-8 p.m.
Chakra Shack, 54750 North Circl
Dr., UnitA.

* Business Improvement Dis-
trict meeting with speakers from
Riverside  County explaining
county involvement in the pro-
cess, 6:30 p.m. Caine Learning
Center, 54385 Pine Crest Ave.

+ Codependents Anonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spritual Living
Center, 54423 Village Center Dr.

Community service hours

+ California Department of
Forestry (bark beetle issues),
8 am.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Mountain Resource Center 25380
Franklin Dr., 659-3335.

* ldyllwild HELP Center, 26330
Highway 243, 9 am.-noon & 1-3
p.m. Tuesday-Friday. 659-2110.

o Idyllwild Area Historical
Museum, 54470 North Circle Dr.,
11 am.-4 p.m. Saturday & Sun-
day. Group tours by appointment.
659-2717.

« ldyllwild Library, 54185 Pine
Crest Ave., 10a.m.-6 p.m. Monday
& Friday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Wednes-
day, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 659-
2300.

o ldyllwild  Nature Center,
25225 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-4:30
p.m. Tuesday-Sunday. 659-3850.

+ Idyllwild Skate Park, Idyllwild
Pines Camp, 26375 Highway 243,
2:30 p.m.-dusk Wednesday &
Thursday; 1:30 p.m.-dusk Friday;
noon-dusk weekends.

o ldyllwild Transfer Station,
28100 Saunders Meadow Rd, 8
am.-4:30 p.m. Thursday-Mon-
day; Grinding Facility, 8 a.m.-
noon & 1-4 p.m. Monday-Friday;
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.

Go to www.ldyllwildPharmacy.com (o save
with our monthly specials, refill prescriptions and
find out more about your neighborhood store.
Now Selling Jazz in the Pines Tickets!

54391 Village Center Dr. ¢ (951) 659-2135

“She walks in beauty, like the night ...” — Lord Byron

Summer Poetry Readings

Higher Grounds Coffee House
Friday, June 18, 7-9 p.m.
Hosted by local writer Jenna Hunt

Please keep all of the poems family-friendly for
our younger ears in the audience. We encourage
original poetry, but all poems are welcome.

Future Poetry Readings will be held
in July and August.
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Obituary

Aleen Agranowitz,

Aleen Agranowitz, a noted speech
pathologist, passed away peacefully at
her home in Long Beach on May 10
surrounded by her family. She was 94. ;
She was a part-time Idyllwild resident isad
and founder of Speech and Language
Development Center, which established
Morning Sky School here on the Hill in
1979.

In 1955, Dr. Agranowitz co-founded
a speech clinic. Her home served as the
original clinic which became the Speech
and Language Development Center
(SLDC) in Buena Park, Calif. She led the
school as the Chief Executive Officer and
served as Chief Advancement Officer until
April 2010. In addition, she continued her practice as a
speech pathologist.

Dr. Agranowitz was born Aleen Crittsinger on June
16, 1915, in Waterbury, Conn. She was the only child
of Edith and Lewis Crittsinger and was raised in Mas-
sachusetts and New Hampshire. Dr. Agranowitz graduated
in 1938 from Worcester State Teachers College. In 1972,
she graduated from the University of Southern California
(USC) with a Master’s degree in Speech Pathology and,
in 1987, she earned her Doctorate in Education from
the University of La Verne.

Her interest in language and special education prob-
lems began when she worked with adult aphasics at the
Bethesda Naval Hospital near Washington, D.C. during
her service in the U.S. Navy. Aleen was a Naval officer
from 1943 through 1947.

She came West to study under Dr. J.M. Nielsen, a
neurologist who was a leading authority on aphasia,
and to work with brain injured WWII veterans at the
Veterans Hospital in Van Nuys, Calif. When the hos-
pital moved to Long Beach, Dr. Agranowitz was made
Director of the Aphasia Clinic. She married a former
patient, Aaron Agranowitz, in 1951. She resigned from
the Veteran’s Hospital to raise her family in Long Beach
where she ultimately began the clinic for children with
special needs.

Although, the clinic began with three children with
special needs, today SLDC serves over 300 children and
young adults diagnosed with disabilities in the areas of

Grinding facility now open on Saturday

The Idyllwild green waste grinding facility is now open
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Saturday.

The grinding facility is a service offered to Riverside
County residents for trees and other green waste. The
facility is also open weekdays from 8 a.m. to noon and
1to 4 p.m.

The Idyllwild Grinding Facility is located a half-mile
southwest of the Idyllwild Transfer Station. The transfer
station is located at 28100 Saunders Meadow Road in
Idyllwild. For more information, contact Riverside County
Waste Management Department at (951) 486-3200 or
visit http://www.rivcowm.org/landfill_info/landfill_hours.
html.

Ed. D., CCC, SLP,

language, learning and behavior. More than
70 percent of the students have a diagnosis
of autism. Over 45 public school districts
A and Regional Centers in Los Angeles, San
ko Bernardino, Riverside and Orange counties
-« refer their students to SLDC. Parents have
traveled from as far away as Ireland to have
their son or daughter attend SLDC.
Today, SLDC has grown into one of the
largest, state certified, non-public, special
education schools in California.

