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See page 4.

A new playground
ICRC plans for playground.
See page 9.

Clean water
IWD’s plan for water
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More than 75 people attended the Autumn Equinox Ritual held at Idyllwild’s Spirit
Mountain Retreat this weekend. “Spirit-lifting” songs were provided by the well-known
group called Local Color. Retreat Director Esther Kennedy and her staff provided food
and refreshments in the natural setting located on Oakwood Street.

Photo by Cid Castillo

Life on the pro golf tour

By Jack Clark
Professional golf cor-
respondent

rendan Steele will play

at the Country Club

at Soboba Springs in
San Jacinto on the Nation-
wide Tour this week. He'll
have a practice round at
about 10 a.m. on Tuesday,
a junior clinic on Tuesday
afternoon, the Pro-Am tour-
nament on Wednesday, and
the tournament itself will
be played Thursday through
Sunday. Brendan was kind
enough to do this interview.
You may support him by
joining his gallery this week
in person.

Q. First of all, congratu-
lations on having a fine
year. In your rookie season
you finished 82nd on the
money list and last year
you moved to 70th. This
year, you are 37th, and that
puts you in line for going
directly to the final stage
of Q School, right?

Yes, the top 40 get to the
final stage—26 to 40. But
there are a lot of things to
play for on the Nationwide
Tour. Everybody’s playing
for something different.
Everybody focuses in on the
top 25 [who go directly to
the PGA Tour next year],
but [finishing in the top]
25, 40, 60, 70, and 100 all

mean something different,
so everybody’s working for
something, no matter where
you are.

Q. How do you like the
road life?

I like it. It gets hard to
be away from friends and
family. But it’s okay; it’s
just part of the job, so you
just have to deal with it. It
gets harder the longer you
go, so | can go for about
three weeks and feel good,
but then I'm ready to come
home. After that, it gets
pretty tough.

Q. I think those of us who
See Steele, page 18

Bakkom

vS. Petri

for HUSD seat

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

wenty year incum-
bent Phyllis Petri
seeks re-election

to Hemet Unified School
District’s (HUSD) Board
of Trustees against chal-
lenger Paul Bakkom, a re-
tired HUSD teacher. Trustee
Area 2, the Anza-Aguanga
region that incumbent Petri
currently represents, has
three schools — Cotton-
wood Elementary, Hamilton
K-8 and Hamilton High
School.

Bakkom is running with
the concern that the HUSD
Board, and Petri specifically,
are not paying enough at-
tention to Hamilton K-8,
with its high rate of teacher
turnover and low Academic
Performance Index (API)
scores (Hamilton K-8 scored
710, 5 points above its base
of 705). Bakkom contrasts

Hamilton K-8 with Cot-
tonwood Elementary in
Aguanga that posted the
top elementary school API
score in the district (877).
Bakkom points out that
Petri, who lives in Aguanga,
is a frequent visitor to Cot-
tonwood, but not to either
of the Hamilton schools in
Anza.

Bakkom promises, if he
is elected, to spend time on
each of the three campuses
to understand the local
educational culture. “I want
to find out what’s working
with the culture and what is
not working,” said Bakkom,
“and to make those visits
without a principal in atten-
dance. Board members need
to see the learning activities
and working conditions in
person and not just read
about them in a report at
a board meeting.”

Bakkom said he would

See HUSD, page 32

Lytle assumes
jazz mantle

By J.P.Crumrine
Editor

arsha Lytle, for-
mer principal and
lifelong jazz aficio-

nado, is the next Jazz Fest
chair. Planning the 18th-
annual Jazz in the Pines has
already begun, she said, al-
though the 17th-annual Jazz
in the Pines, a fundraising
event for student scholar-
ships at Idyllwild Arts, was
only a month ago.

But Lytle is already form-
ing her committees, lining

up volunteers, developing
lists of potential performers
and listening to thoughts
and suggestions on how to
improve an existing, fantas-
tic weekend.

“We have a long way to
go,” she said. “But | listen
to input, realize some things
will change and [recognize]
it's not just my vision.”

Some of the changes and
improvements, which Lytle
will encourage her team to
evaluate, include a break-
fast booth near the festival

See Jazz, page 11
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News of record

Fire log

Hill fire stations respond-
ed to the following calls,
Monday to Sunday, Sept. 20
to Sept. 26:

Idyllwild Fire Department
and Ambulance

Sept. 20 — Outdoor
trash or waste fire, Highway
243, Idyllwild.

Sept. 23 — Walk-in med-
ical aid.

Sept. 24 — Walk-in med-
ical aid.

Sept. 26 — Two walk-in
medical aids.

Sept. 26 — Dispatched
and no incident found,
Country Club Drive and
Highway 243, Idyllwild.

Riverside County Fire,
Pine Cove

Sept. 20 — Wildland
fire.

Sept. 20 — Medical aid,
person down.

Sept. 20 — Fire assist.

Sept. 22 — False alarm.

Sept. 24 — Public assist,
person down.

Riverside County Fire,
Garner Valley

Sept. 20 — Structure fire,
44000 block of Williamson
Road, Aguanga.

Sept. 20 — \khicle fire,
59000 block of Devils Lad-
der Road, Garner Valley.

Sept. 20 — Medical

aid, 59000 block of Morris
Ranch Road, Garner Val-
ley.

Sept. 20 — Vegetation
fire, 25000 block of Highway
243, Idyllwild.

Sept. 21 — Medical aid,
58000 block of Apple Can-
yon Road, Garner Valley.

Sept. 21 — Medical aid,
59000 block of Anzanita
Lane, Anza.

Sept. 23 — Ringing
alarm, 39000 block of Con-
treras Road, Anza.

Sept. 26 — Medical
aid, 59000 block of Tunnel
Spring Road, Garner Val-

ley.

Riverside County Fire,
Pinyon
Log unavailable.

Riverside County Fire,
Anza

Sept. 20 — Residential
structure fire, Williamson
Road and Valley Drive,
Aguanga.

Sept. 20 — \ehicle fire,
Devils Ladder and Pyramid
Peak Roads, Garner Valley.

Sept. 20 — Medical aid,
Morris Ranch Road and
Highway 74, Garner Valley.

Sept. 21 — Unknown
type of fire, Bahrman and
Mitchell roads, Anza.

Sept. 21 — Medical aid,
Anzanita Lane and El Toro
Road, Anza.

Sept. 21 — Medical aid,

Valley Vista Lane and Patten
Place, Anza.

Sept. 21 — Medical aid,
Spanish Dagger and Ta-
matea roads, Anza.

Sept. 23 — Ringing
alarm, Contreras Road and
Highway 371, Anza.

Sept. 23 — Two walk-in
medical aids.

Sept. 24 — Medical
Aid, Mitchell and Bahrman
roads, Anza.

Sept. 25 — Medical aid,
Terwilliger and Sandy Hills
roads, Anza.

Sept. 25— Three walk-in
medical aids.

Sept. 26 — Medical aid,
Pioneer Way and Valley
View Lane, Anza.

Sept. 26 — Two walk-in
medical aids.

CHP log

The resident post of the
California Highway Patrol
responded to the following
call from Monday to Sunday,
Sept. 20 to 26. This may
not be a complete list of
responses:

Sept. 22 — Single-ve-
hicle traffic collision with
no injuries, Tahquitz Drive
south of South Circle Drive,
Idyllwild.

