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Symbollc of IdyIIW|Id local soccer players race forward as a team to achieve their col-
lective goal. Local residents saw this same spirit in the dedication of the Idyllwild Area
Historical Society’s archive (see page 13), the state’s recognition of the local Fire Safe
Council (see page 4), and local parents’ efforts to raise money for a new playground

(see page 15).

Photo by Cid Castillo

A frightfully good
Hill Halloween

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

sk most any young-
ster on the Hill what
their favorite com-

munity holiday event is and
you're sure to be told of
Halloween with the Great
Pumpkin Parade and Carni-
val and the Idyllwild Ghost
Town. And no wonder, with
so many townsfolk working
together to provide a fun
and safe Halloween experi-
ence.

The festivities begin with
the Idyllwild Great Pumpkin
Parade, which starts at 4:15
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 31. From
Café Aroma youngsters strut
down North Circle Drive

showing off their costumes
while collecting candy from
businesses along the route
and from people watching
from the comfort of their
lawn chairs.

The parade ends at the
center of town where the
Halloween Carnival, co-
ordinated by the Idyllwild
School Parent Teacher As-
sociation (PTA), lasts from
5 to 7 p.m. This year, the
carnival will be set up on
Ridgeview Drive. Also, it
ends an hour earlier this
year because Halloween is
on a school night. Game
booths, costume contests,
a traditional cakewalk and
two bounce houses will be
featured. Game tickets cost

25 cents each and most
games take two tickets. Vol-
unteers from many local
service organizations run
these attractions so that
parents will be free to ac-
company their children at
the carnival.

Children can do more
trick-or-treating at other
businesses throughout town
where storeowners give out
candy, some of which has
been donated by local resi-
dents to offset the cost.
Candy donations can be
made through Friday at the
Town Crier, BBVA Compass
or Idyllwild School. Store-
bought baked goods, which
will be used as prizes for the

See Halloween, page 14

More ID fraud
victims come
forward

By Marshall Smith
and Beth Nottley
Staff Reporters

ore Idyllwild credit

card fraud victims

with matching sto-
ries contacted the Town
Crier after last week’s front-
page article (“Local victims
of fraud”). Nine different
people, all local residents,
shared stories about fraud-
ulent charges posted to
their credit card accounts or
checking accounts linked to
ATM debit cards.

The victims reported re-
markably similar scenarios.
They never lost posses-
sion of their cards; victims
had not given their card,

Library

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

possible new home
for the Idyllwild
Library is still be-

ing negotiated. Riverside
County and the owners of
the Coronet building in
Strawberry Plaza have not
resolved how to handle the
current tenants’ multi-year
lease. Until there is agree-
ment among all the parties,
escrow can’t open.

As negotiations continue,
the timeline for completion
has been delayed to fall
of 2011. Verne Lauritzen,
Third District Supervisor
Jeff Stone’s chief of staff,
confirmed that until the 5-
year lease is resolved, escrow

a duplicate, or their ATM
PIN code to anyone else to
use; most of the fraudulent
charges were posted on Oct.
11; all fraudulent charges
were in round numbers,
e.g., $350, $500, with the
highest single charge being
$500; fraudulent charges
averaged $1,000 per card;
all but one set of charges
were posted at high-end San
Diego and Escondido retail-
ers including Nordstrom’s
(the most frequent), Macy’s,
Burberry, Abercrombie and
Fitch and Victoria's Secret;
and most victims reported
the last valid charge or card
use was in Idyllwild, at an
ATM, retailer or gas station.

See Fraud, page 22

hurdle

can’t open. As a result, the
timeline for completion
will be pushed back from
the first to third quarter of
2011. “I have a 5-year lease,”
said Curves owner Denise
Edmiston, “and typically
the lease runs with the sale
[meaning the new owner
must honor it.]”

“It's a little disappoint-
ing,” said Lauritzen, who
said that the county would
push for a 30-day escrow
once the lease issue is fairly
resolved. Lauritzen said res-
olution could involve buying
out leaseholder Edmiston or
helping facilitate a move to
a new location. It could also
involve completing the re-
model around her, and then

See Library, page 21
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News of record

Fire log

Hill fire stations respond-
ed to the following calls,
Monday to Sunday, Oct. 18
to Oct. 24:

Idyllwild Fire Department
and Ambulance

Oct. 18 — Medical aid,
25000 block of Franklin
Drive, Pine Cove.

Oct. 19 — Malicious
false alarm, 52500 block of
Temecula Drive, Idyllwild.

Oct. 20 — Medical
aid, Tahquitz View Drive,
Idyllwild.

Oct. 22 — Medical aid,
25000 block of Seneca Drive,
Idyllwild.

Oct. 22 — Medical aid,
25000 block of Lodge Road,
Idyllwild.

Oct. 24 — Dispatched
and canceled en route,
52000 block of Double View
Drive, 1dyllwild.

Oct. 24 — Medical aid,
25000 block of Cougar
Road, Idyllwild.

Riverside County Fire,
Pine Cove
Nothing to report.

Riverside County Fire,
Garner Valley
Oct. 18 — Unknown
type of fire, 57000 block of
Bailey Road, Garner Valley.
Oct. 19 — Medical aid,
56000 block of Highway 74,

Garner Valley.

Oct. 19 — Traffic colli-
sion, 51000 block of High-
way 74, Garner Valley.

Oct. 19 — Fire menace
standby, 53000 block of
Highway 74, Garner Valley.

Oct. 21 — Traffic colli-
sion, 51000 block of High-
way 74, Garner Valley.

Oct. 21 — Hazardous
materials, 50000 block of
Highway 74, Garner Valley.

Oct. 22 — Medical aid,
56000 block of Highway 74,
Garner Valley.

Oct. 23 — Traffic colli-
sion, 53000 block of High-
way 74, Garner Valley.

Oct. 23 — Public service
assist, 59000 block of Morris
Ranch Road, Garner Val-
ley.

Oct. 24. — Traffic colli-
sion, 49000 block of High-
way 74, Garner Valley.

Riverside County Fire,
Pinyon

Log unavailable.
Riverside County Fire,

Anza
Log unavailable.

CHP log
Log unavailable.
Sheriff’'s log

The Lake Hemet Subdi-
vision and Hemet Station

Q'.“"
A

a3

The Suicide Fire on Tuesday, Oct.

19 was photographed from

the High Castle area. This was a large tree struck by lightning.
Because of heavy afternoon rain, the Forest Service returned on
Wednesday to extinguish the burn and down the tree.

Photo courtesy of Don Raridon

of the Riverside County
Sheriff’s Department re-
sponded to the following
calls from Monday Oct. 11
through Saturday Oct. 23.
This may or may not be a
complete list of responses:

Oct. 11 — Man identi-
fied as William Dennis Daly,
34, of Anza charged with
felony grand theft of an
access card to a vehicle in
the 44100 block of Breiner
Valley Road, Anza. Case
remains open for further
review by deputy.

Oct. 23 — Man identified

as Richard Johnson, 25, of
Idyllwild arrested on suspi-
cion of felony assault with
a deadly weapon, spousal
abuse and violation of parole
in the 53400 block of Mid-
dle Ridge Drive, Idyllwild.
Case remains open. Subject
is incarcerated, with no bail
amount set, awaiting an Oct.
27 court date.

All people identified here
are presumed innocent of
these preliminary charges
pending court actions. Only
the names of suspects charged
with felonies will be printed.

Anza Citizens Patrol seeks volunteers

The Anza Citizens Patrol is now accepting ap-
plications for the prestigious position of volunteer.
You may even choose your own days and hours. The
meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month.
Please call Brian at 951-763-5324 for more informa-

tion.

