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By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

Local election results 
brought one surprise. 
Paul Bakkom’s over-

whelming victory for the 
Hemet Unifi ed School Dis-
trict (HUSD) seat in Trustee 
Area 2 was unexpected. 
Phyllis Petri had served 
that area since 1990. (See 
interview with Bakkom and 
other HUSD winners on 
page 16.)
 Bakkom garnered more 
than twice the votes that 
Petri received. In her past 
two re-elections, 2002 and 
2006, nobody challenged 
the long-time incumbent. 
Bakkom’s candidacy appar-
ently caused the voters to 
choose a sharply different 
direction this year.

Incumbents 
win, not Petri

 U.S. Congresswoman 
Mary Bono Mack faced 
Steve Pougnet, a well-funded 
challenger and Palm Springs 
mayor. Despite Pougnet’s 
sizeable campaign war chest, 
Bono Mack won easily.
 Although Bono Mack’s 
percentage of the total vote 
was the lowest in her sev-
en elections, Pougnet still 
polled the same percentage 
as 2008 candidate Julie Bo-
renstein. The difference was 
third party candidate Bill 
Lussenheide. He garnered 
about 6.4 percent of the 
vote, with Pougnet’s help. 
 Assembly man Br ian 
Nestande easily outpolled 
Democratic challenger Jose 
Medina and will return to 
Sacramento for his second 
Assembly term. In 2008,

See Local, page 17

By Cid Castillo
Staff Photographer

 Castillo is a member of 
Bugles Across America and 
a Navy veteran, and writes 
this personal story.

‘Taps,” 24 simple 
notes, lasting about 
a minute, is a lega-

cy belonging to every Ameri-
can. For nearly a century and 
a half, these clear, sad notes 
have been saying goodbye to 
this nation’s heroes. And at 
the end of each day, they in-
still hope, comfort and peace 
to those who have served and 
are still among the living.
 In 2002, I saw and read a 
People magazine article en-
titled “Angels.” It spotlighted 
Tom Day, a former Marine 
who one year before had cre-
ated Bugles Across America 
(BAA), a volunteer organi-

The sound of ‘Taps’
zation that would sound 
“Taps” at military funerals. 
Day formed BAA to honor 
veterans with the sound of a 
live “Taps” rendition played 
by a bugler.
 I played trumpet in high 
school, but since going into 
the service in 1963, I had 
not touched it. I called Tom 
at his home in Illinois and 
told him I wanted to vol-
unteer but I was sure that 
my “lip” was gone. He said 
to get a horn, practice and 
call back when ready. Three 
months later, I auditioned 
for him over the phone and 
a few days later I received a 
welcome letter and a cloth 
patch that would identify 
me as member of BAA.
 Many myths and legends 
are intertwined with these 
simple, enduring 24 notes. 
Most compelling is the pop-
ular story of a Union Army 

captain who, after a battle, 
crawled through the dark 
night to rescue a wounded 
soldier. To his surprise it 
was his son, who had been 
studying music in the South 
when the Civil War broke 
out. The next day he asked 
a bugler to play a series of 
musical notes he had found 
on a piece of paper in his 
son’s uniform. His wish was 
granted and “Taps,” as we 
call it, was born.
 This beautiful, heart-
rending story is a complete 
fabrication. Careful research 
of records and facts prove 
this story and several other 
romanticized versions are 
untrue.
 “Taps” came from the 
soul of a Union offi cer and 
his brigade’s bugler on a hot 
1862 July night at Harrison’s 
Landing in southern Virginia.

See Taps, page 13

On Monday, the Idyllwild HELP Center launched its Angel Tree project at the BBVA 
Compass Bank.  In addition to the Angel Tree at the bank, two others are set up at Fairway 
Market and the American Legion Post 800. The trees contain more than 130 gift tags, 
each one listing a child’s Christmas wishes.  Idyllwild residents are encouraged to select 
a tag and make a child’s dreams come true this Christmas. Gifts may be brought to the 
HELP Center.  Marking this happy occasion is BBVA’s Jeri Sue Haney, left, along with 
HELP Center project coordinator Colleen Manchee, seen holding Brynnley Meyer, 
and Peyton Manchee.                                                                   Photo by Cid Castillo

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

A possible Idyllwild 
historic preservation 
district is the subject 

of a meeting at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, Nov. 15. The Riverside 
County Planning Depart-
ment and the Riverside 
County Regional Park and 
Open Space District will 
discuss the current draft 
ordinance at Town Hall. 
 This meeting offers the 
Idyllwild community an 
opportunity to comment on 
the recently revised contents 
of Ordinance No. 578 before 
the Riverside County Board 
of Supervisors considers it. 

County reviews 
district draft

The ordinance sets forth 
rules for the establishment 
and administration of his-
toric preservation districts 
in the unincorporated areas 
of the county, and specifi -
cally Idyllwild. The current 
revision of Ordinance 578 
was necessary prior to the 
possible establishment of a 
historic preservation district 
in the core commercial area 
of Idyllwild. 
 The proposed Idyllwild 
district covers a primarily 
commercial core running 
along North Circle Drive 
from Fern Valley Corners to 
the village center and applies 
to properties considered to

See Historic, page 8
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING
The Holidays are upon us and 

we hope yours is great!

(951) 780-8171
State Lic# 260795 • Since 1969 • Fully Insured

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Available through November 30, 2010.

www.palmsprings.subaru.com

2011 SUBARU

OUTBACK
        2.5i Premium Package

Stock #: 217050
Vin #: B3355028

Model #: BDD-02

$25,609

Cathedral City Auto Center 
Hwy 111 and Perez Road 
67-925 East Palm Canyon

(760) 318-4700

• All-Wheel Drive standard
• 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
• 6 standard airbags
• 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
• All-weather package

As low as 

1.9% 
interest 
for 36 months on 
approved credit

2011 SUBARU

LEGACY
      2.5i Premium Package

Stock #: 217041
Vin #: B3223657

Model #: BAD-06

$23,219

• All-Wheel Drive standard
• 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
• 6 standard airbags
• 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
• All-weather package
• Power moon roof

As low as 

1.9% 
interest 
for 36 months on 
appved credit

2010 SUBARU

IMPREZA
         2.5I Premium Package

Stock #: 207106
Vin #: AH508691

Model #: AJD

$18,845

• All-Wheel Drive standard
• 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
• 6 standard airbags
• 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
• All-weather package

As low as 

0% 
interest 
for 48 months on 
appved credit

Idyllwild, we’re here for you!

Idyllwild Weather
From the National Weather Service

 Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
 11/11 11/12 11/13 11/14 11/15

52/34
Sunny and 

windy.

57/36
Sunny.

58/37
Sunny.

56/36
Sunny.

56/35
Sunny.

 Idyllwild this year Idyllwild last year
Date High Low M S High Low M S
11-1 73 39    76 36        
11-2 78 46    79 40    
11-3 na na   79  42   
11-4 84 47   76 43 
11-5 74 41   69 41  
11-6 66 40   na na   
11-7 66 34   69 37  

Moisture in inches Snow in inches
To date this season (Idy): 3.46 To date this sea son (Idy): 0
To date last season (Idy): 1.69 To date last season (Idy): 0
Total last season (Idy): 23.61 Total last season (Idy): 35.91
To date this season (PC): 3.02 To date this season (PC): 0
Total last season (PC): 30.92 Total last season (PC): 72.5

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and 
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m. 
at the Idyll wild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are mea-
sured by resident George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture 
inches include all precipitation such as rain, melted hail 
and melted snow.