Especially dear to Aleen’s heart were
the children, families and staff of SLDC
as well as the Adult Aphasia program that
she began and met with weekly for the
past 30 years.

Under Dr. Agranowitz’s leadership, SLDC has operated
two other programs. In addition to Morning Sky, which
existed for 29 years as a residential and school program
for boys 11 to 18 years here in Mountain Center, there
also was Daybreak, two group homes in Placentia, Calif.,
which served and provided a stable home for 12 severely
disabled adults for 19 years.

SLDC also has a sister school in Hermosillo, Sonora
Mexico, the Instituto Angel de la Guarda, which Dr.
Agranowitz and the staff of SLDC helped to found in
1968. A close connection with this school continues
today. The Instituto serves more than 150 children and
young adults. SLDC staff members continue to visit
the Instituto and evaluate students twice each year, and
provide professional development for teachers and par-
ents.

“Aleen’s intelligence, wit and charisma were quite amaz-
ing,” said Patty Bauman, president of the SLDC Board
of Directors. “Her ability to speak extemporaneously
was a gift that few possess, and her memory was quite
unbelievable. The skill and caring that Aleen showed as
a therapist set the standard for what SLDC is today.”

Aleen is survived by her children, Sara, David and Joel,
three grandchildren; and her beloved dog, Boomer. Sara
Jones, along with husband E.C. and son Michael live in
Long Beach; David and Santy Agranowitz with daughter
Natalia and son Gabriel live in Idyllwild and Buena Park;
and Joel and Janet Agranowitz live in Orange. All will
miss her zest for life.

Celebration of life
Clifford G. Dorn Jr.

A celebration of Clifford
Dorn’s life will be held from
2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, June
19, 2010 at his home at
“Trail’s End,” 32235 Morris
Ranch Road, Garner Val-
ley. The celebration will be
potluck style for all of his
family and friends. Seating
is limited, so bring a chair
if desired.

S/

Family Operated

Lic.#FD 833

N\

HEMET VALLEY MORTUARY [

Dignified = Caring = Professional

e Complete Funeral Arrangements and Cremation Services
e Pre-Arrangement Counseling
e Out-Of-Town Arrangements
e Riverside National Cemetery

Finer Service At Lower Cost
403 N. San Jacinto St. (951) 658-4433 « Hemet, Calif. 92543

Matthew & Vicki McWane

Well-Qualified Subaru Motors
Finance Buyers Get as Low As . ..

9%

LULUE]
Percentage
Rate Long Term

FINANCING

on New 2010 Subarus - Length of
Term and Rate Varies with Model -
Give Us a Call for Full Details

A

The Subary Outback:
Motor Trend’s

2010 Sport/Utility
of the Year

New
2010
Subaru
Out.back

Model ADA
6844/A1366005
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE plus

» Factory Air Conditioning
» Power Windows
» Power Door Locks + Roof Rack
» ABS Brakes « Front and Side Air Bags

22,974 :

» Vehicle Dynamics Control
+ Multi-Speaker Stereo/CD

Sale
Price ..

7

New 2010 Subaru
Impreza2.5i Sean

Model AJA
6870/AG513695

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE plus
« Factory Air Conditioning
« Power Windows

« Power Door Locks * Vehicle Dynamics

« Multi-Speaker Stereo/CD Control and Much More!

516493

» Front and Side Curtain
Air Bags

One at
This
Exact
Price

Sale
Price

Prices and special offers good June 10-16, 2010. Vehicles subject to prior sale. All
advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any
dealer document preparation charge and any emission testing charge. Sales tax and
lic. based on Sale Price. Crier

SUBARU
of San Bernardino

Visit Our Website - www.subarusanberdoo.com

1790 South “E” Street

0000000000000
0 0 A
00I000I000IC00Ioob0OI0

Call (909) 888-8686
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Initial thoughts

I hope your father is doing better. It was
a great disappointment when you canceled
your appearance at the Senate District 37
debate Friday evening.

\ While this letter will not appear until

i after election day, that’s good timing because

it's not about the election. It’s about being a
representative of all people in your district.

Idyllwild is a small community, less than 4,000 perma-
nent residents — not exactly a rich vein of voters. But this
community cares about its elected officials and turns out to
vote in high percentages. Being so elevated gives us a dif-
ferent perspective than many of your other constituents.

Interestingly all of the other elected officials have found
time to visit Idyllwild and listen to our residents. You may
have practiced dentistry here, but significant turnover has
occurred during the intervening years. Most of us only
know Dr. Dunn and Dr. Dunn and are very happy with
them.

The former Senate incumbent — Supervisor John J.
Benoit — of the seat your seeking, and | assume have now
won, frequently came to the Hill. Sometimes those were
official visits and sometimes he came simply to enjoy one
of our special events.

Russ Bogh, the candidate whom both you and Benoit
defeated in Republican primaries, has ventured up the
winding Highway 243 to share his views and talk several
times with locals about life 25 miles from a traffic light.