Idyllwild, we’re here for you!

palmsprings
mmmmsubaru

Cathedral City Auto Center
Hwy 111 and Perez Road
67-925 East Palm Canyon

(760) 318-4700

2011 SUBARU

OUTBACK

2.5i Premium Package

$26,657

As low as

1.9%

interest

for 36 months on
approved credit

= All-Wheel Drive standard

« 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
= 6 standard airbags

= 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
= All-weather package

Stock #: 217013
Vin #: 319299
Model #: BDD

2011 SUBARU

LEGACY

2.5i Premium Package

$23,219

As low as

1.9%

interest

for 36 months on
appved credit

2010 SUBARU

IMPREZA

2.5 Premium Package

$18,845

As low as Stock #: 207106

Vin #: 508691
O% Model # AJD
interest

for 48 months on
appved credit

www.palmspringssubaru.com

& SUBARU.

« All-Wheel Drive standard

= 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
= 6 standard airbags

= 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
« All-weather package

= Power moon roof

Stock #: 217041
Vin #: 223657
Model #: BAD

= All-Wheel Drive standard

« 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
= 6 standard airbags

= 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
< All-weather package

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Available through November 2, 2010.

RMRU rescues
two hikers

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

At 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct.
24, deputies from the River-
side County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment responded to the Sugar
Loaf Café on Highway 74
in the unincorporated area
of Riverside County after
receiving information that
three hikers were lost in
the hills in the Pinyon Pines
area.

Upon arrival, deputies
located a vehicle belonging to

the hikers. Members of the
Riverside County Mountain
Rescue Unit (RMRU) were
called out and began a search
of the area. The search and
rescue mission continued
throughout the night.

At 2 am. Monday, Oct.
25, the search team located
the hikers and returned them
to safety. The hikers were un-
injured and did not require
medical attention.

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

Visit the Town Crier online for updated and

breaking news stories: www.towncrier.com.

(Furnace Maintenance Special ...
... Call Today

st Choice
HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

(951) 780-8171

\_State Lic# 260795 « Since 1969 « Fully Insured )

Idyllwild Weather

From the National Weather Service

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
10/28 10/29 10/31 11/1
67/43 62/39 55/41 65/46

Sunny with Sunny day Partly cloudy Sunny. Sunny.

light winds. with slight with chance

change of of rain.
rain at night.

Idyllwild this year
Date High Low M S

10-18 64 38
10-19 64 45 .82
10-20 64 43 31
10-21 52 40 .06
10-22 64 40
10-23 55 36
10-24 65 41

Moisture in inches
To date this season (Idy): 2.89
To date last season (Idy): 1.29
Total last season (ldy): 23.61
To date this season (PC): 2.58
Total last season (PC):  30.92

and melted snow.

1-800-427-7623.

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m.
at the Idyllwild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are mea-
sured by resident George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture
inches include all precipitation such as rain, melted hail

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at

Idyllwild last year
High Low M S

na na
84 42
63 35
70 36
75 41
7 43
na na

Snow in inches
To date this season (ldy): 0
To date last season (Idy): 0
Total last season (Idy): 35.91
To date this season (PC): 0
Total last season (PC): 725
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Outside Idyllwild

By Bruce Watts

Why we need rescue teams

After reading about the five hikers who
either became lost or who hunkered down
in a cabin last week on the summit of Mt. |/ 2\
Whitney, | came to the conclusion that we & L},
will always need the [Riverside Mountain
Rescue Unit] RMRU and other rescue teams.

People just keep making the same mistakes over and
over again. Hikers don’t pay attention to the weather
forecast or they don’t have the necessary gear if and when
things go wrong.

For example, take the three Whitney hikers from out
of state. They got caught in a whiteout snowstorm that
dumped 3 feet of snow on the upper slopes of Mt. Whitney.
They were forced to take refuge in a cabin for three days
on the summit. The storm was so strong that the rescue
teams had to turn back. The hikers had to wait for the
storm to clear so they could be flown off by helicopter.

Rewind to a scene at the Whitney Portal Store where
two other hikers were warned that the weather was dete-
riorating. They still went for the summit. They were told
to expect 40 mph winds and snowfall measuring in feet.
They still continued.

Although declared missing, they walked out by them-
selves after a couple of days, having covered more than
50 miles.

This kind of behavior put themselves and the rescuers’
lives at risk. If you think 1 am being overly dramatic, take
into account that five people have died on Mt. Whitney
this year.

White sage (Salvia
apiana) is a 2- to 5-foot
evergreen perennial. The
flowers emerge in sum-
mer and are white with a
little lavender. White sage
gives the bees fits because
they can’t get in and out
very well, but humming-
birds figure it out. Salvia
apiana likes dry slopes, full
sun, and no extra water.
Photo courtesy of Harold
Voorheis

Confused
about your Vitamins?
Dr. Dunn has Solutions—Naturally!

Naturopathic Health Care

Dr. Jon Dunn,
Licensed Naturopathic Physician

OPEN Thurs. & Fri. 9—4 by appointment
54790 N. Circle Dr. (951) 659-6124 www.DrJonDunn.com

The three hikers in the stone hut on the summit had
one sleeping bag between them. | am not surprised to
hear that.

If you are in great shape and the weather is cooperat-
ing, you can do Mt. Whitney in a day. Most people take
two or three days. Obviously, you will need to bring your
four-season tent and sleeping bags along if you are mak-
ing an attempt in October.

A round trip to the top of Mt. Whitney is more than
20 miles and the elevation gain is greater than 6,000 feet.
In our local mountains, the Deer Springs Trail to San
Jacinto Peak is almost 20 miles with an elevation gain of
5,150 feet. So even though San Jacinto is 3,700 feet lower
than Mt. Whitney, you can see that when the weather is

bad, you can get in the same kind of trouble up here.

As long as hikers and climbers continue to ignore the
weather and fail to bring along the proper gear, there
will be plenty of work for the rescue teams. Sometimes,
however, conditions are too much for even the trained
rescue personnel and you can end up having to fend for
yourself for awhile. This is something to think about before
you head into the mountains, especially in the winter.

Sometimes, there are accidents. Sometimes, there are
accidents waiting to happen. Be sure you don't fall into
the latter category. Checking the weather forecast and
gearing up can make the difference between a fun outing
and an epic tale of survival or worse.

Until next week, have fun and be safe.

.\lIR@QS W/AILE N ZU)[E LA™

PS>

Paul Bakkom
Retired teacher

<NORARARDAD

‘ I\I

Joe Wojcik
Parent/Attorney

Hemet Teachers’

School Board Picks

The Hemet Teachers’ Association is pleased to
endorse Paul Bakkom, Ross Valenzuela and
Joe Wojcik for the Hemet School Board. Hemet's
teachers trust that these three candidates’
familiarity with the Hemet District, open-
mindedness, and commitment to improving student
achievement will serve our community well.

Ross Valenzuela
Retired librarian/
teacher

j Safe, secure schools

Sound financial management

Improved vocational education

Recruitment of highest quality teachers
j Budget cuts kept away from classroom

B BoKKOMEAVO, CiKg= ||-

Paid for by Political Action Group for Education — Hemet Teachers’ Association
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Obituary
Diane Miller

Diane Miller, 68, of
Idyllwild, after a battle with
cancer, passed away peace-
fully, surrounded by family
in Chino Hills, on Saturday,
Oct. 16.

She was a loving mother,
wife, grandmother, friend
and spiritual guide. She
loved living in the moun-
tains and attended Queen
of Angels Catholic Church.
She and her husband, Frank
Vrabel, were active in the
Art Alliance of Idyllwild.
Diane was a spiritual direc-
tor and gave workshops in prayer journaling and dreams.
She inspired many throughout her life with her positive
outlook and faith in God.