Sheriff’s log

Log unavailable.

ldyllwild, we’re here for you!

palmsprings

2010 SUBARU

LEGACY

2.51 Premium Package

$22,960

Haunted House hit

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Vandals broke into and
tagged parts of the Idyllwild
Haunted Ghost Town on the
Idyllwild Community Center
property sometime on the
night of Thursday, Sept. 23
or early in the morning Fri-
day, Sept. 24. Idyllwild Events
and Promotions’ (IEP) Kathy
Sacher Wilson estimated
damage in excess of $400 to
an animatronics figure.

Vandals also sprayed graf-
fiti on two wall sections and
a hanging drape. Depu-
ties from Riverside County
Sheriff’s Hemet Station are
investigating the incident.

IEP produces the event to
benefit the Idyllwild School
Parent Teacher’s Association.
The Ghost Town opens for
business on Saturday, Oct. 2
at 7 p.m. Sacher Wilson ex-
pects three to four thousand
visitors.

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

Report graffiti

Standard procedure
is to take pictures, re-
cord the date of the
incident, promptly re-
move the graffiti, and
contact Hemet station
at (951) 776-1099.

& SUBARU.

= All-Wheel Drive standard

= 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
« 6 standard airbags

= 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
= All-weather package

Stock #: 207231
Vin #: 241656

Vandals broke into the Idyllwild Haunted Ghost Town
on Thursday, Sept. 23 and sprayed graffiti on several wall
panels and a hanging drape. Photo by Marshall Smith
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“Life is not so short but that there is

always time enough for courtesy.”
— RALPH WALDO EmERsON (1803-1882)

st Choice
HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

(951) 780-8171

Idyllwild Weather

From the National Weather Service

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday

10/1 10/3 10/4
81/55 75/49 74148

Partly cloudy; | Partly cloudy; | Partly cloudy; | Mostly sunny. | Mostly sunny.

20-percent 20-percent slight chance

chance of chance of of showers.

thunder- thunder-

storms. storms.

Idyllwild this year
Date High Low M S

Idyllwild last year
High Low M S

mmmsubaru

Cathedral City Auto Center
Hwy 111 and Perez Road
67-925 East Palm Canyon

(760) 318-4700

< All-Wheel Drive standard

« 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
< 6 standard airbags

« 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
« All-weather package

2011 SUBARU

OUTBACK

2.5 Premium Package

$26,657

Stock #: 217013

Vin #: 319299
As low as Model #: BDD
interest

for 72 months on
approved credit

As low as __Model #: AAD

2.9%

interest

for 63 months on
appved credit

= All-Wheel Drive standard

= 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
= 6 standard airbags

= 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
= All-weather package

2010 SUBARU

IMPREZA

2.5] Premium Package

$18,845

As low as Stock #: 207106

Vin #: 508691
O% Model # AJD
interest

for 48 months on
appved credit

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Available through October 5, 2010.
www.palmspringssubaru.com

Moisture in inches

To date this season (ldy): .10

9-20 85 50 82 53
9-21 79 47 88 52
9-22 84 39 87 54
9-23 90 39 86 56
9-24 90 39 86 54
9-25 90 39 86 51
9-26 88 58 86 41

Snow in inches
To date this season (ldy): 0

.29
23.61

To date last season (ldy):
Total last season (ldy):

To date last season (ldy): 0
Total last season (Idy):  35.91
To date this season (PC): .22 To date this season (PC): 0
Total last season (PC):  30.92 Total last season (PC): 725

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m.
at the Idyllwild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are mea-
sured by resident George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture
inches include all precipitation such as rain, melted hail
and melted snow.

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at
1-800-427-7623.
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Outside Idyllwild

By Bruce Watts
Weights and measures . listed weights to see if the printed weight was the same
Working in the shop, | have learned ’v_g' as my scales’ results.

that the manufacturer’s listed weight for
any given product is not always the same /88" |\
as the actual weight. This is particularly ¥ Z,
true with tents, as most tents have the base

weight (weight of the tent body with poles and rainfly)
that does not include the storage bags and tent stakes.
The package weight is listed somewhere below the base
weight so you should always review the specifications
list for the actual weight you will be carrying.

Thanks to the late, great outdoorsman Jim Fairchild,
| have scales at the shop that can weigh anything from
1 gram to 75 pounds. Jim was kind enough to give me
both a gram/ounce scale and a luggage scale that | use
for weighing hikers’ packs. I also have a bathroom scale
to weigh hikers.

The main reason | needed the ounce scale was for
the Pacific Crest Trail hikers. They were always asking
how much this (fill in the blank) weighs.

If they are inquiring about a sleeping bag or tent, |
can easily look it up if I have not already memorized
the weights. If, however, they want to know the weight
of a men’s Patagonia Cap 3 Zip-T in a size medium,
that number can be very hard to find. | actually had
to call Patagonia; the weight is about 3.5 ounces. Now
I can just turn on the scale and have my answer.

Of course, how much each individual item weighs
may not be that important to the casual hiker, but once
you add up the weights of everything in your pack it
can make quite a difference. Even when you are only out
for a day hike, there is no reason to carry more weight
than you need for your hike.

This is also true for climbers, as just about everything
is being made lighter and lighter. This is particularly true
with carabiners. Their weights have dropped from the
mid-30s to under 25 grams. Some of the lighter biners
are so small they look like only a child’s hand could
handle them comfortably. Larger spring-loaded cam-
ming devices (cams) have the inner parts of the cams
cut out to keep the weight down. Virtually all climbing
hardware now lists the weight of the items somewhere
on the package.

Armed with my new scales, | proceeded to weigh
everything | could think of, including pairs of socks,
Superfeet, whistles, Nalgene bottles, bottles of bug re-
pellant, hats, sunglasses and more. | weighed almost
everything in the shop that didn’t have a listed weight
on the packaging. | even weighed lots of items with

Idyllwild Vote 2010

The Town Crier has launched a new
website dedicated to covering the 2010
California election. This site offers com-
prehensive coverage and information on
issues affecting Idyllwild and the entire
state of California.

We will post published stories as well
as stories which didn’t make it into the
Town Crier.

You'll be able to check out all the local
and statewide races.

Go to www.towncrier.com
and click on Election 2010 - The Hill
in the upper right-hand corner.

Idyllwild Vote 2010

At this point in my life | have begun to wonder if
and when my brain will become too full of all this semi-
useless knowledge. | don't seem to forget about things
that | weigh and | am wondering if | will still have this
in my head when | retire.

In the meantime, I’'m your man if you have any ques-
tions about weights and measures. | am always looking
for a reason to get the scales out.

-

Male deer facing off before butting heads. The altercation
occurred in Mountain Center. Photo by Bethany Pulliam
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Hemet Teachers’
School Board Picks

The Hemet Teachers' Association is pleased to
endorse Paul Bakkom, Ross Valenzuela and
Joe Wojcik for the Hemet School Board. Hemet's
teachers trust that these three candidates'
familiarity with the Hemet District, open-
mindedness, and commitment to improving student
achievement will serve our community well.

Paul Bakkom
Retired teacher
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Joe Wojcik
Parent/Attorney
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Ross Valenzuela
Retired librarian/
teacher

j Safe, secure schools

Sound financial management

Improved vocational education

Recruitment of highest quality teachers
j Budget cuts kept away from classroom

BB KKOMISAVO]Gikes |||-

Paid for by Political Action Group for Education — Hemet Teachers’ Association
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Forest Service arrests
suspected arsonist

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

On Monday, Sept. 20
around 7 p.m., the For-
est Service arrested Shawn
Lee Westwood, 41, with
no known residence ad-
dress, for suspected arson.

