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Monday was the first day of school. Parents and students crowd Idyllwild School’s

entrance as they search for names and room assignments.

Photo by J. P. Crumrine

Jazz: Pass the past
to the future

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

ttendees of the 17th
Annual Jazz in the
Pines (which begins

Friday night with a patron’s
dinner) have an opportunity
to meet a bona fide hero.
Marshall Hawkins, ostensibly
the music director for each
of the 17 jazz festivals, is that
and much more.

Hawkins’ contributions,
unlike his string bass, are
silent and often go unnaticed
by his numerous beneficia-
ries.

He has performed for
presidents, with national
and international stars and

venues from coast to

coast. Jazz musicians know
and admire him. Many jazz
performers, such as Henry
Franklin, Harry Pickens and
Andy Fraga, Jr. play at the
Jazz Fest because of their
personal and professional
connection with Hawkins.

In 2005, Idyllwild Arts
honored Hawkins, and Pick-
ens wrote, “Marshall Hawkins
is simply one of the most
inspirational human beings
I have ever had the pleasure
of knowing.” He then listed
seven reasons, among which
were that Hawkins was an
ambassador for jazz, an in-
spiring and inspired teacher
and a tireless innovator and
promoter of music.

With music, Hawkins

is much more than a per-
former. He teaches, instructs,
conducts, contributes and
creates. Groups often fail to
recognize his gifts and ongo-
ing efforts to help children.
In 1994, five years after
“Field of Dreams,” Hawkins
adopted Ray Kinsella’s (Kev-
in Costner’s) advice. He
built it and they came. The
attendance at Jazz in the
Pines continues to grow. The
headliners are even more
renowned. But many of the
performers who simply play
for love, without headlines
and radio station fanfare,
come to make music again

with Hawkins.
“Jazz is the true American
See Jazz, page 22

ldyllwild School
Improves Its
Star scores

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

he 2010 Standardized

Testing and Report-

ing (STAR) program
scores were released on Aug.
16. ldyllwild School’s (IS)
overall results continue to
improve.

IS Principal Matt Krae-
mer expressed satisfaction
with the test results that also
contained some welcome
surprises. Middle School
students in seventh and
eighth grades scored well
above Hemet Unified School
District (HUSD) averages
in language arts. Eighty-
one percent of IS seventh-
graders were advanced or
proficient in language arts
while 75 percent of eighth-

graders reached those levels.
District-wide only 51 per-
cent of seventh- and eighth-
students were proficient or
above in language arts.

Based on the STAR
results, Kraemer estimates
Idyllwild’s Academic Perfor-
mance Index will increase by
three points to 843.

State Superintendent
of Public Instruction Jack
O’Connell, in releasing the
STAR scores said, “For the
eighth consecutive year,
California’s public school
student performance has
improved. Even as schools
struggle with the ongoing
state fiscal crisis, it is im-
pressive that we are seeing
sustained growth in profi-
ciency.

See Star, page 8

New Hemet police
chief Scot Collins

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Editor’s note: On Wednes-
day, Aug. 18, new Hemet
Station Commander Scot
Collins came to Idyllwild
to be interviewed by Town
Crier staff.

aptain Scot Collins,
46, new commander
at Riverside County

Sheriff’s Department Hemet
Station, faces county-wide
budget cutbacks and their
potential effect on service.
“It's a balancing act,” said
Collins, acknowledging the
challenges posed by leaner

budgets and impacts on
staffing.

Three weeks into his
position, he believes that
rather than impose only his
solutions, it is important
to access valuable at-hand
resources — his employees.
“I’'m not a huge advocate of
change purely for the pur-
pose of change,” he said.

Collins, a careful listener,
speaks thoughtfully when
attempting to answer ques-
tions. He said that seeking
his staff’s ideas and sugges-
tions for innovative solu-
tions to pressing problems
is the smarter way. “We have

See Collins, page 10
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News of record
Fire log Riverside County Fire, Ranch Road, Garner Val- senger, Bautista Road on

Hill fire stations respond-
ed to the following calls,
Monday to Sunday, Aug. 16
to Aug. 22:

Idyllwild Fire Department
and Ambulance

Aug. 17 — Medical aid,
Fern Valley Road, Idyllwild.

Aug. 19 — Malicious false
alarm, Saunders Meadow
Road and Crestview Drive,
Idyllwild.

Aug. 19 — Medical aid,
Tahquitz View Drive and
Pine Avenue, Idyllwild.

Aug. 19 — Public service,
Highway 243 and Ridgeview
Drive, Idyllwild.

Aug. 21 — Medical
aid, Pine Crest Avenue,
Idyliwild.

Aug. 21 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

Aug. 22 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

Aug. 22 — Medical aid,
Highway 243, Pine Cove.

Pine Cove

Aug. 19 — Wildland
fire.

Aug. 19 — Debris fire.

Aug. 21 — Fire menace
standby.

Aug. 22 — Medical aid,
fainted or passed out.

Riverside County Fire,
Garner Valley

Aug. 18 — Public service
assist, 41000 block of Gas-
sner Road, Anza.

Aug. 19 — False alarm,
26000 block of Saunders
Meadow Road, Idyllwild.

Aug. 21 — Medical aid,
54000 block of Highway 74,
Garner Valley.

Aug. 21 — Medical aid,
43000 block of Cobbs Cow
Path, Garner Valley.

Aug. 22 — Medical aid,
59000 block of Morris
Ranch Road, Garner Val-
ley.

Aug. 22 — Medical aid,
59000 block of Morris

ley.

Riverside County Fire,
Pinyon

Aug. 18 — Public service
assist, Highway 74 at mile-
post marker 87, Pinyon.

Aug. 19 — Medical aid,
Deep Canyon Drive, Pinyon.
Transport to unknown loca-
tion.

Riverside County Fire,
Anza
Log unavailable.

CHP log

The resident post of the
California Highway Patrol
responded to the following
call from Monday to Sun-
day, Aug. 16 to Aug. 22.
This may not be a complete
list of responses:

Aug. 16 — Single-vehicle
traffic collision with serious
injury to 17-year-old pas-

Cahuilla Reservation. Kevin
Blair, 24, of Anza arrested
on suspicion of DUI.

All people identified here
are presumed innocent of
these preliminary charges
pending court actions. Only
the names of suspects charged
with felonies will be print-
ed.

Sheriff’s log

The Lake Hemet Subdivi-
sion of the Riverside County
Sheriff’s Department re-
sponded to the following
call from Wednesday, Aug.
11 to Tuesday, Aug. 24. This
may not be a complete list
of responses:

Aug. 11 — An unknown
suspect committed felony
burglary in the 43800 block
of Terwilliger Road, Anza.
The case remains open but
suspended.

A member of the Mountain Community Patrol removes graffiti

from a local rock.

Photo courtesy of Mountain Community Patrol

Strange but true
One of Ernest Hemingway’s early English teachers
claimed that the future Nobel Prize winner would

“never learn to write.”

GRINER CONSTRUCTION

Terry Griner

Fire restrictions on the Forest

The U.S. Forest Service has issued new and tighter
fire restrictions for the San Bernardino National Forest
(SBNF). They include the following:

Wood or charcoal fires are permitted only in developed
campgrounds, picnic areas and Yellow Post sites on the
San Bernardino National Forest;

Campfire permits, which are available at your local
Ranger Station, are required for propane and gas stoves
and lanterns used outside of developed recreation sites;

Recreational shooting is limited to designated sites and
public shooting ranges operated under special use permit
only — except those engaged in legal hunting;

An approved spark arrester is required for any internal
combustion engine;

Smoking is limited to enclosed vehicles, buildings and
developed recreation sites;

A permit is required for welding or operating any torch
device with an open flame or for use of any explosive
device; and

Fireworks are always prohibited on the SBNF. Tracer,
armor piercing, steel core, and Teflon ammunitions are
also prohibited, as is discharging a firearm at any ex-
ploding target.