Assemblyman Brian Nestande, unopposed in the general
election, found time to come and talk with the Hill com-
munities before the election.

The county’s five supervisors are able to work together
and solve problems more effectively than the squabbling,
bickering, partisan state legislature. Perhaps their willingness
to spend time outside the office helps them understand
their constituents’ plight. The 3rd District’s supervisor is
Jeff Stone, whom you didn’t support as a future senate
colleague.

Most people here had no idea who this Temecula phar-
macist was and what he could do for us before his election.
Now they know and embrace him. It’s not because of the
tens of thousands of dollars he has brought to Idyllwild.
He’s a friend because he cares and shows it. He comes
here monthly to meet with anyone who schedules an ap-
pointment. He listens, takes notes and assigns staff to find
a solution.

But it’s not just county pols who know how to drive
mountain roads. Our Congresswoman, Mary Bono Mack,
a Republican like you, comes to the Hill several times a
year.

Saturday, she spoke at both the Idyllwild Arts com-
mencement and the Keenwild Helibase dedication. She
helped secure the funds for its renovation. As she told the
gathering, her job is to help before an emergency occurs.

If you don't have time to visit, to listen or discourse
with our residents, how can we expect you to help us? We
live in a fire prone area. Wildland fires, not structure fires,
threaten our community every year. Will you know how to
explain to your colleagues how the regulations, protecting
air quality in the flatlands, stifle winter controlled burns
on the Hill?

Do you know that the $11 billion water bond has
minimal affect here because our water districts rely almost
exclusively on groundwater and local streams, not the
Sacramento Delta or Colorado River. Yet, Idyllwild Water
District has to go to the federal government for funds to
construct a pilot recycling plant.

While you're balancing the state budget, what are you
doing about the lawsuit over state education funding, to
which our local school district — Hemet Unified — is a
plaintiff.

So good luck Senator-elect. Let us know when you'll
be in Idyllwild. We will tell people and local groups who
really would like to meet you and share their views.

J.P, Editor

Readers
write

Editorials, letters to the editor, guest editorials and car-
toons reflect the opinions of the authors and not neces-
sarily the Town Crier or Tindle Publications.

Offensive jokes
aren’t funny

Editor:

It is disturbing that the
point of the recent “Joke of
the Week” was to reinforce
the negative stereotype of
the “money-loving Jew”
— just as it would be for any
race, religion, persuasion of
any kind to be mischarac-
terized and mocked in this
way.

Judy Schonebaum
Idyllwild

In re: In re:
“Neatness”

Editor:

| see that | have created
controversy again where |
didn’t mean to. All | wanted
was for Idyllwild to put
forth a clean, shining bright
face for those of us who live
here and for visitors to the
Hill.

| was amazed to see that
Kim wants me to do what
she will not: speak to her
directly. I did not call Code
Enforcement. If she had
asked, | would have told her
[that | didn’t call them]. |
never even thought of it.

This is a community dis-
agreement with no need for
outsiders. | know that Code
Enforcement is in town a
lot though, especially at
her neighbors, the Idyllwild
Trailer Park. Maybe they
saw something they didn’t
like when they were going
in and out past her place.

I went back and looked
at my letter to find out what
could have caused her to run
on so long. Had she read
my letter thoroughly, she
would have realized that |
made twice as many posi-
tive statements as negative
ones (12 to six), followed
by simple solutions.

Then | read her letter
again. She accused me of
doing something | did not
and threatened to punish
us all for this. I am dis-
tressed that it has gotten to
this point. She admitted to
encroaching on her fellow
businesses’ parking spaces
and | now realize that she
might have been using the
handicapped space only a
day or two when she was
getting settled. Since my
mother used a wheelchair, |
know how important handi-

Mr. Funny Guy

by Chris Fisher

capped spaces are to those
who need them.

Yes, other businesses do
place merchandise in front
of their doors. In every case,
they have brightly colored,
clean, lovely, enticing items
displayed. 1 wish Kim would
do the same.

I would like to discuss this
with her face to face but I
truly feel that by simply stat-
ing observations, | would get
run over by personal invec-

tive as | have in the past. I'm
not a creative writer as many
folks are, but just describe
what I see. I'm very sorry she
believes these horrible things
about me and I'm sorry for
her personal tragedies. | do
not know Kim and therefore
can have no opinions about
her character. All | really
wanted was for her to tidy
up a bit.
Nancy Borchers
Pine Cove

Matter of fact

In our June 3 edition, we reported that new Idyllwild
Postmaster Kelly Gates would host a dinner at Town
Hall following her July 23 swearing-in. Both events
are by invitation only. The Town Crier regrets the
implication that the function would be open to all.

com).

How to get a letter published

The Town Crier welcomes letters reflecting all
opinions. Letters should be concise and to the point.
They should be no longer than 400 words. Letters
must be typewritten, double-spaced and in upper/
lower case (not in all caps). Letters must be signed
(unless e-mailed) and must be identified with the
writer’s name, address and weekday phone number.

Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be accepted.
Letters of thanks are not accepted. A special adver-
tising rate is available for thank-you letters. Political
letters cost 10 cents per word.