She is survived by her mother, Elaine Gunningham
of Oceanside, Calif.; her four children, Michael Miller of
Westerly, R.I., Laurie Colton of Templeton, Calif., Mark
Miller of Murrieta, Calif., and Kristine Quinn of Chino
Hills, Calif.; and seven grandchildren. She was preceeded
in death by her husband, Frank Vrabel. Services were held
Oct. 23 at St. Margaret Mary Church in Chino, Calif.

Mountain folk

Kaziah Wood, 6, of
Idyllwild poses with her
dog, Sydney, after winning
a first-place ribbon in the
Showmanship competition
at the Southern California
Fair held at the Lake Perris
Fairground. Kaziah, a first-
year member of the Pleasant
Valley 4-H Club, also took
second place for Rally Class,
and third place for the writ-
ten knowledge test and for
the Downs and Sits competi-
tion. Kaziah also showed a
breeding ewe, Breena, in the
Lads and Lassies competi-
tion for which she won a
purple ribbon for Best of
Division. Additionally, she
was awarded a first-place
ribbon for her heart rock
collection.

To get a listing in “Moun-
tain folk,” visit www.town-
crier.com, click on “News” in
the menu at the top and click on “Submit a news item,” or stop
by and fill out a news form.

To get your birthday listed, e-mail beth@towncrier.com or
call (951) 659-2145, Ext. 17, with the month and day.

Photo courtesy of
Deirdra Wood

Obituary
Virginia A. Lane

The creative and talented
Virginia A. Lane, born in
Marshall, lowa on July 22,
1940, passed from this life
on Oct. 4, 2010, in Hemet,
Calif.

Virginia made her home
in Idyllwild for the past 11
years, after living in Redondo
Beach for over 20 years.

She was an artist known
for her paintings and sculp-
tures as well as her custom
tile, jewelry, and faux finish
designs. As a general con-
tractor, she designed and
implemented interiors for
office buildings’ central lob-
bies, restaurants, nightclubs
and custom homes.

She deeply loved the
beach, the mountains, her
many friends and, most of all, her precious pets.

A celebration of her life will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 30 at the Hemet Valley Mortuary, 403 N. San Jacinto
Street in Hemet.

While flowers are appreciated, the family suggests dona-
tions be made in Virginia’s name to Animal Rescue Friends
(ARF) in Idyllwild, the Stroke Recover Center in Palm
Springs or The Associates of IdyIIWiId Arts Foundation.

Here, Margaret Grayson, Cal FSC executive director, and
Denise Carrington, Southern California regional grants
manager, discuss the Woodies program with Idyllwild HELP
Center Executive Director Karen Patterson and Director Lou
Bacher. In the background, MCFSC President Mike Esnard
and Executive Director Edwina Scott.  Photo by J.P.Crumrine

Thank yeu to all my
Friends,

Old & New
— Amanda

Arhsans .
Ga“cry

beauti{ﬂ H_g“wi[d, CA

%y IDYLLWILD
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NATURE CENTER
25225 WWY 243 (951 659-3850

Fall Events

Environmental Troubadour Bill Oliver

October 30, 2010

Texas Troubadour Bill Oliver has been engaging and entertaining
audiences from Texas to California, bringing to life the vital issues of
habitat conservation for over 20 years. Join us from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
for the fun, motivational songs that made him “Mr. Habitat”! We will
provide children with arts and crafts throughout the day that pertain

to habitats, recycling & environmental-friendly topics.

Day use fees:
Adults, $2; Children 11 and under, $1; Dogs $1

Story of the Forest Service

The San Jacinto Ranger District is presenting a free
showing of “The Greatest Good” at 2:30 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 4 at the Rustic Theatre. A story of courage, trag-
edy, enormous progress, and bitter conflict, The Greatest
Good speaks about the Forest Service in America and
the struggle to manage a nation’s resources amid global
change. Originally released in 2005 to celebrate the For-
est Service’s 100th year, this documentary chronicles the
journey of visionary foresters Gifford Pinchot and Aldo
Leopold, as they transitioned from the idea of “wise use”
of resources to the idea of a “land ethic.” The story is
told from a wide variety of perspectives, including leading
historians as well as many participants.

The Art Alliance of Idyliwild would like to thank all
the Volunteers, Businesses, Organizations, Win-
eries and Galleries who helped make this year’s
Art Walk & Wine Tasting event a huge success.
We appreciate all the community support for the
promotion of Art and Art Education in Idyllwild.

Thank you all very much.
Al Miller Janice Lyle Marsha Lytle
Alice Badger Jeanine Bernal Mary Norris
Alicia Whitaker Jim Billman Matthew Fauria
Ann Frey Jim Newcomb Megan Kenyon
Arik Dutcher Jim Palmer Mimi Jacaruso
Becky Clark Joann Tomsche  Mimi Lamp
Betty Bailey Joe Lamantia Paris Deesing
Bill Sperling Joe McNabb Patty Kaplan
Bob Schraff Joe Shinkle Pete Anderson
Chris Maxson Joe Woodman Pete Capparelli
Chris Singer John Cook Rachel Welch
Chuck Streeter John Simpson Sharon Fails
Craig Wills Joyce Cummings Sherry Miller

June Lamantia
Karen Hadik

Crispin Courtenay
Darcy Gerdes

Shirley Jordan
Suzi DuAmarell

Debbie Fauria Kathleen Johnson Suzy Capparelli
Dennis Gerdes Katie Grigsby Ted Cummings
Diana Kerr Katie Perez Terry Kerr
Dick Hadik Kelly Wills Tiffany Raridon
Ed Hanson Kenna Dahleen Tim Lombeck &
Gary Kuscher Larry Robertson Connie
Gisela Stern Laurel Meskimen Trine Beitz
Glenda Ackley Lea Deesing Trischa Clark
Harry Joe Lenny Hansel Vicky Streeter
Reynolds Lenore Miller Virginia Lumb
Jacky Shoopman Linda Hart Wanona Kenyon
James Larkin Marge Muir Wayne Johnston

Jan Goldberg Marilyn Kemple  Wendi Strebe

The Associates of Idyllwild
Arts Foundation

The Desert Entertainer

Hemet Unified School
District

Idyll Awhile Wine Shoppe

Idyllwild Community
Recreation Council

Idyllwild Realty

Madison Log Works’
Gentle Giants

The Nasser Company

The Press-Enterprise

The Quiet Creek Inn

Silver Pines Lodge

The smARTS Program

The Strawberry Creek Inn

The Town Crier

Calloway Winery
Den Beste Winery

South Coast Winery
Stuart Cellars

Hart Winery Sunshine Mountain Winery
La Serenissima Winery Wiens Family Winery
Mega Wines Wine Warehouse

Middle Ridge Winery
PMDL Distributor

Artisans Gallery

Youngs Market

The Courtyard Gallery

Kenario Gallery Café Aroma
Oh My Dog Gallery Four Corners Fine Art
Florist in the Forest & Gallery

Gallery
Everitts Minerals & Gallery
Singerton Fine Arts
Mimi Lamp Gallery
The Spruce Moose

The Idyllwild Tea Company

The Idyllwild Area
Historical Society

Quiet Creek Living Room
Gallery

aal

ART ALLIANCE OF IDYLLWILD
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Community calendar

For the Idyllwild Arts &
Entertainment Calendar, see
“On the Town,” on page 12.

Wednesday, Oct 27

¢ Idyllwild Rotary Club,
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion
Post 800, 54360 Marion View
Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

* Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

¢ Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6
p.m., Spiritual Living Center,
women only, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard building)

* Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.

* AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest
Ave.

+ CodependentsAnonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual
Living Center, Church of Reli-
gious Science, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard Building)

Thursday, Oct 28

* Idyllwild Business Round-
table, 8 am. Mile High Cafe,
26600 Hwy. 243.

* “Forgotten God,” Wom-
en’s Ministry Bible Study, 10
a.m.-noon. Chapel in the Pines
Church Office, 29430 Hwy. 243,
Mountain Center.

¢ Living Through Transition
and Loss, 10 a.m.-noon. Spirit
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St.

o Fit After Fifty, 11 am.
Mile-High Fitness, 54423 Vil-
lage Center Dr.

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

« Lemon Lily Festival Steer-
ing Committee, 1 p.m. Idyllwild

Nature Center, 25225 Hwy.
243.
* ESL classes, 6-8 p.m.

Idyllwild School, 26700 Hwy.
243,

* ICRC Book Club, 7 p.m.
Creekstone Inn, 54950 Pine
Crest Ave.

* Narcotics  Anonymous,

7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the
Courtyard Building)

Friday, Oct 29

* BabyPlayGroup,10:30a.m.
Call Debbi Geisinger, 659-8710
or (951) 966-1094.

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30
p.m. ldyllwild Community
Presbyterian Church, Manse
Alcove, Fellowship Hall, 54400
North Circle Dr.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program.BBQ
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meet-
ing 7-9 p.m. Former Morning
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243,
Mountain Center. Child care
available. Call 659-0097 for in-
formation.

 Astronomical Society of
the Desert free lecture meeting,
7:30 p.m. Portola Community
Center, 45-480 Portola Ave.,
Palm Desert.

Saturday, Oct 30
 Stand in Silent Vigil for
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence,
noon. Town center. Call 659-

2718.
* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal

Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
7:30 p.m. Community Pres-
byterian Church, Fellowship
Hall, 54400 North Circle Dr.

Sunday, Oct 31

* Peace Meditation Prac-
tice, 10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist
Dharma Center, 53191 Moun-
tain View, Pine Cove.

+ Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.
Spiritual Living Center, Church
of Religious Science, 26120
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard
Building)

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m.,,
Rancho Encino  Mountain
Club, 45915 Orchard Road,
Poppet Flats, across from Cal-
Fire Station 6.

¢ Idyllwild Writer’s Guild, 3
p.m. 25685 Big Pine St., Cedar
Glen. Call 659-0130.

Monday, Nov. 1

* Friends of the Idyllwild
Library board, 9 a.m. Library,
54185 Pine Crest Ave.

¢ Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon & 7:30 p.m. St. Hugh’s
Episcopal ~ Church, 25525
Tahquitz Dr.

» School Site Council, 4:30
p-m. Idyllwild School, Room
14, 26700 Highway 243.

* ldyllwild Community
Meditation, Session I: 5:30-6:30
p.m.; Session II: 6:45-8 p.m.
Idyllwild Yoga Studio. Call Val
at 659-5750 for information.

* ldyllwild Water District
special board meeting, 5 p.m.
IWD board room, 25945 Hwy.
243.

Tuesday, Nov. 2

* General Election Polling
Places, 7 am.-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Town Hall, 25925 Cedar St
Pine Cove Water District, 24917
Marion Ridge Dr.

o Fit After Fifty, 11 am.
Mile-High Fitness, 54423 Vil-
lage Center Dr., Strawberry
Creek Square.

* Low Income Commodity
Distribution (all ages, low in-
come) & Senior Food Sharing
(anyone over age 60 qualifies),
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Mormon
Church, 53830 Tollgate Rd.
Bring box for food.

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr;
AA Open Meeting & Big Book
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr.
(the Courtyard Building)

* Soroptimist International
of Idyllwild board meeting,
2:30 p.m. Higher Grounds,
54245 North Circle Dr.

* International Healing
Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m.
Shiloh Christian Ministries,
54960 Pine Crest Ave.

» Healthy Lifestyle Class,
5:30 p.m. optional weigh-in;
health talk by Brenda Scherlis, 6
p.m. Silver Pines, 25955 Cedar
St.

« Hilltop Horsemen, 6 p.m.
Call 659-0214.

* Anza Valley Citizens Pa-
trol, 6 p.m. Call Brian at (951)
763-5324.

o ESL classes, 6-8 p.m.
Idyllwild School, 26700 Hwy.
243.

* Hemet Unified School Dis-
trict board meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Cottonwood School, 44260
Sage Rd., Aguanga.

* Celebrate Recovery,
Christ-centered 12-Step Study
meeting, 6:30-8 p.m. Former
Morning Sky School, 29375
Hwy. 243, Mountain Center.
Call 659-0097 for informa-
tion.

Wednesday, Nov. 3

¢ Idyllwild Rotary Club,
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion
Post 800, 54360 Marion View
Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

* Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

» Garner Valley Women’s
Club, 10:30 a.m. Garner Valley
Common, 61600 Devil’s Lad-

der Rd.
 Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal

Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6
p.m., Spiritual Living Center,
women only, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard building)

* Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.

* AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest
Ave.

» CodependentsAnonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual
Living Center, Church of Reli-
gious Science, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard Building)

Community service hours
* California Department of
Forestry (bark beetle issues),
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Mountain Resource Center
25380 Franklin Dr., 659-3335.

e Chamber of Commerce,
54325 North Circle Dr., 12-3
p.m. Monday-Saturday. 659-
3259.

o ldyllwild HELP Center,
26330 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-
noon & 1-3 p.m. Tuesday-Fri-
day. 659-2110.

See Calendar, page 27

S/

Lic.# FD 833

HeMET VALLEY MORTUARY ~

Dignified = Caring = Professional
Family Operated
« Complete Funeral Arrangements and Cremation Services
* Pre-Arrangement Counseling
e Out-Of-Town Arrangements
 Riverside National Cemetery

Finer Service At Lower Cost
403 N. San Jacinto St. (951) 658-4433 « Hemet, Calif. 92543

Matthew & Vicki McWane
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Well-Qualified Subaru Motors
Finance Buyers Get as Low As . . .

%

LULUE]
Percentage
Rate Long Term

FINANCING

on New 2010 Subarus - Length of
Term and Rate Varies with Model -
Give Us a Call for Full Details

New 2011 Subaru
Legacy 2.5i Premium

Model BAD
7082/B3223367

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE 1000
« Factory Air Conditioning

» Automatic Transmission

* All Weather Package

* Power Windows

» Power Door Locks

» Moonroof

» Multi-Speaker Stereo/CD

* Bluetooth

» Front and Side Curtain
Air Bags

« Vehicle Dynamics
Control and Much More!

One at
This
Exact
Price

New 2010 Subaru
Impreza 2.5i Sedan

Model AJA
6870/AG513695
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE 000

« Factory Air Conditioning
« Power Windows

» Power Door Locks

» Multi-Speaker Stereo/CD

« Front and Side Curtain
Air Bags

« Vehicle Dynamics
Control and Much More!

Prices and special offers good Oct. 28 - Nov. 3, 2010. Vehicles subject to prior sale.
All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any
dealer document preparation charge and any emission testing charge. Sales tax and
lic. based on Sale Price. Crier

SUBARU
of San Bernardino

OnnooroooDiooiwww.subarusanberdoo.com

1790 South “E” Street

Next to the 215 Freeway,
Take Orange Show Rd. East to “E” Street,
Go South to Dealership

Call (909) 888-8686
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Initial thoughts

Vote Nov. 2 ...

When you read this column, the deadline
to register to vote in the Nov. 2 election will
have passed. Also, it is too late to request a mail
ballot.