Idyllwild Fire Department,
the Forest Service and
CAL FIRE all responded
to a brushfire incident near
Jameson’s intersection with
Highway 243.

In the course of extin-
guishing the small vegeta-
tion fire, responders no-

ticed what appeared to be a
temporary camp that West-
wood had built. He was
arrested, and was released
on his own recognizance
after his Sept. 23 court date.
He was initially charged
with arson of a non-dwell-
ing. John Hall, the District

Sheriff seeks skull

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Riverside County Sheriff’s
Department Homicide unit
is seeking information about
the identity of a man whose
skull was found just off High-
way 243 about two miles east
of Lake Fulmor on May 18,
2010.

Homicide detectives re-

’@?‘

leased a composite sketch of
the man based on the bone
structure of the skull. He is
believed to be a Caucasian
between 20 and 40 years of
age. Detectives, who are treat-
ing the case as a homicide,
estimate the skull had been at
the scene for some time. No
additional skeletal remains
were found. Because of the
skull’s condition, it can't be

tested for DNA.

At the time of discov-
ery, detectives searched out-
standing missing persons
reports but found no match
or leads.

Homicide is hoping that
by publishing the composite
sketch and calling attention to
the case and location where
the skull was found, people
might come forward with in-

Attorney’s Office Public
Information Officer, said
his office would review the
record and decide whether
to file and what charges to
file.

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

1D

formation that could lead to
identifying the individual.

Authorities are asking
anyone with information to
call Investigator Rick Simms
at (760) 393-3524 or the
sheriff’s homicide tipline
website at www.riversidesher-
iff.org/tipline.

Marshall Smith can be
reached at marshall@towncrier.
com

( hoerzre
Koo
Dh-o-P

Composite frontal and profile sketchs of the individual whose
skull was found near Lake Fulmor. Authorities are seeking clues

for identification.

Courtesy of Riverside County Sheriff’s Department

Penny M. Lewis
Oct. 11, 1957 - Sept. 21, 2010

Do not stand at my grave
and weep;

I am not there. | do not
sleep.

I am a thousand winds
that blow.

I am the diamond glints
on snow.

I am the sunlight on rip-
ened grain,

I am the gentle autumn
rain.

When you awaken in the
morning hush

I am the swift uplifting rush

Of quiet birds in circled flight.

I am the soft stars at night.

Do not stand at my grave and cry;

I am not there. | did not die.

— Ashley Morris

In loving memory of Penny Lewis, a devoted daughter,

mother, and friend.

Only in Idyllwild

Only in Idyllwild can one walk into a beauty shop for
a haircut and walk out with a great haircut and a bag full
of delicious home-grown vegetables.

Maureen Rose
Fern Valley

“Only in Idyllwild” may be sent one of four ways: e-mail
to beth@towncrier.com, call 659-2145, Ext. 17, fax to 659-
2071 or drop off at the office, 54295 Village Center Drive.

REWARDS

Buy any 4 Bouquets/Arrangements
and get the 5" for Free.
Stop by or call for details.

Mile High Plaza « North Circle Dr. « (951) 659-4143

SAVE THE DATE
gATURDAY OCTOBER 16, 201,
Idyllwild Garden Club

DISCOVER MOUNTAIN GARDENING

*  Dr, Patricia James &

Accepting new patients

Internal Medicine

& Primary Care

University Park Village
36-921 Cook Street, Ste. 102

FALL NATIVE PLANT, SEED, AND BULB SALE
AND GARDENING EVENT

Fall Checkup
$45.00

Ca” ]dgllw:ld Heating
659-HEAT

= = JAN BUSCO = =
NATIVE PLANTS FOR HIGH ELEVATION WESTERN
GARDENS
CO-HOSTED BY THE FRIENDS OF THE IDYLLWILD LIBRARY
10:00 AM AT THE CAINE LEARNING CENTER

54730 North Circlc Drive

PalmDeSert,CA92211 BEOEE N O EE Y Y Y S E YW HE WHEEHHEE
Applies to furnaces, wall heaters (760) 836-9066 Native Plant, Seed and Bulb Sale and
and Frcc—standinggas stoves ACCEPTING MEDICARE Gardening Presentations
in the |dyllwild area & MOST INSURANCES from 11:00 AM till 4:00 PM

Does not include parts orfilters

| ic#67694%

AT THE IDYLLWILD AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Scheduling appointments now
_%L' Conveniently located near Cook and Hwy 10 ﬁ?

Visit idyllwildgardenclub.net for more information
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Community calendar

Clubs

For the Idyllwild Arts &
Entertainment Calendar, see
“On the Town,” on page 12.

Wednesday, Sept. 29

» Jazzercise class, 6-7 a.m.
Town Hall, 25925 Cedar St.

* Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 a.m. American Legion Post
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

* Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6
p-m., Spiritual Living Center,
women only, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard building)

+ Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St.
Call 659-2523.

+ AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest
Ave.

+ Codependents Anonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr.
(the Courtyard Building)

Thursday, Sept 30

¢ Idyllwild Business Round
Table, 8 am. Mile High Cafe,
26600 Highway 243.

* “Forgotten God,” Wom-
en’s Ministry Bible Study, 10
a.m.-noon. Chapel in the Pines
Church Office, 29430 Hwy. 243,
Mountain Center.

* Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. Mile-
High Fitness, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr.

¢ Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

* ESL classes, 6-8 p.m.
Idyllwild School, 26700 Hwy.
243.

* ICRC Book Club, 7 p.m.

Creekstone Inn, 54950 Pine
Crest Ave.
» Narcotics Anonymous,

7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the
Courtyard Building)

Friday, Oct 1
» Baby Play Group, 10:30

a.m. Call Debbi Geisinger, 659-
8710 or (951) 966-1094.

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30
p.-m. ldyllwild Community
Presbyterian Church, Manse
Alcove, Fellowship Hall, 54400
North Circle Dr.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program.BBQ
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meet-
ing 7-9 p.m. Former Morning
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243,
Mountain Center. Child care
available. Call 659-0097 for in-
formation.

* Presentation on Pinyon
Pines by Daniel McCarthy, San
Bernardino National Forest
Tribal Relations Program man-
ager & archeologist, 7 p.m. Pin-
yon Flat Campground, High-
way 74, Pinyon Pines.

Saturday, Oct 2

* ARF Vet Clinic with Dr.
Susan Eyer-Anderson. Call 659-
1122 for appointment.

* Pine Cove Property Own-
ers Association meeting, 8:30
a.m. Pine Cove Fire Station,
24919 Marion Ridge Dr., Pine
Cove.

* Thousand Trails Craft
Show, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Thousand
Trails Campground, 24400
Canyon Trail Drive, Pine Cove.

 Stand in Silent Vigil for
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence,
noon. Town center. Call 659-

2718.
+ Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal

Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
7:30 p.m. Community Pres-
byterian Church, Fellowship
Hall, 54400 North Circle Dr.

« Raw foods potluck, 5:30
p.m. Nature’s Wisdom, 54235
Ridgeview Drive. Call 659-
4300.

Sunday, Oct 3

* Zen Meditation Group, 9
a.m-4 p.m. Call 659-2253.

* Pinyon Pines County Wa-
ter District, 9 a.m. Pinyon Fire
Station, 70080 Hwy. 74, Pin-
yon.

» Peace Meditation Prac-
tice, 10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist
Dharma Center, 53191 Moun-

tain View, Pine Cove.

* Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.
Spiritual Living Center, Church
of Religious Science, 26120
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard
Building)

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m.,
Rancho Encino  Mountain
Club, 45915 Orchard Road,
Poppet Flats, across from Cal-
Fire Station 6.