Idyllwild Appliance is still here.
Just give us a call for Sales & Service.

(951) 659-9845

Lic. #: A42153

Annual Yard Sale on Labor Day weekend

The Mountain Community Patrol (MCP), famous on
the Hill for its annual yard sale held, in the past, over
Memorial Day weekend, has moved the event to Labor
Day weekend.

The MCP 1st annual Labor Day Weekend Yard Sale
will be held from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
Sept. 3 and 4. The location of the sale is 54185 South
Circle Drive.

All proceeds from the sale benefit the Mountain Com-
munity Patrol.

LABOR DAY FAMILY FUN
Sept. 4,5&6

Saturday, 10am-1pm
“Dog Day Afternoon” will feature Living Free
adoptable dogs & ARF. We will have a trainer and dog

behavioral specialist working with dogs.

Sunday, 10am-1pm
Dr. Bill Hayes, Loma Linda University professor,
will present a program on the Characteristics of

Southern Pacific Rattlesnakes, their venom and
anti venom studies. Bill will have live snakes as part
of his program.

Monday, 10am-1pm
Dr. Kirk Olsen will be presenting his program on
“What makes a bug a bug?” Get a magnified look
at the critters around us.

CHILDREN’S CRAFTS ALL THREE DAYS!
Day use Fee Required:
$2 11yrs and up; $1 Children under 11 & Dogs

(951) 659-3850

General Building & Engineering Contractor
License# 530771 A&B

P.O. Box 1692 - Idyllwild, CA 92549

951-659-5660 Office

Idyllwild Weather

From the National Weather Service

951-659-0053 Fax

Thursday
8/26

Friday
8/27

Saturday
8/28

86/54

90/57
Partly cloudy | Mostly sunny. | Mostly sunny. | Mostly sunny. | Mostly sunny.
and warm.

87/54

93/62

95/64

Idyllwild this year
Date High Low M S

Idyllwild last year
High Low M S

8-16 92 61 81 47
8-17 89 61 85 48
8-18 87 59 88 47
8-19 87 59 na na
8-20 na na 87 55
8-21 89 54 88 59
8-22 86 58 79 59

Snow in inches
To date this season (ldy): 0
To date last season (ldy): 0
Total last season (Idy): 35.91
To date this season (PC): .03 To date this season (PC): 0
Total last season (PC):  30.92 Total last season (PC): 725

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m.
at the Idyllwild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are mea-
sured by resident George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture
inches include all precipitation such as rain, melted hail
and melted snow.

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at
1-800-427-7623.

Moisture in inches
To date this season (Idy): .10
To date last season (ldy): .04
Total last season (ldy): 23.61




Outside Idyllwild

By Bruce Watts

Six essentials for hikers over 60

As the bulk of the baby boomer gen-
eration passes into our seventh decade on
planet earth, we discover that the rules are
changing. X

Face it, we are no longer spring chickens.
Thus, the wear and tear on our bodies is something that
we all have to deal with on a daily basis. So instead of my
usual annual ten essentials column, | decided to prepare
a special list of six essentials for my older readers.

1. Probably the most useful medication to have along
for an older hiker is Ibuprofen, or as hikers call it “vita-
min 1.” Vitamin | is best taken about an hour before you
depart on your hike and another dose when you reach
your destination so you will have it in your system for
the descent. | always take mine with food as it tends to
upset my stomach.

2. It is probably a good idea to have at least two of
your four limbs in working order. It's best, at least, if
one of the two functional limbs is a leg. With all the
bad knees, ankles, feet, elbows, shoulders and wrists that
go along with being over 60, it is great if you can use at
least two of your limbs without feeling too much pain.

3. Trekking poles are not on the usual 10 essentials
list. For older hikers, these poles definitely should be in
the top three of most essential gear. | always say that
hiking with trekking poles is like having four wheel drive
but for the older crowd it might actually be more like a
three wheeler.

4. Sport Beans by Jelly Belly or their equivalent. Basi-
cally, you will need something that feels like a reward or,
in this case, something that tastes good but has sugar,
carbs and electrolytes. It could be Gu, Clif Shots or Clif
bars — whatever you prefer — but be sure to bring
something along that falls into the category of semi-
healthy candy.

Lanceleaf Liveforever (Dudleya lanceolata) is a 1-foot tall and
widesucculent plant known by the common name “Liveforever.”
This plant is native to the mountains of Southern California
and Baja California, where itisfound in rocky areas and slopes.
This dudleya has fleshy, pointed leaves of variable shape and
size, from a basal rosette of flat, spade-shaped leaves to bunches
of longer, thicker leaves. Itsstem bearsabranching inflorescence
with up to 20 flowers on each of its few branches. The flowers
are generally bright yellow, pink or red with pale green bases.

Photo courtesy of Harold Voorheis

After a long search, Dave Stith and Tom Chester discov-
ered a parsley fern (cryptogramma acrostichoides), it was
last recorded in 1932. Photo courtesy Dave Stith

Food program changed to Friday in Sept.

Due to the Labor Day holiday, food distribution for
the Low Income Commodity Distribution and the Senior
Food Share Program has been moved to Friday, Sept. 10,
from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

This program provides food on a monthly basis for
people with a low income and to all seniors. Organiz-
ers ask that participants bring an empty box for their
food.

5. Older hikers should never leave home without
braces, splints and Ace bandages, and lots of them. As
an older hiker, you never know when you are going to
need to shore up some bones, tendons or cartilage.

6. All older hikers need patience and pacing. Or to
put it another way, you need to learn to pace yourself
and use the wiles of the tortoise, not the hare. Slow and
steady makes for an enjoyable and successful hike for we
“seniors.” It is even better if you have a hiking partner so
you can take turns setting the pace. That way you have
someone to yell at when you need to slow down.

One of the best things about being an older hiker is
you know more about the flora and fauna and you can
always take the time to stop and appreciate your sur-
roundings. For me that makes living in Idyllwild even
more enjoyable. Whether | am hiking or not, I get to
see nature’s beauty and enjoy the changes of season.

So remember to take along your 10 essentials and the
six essentials listed above for you baby boomers. All it
takes is a little patience for your aging body and a little
extra time to be sure you have what you need.

Until next week, have fun, be safe.

THE suBarUA LOT TO LOVE EVENT

palmsprings
mmmmsubaru

2011 SUBARU

OUTBACK

2.5i Premium Package

$26,657

As low as

3 . 9% interest

for 72 months on approved credit
= All-Wheel Drive standard

* 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS

* 6 standard airbags

e 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine

= All-weather package

Stock #: 217013
Vin #: 319299
Model #: BDD

Cathedral City Auto Center
Hwy 111 and Perez Road

2010 SUBARU

FORESTER
21,

As low as

1 . 9% interest

for 63 months on approved credit
* Automatic

* 4-wheel ABS

* Subaru Boxer engine

= All-Wheel Drive standard

« Most award-winning small SUV

(760) 318-4700
2010 SUBARU

2.5X Special Edition
Stock #: 207220
7 Vin #: 802371
8 2 Model #: AFB

$22,960

As low as

2 . 9% interest

* All-Wheel Drive standard

« 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
* 6 standard airbags

* 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
= All-weather package

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included.
Available through August 31, 2010.

www.palmspringssubaru.com

67-925 East Palm Canyon

LEGACY

2.5i Premium Package

for 63 months on approved credit

< SUBARU.