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road 
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at 
1-800-427-7623.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 Riverside Mountain Res-
cue Unit (RMRU) pulled 
two climbers off the face of 
Tahquitz Rock during what 
Lee Arnson called “brutal 
conditions.” What began 
as a textbook rescue on a 
beautiful Sunday, Nov. 7 
night quickly deteriorated 
“into a full-blown technical 
over-the-side mission with 
weather as dangerous as it 

RMRU rescues climbers from Tahquitz
gets,” as described by Arn-
son.
 Two 23-year-old climbers 
from Santa Cruz, properly 
clothed and equipped, be-
gan their climb in beautiful 
weather Sunday during the 
day on a moderate ascent 
route and got off track. They 
wound up stranded 80 feet 
from the top of the peak, 
near White Maiden’s Walk-
away, unable to go back or 
forward. “They went into a 
bad route and got way above 

their climbing ability,” said 
Arnson. The climbers used a 
cell phone to call 911. RMRU 
mobilized at 7 p.m., and had 
three members in place on 
the top of the peak by 10 
p.m. Arnson described rap-
pelling down to the stranded 
climbers in rain, snow, winds 
gusting up to 50 mph and 
fog beginning to set in, using 
the voices of the climbers to 
orient the descending team. 
 By 3:30 a.m. Monday, the 
climbers were off the rock 

and at Humber Park thanks 
to Arnson, Les Walker, and 
new member Donny Goetz, 
himself an accomplished 
climber. “Les and Donny 
were the technical guys,” 
said Arnson. “It was gold.” 
Manning a Humber com-
munication base and serv-
ing as backup were RMRU 
members Paul Caraher and 
Carlos Carter.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

RMRU volunteers pose with rescued climbers after a harrowing 
night rescue. From left, RMRU Donny Goetz, the two rescued 
climbers, RMRU members Lee Arnson and Les Walker.

Photo courtesy of RMRU

Forest Service personnel move motorcycle collision victim 
Kenneth Spint after a Wednesday, Nov. 3 collision between 
his bike and a tandem truck. Sprint received non-life threat-
ening injuries in the collision.
Photo by Marshall Smith

Fire log

 Hill fi re stations respond-
ed to the following calls, 
Monday to Sunday, Nov. 1 
to Nov. 7:

Idyllwild Fire Department 
and Ambulance
 Nov. 1 — Medical aid, 
Saunders Meadow Road, 
Idyllwild.
 Nov. 1 — Medical aid, 
Coulter Drive, Pine Cove.
 Nov. 1 — Medical aid, 
Highway 243, Idyllwild.
 No v.  2  —  Me d i c a l 
aid, South Circle Drive, 
Idyllwild.
 Nov. 3 — Brush and 
grass fi re mix, Jurupa Road, 
Anza Narrows Park.
 No v.  3  —  Me d i c a l 

News of record

way 243, Idyllwild.
 Nov. 7 — Public service 
assist, Maranatha Drive, 
Idyllwild.
     
Riverside County Fire, 
Pine Cove
 Nov. 1 — Medical aid, 
person down.
 Nov. 3 — Medical aid, 
traffi c collision.
  

Riverside County Fire, 
Garner Valley
 Nov. 3 — Traffi c colli-
sion, 34000 block of High-
way 243, Mountain Center.
    
Riverside County Fire, 
Pinyon
 Nov. 4 — Two medical 
aids.

See Record, page 26

aid, North Circle Drive, 
Idyllwild.
 Nov. 3 — Medical aid, 
Highway 243 at mile marker 
2.
 No v.  5  —  Me d i c a l 
aid, Double View Drive, 
Idyllwild.
 No v.  5  —  Me d i c a l 
aid, Marion View Drive, 
Idyllwild.
 Nov. 5 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.
 Nov. 6 — Medical stand-
by, Highways 243 and 74, 
Mountain Center.
 Nov. 6 — Medical aid, 
Ramsey Road, Anza.
 Nov. 6 — Medical aid, 
Crestview Drive, Idyllwild.
 Nov. 6 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.
 Nov. 7 — Medical aid, 
Pine Dell Road and High-
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It is the 50th Anniversary of  
Idyllwild’s Christmas Tree 

Lighting Ceremony
There will be 1,700 new lights on the tree. 
To help buy the new lights we are asking 

for donations, large or as small as even $1.
And you can claim one of those lights shines 

for you!

Donations can be made at the BBVA Com-
pass bank, the Spruce Moose, Town Crier, 

Christmas Is or the Idyllwild Gift Shop.

Watch for Elves selling at local stores and 
the Post Offi ce.

Or mail you donation to: Christmas Lights, 
P.O. Box 1176, Idyllwild, CA 92549

Join us at 4:30 p.m. on Nov. 27 
to light the tree!

Paid for by the Greater Idyllwild Tree 
Lighting Committee.

CELEBRATES ITS 30TH ANNIVERSARY

No other discounts apply. One coupon per person.

30 30
$30 off purchases 
of $100 or more.

Thank you Idyllwild 
for your many 

years of support.

Since 
1980

$30
OFF

(951) 659-4853                    54415 N. Circle Dr.           Idyllwild, CA 92549

Hiking          Climbing          Backpacking

NOMAD VENTURES

Expires 11/30/2010

Mary Austin
“Scholarships and Grants”

 Idyllwild, California

Fall colors
Back in the 1970s, I was living in Maryland 

during the autumn season. The multicolor 
display of the changing trees was indeed some-
thing that everyone should see at least once 
in a lifetime. 
 My friends, with whom I was staying, said that if I really 
wanted to see something spectacular that we should head 
to the Skyline Drive in Virginia. So we packed up the car 
and headed out — only to fi nd that the Skyline Drive was 
so foggy that visibility was down to about 18 inches.

I never did get to see the autumn forest in its full glory, 
but my friends assured me that it was very beautiful. That 
is, until all the trees drop their leaves and everything is stark 
and barren until spring. 
 I really didn’t feel like waiting around for spring so I moved 
to Key West, Fla. Then, after a side trip to Jamaica, I moved 
back to California, where I settled in Lake Arrowhead.

It wasn’t until I moved to Idyllwild that I spent my fi rst 
fall and winter living in a four-season environment. Believe 
me, after growing up in Huntington Beach and Hawaii 
it was a shock to the system to have to deal with winter 
weather. 
 In 1973, my fi rst winter in Idyllwild, the temperature 
dropped to 8 degrees. I was beginning to think of moving 
to some place warmer. I stuck it out and this will be my 
34th winter in Idyllwild.
 Although I do love the pines and incense cedars, it is the 
black oaks and their dark bark and yellow-gold leaves that 
stand out in the fall. I am sure there are smaller trees and 
bushes that change color in the fall. But nothing else is as 
big and showy as the black oaks.
 In my youth, I tried to capture the fall colors by paint-
ing with watercolors. My artistic talents being somewhere 
between abysmal and nonexistent made that a hopeless 
endeavor. Thanks to digital photography I am now capable 
of capturing the beauty that I see around me.
 Now that the black oak colors are at their peak, I decided 
to hit Idyllwild’s streets and see what trees I could fi nd to 
photograph. The people next door to me have both planted 
non-native trees. They make for some great color displays. So, 
I decided to just drive around town and stop anywhere that 
I saw fall colors and take some photos. (See accompanying 
photographs.)
 Of course, there were plenty of oak trees to shoot but 
I discovered something interesting. The larger trees have 
dark bark and yellow-gold leaves as I have always seen. But 
I’ve discovered several smaller trees with black trunks and 
orange-gold leaves. The question is: Do smaller black oaks 
have different fall foliage or are they a different species than 
the larger trees?
 At any rate, I found several species of non-native trees that 
are very beautiful and I will have to do some more research 
to fi nd out what kind of trees they are. Most of my botany 
studies have been on Idyllwild natives and tropical plants 
but I have never done much study on temperate trees. It is 
always good to learn something new to stimulate the brain 
cells.