* Idyllwild Writer’s Guild, 3
p.m. 25685 Big Pine St., Cedar
Glen. Call 659-0130.

Monday, Oct 4

* Friends of the Idyllwild
Library Board, 9 a.m. Library,
54185 Pine Crest Ave.

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon & 7:30 p.m. St. Hugh’s
Episcopal ~ Church, 25525
Tahquitz Dr.

+ School Site Council, 4:30
p.m. Idyllwild School, Room
14, 26700 Highway 243.

* ldyllwild Community
Meditation, Session I: 5:30-6:30
p.m.; Session II: 6:45-8 p.m.
Idyllwild Yoga Studio. Call Val
at 659-5750 for information.

Tuesday, Oct. 5

* Zen Meditation Group, 7
a.m. & 7 p.m. Call 659-2253.

* Jazzercise with Cindy, 9:40
a.m. Town Hall, 25925 Cedar St.

o Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m.
Mile-High Fitness, 54423 Vil-
lage Center Dr., Strawberry
Creek Square.

* Low Income Commodity
Distribution (all ages, low in-
come) & Senior Food Sharing
(anyone over age 60 qualifies),
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Mor-
mon Church, 53830 Tollgate
Rd. Bring box for food.

* Idyllwild Garden Club,
noon. Community Presbyteri-
an Church, 54400 North Circle
Dr.

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
AA Open Meeting & Big Book
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr.
(the Courtyard Building)

* International Healing

Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m
Shiloh Christian Ministries,
54960 Pine Crest Ave.

* Hilltop Horsemen, 6 p.m.
Call 659-0214.

* Anza Valley Citizens Pa-
trol, 6 p.m. Call Brian at (951)
763-5324.

o ESL classes, 6-8 p.m.
Idyllwild School, 26700 Hwy.
243.

* Healthy Lifestyle Class, 6
p-m. optional weigh-in; health
talk by Brenda Scherlis, 6:30
p-m. Silver Pines, 25955 Cedar
St.

« HUSD Board Meeting,
6:30 p.m. Hamilton School,
57550 Mitchell Rd., Anza.

* Celebrate Recovery,
Christ-centered 12-Step Study
meeting, 6:30-8 p.m. Former
Morning Sky School, 29375
Hwy. 243, Mountain Center.
Call 659-0097 for informa-
tion.

* Adult Open Gym \olley-
ball, 7-9 p.m. Idyllwild School
gymnasium, 26700 Hwy. 243.

Wednesday, Oct 6

¢ Idyllwild Rotary Club,
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion
Post 800, 54360 Marion View
Dr.

e Town Crier News Meet-
ing, public welcome, 8:30 a.m.
Café Aroma, 54750 North Cir-
cle Dr.

» Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

o Garner Valley Women’s
Club, 10:30 a.m. Garner Valley
Common, 61600 Devil’s Lad-

der Rd.
 Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal

Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6
p.m., Spiritual Living Center,
women only, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard building)

* Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.

* AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest
Ave.

» CodependentsAnonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual
Living Center, Church of Reli-
gious Science, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard Building)

S/

Lic.#FD 833

N\

HEMET VALLEY MORTUARY [

Dignified = Caring = Professional
Family Operated

e Complete Funeral Arrangements and Cremation Services
e Pre-Arrangement Counseling
e Out-Of-Town Arrangements
e Riverside National Cemetery

Finer Service At Lower Cost
403 N. San Jacinto St. (951) 658-4433 « Hemet, Calif. 92543

Matthew & Vicki McWane

; N\

7

Garden Club

Doris Lombard will speak on “Garden Water Usage and
Conservation” at the next meeting of the Idyllwild Garden
Club Tuesday, Oct. 5 at the Community Presbyterian Church,

Fellowship Hall.

Lombard will outline how a series of interconnected,
terraced berms can better use rainfall and winter melt-off
in your garden. The club will also hold its Annual Installa-
tion of Officers and Governing Board during the business

portion of the meeting.

A potluck luncheon and social time begins at noon, with
the presentation to follow. Visitors are welcome.
For more information call Harold Voorheis at (951)

659-3598.

High Country Garden Club

Paul Elmore of Elmore’s Saw and Welding in Anza will
speak at the next meeting of the High Country Garden
Club at 12:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 9 at Lizzie Ann’s Garden

Center.

The presentation entitled “Winterize your Whacker” is
not limited to weed-whackers. EImore will explain the “do’s
and don’t’s” of long term storage of small engine and power
tools (such as chainsaws, chippers and mowers). EImore
will also speak on what to look out for when buying used

equipment.

For more information, contact Annika Knoppel, garden
club leader, at (888) 834-9005, ext. 5, or hcgardenclub@gmail.

com.

To get a listing in “Clubs,” visit www.towncrier.com, click
on “News” in the menu at the top and click on “Submit a
news item,” or stop by and fill out a news form.

Community service hours

+ California Department of
Forestry (bark beetle issues),
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Mountain Resource Center
25380 Franklin Dr., 659-3335.

* Chamber of Commerce,
54325 North Circle Dr,,
12-3 p.m. Monday-Saturday.

659-3259.

o Idyllwild HELP Center,
26330 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-
noon & 1-3 p.m. Tuesday-Fri-
day. 659-2110.

o Idyllwild Area Histori-
cal Museum, 54470 North
Circle Dr, 11 am.-4 pm.

See Calendar, page 22

tracting services. ...

they hold, if any.

ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS AND
UNLICENSED CONTRACTORS

“California Business and Professions (B&P) Code
requires all home improvement jobs (grading, con-
struction, remodeling, landscaping, etc.) valued at
more than $500 for labor and materials be done by
an individual or company with a CSLB (Contractors
State License Board) license, and that license number
must be included in all advertisements for their con-
The number is required by law
to be printed on all contractor business and advertis-
ing documents, such as the bid, contract, print ad, or
business card.” (This is not the same as a Riverside
County Business Registration number, AKA: County
Business License number.)

“If you’re caught contracting (verbally or in writ-
ing, by bid or hourly) without a license, you will
likely have to go in front of a judge to answer to mis-
demeanor charges, which carry a potential sentence of
up to six months in jail and/or a $500 fine, and a po-
tential administrative fine of $200 to $15,000. If you
get caught again, the penalties get stiffer. You could
face a mandatory 90-day jail sentence as well as a fine
of 20 percent of the contract price of the work per-
formed, or a $4,500 fine.”

Ask the person offering their services which license

— PAID ADVERTISEMENT —

Source: http//:www.cslb.ca.gov
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Initial thoughts

The Town Crier is a-changin’ ...

The “Times They are a-Changin™ was
written as a ballad for the social move-
ment afoot in the 1960s. Bob Dylan, the
author, was trying to capture the spirit of
_ the changes engulfing American culture

. nearly 50 years ago.

(Ugh, it’s hard to write and to read
these words about 50-year-old history, knowing | span
that period.)

Despite the personal aversion to associating with
such recent history, as | pondered today’s column and
the panoply of subjects, this song from my youth kept
creepin’ into my head.

Given the subjects | want to address, these lyrics still
represent the times that are a-changin’.

“Come senators, congressmen

Please heed the call

Don't stand in the doorway

Don’t block up the hall”

The ineffable Town Crier has momentum — we’ve
added a political section to our website. | don’t just mean
a page and an old story. | mean six pages and reams of
information about the approaching Nov. 2 election.

You can go to our home page and look for the link in
the upper right corner or simply go directly to towncrier.
com/elections/.

