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Lingering rain clouds from Saturday’s storm are refl ected in the puddles on the Village 
Centre’s lawn.  (See story on page 8.)                                                       Photo by Cid Castillo

By Carey Powers
News Intern

W ith a sense of 
w h o l e h e a r te d 
humanity, many 

Idyllwild pet owners, in-
cluding those at Animal 
Rescue Friends of Idyllwild 
(ARF) who have a strong 
solicitude for animals, con-
sider their companions to 
be more than obedient 
sources of entertainment, 
or easy company. There is 
an understood love between 
an owner and his pet that 
resembles no other love 
and that involves unique 
commitment. 

Search for veterinarian
 “We have to take the 
responsibility of protecting 
our dogs and cats,” said Ma-
ria Lehman, ARF president, 
elaborating on the result of 
domestication. 
 Part of this responsibil-
ity includes ensuring qual-
ity healthcare for Idyllwild 
pets, which, in the past, has 
been a strenuous effort for 
many local pet owners. The 
lack of a veterinary clinic, 
or emergency and surgery 
facilities has posed serious 
problems for the Hill’s pet 
population. 
 Pet owners are familiar 
with the long, usually over-
heated, 20-mile trips down 

the mountain when their 
pets are agitated, sick, or 
terrifi ed, in order to fi nd vet-
erinary services elsewhere. 
Dr. Susan Eyer-Johnson, 
the mobile vet visiting ARF 
monthly, is much appreci-
ated by the community, but 
after a dog named Sadie was 
put down away from home 
following a traumatic drive 
down the hill, ARF decided 
that something more needed 
to be done. 
 “That is not how she 
should’ve spent the last bit 
of her life,” said Kristin Ethi-
er, Sadie’s owner. Spurred by 
this regrettable event, ARF

See ARF, page 21

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Fr o m  S e p t e m b e r 
through November, 
Southern California 

Edison (SCE) will be re-
placing existing meters in 
Idyllwild with Edison Smart-
Connect (Smart) two-way 
communicating meters. The 
new meters have the ca-
pability to transmit daily 
household energy usage data 
to customers’ SCE website 
sign-in page. 
 Smart meters allow SCE 
customers to monitor en-
ergy consumption and costs 
online in hourly increments 
for residential customers 
and 15-minute segments for 
business customers. With 
these data, customers can 
save energy and money by 
shifting electricity use to off-
peak hours such as evenings 

Edison installs 
smart meters

and weekends.
 According to SCE, smart 
meters will quickly iden-
tify system outages and, in 
many cases, resolve them 
remotely.
 Ken Devore, director of 
SCE’s smart meter project, 
advised that the meters’ two-
way communication feature 
will not be operable im-
mediately after installation. 
It will come online over a 
six-month period ending 
mid-year 2011.
  “We’ve been testing the 
software for over a year,” 
said Devore. “We’ll bring 
it online a bit at a time, 
informing customers by 
letter [when the customer 
energy-monitoring and two-
way communication feature 
will be operable]. We spent 
time on the technology and 
we will spend similar time

See Meters, page 8

See page 18.

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

On Tuesday, Sept. 28, 
local Assemblyman 
Brian Nestande (R–

CA 64) visited Idyllwild. 
He held a town meeting 
at Idyllwild School where 
a cozy group of about six 
constituents had the op-
portunity to have a personal 
conversation with the state 
legislator.
 Topics ranged from pro-
pane pricing (see story on 
page 9) to the state bud-
get; legislative leaders had 

Assemblyman 
hears locals

only just announced a likely 
agreement with Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.
 Although Nestande did 
not have the details of this 
year’s solution, he readily 
explained that a year ago, 
the 2009-10 budget solution 
was as permanent as a spider 
web.
 The $20 billion gap was 
solved with strands that 
had the life expectancy of 
a mere year. For example, 
nearly half of the $20 billion 
in cuts were replaced with 
the use of federal stimulus

See Nestande, page 9
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www.palmspringssubaru.com

2011 SUBARU

OUTBACK
        2.5i Premium Package

Stock #: 217013
Vin #: 319299
Model #: BDD

$26,657

Cathedral City Auto Center 
Hwy 111 and Perez Road 
67-925 East Palm Canyon

(760) 318-4700

• All-Wheel Drive standard
• 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
• 6 standard airbags
• 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
• All-weather package

As low as 

3.9% 
interest 
for 72 months on 
approved credit

2010 SUBARU

LEGACY
      2.5i Premium Package

Stock #: 207231
Vin #: 241656
Model #: AAD

$22,960

• All-Wheel Drive standard
• 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
• 6 standard airbags
• 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
• All-weather package

As low as 

2.9% 
interest 
for 63 months on 
appved credit

2010 SUBARU

IMPREZA
         2.5I Premium Package

Stock #: 207106
Vin #: 508691
Model #: AJD

$18,845

• All-Wheel Drive standard
• 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
• 6 standard airbags
• 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
• All-weather package

As low as 

0% 
interest 
for 48 months on 
appved credit

Idyllwild, we’re here for you!

Roby Gray
Construction Co.

P.O. Box 3227
Idyllwild, CA 92549

SLB 586585

General Contractor
Fine Home Building • Remodels

 Decks • Additions • Doors • Windows

(951) 659-3307

Est. 1990

Fire log

Hill fi re stations respond-
ed to the following calls, 
Monday to Sunday, Sept. 27 
to Oct. 3:

Idyllwild Fire Department 
and Ambulance
 Sept. 27 — Public ser-
vice assist, Maranatha Drive, 
Idyllwild.
 Sept. 27 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.
 Sept. 28 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.
 Sept. 29 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.
 Sept. 30 — Medical aid, 
San Jacinto and Fern Valley 
roads, Idyllwild.
 Oct. 1 — Walk-in medical 
aid.
 Oct. 2 — Medical aid, Vil-
lage Center Drive, Idyllwild.
 Oct. 3 — Walk-in medical 
aid.
    
Riverside County Fire, 
Pine Cove
 Sept. 29 — False alarm.
 Sept. 30 — Fire assist.
 Oct. 1 — Wildland fi re.
 Oct. 1 — Fire menace 
standby, electrical.
  
Riverside County Fire, 
Garner Valley
 Sept. 28 — Traffi c colli-
sion, highways 74 and 243, 
Mountain Center.
 Sept. 28 — Ringing alarm, 
35000 block of Pathfinder 

News of record
Old Cary roads, Anza.
 Sept. 29 — Vegetation 
fire, Bautista and Cahuilla 
roads, Anza.
 Sept. 29 — Vegetation 
fi re, Anza.
 Sept. 29 — Vegetation 
fi re, Bautista Road and High-
way 371, Anza.

Sept. 30 — Cover as-
signment, Jamacha Road, El 
Cajon.
 Sept. 30 — Unknown 
type of fire, Western Hills 
Drive and Deer Mountain 
Road, Anza.
 Oct. 1 — Medical aid, 
Jack Lane and Mitchell Road, 
Anza.
 Oct. 1 — Vegetation fi re, 
Highway 371 and Cary Road, 
Anza.
 Oct. 1 — Traffi c collision, 
Wellman and Kirby roads, 
Anza.
 Oct. 2 — Public service 
assist, Jay Dee Lane and La 
Cima Road, Anza.
 Oct. 2 — Medical aid, 
Highway 371 and Lake Riv-
erside Drive, Anza.
 Oct. 2 — Medical aid, 
Highway 371 and Lake Riv-
erside Drive, Anza.
 Oct. 2 — Medical aid, 
Highway 371 and Lake Riv-
erside Drive, Anza.
 Oct. 2 — Medical aid, 
Mitchell and Bohlen roads, 
Anza.
 Oct. 3 — Medical aid, 
Fisher Road and Glenda 
Lane, Anza.

 Oct. 3. — Medical aid, 
Trails End and Terwilliger 
Road, Anza.
    
CHP log
  
 The resident post of the 
California Highway Patrol 
responded to the following 
call  from Monday to Sunday,  
Sept. 27 to Oct. 3. This may 
not be a complete list of 
responses:

 Sept. 30 — Single-vehicle, 
noninjury traffic collision, 
Highway 74 east of Straw-
berry Creek.
 