Outside Idyllwild
By Bruce Watts

 My friends, with whom I was staying, said that if I really 

Canyon Silktassel bush (Garrya veatchii) is a bushy, evergreen 
shrub that will reach 6 feet in height and displays very showy 
fl owers that hang in long catkins from the ends of the branches. 
It has oval-shaped leaves that range from 1 to 3 inches long.  
It prefers full or partially sunny sites, and is exceptionally 
drought-tolerant once established. Dry slopes in chaparral, 
central and southern oak woodlands, ranging from Baja to 
San Luis Obispo, are its preferred location

Photo courtesy of Harold Voorheis

An osprey fl ying above Lake Hemet. Photo by Bethany Pulliam

A black oak with yellow leaves.                Photo by Bruce Watts

A maple with red leaves.                Photo by Cid Castillo

Monthly raw food potluck
 A raw food potluck is held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. the 
fi rst Saturday of each month at Nature’s Wisdom, 54235 
Ridgeview Drive. On holiday weekends, the potluck will 
be scheduled for the second Saturday.) Everyone is wel-
come and there is no charge. Just bring a raw food dish 
to share. For more information, e-mail Lori Alexander 
at music@greencafe.com.
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Now is The 
Time To 
Add On or 
Remodel

I Live on the Hill
Cell: 951-652-3986

LOCALS HELPING HOMELESS VETS
— AND OTHERS —

Please help, we need specifi c items:
1-4 Man Tents, Tarps & Backpacks, 

new or used
Drop off at Idyllwild Design Center

26345 Hwy. 243
Hours: 10am-4pm, Tues.-Sat.

Info call: Chris Rockwell (760) 954-6131 
or Nick Bailey (951) 217-5512

Avalon 1250
Free-standing Woodstove

Now $895.00
Idyllwild Heating

659-HEAT
54730 North Circle Drive

Weekly Special

Chris Austin ~ 659-4959
License #408175  Since 1980

Licensed Tile Contractor 
Proudly Serving Idyllwild 

& Surrounding Communities 
Since 1998

Austin Tile Co.

Floors, Countertops, Tubs & Showers

Last Friday, the Idyllwild Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon-
cutting ceremony at its newest member’s offi ces, the Idyllwild 
Design Center on Highway 243.  Shown here, left to right, are 
Mike Lackey, Chamber director; Jennifer Simard, co-owner 
Design Center; Nolan Simard; Laura Lee “Mom” Simard; 
Barrett  Simard with scissors, Greg Simard; co-owner Design 
Center and Judi Way, Chamber volunteer. Photo by Cid Castillo

At the Nov. 3 Rotary meeting, Idyllwild Rotary President 
Danny Richardson (right) presents a gift to Mimi Lamp 
president of the Idyllwild Chamber of Commerce, for her talk 
at the meeting.                                             Photo by Dan Slattery

Soroptimist International of Idyllwild introduces its four newest 
members, inducted Thursday, Nov. 5. From the left, Phyllis Cur-
ington Brown, owner Prairie Dove; Janice Hope, registered 
massage therapist; Rose Taylor, co-owner A Cut Above; and 
Julie “Jules” Johnson, owner Room For Life Organizing.

Photo by Jeri Sue Haney

A small group of volunteers planted Lemon Lilies this Saturday 
at three different Idyllwild locations. The Lemon Lily Restora-
tion Project is headed by Dave Stith, seen here planting amidst 
primroses on the banks of Strawberry Creek.     

Photo by Cid Castillo

Florist in the Forest & Gallery, located in Mile Hi Plaza, is the 
newest member of the Idyllwild Chamber of Commerce. Cut-
ting the ceremonial ribbon is Lori Parker, center, co-owner. 
Sharing in the celebration is Laura Slattery, right, Chamber 
volunteer, and Julie Johnson, left, Chamber director.

Photo by Cid Castillo

Hill resident Holly Braaten was a big winner for her 
homemade jams, jellies and baked goods at the Southern 
California Fair in Lake Perris last month. She won 22 fi rst 
place ribbons, 14 second place ribbons, 1 best of show rib-
bon, and nine best of division. Additionally she was award-
ed a fi rst place citris award, second place apricot award and 
a second place sugar-free award …

 The premiere of Lorin Alexander’s “Three Movements 
for Wind Symphony” will be Tuesday, Nov. 16. The Red-
lands University Wind Ensemble will perform the Idyllwild 
resident’s newest composition at 8 p.m., in the University 
Memorial chapel. The chapel is at 1200 E. Colton and ad-
mission is free.

To get a listing in “Mountain folk,” visit www.towncrier.
com, click on “News” in the menu at the top and click on 
“Submit a news item,” or stop by and fi ll out a news form. 
 To get your birthday listed, e-mail beth@towncrier.com or 
call (951) 659-2145, Ext. 17, with the month and day.

Mountain folk

In the fi rst 15 minutes after opening the doors at Town Hall, the 
Health Center gave 50 fl u shots to residents. RN Julee Austin
(left) made things as painless as possible. A total of 104 vac-
cines were given to area residents.               Photo by Cid Castillo
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Lanterns
 Gail Qi
 Owner

Door Beads
(951) 659-5066

LOCATED UPSTAIRS IN THE FORT
Clothing • King or Queen Size Korean Blankets

Lamps • Oriental Art • Gourmet Foods • Herbs • Import Gifts 

Reasonable 
Prices!
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Prices and special offers good Nov. 11-17, 2010. Vehicles subject to prior sale.  All 
advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any 
dealer document preparation charge and any emission testing charge.  Sales tax and 
lic. based on Sale Price.                                          Crier  
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Call (909) 888-8686 

Orange Show Rd.
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ofSUBARU 
of San Bernardino

One at
This

 Exact 
Price 

New 2010 Subaru
Impreza 2.5i Premium

New 2011 Subaru
Outback 2.5i Premium

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE �����
• Factory Air Conditioning
• Automatic Transmission
• Automatic Dimming Mirror
   with Compass
• Power Windows & Locks

• All Weather Package with
   Heated Seats, Wiper Deicer, 
   Heated Side Mirrors and More 
• Vehicle Dynamics 
   Control and Much More!

on New 2010 Subarus  – Length of 
Term and Rate Varies with Model –

 Give Us a Call for Full Details

Well-Qualified Subaru Motors 
Finance Buyers Get as Low As . . .

FINANCING
Annual 
Percentage 
Rate Long Term 0%

SAVE
$1881
OFF M.S.R.P.

$25,593

Model BDD
7095/B3358729

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE �����
• Factory Air Conditioning
• Automatic Transmission 
• Power Windows & Locks
• Multi-Speaker Stereo/CD

• Automatic Dimming Mirror
   with Compass
• Vehicle Dynamics Control
• Alloy Wheels and More!

$18,854 One at
This

 Exact 
Price 

Model ALD
6794/AH809545

SAVE
$2173
OFF M.S.R.P.

Qualified Subaru Motors Finance Buyers Get 

No Payments ‘til Next Year

Community calendar
 For the Idyllwild Arts & 
Entertain ment Calendar, see 
“On the Town,” on page  10.

Wednesday, Nov. 10
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 a.m. American Legion Post 
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.

• Town Crier News Meeting, 
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café 
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
 • Pine Cove Water District, 
10 a.m. PCWD, 24917 Marion 
Ridge Rd., Pine Cove.
 • La Leche League, 10 a.m. 
Call 659-8321.
 • Community Church Guild, 
noon. Church, 54400 North 
Circle Dr.