2010 SUBARU

IMPREZA

2.5i Premium Package

$18,845

As low as

O % interest

for 48 months on approved credit
= All-Wheel Drive standard

* 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS

* 6 standard airbags

e 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine

= All-weather package

Stock #: 207231
Vin #: 241656
Model #: AAD

Stock #: 207106
Vin #: 508691
Model #: AJD
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CSA 36 appointments
announced

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Carol McClintic and Bob
Schraff will be nominated to
fill the two vacant County
Service Area (CSA) 36 Advi-
sory Committee board seats,
according to Opal Hellweg,
Third District Supervisor Jeff
Stone’s legislative assistant.
Both candidates confirmed
that Stone’s staff contacted
them and they had accepted.

The Board of Supervisors
is expected to make the ap-
pointments on Tuesday, Aug.

31, during its regular board
meeting.

McClintic and Schraff will
take their seats for the first
time at the Sept. 9 CSA 36
meeting. With their seating,
the board will reach its full
complement of five members.
The five-person board has
operated with only three since
January.

We will profile both Mc-
Clintic and Schraff in our
Sept. 2 edition.

Marshall Smith can be
reached at marshall@towncrier.
com

Clubs

s

3 K

only in Idylwild

Democrats

“Only in Idyllwild could | tap into a local resident’s

A Democratic Party rally will be held 6 to 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, Sept. 1, at Democratic Headquarters, 530-1/2 E. Florida
Ave., Hemet.

The event is a kick-off for the fall campaigns of Carl
Wood, Candidate for 65th Assembly District; Pat Meagher,
41st Congressinal District and Steve Pougnet, 45th Congres-
sional District. The event is sponsored by Democrats of
Hemet-San Jacinto and the Riverside County Democratic

delight in lilacs, and his generous plan to donate many
of these lovely trees to the town’s shops and restaurants.
When | read Gary Parton’s invitation to participate in the
planting this October, | had to attend the meeting at his
home and garden to find out how to help. The variety
and beauty — not to mention the fragrance — of these
flowering trees will complement the charms of Idyllwild’s
main street, encourage visitors and inspire residents (even

Central Committee.

For information, contact Hal Spangenberg at (951) 487-
0325 or hspangenberg@msn.com

To get a listing in “Clubs,” visit www.towncrier.com, click
on “News” in the menu at the top and click on “Submit a
news item,” or stop by and fill out a news form.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Deputy Nicholas Gruwell,
Riverside County Hemet sta-
tion problem oriented polic-
ing team member, came to
Idyllwild to collect the Town
Crier’s pictures of recent tag-
ging incidents. He also visited
the public places where graf-
fiti hits have occurred.

Gruwell will run the tag-
ging signatures through a
graffiti-tracking database
to help identify and arrest
the culprits. Under county
ordinance 733, parents of mi-

nors are financially liable for
cleanup of graffiti or tagging
done by minor children.
First-time infractions re-
sult in a fine of not more
than $100 and no jail time.
A violation, when charged as
a misdemeanor, levels a fine
of up to $1,000 and/or up to
six months in county jail, or
community service to abate
graffiti. Where the tagger is a
minor, a parent or guardian
must accompany the minor
while they perform required
community service.
Gruwell, responding to
tagging reports in Idyllwild

part-timers like me) to landscape with lilacs.”

Lois Sheppard
Seal Beach/Idyllwild

“Only in Idyllwild” may be sent one of four ways: e-mail
to beth@towncrier.com, call 659-2145, Ext. 17, fax to 659-
2071 or drop off at the office, 54295 Village Center Drive.

Deputy suggests tagging response

filed with the Sheriff’s De-
partment, theorized that the
perpetrators are juveniles in
their teens. He based his
assessment on the relatively
unsophisticated nature of the
taggers’ signatures. Authori-
ties already know the identity
of one offender.

Gruwell believes it is likely
an all-local group that is
defacing public property in
Idyllwild. He recommends in-
stallation of motion detectors
that activate lights in areas
where tagging has already
occurred. He also counseled
that a neighborhood watch

be instituted and that resi-
dents and business owners
keep records of when graf-
fiti attacks occur. Standard
procedure is to take pictures,
record the date of the inci-
dent, promptly remove the
graffiti, and contact Hemet
station at (951) 776-1099.

Special Investigations Su-
pervisor Sgt. Steve Mike
stresses rapid removal of
the graffiti, once pictures
are taken, since taggers seek
publicity.

Deputy Gruwell can be
reached at ngruwell@riversi
desheriff.org.

—

Mountain Meadow Preschool
Monday ~ Friday
9:00 - 1:00

- TFor information about this unique

Last Saturday, B’s Mountain
of Books had a ribbon cut-
ting for their grand opening.
From left to right are Steve
Moulton, Chamber of Com-
merce director, the 1dyll-
beast, Mona Twombley,
Amber Erlandson, Lauren
Devore, owner, and holding
Brandon for whom the store
— “B's"— is named, Ken
Devore (in back), part-
owner, Mary Stevenson,
Linda Devore, part-owner,
Greg Twombley and Nick
Todd, Chamber of Com-
merce director.

Photo by Cid Castillo

Sirens discretionary

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

A question arose regarding
whether fire engines racing to
afire, in what is called a Code
3 emergency, are required
to come in with sirens acti-
vated. They are not, according
to CAL FIRE’s Chief John
Hawkins. The question came
from a resident whose home
was near the site of a recent
early morning fire on Foster
Lake Road. This resident did
not hear the engines coming
in with sirens, and had no
warning that an incident was
taking place.

The governing code is
vehicular and the intent of
the code is to decrease risks of
accidents on public highways
by and involving emergency
vehicles. Hawkins said state
law allows a fire engine driver
to take exceptions to vehicle
code in order to get to an
emergency in the fastest re-
sponse time. It authorizes a
driver to use discretion to run
a stop sign, cross a double
line and other provisions in
order to fulfill the primary
mission of getting quickly
to an emergency and saving
lives, protecting communities

See Sirens, page 30

FEeid

Friends of the Library

Labor Da

Weeken

Book Sale

on the
LIBRARY DECK
Saturday, Sept. 4"

& Sunday, Sept. 5t
10a.m.-4p.m.

Many collectibles, children’s
books, Nonfiction and fiction,
in great condition

BACK TO SCHOOL SALE
Go to www.ldyllwildPharmacy.com to save with our monthly specials,
refill prescriptions and find out more about your neighborhood store.

Now Selling Jazz in the Pines Tickets!
54391 Village Center Dr. « (951) 659-2135

Creative Arts
Early Childhood Program
Contact Denise Foshay Whithey

659-4744

Call 659-2300
for more information
=E : 54185 Pine Crest Ave.
D >\ 1dyllwild, CA
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Community calendar

For the ldyllwild Arts &
Entertainment Calendar, see
“On the Town,” on page 12.

Wednesday, Aug. 25

o Idyllwild Rotary Club,
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion
Post 800, 54360 Marion View
Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

* Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

s Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
6 p.m. Spiritual Living Center,
Idyllwild  Religious Science,
women only, 54423 Village
Center Dr., Strawberry Creek
Square.

 Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.

o Idyllwild Business Im-

provement District (BID) Proj-
ect, County presentation on
BIDs, 6:30 p.m. Caine Learn-
ing Center, 54385 Pine Crest
Ave.
» Codependents Anonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spritual Liv-
ing Center, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr.

Thursday, Aug. 26

o Fit After Fifty, 11 am.
Mile-High Fitness, 54423 Vil-
lage Center Dr.

s Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

* ICRC Book Club, 7 p.m.
Creekstone Inn, 54950 Pine
Crest Ave.

* Narcotics  Anonymous,
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 54423 Village Center Dr.

Friday, Aug. 27

« Baby Play Group, 10:30
a.m. Call Debbi Geisinger, 659-
8710 or (951) 966-1094.