We reserve the right to reject or edit letters for
length, taste, clarity or frequency of submission. Let-
ters do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Town
Crier staff. Letters may be submitted in person, by
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.




Idyllwild Town Crier, June 10, 2010 - Page 7

Youth talk

by Jenny Kirchner, Staff Photographer
What's been your favorite thing about this
school year?

Emma Johnston, 7
Grade 2
“Was last Thursday, | went
to the swimming party and
it was so fun.”

Jenah Arnett, 6
Grade 1
“It is when | do math.”

Chayton Kenyon, 7
Grade 2
“The favorite thing about
the school year is we had a
nice teacher, Mrs. Chavez.”

Pierce Pramuka, 8
Grade 2
“My favorite thing is pet day
and the accelerated reader
test.”

Idyllwild Scholarship Fund

The Idyllwild Scholarship Committee would like to
applaud the community for its wonderful generosity. Lo-
cal businesses, organizations and many indivduals raised
$13,000 this spring for the Idyllwild Scholarship Fund.
Recently, the 12-member committee held interviews,
deliberated, and made decisions regarding dispersement
of the funds. In order to qualify, students had to have
at least a 3.0 GPA, live in Idyllwild, and be planning
to further their education at a two or four year college
upon high school graduation. Students will learn of their
scholarship awards at their respective high school award
ceremonies. The committee was impressed, as always,
with the caliber of the candidates, and our community
can certainly be proud of these young people.

Strange but true
If you wanted to dig to the center of the earth,
you'd have to go down about 4,000 miles.

STUMP

GRINDING

Dave Sandlin
(951) 659-3528

7 HOW MUCH IS
THIS CHoCOLATE
A U BAR? A
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WONDER WHY THE
ECoNoMic RECOVERY
IS GOING SO SLOW.

Off the main roads

By Les Walker, RMRU member

Devices help, common sense is best...

.
A\

- , L
Visits to wild places are often deeply .\ oD i
rewarding. But these adventures also en- ",z;::

tail risks that can occasionally prove life M{/
threatening, even for the most experienced e
outdoors people. New technology offers

help, but not prevention.

Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs), available for use
in the United States since 2003, provide a powerful
safety net for wilderness travelers.

A PLB is a portable transmitter capable of send-
ing out a personalized emergency distress signal to a
network of orbiting military satellites. These satellites
then relay your information to search-and-rescue teams,
such as the Riverside Mountain Rescue Unit (RMRU),
anywhere in the world.

This is a great tool if used correctly. But search and
rescue teams around the U.S. are finding them being
used for trivial reasons, as the following incident, writ-
ten up in an Associated Press story, tells.

Two men and their teenage sons recently tackled
one of the world’s most difficult summertime hikes
— the Grand Canyon’s parched and searing Royal Arch
Loop. With their bedding and food, the inexperienced
backpackers also packed a PLB.“Yuppie 911" is now the
phrase used for these devices.

Three times in three days, the hikers summoned
help — mobilizing helicopters for dangerous, lifesav-
ing rescues inside the canyon’s steep walls. The hikers
used their PLB to summon a helicopter rescue after
running out of water; but they insisted on continuing
rather than being lifted out.

After finishing their own water, the only water they
could find “tasted salty.”

Search and rescue teams are finding out that these
new devices give hikers overconfidence that help is
nearby. They sense help is just a button push away
— and thus risk the lives of others because of their
inability to know when they are well beyond their own
safety level.

Another example occurred in Oregon. Last winter,
eight climbers attempted to reach the summit of Mount
Hood. When trouble began — a snowstorm in which
they became stranded, they called for help.

Officials have begun to question whether individuals
would have taken this kind of risk in the absence of the
PLB “security blanket.” Would those hikers have gone
up the mountain knowing the weather was worsening
if they had not been able to take the beacons?

The message is: Don't let these new devices remove
the self-sufficiency that’s required in the backcountry.
They should only be used when an emergency occurs.
Plan your backcountry adventure as if you're not taking
a PLB, check the weather, know the area, and don’t go
beyond your ability.

These devices do save lives when used properly, such
as here last winter. In December 2009, RMRU received
a call to locate and to extract a lost hiker. This person’s
PLB had been activated and carried medical information.
The hiker was stranded in a rainstorm on the Pacific
Crest Trail. He was experiencing seizures and had no
medication.

RMRU responded to the signal’s location. We found
the hiker in a hypothermic state and just coming out
of a seizure. RMRU got him to the hospital where doc-
tors said the PLB and RMRU saved his life. This hiker
would probably not of made it if he had not used the
PLB to get help.

The best advice that can be given with all this new
technology available is: Always prepare your adventure
as if you did not have any of these new toys. Common
sense is the best device! To donate to RMRU, go to
WWW.rmru.org.

HUSD registering new students

Hemet Unified School District is currently registering
all students in grades K-12, new to the district, for the
2010-11 school year. Its Centralized Registration Office,
located at 2085 W. Acacia Avenue in Hemet, will be open
all summer and parents are encouraged to complete the
registration process early. School will start on Aug. 23,
2010. Call (951) 765-5100 ext. 3580 for additional infor-
mation.

