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A firefighter emerges from the smoking ruins of a once beautiful home on Foster Lake

Road.

Photo by Marshall Smith

Jonathan LaBenne’s
monumental vision

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

ree carver Jonathan
LaBenne’s career
started in Idyllwild

in 1989. He parlayed it into
one of national recognition,
highlighted most recently
by a commission to carve
bears for Bearizona, a 150-
acre drive-through wildlife
park in Williams, Ariz., that
opened in May of this year.
LaBenne’s carvings are fea-
tured throughout the West
and include The Codger
Pole that Ripley’s Believe
It or Not calls the “largest
carving in the world.” Now
he is hoping to come full
circle and return to the place
where he began his carving

career in order to replace
his original monument (see
pictures).

An Idyllwild citizens’
committee including Mike
Pearson and Josh and Em-
ily White is interested in
having LaBenne replace
his iconic 1989 sculpture.
“We're exploring things
and are working together,”
said Pearson, who acted as
monument caretaker until
it was dismantled in 2006
because of woodpecker and
insect damage.

Pearson said his group
intends no disrespect to
David Roy, but that Roy has
stated he does not want to
move his carving to the site
of the original monument
as called for in Roy’s 2007

contract with the Idyllwild
Chamber of Commerce. Roy
is also nearly three years late
in completing his carving
and has not set a possible
completion date.

“I can carve [a new mon-
ument] in three months’
time maximum, although
it could be completed in
a month and a half)” said
LaBenne. He proposes a new
carving that will stand 20
feet (about two stories) tall-
er than the first monument.
LaBenne had wanted to be
included in the Chamber’s
2007 competition to replace
his original work but found
out about the competi-
tion after design submission
deadlines had passed.

See LaBenne, page 18

Fire destroys
local home

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

round 2:20 a.m., Tuesday, Aug. 10, David

Salk smelled smoke and saw flames leaping

from his neighbor’s fully engulfed home at
the end of Foster Lake Road. The two-story home,
in a neighborhood of mostly full-time residents,
belongs to Michael and Barbara Hynes.

Salk called CalFire Station 23 in Pine Cove.
Crews were on scene within 5 minutes of their
dispatch at 2:30 a.m. according to Incident Com-
mander Engineer John Riley. “When we got there
the fire was throwing up flames 300 to 500 feet in
the air,” said Riley. Within minutes, engines from
Idyllwild Fire Protection District (IFPD) and the
Forest Service were also on the scene and engaged
in combatting the Lake Fire.

See Fire, page 17

County offers
historic district
ordinance

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter
resentatives came to

| a Idyllwild to discuss

the proposed Idyllwild His-
toric Preservation District
(District). They brought
along draft revisions to coun-
ty ordinance 578, designed to
update the process for Dis-
trict designation, formation,
management and operation.

Property owners within
the proposed District have
until Aug. 24 to ask ques-
tions of and lodge com-
ments with the county
about the proposed draft. It

iverside County rep-

is available on the Planning
Department website, www.
tima.co.riverside.ca.us/plan-
ning, and with a link on
the Town Crier’s website,
www.towncrier.com. Ques-
tions and comments may
be directed to Keith Herron,
chief preservation officer,
Riverside County Park and
Open Space District at (951)
955-4558 or at kherron@co.
riverside.ca.us.

The impetus for an
Idyllwild District arose
because of Third District
Supervisor Jeff Stone’s con-
cern that without the spe-
cial status a District would

See HPD, page 17
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News of record

Fire log

Hill fire stations respond-
ed to the following calls,
Monday to Sunday, Aug. 2
to Aug. 8&:

Idyllwild Fire Department
and Ambulance

Aug. 2 — Medical aid,
Live Oak Street, Idyllwild.

Aug. 2 — Medical aid,
Franklin and Gail drives,
Pine Cove.

Aug. 2 — Public service
assist, Maranatha Drive,
Idyllwild.

Aug. 3 — Medical aid,
Sylvan and Acorn ways, Pine
Cove.

Aug. 4 — Medical aid,
Tahquitz Drive, Idyllwild.

Aug. 5 — Medical aid,
Delano Drive, Idyllwild.

Aug. 5 — Invalid assist,
Delano Drive, Idyllwild.

Aug. 6 — Medical
aid, Village Center Drive,
Idyllwild.

Aug. 6 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

Aug. 6 — Smoke scare,
Crestview Drive and Hide-
a-Lane, Idyllwild.

Aug. 7 — Traffic colli-
sion, Highway 243 north of
Pine Cove.

Aug. 7 — Medical aid,
Canyon Trail, Pine Cove.

Aug. 7 — Medical aid,
Delano Drive, Idyllwild.

Aug. 8 — Medical aid,
Highway 243 at Keenwild.

Aug. 8 — Medical aid,
Scenic Drive, ldyllwild.

Aug. 8 — Medical aid,
Canyon Trail, Pine Cove.

Riverside County Fire,
Pine Cove

Aug. 2 — Medical aid,
chest pains.

Aug. 2 — Fire, false
alarm.

Aug. 2 — Medical aid,
fall.

Aug. 3 — Medical aid,
person down.

Aug. 5 — Medical aid,
person down.

Aug. 7 — Traffic colli-
sion, cut and rescue.

Aug. 7 — Medical aid,
abdominal pain.

Aug. 7 — Medical aid,
difficulty breathing.

Aug. 8 — Medical aid,
traffic collision.

Aug. 8 — Medical aid,
burns.

Aug. 8 — Medical aid,

fall.

Riverside County Fire,
Garner Valley
Log unavailable.

Riverside County Fire,
Pinyon

Aug. 2 — Medical aid,
70000 block of Linda Vista
Road, Pinyon.

Aug. 6 — Traffic colli-
sion, Santa Rosa Truck Trail
and Highway 79, Pinyon.

Aug. 8 — Medical aid,

60000 block of Locarno
Heights, Pinyon.

Riverside County Fire,
Anza

Aug. 2 — Traffic colli-
sion, Mitchell and Bohlen
roads, Anza.

Aug. 2 — Two walk-in
medical aids.

Aug. 3 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

Aug. 3 — Medical aid,
Derry Lane and Hill Street,
Anza.

Aug. 4 — Medical aid,
Pine and Cedar streets, Gar-
ner Valley.

Aug. 4 — Fire, Bradford
Road and Cowboy Country
roads, Aguanga.

Aug. 5 — Medical aid,
Cary Road and Highway
371, Anza.

Aug. 5 — Medical aid,
Highway 79 and Juni Hills,
Aguanga.

Aug. 6 — Three walk-in
medical aids.

Aug. 6 — Medical aid,
Hill Street and Dickson Way,
Anza.

Aug. 6 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

Aug. 7 — Fire menace
standby, Coyote Canyon and
Yucca roads, Anza.

Aug. 7 — Vegetation
fire, Pierce and 70th streets,
Anza.

Aug. 7 — Medical aid,
Glenda Lane and Fisher
Road, Anza.

Aug. 8 — Medical aid,
Highway 371 and Lake Riv-
erside Drive, Aguanga.

Aug. 8 — Traffic col-
lision, Highway 371 and
Bahrman Road, Anza.

Aug. 8 — Medical aid,
Tripp Flats Road and Sun-
shine Lane, Anza.

Aug. 8 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

CHP log

The resident post of the
California Highway Patrol
responded to the following
call from Monday to Sun-
day, Aug. 2 to Aug. 8. This
may not be a complete list
of responses:

Aug. 2 — Single-vehicle
(motorcycle) traffic collision
with one injury, Mitchell
Road west of Bohlen Road,
Anza.

Aug. 4 — Single-vehicle,
noninjury traffic collision,
Highway 243 north of High-
way 74, Mountain Center.

Aug. 7 — Single-vehicle
traffic collision with one
moderate injury, Highway
243 north of Lake Ful-
mor Road. Driver, Andrew
R. Minnear, 51, of Sidney,
Ohio, was transported to
Desert Regional Medical
Center and was subsequent-
ly arrested on suspicion of
driving under the influence
of alcohol.

tHE susaru A LOT TO LOVE EVENT

palmsprings

s subaru

< SUBARU.