 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard building)
 • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St. 
Call 659-2523.
 • AWANA for ages 3 to fi fth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild 
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest 
Ave.
 • Palms to Pines workshop, 
6-8 p.m. Pinyon Pines Fire Sta-
tion, 70080 Hwy 74, Pinyon.
 • Mountain Disaster Pre-
paredness board meeting, 6 p.m. 
Creekstone Inn, 54950 Pine 
Crest Ave. 
 • Anza Municipal Advisory 
Council, 7 p.m. Anza Commu-
nity Building, 56630 Hwy. 371, 
Anza.
 • Codependents Anonymous 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious 
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. 
(the Courtyard Building)

Thursday, Nov. 11
 • Idyllwild Business Round-
table, 8 a.m. Mile High Cafe, 
26600 Hwy 243.
 • “Forgotten God,” Wom-
en’s Ministry Bible Study, 10 
a.m.-noon. Chapel in the Pines 
Church Offi ce, 29430 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center.
 • Living Through Transition 
and Loss, 10 a.m.-noon. Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-

wood St. 
 • Veterans Day Ceremony & 
Luncheon, 11 a.m. American 
Legion Post 800, 54360 Marian 
View Drive.
 • Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. Mile-
High Fitness, 54423 Village Cen-
ter Dr.
 • Idyllwild Francophonie, 
noon. Café Aroma, 54740 North 
Circle Dr. RSVP to Francoise 
Frigola at 659-4146.  
• Alcoholics Anonymous, noon. 
St. Hugh’s Episcopal Church, 
25525 Tahquitz Dr.
 • Lemon Lily Festival Steer-
ing Committee, 1 p.m. Idyllwild 
Nature Center, 25225 Hwy. 243.
 • Joint CSAS36/ICRC meet-
ing, 5:30 p.m. (ICRC meeting 
to follow.) IWD board room, 
25945 Hwy. 243.
 • ESL classes, 6-8 p.m. 
Idyllwild School, 26700 Hwy. 
243.
 • Mile High Radio Club, 
6:30 p.m. Idyllwild Fire Station, 
54160 Maranatha Dr.
 • RACES, 6:30 p.m. Idyllwild 
Fire Station, 54160 Maranatha 
Dr.
 • Narcotics Anonymous, 
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the 
Courtyard Building)
   
        Friday, Nov. 12 
 • Baby Play Group, 10:30 a.m. 
Call Debbi Geisinger, 659-8710 
or (951) 966-1094. 
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30 
p.m. Idyllwild Community Pres-
byterian Church, Manse Alcove, 
Fellowship Hall, 54400 North 
Circle Dr.
 • Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ 
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meeting 
7-9 p.m. Former Morning Sky 
School, 29375 Hwy. 243, Moun-
tain Center. Child care available. 
Call 659-0097 for information.
 

Saturday, Nov. 13
 • Homeopathy: The Fine Art 
of Acute Prescribing workshop, 
9 a.m.-noon. Naturopathic 
Health Clinic, 54790 North Cir-
cle Drive.
 • Stand in Silent Vigil for 

Peace, Justice and Nonviolence, 
noon. Town center. Call 659-
2718.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
7:30 p.m. Community Pres-
byterian Church, Fellowship 
Hall,  54400 North Circle Dr.

Sunday, Nov. 14
 • Peace Meditation Practice, 
10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist Dhar-
ma Center, 53191 Mountain 
View, Pine Cove. 
 • Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.  
Spiritual Living Center, Church 
of Religious Science, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard 
Building)
 • Alcoholics Anonymous,  
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m., 
Rancho Encino Mountain Club, 
45915 Orchard Road, Poppet 
Flats, across from CalFire Sta-
tion 6.
 • Idyllwild Writer’s Guild, 3 
p.m. 25685 Big Pine St., Cedar 
Glen. Call 659-0130.
 

Monday, Nov. 15
 • Medicare health plans in-
formation meeting, 10:30 a.m. 
Town Hall, 25925 Cedar St.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon & 7:30 p.m. St. Hugh’s 
Episcopal Church, 25525 
Tahquitz Dr. 
 • Idyllwild Community 
Meditation, Session I: 5:30-6:30  
p.m.; Session II: 6:45-8 p.m.  
Idyllwild Yoga Studio. Call Val at 
659-5750 for information.
 • Chamber of Commerce, 
6 p.m. Idyllwild Water District 
board room, 25945 Hwy. 243.
 • Garner Valley Property 
Owners Association, 7 p.m. 

Garner Valley Common, 61600 
Devils Ladder Rd.
 • Historic District public 
meeting, 7-8:30 p.m. Town Hall, 
25925 Cedar St. 

Tuesday, Nov. 16
 • Camp Alandale’s Friends 4 
Orphans, 10 a.m. 25420 Lodge 
Rd.
 • Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. Mile-
High Fitness, 54423 Village 
Center Dr., Strawberry Creek 
Square.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
AA Open Meeting & Big Book 
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living 
Center, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the 
Courtyard Building)
 • International Healing 
Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m. 
Shiloh Christian Ministries, 
54960 Pine Crest Ave.
 • Cancer self-help group, 
5:30 p.m. Call 659-6262.
 • Healthy Lifestyle Class, 5:30 
p.m. optional weigh-in; health 
talk by Brenda Scherlis, 6 p.m. 
Silver Pines, 25955 Cedar St.
 • ESL classes, 6-8 p.m. Idyllwild 
School, 26700 Hwy. 243.
 • Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step Study meeting, 
6:30-8 p.m. Former Morning 
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center. Call 659-0097 
for information.
 • Hemet Unifi ed School Dis-
trict board meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
HUSD offi ces, 1791 W. Acacia 
Ave., Hemet.
 • Idyllwild Right to Life, 7 
p.m. Call 659-5228 for location. 
 • Idyllwild   Water  District 
board meeting, 7 p.m. IWD 
board room, 25945 Hwy. 243.

See Calendar, page 23
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How to reach us

Phone:
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1-888-535-6663

Fax: (951) 659-2071
E-mail: itc@towncrier.com
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Please read your ad. 

We assume no responsibility for 
errors after fi rst insertion.

 The IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER 
(USPS 635260) is published week-
ly for $29 per year in county and 
$33 per year out of county by the 
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER, P.O. 
Box 157, 54295 Village Center 
Dr., Idyllwild, CA 92549. Periodi-
cal postage paid at Idyllwild, CA. 
Send subscription and change 
of address requests to the 
above address. Please allow up 
to two weeks for requests to take 
effect.

POSTMASTER:
 Send address changes to 
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER, P.O. 
Box 157, Idyllwild, CA 92549.
 All contents of the Idyllwild 
Town Crier are copyrighted by 
the Idyllwild Town Crier. Per copy, 
75 cents (tax included). Single 
mailing of newspaper, $2.50.
This newspaper is printed on 

recycled paper.

How to get a letter pub lished
 The Town Cri er wel comes letters re fl ect ing all 
opin ions. Letters should be con cise and to the point. 
They should be no long er than 400 words. Let ters 
must be type writ ten, dou ble-spaced and in up per/
low er case (not in all caps). Let ters must be signed 
(unless e-mailed) and must be iden ti fi ed with the 
writ er’s name, ad dress and weekday phone num ber. 
 Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be ac cept ed. 
Letters of thanks are not ac cept ed. A special ad ver -
tis ing rate is avail able for thank-you letters. Political 
letters cost 10 cents per word.  
 We reserve the right to reject or edit let ters for 
length, taste, clar i ty or fre quen cy of sub mis sion. Let-
ters do not necessarily refl ect the opinions of Town 
Crier staff. Letters may be sub mit ted in person, by 
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.
com).  

Editorials, letters to the editor, guest editorials and car-
toons refl ect the opinions of the authors and not neces-
sarily the Town Crier or Tindle Publications.

Readers 
write

Health care: The 
results
Editor:
 I find a lot of people 
don’t seem to realize that 
regardless of what the poli-
ticians promised, people 
are actually losing their 
insurance plans under this 
new government health care 
mandate.
 President Obama said, 
“Let me be exactly clear 
about what health care re-
form means to you. First 
of all, if you’ve got health 
insurance, you like your doc-
tors, you like your plan, you 
can keep your doctor, you 
can keep your plan. Nobody 
is talking about taking that 
away from you.”
 Today we [my wife and I] 
received a letter from our in-
surance company that said, 
“While the health care re-
form means enhancements 
to coverage, it also means 
that some of our plans will 
no longer be available.” 
 This means that the in-
surance plan through my 
pension benefi t, which had a 
$5,000 family deductible but 
no premiums and a $10,000 
maximum out-of-pocket, 
is being replaced with one 
that has a $10,000 annual 
premium and a $2,500 de-
ductible.
 So let me be exactly clear.  
I did like my plan! And 
someone did take it away 
from me! 
 Now I am being forced to 
buy something I didn’t want, 
and can’t afford. I worked 
hard all my life to earn this 
pension benefi t for my wife 
and I. Now we’re losing it.
 It may be true that no-
body was “talking about” 
taking my insurance plan 
away, but that doesn’t mean 
nobody was “planning to” 
take it away.