Sheriff’s log
 
 The Lake Hemet Sub-
division of the Riverside 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
responded to the following 
calls from Friday, Oct. 1 to 
Tuesday, Oct. 5. This may 
not be a complete list of 
responses:

 Oct. 1 — An unknown 
suspect committed a felony 
check forgery in the 58700 
block of Meyers Lane in 
Anza. The case remains open 
but suspended.

 All people identifi ed here 
are presumed innocent of these 
preliminary charges pending 
court actions. Only the names 
of suspects charged with felo-
nies will be printed.

Road, Garner Valley.
 Sept. 29 — Vegetation 
fi re, Bautista Road, Anza.
 Sept. 30 — Vegetation 
fire, 49000 block of Pima 
Ave., Aguanga.
 Sept. 30 — Vegetation 
fi re, 68000 block of San Carlo 
Drive, Pinyon.
 Oct. 1 — Vegetation fi re, 
39000 block of Cary Road, 
Anza.
 Oct. 2 — Public service 
assist, 56000 block of Apple 
Canyon Road, Garner Val-
ley.
 Oct. 2 — Traffi c collision, 
33000 block of Morris Ranch 
Road, Garner Valley.
    
Riverside County Fire, 
Pinyon
 Sept. 28 — Fire, Anza.
 Sept. 28 — Medical aid.
 Sept. 28 — Fire, Anza.
 Sept. 29 — Fire, Anza.
 Sept. 30 — Fire, Aguan-
ga.
 Sept. 30 — Fire, Palm 
Springs.
 Oct. 1 — Fire, Anza.
 Oct. 1 — Fire, Anza.
   
Riverside County Fire, 
Anza
 Sept. 27 — Medical aid, 
Terwilliger and Grandon 
roads, Anza.
 Sept. 27 — Medical aid, 
Highway 371 and Contreras 
Road, Anza.
 Sept. 28 — Traffic col-
lision, Bautista Canyon and 

Irving, a handsome boxer, belonging to Lauren Devore of 
B’s Mountain of Books, was injured when he was attacked 
last week by an unleashed dog. Irving was initially treated at 
an emergency room in Murrieta. Two subsequent visits to the 
Anza vet were needed because of an infection of the throat, 
neck, head and ears from the bites.          Photo by Cid Castillo

Vist www.towncrier.com 
for up-to-date local breaking news 

Idyllwild Weather
From the National Weather Service

 Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
 10/7 10/8 10/9 10/10 10/11

55/39
20-percent 
chance of 
rain.

70/46
Mostly sunny.

72/48
Mostly sunny.

74/48
Mostly sunny.

72/46
Mostly sunny.

 Idyllwild this year Idyllwild last year
Date High Low M S High Low M S

9-27 88 56    89 41        
9-28 85 55    81 51    
9-29 na na   81  48   
9-30 85 55 .13  72 41 

10-1 78 34 .87  74 40  
10-2 74 50 .60  76 43   
10-3 75 48   68 42  

Moisture in inches Snow in inches
To date this season (Idy): 1.70 To date this sea son (Idy): 0
To date last season (Idy): .29 To date last season (Idy): 0
Total last season (Idy): 23.61 Total last season (Idy): 35.91
To date this season (PC): 1.40 To date this season (PC): 0
Total last season (PC): 30.92 Total last season (PC): 72.5

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and 
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m. 
at the Idyll wild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are mea-
sured by resident George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture 
inches include all precipitation such as rain, melted hail 
and melted snow.

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road 
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at 
1-800-427-7623.



Idyllwild Town Crier, October 7, 2010 - Page 3

 

For additional properties, call 888-675-4025 or e-mail larry@hilltoprealty.com

Larry 
Bischof

10.7.10

FREEDOM
4.5-Acre Log Home Estate. 
Beautiful valley views. Soaring 
ceiling in Living Room w/
raised River Rock Fireplace. 
Gourmet Kitchen w/granite 
counters. Three Bedrooms + 
Master w/private deck. Paved 
driveway. 6 car carport plus 
workshop. Detached Dog 
Kennel & grooming enclosure. 
U.S. Forest close. 

$625,000

A MOUNTAIN TRADITION Est. 1972HILLTOP
REALTY

PICTURE PERFECT
Pride of ownership. Featured in the Harvest Home Tour and Garden 
Tour. Remodeled. Wood paneling in Living Room w/open beam ceiling 
& brick Fireplace. Three Bedrooms, Office, Breakfast Nook & formal 
Dining. Wrap around decks. Lush landscaping w/pond. 2-car garage 
with private Office. $429,000

ON STRAWBERRY CREEK
Fern Valley babbling creekside setting amid towering pines and cedars 
with Lily Rock views. Spacious family home. Inviting Living Room 
includes River Rock hearth and vaulted ceiling. Large formal Dining  
opens to Kitchen. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths. Partially fenced for pets. 
Decks front and back. $369,000

HIDEAWAY
Log cabin stirs memories of yesteryear. Covered front porch. Open floor 
plan, River Rock Hearth. Homesteader Kitchen, Office/Den area. Master 
Bedroom + Guest Bedroom. 2 Baths. Spacious back porch, fenced yard, 
pine forest views. $219,000

“Metropolitan close ... 
feels like a 

million miles away”

N
EW

LIS
TIN

G

Dreams of Creeks 
and Logs

N
EW

LIS
TIN

G

EXCELLENCE IN LOGS
2 Homes. 36’ x 48’ R.V. Garage/
Workshop. Over 3 acres. Horse 
legal. Finely crafted log home 
w/3-car Garage. Prow-shaped 
Living Room w/cathedral ceil-
ings; River Rock Hearth. 
Country Kitchen. Master + 
2 Bdrms. & Den. 2nd Home 
offers vaulted ceilings, fireplace, 
Formal Dining and roomy Kitch. 
3 + Bdrms. Spacious decks. 

$649,000

 Clark tells them that if rain catches them, they will 
have to rappel off the climb, which means leaving lots 
of valuable gear behind. This bit of logic usually does 
the trick.
 Another easy question to answer came from a customer 
who found a pair of pants on the sale rack. He brought 
the pants inside and went into his spiel about supporting 
the little shops like ours and how he wanted to shop at 
my store if and only if I would give him the pants at a 
price below wholesale. This time I just chuckled a little 
and he knew he had his answer.
 Sometimes, people do listen to my advice. On Sat-

Mark Twain said it best
“A banker is a fellow who lends you his 

umbrella when the sun is shining and wants 
it back the minute it begins to rain,” said 
Mark Twain. 
 The above quote has been unoffi cially 
attributed to Mark Twain but, like many of his quotes, 
it is fi lled with both truth and a deep understanding 
of human nature. Although I have read many of Mark 
Twain’s books, I am more fascinated with the man himself 
than with his literary works.
 Because of Samuel Clemens’ unique insights into hu-
man nature, I have learned to laugh at myself as well 
as at other humans. To me, the only other author that 
comes close to Twain’s humorous observations about 
human nature is Kurt Vonnegut. At any rate, I fi nd a 
sense of humor very important when dealing with the 
public, who ask some very interesting questions at the 
shop. 
 As anyone that was on the hill this past weekend 
knows, we had some major thunder showers on Friday 
and Saturday. In fact, the two days were almost a carbon 
copy of each other with the downpours beginning at 
around 2 p.m. and continuing for more than an hour. 
 On Saturday, while purchasing a rain jacket, a gentle-
man asked me if he could bring it back if he didn’t wear 
it in the rain. After thinking it over for a split second, 
I gave him my one word answer: “No”.
 One of the things I dislike doing is trying to talk 
people out of doing things that may put them in jeopardy. 
Things like climbing Tahquitz on a day when lightning 
and rain are imminent. Sometimes, simple logic does 
not dissuade them from taking the risk of climbing a 
long route such as  “Whodunit,” so I hit them with a 
line I heard from Clark Jacobs. 

Outside Idyllwild
By Bruce Watts

attributed to Mark Twain but, like many of his quotes, 

urday, I advised two young climbers to go to Suicide 
Rock, do shorter routes and try and be done by 2 p.m. 
They had just fi nished up and just like clockwork the 
thunder showers came at 1:57 p.m. 
 Of course, when it comes to the weather, I sometimes 
get it wrong. Like everyone else, including the national 
and local forecasters, I tend to err on the side of cau-
tion. But that is just me. Although it did not rain on 
Sunday, I was still telling people to be prepared.
 Finally, another quote by Mr. Clemens: “Everybody talks 
about the weather but nobody does anything about it.” At 
least, I try to factor in the weather when I give advice.