2011 SUBARU

OUTBACK

2.5i Premium Package

$26,657

Buy for

$3 9 9 PER MONTH 4

$3,800 Down Payment
As low as

¢ All-Wheel Drive standard
¢ 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
® 6 standard airbags
¢ 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
o All-weather package

Stock #: 217013

Vin #: 319299
Model #: BDD

3 T "
3 - 9% interest ;i'\ B,

for 72 months on
approved credit

2010 SUBARU

FORESTER

2.5X Special Edition

$21,782

Buy for

$3 6 9 PER MONTH

$1,999 Down Payment
As low as

1 . 9% interest

for 63 months on
approved credit

2010 SUBARU

IMPREZA

2.5i Hatchback

$17,878

Buy for

$2 9 7 PER MONTH

$1,999 Down Payment
As low as

1 - 9% interest

for 63 months on
approved credit

* Automatic

* 4-wheel ABS

® Subaru Boxer engine

* All-Wheel Drive standard

® Most award-winning small SUV

Stock #: 207220

Vin #: 802371
Model #: AFB

¢ All-Wheel Drive standard

® 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
* 6 standard airbags

¢ 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine

Stock #: 207208
Vin #: 816959
Model #: ALB

Toddler critically
burned at Lake Hemet

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

A female toddler, about 2
years old, sustained critical
burn injuries after falling
into a campfire at around
11:15 a.m. on Sunday, Aug.
8, according to CalFire/Riv-
erside County Fire Depart-

ment.

According to Public In-
formation Officer Capt.
Fernando Herrera, the girl
was airlifted to the burn
center at the Arrowhead
Regional Medical Center.

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

New law to protect Caltrans workers

The new law, Senate Bill 240, adds Caltrans vehicles dis-
playing flashing amber warning lights to the list of vehicles
for which motorists must slow down and, if safe, move over
to alane notimmediately adjacent to the stationary vehicle.
Since 1924, 174 Caltrans workers have lost their lives in the

line of duty.

Violation of the new provision is punishable by a fine
of not more than $50. The new law also makes the safety
protections permanent by removing the sunset date (Jan. 1,

2010) from existing law.

Aug. 8 — Two-vehicle
traffic (motorcycle and
SUV) collision with major
injury, Highway 371 west
of Bahrman Road. Driver
of motorcycle was airlifted
to Desert Regional Medical
Center with major head
trauma.

All people identified here

are presumed innocent of
these preliminary charges
pending court actions. Only
the names of suspects charged
with felonies will be print-
ed.

Sheriff’s log

Log unavailable.

Idyllwild Weather

From the National Weather Service

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
8/12 8/13 8/14 8/15 8/16
93/59 96/61 96/64 99/65 98/66

Clear, light Mostly sunny. | Mostly sunny. | Mostly sunny. | Mostly sunny.

winds.

Idyllwild this year
Date High Low M S

8-2 84 54
8-3 86 54
8-4 85 52
8-5 85 46
8-6 na na
8-7 83 50
8-8 75 45

Moisture in inches
To date this season (ldy):
To date last season (ldy):
Total last season (Idy):
To date this season (PC):
Total last season (PC):

.10
.04
23.61
.03
30.92

and melted snow.

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m.
at the Idyllwild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are mea-
sured by resident George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture
inches include all precipitation such as rain, melted hail

Idyllwild last year
High Low M S

87 53
86 56
87 59
87 58
81 56
78 43
84 50

Snow in inches
To date this season (ldy): 0
To date last season (ldy): 0
Total last season (Idy):  35.91
To date this season (PC): 0
Total last season (PC): 725

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at
1-800-427-7623.

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Payments based on 10,000 miles/year. Total due at signing includes Customer down payment,
Available through August 31, 2010.

Located in the Cathedral City Auto Center on Hwy 111 and Perez Road ¢ 67-925 East Palm Canyon
(760) 318-4700 = www.palmspringssubaru.com
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Outside Idyllwild

By Bruce Watts

Enjoy climbing from the couch ...

On Friday, Aug. 6, a new documentary
about George Mallory titled, “The Wildest
Dream: Conquest of Everest,” was released.
For those of you unaware of Mallory, he
and his partner, Sandy Irvine, disappeared
on the upper slopes of Mt. Everest in June, 1924,

Seventy-five years later, in 1999, Conrad Anker found

Mallory’s frozen remains on Everest. The fate of Mallory |

and Irvine is the focus of this documentary. In particular,
the question remains: did Mallory reach Everest’s summit
and perish on the descent or did he fail in his attempt
to reach the summit? Although there is no way to ever
know for sure, this is a question that has been asked for
more than eight decades.

From what | have read, the film has Conrad Anker
following in the footsteps of George Mallory. Since
National Geographic Entertainment is distributing the
film, 1 am sure this is going to be a beautifully shot and
thought-provoking film. 1 will be looking for it as soon
as it comes out on DVD.

Next up is a film called, “180 degrees South: Conquer-
ors of the Useless,” which claims to be “inspired by the
legendary 1968 expedition of Yvon Chouinard and Doug
Tompkins.” It was the name Chouinard that attracted my
attention, as he is one of the legendary climbers and a
contemporary of Royal Robbins, who pioneered many
climbing skills on Tahquitz. Chouinard is famous both as
a rock climber and businessman. He was one of the first
to make climbing gear in America and he is the owner
of the outdoor clothing company Patagonia.

The film follows Jim Johnson as he supposedly retraces
Chouinard’s journey to Patagonia. Instead of driving the
Pan American Highway like Chouinard, Mr. Johnson
decides to hitch a ride on a sail boat. The boat loses its
mast in rough seas and they end up on Easter Island.

It doesn’t take long before the viewer begins to see
that not much is going as planned. In fact, it seems that
the people making this movie really do not have a plan
at all. The “action” moves between surfing and Johnson’s
weak attempt to reach the summit Corcovado Cerro.

Because the delays have left the summit free of ice and
turned it into a rotten slag heap that is unprotectable,
the climbers are forced to turn back.

The only redeeming sections of this movie are the
scenery once they reach Patagonia and the interviews
with Chouinard and Tompkins about their attempts to
buy large parcels of land in Patagonia in order to save
it from development. All other parts seem to drag on
without purpose.

A third documentary — “Blindsight” — has my at-
tention, but | have yet to finish watching it. It's a docu-
mentary about Eric Weihenmayer, the first blind man to
reach the summit of Mt. Everest, and his effort to help
six blind Tibetan teenagers on an expedition to climb a

el

On afamily vacation at Maui, Hawaii, Breanna Lewis had a
good time reading the Town Crier and avoiding the waves. She
is near Ka’anapali and Molokai Island is in the background.
Kathy and Bob Lewis’ presence is unknown, but they are not

on the beach or at Molokai.

Photo courtesy of Kathy Lewis

23,000-foot-plus peak on the slopes of Everest.

The film starts with Mr. Weihenmayer summiting
Everest and then moves to the story of his work with the
Tibetans.

Although | did not get a chance to see the actual
climbing, the backstory of the teenagers living in Tibet
and Mr. Weihenmayer and others showing the kids that
they can rise above their handicaps was very inspiring.
Even without seeing the ending, | highly recommend
“Blindsight” to my readers.

| ilac Festival?

Anyone interested in finding out about the
planting of 1,000 Lilacs in town are
invited to attend a one hour -*g
information meeting on 1}5

Sat. August 14or ) %

Thurs. August 19 -:g‘;?‘h
from 10-11 am. ¢

MAKE IDYLLWILD BLOOM

Gary Parton
2 Alpenglow Lilacs 659-9711
25025 Fern Valley Rd.

Artisans Ga”erg

is for sale

due to a Iong-tcrm
Artisans.

Ga"crg ‘

Familg illness.

TI’ICFC has been

a ga”ery in this
location for 20 years
with devoted return

customers.

bcautifu[ Id_gﬂwi!d, CA

Flcasc contact Amanda Taglor
at amancla@idy”wildartisans.com

or 951-659-9091 for more info.

Louise and Don Giger, of Idyllwild and Omaha, returned
to Berchtesgaden, Bavaria to celebrate their 44th wedding
anniversary. The European edition of the Town Crier was
available where they lodged — the same hotel where they
spent their honeymoon. In 1966, Don was in the Army
and Louise was a registered nurse working at the Nurnberg
U.S. Army Hospital. Photo courtesy of Don Giger

Left, the California or Chilean Aster (Aster chiliensis), is na-
tive along the California roadsides, but adapts well to our
mountains with minimal moisture. Leafy green shoots are
topped with 1-12-inch-wide pale lavender flowers with yellow
centers in summer. It is a quick-spreading plant, a good soil
stabilizerandabitinvasive. It attracts butterflies and beneficial
insects. If you plant along with California Goldenrod (Solidago
californica) and Narrowleaf California Fuchsia (Zauschneria
cana) the flower bed will come alive in late summer and thrive
through the first frosts. Photo courtesy of Harold Voorheis

\DY“"W“-D NATURE CENTER
Jr. NATURALIST PROGRAM

Programs will include a nature walk, craft & snack
Cost is *3 per child 10 a.m. - Noon

JUNIOR NATURALIST SCHEDULE:

AUG. 14
Butterfly Daze, 9a.m. - 4 p.m.

