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The joyous sounds of Christmas music were heard in Idyllwild as Conductor and 
Artistic Director Dwight Holmes brought forth the best from the Idyllwild Master 
Chorale: Fusion II this weekend. Special guest artists included Sherry Williams,  
the Seahawk Jazz Ensemble and the Idyllwild Children’s Chorus. Audiences heard 
an eclectic holiday concert of classical and jazz greats.                 Photo by Cid Castillo
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By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter
  

On Christmas Day, 
most of Idyllwild 
shuts down as locals 

celebrate the holiday with 
family and friends; however, 
many restaurants are open 
(see information box on 
page 6) and entertainment 
can still be found.
 The Rustic Theatre will 
show “Little Fockers” at 2, 
4:30 and 7 p.m. This movie, 
opening in movie theaters 
just this week, is a sequel 
to 2004’s “Meet the Fockers.” 
Rated PG-13, this movie fea-
tures an all-star cast whose 
characters provide lots of 
laughs over the foibles of 
family dynamics.
 For sports fans seeking 
a big screen TV and good 
company, the American 
Legion Post 800 opens at 
noon on Christmas and 

New Year’s Day. Games will 
air on several televisions in 
the bar and dining room. 
On New Year’s Eve, Friday, 
Dec. 31, the Legion serves 
a prime rib dinner special 
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. A live 
band will play dance music 
from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m.
 Holiday partiers who like 
to sing will want to drop 
by Bone Daddyz, which 
will be hosting karaoke on 
Christmas and New Year’s 
eves until closing.
 Arriba Mexican restau-
rant will feature Willy B. 
playing guitar and singing 
soft rock tunes. He takes 
the stage at 4 p.m. Christ-
mas Eve and 5:30 p.m. New 
Year’s Eve.
 Also on New Year’s Eve, 
patrons of the Lumber Mill 
Bar & Grill can toast the 
new year while listening to 
the Change Required band 
perform songs of the rock 

’n’ roll era, along with origi-
nal tunes. The band plays 
from 7-10 p.m.
 Diners at the Creek 
House will be treated to 
folk and bluegrass music 
from the trio Faultline. The 
restaurant opens at 4 p.m. 
Faultline plays from 6 to 9 
p.m. New Year’s Eve.
 Café Aroma patrons 
can participate in the “End 
of Year Mistletoe Smack 
Down” party featuring Dan-
iel Gray’s dance music and 
soundtracks.
 A steak and lobster din-
ner and champagne at mid-
night will be featured at 
Jo’An’s Restaurant and Bar 
on New Year’s Eve. Live 
music will be played by the 
band Fired from 9 p.m. to 
1 a.m.
 Recalling the fabulous 
fl ashy days of the disco era, 
the Rainbow Inn is hosting

See Holidays, page 24

Holiday celebrations

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

In an all-important pre-
Christmas sales week 
for local merchants, fi ve 

days of continuous rain have 
begun to dampen local sales. 
On Sunday, Dec. 19, with 
fog, mist, wind and light rain 
graying the local landscape, a 
handful of tourists scurried 
from shop to shop on a very 
gloomy day. In Village Lane, 
the only business open was 
the Greek Place restaurant. 
 “Tourists were leaving 
early on Sunday, fearing 
mudslides or snow,” said 
Bryan Tallent, co-owner of 
Spruce Moose in the Fort. 
Tallent noted that a result 
of this widespread storm, 
deemed a “weather effect” 
seen only once every 10 

Rain dampens 
sales season

to 15 years, was that fewer 
tourists were making the 
trek up the Hill. “We had 
a good week last week, up 
until the storm,” said Tall-
ent. “But these three weeks 
[pre-Christmas through New 
Year’s Day] are the most 
important [for sales].” On a 
positive note, Tallent men-
tioned that he is seeing more 
locals in his shop this holiday 
season. 
 The storm has drenched 
the Los Angeles basin. As 
of Tuesday, Dec. 21, local 
precipitation totals, for the 
storm that began just after 
midnight on Thursday, Dec. 
16, ranged from a couple 
inches in Idyllwild to seven 
inches in Pine Cove and 
more than nine further north 
at Vista Grande.

See Business, page 19

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

Since Friday, Idyllwild 
has received more than 
6 inches of rain. While 

it seems like a torrential 
and unending storm, each 
of the past three Decem-
bers — 2007 through 2009 
— has brought nearly 6 
inches of rain to the Hill, 
which is almost 50 percent 
more than the long-term 
December rainfall average 
of 3.75 inches.
 In 2007, nearly 4 inches 
fell in two days — Nov. 30 
and Dec. 1 — then another 
3.2 inches between Dec. 7 
and Dec. 9. Last year be-

Rain pummels 
the Hill

tween Dec. 7 and Dec. 13, 
4.8 inches of rain fell here.
 But the overall impres-
sion of this being a wet 
fall is true. As of 4 p.m. 
Monday, 9.7 inches of rain 
have been recorded at the 
Idyllwild Fire Station since 
July 1. Through Tuesday 
afternoon, more than 12.42 
inches of rain have been re-
corded at Keenwild Ranger 
Station during the same 
period. 
 This storm has brought 
more than 7 inches to the 
Pine Cove area and further 
north at the Forest Service 
Vista Grande station, more 
than 9 inches have been 

See Weather, page 2
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Serving Idyllwild for over 30 years

Residential - Commercial
All Types of Fencing 

Including:
Chain link, Wood, Vinyl and Iron

Wide Variety of On-Site Materials
Available for Do-It-Yourselfers

  Family owned
  business dedicated to 
  quality and customer service

                    Lic. # 91546

Call Today 951.926.8148
e-mail: hemetfence@yahoo.com
25959 Juniper Flats Rd., Homeland

FREE

ESTIMATES

Have a Warm and 
Happy Holiday

From
Idyllwild Heating

659-HEAT
54730 North Circle Drive

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

(951) 780-8171
State Lic# 260795 • Since 1969 • Fully Insured

Idyllwild Weather
From the National Weather Service

 Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
 12/23 12/24 12/25 12/26 12/27

48/30
Mostly sunny 

with light 
winds.

58/34
Sunny.

58/33
Sunny day 

with a chance 
of rain in the 

evening.

51/31
Mostly cloudy 
with a chance 
of rain in the 

evening.

49/30
Cloudy, 

chance of 
rain.