\ But if you have registered, you can vote.

o If you live in Idyllwild, the polling place is at

Town Hall. Pine Cove residents can visit the
Pine Cove Water District office to vote. The hours are from
7 am. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 2.

I urge you to vote. Whether you're an angry, disenfranchised
Tea Party sympathizer or a nonchalant, stalwart Obamacare
supporter, you should vote. There are so many countries where
voting is sham or not even an option.

Elections can be fun and produce amazing surprises. In
my lifetime, we have chosen a black man for president, the
Republicans actually did control the House of Representatives
and the Senate, and California created laws through statewide
plebiscite. Declining to vote isn't even a protest. It's lazy and
irresponsible.

Sure, some of the propositions are complex and confusing,
but pick out your favorites or the ones that matter to you.

Maybe you've noticed that two women — Meg Whitman
for governor and Carly Fiorina for U.S. Senator — head the
Republican party’s ticket.

Well, for those who are more comfortable with tradition,
did you know that former Gov. Edmund “Pat” Brown’s sons
have also served as California governors? Edmund “Jerry”, Jr.
served as governor from 1975 to 1983. Now his alter ego,
Gerald “Jerry” is running for governor — the “California
Kennedys.”

If Brown and Whitman don’t seem to satisfy your needs,
there are four other gubernatorial candidates. Can you check
one of them? Forget the nanny jokes and think about the
other eight statewide offices. The obvious races are for Lt.
Governor and Attorney General. Marshall’s review of the AG
candidates is on page 18.

But other races, such as Secretary of State (elections and
business data, not foreign affairs), Treasurer, Controller, Audi-
tor, Insurance Commissioner and the District 3 member of
the Board of Equalization, offer intriguing races. By the way,
a free subscription to the first person who honestly knows
(without “googling” wikipedia) the difference between treasurer,
controller and auditor.

If you're a political junkie, whom should we support for
the Superintendent of Public Instruction? And best of all, who
are the candidates for state Supreme Court associate justice?

Closer to the Hill, you can vote for U.S. Representative,
incumbent Mary Bono Mack, who is being challenged by
Palm Springs Mayor Steve Pougnet. Or Democrat Jose Medina,
who is opposing incumbent Assemblyman Brian Nestande. \We
still haven't received proof that Medina is running or knows
Idyllwild is in the center of the District.

Don't forget the nine propositions. We have a brief de-
scription and story of each on our website: http://towncrier.
com/elections/.

Then, there are three Riverside County measures you can
ponder. Measure “K” is simple — road bonds. But “L” and
“M” are mirror images. You can't equivocate. Choose. County
Supervisor Bob Buster’s column explaining his reasons and
the Board of Supervisor’s recommendation for Measure M is
on page 7.

Finally, if you still have room on your note cards and
can carry all of them into the voting booth, we have Hemet
Unified School District trustees to choose. Local trustee Bill
Sanborn is rightly unopposed, but we can decide who gets to
accompany him into the sand box.

Two incumbents — Phyliss Petri and Joe Wojcik — are
running. Paul Bakkom is Petri’s opponent in Trustee Area 2
and has a local connection, if you know Holly Guntermann.

Vote! Already more than 93,000 ballots have been cast.
That’s nearly a quarter of the requested vote by mail ballots
and over 10 percent of the total registered county voters. By
the way, Republicans and Democrats appear to be returning
the ballots in about equal proportions.

JP, Editor

Readers
write

Editorials, letters to the editor, guest editorials and car-
toons reflect the opinions of the authors and not neces-
sarily the Town Crier or Tindle Publications.

Inspections: eight
years later

Editor:

I am a [former] member
of the Mountain Communi-
ties Fire Safe Council (MCF-
SC). In late summer 2002,
| faced an angry Idyllwild
Fire [Protection District]
(IFPD) Commission and
an even angrier Assistant
Fire Chief for having the
temerity to criticize IFPD
for only having completed
one-third of the necessary
property inspections.

I was told to mind my
own business and make sure
my property was firesafe.
This is a silly argument
because if my neighbors
do not clear their property,
what | do will make little
difference in the event of
fire.

The only way to make
my neighbors comply is to
enforce the law. Here it is
late in the year of 2010, and
IFPD has inspected slightly
more than half of the prop-
erties. Chief Walker says
that budgetary issues pre-
vented more inspections.

There have been a num-
ber of possible solutions to
this problem, all suggested
years ago:

1. Have Riverside County
appoint a full-time inspec-
tor with no responsibilities
other than property inspec-
tions. (This was done suc-
cessfully in the past);

2. Utilize members of
the MCFSC, many of whom
have become experts in this
area; and

3. Some combination of
1 and 2.

Is it cheaper to prevent
a fire or to fight a fire?

Thomas R. Tefft
Palm Desert and
Idyllwild

Inspection plans

Editor:

I believe that constructive
criticism should not be met
with anger and that as a
citizen of this community
fire safety certainly is your
business.

Today, | doubt that ei-
ther CAL FIRE or Riverside
County Fire Department
would want to offer up
a fire inspector for IFPD
[Idyllwild Fire Protection
District] because both en-
tities are faced with tough
financial situations of their

Mr. Funny Guy

by Chris Fisher

Wow, cANDY corvea! erear parry!

_

own.
However, as a board
member of Mountain Com-
munities Fire Safe Coun-
cil (MCFSC) and Chief of
IFPD, I can tell you that
your suggestion of partner-
ing the two organizations
is spot on! IFPD is going
to partner with MCFSC
on a grant application to
fund both inspections and
abatement. The idea here
is to have all phases of
the process covered from
initial inspection to forced
abatement (if that becomes
necessary) by IFPD, MCFSC
and the Mountain Co-op.
If we are not successful in
our grant attempt, 1 will be
looking at ways to increase
our capacity by agreement
with MCFSC and Mountain
Co-op, while retaining the
legal responsibility with

IFPD.

And, yes, it’s cheaper in
dollars, risk and emotional
hardship to prevent a fire
than it is to fight one.

Norm Walker

Fire Chief
Idyllwild Fire
Protection District

Unleashed dogs a
danger

Editor:

Attention: Dog owners
who do not fence in their
dogs or use a leash.

I am responding to a very
sad, depressing and shock-
ing event that happened
near my home.

Hearing a large commo-
tion outside, I saw two dogs
running down a beautiful, at
least four-point deer.

See Letters, page 27

com).

How to get a letter published

The Town Crier welcomes letters reflecting all
opinions. Letters should be concise and to the point.
They should be no longer than 400 words. Letters
must be typewritten, double-spaced and in upper/
lower case (not in all caps). Letters must be signed
(unless e-mailed) and must be identified with the
writer’s name, address and weekday phone number.

Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be accepted.
Letters of thanks are not accepted. A special adver-
tising rate is available for thank-you letters. Political
letters cost 10 cents per word.

We reserve the right to reject or edit letters for
length, taste, clarity or frequency of submission. Let-
ters do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Town
Crier staff. Letters may be submitted in person, by
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.
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Town talk

By Cid Castillo, Staff Photographer
Are you voting this election? If so, what is
your motivation in voting?

Elaine Bacher

Russ Lawler
Idyllwild Idyllwild
Retired High School Retired
Counselor “Yes, my main motivation

“Yes, this is one of the few
countries where your vote
counts. I’'m going to vote so
it stops all these negative TV
commercials.”

is that the right candidate
is elected. Also, I'm very

interested in the passing of

several propositions, espe-
cially Proposition 19.”

w4

Art Daytz
Idyllwild
Retired Navy Chief
“Yes, | don't particularly
like either candidate so I'm
voting for the lesser of two
evils.”