The California fuchsia (Epilobium canum aka Zauschneria 
californica) requires no summer water and is highly attractive 
to hummingbirds. California fuchsia, a western native, looks 
best in late summer and fall when so few natives are blooming. 
It spreads by roots, so allow room or keep it contained.

Sticky cinquefoil (Potentilla glandulosa) occurs from Alberta 
to British Columbia in the north; south to California, Ari-
zona, New Mexico, and northern Baja California; and east 
to South Dakota. Cinquefoil will grow one to two feet tall 
with creamy, yellow fl owers. It is a leafy plant with several 
stems, often reddish and sticky with minute, glandular hairs, 
topped by yellow fl owers in loose, branched clusters. 

Photos courtesy of Harold Voorheis
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Hemet Teachers’ 
School Board Picks

Paul Bakkom
Retired teacher

Joe Wojcik
Parent/Attorney

Ross Valenzuela
Retired librarian/

teacher

Safe, secure schools 
Sound fi nancial management 
Improved vocational education
Recruitment of highest quality teachers
Budget cuts kept away from classroom

Paid for by Political Action Group for Education — Hemet Teachers’ Association

The Hemet Teachers’ Association is pleased to 
endorse Paul Bakkom, Ross Valenzuela and 

Joe Wojcik for the Hemet School Board. Hemet’s 
teachers trust that these three candidates’ 
familiarity with the Hemet District, open-

mindedness, and commitment to improving student 
achievement will serve our community well.

Bakkom • Wojcik • Valenzuela

For Your Total Auto Body Needs
Foreign and Domestic

Mon.-Fri. 7a.m.-5p.m.
Corner of Menlo & Buena Vista

491 East Menlo • Hemet

(951) 929-9565 • Steve & Jana Desrocher

FR
EE

Est
im

ate
s

High Country Garden Club 
Paul Elmore of Elmore’s Saw and Welding in Anza will 

speak at the next meeting of the High Country Garden 
Club at 12:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 9 at Lizzie Ann’s Garden 
Center.
 The presentation entitled “Winterize your Whacker” is 
not limited to weed-whackers. Elmore will explain the “do’s 
and don’t’s” of long term storage of small engine and power 
tools (such as chainsaws, chippers and mowers). Elmore 
will also speak on what to look out for when buying used 
equipment.
 For more information, contact Annika Knoppel, garden 
club leader, at (888) 834-9005, ext. 5, or hcgardenclub@gmail.
com.

Democrats 
Scott and Kathy Bloom-Rudibaugh will lead a discus-

sion on the Propositions that are on the Nov. 2 Ballot at 
the next meeting of the Democrats of Hemet-San Jacinto 
at 6:15 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 12 at 530 1/2 E. Florida Ave. in 
Hemet. Refreshments will follow the meeting.
 For more information, contact Hal Spangenberg at 
hspangenberg@msn.com or (951) 487-0325.

Women’s Guild
Chris Rockwell will speak about his service of feeding 

the homeless at the next Women’s Guild of the Idyllwild 
Community Presbyterian Church meeting Wednesday, 
Oct. 13.
 The group meets in the church’s Fellowship Hall for 
lunch at noon and the speaker begins at 1 p.m. Lunch 
costs $4. All women on the Hill are invited.

For more information, call Linda Young at 659-9603.

To get a listing in “Clubs,” visit www.towncrier.com, click 
on “News” in the menu at the top and click on “Submit a 
news item,” or stop by and fi ll out a news form. 

Clubs Kathy Anderson, regional 
marketing representative 
for the California Travel 
and Tourism Commission, 
addressed the Idyllwild 
Business Roundtable at 
its recent meeting. An-
derson suggested many 
ways that Idyllwild could 
market itself in state tour-
ism booklets, brochures 
and online.

Photo by Marshall Smith

 Only in Idyllwild can you walk onto the property of a 
fi ne restaurant and enjoy looking at the vegetable garden 
planted and cared for by the owner. If you look carefully, 
you may see the resident rabbit!

Corrinne Brown
Idyllwild

“Only in Idyllwild” may be sent one of four ways: e-mail
to beth@towncrier.com, call 659-2145, Ext. 17, fax to 659-
2071 or drop off at the offi ce, 54295 Village Center Drive.

Only in Idyllwild

The Prairie Dove’s Phyllis Currington-Brown, seen in the 
foreground holding Dawson, is the latest merchant to join the 
Idyllwild Chamber of Commerce. Also celebrating the occasion 
is, left to right, Nick Todd, board member, Bill Sheppard from 
Showtime Video, with Debbie Sheppard, Sales Associate at 
the Prairie Dove. Gerry High, background, owner of Artspresso 
Gallery, Billy Sheppard holding Pixel and chamber board 
member Lauren Devore, B’s Mountain of Books.  

Photo by Cid Castillo
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659-2609

FOREST LUMBER
54200 Pine Crest
659-9691 Fax

Mon.-Sat.
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sunday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Everything you need for your home or your 2nd home

OCTOBER BARGAINS OF THE MONTH
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LUMBER • SCREEN DOORS • NAILS
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WINDOWS • PAINT • TOOLS • SIGNS

SAVE 37% 

499

           
reg. 6.49
100W Standard Halogen  
Floodlight
For indoor/oudoor use.  
1500 lumens. 2,000 hours.
E 797 046 B6  
While supplies last.

reg. 19.99
Flashlight & Keychain Combo Pack
Features 30-LED 2 "D" flashlight, 9-LED 2 "AA" flashlight and 
bonus LED keychain. Batteries included. E 127 983 B4 
While supplies last.

reg. 7.99
1.88" x 60-Yd. Multipurpose Duct Tape 
Applies smoothly, tears easily. Holds well on curved surfaces. 
Durable, waterproof backing. P 642 094 B24 While supplies last.

Save 50% 

999

SAVE 23%

499

trudybaludy@yahoo.com
www.trudylevy.net

659-9548

Traditional Yang Style 

New Beginners 
Class

TAI CHI

Community calendar
 For the Idyllwild Arts & 
Entertainment Calendar, see 
“On the Town,” on page  11.

Wednesday, Oct. 6
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion 
Post 800, 54360 Marion View 
Dr.
 • Town Crier News Meet-
ing, public welcome, 8:30 a.m. 
Café Aroma, 54750 North Cir-
cle Dr. 
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
 • Garner Valley Women’s 
Club, 10:30 a.m. Garner Valley 
Common, 61600 Devil’s Lad-
der Rd.
  • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard building)
 • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.
 • AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild 
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest 
Ave.
 • Codependents  Anonymous 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious 
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. 
(the Courtyard Building)

Thursday, Oct. 7
 • “Forgotten God,” Women’s 
Ministry Bible Study, 10 a.m.-
noon. Chapel in the Pines 
Church Office, 29430 Hwy. 
243, Mountain Center.
 • Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. 
Mile-High Fitness, 54423 Vil-
lage Center Dr.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.
 • Soroptimist International 
business meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
Arriba Mexican Restaurant, 
55980 Highway 243. Call Karen 
Doshier, 659-0790.
 • ESL classes, 6-8 p.m. 
Idyllwild School, 26700 Hwy. 
243.
 • Narcotics Anonymous, 
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the 
Courtyard Building)

Friday, Oct. 8
  • Baby Play Group, 10:30 
a.m. Call Debbi Geisinger, 659-
8710 or (951) 966-1094. 
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30 
p.m. Idyllwild Community Pres-
byterian Church, Manse Alcove, 
Fellowship Hall, 54400 North 
Circle Dr.
 • Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ 
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meeting 
7-9 p.m. Former Morning Sky 
School, 29375 Hwy. 243, Moun-
tain Center. Child care available. 
Call 659-0097 for information.
 

Saturday, Oct. 9
 • Stand in Silent Vigil for 
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence, 
noon. Town center. Call 659-
2718.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
7:30 p.m. Community Pres-
byterian Church, Fellowship 
Hall,  54400 North Circle Dr.