David Butler
Idyllwild

Suburban and 
auto-fi lls 
Editor:
 I am writing about about   
Suburban Propane’s auto-
matic tank fi ll policy. My 
original letter was published 
in the Oct. 28 Town Crier 
issue.
 After much sleuthing 
and haranguing, I finally 
found the Suburban contact: 
Phil Azevedo, Customer

See Letters, page 26

Mr. Funny Guy               by Chris Fisher

Holiday closings
 Hill businesses and institutions that will be closed 
Thursday, Nov. 11, to observe Veterans  Day:

Area post offi ces 
BBVA Compass
Fern Valley Water District
Hemet Unifi ed School 
 District
Idyllwild Library

Mount San Jacinto 
 State Park
Pine Cove Water District
Riverside County offi ces
U.S. Forest Service

These will be open:
Idyllwild Health Center
Idyllwild Pharmacy
Idyllwild Transfer Station

Idyllwild Water District
 (closed Friday, Nov. 12)
Town Crier

Out loud
Once again, with a beat …

 J.P. asked me to write a few words of 
refl ection a year (Nov. 13) following my 
retirement as Town Crier publisher-editor. 
As I type, Jack and I move west along the 
I-10 from Sonora, Texas back home from a 
long vacation touring jazz cities and visiting 
family in the Midwest and South. 

 I consider writing a chore these days but I take into 
consideration the blogging my daughter urged on me to 
record our trip, keeping family and friends apprised of 
our whereabouts. 
 In the spring, I fl ew to D.C. and met up with an 
Idyllwild friend on business, touring the city each day. We 
drove a rental car to Roanoke to visit her friend and then 
to the Blue Ride Parkway to visit my sixth grade friend 
in Asheville, N.C. Not possessing a blog, I recorded each 
day’s activities, including images, and e-mailed them to 
family and friends. 
 Images not only included the usual lay of the land and 
mug shots but also the culinary delights placed in front 
of me and whomever I joined for a meal. Usually, the 
restaurant name (or home cook’s) and food description 
accompanied the image. I think that part entertained most 
readers, as food is apt to do.
 My current blogging — replete with scenery, jazz mu-
sicians (including videos) and meals consumed — lacks 
the consistency, however, of that trip. At this writing, I 
lag three days behind on trip blogging. And I still need 
to blog a day in Houston with my brother having since 
spent two in Montel, Texas, with Jack’s sister.
 But fi rst, this piece. I need to get something off my 
chest. The most common questions I hear, “How do you 
like retirement?” followed by, “Do you miss the paper?” 
need answering. Then our conversations may move on 
to more entertaining subjects, like the weather, when we 
greet each other at the post offi ce or the dump.
 I fi nd retirement challenging, adjusting to a new rhythm 
— which my mind and body accustomed themselves to 
over decades of work and raising children. Once Jack 
retired this past July, my life found the fi rst beats of 
a rhythm that continues to play stronger. Prior to his 
retirement, his work schedule cut short our trips to see 
grandchildren. I enjoy cooking and hoped to practice more 
upon retirement but still found myself in the predicament 
of preparing meals for one, which thrills me not at all. 
Those issues disappeared on his retirement.
 This summer, I took the county’s compost workshop 
and discovered gardening, a long desired ambition, grow-
ing many herbs and vegetables throughout the summer 
that complemented my cooking, and learned some of the 
secrets of gardening in our climate.
 I came to know our only neighbors better and joined 
an organic produce co-op through that budding friend-
ship, which took my retirement to develop, unfortunately, 
considering we’ve lived next door for a few decades.
 Two orphaned feral kittens — after mom died on the 
highway and possibly owls carried off littermates — keep 
our attention outside as they reach adulthood and keep 
the mouse population under control. And, I knit (also 
learning to spin), knit and knit — my favorite hobby and 
one that occupies much of my time when traveling.
 Do I miss the paper? After 23 years working for the 
same institution in a highly stressful environment while 
raising two kids, no I do not. I needed to give my adrenalin 
glands a break. Time to move on. 
 I do miss my staff ’s camaraderie and the wonderful 
people who supported the paper, whether issues grew thick 
or thin. I see things I would do differently but all in all, 
the TC’s fi rst year under new leadership produced new 
ideas and good changes. Our community always adjusts 
as it managed to do when a 30-something woman once 
took its reins more than 14 years ago. Hope that answered 
some questions. Thanks for reading and see you around 
town.

Becky Clark, Past Publisher/Ed i tor

 J.P. asked me to write a few words of 
refl ection a year (Nov. 13) following my 
retirement as Town Crier publisher-editor. 
As I type, Jack and I move west along the 
I-10 from Sonora, Texas back home from a 
long vacation touring jazz cities and visiting 
family in the Midwest and South. 

 New schedule for forest offi ces
The winter schedule for the Idyllwild Ranger Station, 

located at 54270 Pine Crest Ave., began on Oct. 1. Monday 
through Wednesday and weekend hours are 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. (closed noon to 12:30 p.m.). The Ranger Station is 
closed on Thursdays.
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Town Hall
Volunteers needed for 

Community Events and Programs
Call 951-659-2360

 Now taking registration for 
Youth Co-ed Basketball

Grades K-6th

A very friendly & professional salon in 
the heart of the Village.

54240 N. Circle Dr. • Idyllwild • 659-2751

The Idyllwild Beauty Salon
Wishes Idyllwild a Happy Holiday and would like to 
Thank You for over 35 years of patronage with these

Holiday Specials (Nov.-Dec.): 
$5 OFF all Buzz Cuts
$5 OFF all Hair Coloring
$5 OFF Manicure & Pedicure combo
FREE Blow Dry & Conditioning w/Haircut
FREE Locks of Love Haircuts

HEMET VALLEY MORTUARY
Dignifi ed • Caring • Professional

Family Operated
• Complete Funeral Arrangements and Cremation Services

• Pre-Arrangement Counseling
• Out-Of-Town Arrangements
• Riverside National Cemetery

Finer Service At Lower Cost
403 N. San Jacinto St. (951) 658-4433 • Hemet, Calif. 92543

Lic.# FD 833 Matthew & Vicki McWane

Town talk 
By Cid Castillo, Staff Photographer  

How do you feel about the election results?

Terry Richardson
Retired pre-school 

teacher
Idyllwild

“I just hope the governor 
doesn’t raise taxes like he 
did last time he was in 

offi ce.”

Dr. Chip Schelly
Idyllwild Chiropractic

Idyllwild
“I’m just happy we have 
an election process. Even 

though this was a midterm 
election, I’m happy so many 
Idyllwild residents came out 

to vote.”

Peggy Rein
Gary’s Deli

Idyllwild
“Yes, those I voted for got 
elected, but I’m not sure 

what specifi cally they plan 
to do. Really, I just don’t 
know what to expect. I 

hope I’m not disappointed.”

Debbie Sheppard
Showtime Video & Music

Idyllwild
“I’m happy with the lieuten-

ant governor results. He 
seems to have grasp of what 
is going on and has realistic 
expectations on the future of 

California.”

reason is it blooms late in the season when most plants 
have fi nished. So most botanists have lost interest in the 
mountains. Too much work for too little gain! 
 On this day, we learned that there is a third reason. 
The fl owers of Cowbane are strikingly similar to Parish’s 
Yampah (Perideridia parishii), another Apiaceae that is 
commonly seen growing in similar wet montane habitats. 
In fact, when R.T. (a superb botanist himself) fi rst saw our 
plants he asked, “Which Yampah is this?”
 Ironically, on our previous visit to this site, I shouted to 
Tom, “Look at all the Yampah in bloom!” He was preoc-
cupied documenting the leaves of the WUNK, so I went 
about counting the “Yampah,” oblivious to the fact that it 
was the very fl ower we were searching for! It wasn’t until 
later that we noticed the basal leaves (those at the base of 
the plants) were Cowbane leaves and not Yampah leaves.
 On Friday, Nov. 5, Tom, Jim Adams and I made what 
is more than likely the last botanical trip of the season in 
the San Jacintos. We were on the ridge between Tahquitz 
Peak and Saddle Junction. It was an adrenaline producing 
rush to stand on the precipice above Idyllwild just a few 
precarious steps from unceremoniously joining you some 
1500 feet below.