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30
p-m. Idyllwild Community Pres-
byterian Church, Manse Alcove,
Fellowship Hall, 54400 North
Circle Dr.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meeting
7-9 p.m. Former Morning Sky
School, 29375 Hwy 243, Moun-
tain Center. Child care available.
Call 659-0097 for information.

Saturday, Aug. 28

« Stand in Silent Vigil for
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence,
noon. Town center at “Girl
Reading” monument. Call 659-
2718.

¢ Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr;
7:30 p.m. Community Pres-
byterian Church, Fellowship
Hall, 54400 North Circle Dr.

Sunday, Aug. 29

+ Zen Meditation Group, 8
a.m. Call 659-2253. Call 659-
2253.

* Peace Meditation Practice,
10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist Dhar-
ma Center, 53191 Mountain
View, Pine Cove.

* Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.
Spiritual Living Center, Idyllwild
Religious Science, 54423 Village
Center Drive, Strawberry Creek
Square.

o Idyllwild Writer’s Guild, 3
p.m. 25685 Big Pine St., Cedar
Glen. Call 659-0130.

¢ Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-

Fishing report

trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m,,
Rancho Encino Mountain Club,
45915 Orchard Road, Poppet
Flats, across from CalFire Station
6.

Monday, Aug. 30

* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon & 7:30 p.m. St. Hugh’s
Episcopal ~ Church, 25525
Tahquitz Dr.

* Idyllwild Community Med-
itation, 5:30-8 p.m. ldyllwild
Yoga Studio. Call Val at 659-
5750.

Tuesday, Aug. 31

* Zen Meditation Group, 7
a.m. & 7 p.m. Call 659-2253.

o Fit After Fifty, 11 am. Mile-
High Fitness, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr., Strawberry Creek Square.

* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
AA Open Meeting & Big Book
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living
Center, Idyllwild Religious Sci-
ence, 54423 Village Center Dr.,
Strawberry Creek Square.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step Study meeting,
6:30-8 p.m. Former Morning
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243,
Mountain Center. Call 659-0097
for information.

Wednesday, Sept 1

* Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 am. American Legion Post
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

* Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

o Garner Valley Women’s
Club, 10:30 a.m. Garner Valley
Common, 61600 Devil’s Ladder
Rd.

¢ Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;

6 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Idyllwild Religious Science,

women only, 54423 Village
Center Dr., Strawberry Creek
Square.

* Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St.
Call 659-2523.

» Democratic Party rally, 6-8
p.m. Democratic Headquarters,
530-1/2 E. Florida Ave., Hemet.

+ Codependents Anonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spritual Living
Center, 54423 Village Center Dr.

Community service hours
* California Department of
Forestry (bark beetle issues),
8 am.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Mountain  Resource  Center
25380 Franklin Dr., 659-3335.

¢ ldyllwild HELP Center,
26330 Highway 243, 9 am.-
noon & 1-3 p.m. Tuesday-Fri-
day. 659-2110.

* ldyllwild Area Historical
Museum, 54470 North Circle
Dr., 11 am.-4 p.m. Saturday
& Sunday. Group tours by ap-
pointment. 659-2717.

o Idyllwild Library, 54185
Pine Crest Ave., 10 am.-6 p.m.
Monday & Friday, 11 a.m.-7
p.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, 659-2300.

¢ Idyllwild Nature Center,
25225 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-4:30

p.m. Tuesday-Sunday.  659-
3850.
o Idyllwild  Skate  Park,

Idyllwild Pines Camp, 26375
Highway 243, 2:30 p.m.-dusk
Wednesday & Thursday; 1:30
p.m.-dusk Friday; noon-dusk
weekends.

* Idyllwild Transfer Station,
28100 Saunders Meadow Rd, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Thursday-Mon-
day; Grinding Facility, 8 am.-
noon & 1-4 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.

The fishing report gives
California Department of
Fish and Game news on
stream and lake stock-
ing in the San Jacinto
Mountains and other mis-
cellaneous information
relating to fishing.

Lake Hemet was last
stocked with catchable-
sized rainbow trout on
Thursday, Aug. 5.

Lake Hemet

Darlene Redner at Lake
Hemet had no report on
fishing at the lake last
week.

Water level at the dam is
125.5 feet. Last year’s level
was 120 feet.

Diamond Valley

Jesse Dinkins at Diamond
Valley Lake (DVL) Reservoir
had this report on fishing at
the lake:

When it comes to bass fish-
ing, it doesn’'t get any better
than DVL! The morning bite
is wide open on a variety of
topwater and shad baits. The
drop shot rig is a mainstay
for midday with oxblood
and purple varieties being the
most reported colors.

DVL anglers saw few trout
this week. Most recent reports
have them between 30 and 60
feet on the west side of the
lake.

This is undoubtedly the
best summer of striper fishing

DVL has seen in its 6-year
life. Anglers are reporting
hundreds of pounds of striper
with an average weight of
12 pounds per fish. The hot
baits are Krocodiles, Kast-
masters, needlefish, flukes
with scroungers, and a whole
host of topwater baits. Kevin
Deemer of Hemet caught a
15.25-pound striper with a
Kastmaster while fishing near
the inlet. Honree and Evan
Davis also caught a 12-pound
striper with a Kastmaster.
Oscar Rodriguez of Ontario
caught a 15.16 pound striper
fishing near the tower with
a spoon. Mark Franco of
Yucaipa caught a 15-pound
striper fishing with a spoon.

Cody Palheggi of Upland
caught his two biggest stripers
with a Rapala while fishing
near the tower.

Fishing at DVL for a chan-
nel or blue catfish bait will
do. Anchovies, mackerel or
shrimp won't leave your line
limp. The attenuator is the
best place to anchor to catch
a cat just like that.

Bluegill is bold but crappie
is spotty. Shore anglers should
fish in the twigs with worms
or jigs. From a boat, fish the
dams with a worm and a
float.

DFG checks anglers for fish-
ing licenses. See the Idyllwild
Visitor’s Guide for locations
where licenses are sold.

THE SUBARU
ALOTTO

LOVE
EVENT

New
2011
Subaru

Outback —
2.5i mﬁ
| =

Model BDB
7015/BJ317304

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE plus
« Factory Air Conditioning
- Power Windows

« Power Door Locks + Vehicle Dynamics

» Multi-Speaker Stereo/CD Control and Much More!

24192

New 2010 Subaru
Impreza 2.5i Sedan

* Front and Side Curtain
Air Bags

One at
This
Exact
Price

Sale
Price ..

Model AJA
6870/AG513695
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE plus
« Factory Air Conditioning
« Power Windows
« Power Door Locks « Vehicle Dynamics
» Multi-Speaker Stereo/CD Control and Much More!

*15993

» Front and Side Curtain
Air Bags

One at
This
Exact
Price

Sale
Price

Prices and special offers good Aug. 26 - Sept. 1, 2010. Vehicles subject to prior sale.
All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any
dealer document preparation charge and any emission testing charge. Sales tax and
lic. based on Sale Price. Crier

SUBARU
of San Bernardino

Visit Our Website - www.subarusanberdoo.com

1790 South “E” Street

OO0I0T00I000I0000000T 15)
018180 8 A A W S W m A N m s
Oo000I0T0I000I0o00I0 «f

Call (909) 888-8686

Orange Show Rd.
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Initial thoughts

Bell has become a very noteworthy
California community. Its generous $800,000
annual salary for the city manager and more
than $100,000 for part-time council members
has been a national exclamation point.

i Many people, and pundits, attribute the

local government’s ability to establish these

outlandish awards to the lack of a local paper. Bell once had
a local newspaper and it disappeared along with many.