AUG. 21
Mapping & Orienteering

AUG. 28
Microtrek Scavenger Hunt

All programs are for children ages 7 yrs.-12 yrs.
Under 7 accompanied by an adult.

(951) 659-3850
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Bob Deeble
dies at age 80

Bob Deeble, longtime
Idyllwild resident and Forest
Service staff member and
volunteer, died on Thursday,
Aug. 5 at the age of 80. In
his honor, the Town Crier is
reprinting, with minor edits,
a 2007 message that Forest
Service staff members sent
to Bob when he moved into
the Devonshire Care Center
in Hemet.

This letter to “Ranger
Bob” is a fitting tribute to a
beloved community member
who loved these mountains
deeply. Former Wilderness
Ranger Gail Heveron, with
help from other Forest Ser-
vice staff and volunteers,
authored the letter:

“Bob worked here as a
FS Wilderness Ranger many
moons ago, and then came
back in the 1990s as front
desk staff. Bob has a love for
the Wilderness and the For-
est Service that is amazing.
He has had MS (multiple
sclerosis) for 44 years, but
that would not keep him
down. Until he left the FS in
about 2002, Bob would hike
with his specially made arm
crutches up and down the
Wilderness trails, just like a
mountain goat, sometimes
swaying in the breeze due
to the MS, and never falling
down. Nothing could keep
him out of the Wilderness.

“Ranger Bob [was] a
good friend of Candy, a
1980’s FS ranger for whom
Bob named Candy’s Creek,
and he made and put up the
sign that stands today ...

“We want you to know,
Bob, that you are ever in our
thoughts as we go about our

daily business here at your
beloved ldyllwild Ranger
Station. We recall the fresh
flower bouquets that you
often brought in to brighten
our days, and our noses.
We recall seeing you with
your two beautiful golden
retrievers loving their ride
in the back of your truck
on your way to walk them
on the Ernie Maxwell Scenic
Tralil ...

“You will be happy to
know, Bob, that the San
Jacinto Wilderness has not
changed. The same junction
signs are still up, the same
lupines bloom on the way
to Tahquitz Valley, the same
ferns grow five feet tall then
yellow out for the autumn
months in the meadows, the
same wind whispers through
the tops of the pines ...

“We hope for good, fra-
grant August and September
rains, and look forward to
the usual day of a light snow-
fall at the end of October
at the elevation of Saddle
Junction and above.

“We have several wonder-
ful and dedicated Volunteer
Wilderness Rangers, Bob,
who continue to care for the
Wilderness and the public
up there, whether they are
lost without a map or didn’t
bring enough water with

Clubs

Mountain folk

PCPOA

At members’ requests, the Pine Cove Property Owners
Association is holding a special meeting at 8:30 a.m. Saturday,
Aug. 14 at the Pine Cove Water District (PCWD) property,
on the corner of Rockmere and Marion Ridge Road, across
from the PCWD office. The meeting will focus on the closing
of the Pine Cove Post Office. Seating will not be provided.

High Country Garden Club

Annika Knoppel and Elizabeth Nagy will speak on the
variety of growing conditions needed for various types of
annuals, perennials, shrubs and trees, and the potential pests
and diseases that could harm them, at the next meeting of
High Country Garden Club at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug.
14 at Lizzy Anne’s Garden Center, 56480 Highway 371, in
Anza.

For more information, call the garden center at (951)
763-4834, or contact Knoppel, club leader, at (888) 834-9005,
ext. 5, or e-mail her at hcgardenclub@gmail.com.

: 7 |
At the Aug. 4 Rotary meeting, Idyllwild Rotary President
Danny Richardson (right) thanks Colonel Bo Bottomly
for his stories about World War Il and the Korean War.
Col. Bottomly is a veteran and author of several books
about his war experiences. Photo by Dan Slattery

them, those things will never =~

change. The volunteers will
continue on, Bob, where we
can’t any longer, and enjoy
every granite rock slab view,

every pine cone, and every g

rain drop up there for us.

“You left a great legacy in
the Wilderness and in our
hearts, Bob.”

Anza Citizens Patrol seeks volunteers
The Anza Citizens Patrol is now accepting applica-

tions for the prestigious position of volunteer. You may
even choose your own days and hours. The meetings are
held the first Tuesday of every month. Please call Brian
at 951-763-5324 for more information.

AVON

Skin Care, Gifts, Cosmetics

LARRY EDWARDS

Independent Sales Representative

Serving Idyllwild and Palm Springs
760-831-3299

www.youravon.com/larryedwards
pinkiemeringue@yahoo.com

Idyllwild Rotary Club members Charlie Wix (left near car),
Chuck Streeter (center) and Gary Glasheen clean up High-
way 243. Monthly for more than 15 years, the Rotary has been
cleaning a 2-mile section of Highway 243 from Mountain
Center toward Idyllwild. Photo courtesy of Dawn Miller

Idyllwild Appliance is still here.
Just give us a call for Sales & Service.

(951) 659-9845

Lic. #: A42153

The Town Crier received word that Cathy Vail passed
away Tuesday, Aug. 10. We, and the entire community, ex-
tend our deepest condolences to her husband, Gary, and to
all her family and friends.

To get a listing in “Mountain folk,” visit www.towncrier.
com, click on “News” in the menu at the top and click on
“Submit a news item,” or stop by and fill out a news form.

Only in Idyllwild

“Last week while attending the summer concert my
wallet slipped out of my pocket. A person sitting several
feet behind me saw what happened, picked up the wallet
and handed it to me. | never knew that it slipped out of
my pocket. I'm grateful to that man.”

Nick Novosad
Idyllwild

“Only in Idyllwild” may be sent one of four ways: e-mail
to beth@towncrier.com, call 659-2145, Ext. 17, fax to 659-
2071 or drop off at the office, 54295 Village Center Drive.

LUMBER

Since 1949
Everything you need for your home or your 2" home

Columbia Regal
View Doors

Sale $39%

REG. $79.19

COLUMBIA 36” x 80
Patented 1 Piece

White or Bronze

Unitized roll formed frame
construction, corners epoxy
bonded & mechanically se-
cured, epoxy painted finish
over galvanizing for a more
durable finish to eliminate
rusting, 1" adjustability in
width & height, kick plate,
integral mesh grill for added
toughness & protection of
the mesh. While supplies last.

START RIGHT. START HERE”

FOREST LUMBER Mon.-Sat
659-9691 Fax Sunday

659-2609 9a.m.-1 p.m.

WINDOWS « PAINT « TOOLS » SIGNS

MMER FLOWERS =« WINDOW GLASS =« PLUMBING = HARDWARE

S
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Community calendar

For the Idyllwild Arts &
Entertainment Calendar, see
“On the Town,” on page 9.

Wednesday, Aug. 11

+ ldyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9.a.m. American Legion Post 800,
54360 Marion View Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

» Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

* Pine Cove Water District,
10 a.m. PCWD, 24917 Marion
Ridge Rd., Pine Cove.

+ La Leche League, 10 a.m.
Call 659-8321.

« Community Church Guild,
noon. Church, 54400 North Cir-

cle Dr.
+ Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal

Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr;
6 p.m. Spiritual Living Center,
Idyllwild Religious Science, wom-
en only, 54423 Village Center Dr.,
Strawberry Creek Square.

+ Mountain Area Safety Task-
force (MAST), 1:30 p.m. Idyllwild
Nature Center, 25225 Hwy. 243.

* Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St.
Call 659-2523.

¢ Inlandia Creative Writing
Workshop (free),5-7p.m.Idyllwild
Library, 54185 Pine Crest Ave.

+ County Service Area 38 Ad-
visory Committee meeting, 5:15
p.m. Mountain Resource Center,
25380 Franklin Dr.

* Mountain  Disaster  Pre-
paredness Board Meeting, 6-7:30
p.m. Creekstone Inn, 54950 Pine
Crest Ave.

¢ Codependents Anonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spritual Liv-
ing Center, 54423 Village Center
Dr.

Thursday, Aug. 12

+ MEMSCOMM, 9 a.m. Ran-
cho Encino Club, 45915 Orchard
Rd., Poppet Flat.

o Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. Mile-
High Fitness, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr.

» Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

+ Joint CSA 36/ICRC meeting,
5 p.m. (ICRC board meeting fol-

lows.) IWD board room, 25945
Hwy. 243.

+ Mile High Radio Club, 6:30
p.m. Idyllwild Fire Station, 54160
Maranatha Dr.

* RACES, 6:30 p.m. Idyllwild
Fire Station, 54160 Maranatha
Dr.

» Narcotics Anonymous,
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Science,
54423 Village Center Dr.

Friday, Aug. 13

+ Baby Play Group, 10:30 a.m.
Call Debhi Geisinger, 659-8710 or
(951) 966-1094.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr,;
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30 p.m.
Idyllwild Community Preshyte-
rian Church, Manse Alcove, Fel-
lowship Hall, 54400 North Circle
Dr.

* MDP CERT Training, 5-9
p.m. Idyllwild Fire Station, 54160
Maranatha Dr.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meeting 7-9
p.m. Former Morning Sky School,
29375 Hwy 243, Mountain Cen-
ter. Child care available. Call 659-
0097 for information.

Saturday, Aug. 14

*« MDP CERT Training, 8
a.m.-4 p.m. Idyllwild Fire Station,
54160 Maranatha Dr.

+ Special Meeting of the Pine
Cove Property Owners Associa-
tion re: closing of Pine Cove Post
Office, 8:30 a.m. PCWD property
(outdoor meeting, no seating),
Rockmere and Marion Ridge
Road.

« Lilac Festival info meeting,
10-11 am. Alpenglow Lilacs,
25025 Fern Valley Rd.

+ High Country Garden Club,
10:30 a.m. Lizzy Anne’s Gar-
den Center, 56480 Highway 371,
Anza.

« Stand in Silent Vigil for
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence,
noon. Town center at “Girl Read-
ing” monument. Call 659-2718.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 7:30
p.m. Community Presbyterian
Church, Fellowship Hall, 54400
North Circle Dr.

ATTENTION CATHETER USERS

MEDICAL

Medicare and most private insurances will now pay for
up to 200 disposable catheters each month.
You are no longer required to clean and reuse catheters
and expose yourself to a UTI.

et your FREE sample & information on how to order
supphes delivered discreetly & efficiently to your door

CALL NOW! 1-877-855-6655

L M c Diabetic Supplies & Much More at your Door!

Sunday, Aug. 15

+ Zen Meditation Group, 8
a.m. Call 659-2253.

« MDP CERT Training, 8
a.m.-4 p.m. Idyllwild Fire Station,
54160 Maranatha Dr.

» Peace Meditation Practice,
10 a.m. Dharma Center, 53191
Mountain View, Pine Cove.

» Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.
Spiritual Living Center, Idyllwild
Religious Science, 54423 Village
Center Drive, Strawberry Creek
Square.

o ldyllwild Writer's Guild, 3
p.m. 25685 Big Pine St., Cedar
Glen. Call 659-0130.

» Alcoholics Anonymous,
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m,,
Rancho  Encino  Mountain
Club, 45915 Orchard Road,
Poppet Flats, across from CalFire
Station 6.

Monday, Aug. 16

« Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon & 7:30 p.m. St. Hugh'’s Epis-
copal Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

* ldyllwild Chamber of Com-
merce board meeting, 6 p.m.
Idyllwild Water District, 25945
Hwy. 243.

+ ldyllwild Francophonie (flu-
ent-French speakers), 6:30 p.m.
Mountain Restaurant, 26290 Hwy.
243. RSVP to Francoise Frigola at
659-4146.

« Garner Valley Property
Owners Association, 7 p.m. Gar-
ner Valley Common, 61600 Devils
Ladder Rd.

Tuesday, Aug. 17

* Zen Meditation Group, 7
a.m. & 7 p.m. Call 659-2253.

« Camp Alandale’s Friends 4
Orphans, 10 a.m. 25420 Lodge
Rd.

o Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. Mile-
High Fitness, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr., Strawberry Creek Square.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; AA
Open Meeting & Big Book Study,

6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living Center,
Idyllwild Religious Science, 54423
Village Center Dr., Strawberry
Creek Square.

* International Healing Rooms
of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m. Shiloh
Christian Ministries, 54960 Pine
Crest Ave.

« Cancer Self-help Goup, 5:30
p.m. Call 659-6262.

+ Tai Chi practice group (free),
6-6:40 p.m. Quiet Creek Inn,
26345 Delano Dr. Park on Four
Chimneys St.

* Hemet Unified School Dis-
trict board meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Professional Development Ser-
vice Center Board Room, 1791 W.
Acacia Ave., Hemet.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step Study meeting,
6:30-8 p.m. Former Morning Sky
School, 29375 Hwy. 243, Moun-
tain Center. Call 659-0097 for in-
formation.

« ldyllwild Right to Life, 7 p.m.
Call 659-5228 for location.

o ldyllwild  Water  District
board meeting, 7 p.m., IWD
board room, 25945 Hwy. 243.

Wednesday, Aug. 18

+ ldyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-9
a.m. American Legion Post 800,
54360 Marion View Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

» Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

» Garner Valley Book Club,
10:30 a.m. Call 659-6049 for loca-
tion.

« Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
6 p.m. Spiritual Living Center,
Idyllwild Religious Science, wom-
en only, 54423 Village Center Dr.,
Strawberry Creek Square.

* Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St.
Call 659-2523.

+ Codependents Anonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spritual Living
Center, 54423 Village Center Dr.
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Family Picnic & Outdoor

Church Service
to be held @ the Buchanans
Sunday, Aug. 22

54650 So. Circle Dr.
Church Service 9:30 a.m.

Picnic to follow
Everyone welcome for
Fellowship & Fun
Hosted by: Idyliwild Community Church
Phone #: 659-2935
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THE SUBARU
ALOT TO

New
2010
Subaru
Outback o
2.5i ‘
Premium

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE 10100
« Factory Air Conditioning
» Automatic Transmission
» Power Windows & Locks
+ Alloy Wheels

°26.141

New 2010 Subaru
Impreza 2.5i Sedan

Model ADD
6876/A3372883

+ Harmon Kardon Soound
System with Bluetooth

+ Vehicle Dynamics
Control System and More!

One at
This
Exact
Price

Sale
Price ..

Model AJA
6870/AG513695
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE (000
« Factory Air Conditioning
» Power Windows
» Power Door Locks « Vehicle Dynamics
» Multi-Speaker Stereo/CD Control and Much More!

*15993

Prices and special offers good Aug. 12-18, 2010. Vehicles subject to prior sale. All
advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any
dealer document preparation charge and any emission testing charge. Sales tax and
lic. based on Sale Price. Crier

SUBARU
of San Bernardino

Oonoorooooiooiwww.subarusanberdoo.com

1790 South “E” Street

0000000000000
0
00100000000 00Ioob0OI0

Call (909) 888-8686

« Front and Side Curtain
Air Bags

One at
This
Exact
Price

Sale
Price .
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Initial thoughts

We do it because ...

Once again we have a very full paper.
Many of the stories exist only because of
people and residents whom we casually call
“volunteers.”

Idyllwild and our neighbors are part of

i the unincorporated region of Riverside County.

“Unincorporated,” | guess that means you're on

your own mostly. Sometimes we feel that during an emer-
gency, just ask the Mountain Disaster Preparedness group.

There is some help; county Supervisor, Jeff Stone, tries
to look out for us in a variety of ways.

Nevertheless, unlike Hemet or Palm Springs, we have no
true local government. There is no Idyllwild Waste Manage-
ment department vigilantly cleaning local streets and trails.
That’s the point, Mario Marchiaro, co-owner of Kenario
Gallery, and friend Elliot Taylor are making in Marshall’s
story about “The Cleanest Forest.” There is no curbside
pickup, no green lattice baskets every 50 feet, we have to
do it ourselves.

The gist of this story is not why Idyllwild deserves this
designation, rather Marchiaro and Taylor are asking neigh-
bors to join them in the struggle to keep the title. We can
see and intuitively judge whether our town and environs
are clean.

I've been on hikes with friends who stop and collect
discarded water or soft drink bottles that were apparently
too heavy after emptying for the original owner to carry
back to camp or the car.

Contributing muscle and motor is not the only way to
help. Richard Montafio, owner of Mountain Footwear, sug-
gests that we make it more difficult for thoughtless visitors
and perhaps residents to litter.