 Sunday, Oct. 10
 • Zen Meditation Group, 8 
a.m. Call 659-2253. 
 • Peace Meditation Practice, 
10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist Dhar-
ma Center, 53191 Mountain 
View, Pine Cove. 
 • Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.  
Spiritual Living Center, Church 
of Religious Science, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard 
Building)
 • Alcoholics Anonymous,  
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m., 
Rancho Encino Mountain Club, 
45915 Orchard Road, Poppet 
Flats, across from CalFire Sta-
tion 6.
 • Idyllwild Writer’s Guild, 3 
p.m. 25685 Big Pine St., Cedar 
Glen. Call 659-0130.

Monday, Oct. 11
 • Associates of Idyllwild Arts, 
10 a.m. Wilson classroom, 52500 
Temecula Dr.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon & 7:30 p.m. St. Hugh’s 
Episcopal Church, 25525 
Tahquitz Dr. 

 • Idyllwild Community 
Meditation, Session I: 5:30-6:30  
p.m.; Session II: 6:45-8 p.m.  
Idyllwild Yoga Studio. Call Val at 
659-5750 for information.
 • Pinyon Communities 
Council, 7 p.m. Pinyon Fire Sta-
tion, 70080 Hwy. 74, Pinyon.

Tuesday, Oct. 12
 • Zen Meditation Group, 7 
a.m. & 7 p.m. Call 659-2253.
 • Mountain Quilters of 
Idyllwild, 9:30 a.m. Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church, 54400 
North Circle Dr.
 • Mountain Communities 
Fire Safe Council public board 
meeting, 9:30 a.m. Mountain 
Resource Center, 25380 Frank-
lin Dr. Call 659-5208 for infor-
mation.
 • Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. Mile-
High Fitness, 54423 Village 
Center Dr., Strawberry Creek 
Square.
  • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; AA 
Open Meeting & Big Book Study, 
6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Science, 
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Court-
yard Building)
 • La Leche League, 1 p.m. Call 
659-8321.
 • International Healing 
Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m. Shi-
loh Christian Ministries, 54960 
Pine Crest Ave. 
 • Idyllwild Fire Protection 
District Commission, 5:30 p.m. 
Idyllwild Fire Station, 54160 
Pine Crest Ave. 
 • ESL classes, 6-8 p.m. Idyllwild 
School, 26700 Hwy. 243.
 • Healthy Lifestyle Class, 5:30 

p.m. optional weigh-in; health 
talk by Brenda Scherlis, 6 p.m. 
Silver Pines, 25955 Cedar St.
 • Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step Study meeting, 
6:30-8 p.m. Former Morning 
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center. Call 659-0097 
for information.
 

Wednesday, Oct. 13
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 a.m. American Legion Post 
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.
 • Town Crier News Meeting, 
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Pine 
Cove Water District building, 
24917 Marion Ridge Dr.
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
 • Pine Cove Water District, 
10 a.m. PCWD, 24917 Marion 
Ridge Rd., Pine Cove.
 • La Leche League, 10 a.m. 
Call 659-8321.
 • Community Church Guild, 
noon. Church, 54400 North 
Circle Dr.
  • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard building)
 • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St. 
Call 659-2523.
 • County Service Area 38 Ad-
visory Committee meeting, 5:15 
p.m. Mountain Resource Center, 
25380 Franklin Dr.
 • AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild 
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest 
Ave.
 • Mountain Disaster Pre-

paredness board meeting, 6-
7:30 p.m. Creekstone Inn, 54950 
Pine Crest Ave.
 • Codependents Anonymous 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious 
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. 
(the Courtyard Building)

Community service hours
 • California Department of 
Forestry (bark beetle issues), 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
Mountain Resource Center 
25380 Franklin Dr., 659-3335.
 • Chamber of Commerce, 
54325 North Circle Dr., 12-3 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday. 659-3259.
 • Idyllwild HELP Center, 
26330 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-
noon & 1-3 p.m. Tuesday-Fri-
day. 659-2110.
 • Idyllwild Area Historical 
Museum, 54470 North Circle 

Dr., 11 a.m.-4 p.m.  Saturday 
& Sunday. Group tours by ap-
pointment. 659-2717.
 • Idyllwild Library, 54185 
Pine Crest Ave., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday & Friday, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday, 659-2300.
 • Idyllwild Nature Center, 
25225 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Tuesday-Sunday.. 659-
3850. 
 • Idyllwild Skate Park, 
Idyllwild Pines Camp, 26375 
Highway 243, 2:30 p.m.-dusk 
Wednesday & Thursday; 1:30 
p.m.-dusk Friday; noon-dusk 
weekends.
 • Idyllwild Transfer Station, 
28100 Saunders Meadow Rd,  8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Thursday-Mon-
day; Grinding Facility, 8 a.m.-
noon & 1-4 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.

Opening to intuitive guidance
 At Spirit Mountain Retreat on Oct. 16, professional 
intuitive Miriam Mousaioff will teach a 1-day workshop 
focusing on how to listen deeply to your spirit and the 
spirit of the Earth. To awaken to a new level of con-
sciousness,  Mousaioff advises the spiritual community to 
become more grounded by connecting deeply and mak-
ing choices that are healthy. She says that deep listening 
begins by shifting focus inward and opening to the voice 
of intuition. In order to listen and trust this inner voice, 
she says that one must quiet the mind, connect with the 
body, and become more present. 
 The program will run from 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. The fee 
is $65 and includes lunch. Individual readings will also 
be available. Call 659-2523 for information.
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Web site: www.towncrier.com
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 The IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER 
(USPS 635260) is published week-
ly for $29 per year in county and 
$33 per year out of county by the 
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER, P.O. 
Box 157, 54295 Village Center 
Dr., Idyllwild, CA 92549. Periodi-
cal postage paid at Idyllwild, CA. 
Send subscription and change 
of address requests to the 
above address. Please allow up 
to two weeks for requests to take 
effect.

POSTMASTER:
 Send address changes to 
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER, P.O. 
Box 157, Idyllwild, CA 92549.
 All contents of the Idyllwild 
Town Crier are copyrighted by 
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How to get a letter pub lished
 The Town Cri er wel comes letters re fl ect ing all 
opin ions. Letters should be con cise and to the point. 
They should be no long er than 400 words. Let ters 
must be type writ ten, dou ble-spaced and in up per/
low er case (not in all caps). Let ters must be signed 
(unless e-mailed) and must be iden ti fi ed with the 
writ er’s name, ad dress and weekday phone num ber. 
 Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be ac cept ed. 
Letters of thanks are not ac cept ed. A special ad ver -
tis ing rate is avail able for thank-you letters. Political 
letters cost 10 cents per word.  
 We reserve the right to reject or edit let ters for 
length, taste, clar i ty or fre quen cy of sub mis sion. Let-
ters do not necessarily refl ect the opinions of Town 
Crier staff. Letters may be sub mit ted in person, by 
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.
com).  

Editorials, letters to the editor, guest editorials and car-
toons refl ect the opinions of the authors and not neces-
sarily the Town Crier or Tindle Publications.

Readers 
write

“The Big Cabin” 
Editor:
 I just read with great sad-
ness of the fi re that destroyed 
Lew and Irene Brahm’s cab-
in.  The cabin, as you know, 
has special signifi cance to the 
Belden family as well as to 
the Brahm family. 
 The Brahms on several 
occasions  graciously allowed 
our family to use it. My 
father, Ted Belden, has told 
us the history of the cabin.
 For history’s sake, I want-
ed to make a correction to 
the article. The article stated 
that the cabin was started in 
1929.  This could not be true 
as the Belden family only 
moved to the mountains 
in 1934 and the Brahms’ 
cabin was not the fi rst cabin 
that my grandfather, Charles 
Selden Belden, built after he 
moved to Pine Cove.  
 The cabin, which was 
called “The Big Cabin” by 
my grandparents, Selden 
and Coral Belden, was one 
of four cabins that he built 
during his early years in Pine 
Cove.  
 The “Big Cabin” was 
started around the fall of 
1935, but not fi nished until 
1936 or 1937. I believe my 
grandfather built the fire-
place by hand with rocks 
that he hauled himself.   
 The story goes that he 
built the first fire in the 
fi replace using the bags from 
the cement he used to make 
the fireplace. Some of the 
furniture in the cabin might 
have been built about the 
same time as the cabin.  
 It is a tragic loss.