I don’t fully subscribe to this theory that a local paper
would have prevented these decisions. | believe it might have
been more difficult. Perhaps if people knew in advance some
would have objected and stopped these egregious actions.
And | make no claim that the Town Crier is preventing
any similar scandals here.

Idyllwild is not Bell and I don't hold the paper up as
the community’s lone standard bearer. Our goal is to ensure
that you are informed as to how your public monies are
used and if any local agency might attempt to do anything
remotely similar.

Sometimes, reporting the actions of entrenched officials
is controversial. In small communities, they are known
as friends and neighbors. Thus their reputations prevent
residents from accepting an inconsistent fact or action.

Many people objected to stories about the Idyllwild
Fire Protection District’s finances. Ultimately, the majority
of the community said replace those bungling bumblers
with people who care about and will be stewards of our
fire department.

We wrote about the previous ineffectual Chamber and
have informed you about the Tree Monument debate. I'm
not addressing the outcome of these controversies, some
are still being decided, but stressing our willingness to bring
these situations to the community’s attention.

This history is noted because of two recent letters to
the editor which we received but didn’t publish.

The first was well written. While strongly worded, it was
neither unsavory nor discourteous. But it was unsigned,
except for a first name.

The author noted on the envelope that the TC had printed
many of his letters in the past. A phone number was even
written on the envelope. Unfortunately, the number was for
a family in Hemet that did not appreciate numerous calls
from me asking if they had written the letter.

Signing only a first name is tantamount to being
anonymous. You must be willing to reveal yourself to the
community. We cannot abide stealth attacks.

The second letter included a cartoon about a newspa-
per whose motto was “only the news fit to print and not
offend.” The sender penned, “Isn’t controversy what gets
people thinking and talking?”

It depends upon the definition of controversy. | certainly
agree that consensus or unanimity are more likely to be
the seeds of problems than the solutions. If controversy
means different opinions or views, | agree.

This author also taped our policy for letters to the edi-
tor to this note. | inferred that she felt our criteria were
reasons to avoid controversy.

We have never rejected a letter because of the subject.
We have found some letters long, way too long. We will
often try to negotiate with the author to shorten the let-
ter or offer the author an opportunity to transform his
thoughts to a full article.

Yes, we won't print a letter that lacks clarity. If readers
can’t get the point, what is the value of the letter? Frequency,
as a criterion, has been applied more strongly. This was
needed to prevent the readers’ opinion section from being
taken hostage.

In the past year, the number of letters and unique au-
thors has grown, allowing us to loosen this criterion.

But we still firmly require letters to respect prior writers,
the public and the recipients of frequent didactic comments.
Letters should be thoughtful and provocative without being
nasty and mean.

J.P, Editor

Readers
write

The monument
from the point of
view of an
observer

Editor:

On Aug. 16, | attended
a meeting of the Chamber
which was called to discuss
the future of the monu-
ment. The dialogue that
followed deeply affected me
and | would like to share
my thoughts, feelings and
hopes that arose during this
meeting.

David Roy received
$11,000 for the monument.
It seemed that the issue
about providing the log
for the monument was not
discussed clearly between
David and the Chamber.
David strongly believed that
the Chamber was going to
provide him with wood for
the monument. It did not
happen this way. David had
to buy wood and supplies on
his own for which he had to
spend a big portion from
the money that he already
received.

Most of the arguments
that we read in the news-
paper seemed to come from
false assumptions and mis-
understandings regarding
supplying of the wood. My
intent is not to argue about
who is right or wrong nor
to judge or defend. Solving
this issue is beyond my
comprehension. However, |
want to bring more light on
the subject from the point
of view of an observer and
to encourage the commu-
nity to try to understand
or at least to consider how
David had felt about the
situation. Probably he felt
disappointed and betrayed.
Probably he could not
meet the expected deadline
and finish the monument
because he did not have
enough income to support
himself. Now the monu-
ment is almost finished and
there is another $4,000 left
which will be given to David
upon completing his work.
It seems that a portion of
this money has to go to-
ward moving expenses and
engineering which could be
very expensive.

A new committee is
formed to discuss these
issues. | want to express
my hope that the new de-
cisions will be wise and
fair and will help preserve

Editorials, letters to the editor, guest editorials and car-
toons reflect the opinions of the authors and not neces-
sarily the Town Crier or Tindle Publications.

Mr. Funny Guy

by Chris Fisher

HoNEY, JuST PicK SoMETMING
FroM THE MerU! 1TS EASY!

BABY, You KNOW uS Jazz
MUSICIANS HAVE PROBLEMS
WHEN T COMES To STRUCTURE,

FisHer

this amazing piece of art.
| suggest that the people
who already donated for the
monument participate in
the decisions of the commit-
tee. It would be interesting
to research and find out
how similar monuments
are priced worldwide in
order to have some clarity
and understanding of what
David’s work is worth. | feel
that we need to find a way
to support the artist in the
culmination of his work.
David will gladly continue
to accept donations for his
finishing work. He is deeply
thankful to everybody who
has helped him so far. This
is our monument. Let’s be
involved in creating it, let-
ting go of judgments and
false assumptions. The word
“monument” comes from
the Latin “monore” meaning

“to remind.” Let’s surround
our monument with the
powerful energy of love
and hope. It will stand one
day in the middle of town
reminding us about our in-
tegrity. It will bring to life a
piece of our history. And we
will be proud of ourselves.
Tima Ivanova

Idyllwild

Pine Cove Post
Office closure

Editor:

The people who work
at Idyllwild Post Office are
wonderful. We all know
them by name. They help
bring the town together.
They help make Idyllwild
the community it is. We are
blessed.

People who loved Pine

See Letters, page 11

com).

How to get a letter published

The Town Crier welcomes letters reflecting all
opinions. Letters should be concise and to the point.
They should be no longer than 400 words. Letters
must be typewritten, double-spaced and in upper/
lower case (not in all caps). Letters must be signed
(unless e-mailed) and must be identified with the
writer’s name, address and weekday phone number.

Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be accepted.
Letters of thanks are not accepted. A special adver-
tising rate is available for thank-you letters. Political
letters cost 10 cents per word.

We reserve the right to reject or edit letters for
length, taste, clarity or frequency of submission. Let-
ters do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Town
Crier staff. Letters may be submitted in person, by
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.
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By Shirley Schraff

Volunteerism

As | began to think and write about
volunteerism, the phrase “Life is a journey”
entered my mind. Then | began to wonder if
that is a cliché, making it inappropriate for
what | want to convey? Is it a trite expression?
At what point does what is written — words
or phrases — become trite — losing their
freshness and effectiveness?

However, there are words and phrases that have mean-
ing after years of use. “Life is a journey” might be an
example of such a phrase. The Epic of Gilgamesh, the
world’s first book, was written with cuneiform on clay and
dates back to 2,700 BC. It is about a man’s mental and
physical journey. Almost 4,000 years later, it still brings
freshness to the subject.

“Life is a journey” comprises a mosaic of journeys
and represents many different experiences. Some can be
challenging and occasionally overwhelming. Many experi-
ences, such as a serious illness, can dramatically change
the dynamics of one’s life.

We all have our life’s journey. A common journey
which | encourage you to try is extending a caring hand
of compassion. You will ultimately be the beneficiary.

Most people with a serious illness are fully engaged
in survival’s battle. They are on a mission or journey,
employing whatever resources are available to them to
beat back whatever it is they need to accomplish.

There are many challenges that we face on our journey
through life. One journey may trigger another. A crisis of
any kind often brings up spiritual issues and consequently
a spiritual journey is begun seeking spiritual truths and
some measure of peace and solace.

This is the point | wish to make. In people’s lives,
most of us reach out for help many times. Each request
may take a different form. Very often, the compassionate
person who hears that plea is a volunteer.