 Idyllwild this year Idyllwild last year
Date High Low M S High Low M S
12-13 75 36    44 34 1.36       
12-14 75 35    49 26    
12-15 54 40   57  27   
12-16 54 36 .23  65 32 
12-17 54 29 .64  64 32  
12-18 52 29 .30  66 32   
12-19 46 40 .84  61 31  
 Moisture in inches Snow in inches
To date this season (Idy): 9.34 To date this sea son (Idy): 3.7
To date last season (Idy): 7.61 To date last season (Idy): 17
Total last season (Idy): 23.61 Total last season (Idy): 35.91
To date this season (PC): 10.81 To date this season (PC): 4.75
Total last season (PC): 30.92 Total last season (PC): 72.5

  TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and 
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m. 
at the Idyll wild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are mea-
sured by resident George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture 
inches include all precipitation such as rain, melted hail 
and melted snow.
 Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road 
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at 
1-800-427-7623.

Weather
Continued from page 1

recorded since Thursday. 
CAL FIRE has already re-
sponded to eight water res-
cues involving 13 people.
 Despite the previous De-
cember rain volumes in 2007 
through 2009, the rain totals 
from July 1 through Dec. 31, 
half of the rain year, were all 
below the long-term average 
of 9.2 inches.
 More rain is forecast for 
Tuesday evening and parts 
of Wednesday. A respite will 
arrive for Christmas Eve and 
Day, then more rain may 
return.
 All of this precipitation 
is coming during a period 

that weather scientists had 
predicted would be a La Niña 
winter — drier than normal. 
But almost all of the inter-
mediate weather forecasts 
predict the La Niña pattern 
will strengthen as winter ar-
rives and passes. The average 
annual rainfall since 1948 has 
been 25.7 inches.
 The average total rainfall 

for the past three rain years 
has been 22.2 inches. In this 
so-called dry winter, our 
rainfall (at Keenwild) is 29 
percent above the average 
through December. If the 
pattern holds, 2010-11 may 
be the first above-average 
rain year since 2004. 
 E-mail J.P. Crumrine at 
jp@towncrier.com.

One more graffi ti attack, in an ongoing series that began last 
March, covers a wall on the Verizon building in Idyllwild.

Photo by Marshall Smith

Fire log

 Hill fi re stations respond-
ed to the following calls, 
Monday to Sunday, Dec. 13 
to Dec. 19:

Idyllwild Fire Department 
and Ambulance
 Dec. 14 — Medical aid, 
Pine Crest Ave., Idyllwild.
 Dec. 16 — Good in-
tent call, Tollgate Road, 
Idyllwild.
 Dec. 16 — Medical aid, 
Temecula Drive, Idyllwild.
 Dec. 16 — Medical aid, 
Rim Rock Drive and Lily 
Way, Idyllwild.
 Dec. 17 — Medical aid, 
Cedar Drive, Pine Cove.
 Dec. 17 — Dispatched 
and canceled en route, Mar-
ion Ridge Drive, Idyllwild.
 Dec. 17 — Two walk-in 
medical aids
 Dec. 18 — Medical aid, 
Ridgeview Drive, Idyllwild.
    
Riverside County Fire, 
Pine Cove
 Dec. 13 — Commercial 
vehicle fi re.
 Dec. 16 — Fire, false 
alarm.

News of record
Highway 371and Bailiff 
Road, Anza.
 Dec. 14 — Medical aid, 
Candalaria Lane and Home-
stead Road, Anza.
 Dec. 17 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.
 Dec. 18 — Highway 371 
and Cary Road, Anza.
 Dec. 18 — Two walk-in 
medical aids
 Dec. 19 — Two walk-in 
medical aids.

CHP log

Log unavailable.

Sheriff’s log

 Riverside County Sher-
iff ’s Department deputies 
responded to the following 
calls from Sunday, Dec. 5 
to Tuesday, Dec. 21. This 
may not be a complete list 
of responses:

Dec. 5 — An uniden-
tified suspect committed 
felony grand theft auto in 
the 26000 block of High-
way 243 in Idyllwild. The 
case remains open but sus-
pended. 

 Dec. 17 — Medical aid, 
diffi culty breathing.
 Dec. 17 — Medical aid, 
person down.
 Dec. 19 — Public as-
sist.
 Dec. 19 — Public assist, 
fl ooding.
  
Riverside County Fire, 
Garner Valley
 Dec. 16 — False alarm, 
53000 block of  Tollgate 
Road, Idyllwild.
 Dec. 17 — Structure fi re, 
49000 block of Bradford 
Road, Anza.
 Dec. 18 — Traffic col-
lision, Highway 74 at mile 
marker 58, Garner Valley.  
    
Riverside County Fire, 
Pinyon
 Dec. 16 — Fire.
 Dec. 17 — Fire.
 Dec. 17 — Medical aid.
   
Riverside County Fire, 
Anza
 Dec. 13 — Medical aid, 
Pine Tree Lane, Anza.
 Dec. 13 — Medical aid, 
Chapman and Ramsey 
roads, Anza.
 Dec. 14 — Medical aid, 

Fern Valley water elects offi cers
 At its Friday, Dec. 17 meeting, the Fern Valley Water 
District’s board chose offi cers for the next year: Ron Kor-
man as president; Charlie Wix as vice-president, Diana 
Johnson as secretary treasurer and Jessica Priefer as board 
secretary.

‘Only in Idyllwild’ stories sought
 The Town Crier’s well of Only in Idyllwild stories 
has run dry. Readers are invited to submit stories about 
things that could have only happened here. E-mail them 
to beth@towncrier.com or drop them by the Town Crier 
offi ce.

Strawberry Creek tumbled and roared this week, as seen here near Fern Valley Corners, as rain 
fell relentlessly on mountain communities.                                              Photo by Cid Castillo
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New FOR 2010!!
ANNUAL SITES for lease
Hiking • Swimming • Horseback Riding
Tent Camping • Recreational Activities

For Information Please Call 
951-659-4097 

or e-mail 
idmgr@equitylifestyle.com

Now Open to the Public

On upper Pine Crest, a short distance north of the Forest Service building.
For more information, call 659-4775

Christmas Eve
Candlelight 
Celebration

You are warmly invited to join us on Friday at 
4:30 or 6:00 pm for an extra special

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 659-4775

IDYLLWILD BIBLE CHURCH

Interview with Bob Romano: Part III
Editor’s note: This week’s column con-

cludes Bruce’s interview with Bob Romano 
of the Forest Service Volunteers Association 
(FSVA).

Bruce Watts: It seems the Forest Service is a lot less 
strict than the state about wilderness camping?