C‘l;!hnoy Sweey
Steve Zaceardi
(951) 659-2269

(951) 313-7710 e
Hill Resident

A

N

Ouality Handyman Service

Youth employment orientation Saturday

There will be an application and orientation meeting
for the Summer Work Experience Program (SWEP) for
youth and parents at 10 a.m. Saturday, June 12 at Town
Hall. All youth who have already applied for the program,
and those still wanting to apply, along with a parent,
should attend the meeting.

x Town Hall

CALLING ALL SENIORS! |

Sign up NOW for Town Hall’s
“50 and Over Softball League”

Also, come join our

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP
at Town Hall. Mon.-Fri., 8:30am-5:30pm.
Pre-Kinder.-6th grade.

Field trips, pool days, cooking, arts & crafts.
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Business improvement district
meetings continue

Meredith said that once
Main Street BID participants
could see how their money
was being spent and how
effective it was to aggregate
those funds, BID objections

Only in Idyllwild

“l was participating in a yard sale over Memorial Day
weekend with some friends and neighbors. We were trying
to downsize my husband’s collection of books and records.
A local gentleman was looking through the books and in
the first volume of a set, he found an envelope with over
$400 in $20 bills and a notation indicating that my husband
had placed it there in 1986 (apparently for safekeeping).
He brought the envelope over to our payment table say-
ing, “You probably would like this” and handed it to me.
I was so stunned that I did not get the gentleman’s name
but my husband would very much like to thank him.”

Convention and Visitors
Authority (CVA), of which
many local businesses are
members through IBRT ini-
tiative, will speak about its
process of formation and

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

downtown Palm Springs BID
echoed Ferguson. “The best
way [to promote area busi-
ness] is to pool the money
together [through a BID]
because individually you

Doug Yagaloff, Judy Be-
gin, Bryan Tallent, Larry and
Pam Allen, Gary Budnick

and other Idyllwild Busi-
ness Roundtable (IBRT)
participants have said they
came together to help their
respective businesses survive
a deteriorating economy and
to contribute to the com-
mon good of invigorating
Idyllwild’s business climate.

The latest project, an
exploration of the merits
and attendant challenges for
Idyllwild’s becoming a Busi-
ness Improvement District
(BID), intends to inform
the community about the
process. The series of public
meetings features leaders
from neighboring BID’s and
county representatives.

On Wednesday, May 19
Temecula Valley Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau
Chairman Dennis Ferguson
told attendees, “You have to
do this if you are going to
compete in destination mar-
keting,” because funds from
state, county, and municipal
agencies to assist with pro-
moting tourism are drying
up.
On Thursday May 27, Joy
Meredith, president of Main
Street Palm Springs, the

Lodging
Directory of Idyllwild

can't do much good,” she
said.

Meredith’s business is one
of the smaller members of
the Main Street BID, and
she touted the advantage of
being promoted on an equal
footing with much larger
players. “It was important
to me that everyone was
on a level playing field,”
she said. “It's empowering
for businesses to see they're
not alone. This is a tough
economy and working to-
gether gives you power. What
could 1 do alone with my
$300 [yearly assessment]?
That wouldn’t even buy me
a decent ad.”

Objections generally
raised about BIDs are about
how assessments are levied,
are they fair, and are they
based in part on the likely
benefit to the specific par-
ticipating business. Speak-
ers from Temecula, where
assessments are based on a
two, recently raised to four
percent pass-through per
night lodging charge, said
end users had voiced no
objections in the five years
the BID has been in place.

dropped away.

Meredith spoke encourag-
ingly about how a BID can
integrate and bring a busi-
ness community together.
“It’s all about community,”
she stressed. “You want your
neighbors to prosper.” Look-
ing out at her audience,
Meredith spoke about the
Idyllwild she and her hus-
band have visited often and
come to love. “There’s a
vibe and a lightness about
this place that you have to
let people know about,” she
said. “But you have to have
money to do that”

IBRT facilitator Doug
Yagaloff and participant
Brent Miller put together
four explanatory meetings
to present the BID con-
cept and give local business
owners a chance to attend,
ask questions, and become
better informed about the
benefits and responsibilities
of Idyllwild’s forming a BID
in an effort to invigorate an
increasingly cash-strapped
economy.

At 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
June 9, the Palm Springs
Desert Resort Communities

The Fireside Inn & Cabins e Fireplaces,
TV/DVD players, pets welcome e 1-877-797-3473
54540 North Circle Dr. « www.thefireside-inn.com

Alhatti Private Christian Resort

A private Christian setting = Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 = (951) 659-2066 = www.alhatti.com

its $7 million plus yearly
budget. Among issues to
be addressed are the many
ways assessments can be lev-
ied. BID’s are often funded
through “pass-through” as-
sessments levied on end
users, not business owners.
Municipalities or counties
collect the assessments. Lo-
cally elected boards, often
with hired professional man-
agement, spend the funds to
promote tourism and im-
prove local business health.