Volunteerism is not limited to helping a person in
crisis. Developing and building community assets such as
sports fitness programs for all ages may be one exercise
of volunteerism. Another possibility might be the use of
community resources to teach methods of sustainability.
One class might be the growing and preparation of food,
including nutrition.

| trained in the mid-eighties with the Shanti Project,
an AIDS support group. In 1992, | became a hospice
volunteer in the Temecula-Murrieta-Hemet area.

| was very close to several patients in Shanti and the
hospice. | believe | received more than | gave. It was an
incredible experience. If it were not for my own personal
issues, | would still be volunteering.

One young man quite ill and hospitalized was con-
vinced that herbs from his home country, cooked in a
crockpot in his hospital rooms, would heal him. He was
knowledgeable about herbal nutrition. With his volunteer
caregiver’s willingness to shop for the herbs and assist
him in arranging the cooking, he happily produced his
elixir,

This took place prior to the boom in AIDS research
and medication advances. At the very least, this young
man’s resourcefulness encouraged him and emboldened
his spirit with hope.

“HONK
YOUR
HORN-
SAVE
MY
LIFE”

Drawing by: Emie Maxwell

Mot ALL THE
FANS NEED

“LuLLABY oF
BRDLAND", RIGHT?
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PAUL CARMAN ON
SAX AND MARSHALL
HAWKING ON
BASS.

PLAYIN'
IT FoR Us,
1 BET.

Town tal k

by Carey Powers, News Intern
What are you doing to protect yourself or your pet from rattlesnakes?

John King Chris Tota
Musician Teacher
Idyliwild Idyllwild

“I have a fenced yard and
keep my dog on a leash.
If I see something long
and skinny, | tend to walk
around it”

“I’'ve seen only one in five
years. | called a friend and
we sprayed it with cold
water, then put it into a
bucket.”

Phyllis Manier Tom Inocencio
Retired Retired
Idyllwild Idyllwild

“l keep out of wild places
and keep my cat in the
house.”

“Nothing. | coexist with
them and have worked
around them for years”

Lecture about local earthquakes

Frank Vernon will give a free lecture on earthquakes
along the San Jacinto Fault at 5:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 10
at Hamilton High School.

He will be talking about earthquake activity in the
Anza area and the new technology being used around
the valley to monitor the temblors.

Hamilton High School is located at 57430 Mitchell
Road in Anza.

Volunteers offer help in many ways. Hospitals rely on
volunteers to guide people through the confusing maze
of rooms and locations of services, deliver reading mate-
rial, and more. Athletic programs exist because generous
people give of themselves in many ways, offering their
skills, time and money, to name a few.

There are many volunteer opportunities, such as com-
munity festivals, thrift shops, libraries, literacy education,
various food programs, hospice care, community service
organizations, and more.

WATERCOLOR CLASSES
in Idyllwild
\’bpm

with “,’
R s N

(951) 858-7005

shirloz4u@hotmail.com
View the instructor’s work at Florist in the Forest & Gallery

Children’s books sought for school library

Karen Visel, Idyllwild School librarian, said she wel-
comes donations of children’s books to be used in the
school library and for children to check out to read at
home.

Donations of books in good condition can be made
at the Idyllwild School office.

Coming in September
IDYLLWILD
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

AUCTION
Through eBay

» 1 Cord of Black Oak
from Mountain Center Firewood Service
» Gift Certificates from:
The Gastrognome
Heritage House
Florest in the Forest
The Spruce Moose
Nancy’s Jewelry & Clothing
Prairie Dove
* AAI Art Walk & Wine Tasting tickets

Watch for start date.
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New school chief: We can do better

By J.P. Crumrine, Editor
and Marshall Smith,
reporter

Editor’s note: Dr. Steven
Lowder is the new superinten-
dent of Hemet Unified School
District (HUSD). He was se-
lected this past June to replace
Dr. Philip Pendley, who retired
after eight years at the helm.
He and HUSD Trustee Bill
Sanborn met with the Town
Crier staff on Friday, Aug.
20. This will be first of several
articles introducing Lowder to
the Hill.

The Hemet Unified School
District (HUSD) board of
trustees invites the entire
Idyllwild community to come
out and meet Dr. Lowder
for themselves. At 4:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, Sept. 7, the board
will host a “Meet and Greet”
with Lowder at Idyllwild
School.

The Idyllwild School “Back
to School Night” is scheduled

Star

Continued from page 1

IS Middle School stu-
dents scored even more
impressively when com-
pared to statewide results
of the same grade levels.
Fifty-five percent of state
seventh graders scored as
proficient or advanced in
English language arts. Fifty-
four percent of eighth grad-
ers reached the same level.

For more complete com-
parisons of IS students in all
grade levels to HUSD as a
whole, see table.

for 6 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 9
and offers another opportu-
nity to meet Lowder, who is
no stranger to Idyllwild. He
has several long-time family
friends living here and he and
his wife attended this year’s
Fourth of July parade.

July 14 was Lowder’s
first day behind the desk
as HUSD’s superintendent.
Nearly five weeks later, he still
has not been able to visit ev-
ery school site, although that
is one of his personal goals.
When asked what his goals
will be for HUSD, Lowder
said calmly and without hesi-
tation, “Making a change in
the lives of children. That’s my
message in the first month.”

To achieve this goal,
Lowder recognizes that he
must align philosophy with
actions. Clever phrases and
good words are not sufficient
to convince the community
of 1,000 teachers, 22,000 stu-
dents and thousands of par-

Dr. Steven Lowder, HUSD
superintendent
Photo by JP Crumrine

ents to trust him and follow
his leadership.

In his own words, Lowder
echoed Harry Truman’s fa-
mous statement about where
the buck stops. “These are the
kids we have,” he stated. “If
they’re not learning, it’s not
them, it’s us.”

One measure of the suc-
cess of his primary goal will
be “improving our state
achievement scores in order

|dyllwild School STAR results

Grade 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
English-Language Arts

Advanced 26 34 34 3 27 42 50
Proficient 30 31 34 30 38 39 25
Basic 22 19 19 50 27 14 25
Below Basic 17 9 13 5 3 0

Far Below 4 6

Mathematics

3 2 3 0

Advanced 30 39 25 7 29 26 *25
Proficient 43 24 41 33 29 34 *30
Basic 9 27 28 37 25 34 *35
Below Basic 17 9 23 13 6 *10
Far Below 0 0 0 4 0 *0

to get out of program im-
provement. That's our goal.
We can and will,” he said
softly and seriously.

Getting out of program
improvement is not easy and
HUSD has no easy solution
with a large payoff at the
end. It will require tireless
and constant effort from the
staff. It also requires that the
district administrative and
elective leaders take on the
issues that envelop the entire
district.

“To do [goal] number 1,
we need to deal with financ-
es,” Lowder acknowledged.
“That takes a proactive com-
munity.”

With this introduction,
Lowder was asked: “What's
your opinion of the District’s
financial condition?”

Again without hesitancy,
Lowder announced his fear
for 21st century school dis-
tricts, not just HUSD.

“The ship is sinking,” he

Marshall Smith  « jndicates General Mathematics beginning at eighth
can be reached at gpage
marshall@towncrier.com.
|dy| lwild 1-3 Mon — Thurs 8:20 am 2:36 pm
1-3 Fridays 8:20 am 1:38 pm
1-3 Minimum Days 8:20 am 12:55 pm
4-5 Mon — Thurs 8:20 am 2:36 pm
4-5 Fridays 8:20 am 1:38 pm
4-5 Minimum Days 8:20 am 12:55 pm
6-8 Mon — Fri 8:20 am 2:44 pm
6-8 Minimum Days 8:20 am 1:10 pm
Kinder AM Mon — Fri 8:20 am 12:00 pm
3 = T Tdylwild ]
Commu nit
A, A

951659, 47(015

et

L.Ac., Dipl. OM

Provndlng affordable
care for the health
of our communltg

idyllwildcommunityacupuncture.com

(951) 659-2500
54445 N. Circle Drive
P.O. Box 1985

Idyltwild, CA 92549

asserted and then identified
the problem without an in-
quiry.