Bob Romano: That’s right. The state requires you 
to camp at a post site. But in our [U.S. Forest Service] 
wilderness, as long as you are 200 feet away from a trail, 
stream, meadow or another camper, you can pretty much 
pick out your own campsite.

Watts: So you have a rule about camping right next 
to someone else’s tent?

Romano: Right, you have to be at least 200 feet from 
that person. If you are going into the wilderness to camp 
and someone else is going into the wilderness to camp, 
neither of you wants to see the other. So hopefully you 
are going to fi nd places where you are not going to be 
able to see or hear someone else.
 I have actually been at a post site and somebody 
wanted to camp right next to me because they arrived 
late, about 10 p.m. It was already dark and they were 
afraid to go anywhere else because of the dark. So I 
told this one guy, “Why don’t you just go a little ways 
down below me here and you can camp down there. I 
don’t want you to put your tent right next to me. (I 
was laughing) This is a wilderness.”
 So it’s all about the education, that’s what the Forest 
Service is trying to do and that’s our biggest role. We 
are out there telling people what the rules are and why 
we have those rules and how they can be a better user 
of the forest.

Watts: As far as the patrolling end of it goes, I was 
aware of what they do because I talk to Joe Bressi and 
other FSVA members, but I really didn’t know much about 
the administrative functions of what you do here.

Romano: Right, we also have a parade unit that 
represents the Forest Service. They wear Forest Service 
uniforms and participate in different parades; but it is 
all about education. 

Outside Idyllwild
By Bruce Watts

: It seems the Forest Service is a lot less 

 Even the parade unit is representing the Forest Service 
to the public so they get a better understanding of what 
the Forest Service is. Rangers on horseback go back to 
even before the start of the Forest Service and to the 
days when they were just starting to manage the forests 
in our country, before the turn of the century. It’s neat 
to see people still on horseback doing ranger duty.

Watts: So what else would you like to say to my 
readers? What would you like to promote?

Romano: One thing I want to say is what we accom-
plished just this last year. We did 293 days of patrol-
ling last year. That means that somebody was out there 
anywhere from 6 to 12 hours. So 293 days there was 
somebody out there in the fi eld patrolling somewhere. We 
did 3,242 hours during that time, in wilderness-related 
hours. We had 32 wilderness volunteers that did that 
work and they were working trailheads, dispersing sites, 
working in the offi ce and patrolling — but they were all 
representing the wilderness doing a job. We also have a 
volunteer who has taken a lot of pictures on the forest 
and the San Jacinto Wilderness map has been redone.

Watts: My thanks to Bob Romano and all the members 
of the FSVA.

More information about the volunteers can be found 
at www.fsva.org

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 Mimi Lamp capped a 
6-month turn as Chamber 
president with a bittersweet 
resignation at the Chamber’s 
board of directors meeting 
on Monday, Dec. 20. Lamp 
and husband Don are taking 
a yearlong travel sojourn 
beginning in February.
 In handing over the 
presidency to Second Vice 
President Nick Todd, Lamp 
said she is confident the 

Lamp leaves Chamber presidency
present board will sustain 
the Chamber’s ascendancy, 
continuing the evolution 
of its web networking and 
promotional activities and 
its partnership with other 
Idyllwild associations, in 
particular the Idyllwild Busi-
ness Roundtable (IBRT). 
First Vice President Rich-
mond Blake, who would 
normally have acceded to 
the presidency until elec-
tions next year, declined the 
offi ce and will remain fi rst 
vice president. The board 

voted to seat web specialist 
Melissa Carver as a new 
director, maintaining the 
board at its present level of 
eight.
 Lamp’s presidency has 
been one of the most ac-
tive and effective in recent 
Chamber history. A year 
ago the Chamber had three 
directors, no money, fewer 
than 40 members and was 
facing very bleak prospects. 
Now the board has eight 
directors, 106 members, a 
volunteer-staffed visitor’s 

center, a professional and 
regularly updated website. 
Lamp fostered an atmo-
sphere of collegiality on 
her board and created a 
welcome atmosphere for at-
tendees at board meetings. 
 In other business, Todd 
said David Roy would com-
plete the Tree Monument by 
enclosing the base and cre-
ating a walkway and bench 
for photo opportunities.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

By Carey Powers
News Intern

 The  Animal  Rescue 
Friends have decided that 
Michael Nastro, a veteri-
narian who has practiced 
for six years, would be a 
good match for Idyllwild. 
He will be commuting from 
Los Angeles. With a great 
love of the mountains, he 
took this opportunity with 

ARF fi nds new vet 
the hope to both work 
and enjoy himself while 
in Idyllwild. He will visit 
every other week initially, 
and expand his practice 
as demand grows. He will 
offer mainly preventative 
care, which he feels is es-
sential to maintaining a 
pet’s health. He said he is 
looking forward to meeting 
the people of Idyllwild and 
helping their pets. 

New library hours
 The Idyllwild Library has changed its Wednesday 
hours from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. to 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Teresa 
Brouwer, branch manager, said that this time change 
would better serve the library’s patrons by creating 
more uniformity, as the library opens at 10 a.m. all 
other times. 
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Candlelighting 
Service

Friday, December 24th, 6:30 p.m.
We celebrate together this wonderful season 

of Love with joy and in peace 

SPECIAL MUSIC
Performers include: 

Elaine Balkman Latimer * John King
Phyllis Curington-Brown * Barbara Rayliss  

Melissa Maki * Bill Sheppard

                            
PEACE PRAYER

Friday Morning, December 31, 2010, 4 a.m.
Join hands, share hearts around the world

Spiritual Living Center
Idyllwild Religious Science * The Courtyard Building

659-3464 
www.spirituallivingcenter.net   info@spirituallivingcenter.net

Monday, January 3, 7:30 P.M. 
Alpine Woman’s Club

  2156 Alpine Blvd.
  ALPINE

Tuesday, January 4, 7:30 P.M.
 Palm Canyon Resort
 221 Palm Canyon Dr.
 BORREGO SPRINGS

 Thursday, January 6, 7:30 P.M.
 Caine Learning Center
 54385 Pinecrest Ave.