Diane Desrosiers
Idyllwild
Registered Nurse
“I'm voting to cancel a
Republican’s vote. On the
propositions, if a Republi-
can endorses it, I'm voting
against it”

The Pine Cove Water District hosted the Town Crier’s
weekly Wednesday morning news meeting. The public is
invited to the meeting, which is normally held at Café

Aroma at 8:30 a.m. each Wednesday.

03 Town Hall ?

Photo by Cid Castillo

Teen Dance/Costume Party
& Ping Pong Competition

Friday, October 29th
6:30-9:30pm @ Town Hall

ONTHE TRINGE

| GOT SOME

© CGiHAN SESEN 2 STEVE HUDSoN
illusteaton

wiiter

CANDY CORN, A COUPLE OF
CHOCoLATE BARS, A POPCORN
BALL, AND A DEAD Mouse
FRoM A FAMILY OF

OWLS.

Outside thoughts

Fire and forest

By Bob Buster, Riverside County
Ist District Supervisor

Yes on Measure M

It is disheartening to see the Riverside
Sheriff’s Association (RSA) union flagrantly §
hiding behind the widows and orphans of
fallen deputies in its all-out effort to trick
voters into supporting Measure L on the
November ballot.

Nowhere in a recent flood of union-generated pro-
paganda does this powerful public employees’ union tell
voters that Measure L was put on the ballot to preserve
the most lucrative pensions among Southern California
law enforcement agencies.

The reality is that 20 Riverside County deputies have
died or been killed on the job since 1907. The benefits
of their survivors are protected under California law. The
Riverside County Board of Supervisors is also determined
to protect the benefits of survivors. RSA bosses know
these benefits are not in jeopardy. Yet, union bosses are
not beneath pulling out hankies and crocodile tears to
perpetuate a lie that will hold taxpayers hostage for de-
cades.

It is obvious RSA is hiding because Measure L will
make it next to impossible for the Board of Supervisors to
reduce pensions for deputies hired in the future without
a long and costly election.

The union amasses a political war chest of $4.2 million
a year in dues and fees from its members. Union bosses
have demonstrated they will dig into their coffers to
wage a malicious fight against anyone seeking to protect
taxpayers from the union’s extravagant demands.

Currently, RSA retirees enjoy some of the highest ben-
efits of any sheriff’s department in Southern California.
The Board of Supervisors approved these benefits when
the economy was healthy and when taxpayers could sup-
port them. Currently, a top-ranking deputy with 30 years
can retire at age 50 at an annual pension of $107,518.
California law prohibits changing existing employee pen-
sions.

If new employees retain these unaffordable pensions,
one of every three dollars that Riverside County taxpay-
ers contribute to personnel costs will be spent on retirees
by 2016. This huge diversion of public safety funds will

See Thoughts, page 30

Y Mary Austin
{“Scholarships and Grants”

Clc{y[[wz[cf Cali forma -

By Mike Esnard, Mountain Communities Fire Safe
Council president

State contractors

For your protection, I'm going to share
some true stories, all occurring locally.

A man knocks on the door of a house,
and when greeted by the owner, he offers to
take down four dead trees in the yard. The
homeowner agrees, and the man proceeds
to make deep cuts in all the trees. Returning to the first
tree, he fells it. Only, he drops it across Southern Cali-
fornia Edison (SCE) power lines, breaking them. Before
anyone else reacts, he jumps in his truck and leaves. The
homeowner finds the tree, the wires down and the man
gone. The homeowner then gets a real professional to take
down the remaining trees. The homeowner then pays SCE
for the damage to their wires.

Another homeowner has a large limb over his carport.
He wants the limb removed, but he chooses an unlicensed
contractor because he bid half of what the licensed con-
tractor bid. The unlicensed contractor then cuts the limb,
but it falls directly on the carport, causing considerable
damage. He walks away. The homeowner is left with the
cost of repairs.

A third homeowner hires a contractor who claims to
be licensed, but is not. He asks for the money up front.
He cuts down several trees, leaves them lying on the
ground and disappears. A licensed contractor is brought
in to clean up and dispose of the trees.

There is no question that homeowners can save money;,
at least initially, by hiring unlicensed contractors to take
down trees. It is also true, as these stories show, that some
very large and expensive risks can be involved. Breaking
power lines is not the greatest of them.

Licensed contractors have higher costs because they
pay taxes, buy insurance, and provide their crew workers’
compensation. Tree work is one of the most dangerous

See Fire & Forest, page 30
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IWD focuses on wastewater issues

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

The Board of the Idyllwild
Water District (IWD) re-
viewed a draft plan for man-
agement of its sewer system
and set a special meeting
next month to discuss the
next step for a recycled wa-
ter project that it has ban-
died about for more than a
year.

Winzler and Kelly, a Santa
Rosa firm, is helping the
agency prepare the sewer
management plan. General
Manager Terry Lyons told the
board the final version of the
plan should be presented at
the board’s December meet-
ing.

Legal authorities for the
sewer district will be one area
of focus, according to Lyons.
“We need to be able to en-
force our requirements,” he
said. “This will be a roadmap
for us, but it just addresses
the sewer lines, the collec-
tion system, not the [waste
treatment] plant”

The board created a spe-
cial committee, composed
of Directors Warren Mon-
roe and Michael Freitas,

to review the sewer system
management plan before
submitting it to the full
board for approval.

Next on the agenda was
the funding to plan for the
water treatment facility, but
it was postponed. President
Allan Morphett announced
the board would devote an
entire session to the sub-
ject of additional planning
costs and future construction
costs. A special meeting for
the costs of the recycled treat-
ment plant is now scheduled
for 5 p.m., Monday, Nov.
1.

IWD’s contractor, Anuj
Saha, president of Ascend
Engineering, Inc., of Aiken,
S.C., submitted a revised
cost estimate. Following last
month’s discussions with
state water and health offi-
cials, Saha has increased his
cost estimate nearly $50,000,
from $70,000 to $119,000.
Lyons expects the state to
provide a planning grant that
would fund half of Saha’s
Costs.

At the special meeting,
the board will also discuss
whether to proceed with
seeking a construction grant

for the tertiary water plant.

In the first quarter of fis-
cal 2010-11, IWD’s finances
were positive, according to
Auditor and Controller Jim
Ludy. Despite water revenue
falling slightly below projec-
tions, operating revenue ex-
ceeded operating expenses by
$5,400 and total income was
$46,000. Nearly two-thirds
of the decrease occurred in
the commercial sector rather
than in the residential, Ludy
added.

The board also accepted
the fiscal year 2009-10 audit
report. Ritter and Associates
prepared the audit of last
year’s finances.

In water business, Lyons
reported that in Septem-
ber, Strawberry Creek’s flow
was substantial enough to
maintain diversions to Fos-
ter Lake. The Lake’s water
level is 13.5 feet, nearly six
feet higher than a year ago.
Ground water level for the
Foster Lake wells was also
higher than in 2009 and
2008.

“Foster Lake is much bet-
ter than previous years,” he
told the board. IWD’s down-
town wells are at a lower

groundwater level, which
puzzled Lyons, although he
thought pumping from the
Stratton well contributed to
the level.

Lyons also discussed a wa-
ter pressure problem, which
occurred over the Columbus
Day weekend. A pressure-re-
ducing valve malfunctioned,
creating higher water pres-
sure in the district’s middle
zone, including the commer-
cial district. Until it could
be repaired, IWD had to
manually operate the valve,
he said.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.

Idyllwild Water District director Mike Freitas celebrated his
60th birthday before the board’s Oct. 19 meeting. Board Sec-

retary Kelly Clark helped Freitas with his cake.
Photo by J.P. Crumrine

A second copy of the
Pine Cove Property
Owners’ Association
sign was taken from
near the Idyllwild
greeting site on
Highway 243.