“The longer the state mis-
manages its finances, the
closer all school districts
will come to bankruptcy,” he
averred.

School districts rely on
state funding for the largest
portion of their annual rev-
enue. When the state cannot
decide how much money will
be appropriated to schools,
the uncertainty creates prob-
lems. But the nature of other
state laws exacerbates the
uncertainty.

In theory, the state legis-
lature is supposed to enact
an annual budget before July
1. But 85 percent of most
school district budgets fund
staff salaries and benefits.
State law also requires that
school districts inform teach-
ers by March 15 whether they
will be rehired the following
September.

“By September, | can’t
revisit personnel issues; they
have contracts,” Lowder point-
ed out. “Adjustments [now]
will decidedly affect kids in
the classroom.”

Yet districts only have a
general idea about their total
revenue before July 1. While
both Lowder and Sanborn
will plead for the state to
grant local districts more
autonomy to make fiscal
decisions, it is not sufficient
as long as the revenue is con-
trolled by sources hundreds of
miles removed — in distance
and responsibility — from
the children whose lives are
affected by teachers, supplies
and programs.

“It's just a matter of time
before bankruptcy occurs
for every district,” Lowder
repeated.

E-mail J.P. Crum-
rine at jp@towncrier.com
and Marshall Smith at
Marshall@towncrier.com

On Monday, Parents watched over their children as Mrs.
Mrsny’s preschool class was preparing to start the new school

year.

Photo by J. P.Crumrine

Subscribe today! (951) 659-2145

Naturopathic Health Care

Dr. Jon Dunn,
Licensed Naturopathic Physician

- A primary care doctor
who treats your whole
family — Naturally!

Over 20 years of experience in natural medicine
OPEN Thurs. & Fri. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. by appointment

54790 N. Circle Dr. (951) 659-6124 www.DrJonDunn.com
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CE Days 20 | CEDays 15 | CE Days 23 | CE Days 16 | CE Days 21 | CE Days 3 p
Adopted by the Governing Board on May 4, 2010 (Complies with Ed Code 37220) Cente rS D I reCtO ry i
H \
Student / Certificated School Days Classified and Administrative Legend + Of I dyl IWI Id .*
Student Certificated Holidays New Teacher Orientation ‘
Mini- Short- Regu- Non Student Contract Teach i i R . . B
tevel | i | ened | | To@ Day Days eacher Orientaton ' Chapel in the Pines Christian Fellowship
Holid At
K nia na 175 | 175 176 Independence Day (obs.)----------- Julys,2000| In_terden.omlnanonal, Pastor Wally Boer.
Elomentary Schools Labor Day - September 6, 2010 | Parent/Teacher Conference — + Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 9:30am plus Weekly
Veterans Day - --November 11, 2010 | Elementary Minimum Day Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038. On Hwy 243 at Idyllwild *
Gr. 1-5 10 32 133 175 176 Thanksgiving Day-- --November 25, 2010 | pococs = Pines Camp, directly across from Idyliwild School
o 18 0 o 133 7 76 Local Holiday-------- --November 26, 2010 y school ! :
r- 1 i iday - First/Last Day of School . L. .
Locgl (FIoatmg_) Holiday December 23, 2010 CFLTIStI(ln SClCnCC CﬁuTCFL
Middle Schools Christmas Holiday (obs.)------ December 24, 2010 | ghortened Day, Elementary. s 2 d . i ) d hool
Local Holiday------- ~December 30,2010 | _ 5970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school,
Gr. 6.8 s a 170 175 176 New Year's Day (obs.) —-—December 31, 2010 | Minimum Days, Middle School _____ M + 10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m. *
\’\IAVLK; Birthdas;3 R~ -;Je;nuary Z ;gﬁ Minimum Days, High School H Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to
High School ashington’s Birthday ---------- ebruary 21, . . X H H _
19h Sehoos Lincoln’s Birthday (0bs.) -------- February 25,2011 | Min. days, Middle & High School_____ MH the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.
Memorial Day -------------rmmemsamemeeen May 30, 2011 | Potential Snow Make-up Day * Commu nity P resbyteri an Church
Gr. 9-12 5 n/a 170 175 176 . .
54400 N. Circle Dr. 659-2935 ¢ Rev. Richard Olson
[ Gradingpericas | h e g o s y
School Recesses Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~
Thanksgiving Recess st 2nd Child care available » Wednesday: Men's Breakfast — 6:15 a.m.
November 22 - 26, 2010 s Period Ends: 10-1-10 11-10-10 A _ _
Winter Recess g | #of Weeks/Days 6/29 6/28 Idyllwild Bible Church
et e BTG el I i Rt &
P?:[;?S:r';/sz??)éss Rze(;e']ss # Weeks/Days 19/91 17/84 + Sundgy Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m‘.
Sprin Rece’ss E Period Ends: 10-1-10 11-10-10 H Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
pring L | # of Weeks/Days 6/29 6/28 Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.
April 4-8, 2011 E Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday
[Easter: April 24, 2011] M | Trimester Ends: 11-10-10 3-11-11 Call Church Office for Information. 659-4775
# of Weeks/Days 12/57 13/64

Queen of Angels Roman Catholic Church
4 54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA ‘
Father Charles E. Miller
Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.;
Sat. 5 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.;
Confession: Sat. 4:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

g1, Hugh's

Rev. Gordon Scheible ¢ Sunday Service, 10:00 am

25525 Tahquitz Dr. (in Fern Valley off South Circle Dr.)
Phone (951) 659-4471 +

Episcopal Church *

An Anglican House of Prayer for all people

Lodging
Directory of Idyllwild

Wilder Cabins-on Strawberry Creek
Kitchens « Cable = Transportation to Trailheads « Pets \Welcome.
54550 So. Circle Dr. ® 659-2926 = www.wildercabins.com

The Bluebird Cottage Inn \
on 3 ac. « www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com « Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 = (951) 659-2696

Spiritual Living Center
Idyllwild Religious Science
54423 Village Center Dr., Ste. 5 on lower floor. 659-3464.
Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
* Sunday service, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.; *

Edelweiss Lodge = www.1cabin4u.com
Romantic cabins = Kitchens = Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals
Quality Cabins = Creekside = Fireplaces = Pet Friendly
26345 Delano Dr.ewww.quietcreekinn.com«800-450-6110

Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays.

Shiloh Christian Ministries

~ FULL GOSPEL ~ ‘

; . - . . : . 54968 Upper Pine Crest
Alhatti Private Christian Resort The Fireside Inn & Cabins * Fireplaces, Pastor Keistoes Bandotin 600.2416 |
A private Christian setting = Lodging, Weddings, Conferences TV/DVD players, pets welcome « 1-877-797-3473 + Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm *

International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild

23551 Hwy. 243 = (951) 659-2066 = www.alhatti.com 54540 North Circle Dr. =« www.thefireside-inn.com First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561
Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
* Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi. +
SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch. Meditation
instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info. www.zmc.org

% =

Check out our Lodging Directory
Web site at www.towncrier.com
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Marijuana legalization on the ballot

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Legalization of marijuana
is back before the state’s
electorate in November. This
time, economic issues seem
to be more important to
supporters and opponents
than health questions.