He recommends placing receptacles around the retail
areas. These might attract more of the plastic bottles we see
squashed on the roadside. I'm sure there are other sugges-
tions that would significantly reduce the load of trash that
we have to collect ourselves.

We have no chief of police or head of economic devel-
opment. The Chamber for decades and now the Idyllwild
Business Roundtable, both composed of volunteers, are trying
to uncover options for helping local businesses survive and
possibly expand.

But one of those options — a historic preservation district
— that could have a significant impact seems to attract few
retail historians. Twenty people attended last week’s meeting,
four represented one gestating business yet born.

If the Board of Supervisors establishes a local district,
five people will be needed for the local commission. Who
is interested? Who has working knowledge of county codes
and can interpret the consequences of creating locally unique
regulations?

No local risk management plan exists. There is no head
of public safety. Consequently, the Mountain Communities
Fire Safe Council has again stepped to the forefront to help
develop a Community Wildfire Protection Plan. The CWPP
isn't a Visa card, but it has helped the FSC and county to
garner some fire protection grant money.

Mountain Disaster Preparedness is constantly organizing
and planning for an event which none of us wants to see.

And even though the community’s largest event, the
Idyllwild Jazz in the Pines Festival, is only weeks away, people
such as Gary Parton are already conceiving of future events
such as a Lilac Festival. See his letter on page 7.

One person called me this week in response to my plea
for several to step forward and help find a solution to the
Tree Monument debate. I'm not advocating how to solve it,
simply that we need to be creative in order to avoid division.
Strong feelings, good and bad ideas populate both sides of
this brewing controversy.

The Tree Monument, Historic District, Lilac Festival,
Lemon Lily Festival, Idyllwild Film Fest, MDP, softball
tourneys and perhaps, in the future, a community center
are all opportunities awaiting whose success is only a few
volunteers shy of victory.

J.P, Editor

Readers
write

Editorials, letters to the editor, guest editorials and car-
toons reflect the opinions of the authors and not neces-
sarily the Town Crier or Tindle Publications.

Big earthquake
Is coming

Editor:

A big earthquake is
coming sometime to Anza,
Idyllwild, San Jacinto and
points in between.

People will be in vary-
ing states of readiness and
preparedness when it hap-
pens. Worst case scenario,
some people will wish they
were in another state alto-
gether!

Propane tanks will shake
off their foundations, roll
downhill spewing gas, until
they find flame and light
the whole mountain on
fire. Seismic cutoff valves
should be mandatory on
every tank.

The mention in last
week’s paper, of our unique
situation, was vague. From
Borrego up through Coyote
Canyon (Terwilliger) comes
the Coyote Canyon Fault,
it meanders over toward
Thomas Mountain and
buddies up with the San
Jacinto Fault. This runs on
the Anza side of Thomas
Mountain and curves into
the Lake Hemet Dam area
and then on toward the
busy town of San Jacinto.

There is a little fault on
the Garner Valley side of
Thomas Mountain appro-
priately called the Thomas
Mountain Fault. It is fairly
short, running from a little
past Paradise Corners along
Thomas Mountain and
ending untraceably around
Lake Hemet Dam.

Thomas Mountain is
a giant lump sandwiched
by two faults. When the
earthquake happens, Lake
Hemet will burst and the
water will inundate Valle
Vista and San Jacinto. The
scientologists are obviously
prepared [since they have]
a bunch of huge greyhound
type buses to make their
getaway.

Here comes the unique
part, the San Jacinto Fault
as it runs through Anza is
said to be a “seismic gap.”
This means it is a loaded
gun with a finger on the
trigger. All the seismologists
at Caltech and elsewhere
are studying it like crazy.

Last week’s paper [July
29 edition] mentioned
whether seismologists were
able to forecast quakes.
| believe the answer was
“they wish they could”

Mr. Funny Guy

by Chris Fisher

HE'S BEEN SAYING

GET YA NgXT TIME" SINCE
HE WAS A ROGKIE. .

“I'Lu

\

With the Anza gap situa-
tion, I have positively found
the only prediction made by
any seismolgists anywhere
— both magnitude and
“when”.

Here is the quote and
the web address of the
Caltech website that made
the prediciton: http://proj-
ects.crustal.ucsbh.edu/ob-
servatories/gvda/. Better
hurry! They might take the
prediction off the page after
the attention | have drawn
to it.

Click on “seismotectonic
background,” [there you’ll
read,] “The San Jacinto
fault system is historically
the most active strike-slip
fault system in Southern
California. The slip rate
of 10 mm/y (Sharp, 1967;
Rockwell, 1990) and the
absence of a large earth-

quake since at least 1890 on
a 40 km zone of the Anza
segment leads to a rela-
tively high probability for
a magnitude 6.0 or larger
event in the near future.”
T.S. Bennett
Mountain Center

A future for Bay
Tree Spring

Editor:

Information sources
have reported that Bay Tree
Spring has been capped and
sealed. | can verify the truth
of that that by personal
observation.

The same sources in-
dicate that capping has
been ordered by agencies
with official sounding ac-
ronyms like USFS and DHS
They claim to be concerned

See Letters, next page

com).

How to get a letter published

The Town Crier welcomes letters reflecting all
opinions. Letters should be concise and to the point.
They should be no longer than 400 words. Letters
must be typewritten, double-spaced and in upper/
lower case (not in all caps). Letters must be signed
(unless e-mailed) and must be identified with the
writer’s name, address and weekday phone number.

Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be accepted.
Letters of thanks are not accepted. A special adver-
tising rate is available for thank-you letters. Political
letters cost 10 cents per word.

We reserve the right to reject or edit letters for
length, taste, clarity or frequency of submission. Let-
ters do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Town
Crier staff. Letters may be submitted in person, by
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.
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Letters

Continued from previous page

about our health and well-
being. How curious that the
same bureaucratic network
has not capped off the to-
bacco industry. Or the beef
industry.

As indicated by the Town
Crier articles about the Tree
Monument, words describ-
ing a fiasco do not accom-
plish anything concrete (or
wood for that matter). Like
the Tree Monument, Bay
Tree Spring has become a
monumental controversy
rather than monumental
resource. (Journalists are not
supposed to tell you what to
do.)

The arguments on all
sides of the controversy are,
to some extent, reasonable.
They include: water quality,
safe accessibility, liability,
responsibility and liberty.

If you examine all the
“problems,” you may agree
with me that it all comes
down to a problem created
by an over-litigious society
which is overstocked with
politically distracted bureau-
crats.

For a bureaucrat to say
“No” just requires a memo.
A “Yes” requires committees,
funds, studies, planning, etc.
You can easily see the bureau-
cratic path of least resistance
always points to “No.”

So, now that my or our
word-fix has been satisfied
. here is my suggestion.

Form a not-for-profit
corporation, called Bay Tree
Spring (corporation). The
corporation can be com-
prised of concerned indi-
viduals who are capable of
negotiating a transfer of
responsibility for Bay Tree
Spring out of the hands of
the various acronyms and
into the hands of “Bay Tree
Spring” (n.p. corporation).

From that point on, it will
become a creative project
for ldyllwildians to address
and resolve all the issues and
problems associated with
reopening the spring and
recovering this resource.
dmgitw

T e

The concrete over Bay
Tree Spring was actually
applied with hands and
tools and funds. Any future
change in that condition
must also be accomplished
with hands and tools and
funds and the words plainly
printed on a sign: “Natural
Spring, Use water at your
own discretion, contact Bay
Tree Spring Corporation for
more information.”

Almadeus Star Gioeli

Idyllwild

Dedicated to a
Lilac Festival

Editor:

Idyllwild has been a
touchstone in my life for
over 50 years and it’s time
for me to give something
back to this mountain para-
dise. I would like to donate
1,000 lilacs over three years
to the downtown area. Lilacs
have long been a part of
gardens on the Hill, doing
well with little maintenance
or care.

I am seeking a small
group of volunteers willing
to help one or two Saturdays
a year for two or three years
to help plant them. With a
little work and care, lilacs
could become a rich part of
our lives. Idyllwild could be
a floral show place during
the month of May each year,
an Alpine village unique in
California.

During 2013, the last year
of planting in the downtown
area, several hundred lilacs
will be made available to
residents at $10 each. In
2015, we could look for-
ward to Idyllwild’s first lilac
festival. The fragrance and
color of lilacs will forever
make May one of the most
memorable months on the
Hill.

Check this and future is-
sues of the Town Crier for
information meeting dates.
[Editor’s note: See Com-
munity calendar, page 5.]