See Botany, page 11

The “WUNK” …
 In September, Tom Chester, Pam Pal-
lette, R.T. Hawke, Shaun Hawke and I 
hiked from the Marion Mountain Camp-
ground to just below Little Round Valley. 
This was the sixth time this year that Tom 
and I hiked up the horribly steep Marion 
Mountain Trail. The fi rst couple of trips 
were not diffi cult because we were hiking at a snail’s 
pace while recording all the plant species on the trail. 
Once that task was accomplished, it became increasing-
ly more demanding to commute up the trail as quickly 
as possible to reach a new area to study. 
 Our fi nal destination was a boggy area where we had 
previously encountered Western Cowbane (Oxypolis oc-
cidentalis) in the carrot (Apiaceae) family and was not 
known to exist in the San Jacintos. Our little band of 
botany enthusiasts had deemed it “the WUNK.”
 James Dillane was the fi rst to notice the leaves of 
these plants in July 2008. With his fi ngers in the mud at 
Wellmans Cienega, he asked, “What’s this?” None of us 
could answer. 
 In spite of fi nding it in three separate locations, it 
remained a mystery for over two years, prompting James 
to coin the name “WUNK” for Wellmans UNKnown. 
Finally, we found a fl ower, and it revealed itself.
 As is his custom, Tom composed an e-mail describing 
the details of our fi nd including an analysis of his de-
termination that it is Western Cowbane. The purpose of 
these alerts is not only to announce a discovery but also 
to give anyone the opportunity to challenge the claim.
 Tom’s e-mail reached Mary Ann Feist at the Univer-
sity of Illinois. She is an expert on the genus Oxypolis 
and had mapped all its known locations from Southern 
California to British Columbia. Feist asked Tom if on this 
trip he could collect some leaf samples for DNA testing. 
Since this is a previously unknown location and now the 
southernmost extant of its range, it is as important to her 
as it is to us.
 Since we found these plants growing abundantly here 
one might ask why nobody had documented them before. 
I asked myself that same question. 

The fi rst explanation is that they seemed never to bloom, 
making the determination diffi cult if not impossible. Another 

Idyllwild Botany
By Dave Stith

reason is it blooms late in the season when most plants 
have fi nished. So most botanists have lost interest in the 
mountains. Too much work for too little gain! 
 On this day, we learned that there is a third reason. 
The fl owers of Cowbane are strikingly similar to Parish’s 
Yampah (Perideridia parishii), another Apiaceae that is 
commonly seen growing in similar wet montane habitats. 
In fact, when R.T. (a superb botanist himself) fi rst saw our 

When will it snow?
 The Idyllwild Town Crier’s 32nd-annual Snow Guessing 
contest is underway. The person who guesses the correct 
date of the fi rst half-inch of snow to fall on Idyllwild can 
win 100 Idyllwild Shopping dollars. 
 Guesses must be placed before Friday, Nov. 19.
 Participants can enter at any of the following locations: 
BBVA Compass Bank, Creek House Restaurant, Fairway 
Market, Higher Grounds Coffee House, Idyllwild Beauty 
Salon, Idyllwild Chamber of Commerce, Idyllwild Inn, 
Idyllwild Pharmacy, Idyllwild Tea Co., Idyllwild Town 
Crier, Muirs Mountain Realty, Pony Express Trading 
Post, Prairie Dove, The Spruce Moose, Town Hall, and 
Wooley’s.
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Alhatti Private Christian Resort
A private Christian setting • Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2066 • www.alhatti.com

Edelweiss Lodge • www.1cabin4u.com
Romantic cabins • Kitchens • Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

The Bluebird Cottage Inn
on 3 ac. • www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com • Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2696

Check out our Lodging Directory 
Web site at www.towncrier.com

25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

Lodging
Directory of Idyll wild

The Fireside Inn & Cabins • Fireplaces,     
TV/DVD players, pets welcome • 1-877-797-3473 
54540 North Circle Dr. • www.thefi reside-inn.com

Quiet Creek
Top Rated • Views • Creek • Pets • Spas • Fireplaces • Clean!
26345 Delano Dr. • www.quietcreekinn.com • 800-450-6110

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fel low ship
 Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer. 

Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 10am 
plus Weekly Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038. 

On Hwy 243 at Morning Sky School in Mountain Center.

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school, 

10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m. 
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to 

the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

Community Presbyterian Church

Idyllwild Bible Church
25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott. 
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship. 
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m. 

Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.

Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday 
Call Church Offi ce for Information. 659-4775

Shiloh Christian Ministries
~ FULL GOSPEL ~

2 
Ser

vi
ce

s

Spiritual Living Center

Churches and Spiritual 
Centers Directory  

of Idyllwild

54400 N. Circle Dr.  659-2935 • Rev. Richard Olson
Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.

Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~ 
Child care available • Wednesday: Men's Breakfast – 6:15 a.m.

Queen of Angels Roman Cath o lic Church
54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA

Father Charles E. Miller
Winter Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.; 

Sat. 4 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.; 
Confession: Sat. 3:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

Idyllwild Religious Science
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard Building) 659-3464.

Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday ser vice, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.; 

Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays.

54968 Upper Pine Crest
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416

Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm
International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild

First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561

Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi.

SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch.  Meditation 

instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info.   www.zmc.org

St. Hugh’s
Rev. Gordon Scheible • Sunday Service, 10:00 am

Episcopal Church
An Anglican House of Prayer for all people

25525 Tahquitz Dr. (in Fern Valley off South Circle Dr.)
Phone (951) 659-4471

Historic
Continued from page 1

have historical merit. Cur-
rently there are no residential 
properties within the pro-
posed district that fall into 
the “contributing resource” 
category of having histori-
cal merit.
 Only property owners 
can lodge binding com-
ments about the district’s 

formation. The county had 
promised three opportuni-
ties for property owners to 
inquire or lodge comments 
about the proposed district. 
Monday’s meeting is the 
second opportunity. If you 
wish to obtain a copy of the 
latest version of the revised 
draft ordinance or ask ques-
tions about the proposed 
revised ordinance, please 
contact: Keith Herron, Chief 
Preservation Offi cer, River-

side County Park and Open 
Space District, at (951) 955-
4558 or kherron@co.river-
side.ca.us or Kristi Lovelady, 
Principal Planner, Riverside 
County Planning Depart-
ment, at (951) 955-0781 or 
klovelad@co.rctlma.org.
 The next step after the 
Nov. 15 Idyllwild meeting 
will be the presentation of 
the revised ordinance to 
the Board of Supervisors 
at a public meeting. At that 

time, property owners will 
have a fi nal opportunity to 
comment. They may address 
the Board either through 
written or oral comments 
prior to any action taken by 
the Board to adopt or nor 
adopt the proposed revised 
ordinance. At this time, Her-
ron anticipates presenting 
the revised ordinance to the 
Board in December.
 E-mail Marshall Smith at 
marshall@towncrier.com.

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 Two months of inten-
sive campaigning con-
vinced county voters that 
both Measures L and M 
were acceptable. Although 
the two measures, both 
affecting future public 
safety pensions, were in 
opposition, voters entered 

County voters choose both L and M, only M wins
the booth and couldn’t 
decide between them.
 Co n s e qu e n t l y,  b o t h 
passed. But Supervisor 
Bob Buster said the one 
receiving the highest “Yes” 
votes would become the 
county’s law. Measure M 
has almost 250,000 votes, 
32,000 more than Measure 
L.
 “Yes” votes for Measure 

K–RCTC Transportation 
Projects

  Vote Count Percent
Yes 259,239 62.41%
No 156,148 37.59%
Total 415,387 100.00%

L–Voter Approval
Pub. Safety Retirement

  Vote Count Percent
Yes 216,244 52.28%
No 197,405 47.72%
Total 413,649 100.00%

M–Voter Approval
Pub. Safety Retirement

  Vote Count Percent
Yes 248,130 60.93%
No 159,085 39.07%
Total 407,215 100.00%

L were 52.2 percent of the 
ballots cast for the measure. 
But “Yes” for Measure M 
were 60.9 percent of the 

votes cast on that measure 
and the total was greater 
than the Measure L “Yes” 
votes.