As we promised, both published stories and new mate-
rial will be posted on the site. If you have suggestions,
let me know.

You'll find information about how to register to
vote — Oct. 18 is the deadline. If you're registered, but
tired of standing in line, especially behind all those
people annoying you because they haven't read all nine
propositions, you can find directions on how to request
a vote-by-mail ballot. The deadline is Oct. 26.

You can find a list of all candidates and propositions
that will be on the ballot for Hill residents. Actually, we're
still working on the local pension rights propositions.
That information is a-comin.’ The Election pages are not
the only changes, just some of the more momentous.

As Bob Dylan warbled five decades ago,

“Come writers and critics

Who prophesize with your pen

And keep your eyes wide

The chance won’t come again”

We've found those writers who've been patient and
who are spinning the wheel. We’re adding new colum-
nists, too. In this week’s paper, you'll find two inaugu-
ral columns from authors Norm Walker, Idyllwild Fire
Protection District fire chief, and Dave Stith, one of the
instigators for the Lemon Lily Festival.

In October, Renate Caine will begin her column,
which will address education and novel ideas for learn-
ing. Yoda would listen to Renate, trust your feelin’s, not
your memorizin’,

Don't forget: we introduced Mike Esnard, president of
the Mountain Communities Fire Safe council as another
new columnist last week.

“The slow one now

Will later be fast

... And the first one now

Will later be last

For the times they are a-changin’”

Yes, they’re changin’, we just don’'t know when the
spinnin” wheel will stop. We heeded your comments, we
did the search and you can reap what we sowed. We're
near the end of the beginnin’ but far from the beginnin’
of the end.

Although “The line it is drawn,” the curse is not cast.
We will continue to change in order to improve our
service and content to our readers.

Enjoy the “times, they are a-changin.” We know we're
not fast, but believe we're far from last.

J.P, Editor

Readers
write

Editorials, letters to the editor, guest editorials and car-
toons reflect the opinions of the authors and not neces-
sarily the Town Crier or Tindle Publications.

Re: Graffiti
expands to hate
crime

Editor:

A couple of weeks ago an
essay | wrote was published
on CNN.com Living. The
theme of the article was
tolerance. | was surprised
and shocked at the vitri-
olic comments people made
in response to my article.
Many were mean-spirited
— toward me, my article,
and toward each other.

It was an ironic reminder
that we live in a world
where many people, hiding
behind a mask of anonym-
ity, feel they can say or do
anything they want. Perhaps
they simply believe it’s their
right under the umbrella
of free speech. I think that
most often it's a result of
someone’s fear and anger
toward those whose views,
religious beliefs, political
affiliations, or ethnicities
differ from their own.

We see it when the
“ground zero mosque” is
mentioned, we see it when
our president’s heritage is
questioned, and we see it
when issues such as social
justice are condemned and
churches vilified for using
those two words in their
prayers. Labels are affixed to
those who are different from
us, purposely conjuring up
even greater fear. Words fly
across the media airwaves
like volleys of weaponry. It's
toxic and it’s catching.

The recent anti-Semitic
attacks of vandalism are
a heartbreaking reminder
that our community isn’t
immune.

Respect for others begins
at home. If parents don't re-
spect those who differ from
them, their children won’t
either. Children learn more
by watching the actions of
parents than they do by
being told how to behave.

Schools have a responsi-
bility too. Even the youngest
child must be reminded,
and often, of the necessity
of respecting and caring for
others. How about asking
the kids in your classroom
(or those at home) to carry
out one secret “random act
of kindness” each day? Talk
about its result, how it made
them feel?

| believe churches of all
denominations in Idyllwild

Mr. Funny Guy

by Chris Fisher

| THINKISH, THEREFORE I AMISH,

Fsluer

need to speak to this issue
— not just about the recent
hate crime and what we can
do about stopping the van-
dals, but about the need to
respect those who don'’t see
eye to eye with us on pas-
sionate issues. The reminder
to love others as ourselves.
How about the forma-
tion of an ecumenical group
made up of pastors and oth-
er leaders, meeting regularly
to brainstorm ways we can
work together as a commu-
nity to keep Idyllwild safe
from these cowardly acts of
hatred and ignorance?
Free speech is neces-
sary; | completely believe
in it. But when the line
is crossed and people act
out in ignorance, hatred,
and fear, they cause more
than structural damage.
They cause psychological

damage as well. Sometimes
irreparable.

My heart goes out to
those who were attacked.
As a community, we need
to act, and act quickly, on
their behalf. On behalf of
us all.

Diane Noble
Idyllwild
and Palm Desert

Consider the BID

Editor:

Last weekend a few of us
got together to chat about
the proposed Idyllwild Busi-
ness Improvement District
(BID). We are concerned
that our part-time paradise,
along with that of the for-
tunate full-time residents, is
about to be brought into a
flawed deal.

See Letters, page 22

com).

How to get a letter published

The Town Crier welcomes letters reflecting all
opinions. Letters should be concise and to the point.
They should be no longer than 400 words. Letters
must be typewritten, double-spaced and in upper/
lower case (not in all caps). Letters must be signed
(unless e-mailed) and must be identified with the
writer’s name, address and weekday phone number.

Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be accepted.
Letters of thanks are not accepted. A special adver-
tising rate is available for thank-you letters. Political
letters cost 10 cents per word.

We reserve the right to reject or edit letters for
length, taste, clarity or frequency of submission. Let-
ters do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Town
Crier staff. Letters may be submitted in person, by
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.
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Chief’s Corner

By IFPD Fire Chief Norm Walker

The introduction ...

Let me begin by thanking the Town Crier
for asking me to write this column to better
communicate with the public regarding the
inner workings of the Idyllwild Fire Protec-
tion District (IFPD). | feel a general overview
would be a good way to start.

It is an honor to be selected as the IFPD fire chief.
My thanks to the Board of Commissioners and the many
citizens of the Hill who supported me in this endeavor.
I was sworn in as Interim Fire Chief on May 17 and
competed with other candidates for the permanent posi-
tion. I was sworn in as chief on Aug. 1. | bring 36 years
of firefighting experience as a member of the U.S. Forest
Service before | retired as division chief of the San Jacinto
Mountain Ranger District in 2008.

My contract with the board contains the usual language
about pay and benefits, including two annexes. Annex A
is a list of 25 items the board wants me to pursue to

improve the department. The list can be distilled into

five categories: personnel management, planning for the
future (equipment replacement, station maintenance
and budget), public education and training, internal and
external communications and elevation of IFPD’s 1SO
(International Standardization Organization insurance)
rating from 4 to 3. Many of these subjects will have an
entire article written about them in the future.

Annex B contains direction for my participation as a [

unified incident commander, both on local incidents in-
volving the fire district and as a member of SoCal Team 1,
See Chief, page 21

Idyllwild Botany

By Dave Stith

Idyllwild County Park —
a botanical report, September 2010

The forecast for Sunday, Sept. 5, was a
warm 82 degrees. Since | received no takers
for my advertised botanical hike of Idyllwild
County Park, | nearly got lazy and skipped
it.

The Nature Center invited a professor
from Loma Linda University to bring all manner of venom-
ous creatures. Following my attendance at the rattlesnake
presentation, | decided that | might as well proceed with
my planned botanical survey.

The end of the botanical season is announced by the
sticky lessingia’s (Lessingia glandulifera) yellow flowers. 1
had seen them creeping up from Mountain Center into
the very heart of Idyllwild. I expected to find them on the
grounds near the Nature Center, but they weren't there.
So | headed to the campground.