 IDYLLWILD

 Jean Kowal Jerome died 
Nov. 28, 2010. She was born 
Sept. 9, 1927 in Janesville, 
Wis., the youngest of the 
six children of Harry and 
Mary Kowal.
 After graduating from 
Janesvil le High School 
in 1945, she showed the 
adventurous independent 
commitment to service 
that would guide her life 
by enrolling immediately in 
Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center’s nursing program. 
On completion, she returned to Janesville, 
where she worked at Mercy Hospital. 
 She married local boy Bob Jerome in 
1948. In 1952 the young family moved 
to Southern California to follow Bob’s 
aerospace engineering career. It was here 
Jean raised their four children.
 When Bob and Jean’s marriage ended in 
1967, Jean and the children spent a year in 
Janesville, where Jean returned to nursing 
at Mercy Hospital. After the family moved 
back to California, Jean became coordina-
tor for the groundbreaking stroke unit at 
Santa Ana Community Hospital. 
 Jean’s deepening understanding of heal-
ing led her to end her hospital nursing 
career in 1976. After a perspective-restoring 
interlude as the hard-working owner/man-
ager of the Bluebird Motel in Idyllwild 
with second husband Jim McEwan, Jean 
returned to nursing, this time working 
with the pioneering Dr. Evarts Loomis at 
Meadowlark in Hemet, Calif., at the fore-

front of the holistic health 
movement.
 Jean was proud that all 
her children were as in-
dependent and unique as 
she was. She passed on 
her love of nature through 
long and memorable family 
hikes in the Grand Canyon 
and Yosemite. When others 
her age settled into retire-
ment, Jean embarked on 
great adventures: trekking 
in Nepal and living in 
a remote northern New 

Mexico village. She settled back in Idyllwild 
in 1997. 
 She was talented at arts and crafts, 
always helpful to anyone who needed it, 
displayed a great sense of humor, and 
played a speed solitaire no one who knew 
her dared bet against.
 Jean was preceded in death by her 
brothers, Ernie and George Kowal. She 
leaves behind many friends and family, 
including brothers Harry and Floyd Kowal; 
her sister, Olga Bodinar; children Jane Bell, 
Bob, Neal, and David Jerome; and her two 
beloved grandchildren, Christopher and 
Tess, who will always remember her as 
“the best grandma ever.”
 A celebration of Jean’s life will be 
held in Idyllwild and Janesville, in spring 
2011. Those interested in attending should 
contact David Jerome at (951) 306-8501 
for further information. In lieu of fl ow-
ers, contributions may be made in Jean’s 
memory to the Sierra Club.

Obituary
Jean Kowal Jerome

 Idyllwild resident Dr. 
Sam Crowell was recently 
honored as “Outstanding 
Professor for Excellence in 
Teaching” at the College of 
Education at California State 
University, San Bernardino. 
Dr. Crowell teaches the 
school’s internationally-rec-
ognized Masters in Holistic 
and Integrative Education 
program, as well as courses 
in philosophy, sociology of 
education, writing and in-
structional leadership.
 In June, he was a visiting 
professor at the Technologi-
cal University of Chile, where 
he taught higher education
courses in instructional 
leadership to 160 professors. 

Mountain folk
P.O. Box 692, Idyllwild, CA, 
92549. For further informa-
tion, contact Geri Peterson
at the Fairway Market …

 Aaron Erlandson, of 
Idyllwild, was named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall 2010 
semester LeTourneau Uni-
versity in Longview, Texas.
 
 To get a listing in “Moun-
tain folk,” visit www.towncri-
er.com, click on “News” in the 
menu at the top and click on 
“Submit a news item,” or stop 
by and fi ll out a news form. 
 To get your birthday listed, 
e-mail beth@towncrier.com 
or call (951) 659-2145, Ext. 
17, with the month and day.

This summer he will teach a 
course, “The Neurobiology 
of Stress: Implications for 
Educatiors,” at St. Michael’s 
College in Vermont …

Karen Hamilton, pro-
duce manager at the Fair-
way Market, has unfortu-
nately encountered a recent 
and severe medical episode 
during this holiday season. 
Her friend Clark Canfi eld, 
of San Diego, is organizing 
help for Karen. He extends 
his prayers for her full and 
speedy recovery. A “Get 
Well” support and recovery 
fund has been established 
for her.  All donations, cards 
or notes should be sent to 

 Overheard at a local 
Christmas caroling event: 
After singing a song about 
Christmas in the city, Cham-
ber of Commerce President 
Mimi Lamp smiled, gave a 
great sigh of satisfaction 

Only in Idyllwild
and said, “And we’re not 
there.”  The person next to 
her leaned over and said, 
“I’m from Pine Cove; this 
is the city.”
 Nancy Borchers

Idyllwild

 “Only in Idyllwild” may 
be sent one of four ways: e-
mail to beth@towncrier.com, 
call 659-2145, Ext. 17, fax to 
659-2071 or drop off at the 
offi ce, 54295 Village Center 
Drive.

Visit www.towncrier.com for more of
“Almost all of the news — Part of the time.”
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PH. 740-380-9800                       e-mail us at info@stimmelconstruction.com

DO YOU NEED MORE ROOM?

BASEMENT SOLUTIONS BY STIMMEL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Crawl Space 
Encapsulation 
or Concreting

Convert Your
Crawl Space to

a Basement

Basement
Remodeling
and Repairs

ATTENTION 
UNLICENSED CONTRACTORS 

AND HOMEOWNERS:
 “California Business and Professions (B&P) Code 
requires all home improvement jobs (grading, con-
struction, remodeling, landscaping, etc.) valued at 
more than $500 for labor and materials be done by 
an individual or company with a CSLB (Contractors 
State License Board) license, and that license number 
must be included in all advertisements for their con-
tracting services. ... The number is required by law 
to be printed on all contractor business and advertis-
ing documents, such as the bid, contract, print ad, or 
business card.” (This is not the same as a Riverside 
County Business Registration number, AKA: County 
Business License number.)
 “If you’re caught contracting (verbally or in writ-
ing, by bid or hourly) without a license, you will 
likely have to go in front of a judge to answer to mis-
demeanor charges, which carry a potential sentence of 
up to six months in jail and/or a $500 fi ne, and a po-
tential administrative fi ne of $200 to $15,000. If you 
get caught again, the penalties get stiffer. You could 
face a mandatory 90-day jail sentence as well as a fi ne 
of 20 percent of the contract price of the work per-
formed, or a $4,500 fi ne.”

Source: http//:www.cslb.ca.gov

Ask the person offering their services which license 
they hold, if any.

– PAID ADVERTISEMENT –

Idyllwild
          Community 
           Acupuncture 

(951) 659-2500
54445 N. Circle Drive

P.O. Box 1985
Idyllwild, CA 92549

Kristin Ethier
L.Ac., Dipl. OM
idyllwildcommunityacupuncture.com

Providing affordable 
care for the health 
of our community

Merry Christmas & 
A Happy New Year 

from your friends at the
Record Collector

Vintage Vinyl
54225 Pine Crest

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held at the Wildwood IGO7 
Gallery, the newest member of the Idyllwild Chamber of Com-
merce. Gallery owner Isaac Outland, center, cuts the ribbon 
being held by chamber directors Shawna Gustin, left, and 
Melissa Carver, right.                            Photo by Cid Castillo

Community calendar
 For the Idyllwild Arts & 
Entertain ment Calendar, see 
“On the Town,” on page  12.