 County voters also ap-
proved Measure K, au-
thorizing some borrowing 
for county transportation 

projects.
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 Offi cial fi gures are not yet 
available from the Riverside 
County Registrar of Voters 
Offi ce, but turnout on the 
Hill appears to have again 
exceeded the county and 
statewide results.
 Election night, the esti-
mate of local voter turnout 

was between 60 and 70 
percent for the Idyllwild 
precinct, based on 660 vot-
ers that day. 
 With only 28,800 pro-
visional ballots to count, 
the Registrar of Voters has 
reported the county turnout 
on Tuesday was 54 percent 
of registered voters. For the 
whole state, the unoffi cial 
turnout estimate is 49.2 

County turnout exceeds statewide
percent.
 There were considerably 
fewer voters than in 2008, 
when voters were choosing a 
president. Two years ago the 
county and state turnouts 
were 78.3 and 79 percent, 
respectively.
 However, this year’s state-
wide turnout was the lowest 
of any regularly scheduled 
election since 1910. Several 

specially scheduled Cali-
fornia elections, such as in 
1933, 1973 and 1979, drew 
a smaller percentage of reg-
istered voters to the polls.
 This year county turnout 
was higher than the 2002 
and 2006 gubernatorial elec-
tions. In those years, the 
percentage of county voters 
casting ballots was 47.7 and 
51.8 percent, respectively.
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659-2609

FOREST LUMBER
54200 Pine Crest
659-9691 Fax

Mon.-Sat.
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sunday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Everything you need for your home or your 2nd home

NOVEMBER BARGAINS OF THE MONTH
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WINDOWS • PAINT • TOOLS • SIGNS

SPECIAL PURCHASE 

797

           
reg. 12.99
70-Ct. LED Light Set
LED bulbs for 80%-90% 
energy savings. 20-year/ 
100,000-hour lifespan. 
Choose multi-colored, white 
or warm white. Indoor/out-
door usage. T 749 426, 083, 126 174 B12  While supplies last.

Green Extension Cord Bonus Pack
40' outdoor cord plus 6' indoor cube tap extension cord. Both 
with polarized plugs. E 129 211 B6 While supplies last.

SAVE 46%

699
Your choice

reg. 19.99
Black Padded Folding Chair
Comfort contoured padded seat and back with 
2-cross brace construction. Powdercoated fi nish. W 128 269 F6 
While supplies last.

Save 50%

999

Mountain Disaster Preparedness volunteers place victim Paul 
Miglin on a stretcher as part of their fi rst night exercise.

Photo by Cid Castillo

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 After the first quarter 
of the fiscal year, county 
offi cials expect the current 
budget to be nearly $50 
million in the red by June, 
if no action is taken. 

In his fi rst quarter report 
to the Board of Supervisors, 
County Executive Bill Luna 
discussed the possibility of a 
$46.7 million shortfall. This 
includes $17 million in the 
Sheriff ’s Department, $12.8 
in Social Services, $9 million 
from the District Attorney’s 
offi ce, $6 million in the Fire 
Department and $1.8 million 
from the Registrar of Vot-
ers.
 Luna is working with each 
department head to develop 
a plan for the remainder of 
the fi scal year to help contain 
and reduce the projected 
losses.
 Riverside County Fire 
Department may close three 
fire stations to reduce its 
projected defi cit. County Fire 
Chief John Hawkins offered 
the board his criteria for 
selecting which stations to 
close.
 These would include 
proximity to other county 
fi re stations and redundancy 
of services at the fi re station. 
The second criteria would in-
clude the ability of volunteers 
to fi ll the void of the closing 
station. A third criterion is 
the level of emergency inci-
dent workload.
 Luna will work closely 
with each department to 
reduce shortfalls. He told 
the Board, “to offset the 
projected shortfalls with 
cuts elsewhere would re-
quire all other departments 

County to close 
fi re stations

to reduce [expenditures] by 
an additional 17 percent on 
top of the 19 percent reduc-
tions taken in the current 
budget.”
 Luna said the $6 million 
fi re department defi cit could 
not be closed without closing 
fi re stations and he recom-
mended that the Board ap-
prove Hawkins’ criteria.
 He also said the use of 
county reserves would have a 
negative effect on the coun-
ty’s efforts to improve its 
credit rating and thus reduce 
interest costs. 
 The county’s revenue fore-
casts will not improve this 
year or next. To balance its 
budget next year and rebuild 
reserves to guard against fur-
ther economic declines, Luna 
urged the Board to reduce 
expenditures. “To achieve 
these two goals there is no 
choice but to match all cost 
increases and all cost over-
runs, with commensurate 
cost reductions,” he said.
 The Sheriff has commit-
ted to work with Luna and 
the District Attorney has 
indicated that expected at-
trition should help eliminate 
his office’s loss. But Judge 
Paul Zellerbach will become 
the new District Attorney 
soon.
 “There is no evidence 
that the department has a 
concrete cost savings plan 
in place,” Luna wrote in his 
report.
 The county’s discretion-
ary income has fallen from 
$785 million in fi scal 2006-
07 to $592 million this year, 
a 25 percent decline in four 
years.
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

By Marshall Smith 
Staff Reporter

 Mountain Disaster Pre-
paredness (MDP) staged 
its first night exercise on 
Thursday, Nov. 4. Disaster 
Aid Station (DAS) Director 
David Alt issued a radio 
call to 24 DAS commanders 
and neighborhood captains 
at 5:45 p.m., summoning 
them to the DAS E unit 
at Astrocamp on Saunders 
Meadow Road. This site 
was not disclosed before the 
exercise began.
 MDP volunteers began 
arriving shortly before 6 
p.m. Volunteers, along with 
observers, assembled in the 
darkening evening. Follow-
ing MDP procedure, fi rst-
on-site MDP volunteers Dan 
and Laura Slattery opened 
the DAS unit and, with 
help from other volunteers, 
started the generator. The 
unit fi lled with light. 
 As volunteers broke out 
an E-Z Up, using the head-
lamps on their helmets to il-
luminate the area, others set 
up registration tables. The 
latter are used to check in 
volunteers as well as register 
the homeless and injured in 
an actual disaster. Nearby, 
MDP Medical Director Dr. 
Dick Goldberg set up a 
medical triage area, having 
first donned his surgical 
gown and gloves. The de-
scending darkness added an 
additional element of threat, 
as night temperatures began 
to chill participants.
 As more volunteers ar-
rived, MDP radios crackled 
with reports of a simulated 

Disaster group stages fi rst night exercise
residential fire. Soon, all 
24 commanders and cap-
tains were at the scene. The 
time was 6:05 p.m. DAS E 
Commander Dora Dillman 
began issuing instructions. 
Volunteers were to form 
two teams to perform search 
and report missions into 
the neighborhood, to two 
specific street addresses, 
radioing back observations 
of damage from the major 
simulated earthquake.
 DAS Director Alt sum-
marized MDP responsibili-
ties in an emergency of this 
nature: to complete “non-
heroic” search and report 
missions, communicating 
on downed power lines, 
damaged homes, observed 
fires, and weather issues, 
both to the involved DAS 
unit, and to Incident Com-
mand center (likely Idyllwild 
Fire Department); and to 
provide emergency medi-
cal aid through Goldberg’s 
services and those of as-
sociated nurses. Basic triage 
would be performed at each 
DAS unit as needed. In an 
actual emergency, County 
Office of Emergency Ser-
vices and/or the Idyllwild 
Fire Department would call 
out MDP to conduct com-
munity emergency response 
responsibilities.
 The exercise ended at 7:30 
p.m. with teams returning to 
the DAS E site. All agreed 
the generator noise made 
hearing instructions and 
communicating difficult. 
Paul Miglin, who served as 
an injured victim, provided a 
critique of the carrying pro-
cedures for non-ambulatory 

wounded. He pointed out 
and demonstrated areas of 
improvement to volunteers.
 “I now realize how im-
portant a night exercise is,” 
said Goldberg.
 Training Director Rick 

Foster led his fi nal exercise. 
Having helped build MDP 
into an organization with 
more than 400 members and 
68 Community Emergency 
Response Team-trained vol-
unteers, he is retiring.