To entertain myself, | stopped the occasional family
hiking up the trail to point out to the kids some little
gem such as the difference between oak and pine mistletoe
or how to tell the oak trees apart. I'm sure once | passed
they wondered, “Who was that guy?”

It was interesting to see how the plant community had
changed since the beginning of the season. Bristly bird’s
beak (Cordylanthus rigidus) with its funny-looking little

STUMP

GRINDING

Dave Sandlin
(951) 659-3528

ONTHE TRINGE

MYTHICAL CREATURES
AMDNG US. ‘

© GiHAN SESEN 2 STEVE HUDSoN
illugteaton wiiter

Town talk

By Cid Castillo, Staff Photographer
Of the nine Propositions on the November ballot, which one interests you the most?

Vi Hallacy Gia Grutta

Retired registered nurse Idyllwild
Idyllwild “No, | don’t believe that

you should put drugs such
as marijuana into your
body. I am against pass-
ing Proposition 19. | am

also against the proposition
that reduces greenhouse
gas emissions. We should

concentrate on keeping our

state green.”

“Number 19. People should
be able to grow marijuana
for their own personal use,
but they should not be able
to sell it. Also the proposi-
tion that stops the salary of
legislature unless they pass
the budget.”

flowers that resemble a bird’s beak was just beginning to
grow when Tom Chester and | did our first survey earlier
in the year. In September, it was the dominant plant along
this stretch of trail.

When | got down to the meadow, | saw a sea of the
sticky lessingia. A small raft of golden rod (Solidago
californica) made a display of yellow upon yellow.

Above the road, | looked for the rare Munz’s mariposa
lily (Calochortus palmeri var. munzii) which is found only
in the San Jacintos. Only the fruit remained, revealing no
hint of how beautiful and special this flower is.

I returned to the campground entrance on Perimeter
Trail. | observed rosettes of large leaves that somewhat
resembled those of the invasive non-native mullein (\Ver-
bascum thapsus) that Tom and | had seen in Lilly Creek
before they were in bloom.

See Botany, page 21

Denniifer Ve Emwen \
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Fred Lyons
Idyllwild/Palm Springs
“| really like the proposi-

tion that doesn’t allow the
politicians to go home on

vacation until they pass the
budget. I think that’s great.
Makes them go to work.”

Billy Sheppard
Local DJ, works at the
Red Kettle and at
Showtime Video
Idyliwild
“Number 19. People should
be able to grow it for them-
selves, especially people with
cancer as a medicinal aid.”

<

~ Youth Coed Flag Football
Still accepting Registrations

Grades 4th-8th - Sign Up Now!

Adult Open Gym Volleyball
Tuesdays 7-9pm @ Idyllwild
School Gym

Town Hall

% 7 . Mountaln Qunters
\,& ‘ of Idyllwild

: § & Anza Quilters |

\"#/ Prescntthctr

2010 Qun!t Show

“Autumn Splendor”
Two BigDags

Oct. 16th & 17th, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
]dﬂllwilcl E_Iementarg School C]gm
26700 Hwy. 243
$1 discount with this ad
Forinfo call Deanna 951-659-8104

®
@
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Lowder speaks to statewide testing

By J.P. Crumrine,
Editor and Marshall
Smith, Staff
reporter

Dr. Steven Lowder is the
superintendent of Hemet
Unified School District
(HUSD). He was selected
this past June to replace Dr.
Philip Pendley, who retired
after eight years at the helm.
He and HUSD Trustee Bill
Sanborn met with the Town
Crier staff on Friday, Aug.
20. This is the last of three
articles introducing Lowder
to the Hill.

How do you feel about
the recently released STAR
scores?

Lowder evinced little
emotion as he discussed

the recent STAR results [see
the Aug. 19 issue for details
on Idyllwild School results].
But he was very expansive
about what he planned to
introduce to help teachers
work with their students.

“They could be better.
Scores were about where
we expected. Some schools
[that] we expected to do
better didn’t and some did
better,” he said. “Our rate
of increase is dropping now.
Across state, [STAR] scores
were down.”

Moving beyond the re-
sults of the past, Lowder
shared his plan to introduce
“Measures of Academic Per-
formance” (MAP). This is a
product that came from a
collaborative effort between
school districts in the Pacific

Northwest.

“We’ll be going away
from homegrown assess-
ments,” he stressed.

MAP uses a computer to
assess each student’s level
of learning. And the results
come to the teachers within
days. One of its principles is
the assumption that every
student learns differently.

According to the North-
west Evaluation Association
(NWEA), the originators
and MAP owners, it tests
present students with engag-
ing, age-appropriate content.
As a student responds to
questions, the test responds
to the student, adjusting up
or down in difficulty based
on student responses. The
result is a wealth of detailed
information for teachers,

parents and administrators
about each student.
Lowder had employed
MAP at Lincoln Unified
School District in Stockton,
where he worked before com-
ing to HUSD. “It gives us
more information as we go
along,” he asserted. “It’s data-
driven decision making.”
He envisions using the
MAP tool two to three times
each year in order to im-
prove teachers’ understand-
ings of how individuals
in the class are doing and
what areas may need more
attention for each student.

HUSD has been on the
“program improvement”
list for several years; do
you see a way off it or does

it not matter?

“Qur goal is to get out of
program improvement,” he
replied without hesitation.

What kind of management
style should we expect to
observe?

“It’s not just top down.
Goals are set at the top, but
they are worked up,” he said.
“We want to make a differ-

—

ence in the lives of children,”
he continued. “Whether it’s
top down or bottom up, our
role is to teach.” Embracing
the role of staff and faculty,
he added, “it’s not me, it's
us.”

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com and Marshall
Smith can be reached at
Marshall@towncrier.com.

Churches and Spiritual
Centers Directory |
of 1dyllwild i

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fellowship

Students
of the week

Idyllwild School Principal
Matt Kraemer’s students

of the week are first-grad-
ers Fiona McMullen and
Evan Douglass. First-grade
teacher Christine Tirhe-
imer chose Fiona and Evan
because they are recognized
as super students, outstand-
ing citizens and great role
models.

Photo by Cid Castillo

Lodging
Directory of Idyllwild

Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals
Quality Cabins = Creekside = Fireplaces = Pet Friendly
26345 Delano Dr.ewww.quietcreekinn.com«800-450-6110

Edelweiss Lodge « www.icabindu.com
Romantic cabins = Kitchens = Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

Alhatti Private Christian Resort

Aprivate Christian setting « Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 = (951) 659-2066 = www.alhatti.com

The Fireside Inn & Cabins e Fireplaces,
TV/DVD players, pets welcome = 1-877-797-3473
54540 North Circle Dr. « www.thefireside-inn.com

The Bluebird Cottage Inn
on 3 ac. « www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com = Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 « (951) 659-2696

Wilder Cabins - on strawberry Creek
Kitchens « Cable = Transportation to Trailheads = Pets Welcome.
54550 So. Circle Dr. = 659-2926 = www.wildercabins.com

Check out our Lodging Directory
Web site at www.towncrier.com

Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer.
Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 10am
plus Weekly Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038.
On Hwy 243 at Morning Sky School in Mountain Center.

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school,
10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m.
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to
the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

Community Presbyterian Church
54400 N. Circle Dr. 659-2935 ¢ Rev. Richard Olson

Sunday Worship — 9:30 a.m.
Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~

Child care available « Wednesday: Men's Breakfast — 6:15 a.m.

Idyllwild Bible Church

25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott.

A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship.

Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.

Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.
Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday
Call Church Office for Information. 659-4775

!