      Wednesday, Dec. 22
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion 
Post 800, 54360 Marion View 
Dr.
 • Town Crier News Meeting, 
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café 
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
  • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard building)
 • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.
 • AWANA for ages 3 to fi fth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild 
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest 
Ave.
 • Codependents Anonymous 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual 
Living Center, Church of Reli-
gious Science, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building)

Thursday, Dec. 23
 • “Forgotten God,” Wom-
en’s Ministry Bible Study, 10 
a.m.-noon. Chapl in the Pines 
Church offi ce, 29430 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center.
 • Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. Mile 
High Fitness, 54423 Village 
Center Dr.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.
 • Lemon Lily Festival Steer-
ing Committee, 1 p.m. Idyllwild 
Nature Center, 25225 Hwy. 
243.

 • Narcotics Anonymous, 
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the 
Courtyard Building)
   
        Friday, Dec. 24
Note: For Christmas Eve church 
services, please see story on 
page 24.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30 
p.m. Idyllwild Community 
Presbyterian Church, Manse 
Alcove, Fellowship Hall, 54400 
North Circle Dr.
 • Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ 
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meet-
ing 7-9 p.m. Former Morning 
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center. Child care 
available. Call 659-0097 for in-
formation.
 

Saturday, Dec. 25
 • Stand in Silent Vigil for 
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence, 
noon. Town center. Call 659-
2718.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
7:30 p.m. Community Pres-
byterian Church, Fellowship 
Hall,  54400 North Circle Dr.

Sunday, Dec. 26
 • Peace Meditation Prac-
tice, 10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist 
Dharma Center, 53191 Moun-
tain View, Pine Cove. 
 • Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.  
Spiritual Living Center, Church 
of Religious Science, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard 
Building)
 • Alcoholics Anonymous,  

12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m., 
Rancho Encino Mountain 
Club, 45915 Orchard Road, 
Poppet Flats, across from Cal-
Fire Station 6.

Monday, Dec. 27
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon & 7:30 p.m. St. Hugh’s 
Episcopal Church, 25525 
Tahquitz Dr. 
 • Idyllwild Community 
Meditation, Session I: 5:30-6:30  
p.m.; Session II: 6:45-8 p.m.  
Idyllwild Yoga Studio. Call Val 
at 659-5750 for information.

Tuesday, Dec. 28
 • Valley Quilters Guild, 
9:30 a.m. 305 E. Devonshire, 
Hemet.
 • Fit After Fifty, 11 a.m. Mile 
High Fitness, 54423 Village 
Center Dr.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
AA Open Meeting & Big Book 
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living 
Center, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the 
Courtyard Building)
 • Healthy Lifestyle Class, 5:30 
p.m. optional weigh-in; health 
talk by Brenda Scherlis, 6 p.m. 
Silver Pines, 25955 Cedar St.

• Celebrate Recovery, 
Christ-centered 12-Step Study 
meeting, 6:30-8 p.m. Former 
Morning Sky School, 29375 
Hwy. 243, Mountain Center. 
Call 659-0097 for information.

  Wednesday, Dec. 29
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion 
Post 800, 54360 Marion View 
Dr.

 • Town Crier News Meeting, 
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café 
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
  • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard building)
 • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.
 • AWANA for ages 3 to fi fth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild 
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest 
Ave.
 • Codependents Anonymous 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual 
Living Center, Church of Reli-
gious Science, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building)

Community service hours
 • California Department of 
Forestry (bark beetle issues), 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
Mountain Resource Center 
25380 Franklin Dr., 659-3335.
 • Chamber of Commerce, 
54325 North Circle Dr., 12-3 
p.m. Monday-Saturday. 659-
3259.
 • Idyllwild HELP Center, 
26330 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-
noon & 1-3 p.m. Tuesday-Fri-
day. 659-2110.
 • Idyllwild Area Historical 
Museum, 54470 North Circle 
Dr., 11 a.m.-4 p.m.  Saturday 
& Sunday. Group tours by ap-
pointment. 659-2717.
 • Idyllwild Library, 54185 
Pine Crest Ave., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday & Friday, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday, 659-2300.
 • Idyllwild Nature Center, 

25225 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday.  
659-3850. 
 • Idyllwild Skate Park, 
Idyllwild Pines Camp, 26375 
Highway 243, 2:30 p.m.-dusk 
Wednesday & Thursday; 1:30 

p.m.-dusk Friday; noon-dusk 
weekends.
 • Idyllwild Transfer Station, 
28100 Saunders Meadow Rd,  8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Thursday-Mon-
day; Grinding Facility, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m. Monday-Friday. 
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How to reach us

Phone:
(951) 659-2145

or toll-free: 
1-888-535-6663

Fax: (951) 659-2071
E-mail: itc@towncrier.com

Web site: www.towncrier.com

When to reach us 

OFFICE HOURS
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Monday – Friday
Closed Saturday & Sunday    

DEADLINES MONDAY
News Items — 10 a.m. 
Classified Ads — Noon 
Display Ads — Noon

u
Grace Reed 

Publisher
J.P. Crumrine

Editor
Jim Crandall

Chief Operations Officer
u

Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter
Sandy Burns 

Classified, Service Directory  
& Legal Sales Advisor

James Larkin 
Production, Circulation

Shane Fender 
Advertising Sales

Beth Nottley 
Copy Editor,
Staff Reporter
Cid Castillo 

Staff Photographer
Juli Burleson
Accountant 

Wayne Parker
Newsstands

Contributors:
Lee Arnson
Jack Clark

Mike Esnard
Chris Fisher

Steve Hudson
Jenna Hunt

Conor O’Farrell
RMRU

Cihan Sesen
Bob Smith
Dave Stith

Bruce Watts
u

Please read your ad. 
We assume no responsibility 
for errors after first insertion.

 T h e  I D Y L LW I L D  T O W N 
CRIER (USPS 635260) is pub-
lished weekly for $29 per year 
in county and $33 per year out 
of county by the IDYLLWILD 
TOWN CRIER, P.O. Box 157, 
54295 Vi l lage Center  Dr. , 
Idyllwild, CA 92549. Periodical 
postage paid at Idyllwild, CA. 
Send subscription and change 
of address requests to the  
above address. Please allow up 
to two weeks for requests to take 
effect.