IBRT urges local busi-
ness owners, especially those
who may have negative pre-
conceptions about BIDs, to
attend and ask questions.
Referring to her own experi-
ence in helping form Main
Street Palm Springs BID,
Meredith said, “I'm glad to
have the opposition [speak].
It's an opportunity to address
those points.”

On Wednesday, June 24,
IBRT presents the last of the
four BID meetings at which
the county will talk about its
involvement in the process

Marshall Smith can be reached
at marshall@towncrier.com.

Wilder Cabins-on Strawberry Creek
Kitchens e Cable e Transportation to Trailheads  Pets Welcome.
54550 So. Circle Dr. ® 659-2926 = www.wildercabins.com

The Bluebird Cottage Inn
on 3 ac. « www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com  Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 = (951) 659-2696

Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals
Quality Cabins = Creekside = Fireplaces = Pet Friendly
26345 Delano Dr.ewww.quietcreekinn.com=800-450-6110

Edelweiss Lodge - www.1cabinu.com
Romantic cabins = Kitchens = Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

Check out our Lodging Directory
Web site at www.towncrier.com

Barbara Richmond
Idyliwild

“Only in Idyllwild” may be sent one of four ways: e-mail

Churches and
Centers Directory

of Idyllwild

RS
RI¥F 2

to beth@towncrier.com, call 659-2145, Ext. 17, fax to 659-
2071 or drop off at the office, 54295 Village Center Drive.

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fellowship
Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer.

Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 9:30am plus Weekly

Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038. On Hwy 243 at Idyllwild
Pines Camp, directly across from Idyliwild School.

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school,
10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m.
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to
the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

—

Community Presbyterian Church
54400 N. Circle Dr. 659-2935 ¢ Rev. Richard Olson

Sunday Worship — 9:30 a.m.
Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~

Child care available « Wednesday: Men's Breakfast — 6:15 a.m.

e

~E—

Idyllwild Bible Church
25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott.
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship.
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.

Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.
Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday
Call Church Office for Information. 659-4775

Queen of Angels Roman Catholic Church

54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA
Father Charles E. Miller
Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.;
Sat. 5 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m,;
Confession: Sat. 4:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

[« ¢ e
Spiritual Living Center
Idyllwild Religious Science
54423 Village Center Dr., Ste. 5 on lower floor. 659-3464.
Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday service, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.;
Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays.

Shiloh Christian Ministries

~ FULL GOSPEL ~
54968 Upper Pine Crest
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416
Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm
International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild
First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561
Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi.
SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch. Meditation
instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info. www.zmc.org




Pine Cove property owners
make local grants

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

At its annual General
Meeting on Saturday, June
5, the Pine Cove Property
Owners Association mem-
bership voted to give a total
of $5,750 to nine different
organizations serving the
public on the Hill.

In a meeting attended by
more than 50 members of
the group, a vote was taken
on which organizations
would receive an award
and how much each award
would be.

Granted $1,000 each
were Mountain Disaster
Preparedness for re-sup-
plying the Disaster Area
Stations on the Hill with
emergency supplies; the
Idyllwild Scholarship Fund
for scholarships to gradu-
ating Hemet High School
seniors toward their college
educations; and the Radio
Amateur Civil Emergency
Services (RACES), the of-
ficial volunteer communica-
tions arm of the Riverside

County Office of Emer-
gency Service. RACES trains
ham radio operators who
would be the Hill’s source
of communication in the
event of a major disaster
that took out cell towers.

Granted $500 each was
WNKI, the emergency
broadcast radio station for
the Hill; the Woodies, vol-
unteers with the Moun-
tain Communities Fire Safe
Council who provide fire-
wood to needy families on
the Hill; the Idyllwild Area
Historical Society toward
its effort to construct a
temperature and humidity
controlled facility for its ar-
chives; the Idyllwild HELP
Center for utility assistance
for Pine Cove residents
(this grant was in addition
to a previous $500 grant
made earlier this year); and
the Pine Cove volunteer
firefighters for whatever
need they choose.

Finally, $250 was given
to a new group calling
itself The Greater Idyllwild
Christmas Tree Lighting
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The Pine Cove Water District held its annual customer tour
and Barbecue Saturday. Above, visitors and staff enjoy the
preparation. Below, PCWD General Manager Jerry Holldber
discusses his Dutch Flat treatment facility with guests.

Photo by Vicki Jakubac, Pine Cove Water District

P

It was standing room only at the Saturday, June 5 Pine Cove
Property Owners Association Annual Meeting. The group gave

$5,750 in grants to local organizations.

Ceremony Organization
(the group is still develop-
ing its name) toward the
cost of putting on the event,
now in its 50th year. Marge
Muir gave a brief presenta-
tion about the plan to ex-
pand the event to two days.
“Every organization on the
Hill is going to be involved
this year,” she said. The
organization is holding its
first public meeting at 8:30
a.m. Tuesday, June 15, at
Muirs Mountain Realty on
Highway 243 across from

Photo by Beth Nottley

the Shell Station and any-
one interested is welcome
to attend.