Queen of Angels Roman Catholic Church
54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA
Father Charles E. Miller
Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.;

Sat. 5 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.;
Confession: Sat. 4:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

’ .
Episcopal Church
St’ f}{uﬂﬁ S Ananglicaanouse of Prayer for all people

Rev. Gordon Scheible ¢ Sunday Service, 10:00 am

25525 Tahquitz Dr. (in Fern Valley off South Circle Dr.)
Phone (951) 659-4471

[« e e
Spiritual Living Center
Idyllwild Religious Science
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard Building) 659-3464.
Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday service, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.;
Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays.

Shiloh Christian Ministries

~ FULL GOSPEL ~
54968 Upper Pine Crest
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416
Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm
International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild
First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561
Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi.
SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch. Meditation
instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info. www.zmc.org

% =

!
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Community playground in the works

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

The Idyllwild Commu-
nity Recreation Council
(ICRC) has set July 4, 2011
for the grand opening of
the Idyllwild Community
Playground at the Idyllwild
Community Center site.
The public can view the
architectural drawings of
the planned playground at
a Community Family Fun
Carnival that will be held
from 5 to 7 p.m., Friday,
Oct. 22 at Town Hall.

ICRC is seeking the en-
tire community’s participa-
tion to make the plan a
reality. In fact, local chil-
dren, the playground’s us-
ers, will take the first step.
On Oct. 22, the architect
for the playground, Carrie
VanVelkenburg of Leath-
ers & Associates, will meet
with Idyllwild School (IS)
students in their classrooms
to solicit their thoughts
about what a playground
in Idyllwild should contain.
Then, she will sit in the
school’s lunchroom and
make a drawing of the

playground based on their
visions. “She’ll be design-
ing their dreams and the
children will get to see
her do it,” remarked Dawn
Sonnier, member of the
ICRC Community-Built
Playground Steering Com-
mittee.

Sonnier said the com-
mittee has already begun
a fundraising effort for
the playground. The total
amount needed to build
the playground is estimated
to range from $80,000 to
$100,000. And that amount
is dependent on volunteers
coming together next June
to actually construct the
playground.

Sonnier said that more
than $18,000 has already
been raised. The Rotary
Club and Idyllwild Inn
have each pledged $5,000
for the effort and the Rizor
family has pledged $1,000.
Some people have found
creative ways to donate.
For example, Doug McK-
ellar donated 25 cords of
mixed firewood for ICRC
to sell to raise money for
the playground. As of last

week, 12 cords had been
sold at $200 each. ICRC
President John Simpson
and Lon Mercer, owners
of the Rainbow Inn, have
pledged to provide food for
the volunteers during the
playground’s construction.
ICRC has also set up
levels of sponsorship. At the
$100 level, an individual,
family or business can have
their name engraved on a
composite picket on the
fence that will surround
the playground. Over 50
fence picket sponsorships,
out of 300 to 400 total,
have already been pledged.
According to Sonnier, the
fence will have a 50-year
warranty, so sponsors will
have the satisfaction of see-
ing their gifts acknowledged
and enjoyed for years.
The Family Fun Carnival
will offer a rather unique
opportunity to give to the
playground fund. For a
small fee, carnival goers
get to throw an egg at a
willing victim, including
IS Principal Matt Kraemer,
IS teacher Brennen Priefer,
Idyllwild Chevron station

owner Steve Friemoth
and Kretsinger Plumbing’s
Brian Kretzinger, among
others. The carnival will
also offer pizza and other
refreshments, face painting,
pony rides and a bounce
house.

Sonnier said that all
the people she has spoken
with about the proposed
playground are enthusias-
tic. “So many parents have
said, ‘thank you, we need
a playground,”” she said,
adding that even the busi-
ness owners have expressed
they would like to have a
play place for tourists with
children.

Currently, there is no
playground open to the
public in Idyllwild. The
playgrounds at Town Hall
and Idyllwild School are
only for the use of children
enrolled at those facilities,
and are locked after hours
and on weekends.

“Our whole community
will benefit from this play-
ground,” said Sonnier.

Beth Nottley can be
reached at beth@towncrier.
com.

Voting for dollars for
new community center

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

Fundraising for the pro-
posed Idyllwild Commu-
nity Center (ICC) and a
playground on the site may
be going high-tech soon.
People will be able to cast
their votes, in support of
Idyllwild’s projects, online
as part of the ongoing Pepsi
Refresh Project.

Chris Singer, a volunteer
for the Idyllwild Community
Recreation Council (ICRC),
the organization that owns
the site and plans to build
the community center, will
submit a grant proposal to
benefit the ICC to the Pepsi
Refresh Project on Oct. 1.
If the grant proposal is ac-
cepted, it will be posted in
the November online com-
petition.

At the beginning of each
month, the Pepsi Refresh
Project accepts 1,000 grant
proposals from people, busi-
nesses and nonprofit organi-
zations presenting ideas that
will have a positive impact

on their communities. The
proposals can address com-
munity projects in various
areas such education, health,
the environment, arts and
more. If accepted, the pro-
posal idea is posted on the
Pepsi Refresh website (www.
refresheverything.com) and
the public gets to vote for
their favorite in four catego-
ries. Based on voter results,
the Pepsi Refresh program
makes up to 10 awards each
month for $5,000, $25,000,
$50,000, and up to two
awards of $250,000.

Singer plans to ensure
that a proposal to raise
money for a community
center building, restroom
and playground will be in
the running for online voters
in November. “I’ll be submit-
ting the proposal at 12:01
am. Oct. 1,” she said. She’ll
be notified within two weeks
of applying if the proposal is
accepted to be a contestant
in November’s Pepsi Refresh
Program contest. If so, she
said she’ll be working hard
to get out the vote.

IDYLLWILD WATER DISTRICT SEPTEMBER 2010 NEWSLETTER

TERTIARY TREATED RECYCLED WATER FOR LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION

EXISTING WASTEWATER PLANT — The District’s wastewater plant is designed to treat 250,000 gallons per day (gpd). Currently, the plant is treating a
daily average of 110,000 gpd under secondary treatment guidelines with 140,000 gpd available remaining plant capacity. The “secondary” water gravity flows
to our seven percolation ponds located in the southwest area of Idyllwild. The operation of our wastewater plant and ponds has met the California Regional
Water Quality Control Board standards. For thirty years our percolation ponds, receiving secondary water, have been used as evaporation/percolation ponds
and disposal by “spray landscape irrigation” without any direct re-use benefit. On Sept 21st, the Board approved the CEQA for recycled water (RW) to be used
for a landscape/irrigation phase. However the landscape/irrigation phase would be contingent on receiving grant funds for approval. Although the RW for the
groundwater recharging phase would have benefitted our customers, CA Dept of Public Health (CDPH) requested removal of the RW recharging phase until
more groundwater studies are available. To date there aren’t any groundwater studies available for CDPH’S review to consider the proposed RW recharging

fractured rock phase.

PROPOSED TERTIARY PLANT — We would install a proposed CDPH-approved packaged tertiary treatment unit alongside our existing treatment that will
treat 85,000 gpd of our secondarily treated water to a higher quality of tertiary RW. This RW would be pumped through a new distribution main to Idyllwild
Pine’s existing unused water tank. The stored RW will be available for landscape/irrigation uses. IWD’S customers who are adjacent to the new distribution
RW main have the option to request RW by truck delivery or through a new RW meter. A joint agreement will be needed between the users and IWD before
receiving delivery. The agreement will require the user to allow the District to inspect the customer’s water system before using recycled water. It’s important
that the District verify there are no cross-connections between the RW system and the customer’s domestic water service lines. Customers without access to the
distribution main will need water trucks to deliver the RW.