Lori Belden Pope
Redlands

SCE’s smart 
meters 
Editor:
 This is to inform your 
readers that you can (tem-
porarily) say “No” to SCE’s 
attempt to install a so-called  
smart meter in your home 
(which they will charge you 
for on your monthly bill).  
 A consumer organization 
called TURN has a website: 
www.turn.org/opt-out.
 TURN has opposed smart 
meter programs from the 
start, based on the accuracy 
of the technology. (A CPUC 
investigation of the meters is 
still in progress as of summer 
2010.) After Pacifi c Gas and 
Electric (PG&E) installed 

Mr. Funny Guy               by Chris Fisher

Initial thoughts
October a busy month for personal safety …

 October is a busy month, starting with 
fi re prevention this week, the continuing vigil 
for breast cancer and the opening of Ghost-
town.
 Fire Prevention Week began Sunday and 
continues through Saturday, Oct. 9. I hope 
you are doing all you can to prevent fi res or 

to minimize their consequences if one were to start in or 
near your home.
 This year, the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA), is urging 
citizens to check their home fi re alarms, be sure they are 
working and, if necessary, install them in your domicile. 
According to the USFA, an estimated 385,500 fi res occur 
in residential buildings every year resulting in 2,770 civilian 
deaths and 13,250 injuries.
 Speaking of self-checking for safety, October is also 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Women, please take the 
time for a self-exam, but visiting a physician is better.
 Also, two local groups are sponsoring a Susan G. Komen 
Race for the Cure® in the next few weeks. On Sunday, Oct. 
17, the Inland Empire affi liate will hold a race in Temecula 
(951-676-RACE (7223)). On Nov. 7, the San Diego affi liate 
will conduct a race for the cure (760-692-2900).
 Ask yourself, what are you doing to ensure your family’s 
safety? Whether it’s installing fi re alarms or encouraging 
your mother or wife to have a checkup, the lives you might 
effect belong to your family.
 I’m from the East Coast. I know that suggests an aura 
of effete snobbery since I had never seen anything green 
that operates with chlorophyll, except for the plastic red 
geraniums, until I arrived here in paradise.
 But I had used a fi replace, even a wood burning stove, 
enough to know one doesn’t put the ashes in a cardboard 
box and store the container on the wood porch or deck. 
Hyperbole, huh?
 No! Since I’ve been at the Town Crier, Idyllwild Fire 
Department has had to respond to several home fires 
because of the above reason.
 You can prevent tragedy simply by testing and maintain-
ing your smoke alarms and practicing a fi re escape plan.
 Whether you’re wide awake or fast asleep, a work-
ing smoke alarm is constantly scanning the air. It never 
sleeps.   
 It’s plain and simple. Smoke alarms save lives. But, they 
have to be installed the right way, and be working! 
 USFA recommends every home have both an ioniza-
tion and photoelectric smoke alarm, or dual sensor smoke 
alarms, containing both ionization and photoelectric smoke 
sensors. You need both — because they detect either smoke 
or fl ames, and you never know what type of fi re might 
start. 
 The 9-volt batteries that power smoke alarms should be 
replaced at least once each year. You can time the replace-
ments with seasonal or time changes such as the spring or 
fall daylight savings time changes.
 Long-life lithium will power the smoke alarm for about 8 
to 10-years. Once the battery is dead, the entire smoke alarm 
unit, battery included, needs to be replaced. It takes just a 
few minutes of maintenance for years of protection.
 When a smoke alarm sounds while you’re cooking or 
taking a shower with a lot of steam, it’s just doing its job.  
Simply press the hush button on the alarm and open a 
window or door. If your alarm doesn’t have a hush button, 
wave a towel at the alarm to clear the air. Never remove 
the smoke alarm’s battery, false alarm or otherwise. 
 It can take 30 seconds for a small fl ame to become a 
huge fi re.  In case of a fi re, everyone in your home needs 
to know how they will get out.
 Prepare an escape plan and practice it with everyone in 
the home. It’s really important to include children. Teach 
them not to hide in closets or from fi refi ghters.  Everyone 
should gather at an established meeting place outside the 
home.  Get out and stay out.  Never go back into a burn-
ing home.

J.P., Ed i tor

 October is a busy month, starting with 
fi re prevention this week, the continuing vigil 
for breast cancer and the opening of Ghost-
town.
 Fire Prevention Week began Sunday and 
continues through Saturday, Oct. 9. I hope 
you are doing all you can to prevent fi res or 

Holiday closings
 Hill businesses and institutions that will be closed 
Monday, Oct. 11, to observe Columbus day:

Area post offi ces 
BBVA Compass 
Idyllwild Library 

Idyllwild Water District
Pine Cove Water District
Riverside County offi ces

These will be open:
Fern Valley Water District
Hemet Unifi ed School
 District
Idyllwild Health Center
Idyllwild Pharmacy

Idyllwild Transfer Station
Mount San Jacinto 
 State Park
Town Crier
U.S. Forest Service

smart meters in San Diego 
county, consumers’ rates 
jumped up.
 Some neighborhood 
groups and cities, including 
San Francisco, Sebastapol 
and Santa Cruz support 

a moratorium on smart 
meters, as does an edito-
rial in the San Francisco 
Chronicle.

Diann Coate
Idyllwild

See Letters, page 27
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IDYLLWILD HEALTH CENTER
Flu Shots Available • Accepting new patients

Brenda Scherlis, full-time Nurse Practitioner 
Providing comprehensive care for our community

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-5:00pm
(951) 659-4908   54910 Pine Crest Ave.

Snow Guessing Contest
The Town Crier’s 33rd annual

An Idyllwild Tradition

The contest will appear 
in the Oct. 21 issue

Business Owners:
Sign up now to distribute 

coupons ... Only $26 includes 
coupons, fl iers, publicity, 

increased traffi c, etc.

Call Shane by noon on
Monday, Oct. 18
to sign up or for details

659-2145

Town talk 
By Cid Castillo, Staff Photographer  

What is your opinion of the new smart readers Southern California Edison is installing?

John Gooch
Retired

17-year Pine Cove resident
“Well, the power goes out 
all the time. If this new 

meter can somehow call the 
base and report the power 

outage, and the power come 
back on quicker, then it’s a 
good thing. I don’t know if 

it can do that, though.”

Marcy Lipare
Aesthetician

Just moved to Idyllwild 
from Las Vegas

“I really don’t trust the 
equipment to send the right 
signal. I prefer people look-

ing at my reader.”

Harris Byerley
New to Idyllwild from 

Texas
Texas BBQ Chef

“When have you ever seen 
a change made by a utility 
company that doesn’t cost 

you money?”

Chris Fourroux
Telecommunications 

Engineer
8-year Idyllwild resident 
“I’ll trust the equipment to 

give the correct readings, 
but what concerns me is the 
loss of jobs  — that’s a lot of 
meter readers out of work.”

Home to summer camps… 
 Like thousands of others, I got my fi rst 
taste of Idyllwild by attending summer camp. 
Numerically speaking, organized camps have 
been the Hill’s dominant industry for nearly 
90 years. But because supervised campers 
are typically confi ned to their grounds, they 
remain relatively invisible.
 Idyllwild’s pioneer developer Claudius Lee Emerson, 
believing camps would attract people and business that 
would help infuse a family atmosphere into his resort 
town, gave away land to scouting and religious groups. 
His fi rst recipient, the Riverside County Boy Scout Coun-
cil,  opened Camp Emerson in 1921, which has operated 
continuously in the same location ever since. (In fact, it’s 
the oldest scout camp west of the Mississippi River).
 Our busiest year-round camp today, Idyllwild Pines, 
stemmed from Emerson’s 1924 donation to a group of 
Christian businessmen and also continues in its original 
location. The following year, Emerson sold land now oc-
cupied by the Nature Center and Cedar Glen neighborhood 
to the Long Beach Boy Scout Council at a reduced price. 
Camp Tahquitz operated there until 1958, when several 
scout camps were consolidated into the San Bernardino 
Mountains.
 Once the summer camp idea was planted, others 
joined in. In 1923, Harriet Snyder opened her Peak & 
Pine Camp for girls on the site of today’s Rainbow Inn. 
She emphasized equestrian skills and maintained stables 
along Tollgate Road, where the L.D.S. church is now 
located. Peak & Pine operated for 40 summers before 
Snyder retired.
 Fern Valley developers Frank Strong and George Dick-
inson got in the game in 1929 by offering free land on 
South Circle Drive to the Los Angeles County Christian 
Endeavor Union, provided the group convince enough of 
its constituents to buy surrounding lots. The Depression 
largely foiled that scheme, but the LA County and Cali-
fornia State CE unions attracted enough donations to buy 
and open my “summer camp” alma mater, the Tahquitz 
Pines Conference Grounds, in 1931. Despite changes of 
management and ownership through the years, Tahquitz 
Pines also continues to operate.
 One happy ending involved the CE unions’ real estate 
agent, Margaret Rentchler. During negotiations, she fell in 
love with Idyllwild, settled here, and eventually met and 
married Rollin Humber, the namesake of Humber Park. 
(I recently discovered that it was actually my grandfather, 
Frank Moote, who created the holding company that 
bought and managed the camp for the CE unions.)
 World War II failed to stifl e summer camp operations, 
and toward its end a new wave of camps began to join 
the original fi ve. Some, like Azalea Trails Girl Scout Camp 
in Dark Canyon, Camp Lackey (YMCA) on the north 
slope of Fuller Ridge, and Trailfi nders Camp in Hall 
Canyon (now the James Reserve) were built in rugged, 
remote locations. More accessible Garner Valley attracted 
Camp Roosevelt, a family camp near Hurkey Creek that, 