Background

California is one of 11
states in which possession of
small amounts (an ounce or
less) of marijuana is already
decriminalized, meaning no
prison sentence and only a
misdemeanor fine of $100.
California started down
the decriminalization path
nearly 35 years ago.

In 1975, the Moscone Act
took this action to cut back
on high costs of enforce-
ment for marijuana offenses,
saving the state about $100
million a year. In 1996, Cali-
fornia passed Proposition
215, the Compassionate Use
Act, legalizing the medical
use of marijuana. There are
now 14 states that support
medical marijuana use.

While the federal govern-

ment had previously raided
California medical mari-
juana dispensaries, in 2009,
U.S. Attorney General Eric
Holder announced the end
of federal raids in California
and the 13 other states with
medical marijuana laws. For
practical purposes, the line
between decriminalization
and legalization continues
to blur. Currently, no other
state permits commercial
marijuana-related activities
for nonmedical purposes.

Proposition 19
Supporters make the ar-
gument that legalization will
help the state economically
in two ways. First, police
time will not be needed to
enforce low-level marijuana
possession laws, potentially
saving tens of millions of
dollars annually. It will also
reduce demand for space in
overcrowded state prisons.
According to the Legislative
Analyst’s Office, passage of
Proposition 19 would open
jail beds currently devoted
to marijuana offenders that
“could be used for other
criminals who are now be-

ing released early because of
a lack of jail space.” Second,
legalization will allow coun-
ties and municipalities to
tax and regulate marijuana
sales. The same office esti-
mates that taxing marijuana,
a $14 billion California
market, could bring $1.4
billion annually into local
and state coffers.

Opposition

Opponents, including
current California Attorney
General Jerry Brown and
Senator Dianne Feinstein,
also cite economic consid-
erations as grounds for their
opposition. In their opinion,
passage would put California
law at odds with federal pro-
hibitions and could endanger
federal contracts and grants
to the tune of $80 billion.

If passed, the measure
would curtail state and lo-
cal agencies from seizing
or destroying marijuana
from persons in compliance
with the law. The measure,
although it permits both
possession and cultivation
of small amounts of mari-
juana for personal use, pro-

hibits cultivation for sale.
Passage would not prohibit
law enforcement from seiz-
ing large crops or pursuing
illegal street sales and the
drug cartels that supply
those street sales. Consump-
tion in public or in a public
place, while operating a car,
boat or airplane, or where
minors are present would
be prohibited.

As with many proposi-
tions, poor and confusing
drafting raises many ques-
tions. The measure does not
license the state to tax and
regulate marijuana sales. It
leaves that up to counties
and municipalities to set
up their own regulatory
plans, with the result that
marijuana laws could vary
greatly throughout the state,
with some counties and
municipalities being “dry.”
Should a local government
decide not to tax or regulate
the sale of cannabis, the
measure states that buying
and selling within that juris-
diction would remain illegal,
but that citizens “shall still
have the right to possess and
consume small amounts.”

The measure permits local
governments to authorize,
or not, consumption within
licensed premises, larger
amounts for personal use
or cultivation, regulation of
public displays, and controls
to minimize harm to the
environment, other land-
owners or passersby, by legal
and permitted use.

Other confusion arises
over drug testing in the
workplace. Commentators
argue that with personal
consumption legal, an em-
ployee’s positive test would
likely place the burden of
proof on an employer to
show the positive test “ac-
tually impairs job perfor-
mance”. Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD)
oppose the bill because they
believe legalization would
produce dangerous “stoned”
bus drivers, although 11
studies of over 50,000 fatal
accidents show marijuana is
no more likely than legal lev-
els of alcohol to cause acci-
dents. The California Police
Chiefs’ Association opposes
the bill because drafters did
not include a standard for

what constitutes “driving
under the influence” with
marijuana in the system.

In support are: Republi-
can Liberty Caucus, Califor-
nia Young Democrats, Cali-
fornia Green Party, National
Libertarian Party, Mon-
terey and Alameda County
Democratic Parties, Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers,
California NAACP, Califor-
nia ACLU, Communication
Workers of America, and the
Berkeley and Oakland City
Councils.

In opposition are: Sena-
tors Dianne Feinstein and
Barbara Boxer, Attorney
General Jerry Brown, Re-
publican gubernatorial
candidate Meg Whitman,
California Police Chiefs As-
sociation, both the Demo-
cratic and Republican can-
didates for Attorney Gen-
eral, Kamala Harris and
Steve Cooley, and Mothers
Against Drunk Driving. The
California Democratic Party
has taken a neutral position
on the issue.

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

Collins

Continued from page 1

a generation of people from
which we’ve hired talent,”
he said. “We need to make
use of that talent.” With
145 people under his com-
mand, including the San
Jacinto Police Department
for which Hemet Station
provides contract service,
Collins has a wide swath of
talent to utilize.

Collins noted that his
command’s jurisdiction cov-
ers dissimilar areas with
many specific problems.
“We have programs that
are working effectively and
those will continue,” he
said. Some areas within
his command, because of
unique characteristics, re-
quire awareness of their
differences, and can benefit
from individualized sta-
tion approaches. He said
he intends to maintain and
improve relations with the
Soboba nation by better
understanding their identity,
culture and issues.

Idyllwild’s unique char-
acteristics and issues, com-
plicated by its distance from
Hemet, can affect response
times, according to Collins.

Scot Collins

“With Idyllwild, | need to
make sure | have the staff-
ing | need 24/7,” he said.
“We keep two deputies on
the Hill at all times, one
in Idyllwild and one in the
Anza area. Part of our com-
mitment is being here [on
the Hill]”

Keeping those deputies
available during other exi-
gent emergencies could pres-
ent staffing problems. “The
county is tight on overtime
and we’re very cautious
about how we spend public
money,” Collins added.

But Collins noted time
management, at the deputy
level, could affect satisfac-
tion with service. “l remind
deputies that they can spend

adequate time on calls,” he
said. “I advise them to give
an ear and listen to the
legitimate concerns of local
residents and devote the
time necessary when they
respond to a call, and not
hurry off to the next call,
unless it's particularly ur-
gent. For instance, an older
person who lives alone may
need more time to explain
a concern or occurrence to
the deputy.”

With a background in

a master’s in management
from Redlands University,
and many managerial posi-
tions in his 20 years with
the Sheriff’s Department,
Collins brings an interest
in and appreciation for un-
covering and fixing systemic
problems.

“I have an understanding
that everything is unique
and Idyllwild is a prime
example,” Collins stressed,
knowing Idyllwild has needs
and a demographic different

ences.”

Succeeding with any bal-
ancing act requires having
the requisite information.
Collins said he intends to
listen carefully to informa-

tion within his command
and from his constituents to
bring about better balance.
Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

OneSize Does NOTFit AL

Let us tailor a funeral service
to fit you perfectly!
We offer:

from other Hill communi-
ties, such as Anza. “And it’s
important for deputies to

computer programming, a
bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration from
San Diego State University, understand those differe-
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Sunday, Sept. 5
Town Hall
8 a.m.-11:30ish
Adults: *7
Kids: *4
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* Butterfly, Dove, or Balloon Releases
* Bagpipes °* One-ofa-Kind Video Tribute
* Favorite Music * Memory Displays
* Personalized Location
* Sunrise or Sunset Service

Your service should reflect your
memorfies and lifetime events!

MILLER-JONES

MORTUARY & CREMATORY

MENIFEE VALLEY MEMORIAL PARK

Hemet Sun City
5 . Florida Ave. 26770 Murrieta Rd.
(951) 658-3161 (951) 672-0777
FD# 1286 FD# 1490

miller-jones.com

Contact us for more information on
planning a personalized funeral service.

Name

COASSS

Address

City/Zip Phone
Mail to: P.O. BOX 1077, Hemel, CA 92546-9845