The Pine Cove Property
Owners Association is cur-
rently 819 members strong.
Dues are $10 a year, and
each year the association
gives funds to local orga-
nizations. For information
about the association, call
Annamarie Padula, presi-
dent, at 659-5128.

Beth Nottley can be
reached at beth@towncrier.
com.
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IDYLLWILD WATER DISTRICT JUNE 2010 NEWSLETTER

OAKWOOD WELL - IWD has purchased an existing well on Oakwood Street. This well was drilled in 1991, meeting community domestic well
standards. Under a well agreement, the District operated this well during the 2002/03 multi-year drought and it produced 30 gallons per minute. The
well’s water quality is good, however, similar to our Foster Lake wells, it will require treatment to adjust the pH level. This well can provide water
for 175 residential services, or about 20% of our May 2010 water demand of 161 gpm. This well was a very good investment for the District.

GROUND WATER REPLENISHMENT PROGRAM - The District has been investigating a Recycled Water Project. The District received a $35,000
grant from the State Water Quality Control Board to prepare a Feasibility and Planning Report. The State has requested that we provide our

alternatives for providing new water supplies.
« Alternative #1 — Truck delivery of the recycled water to customer’s “green tanks” for irrigation use.

* Alternative #2 - Use it for groundwater replenishment.

o Alternative #3 - To drill additional wells.

For 30 years the District has replenished ground water with the District’s existing secondary treated recycled water located at our percolation ponds.
A proposed 20gpm “pilot” project using an advanced tertiary treatment process would provide high quality water, nearly meeting drinking water
standards. This tertiary treated water would be pumped to Foster Lake for a groundwater replenishment pilot program. The Bureau of Reclamation
has $500,000 of grant funds for recycled water projects that IWD can apply for.

REBATES FOR RETROFITS — The District will be reviewing their toilet and washing machine rebate program at the June 15th Board meeting. We
have been discussing adjusting the rebates offered for the toilet and washing machine replacement program. The Board may consider lowering the
amount of the current rebate funds. We have been spending more than our annual rebate budget account. For the past 10 months nearly $18,000 has
been spent for these programs. Since these rebate programs have been in effect, August 2002, a total of nearly $44,000 has been granted for these
rebates. Staff will be considering adding new customer rebate programs (such as irrigation devices) that will help conserve water. If you have any
ideas that you would like to see considered please let us know.

RATES, FEES AND CHARGES - The Board will be considering increasing water and sewer rates at the June 15, 2010 board meeting. These rates
were last increased in 2005. They will also be looking at the current schedule of additional charges. These include capital facilities fees for water

and sewer, transfer fees and turn on/turn off fees. These charges were last reviewed in December 1996.
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Fire season started and
agencies prepared

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

The May 26 Mountain
Area Safety Taskforce (MAST)
meeting was a celebratory
moment as two important,
but former, members re-
turned, at least temporarily,
and simultaneously demon-
strated the purpose of these
sessions and how fleeting
the personal moments are
when danger, especially fire,
threatens the Hill.

Both former CalFire Pre-
Management Fire Division
Chief Kevin Turner and for-
mer San Jacinto Ranger Dis-
trict Fire Chief Norm Walker
sat at the IC’s [incident com-
manders] table during the
meeting.

As the meeting began,
fire officials were holding
cell phones to their ears or
reading messages on their
blackberrys and rapidly key-
ing replies because of the
Fairview Fire near Fairview
and Whittier Avenues east
of Hemet. Before the meet-
ing ended, the California
Highway Patrol and Riverside
Sheriff’s attendees were called
to help on the fire and left
the meeting in mid-session.

At 79 acres, the Fairview
Fire would not be considered
major, but it was the first
large fire of 2010. The room
was unusually somber. The
Fairview Fire signaled the
possible dangers these public
safety officials could confront
during the next five months
of fire season.

Although Southern Cali-
fornia fire officials have ad-
justed to a constant threat
of wildfire, spring does sym-
bolically identify the start of
a new fire season because

of renewed attention to fire
abatement inspections.

Idyllwild Fire Protection
District (IFPD)

The IFPD abatement pro-
gram has started. The initial
letters have been mailed to
property owners and IFPD’s
first neighborhood inspec-
tions have begun, accord-
ing to interim Fire Chief
Walker.

Unfortunately, current
budget concerns have forced
IFPD to conduct its inspec-
tions with on-duty personnel,
rather than Walker’s prefer-
ence to augment his resources
with additional inspectors.

At the May IFPD meeting,
the commission did agree
with Walker’s recommenda-
tion to clarify the local ordi-
nance to ensure consistency
with state Public Resource
Code 4291, which authorizes
fire abatement inspections.

The changes clarified how
needles and duff will be in-
spected. Within 10 feet of a
structure, pine needles, leaves
and duff must be removed. In
the next 20 feet, two inches
of duff may remain under
the trees’ drip line.

Riverside County Fire/
Cal- Fire

Pursuant to the Gover-
nor’s recent executive order,
CalFire’s Riverside unit has
additional staffing, engines
and air tankers. Riverside
County Fire has committed
to complete 13,000 inspec-
tions this year, Deputy Chief
Mike Ritchey stated.