See Our time, page 27

Before our time
By Robert B. Smith
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Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals
Quality Cabins • Creekside • Fireplaces • Pet Friendly
26345 Delano Dr.•www.quietcreekinn.com•800-450-6110

Alhatti Private Christian Resort
A private Christian setting • Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2066 • www.alhatti.com

Edelweiss Lodge • www.1cabin4u.com
Romantic cabins • Kitchens • Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

The Bluebird Cottage Inn
on 3 ac. • www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com • Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2696

Check out our Lodging Directory 
Web site at www.towncrier.com

23551 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-

Lodging
Directory of Idyll wild

The Fireside Inn & Cabins • Fireplaces,     
TV/DVD players, pets welcome • 1-877-797-3473 
54540 North Circle Dr. • www.thefi reside-inn.com

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fel low ship
 Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer. 

Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 10am 
plus Weekly Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038. 

On Hwy 243 at Morning Sky School in Mountain Center.

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school, 

10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m. 
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to 

the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

Community Presbyterian Church

Idyllwild Bible Church
25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott. 
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship. 
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m. 

Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.

Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday 
Call Church Offi ce for Information. 659-4775

Shiloh Christian Ministries
~ FULL GOSPEL ~

2 
Ser

vi
ce

s

Spiritual Living Center

Churches and Spiritual 
Centers Directory  

of Idyllwild

54400 N. Circle Dr.  659-2935 • Rev. Richard Olson
Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.

Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~ 
Child care available • Wednesday: Men's Breakfast – 6:15 a.m.

Queen of Angels Roman Cath o lic Church
54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA

Father Charles E. Miller
Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.; 
Sat. 5 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.; 

Confession: Sat. 4:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

Idyllwild Religious Science
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard Building) 659-3464.

Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday ser vice, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.; 

Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays.

54968 Upper Pine Crest
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416

Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm
International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild

First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561

Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi.

SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch.  Meditation 

instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info.   www.zmc.org

St. Hugh’s
Rev. Gordon Scheible • Sunday Service, 10:00 am

Episcopal Church
An Anglican House of Prayer for all people

25525 Tahquitz Dr. (in Fern Valley off South Circle Dr.)
Phone (951) 659-4471

Meters
Continued from page 1

on customer education and 
information exchange.” De-
vore explained that if a cus-
tomer has smart appliances, 
marketed as possessing that 
technology capability, they 
would be able to monitor 
energy use by appliance.
 When asked about a 
study of customer com-
plaints regarding the spik-
ing of energy charges after 
Pacific Gas and Electric 
(PG&E) installed Smart 
meters, Devore referred to 
the California Public Utili-
ties Commission’s (CPUC) 
report from Structure Con-
sulting Group (Structure). 
 The report found Smart 
meters to be accurate in 
about 99 percent of testing 
scenarios, and also found  
that PG&E failed to ad-
equately educate the pub-
lic about “pervasive issues 
with meter data or billing 
systems,” including the fact 
that PG&E installed meters 
in the Central Valley at the 
beginning of summer when 
energy use and prices typi-
cally spike. PG&E customers 
indicated that communica-
tion and notifi cations sur-
rounding physical meter 
installation were lacking 
and that the transition to 
automate the Smart meter 
data for use in billing was 
not clearly addressed. 
 As a result, SCE is install-
ing Smart meters at times 
when installation areas ex-
perience normal energy 

use. SCE is also providing 
customers detailed explana-
tory “Welcome Packets,” 
introducing them to Smart 
meters and the concomitant 
technology.
 State Senator Dean Flo-
rez, D-Shafter, remains un-
convinced about the Struc-
ture report commissioned 
by the CPUC. Florez plans 
to convene a hearing and 
possibly assemble a panel 
of experts to ensure that 
what is in the Structure 
report meets the standard of 
inquiry expected by ratepay-
ers and that Smart meters 
meet or exceed prevailing 
industry standards. 
 The  Ut i l i t y  Reform 
Network (TURN) of San 
Francisco, www.turn.org, 
said that “hundreds of 
consumers” have contacted 
them to complain about 
the PG&E Smart meters 
and “thousands more” have 
complained to the CPUC. 
Town Crier reader Diann 
Coate advised the paper 
that TURN is suggesting 
electricity customers boycott 
Smart meter installation by 
making meters inaccessible 
or attaching a sign that 
refuses installation until 
CPUC completes its study. 
See www.turn.org/boycott 
or www.turn.org/opt-out for 
more information.
 SCE’s partner, Corix 
Utilities of Garden Grove, 
will be installing the meters 
in the Idyllwild area. Typi-
cally, replacement of meters 
takes only a minute or so. If 
your meter is inaccessible, 
Corix will leave contact 

information for custom-
ers to arrange an alternate 
installation time.
 SCE anticipates that 
customer use of  energy 
monitoring data may reduce 
demand on the electricity 
grid by about 1,000 mega-
watts (the average California 

power plant has a 70 MW 
capacity) and reduce green-
house gas emissions by a 
minimum of 365,000 metric 
tons per year, the equivalent 
of removing 79,000 cars 
from the road.
 E-mail Marshall Smith at 
marshall@towncrier.com.
 

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 Idyllwild residents have 
not seen rain since July 15, 
when .1 inch fell. Last week, 
an infrequent but welcomed 
friend returned. Rain fell 
on the Hill for three days, 
Thursday through Saturday.
 Total rainfall measured 
at Idyllwild Fire Station 
was 1.6 inches. Pine Cove 
received nearly 1.2 inches, 
according to George Tate.
 Since 1948, the aver-
age October rainfall has 
been 1.06 inches, which 
has been surpassed in the 

Season’s fi rst storm
first two days of October 
2010. Slightly more rain may 
come later this week.
 Since July 1, the begin-
ning of the rain year, total 
precipitation has been 1.7 
inches compared to a nor-
mal average of 2.35 inches 
through September 30. In 
2009, nearly .29 inches fell 
by Oct. 1 and .77 inches in 
2008. 
 Both rain years were 
nearly 10 percent below the 
average annual precipitation 
of 25.7 inches.
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

South Circle Drive was pelted by driving rain on Sat-
urday afternoon this weekend. The welcomed rain was 
the fi rst storm of the season.          Photo by Cid Castillo

Free waste recycling
Hosted by the Green Coalition of San Jacinto Val-

ley,  there will be free electronic waste recycling in the 
Ramona Bowl Parking Lot, 27400 Ramona Bowl Rd. in 
Hemet, on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 30 and 31 from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
 Items they will accept include computers, monitors, 
laptops, printers, scanners, copiers, phones, TVs, toner 
cartridges, power supplies, auto/rechargeable batter-
ies, home entertainment systems, and small portable 
devices. 
 They will not accept refrigerators, washers and dryers, 
light bulbs, household batteries, and hazardous waste. 
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Dr. Smith’s Diaper Ointment. 
Problem solved.

On the end, 
it’s all about the baby.

He’s a stand-up guy.