BENEFITS FOR RECYCL ED WATER L ANDSCAPE IRRIGATION
Reduces water demand on our drinking water distribution system.
Improves Foster Lake groundwater supplies by conserving drinking water that was used for irrigation.
Recycled water projects qualify for state and federal grant funds.
Using an existing source of treated water to receive a re-use benefit.
Conserve the use of diverted Strawberry Creek water by reduction of pumping costs to Foster Lake.

NEXT IWD BOARD MEETING IS SCHEDULED ON OCTOBER 19, 2010
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IWD scales back reclamation project

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

Idyllwild Water District
(IWD) took another step
toward the construction of a
water reclamation facility. At
its Tuesday, Sept. 21 meet-
ing, the board approved
the environmental docu-
mentation for the overall
project.

However, President Al-
lan Morphett made it clear
that the board’s approval
did not include delivery of
reclaimed water to Foster
Lake.

“The approval of this
CEQA [California Environ-
mental Quality Act study]
tonight is for phase one
only, landscaping and ir-
rigation,” he stressed. “We
are seeking funding and
not approving the project
for construction.”

Not a change in direc-
tion, but a more limited
project was the result of a
Sept. 15 meeting between
IWD officials and state of-
ficials from multiple agen-
cies including the Califor-
nia Department of Public
Health and the State Water

Resources Control Board.

IWD received the fol-
lowing message suggesting
that if the agency wishes to
proceed with transporting
reclaimed water to Fos-
ter Lake, additional studies
about the movement of wa-
ter in the fractured granite
below the surface and about
how the treated water will
affect surface and other
environmental resources
will be needed.

“One thing [that came]
out of the meeting was the
hydrologist’s reservations,”
reported IWD General Man-

ager Terry Lyons. “He said
there were too many un-
knowns and could not agree
to a recharging project. |
think we walked away fairly
surprised at the outcome.”

Lyons said the state
people support reclama-
tion projects and endorse
the irrigation use, but say
that recharging Foster Lake
will have to wait for future
developments.

The project involves the
construction of a tertiary
treatment plant at the IWD
wastewater plant. The new
facility would treat or re-

San Jacinto fault could shake

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Dr. Frank Vernon, re-
search geophysicist at
Scripps Institute of Ocean-
ography in La Jolla, spoke
recently in Anza about the
San Jacinto Fault (SJF), its
history of significant quakes,
the current expanded mon-
itoring efforts and what
future shaking might be
expected from this cousin
of the more famous San
Andreas Fault.

Dubbed by seismologists
as one of the most active
faults in California because
of its history of frequent
smaller quakes, the local
fault is often overlooked as a
candidate for the “Big One.”
Vernon cautions that this
might be underestimating
its potential.

When asked if the Hill’s
largely granite base would
help minimize damage from
a quake on this fault, Vernon
opined it would help but
a major SJF quake could
still cause considerable lo-
cal damage because of its
proximity. Hill commu-
nities sit adjacent to the
SJF section that has gone
the longest between large
quakes — from 1918 when
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a 6.8M quake occurred near
the city of San Jacinto on
the fault’s northern section,
to a 1968 6.7M quake on
its southern section in the
Borrego Mountains.

Vernon does not predict
a big SJF quake is imminent.
“We are in a region right
now where if a 6 to 7M
quake occurred tomorrow
[on the fault section near-
est Idyllwild], I would not
be surprised,” he said. “On
the other hand, | would not
be surprised if it took years
before a quake of that mag-
nitude hit that section.”

For those interested
in probabilities, the web-
site http://geohazards.usgs.
gov/eqprob/2009/index.php
computes earthquake prob-
abilities for entered zip codes.
By entering Idyllwild’s zip
code, 92549, the time period
over which you'd like the
search to cover (for instance
2 years) and the earthquake
magnitude (6 magnitude or
greater), its probability is
computed to be 10 percent. If
the time period is expanded
to 5 years, the probability
nearly doubles to 18 percent.
For a 5 magnitude or greater
within 2 years, the prob-
ability is 25 percent; within
5 years 50 percent

International Import Co.

In stressing that earth-
quake science learns from
each large quake, Vernon
said that accurate prediction
of an earthquake is far in the
future. “It [the science of ac-
curately predicting quakes]
will develop but probably
not within our lifetimes,”
said Vernon. “Earthquake
science is an evolving un-
derstanding.”

As part of deepening
that understanding, Vernon
described a National Science
Foundation-funded project
to install earthquake moni-
toring equipment on the
section of the San Jacinto
Fault nearest Idyllwild and
Anza. “There are a sig-
nificant number of sites
[for placing the monitoring
devices] in Hill areas,” said
Vernon. “We're looking for
all the help we can get from
private land owners to allow
monitoring equipment on
their properties.” Monitor-
ing stress buildup, quake
patterns, and other indica-
tors can assist seismologists
in narrowing windows of
earthquake likelihood. Land-
owners in Anza who would
be interested in allowing
installation of monitoring
equipment can contact Ver-
non at fIvernon@ucsd.edu.
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For now, Vernon advises
preparation. “You have to be
serious,” he said. “You have
to be prepared.” Preparation
can include: securing any-
thing heavy enough to fall
on you, especially anything
near your bed; securing
anything expensive or fragile
enough to be a significant
loss if it falls; securing water
heaters by straps firmly an-
chored to studs or masonry;
securing kitchen cabinet
doors to minimize break-
age and glass on floors;
making sure gas appliances
have flexible attachments to
reduce fire risk; installing
automatic shutoff valves
to gas mains; and keeping

a fire extinguisher securely

attached to a wall. Ceiling
lights, chandeliers, and fans

Consultant Anuj Saha (center) discussed the Idyllwild Water
District’s reclamation project options with the board during
the Sept. 21 meeting. In the back, listening are IWD President
Allan Morphett (left) and Director John Cook (right).

claim about 75,000 gallons
of the 110,000 gallons that
flow daily to the wastewater
facility. The treated water
would be pumped to a steel
storage tank near Idyllwild
Pines and the water would
be used for landscaping and
irrigation purposes.

Prior to the vote, Mor-
phett stressed that the board
was not approving any fi-
nancial investment. The
district will continue to
seek state or federal grants
or loans to finance the con-
struction of the pilot or
demonstration reclamation
facility.

In other water news, Ly-
ons reported that the resin
from removing radioactive
material from well 1A in
Fern Valley has more than
doubled its expected life.
In the two years since the

should be attached with a

separate cable to a ceiling
joist or structural beam.
Also make sure to stock wa-
ter and canned food items
sufficient to last for a week
to 10 days.

Vernon referenced a use-
ful site for those interested
in real-time local earth-
quake data: http://eqginfo.
ucsd.edu/.

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

Door Beads
(951) 659-5066
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treatment plant’s installa-
tion, more than 55 million
gallons of water have been
pumped through it. The
well’s use has also resulted
in lower raw water readings
than there were two years
ago. After treatment, the
gross alpha readings are nil,
according to Lyons.

August’s water usage pro-
duction dropped from 2009,
resulting in lower revenue
than expected, Treasurer and
Controller Jim Ludy report-
ed. August’s 9.5 million gal-
lons was 1.4 million gallons
less than July’s production
and 1.7 million gallons less
than August 2009. Almost
two-thirds of the decrease
occurred in the commercial
sector, according to Ludy.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.
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