Strange but true
Those who study such things claim that the hair 

on top of your head grows more rapidly than the 
hair on the sides of your head.
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Showtimes: Nightly: 7:00 pm 
Sat. & Sun.:*2:00, 4:30 & 7:00 pm 

WWW.RUSTICTHEATRE.COM

“Hereafter” tells the stories of three 
people touched by death in differ-
ent ways. George (Matt Damon) is 
a blue-collar American who has a 
special connection to the afterlife. 
On the other side of the world, Marie 
(Cecile De France), a French jour-
nalist, has a near-death experience 
that shakes her reality. And when 
Marcus, a London schoolboy, loses 
the person closest to him, he des-
perately needs answers. Each on a 
path in search of the truth, their lives 
will intersect, forever changed by 
what they believe might--or must--exist in the hereafter. Starring: 
Matt Damon, Cecile de France, Jay Mohr. Director: Clint Eastwood. 
Genre: Thriller, Suspense. Rated: PG-13 Runtime: 129 minutes.

Admission: Adult, $9.00
Senior (62·), Child (11‚) & *Matinée: $7.00

Don’t forget, we have DVD rentals  

Showing Nov. 12th through Nov. 18th

“Hereafter”

the CREEK HOUSE

Idyllwild’s Classic Creekside 
Dinner House

Steaks*Seafood*Salad Bar*Cocktails
659-0686 

Dinner Thursday - Sunday
Happy Hour Nightly until 5:30 p.m.

54905 No. Circle Dr.

— Live Entertainment in the Lounge —

Friday, Nov. 12, 6-9 p.m. 

“Joey Latimer & Don Reed”

Local Dining, Arts & Entertainment

On the Town

Nex’wetem, the Southern California Indian Basketweaver’s 
Organization, held its 10th Anniversary Celebration, which 
EarthWitness sponsored, at the Apple Canyon Zen Center on 
Oct. 29.                  Photo courtesy of Christina Lee Nordella

Jo’An’s

JO’AN IS BACK
COME CELEBRATE WITH US!!!
Thurs., Nov. 18, 4pm-Close

Featuring Jo’An’s NEW  
Signature Certified Angus 

Steaks - 1/2 PRICE!

Flat Iron Steak • Top Sirloin
Roast Prime Rib

Live Music, Raffle, Prizes, 
Gifts, Lottery Tickets
Guest Executive Chef.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Open 7 a.m. Daily

Now Taking Reservations for 
Thanksgiving, Christmas & Our 
Special New Year’s Eve Party!

Arts & Entertainment Calendar
Arts & Entertainment Calen-

dar listings are at the discretion 
of the editor. Submittal forms can 
be picked up at the Town Crier.

Wednesday,  Nov. 10
“Red,” 7 p.m. Rustic Theatre.

Thursday,  Nov. 11
Veterans Day Ceremony & 

Luncheon, 11 a.m. American 
Legion Post 800.

Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m. Creek-
stone Inn. For information, 
call 659-4910.

“Red,” 7 p.m. Rustic Theatre.

Friday,  Nov. 12
Joey Latimer & Don Reed, 6-9 

p.m. The Creek House.
“Hereafter,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-

atre.
Creative Writing Guest Read-

ing: Catherine Wagner, 7:30 
p.m. Parks Exhibition Center, 
Idyllwild Arts.

Karaoke, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Bone 
Daddy’z.

 Saturday,  Nov. 13
David Jerome, 9 a.m.-noon; 

Greg Jones Band, 1-3 p.m. 
Café Aroma.

“Hereafter,” 2, 4:30 & 7 p.m. 
Rustic Theatre.

Live Music, 9 p.m.-close. Bone 
Daddy’z.

Sunday,  Nov. 14
Ernesto Alé, 9 a.m.-noon; Skel-

eton Crew, 6-9 p.m. Café 
Aroma.

“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-
torical Exhibit, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Idyllwild Area Historical 
Museum.

“Hereafter,” 2, 4:30 & 7 p.m. 
Rustic Theatre.

Monday,  Nov. 15
Children’s Storytime, 10:30 a.m. 

Idyllwild Library.
Desert Rose, 6-9 p.m., Café 

Aroma.
“Hereafter,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-

atre.

Tuesday,  Nov. 16
Jazz Night, 6-9 p.m. Café Aroma.
“Hereafter,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-

atre.
Chamber Music, 7:30 p.m. IAF 

Theatre, Idyllwild Arts.

Wednesday,  Nov. 17
ICRC Speaker’s Series: Great-

est Hits of the 21st Cen-
tury by Gwen Robertson, 
Ph.D., 5:30 p.m. reception; 6 
p.m. lecture. Creekstone Inn.

Bill Siatta, Blues Man, 6-9 p.m. 
Café Aroma.

“Hereafter,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-
atre.

Fall Dance Concert, 7:30 p.m. 

IAF Theatre, Idyllwild Arts.

Thursday,  Nov. 18
Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m. Creek-

stone Inn. For information, 
call 659-4910.

Idyllwild Arts Jazz Trio featuring 
Caleb Hensinger, 6-9 p.m. 
Café Aroma.

Cabaret of Souls (workshop 
performance), 7 p.m. Ste-
phens Recital Hall; Fall 
Dance Concert, 7:30 p.m. 
IAF Theatre, Idyllwild Arts.

“Hereafter,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-
atre.

Friday,  Nov. 19
Sandii Castleberry, Paul Car-

man and Bill Siatta, 6-9 p.m. 
The Creek House. 

Bellydancing, 7 p.m. Café Aro-
ma.

Fall Dance Concert 7:30 p.m.  
IAF Theatre; Cabaret of 
Souls (West Coast pre-
miere), 8 p.m. Royce Hall, 
UCLA.

Karaoke, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Bone 

Daddy’z.

Saturday,  Nov. 20
David Jerome, 9 a.m.-noon. 

Café Aroma. 
“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-

torical Exhibit, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Idyllwild Area Historical 
Museum. 

Live Music, 9 p.m.-close. Bone 
Daddy’z

Sunday,  Nov. 21
Ernesto Ale, 9 a.m.-noon; Skel-

eton Crew, 6-9 p.m. Café 
Aroma.

“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-
torical Exhibit, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Idyllwild Area Historical 
Museum.

Monday,  Nov. 22
Children’s Storytime, 10:30 a.m. 

Idyllwild Library.
Kevin Danzig, 6-9 p.m. Café 

Aroma. 

Tuesday,  Nov. 23
Jazz Night, 6-9 p.m. Café Aroma.

Fit After Fifty course offered
 The Riverside County Department of Aging is sponsor-
ing a Fit After Fifty core fitness program at 11 a.m. Tues-
days and Thursdays at Mile-High Fitness.
 Sandy Weber is teaching the free course that is geared to 
individual needs. For more information, call 659-4637.

Idyllwild Pharmacy offers new service
 Idyllwild Pharmacy now offers a service for patients 
called “Autofill.” The pharmacy will generate a daily 
report telling which medications should be refilled for 
a patient on the Autofill program. Only maintenance 
medications will be refilled. Once the prescription is 
filled, the patient will be contacted, thus eliminating 
the need for patients calling in refill orders.
 According to Pharmacist Barry Shapiro, this pro-
gram, in addition to providing customer convenience, 
will lead to better medication adherence. In the United 
States, medication nonadherence can lead to significant 
morbidity, mortality and expense. Among patients with 
hypertension, for example, taking less than 80 percent 
of anti-hypertension doses increases the risk of a cardiac 
event four-fold.
 Shapiro said, “Idyllwild Pharmacy is committed to 
maintaining healthy Idyllwild.” Stop in the pharmacy 
or call him at (951) 659-2135 to learn more about the 
Autofill program.