Fritz Coleman 
returns to Idyllwild for a night of 

comedy at Idyllwild Pizza!
Sat., Oct. 16, 8 p.m.

Tickets go on sale Monday,  
Oct. 11 at Idyllwild Pizza.  

Pre-sale tickets only — no door sales.
$15 per ticket

($2 of each ticket sale goes to the Idyllwild  
Community Center playground, and Fritz is do-
nating his fee to Living Free Animal Sanctuary.)

Come enjoy a night of comedy and 
help support ICC and Living Free.

Nestande
Continued from page 1

funds. This year, the state 
has the same $20 billion 
budget gap.
 “There was no long term 
adjustment,” he said. “No 
realignment with reserves. 
There is a structural defi-
cit and the overhaul hasn’t 
changed.”
 In his opinion, he doubts 
the current proposal will 
bring any long-term changes 
and the problem will become 
the new governor’s first ma-
jor crisis in January.
 “This will get us into the 
credit markets, to avoid the 
Controller issuing IOUs,” he 
said. “The problem will re-
occur in January or February 
for the next governor.”
 “Long term, I’m worried 
about inflation,” he averred. 
“Forty percent of the bud-
get is for debt payments or 
use.”
 The issue of public em-
ployee pensions was also dis-

cussed. While some referred 
to the recent revelations of 
salary and pension abuse in 
Bell, Nestande said that the 
governor has been trying to 
negotiate changes with state 
employees for more than a 
year.
 The estimated cost of 
public employee pensions 
ranges from $200 to $500 
billion, according to Nes-
tande. He has recommended 
legislation that would make 
the state’s long-term liabili-
ties transparent. The public 
should know the commit-
ments that legislators are 
making, he said.
 “One solution is to stop 
pension spiking in an em-
ployee’s last year of work,” 
he recommended. “We can 
go to a rolling 3-year average 
salary.” He suggested that this 
solution may be included 
in the ultimate budget bill 
enacted later this month.
 Before leaving the budget 
problem, Nestande shared 
his thoughts about the state 
revenues. He argued that the 

state would be better overall 
if it reduced its dependence 
on property tax and enacted 
a consumption tax. One sig-
nificant advantage, according 
to the Assemblyman, is the 
reduction in volatility. 
 The recent real estate 
boom and then bust has 
played havoc with state rev-
enues, he stated. Consump-
tion is much more constant 
and less volatile.
 “The nine states with 
some sort of service tax 
were ultimately more stable 
revenue than the states rely-
ing on income or property 
taxes,” he said.
 Later in the discussion, 
AB 32 was briefly addressed. 
The bill, which addresses 
climate change, may be sus-
pended if Proposition 23 is 
passed in November.
 Nestande expressed con-
cern about the “huge” regula-
tory structure the legislation 
would create. He agreed that 
government had a role to 
set controls to protect the 
environment. But he prefers 

to regulate the problem at 
the service level. 
 In his view, the controls 
or incentives are more ef-
fective when directed at the 
delivery of the service or the 
consumer.
 “Most of us are environ-
mentalists, but when you 
regulate so much, you upset 
the natural order,” he com-
mented.
 His example was SB 375 
that set up state controls 
or oversight of local de-
velopment decisions. The 
result is a great benefit for 
Sacramento lobbying firms, 
according to Nestande.
 “The Attorney General 
has to approve the county’s 
plan and these lobbyists set 
meetings with the AG to 
lobby for changes and ap-
proval, not the local boards,” 
he said. “We’ve turned plan-
ning decision over to the AG 
office — a massive change in 
the regulatory scheme.”
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

Mont Belvieu spot prices 
Date Price per Gallon of propane

Sept. 20  $1.1382
Sept. 21  $1.1413
Sept. 22  $1.1488
Sept. 23  $1.1513
Sept. 24  $1.1600 

Nestande considers action on propane pricing
By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 As winter descends on 
the Hill, many residents 
look warily at their propane 
tanks, worried that propane 
costs, which traditionally 
escalate through the winter, 
will cause household bud-
gets significant hardships. 
 The worry is justified be-
cause propane prices are not 
regulated by the California 
Public Utilities Commis-
sion (CPUC) and are not 
made public by the various 
Hill propane companies. 
As a result, Hill residents, 
even those with the same 
propane company, can be 
paying wildly different price 
per gallon charges, depend-
ing on vagaries of propane 
pricing.
 At a recent Idyllwild 
town hall meeting with Hill 
Assemblyman Brian Nes-

tande (R-64, Palm Desert), 
propane pricing dominated 
much of the discussion with 
attendees complaining about 
the lack of regulation and 
uniform pricing structure. 
Attendee Jerry Holldber 
complained that there is no 
regulation of propane prices 
and that price regulation 
should come under CPUC.
  “I’d have no problem 
introducing something like 
that,” said Nestande, “since 
we’re already a highly regu-
lated economy.” 
 Attendees also noted, 
with alarm, that Hill resi-
dents, upset over greatly 
varying propane prices, 
often drive to St. George 
Spirit station in Hemet to 
fill up propane tanks and 
then transport filled tanks 
back up the Hill without 
proper signage warning of 
risks to other motorists. 
Propane prices at St. George 

are typically lower than Hill 
prices.
 Nestande received an ear-
ful from those in attendance 
about how prices from the 
same propane company 
can vary by as much as 
$2 to $3 per gallon, and 
how charges to remove one 
company’s propane tank 
when switching to another 
often “lock in” customers 
who don’t want to deal with 
the hassle.
 Idyllwild resident Larry 
Baker argued that if a per-
son owned their own tank 
they should be able to ob-
tain propane from their 
company of choice. Retired 
resident Jerry Buchanan 
noted that propane compa-
nies would object to that on 
grounds of liability. At the 
end of the discussion, even 
with Nestande’s willingness 
to introduce legislation, 
attendees expressed frustra-

tion in determining a pro-
pane price applicable to the 
whole community, similar 
to how gasoline prices are 
publicly posted. 
 Most of  the propane 
used in the U.S. originates 
from storage facilities lo-
cated in Mont Belvieu, Texas, 
just east of Houston. Most 
propane pricing is based 
on the Mont Belvieu spot 
price, which is readily avail-
able online on a daily basis. 
Propane dealers charge a 
premium above the Mont 
Belvieu spot price to cover 
the cost of transit, storage 
and overhead, commonly 
called the “basis.” (Mont 
Belvieu plus 25 cents/gallon 
is the way this is commonly 
stated). While propane fu-
ture contracts are traded 
on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange, it is not a heavily 
traded commodity, which 
is why the market relies on 
the Mont Belvieu spot price 
(See http://www.eia.doe.gov/

dnav/pet/hist/LeafHandler.as
hx?n=pet&s=rprousg&f=d). 
 Add 25 cents to the Mont 
Belvieu price to get some 
sense of a spot price, in-
cluding transit. The quoted 
Mont Belvieu propane price 
per gallon for Oct. 1, 2010 
is $1.166 or $1.17 per gal-
lon. Add 25 cents and the 
price would be $1.42 per 
gallon (although transpor-
tation costs to the West 
Coast could add a higher 
premium). Today’s propane 
price (Oct. 5) at St. George 
Spirit station in Hemet is 
$1.89, which would seem to 
add a premium West Coast 
transportation charge. 
 Propane prices do fluctu-
ate by season, with winter 
months often seeing a 100 
percent increase over sum-
mer months. Typically, pro-
pane prices are at their high-
est from October through 
February due to heating 
demand. 

See Propane, page 27

Assemblyman Brian Nes-
tande spoke to Idyllwild 
residents last week. 

Photo by J.P. Crumrine
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ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS AND  
UNLICENSED CONTRACTORS

 “California Business and Professions (B&P) Code 
requires all home improvement jobs (grading, con-
struction, remodeling, landscaping, etc.) valued at 
more than $500 for labor and materials be done by 
an individual or company with a CSLB (Contractors 
State License Board) license, and that license number 
must be included in all advertisements for their con-
tracting services. ... The number is required by law 
to be printed on all contractor business and advertis-
ing documents, such as the bid, contract, print ad, or 
business card.” (This is not the same as a Riverside 
County Business Registration number, AKA: County 
Business License number.)
 “If you’re caught contracting (verbally or in writ-
ing, by bid or hourly) without a license, you will 
likely have to go in front of a judge to answer to mis-
demeanor charges, which carry a potential sentence of 
up to six months in jail and/or a $500 fine, and a po-
tential administrative fine of $200 to $15,000. If you 
get caught again, the penalties get stiffer. You could 
face a mandatory 90-day jail sentence as well as a fine 
of 20 percent of the contract price of the work per-
formed, or a $4,500 fine.”