I hope my dream for
lilacs on the Hill is shared
by others willing to help.

Gary Parton
Idyllwild
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Off the main roads

By Lee Arnson, RMRU member

Hiking, teaching and preparing ...

I hike quite a bit with my younger daughters, Riley
and Brooke. As | spend more time with them in the
high country, hiking at their pace, | have come to
appreciate the wilderness in a different way.

If I am in the high country by myself, | move at a
pretty quick pace, concentrating on the task at hand
if it be search or rescue, or thinking about getting
to my destination if it's a day hike. When | am with my
kids, | have come to notice that the final destination is
not as important as the journey of getting there.

The hike from Humber Park to Saddle Junction has
three creek crossings along the way. | have passed by
these crossings at least a thousand times in the last 30
years without giving them much notice. This time of year,
they are flowing strong with snow melt and | now take
advantage of them as being great places to stop and rest.
My daughters splash around for awhile, while | actually
sit, relax and take in the sights. Then, it’s on to the next
one and before you know it, we are at the Saddle.

Another aspect | consider when hiking with my kids
is what they would do if something were to happen to
me and they had to go for help. I am always pointing

out landmarks while we hike so if they had to, they
could find their way back to a main trail in hopes of
meeting up with another hiker or getting to a place
where a phone call could be made for help. There
are a few locations in the high country where you
- get cell service. I make sure | point these out to my
daughters, as my oldest one carries her own phone,
or my youngest could take mine if we were in need
of help.

If we are on one of the main trails, | always take the
time to point out the signs at the trail junctions, noting
which way we are headed. As we return, passing by these
junctions again, | ask them, “Which way should we go?”

Many things have to be considered before going for
help, and as | have written in the past, it is best to stay
put if you are lost, but if it is an emergency, and you are
with other hikers, they should be able to go for help in a
safe manner. Just knowing that my daughters could handle
themselves is comforting.

So if you do hike with your children, even if it's in an
area that you know well, take the time to slow down, point
out landmarks you have seen many times before, make it
fun for them and you may see the forest in a new light.

Two sides to
Monument story

Editor:

Who authorized Mike
Pearson to negotiate a deal
for a new monument without
the community’s say? Who
is this backdoor Charlie? If
memory serves [me right],
Pearson was adamant and
hell-bent on cutting down
the original monument.

At the time, David Roy
stated he could save the
monument, repair cracks and
thousands of woodpecker
holes like only he knows
how.

Pearson, the monument’s

steward, failed in his duty to
stay on top of the mainte-
nance of the monument. But
Pearson and the Chamber
refused to listen. Mr. Roy
should have been given that
chance.

The Chamber listened to
a logger and not a man who
has dedicated his life to cre-
ating, caring [for], and pre-
serving the beauty of wood.
Listen to David Roy ... What
a shame, the monument mess
could have been avoided. Oh,
one other thing, | thought
at one time LaBenne would
carve the new monument for
nothing.

It should also be noted

that while LaBenne was carv-
ing the original monument,
he also sold his own small
carvings to make money.
Roy is selling T-shirts to
make ends meet. What’s the
difference?

If the people of Idyllwild
have any questions at all

about David Roy’s monu-
ment, its history, funding
problems or why he is selling
T-shirts, all they need to do
is ask him. Just talk to him.
David Roy is the most honest
guy you'll ever meet.

Gary Wall

San Diego

Back-to-school supplies needed

On July 20, the Idyllwild HELP Center kicked off the Back
to School Supplies Drive for local K-8 students. The “school
bus” and “stop sign” will be at BBVA Compass through Aug.
16. On the bus and stop sign will be tags with a child’s age,
gender and grade and their back-to school-needs. Our children
need just the basics: pencils, paper, backpacks, lunchboxes,
rulers and erasers. For further information about the drive,
call the HELP Center at 659-2110.

Prov:cllng affordable
care for the health
or our communltg

lcﬂ llwild

Co mmunit
Kristin Ethier Acu pu ncture
L.Ac., Dipl. OM
ic[y([wiﬁfconmumityacuptmctm‘e. com

(951) 659-2500
54445 N. Circle Drive
P.O. Box 1985
Idy(twild, CA 92549

| « WHOLESALE PRICES %
on Quality Winter Pool Supplies,
Pool Kits & Accessories

* DEEP DISCOUNTS
on Inground Safety Covers
* SAVE MONEY on all

Aboveground & Inground
Mesh and Winter Covers
call

Today! 800-250-5502

BW Inc. (EBB Rating A+)
In Business Since 1990
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Allstate Insurance tests fire retardant for homeowners

By Beth Nottley
Staff reporter

Hill residents who have
homeowners insurance
through Allstate Insurance
Company were recently noti-
fied that their homes would
be part of a pilot test. If a
wildfire were to approach the
mountain communities, the
structures and surrounding
landscape of Allstate’s cli-
ents could be sprayed with
a fire retardant as part of
the company’s new Wildfire
Protection Program.

As the main feature of the
program, Allstate is running

a test from August through
the remainder of the fire
season in two geographical
areas deemed to be at high
wildfire risk — a 90-mile
radius from Fallbrook and
from Simi Valley. During the
test period, Allstate’s partner
in the program, Firebreak
Spray Systems, LLC, will at-
tempt to reach the insured’s
property in advance of an
approaching wildfire. They
may choose to spray the
property with Phos-Chek,
the same fire retardant that
the U.S. Forest Service uses
when fighting wildfires.
Phos-Chek renders fuel

sources such as grass, pine
needles and woody material
nonflammable. As heat in-
creases from an approaching
fire, the product decomposes
and gives off water vapor
to cool the flames. A non-
flammable carbon coating
remains to insulate the fuel
source, virtually starving the
fire of fuel. It is a long-term
fire retardant, designed to
work until it is washed off
with rain or sprayed water.

According to Jim Klap-
thor, Allstate corporate rela-
tions, the Wildfire Protection
Program is a “test run of a
fire suppression system to

see if it’s beneficial to policy
holders and, if called upon,
actually works.” Policyhold-
ers in the test area were
automatically enrolled in the
program at no cost, and were
notified that if they wanted
to opt out, it had to be done
in writing within 14 days of
July 15, the date of Allstate’s
letter notifying policyholders
of the program.

In its notification to poli-
cyholders, Allstate made it
clear that although the goal
of the program is to protect
homes in the proximity of
an active wildfire, there is
no guarantee that one of the

Propane bills reduced at Hummingbird

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

According to Pine
Cove’s Hummingbird Mo-
bile Home Park resident
Brandi Selkirk, the River-
side County Agricultural
(AG) Commissioner’s Of-
fice, division of Weights
and Measures, significantly
reduced propane bills for
a majority of the Park’s af-
fected residents.

The problem arose from
inaccurate meter readings.
An employee of park owner
Focus Management was re-
sponsible and residents were
surprised by bills for eight
months to a year ranging
from $1,000 to $3,000.

Lodging
Directory of Idyllwild

“Propane bills for ev-
eryone in the park, except
for mine, came down,” said
Selkirk. “My mother’s came
down from $3,000 to $856,
my sister’s from $2,700 to
$500 and Kat Davis’ from
$1,190 to $18. They [AG]
said my readings were most-
ly accurate and that my
meter was probably faulty.”

In last week’s edition, we
reported that Focus Man-
agement asked residents to
pay past due propane bills
by Aug. 4 or they would
be given three days to pay
or vacate. Jon Zorn, Focus
Management president, con-
tacted the Crier to clarify
that only residents that had
made no arrangement with

Focus to set up a payment
plan would be asked to pay
the full balance immediately
or be served a 3-day no-
tice.

“Residents were served a
notice to pay or quit only if
they did not pay their cur-
rent rent and utility charges,
or did not set up a pay-
ment plan,” he said. “When
Weights and Measures told
me the adjusted amounts
were incorrect, | served
notices only for the current
charges that were past due.
I have honestly worked with
Weights and Measures to
make sure that the residents’
bills were adjusted correctly,
and always tried to work
compassionately with the

Alhatti Private Christian Resort

A private Christian setting « Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 = (951) 659-2066 = www.alhatti.com

The Fireside Inn & Cabins e Fireplaces,
TV/DVD players, pets welcome e 1-877-797-3473
54540 North Circle Dr. « www.thefireside-inn.com

residents to clear this up
with as little disruption to
their budgets as possible,”
said Zorn. “When any resi-
dent called me to ask for a
payment plan, | said, ‘What
can you afford?” and I did
not charge interest.”