POSTMASTER:
 Send address changes to 
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER, P.O. 
Box 157, Idyllwild, CA 92549.
 All contents of the Idyllwild 
Town Crier are copyrighted by 
the Idyllwild Town Crier. Per 
copy, 75 cents (tax included). 
Single mailing of newspaper, 
$2.50.
This newspaper is printed on 

recycled paper.

How to get a letter published
 The Town Crier welcomes letters reflecting all 
opinions. Letters should be concise and to the point. 
They should be no longer than 400 words. Letters 
must be typewritten, double-spaced and in upper/
lower case (not in all caps). Letters must be signed 
(unless e-mailed) and must be identified with the 
writer’s name, address and weekday phone number. 
 Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be accepted. 
Letters of thanks are not accepted. A special adver-
tising rate is available for thank-you letters. Political 
letters cost 10 cents per word.  
 We reserve the right to reject or edit letters for 
length, taste, clarity or frequency of submission. Let-
ters do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Town 
Crier staff. Letters may be submitted in person, by 
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.
com).  

Editorials, letters to the editor, guest editorials and car-
toons reflect the opinions of the authors and not neces-
sarily the Town Crier or Tindle Publications.

Readers write
Enjoyed  
Winterfest
Editor:
 Kudos to all the people 
who planned and worked 
on the Winterfest. Last 
Tuesday night we, and 
many other locals, visited 
the nine inns having open 
house. What a fun and fes-

tive time. Later in the week 
I spoke to a visitor from 
Canada who went to the 
Soupe event and loved it. 
 There seemed to be 
something for everyone. I 
hope this will be the first 
of many such events.

Janice Fast 
& Mo Farrell

Idyllwild

Happy Holidays from  
all of us at the Town Crier

Open restaurants
 Hill restaurants that will be open for Christmas Eve, Friday, Dec. 24 and Christ-
mas Day, Saturday, Dec. 25: 

Arriba Mexican Restaurant:
 8 a.m.-8 p.m. both days
Bone Daddyz: 7 a.m.-2 a.m. 

Christmas Eve; closed 
Christmas Day

Café Aroma: 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Christmas Eve; 5-10 p.m. 
Christmas Day

The Creek House: 4 p.m. to 
close Christmas Eve; 2-7 
p.m. Christmas Day

Gary’s Deli: 10:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Christmas Eve; 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. Christmas 
Day

Gastrognome: 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Christmas Eve; 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. Christmas Day

Goodtimes Pub & Grill: 11 
a.m.-8 p.m. Christmas Eve. 

Closed Christmas Day
The Greek Place: 11:30 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. Christmas Eve; 
Closed Christmas Day

Hidden Village Chinese: 
11:30 a.m.-9 p.m. both 
days

Higher Grounds Coffee 
House:  7  a .m.-9 p.m. 
Christmas Eve; 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. or later Christmas 
Day

Idyll Awhile Wine Shoppe 
& Bistro: 11:30 a.m.-6 
p.m. Christmas Eve; closed 
Christmas Day

Idyllwild Tea Company: 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. Christmas Eve; 
closed Christmas Day

Jo’An’s Restaurant & Bar: 

7 a.m.-8 p.m. Christmas 
Eve; 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Christ-
mas Day

Little Chef in the Forest: 
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Christmas 
Eve; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Christ-
mas Day

Lumber Mill Bar & Grill: 
11:30 a.m.-8 p.m. Christ-
mas Eve; closed Christmas 
Day

Mile High Cafe: 7 a.m.-8 
p.m. Christmas Eve; 9 a.m.-
8 p.m. Christmas Day

Nature’s Wisdom: 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Christmas Eve, noon-
5 p.m. Christmas Day

Red Kettle: 6:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Christmas Eve; closed 
Chrismas Day

Holiday closings
 Hill businesses and institutions that will be closed Friday, Dec. 24, to observe 
Christmas:

Fern Valley Water District 
 (also Monday, Dec. 27)
Hemet Unified School 
 District
Idyllwild Library
 (also Saturday, Dec. 25)

Idyllwild Water District  
 (also Thursday, Dec. 23)
Mt. San Jacinto State Park
 (also Saturday, Dec. 25)
Pine Cove Water District
 (also Monday, Dec. 27)

Riverside County offices
Town Crier 
 (also Thursday afternoon, 

Dec. 23)
U.S. Forest Service 
  (also Saturday, Dec. 25)

 These will be open:
Area post offices 
 (closed at 1:30 p.m.)
BBVA Compass 
 (closed at 2 p.m.; and
 closed Saturday, Dec. 25)
Country Farms 
 (open Saturday, Dec. 25)
Fairway Market 
 (closed Saturday, Dec. 25)

Idyllwild Health Center
 (closed at 1 p.m.)
Idyllwild Pharmacy 
 (closed Saturday, Dec. 25)
Idyllwild Transfer Station
 (closed Saturday, Dec. 25)
Mountain Harvest Market
 (a l so  open Saturday,  

Dec. 25, until 2 p.m.

Mountain Top Liquor 
 (also open Saturday, Dec. 

25)
Pine Cove Market 
 (also open Saturday, Dec. 

25 until 1 p.m.)
Village Market 
  (also open Saturday, Dec. 25 

until 2 p.m.)

Mr. Funny Guy               by Chris Fisher

Front row: Juli Burleson, Sandy Burns and Beth Nottley. Back row: Cid Castillo,  
James Larkin, Shane Fender, J.P. Crumrine, Marshall Smith, Grace Reed and Jim 
Crandall.

Second Spruce Moose cookbook
 Due to the success of their first cookbook, The Spruce 
Moose has decided to continue the fun. You may sub-
mit a limit of three favorite recipes to the shop, to PO 
Box 1820, or to SpruceMooseGifts@msn.com. Based on 
total response, Spruce Moose will try to use as many 
as possible. For each book sold, $2 will be donated to 
the ICRC/Idyllwild Community Playground Project. 
Deadline for submissions is Jan. 31, 2011, with a print 
goal of mid to late spring. 
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Dr. Patricia James
Accepting New Patients

   Internal Medicine 
   & Primary Care

       University Park Village
36-921 Cook Street, Ste. 102

Palm Desert, CA 92211
(760) 836-9066

ACCEPTING MEDICARE
 & MOST INSURANCES

Scheduling appointments now
Conveniently located near Cook and Hwy 10

Thank you Idyllwild
Last class for

FIT AFTER FIFTY
Thursday, Dec. 30, 2010

—  Sandy Weber

Coming in January
More Reasons To 

~ Shop Idyllwild ~
 

Starting at just $100 per month.
Various area sizes. No Lease Required.