Source: http//:www.cslb.ca.gov

 Ask the person offering their services which license 
they hold, if any.

– PAID ADVERTISEMENT –

WANTED!
Phone Numbers!

If you aren’t listed with Verizon, you aren’t 
automatically in the Idyllwild Phone Book!
To add, change or delete your residential white pages 
listing in the 2011 Idyllwild Phone Book, please do so 
in the space provided below & drop off or mail by Mon-
day, Nov. 3, 2010 to:

Cell or 659 numbers
Idyllwild Town Crier

54295 Village Center Dr.
P.O. Box 157 • Idyllwild, CA 92549

q Change  q Deletion  q Addition

_______________(____)___________
Name                            Phone #
_______________________________
Signature

Important Notes
If you made changes to your listing in previous years, you 
may need to request it each year. Also, if you were left out 
of last year’s book, you may want to turn in this form.

For advertising information, please call 659-2145.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 Four candidates, incum-
bent Joe Wojcik, parent 
and attorney, challenger 
Horacio “Ross” Valenzuela, 
retired educator and librar-
ian, challenger Jim Little, 
retired school employee, 
and Jayson D. Sandoval, 
motor vehicle representa-
tive, compete for two seats 
on Hemet Unified School 
District’s (HUSD) Board, 
Trustee Area 3, the Hemet 
Valley floor.
 Four-year incumbent 
Wojcik likes the Measures 
of Academic Performance 
(MAP) program new Su-
perintendent Dr. Steven 
Lowder intends to import 
and implement at HUSD. 
MAP is a testing tool de-
signed to measure where 
each child stands in their 
unique learning path. MAP 
dynamically adapts to the 
students’ responses as they 
take the test: answer a ques-
tion correctly and the test 
presents a more challeng-
ing item; miss a question 
and MAP offers a simpler 
item. Wojcik believes that 
adaptation is important 
since it measures a student’s 
uniquely individual perfor-
mance, not the same kind 
of  cookie cutter testing 
that is federally and state 
mandated. 
 “We assume, wrongly, 
that each child learns at 
the same rate,” said Wojcik. 
“And that leads to rigid 
curricula, and to teaching 
to the middle. It forgets 
those at the top who we 
want to continue to excel.” 
Wojcik also believes that it 
is counterproductive to as-
sume that each student is 
on a college or academic 
track. “Does every student 
have to take or benefit from 
taking Algebra II?” Wojcik 
asked. “Does each student 
need that? Curricula should 
have some relation to what 
a student is interested in, 
not what a legislator thinks 
is important.” 
 Wojcik referenced Eu-
ropean models where, at 
eighth- or ninth-grade level, 
students, based on interests, 
ability and test scores move 
into either an academic 
track or apprenticeship and 
trade school track. 
 Wojcik acknowledged 
that current law makes it 
difficult for a school district 
to carve out meaningful 

Four HUSD candidates for two seats

exceptions to the college for 
everyone’s mentality. “We 
try, to the extent we can, to 
cater to the individual needs 
of our students,” he said, 
noting the district’s charter 
schools, the Hemet Acad-
emy for Applied Academics 
and Technology, the West-
ern Center Academy, and 
alternative programs avail-
able through the Alessandro 
continuation school and 
through the AdvancePath 
online curriculum. Wojcik 
believes that if money were 
available and laws permit-
ted, it would be beneficial 
to offer different forms of 
educational paths to stu-
dents and to get out of the 
mold of one size fits all.
 Wojcik also noted the 
board’s efforts to preserve 
extra-curricular programs, 
including the arts. “We’re 
supposed to be preparing 
our students for life, as fully 
rounded individuals and 
we need those programs 
for that,” he said. “We’re 
trying to cut [budgets] in 
areas that don’t impact 
kids directly.” One of those 
cuts Wojcik supported was 
not renewing four HUSD 
cabinet positions.
 Jim Little, retired school 
worker in warehouse deliv-
ery, maintenance, grounds 
and custodial, said he is 
running because he has a 
passion for the district, its 
teachers and students and 
because his grandchildren 
will be attending district 
schools. 
 He is concerned that the 
district’s administration is 
not prudently spending 
district funds. “I believe 
our [HUSD] administration 
is frivolously spending tax 
dollars,” said Little. Little 
cited the prior administra-
tion practice of holding a 
symposium in resort areas 
such as Palm Springs before 
the school year’s commence-
ment, and giving raises 
for cabinet members when 

other staff got no raises and 
retirement packages for key 
administrators. 
 “They set themselves 
up with one helluva pro-
gram,” said Little. “Pendley 
set up a great retirement. 
This affects the classrooms 
[and what money is left for 
classroom programs].” 
 Little cited other ex-
amples of what he con-
siders bad spending deci-
sions by the district. “The 
district bought a $30,000 
lawnmower,” said Little. “I 
was there [in maintenance] 
when it came in; also a 
$12,000 to $13,000 [ATV] 
vehicle to drag the track at 
Tahquitz High School; and 
$500 for two chairs, one for 
the Superintendent and one 
for a secretary; and $25,000 
to a search firm to help lo-
cate a new Superintendent. 
We have an HR [Human 
Resources] department. 
They could have hired the 
guy. That’s what I’m look-
ing to change. I want to 
get in there to change the 
board’s eyes. We need that 
money in the classrooms so 
teachers can do their jobs,” 
he said. 
 Little opposes the cur-
rent testing procedures that 
lock teachers and the dis-
trict into fixed curricula. 
“Current testing procedures 
take away the flexibility of 

teachers to teach [to the 
needs of students] in their 
classrooms.” Little also op-
poses the current bussing 
restrictions that he says 
require grade school stu-
dents within five miles of 
their schools to walk. Little 
noted the number of sex 
offenders resident in the 
Hemet Valley, and believes 
that current bus regulations 
put students at risk. Little 
also advocates cutting ad-
ministration further to free 
up classroom dollars.
 Horacio “Ross” Valenzu-
ela is a retired educator and 
librarian, with a masters de-
gree in library science from 
Cal State Fullerton. He has 
worked in Los Angeles and 
Riverside County school 
systems since 1973. He came 
to the Hemet Valley in 1978 

where he has worked ever 
since, retiring in 2007 from 
Dartmouth and Santa Fe 
Middle Schools. Valenzuela 
also taught as adjunct fac-
ulty at Mount San Jacinto 
Junior College. 
 Each of his three chil-
dren, all Hemet High School 
graduates, have at various 
times been teachers. He 
has six grandchildren who 
will be attending district 
schools.
 His primary goal is en-
suring safety in district 
schools and giving all stu-
dents an equal opportunity 
to learn. “I’m running to do 
my civic duty to my com-
munity,” he said, “ and to 
make sure that how we pri-
oritize spending has a direct 
impact on the classroom.” 
Valenzuela noted that el-
ementary school teachers, of 
which his daughter is one, 
routinely spend from $500 
to $1,000 per year of their 
own money on classroom 
supplies. “Board members 
need to be asking why this 
is the case,” he said. 
 As to his major agen-
da items, Valenzuela cited 
maintaining safe school 
environments in which both 
parents and students feel 
secure, ensuring continued 
school resource officer de-
ployment from Riverside 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-

ment, conducting regu-
lar disaster and fire drills,  
ensuring that teachers are 
sensitive to the needs of all 
kids, acknowledging eco-
nomic, religious, and racial 
differences and perpetuat-
ing an atmosphere of toler-
ance in district schools.
 “As a school board mem-
ber, I’ll seek to promote 
more volunteer participa-
tion in classrooms, espe-
cially of senior citizens who 
could make meaningful 
contributions.”
 The fourth candidate, 
Jayson D. Sandoval has not 
responded to requests for an 
interview.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com

Jim Little, HUSD candidate

Horacio “Ross” Valenzuela, 
HUSD candidate

Joe Wojcik, incumbent board 
member, and HUSD can-
didate