Zorn indicated that Focus
has yet to collect on what he
terms the “vast majority” of
propane used last winter
by residents and is waiting
till the matter is resolved
by Weights and Measures.
“We still expect residents
to make prompt payment
on all charges that are not
in dispute,” he said.

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

The Bluebird Cottage Inn
on 3 ac. = www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com « Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 = (951) 659-2696

Wilder Cabins-on Strawberry Creek
Kitchens « Cable = Transportation to Trailheads = Pets Welcome.
54550 So. Circle Dr. ® 659-2926 = www.wildercabins.com

Edelweiss Lodge - www.icabindu.com
Romantic cabins = Kitchens = Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals
Quality Cabins = Creekside = Fireplaces = Pet Friendly
26345 Delano Dr.ewww.quietcreekinn.com=800-450-6110

Check out our Lodging Directory
Web site at www.towncrier.com

Firebreak service trucks will
be able to reach a property
during a wildfire. Idyllwild
Fire Chief Norm Walker
said he approves of Allstate’s
cautiousness. “I like their ap-
proach; in the face of a big
wildfire when we’re evacuat-
ing residents they may not be
able to get in to the area”
He did say, however, that if
homes were able to be sprayed
with the fire retardant, “it

—

could save some houses.” He
said Phos-Chek is a “good
product” and added, “It's a
fertilizer, so the long-term

effect on plants is good.”
Walker did express res-
ervations about employees
of a private company being
on the scene of a wildfire,
possibly getting in the way
of firefighting crews or cre-
ating a situation where the
See Allstate, page 23

Churches and Spiritual
Centers Directory |
of 1dyllwild i

——

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fellowship
Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer.
Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 9:30am plus Weekly
Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038. On Hwy 243 at Idyllwild *
Pines Camp, directly across from Idyliwild School.

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school,
+ 10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m. *
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to
the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

Community Presbyterian Church
54400 N. Circle Dr. 659-2935 ¢ Rev. Richard Olson
* Sunday Worship - 9:30 a.m. + ‘

Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~
Child care available « Wednesday: Men's Breakfast — 6:15 a.m.

Idyllwild Bible Church
25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott.
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship. *
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.

Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.
Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday

Call Church Office for Information. 659-4775

Queen of Angels Roman Catholic Church
4 54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA ‘
Father Charles E. Miller
Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.;
Sat. 5 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.;
Confession: Sat. 4:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

An Anglican House of Prayer for all people

+ 5t Mugﬁ3 Episcopal Church *

Rev. Gordon Scheible ¢ Sunday Service, 10:00 am
25525 Tahquitz Dr. (in Fern Valley off South Circle Dr.)

Phone (951) 659-4471 +

Spiritual Living Center
Idyllwild Religious Science
54423 Village Center Dr., Ste. 5 on lower floor. 659-3464.
Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday service, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.;
* Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays. *

Shiloh Christian Ministries

~ FULL GOSPEL ~ |

54968 Upper Pine Crest ‘

Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416 ‘

+ Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm * [

International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild
First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561
Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
* Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi. +
SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch. Meditation

instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info. www.zmc.org

+

2=
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Local Dining, Arts & Entertainment

Arts & Entertainment Calendar

Arts & Entertainment Calen-
dar listings are at the discretion
of the editor. Submittal forms can
be picked up at the Town Crier.

Wednesday, Aug. | |

Can’t Beat Poetry,5 p.m.Chakra
Shack.

Desert Rose, 6-9 pm. Café
Aroma.

“Salt,” 7 p.m. Rustic Theatre.

Thursday, Aug. 12

Bridge, 12:30-4 pm. Creek-
stone Inn. For information,
call 659-4910.

Masters (55 & Over) Co-ed
Softball League, 4 p.m.Town
Hall.

Free Zydeco Dance Lessons
sponsored by ICRC, 5-6:15
p.m. Idyllwild  Community
Center Park.

Dan Papaila, 6-9 p.m. Café Aro-
ma.

Idyllwild Summer Concert Se-
ries: Mountain High Swamp
Rockers 6:15 p.m,; Lisa Hal-
ey & The Zydekats, 7 p.m.
Idyllwild Community Center
Park.

“Salt,” 7 p.m. Rustic Theatre.

Chamberfest Master Class:
Winds, 8 p.m. Stephens Re-
cital Hall; Chamberfest Mas-
ter Class: Brass, 8 p.m. IAF
Theatre, Idyllwild Arts.

Friday, Aug. 13

Children’s  Center  Open
House: Multi-Arts, 2:45 p.m.
Chamberfest Master Class:
Strings, 8 p.m. Stephens Re-
cital Hall, Idyllwild Arts.

Willy B., 5:30-8:30 p.m. Arriba
Mexican Restaurant.

Karma Dogs, 6-9 pm. Café
Aroma.

Sandii Castleberry, Bill Saitta &
Paul Carman, 6-9 p.m. The
Creek House.

The Budweiser Girls, 6-1 1 p.m;
DJ or Karaoke, 9 pm.-| am.
Jo'An’s Restaurant.

“Dinner for Schmucks,” 7 p.m.
Rustic Theatre.

Isis Theatre Company presents:
“Reasons To Be Pretty,” 7
p.m. reception; 7:30 p.m. cur-
tain. Caine Learning Center.

Karaoke, 8:30 p.m.-2 am. Bone
Daddy'z,

Saturday, Aug. 14

David Jerome, 9 am.noon;
The GirlZ |-3 p.m, Bill Sait-
ta, 6-9 p.m. Café Aroma.

Butterfly Daze, 9 am. - 4 pm;
Live music by DoRojo,
noon-3 p.m. Idyllwild Nature
Center.

Chamberfest Student chamber
Music, |0 a.m. Stephens Re-
cital Hall; High School Festi-
val Choir, |p.m.|AFTheatre;

Chamberfest Chamber Or-
chestra, 3:30 p.m. IAF The-
atre; Chamberfest Music
Faculty Recital, 8 p.m. Ste-
phens Recital Hall, Idyllwild
Arts.

“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-
torical Exhibit, || am.-4
p.m. Idyllwild Area Historical
Museum.

Jerome Robinson, [-5 p.m.; The
Satellites, 9:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m.
Jo'’An’s Restaurant.

“Dinner for Schmucks,” 2, 4:30
& 7 p.m. Rustic Theatre.

Drum Circle, 4 p.m. Chakra
Shack.

Poetic Justice with Alex Wat-
son, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Arriba
Mexican Restaurant.

Isis Theatre Company presents:

“Reasons To Be Pretty,” 7
p.m. reception; 7:30 p.m. cur-
tain. Caine Learning Center.

D) Tek, 9 pm.-2 am. Bone
Daddy'z.

Sunday, Aug. |5

Ernesto Ale,9 am.-noon; Swift
Pony, [-3 pm.; Skeleton
Crew, 6-9 pm. Café Aroma.

Psychic Fair, 10-4 p.m. Chakra
Shack.

“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-
torical Exhibit, || am.-4
p.m. ldyllwild Area Historical
Museum.

COLONEL BO’S COMPLAINT

What a Day! What a Gorgeous Day!” Cou-
pled with a joyful smile, this greeting is one we
hear a dozen times a day around the Post Of-
fice. The flatlanders call complaining about the
heat or the humidity or the governor or just the
flatland. But here on the ‘Hill’, we smile and en-
joy the cool, clean, clear breeze, just enough
to keep the flag unfurled. Reminds us, ‘This is
America; not Heaven.’
“Need Rain!” A Long Beach biker yells back to
Charlie Wix's cheery greeting. My thoughts flashed back to 1950,
Korea. My jet fighter squadron was flying out of K-28 — south of
In’chon on the Yellow Sea. It rained steadily for three months. Cold,
steady rain. We were in squad tents and mud. Even the mosquitoes
were grounded. All our GI trucks and jeeps were stuck in the goo.
Nothing was flying. There was no beer, no booze, no ice cream.
Just dry eggs and Spam and a nonstop poker game from February
il June. One night | heard the chaplain, “Gents, | swear to you, I'll
never pray for rain again, ever.” I've seen that chaplain around our
Post Office. Suppose he’s responsible for this glorious weather?
Stop by B's MOUNTAIN of BOOKS — read or listen to my DIS-
HONORED GLORY and enjoy the weather.

Jerome Robinson, -5 pm. Jo'
An’s Restaurant.

“Dinner for Schmucks,” 2, 4:30
& 7 p.m. Rustic Theatre.

Monday, Aug. 16

Children’s Storytime, 10:30 am.
Idyliwild Library.