Photo by J.P. Crumrine

Pougnet is a Nancy Pelosi liberal who supported
the trillion dollar government takeover of

OR...

MARY BONO MACK

Mary Bono Mack has opposed wasteful spending, higher taxes and ObamaCare.

COMPARE THE CANDIDATES...
STEVE POUGNET

Steve Pougnet is the failed Mayor of Palm Springs.
He has a record of raising taxes and raising his
OWNR pPay. (Source: Palm Springs Official City Council Minutes)

Mary has fought for well-deserved benefits for our veterans, and to protect our children
against the dangers of drug abuse.

Mary Bono Mack is an independent voice, fighting the liberals, fighting for us.

] Paid for by the Mary Bono Mack Committee\

THE CHOICE IS CLEAR: MARY BONO MACK FOR CONGRESS

Our Independent Conservative Voice in Congress, Fighting for Us.

healthcare and the $800 billion failed stimulus
bill. (Source: Pougnet Campaign website; The Hill, 5/14/09)

Pougnet also supports higher taxes for small
businesses and working families.

ih A
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By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

More than two inches of
rain fell on the Hill since
last Tuesday, Oct. 19. This
was needed water and helps
protect the area as the final
weeks of fall transform into
winter. At the Keenwild
Ranger Station, the total
rain since July 1 (the be-
ginning of the rain year)
has been 3.21 inches, most
falling in October.

The average rainfall
through Oct. 31 is 3.41
inches. Although we have
received the expected rain-
fall for the first four months
of the rain year, that amount
is barely 13 percent of the
annual average.

“Normally when we get
this much rain, the fire
season is over. However, nor-
mally we are in mid- to late
November, not October,”
said Idyllwild Fire Chief
Norm Walker. “I think that
we are not out of the woods
yet, but it will take a Santa
Ana wind to produce a fire
and hopefully, the recent
rains will mitigate the sever-
ity of any fire that does get

Weather, water and worries

started.”

Despite Walker’s opti-
mism about the weather
ramifications for fighting
fires, rainfall also influences
the Hill’s water supplies. The
past two years have failed to
produce the annual aver-
age rainfall. This winter’s
weather forecast is for La
Nifia, a below average dry
six months.

Despite the lower than
average precipitation, the
Hill’s three water districts
— Fern Valley, Idyllwild and
Pine Cove — have adequate
water supplies and storage
available. Since the early
years of the current drought
period, the local districts
have worked hard to expand
water supplies (new wells)
or storage (tanks).

Consequently, the lack
of rainfall has not imposed
significant problems on
the Hill as it has for water
districts at much lower el-
evations.

Just as most trends even-
tually appear in most com-
munities, falling water sale
revenues have begun to
confront the local districts.
Water districts from San

Diego to Los Angeles and
in the Coachella Valley have
been scrambling to secure
more water supplies. They
also have had to raise their
rates substantially to fund
these activities.

For example, the Desert
Water Agency just approved
a 17-cent rate increase. That
is nearly a 20 percent rise in
water rates. It’s their fourth
increase since 2004 and is
supposed to eliminate a $3.7
million deficit.

San Diego water rates
have ballooned 65 percent
since 2007. The Banning
City Council deferred a
decision on the staff’s rec-
ommendation to raise water
and sewer rates 30 percent
this year and an additional
seven percent each of the
following four years.

The Hill is not impervi-
ous to these trends. Last
week, Pine Cove Water Dis-
trict (PCWD) announced
that it would evaluate a rate
increase over the next few

weeks. In June, Idyllwild
Water District (IWD) passed
a 5-year rate increase.
Fern Valley Water District
(FVWD) last raised rates
in 2009 and then deferred
action on a possible assess-
ment.

Water revenues have
failed to match projections
during the first quarter of
2010-11, according to Jim
Ludy, IWD’s auditor and
controller. It is not the only
district facing this situa-
tion.

Water sales, for all three
Hill districts, have declined
in the past year. Pine Cove
Water District (PCWD) saw
2010 sales decline nearly
eight percent from 2009.
During the same period,
July 2009 through July 2010,
water production fell 4.2
percent.

“I noticed the reduction
in revenue,” said Steve Erler,
FVWD general manager.
“But I'm not sure of the
reasons. Perhaps it’s fewer

people visiting the Hill.”

Lower rainfall over the
past decade has affected
water production on the
Hill. Water production has
been falling since 2003 and
has been more pronounced
since 2005. One reason is
a stronger sense of water
conservation among Hill
customers.

But PCWD General Man-
ager Jerry Holldber has

—

frequently suggested that
the Hill’s full-time popula-
tion has declined and the
economy has discouraged
weekend visitation, too.

Regardless of the cause,
local districts must still
provide water to customers
and ensure ample supplies
in case of fires.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.

Churches and Spiritual
Centers Directory |
of 1dyllwild i

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fellowship
Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer.
+ Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 10am
plus Weekly Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038. *
On Hwy 243 at Morning Sky School in Mountain Center.

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school,

Hamilton Museum lecture

On Friday, Nov. 15, Hamilton Museum is sponsoring
Duncan Harkleroad, who will be speaking on Bighorn
Sheep Ecology. The lecture will begin at 5:30 in the
Anza Valley Library, which is located at the high school
on Mitchell Road in Anza. All are welcome. For more
information, call 951-763-1350.

Lodging
Directory of Idyllwild

Free waste recycling

Hosted by the Green Coalition of San Jacinto Val-
ley, there will be free electronic waste recycling in the
Ramona Bowl Parking Lot, 27400 Ramona Bowl Rd. in
Hemet, on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 30 and 31 from 9
a.m.-3 p.m.

Items they will accept include computers, monitors,
laptops, printers, scanners, copiers, phones, TVs, toner
cartridges, power supplies, auto/rechargeable batteries,
home entertainment systems, and small portable devices.
They will not accept refrigerators, washers and dryers,
light bulbs, household batteries, and hazardous waste.

Edelweiss Lodge « www.icabindu.com
Romantic cabins = Kitchens = Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

Alhatti Private Christian Resort

A private Christian setting = Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 = (951) 659-2066 = www.alhatti.com

The Fireside Inn & Cabins e Fireplaces,
TV/DVD players, pets welcome e 1-877-797-3473
54540 North Circle Dr. = www.thefireside-inn.com

The Bluebird Cottage Inn

on 3 ac. = www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com  Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 = (951) 659-2696

Quiet Creek

Top Rated « Views « Creek = Pets « Spas « Fireplaces  Clean!
26345 Delano Dr.ewww.quietcreekinn.com=800-450-6110

chaacecha

Check out our Lodging Directory

Web site at www.towncrier.com

+ 10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m. *
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to
the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

Community Presbyterian Church
54400 N. Circle Dr. 659-2935 ¢ Rev. Richard Olson

* Sunday Worship - 9:30 a.m. + !
Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~

Child care available « Wednesday: Men's Breakfast — 6:15 a.m.
Idyllwild Bible Church

25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott.
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship. *
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.
Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday
Call Church Office for Information. 659-4775

Queen of Angels Roman Catholic Church
4 54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA ‘
Father Charles E. Miller
Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.;
Sat. 5 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.;
Confession: Sat. 4:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

+ 5t Mugﬁ3 Episcopal Church *

An Anglican House of Prayer for all people
Rev. Gordon Scheible ¢ Sunday Service, 10:00 am

25525 Tahquitz Dr. (in Fern Valley off South Circle Dr.)
Phone (951) 659-4471 +

[« AN ¢ e
Spiritual Living Center
Idyllwild Religious Science
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard Building) 659-3464.
Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday service, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.;
* Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays. *

Shiloh Christian Ministries

~ FULL GOSPEL ~ |
54968 Upper Pine Crest ‘
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416 ‘
+ Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm * [
International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild
First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561
Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
* Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi. +
SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch. Meditation
instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info. www.zmc.org

% =
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HUSD District faces phantom funding -

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Hemet Unified School
District (HUSD) admin-
istrators are wary of pro-
jections contained within
the recently enacted state
budget. They doubt that
promised money will actu-
ally materialize. Further-
more, since the state budget
indicates the district will get
more money than last year
in increased revenue per
pupil, it means the district
must reopen negotiations
with their two unions to
reconsider prior layoffs or
other budget necessitated
reductions.