“We go to peak staffing
first week of June,” reported
Ritchey. This includes four
person engine staffs.

A revision of the Commu-

Trivia test
Legal: If someone dies “intestate,” what does that
mean?
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Lanterns
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nity Wildland Protection Plan
will begin soon, Turner re-
ported. This version will likely
encompass a larger portion of
the county, including south to
the San Diego border.

U.S. Forest Service

The Forest Service is quick-
ly approaching full strength
summer staffing, according
to San Jacinto Ranger District
Fire Chief Dan Felix. At this
point, six of the district’s
seven fire stations will be
open seven days per week.
Shortly, Felix expects to be
able to expand the seventh
station to seven days from
five days per week.

The Forest Service has
completed pile burning on
118 acres within the local dis-
trict according to Chris Fogle,
one of the district’s battalion
chiefs. They are planning
work on the Indian Mountain
fuel break, he added.
Mountain Communities Fire
Safe Council (MCFSC)

Despite the expanding
staffing at the fire agencies
in case of an emergency,
Mike Esnard, president of the
MCEFSC, reported his agency
has used all of its existing
grant fund to help property
owners abate.

“We are working with the
state and county for another
grant,” Esnard said. He also
added that funds for replac-
ing wood roof shingles will
not be awarded until the
county’s emergency plan is
approved.”

Southern California Edison
(SCE)

“This is the lowest point
we seen since starting the
[Bark Beetle program],” re-
ported SCE’s project manager
Dave Simmons. Although
SCE has seen some dying
trees, Simmons stated over-
all mortality continues to
decline.

J.P. Crumrine can be

reached at jp@towncrier com.

88 Far East Gifts

International Import Co.
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Clothing « King or Queen Size Korean Blankets
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Bono Mack dedicates
Keenwild helibase

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

On Saturday, the U.S.
Forest Service held a rib-
bon cutting and dedication
of its renovated Keenwild
Helibase. A larger and better-
equipped facility replaces an
old helibase of minimal and
mediocre conditions that for
decades occupied the ridge
above the Keenwild Fire Sta-
tion.

With the help of local
Congresswoman Mary Bono
Mack, a state-of-the-art he-
libase is now in place in the
San Jacinto Mountains. The
helicopter stationed at the
base from late May through
November circles the district
looking for smoke or fire and,
if necessary, is capable of
dropping 260 gallons of water
on or ferrying firefighters to
the conflagration, accord-
ing to Doug Ross, helibase
superintendent.

After bringing air equip-
ment back to the San Jacinto
District in the early 2000s,
former District Fire Chief
Norm Walker, currently the
interim Idyllwild fire chief,
began efforts to establish a
permanent quality helibase
here.

By 2007, internal Forest
Service funding was available
to initiate the project, but
was insufficient to complete
the quality helibase Walker
had envisioned. With the
help of Bono Mack and her
staff, additional funding was
secured as part of the fiscal
year 2008-09 Forest Service
budget.

Construction work on the
new facility began last June,
according to Forest Supervi-
sor Jeanne Wade Evans.

On Saturday, dozens of
former Forest Service fire-
fighters and members of
the public saw and toured
the new 2,200-square-foot

Door Beads
(951) 659-5066

building. A command center,

pilots’ office, training and g

meeting space, sleep area and
a kitchen are all part of the
new building which is more
than four times the area of
the original building.

The former structure
was cobbled together from
a building at the Cranston
station, Walker said. They
found an old shed, razed it,
transported it to Keenwild
and reassembled it with some
new parts. The former heli-
base center was 500 square
feet with an obstructed view
of the landing pad.

“This [renovation] was a
necessity, aviation is complex
and fighting fires from air
isn't easier,” said current San
Jacinto District Fire Chief
Dan Felix.

Bono Mack paid tribute to
Walker for his persistence and
insistence of the need and
importance of this facility.

“When an environmental
catastrophe occurs, such as in
the Gulf [of Mexico] now, |
don’'t want to be in the way,”
she said. “My job starts before
it happens — thinking about
the risks. This is a good ex-
ample of thinking ahead.”

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.com.

Saturday was the dedication
of the renovated Keenwild
Helibase.

Photo by J.P. Crumrine

San Jacinto District Ranger
Laurie Rosenthal was the
emcee for Saturday’s ribbon
cutting ceremony.

Photo by J.P. Crumrine

Congresswoman Mary Bono
Mack arrives at the ceremony
with San Bernardino Forest
Supervisor Jeanne Wade
Evans.

Photo by J.P. Crumrine

Congresswoman Mary Bono Mack thanks former District
Fire Chief Norm Walker for his persistence in finding funds to
complete the helibase improvements. In the background on the
left are District Ranger Laurie Rosenthal and Congressman
Connie Mack (R-FL) and ontherightisthe Helibase crew, from
the left, Superintendent Doug Ross, Capt. Daniel Sepulveda,
Squad Boss Daniel Diaz, Senior Firefighter Jael Constantino
and Firefighters Peter Bosco and Matt Brant.

Photo by Jenny Kirchner
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