Tucker vs. Elvis, 6-9 p.m. Café
Aroma.

“Dinner for Schmucks,” 7 p.m.
Rustic Theatre.

Student Recital: Instrumental
and Vocal Music, 8 pm. Ste-
phens Recital Hall, Idyliwild
Arts.

Tuesday, Aug. 17
Jazz Night, 6-9 p.m. Café Aroma.
“Dinner for Schmucks,” 7 p.m.
Rustic Theatre.
Student Recital: Percussion, 7:30
p.m.|AF Theatre; Student Re-

cital: Instrumental and Vocal
Music, 8 p.m. Stephens Re-
cital Hall, Idyllwild Arts.

Wednesday, Aug. 18
Peter Curtis, 6-9 pm. Café
Aroma.

“Dinner for Schmucks,” 7 p.m.

Rustic Theatre.

Student Recital: Instrumental
and Vocal Music, 8 p.m. Ste-
phens Recital Hall, Idyllwild
Arts.

Thursday, Aug. 19
Bridge, 12:30-4 pm. Creek-

stone Inn. For information,

call 659-4910.

Masters (55 & Over) Co-ed
Softball League, 4 p.m.Town
Hall.

Barry Lawrence, 6-9 p.m. Café
Aroma.

“Dinner for Schmucks,” 7 pm.
Rustic Theatre.

Idyllwild Summer Concert Se-
ries: United States Marine
Corps Band, 7 p.m. Idyliwild
Community Center Park.

Barry Lawrence, 7 pm. Café
Aroma.

Festival Music Faculty Recital,
8 p.m. Stephens Recital Hall,
Idyllwild Arts.

Friday, Aug. 20
Children’s Center Open House:
Multi-Arts,2:45 p.m.; Theatre
Production: Sketch Comedy,
8 p.m. Junior Players Theatre;
High School Festival Choir
& Opera Workshop, 8 p.m.
IAF Theatre, Idyllwild Arts.
Willy B., 5:30-8:30 p.m. Arriba
Mexican Restaurant.
See A&E, page 11

Idyllwild
Summer Concerts

Lisa Haley &
The Zydekats

6:15 — Mountain High Swamp Rockers
Concert Sponsored by Rush Strong

USMC Concert Band

No Opening Act

Special thanks to the

Idyllwild Community Recreation Council
for their generous donation of the venue!

---- Thanks To Our Series Sponsors ----
Linda & Manny Rider Series Sponsors Times 4,
Idyllwild Rotary, Town Crier, Idyllwild Pizza,

The Rainbow Inn,

Silver Pines & Creekstone Inn and Doug Austin

ICRC property at corner of Ridge View and Hwy 243 Across from Shell Station.

Handicap Parking Available.

Special Thanks to the Mountain Community Patrol! Bring your flashlights.
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Country music benefit for Idyllwild kids

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

Country music singer
and songwriter Mark Con-
nors will perform his 2nd-
annual “Bless Our Chil-
dren” benefit concert for
the Idyllwild HELP Center
on Saturday, Aug. 21 at
the Buckhorn Camp Peace
Center. His last Idyllwild
concert in January raised
more than $1,600 for the
Idyllwild HELP Center
Children’s Fund.

Although that concert

was only seven months ago,
Connor wants to avoid an
ill-timed major snowstorm
like the one that may have
adversely affected atten-
dance at January’s concert.
He is using a new venue
that can seat several hun-
dred people in order to
raise more money for the
program that provides items
such as clothing and school
supplies to local children of
low-income families.
Connors will perform
solo at the Aug. 21 con-
cert, accompanied by

MDP CERT class this weekend

Mountain Disaster Preparedness (MDP) is offering
a CERT training class from Aug. 13-15 and anyone 18
years or older is invited to attend. There is no cost for
the class. To become certified, participants must attend
all three days of the class, which will be held at the
IFPD training room. The Friday, Aug. 13 session meets
from 5 to 9 p.m.; the Saturday and Sunday sessions
meet from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Individuals who are already CERT trained and want
to take the class as a refresher are welcome to attend
this class.

Volunteers are sought to act as the victims and help
at the Sunday session’s exercise test.

Preregistration is required to attend the CERT class
so that training material will be available for each
participant. Please send us your name, address, and e-
mail for the initial registration to Rick Foster at rick.
foster@verizon.net. Foster can also be reached at (951)
659-1938.

www.towncrier.com/entertainment

background music from
his band’s soundtrack. A
15-minute video will be
shown in which Connors
talks about his experiences
as a homeless youth and his
dedication to raising funds
for organizations that help
children. “I know what it’s
like to go to school hungry
and wearing mismatched
clothes and shoes that
don’t fit right,” he said.
This concert will also
feature local actors, whose
identities are being kept
secret, joining him on stage
to act out the words to his
songs. “It'll be one heck of
a show,” said Connors.
Since his January perfor-
mance in Idyllwild, Con-
nors has had a big year.
He relocated from Idyllwild
to Nashville full-time, re-
leased his third CD, “Its
All About the Country,”
and is presently on a year-

Jo’an’s
Jo’An Lackey is Back
inviting all friends & customers
to come check us out!
Friday, Aug. 13: Budweiser Girls
6-11pm « $1 off Budweiser Beer

Friday & Saturday: Prime Rib
Rock Climbers Special: 140z. -$19.95
Hikers Special: 120z. - $17.95

DJ or Karaoke on Fri., 9pm-1am
The Satellites on sat., 9:30pm-1:30am

BBQ Beer Garden
Open Sat. & Sun., 11am with
Live Music by Jerome Robinson from 1-5pm

Please join us for our

Grand Reopening Saturday, Aug. 21
Food & Drink Specials
the Satellites Band 9pm-1am

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Seecials
Mon.-Fri.

10% Discount For Locals

The Gastrognome
Think Grome!

Breakfast Lunch Dinner

Open :Z)ai/é; /mm 10:00am
Cocktails CafeMenu Catering
/eederual‘iond or inﬁ;rmafion 659-5055

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Crafts Show & Sell

long national tour. He
was named official host of
Country Stars Online and
hosts an Internet video
show, “Road Stars of Coun-
try.” He said he’s gotten
international exposure by
getting picked up by the
British Broadcasting Com-
pany. Besides airplay in
Great Britain, he is played
on the Armed Forces radio
in Irag and Afghanistan.

He’s just released his
fourth CD called, “I'm
Broken In, So Bring It On,”
which Connors said reflects
his determination to suc-
ceed in spite of challenges
he’s faced trying to make
in the music industry.

For his second fund-
raising concert for the
Idyllwild HELP Center
Childrens Fund, Connors
is determined to put on a
good show to raise money
for a good cause. He'll take

Mark Connors
Photo courtesy of Mark Connors

the stage at the Buckhorn
Camp Peace Center at 7
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 21.
Tickets are $10 for adults,
$5 for children ages 12
and under. Tickets can be

purchased in advance at
Wooley’s, Idyllwild Phar-
macy and Pony Express.

Beth Nottley can be
reached at beth@towncrier.
com.

WATERCOLOR CLASSES
in Idyllwild

(Sk:r’ey

(951) 858-7005

e shirloz4du@hotmail.com
View the instructor's work at Florist in the Forest & Gallery

MDA

(Shites)

area.

wonderful preserve!

Thousand Trails, a private preserve, located
at 24400 Canyon Trail in Pine Cove, opened to
nonmembers effective Feb. 1, 2010. Doing so has
created opportunities for all Idyllwild and Pine Cove
residents to rent a table at our monthly vendor craft
tables for show and sell. The Show & Sell will be the
first Saturday of the month. Please contact Chris Reed,
Recreation Director, at (951) 659-0698 for further details.
This is a first come, first served basis so call ahead to
reserve your table. We are looking forward to meeting all
of you and to seeing your crafts and talents.

While you are shopping at the Market Place, take
some time to enjoy a hamburger or hot dog with all the
fixings for a reasonable price at the Coyote Grill Patio

Looking forward to seeing you here at our

Tousand Trails .-

America’s Finest Family Camping

— In the

ldg”wild’s Classic Creekside
Dinner House
Steaks*Seafood*Salad Bar*Cocktails
659-0686
Dinner Thursclag ~ Sunc]ag
Happg Hour Nightlg until 5:30 p-m.
54905 No. Circle Dr.

Live Entertainment
Friday, Aug. 13, 6-9 p.m.
“Sandii Castleberry, Bill Saitta

& Paul Carman”’

Lounge —