“They [the Legislature]
could not have done any-
thing worse to us,” said
Dr. Steve Lowder, HUSD
Superintendent. “Because of
the [projected] $5.7 million
in additional revenue to the
district, we must reopen ne-
gotiations with our unions.
It is their contractual right
to submit a ‘demand to bar-
gain.”” But Lowder and his
management team do not
believe HUSD will receive
the money, either some or

all of it.

“They [the Legislature]
based their projections on
the most optimistic analy-
ses and expectations,” said
Lowder, noting a $5 billion
infusion from the federal
government that may or
may not materialize.

“Qur concern,” said
Lowder, “is that we reach
February and March and
the new governor and Leg-
islature may mandate new
budget cuts.” Lowder notes
it would be difficult to bar-
gain with the unions using
the current numbers when
they turn out not to be
sound, or when they may be
revised downward midyear.
“We don’'t want to bargain
these numbers until we see
the money.”

So how does a respon-
sible district manage its
budget based on potentially
unreliable numbers from
Sacramento? According to
Assistant Superintendent
of Business Services Vince
Christakos, it's by making
its own projections and bud-
gets based on more modest
forecasts.

“If we’re being respon-

sible and fiscally conserva-
tive, we will put aside these
[questionable revenues from
the state] as contingen-
cies,” he said. “We've already
based our budget on the
lower numbers for this year
and the next two.”

Regarding the need to
bargain, Christakos said,
“We have no qualms with
giving employees extra dol-
lars if that’s what really hap-
pens.” Lowder noted that the
Sacramento shell game often
forces school districts to use
reserves. “They’re (the Leg-
islature] borrowing money
from school districts, and
we’re paying the interest,”
he said.

HUSD Trustee Bill San-
born foresees the need to
work with the unions to
have them understand the
district’s financial predica-

ment — that until the higher
state projections actually
come in, they are phantom
funds. “We're being told that
this is money we will get,
when in fact | don’'t think
we’ll get it at all,” said San-
born. He regards the “trickle
down of inaction” from
Sacramento as irrespon-
sible budget management.
“l don’t run my personal
finances in this way, and |
wouldn’'t expect a [respon-
sible] Legislature to run its
in this way,” he said.
Referring to the enacted
state budget, Christakos
said, “It was a get-out-of-
town budget,” unrealistic
and unlikely to make the
transition from projection

to reality.
Marshall Smith
can be reached at

marshall@towncrier.com.

Medicare presentation at Town Hall

Christy Johnson from Amante & Associates Insurance
Solutions will give a presentation at 10:30 a.m. Nov. 15
at Town Hall. She will review five different Medicare
Advantage Plans and explain changes for 2011. Christy
grew up in Idyllwild and assists many of our residents
with their Medicare health plan. Medicare Annual Enroll-

Students of the Week

N
NE

A eé\& ‘

Idyllwild School Principal Matt Kraemer’s students of the week
are Abby See, left,and Anthony Douglass, right. Fourth-grade
teacher Lisa Draper selected them because they are excellent
scholars and model Idyllwild School citizens.

Photo by Cid Castillo
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The Idyllwild Rotary Club recently distributed dictionar-
ies to students as part of the SoCal Dictionary Project.
Shown here, on left, are Rosemary Ashcraft, Rotar-
ian, along with third-grade teacher Vic Scavarda. On the
other side of the podium is third-grade teacher Sally Salter
with Rotarian Glen Ashcraft. Photo by Cid Castillo

ment begins Nov. 15. Contact Christy at 951-766-9800.

IDYLLWILD WATER DISTRICT OCTOBER 2010 NEWSLETTER

IWD SYSTEM WATER PRESSURE — On Columbus Day weekend, IWD
had our Hwy 243 pressure reducing (PR) station malfunction. The PR valve
reduces the water pressure in the service zone. We have seven PR stations that
are located between each of our water pressure zones. The middle pressure
zone is our largest and provides water around the downtown business area. This
PR station is located at Highway 243 & Jameson. This PR station’s normal
water pressure ranges from 125 Ibs to 145 Ibs. When our Hwy 243 PR station
malfunctioned, this zone pressure range increased to between 150 lbs to 170
Ibs and was repaired immediately. This PR valve was recently overhauled and
rebuilt. We overhaul these valves every five years. Our PR station has been
repaired, but some customers did notice the higher water pressure range when
their water heater relief valve began discharging water.

WATER HEATER RELIEF VALVE — We received calls from about a dozen
customers that their water heater pressure relief valve had opened. A safety
feature of the hot water heater includes the pressure relief valve and discharge
pipe. It operates like the radiator cap on your car. The purpose of this valve is to
relieve excessive temperature or pressure build-up inside the tank if it approaches
the limits of the tank’s safe design range. This valve is located on top of the tank
and often is threaded directly into the tank top itself. To test the valve, lift up on
the handle slightly and hot water should discharge out of the overflow pipe. One
IWD customer had a problem last week when his water heater pressure relief
valve discharged water inside his residence. The relief valve should be plumbed
to discharge water to the outside. The valve can open from water that is too hot
and the water expands or from excessive pressure. Sometimes, the water tank
temperature pressure relief (TPR) valves will reset themselves, but occasionally
they will not shut down and will need to be replaced.

CUSTOMER WATER PRESSURE REGULATOR — It’s important that
customers have a good working water pressure regulator to protect their service
lines and household appliances such as water heaters. Some customers did not

have a pressure regulator installed. A water pressure regulator is a plumbing
safety feature that is designed to prevent water pressure from climbing too
high while also ensuring that the pressure remains high enough for consistent
flow from faucets, taps, and shower heads. This device is often located near
the water meter at the street or near the house. It is important that people know
where their water pressure regulators are located. Plumbing works because of
the water pressure. When the pressure is high enough, water will be pushed
through an open tap, even if the outlet for the water is well above ground
level. However, pressure which is too high can result in leaks, eroded washers,
banging pipes, and even explosions, in extreme circumstances. A water pressure
regulator is a valve which controls the level of water pressure to ensure that
it is effective and safe. Customer pressure regulators should be installed by a
professional and set with the correct water pressure. In some cases, a customer
will decide to readjust their pressure regulator to receive higher water pressure.
Readjusting your PR for higher water pressure may work for awhile until the
District’s water system pressure increases. It’s not uncommon for older valves
to get stuck in the open position when tested for the first time after many years
— so be sure to know where the water shutoff valve for the inlet to the heater
is. Familiarizing oneself with safety features like water pressure regulators,
main water cutoffs, and breaker boxes is a very good idea, so that they can be
accessed quickly in an emergency. It is also a good idea to periodically test
these safety features to ensure that they are working smoothly; it should be
easy to turn the valve or knob with the assistance of a pair of pliers or vice
grips, for example, and there should be no signs of corrosion, leakage, or stress
on the surrounding joints.

CASTATE SENATOR BILLEMMERSON TO VISIT IWD — State Senator
Bill Emmerson and staff will be touring the IWD treatment plants and the IWD
Foster Lake solar site on October 29th.

Join us for the next IWD Board Meeting on Nov. 16.