Utilities Included. Space is limited.
You do need a Retail Sales Permit.
54875 N. Circle, Next to The Cave

See Steve at Bubba’s Books or The Cave,
or call 659-4925 and leave message.

Set up your own indoor 
retail shop, gallery, etc.

Youth talk 
By Cid Castillo, Staff Photographer  

If you had all the money in the world, what 
would you buy your parents for Christmas?

Sami Cunningham
Kindergarten

“I would buy my parents 
a big van, we need a big, 

new van.”

Daniel Williams
Fourth grade

“I would buy my mom a 
necklace, a necklace with a 

cross.”

Dilyn Selkirk
Third grade  

“I would buy my mom a 
big house full of Coca Cola.  
She loves Coca Cola stuff.”

Molly Schellenberg 
Third grade

“Defi nitely a new cell 
phone. And, no, I don’t 
have my own cell phone 

yet.”

The Idyllwild Rotary Club presented the Idyllwild Community 
Recreation Council (ICRC) a check for $10,000 which will be 
used to build the Idyllwild Community Playground. The local 
Rotary chapter donated $5,000, then Club Secretary Trisha 
Clark, second from right, applied for a matching grant from 
Rotary International.  From left, Emily White, Claudia Posey 
and Dawn Sonnier accept the check for ICRC from Clark and 
Idyllwild Rotary President Danny Richardson (far right).

Photo by Cid Castillo

Winter
 We have now offi cially entered winter. We 
have already had snow, a good deal of rain 
and fog, and an early blast of cold. Winter 
changes the way we interact with the envi-
ronment, pushing most of us indoors. The 
clouds can completely take away our views 
of the mountains and forest, further limiting our contact. 
Most of us just want to stay warm and, if we don’t have 
to be anywhere, curl up with a good book or in front of 
a football game. Activity slows, the days are short, and 
nature seems to put a premium on conserving energy, 
being still and being inward.
 Yet we have bursts of sun and energy. When storms clear 
we get the bluest skies imaginable, framing snowy peaks 
and alpine forest. Clear winter days can be breathtakingly 
beautiful up here, and nature pulls us outside to see new 
forms and colors. Summer pines can fade into the forest 
green, each indistinguishable from its neighbors. 
 Winter pines can hold yards of snow on their branches, 
displaying their unique shapes, with the contrast of white 
snow and green bough adding a striking palette. Oaks 
follow a different path, dropping “summer’s empire” as 
Joni Mitchell sang, revealing their architectures in all 
their unique and adaptive complexities. And lower in the 
forest, but not forgotten, lies manzanita, whose lustrous 
red/brown bark when wet can warm the dreariest, fog-
shrouded day.
 Rain and snow slow things down and can make get-
ting places treacherous, but they are also the condition 
that allows us to live here. All the water we use falls out 
of our sky, the great majority in our winter storms. We 
don’t pipe water from the Colorado or the California 
aqueduct — we use the water we fi nd in streams and in 
the mountain to make our lives here possible, just as the 
trees and animals do. 

See Forest, page 22

Fire and forest
By Mike Esnard, Mountain Communities Fire Safe 

Council president
Enjoying winter holidays on the Hill …

Obviously we are experiencing one of 
the longest rainstorms in recent history in 
Southern California. It is a “warm” storm 
but by the time this is published we may 
have snow at our elevation, so here are a 
few suggestions: 
 If you wish to track the storm on your computer, the 
abc7.com site has many weather threads including the same 
Doppler radar that they use on their news broadcasts. It 
is easy to navigate and the Doppler radar is extremely ac-
curate for our area.
 If you need sandbags, they are available at Forest Lumber, 
Village Hardware and IFPD [Idylwild Fire Department].
 Do not hesitate to call 9-1-1 if you become isolated 
by snow, fl ooding or falling trees. Even if the mitigation 
of the problem is not IFPD’s responsibility, we will get 
you the proper help that you need.
 If candles are part of your holiday celebrations, please 
be very careful that they are mounted fi rmly so they can-
not fall over. Obviously, keep all fl ame sources away from 
your Christmas tree and extinguish all candles before 
leaving your home for any reason. 

See Chief, page 22

Chief’s Corner
By IFPD Fire Chief Norm Walker

 If you wish to track the storm on your computer, the 
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Alhatti Private Christian Resort
A private Christian setting • Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2066 • www.alhatti.com

Edelweiss Lodge • www.1cabin4u.com
Romantic cabins • Kitchens • Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

The Bluebird Cottage Inn
on 3 ac. • www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com • Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2696

Check out our Lodging Directory 
Web site at www.towncrier.com

25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

Lodging
Directory of Idyll wild

The Fireside Inn & Cabins • Fireplaces,     
TV/DVD players, pets welcome • 1-877-797-3473 
54540 North Circle Dr. • www.thefi reside-inn.com

Quiet Creek
Top Rated • Views • Creek • Pets • Spas • Fireplaces • Clean!
26345 Delano Dr. • www.quietcreekinn.com • 800-450-6110

Fern Valley Vacation Rentals     
Private Vacation Cabins • (951) 663-0527 
www.fernvalleyvacationcabins.com • vacationcabins@live.com

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fel low ship
 Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer. 

Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 10am 
plus Weekly Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038. 

On Hwy 243 at Morning Sky School in Mountain Center.

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school, 

10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m. 
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to 

the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

Community Presbyterian Church

Idyllwild Bible Church
25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott. 
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship. 
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m. 

Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.

Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday 
Call Church Offi ce for Information. 659-4775

Shiloh Christian Ministries
~ FULL GOSPEL ~

2 
Ser

vi
ce

s

Spiritual Living Center

Churches and Spiritual 
Centers Directory  

of Idyllwild

54400 N. Circle Dr.  659-2935 • Rev. Richard Olson
Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.

Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~ 
Child care available • Wednesday: Men's Breakfast – 6:15 a.m.

Queen of Angels Roman Cath o lic Church
54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA

Father Charles E. Miller
Winter Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.; 

Sat. 4 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.; 
Confession: Sat. 3:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

Idyllwild Religious Science
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard Building) 659-3464.

Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday ser vice, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.; 

Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays.

54968 Upper Pine Crest
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416

Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm
International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild

First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561

Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi.

SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch.  Meditation 

instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info.   www.zmc.org

St. Hugh’s
Rev. Gordon Scheible • Sunday Service, 10:00 am

Episcopal Church
An Anglican House of Prayer for all people

25525 Tahquitz Dr. (in Fern Valley off South Circle Dr.)
Phone (951) 659-4471

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 The Dec. 14 meeting of 
the Idyllwild Fire Protec-
tion Commission focused 
predominantly on fi nancial 
issues. While the 2008-09 
audit approval was deferred 
to the January meeting, the 
commission did discuss 
efforts to make prior year 
adjustments, the current 
year’s budget and the ambu-
lance fee billing contract.
 Through the first five 
months of the fi scal year, 
IFPD has had to draw 
upon its reserves to pay 
expenses. Through No-
vember, the district had 
used about $300,000 of its 
total $438,000 in reserves. 
Beginning in December, 
Riverside County will send 
the fi rst property tax and 
assessment payment, which 
will reverse the declining 
trend and help restore the 
reserves.
 Local resident Leigh 
Humphries has volunteered 
to help the department 
with its accounting back-
log, Walker told the com-
mission. He provided a 
two-page summary of her 
assistance to date and said 
he expects the fi nancial data 
to be ready for the 2009-10 
audit shortly. The commis-

IFPD postpones 
audit acceptance

sion postponed accepting 
the 2008-09 audit until 
January when this work is 
competed. 
 However, in a separate 
letter to the board, for-
mer auditor Smith Marion 
identifi ed four issues, which 
they described as material 
misstatements: 
 • Post audit adjustments 
for 2004 through 2008;
 • Accrue current year 
accrued vacation as a li-
ability;
 • Properly record capital 
assets;
 • Correct for postings 
across multiple funds.
 In their letter, Smith 
Marion said IFPD “man-
agement determined that 
their effects [of the mis-
statements] are immaterial, 
both individually and in the 
aggregate to the fi nancial 
statements.”
 In other business, the 
commission approved a 
new contract with Com-
plete Bil l ing and Data 
Management to collect its 
ambulance and medical 
fees. Walker told the board 
that the contract had not 
been revised or reviewed 
for 6-1/2 years until this 
fall. The new contract was 
approved 5-0.
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 The 2010 year ended 
well for Idyllwild Water 
District (IWD). During a 
Dec. 14 meeting, the board 
reviewed the current bud-
get, discussed the current 
water status and agreed to 
use the Jan. 18, 2011 meet-
ing to decide the agency’s 
goals and objectives for 
next fi scal year, July 1, 2011 
through June 30, 2012.
 Nearly halfway through 
the current fiscal year, 
IWD’s total net income 
is $19,250. Revenues have 
been slightly less than bud-
geted and lower water de-
mand has contributed to 
this result.
 In November, water sales 
revenue was $3,000 less 
than IWD Auditor and 
Controller Jim Ludy had 
estimated last June. Ac-
tual sales volume was 7.6 
percent less than expected. 
Both commercial and resi-
dential use has declined 
equally, he added. 
 Currently, expenses are 
ahead of the projected bud-
get level — approximately 
$23,000 in water and $7,500 
in the sewer fund, a total of 
4.9 percent.
 Water supplies continue 
to be good, according to 
General Manager Terry 
Lyons.

IWD to set goals in January
 Foster Lake water level 
is 12.5 feet, substantially 
above a year ago when it 
was at 1.5 feet and in 2008 
when it rested at 7.5 feet. 
For most of IWD’s wells, 
the ground water levels are 
above the November 2009 
levels. For example, the 
water level for well no. 26 
at the Nature Center is 23 
below ground level and a 
year ago is was 29.5 feet 
below the surface.
 Water production in 
November was 15.5 percent 
less than 2009. Since Janu-
ary, water production is 
10.1 million gallons (11.2 
percent) less than the 90.6 
million produced during 
the fi rst 11 months of 2009.  
Both Fern Valley and Pine 
Cove water districts are 
experiencing declines in 
water consumption, but 
IWD’s drop is the great-
est. 
 The Board also agreed to 
put a decision about 2011-
12 goals and objectives 
on the January meeting 
agenda.
 “The board is a team of 
fi ve individuals committed 
to providing guidance to 
the district regarding the 
allocation of time and ef-
fort,” Board President Allan 
Morphett said in response 
to a question about the 
value of this effort. 
 Having a list of goals 

provides a road map for 
staff and directors,” Lyons 
said. “When you don’t have 
a vision then there isn’t any 
direction and you become 
lost without a road map. 
You continue to deal only 
with day-to-day issues.”
 Both Morphett and Ly-
ons pointed to the district’s 
successful use of solar pow-
er at Foster Lake as an 

example of the usefulness 
of setting priorities and 
getting results.
 The Jan. 18 and Febru-
ary 2011 meetings will start 
at 6 p.m. rather than the 
normal 7 p.m. start time. 
Both will still be in the 
IWD conference room.
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 
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26330 Highway 243 • P.O. Box 660 • (951) 659-2110

951-659-2744
Cell 951-233-9648

PO Box 3010, Idyllwild, CA 92549

athyK alkinH
Reverend

Interfaith & Non-Denominational Weddings

A thank you from everyone at the HELP Center
 A special holiday thanks to all who have contributed to helping our local fami-
lies:
 Pine Cove Property Owners, Veronica and David Alt of MDP, the Community 
Presbyterian Church, California Highway Patrol, Mountain Quilters, Idyllwild As-
sociation of Realtors (especially Emily and Lucie), CA State Senator Bill Emmerson, 
Supervisor Jeff Stone, Idyllwild Bible Church, Cheri Patterson and Mark Spehar and 
Pine Cove Station 23, Idyllwild Soroptomists, BBVA Compass Bank,  Fairway Market, 
Tahquitz Pines Camp, Idyllwild Pines Camp, Doug and Mary Austin Foundation, 
Mountain Community Fire Safe Council “Woodies,” The ladies of Creative Craft-
ers, CAL FIRE, the Inns of Idyllwild, and all the loving and wonderful angels who 
provided a bounty of gifts through our Angel Trees.  
 The outpouring of love and generosity from this little town is the very best 
Christmas message that anyone could hope for. Thank you, thank you, thank you 
one and all.

HELP Center Wish List
 Our utility fund is what keeps the lights on and the heat on for many families 
here. We especially welcome winter donations that are dedicated directly to the 
utility fund. 

Happy holidays to all from all of us at the HELP Center

HELP Center Hours:
Monday Closed 

(available for emergencies only)
Tuesday – Friday 

9 a.m. – Noon 
& 1 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  Closed

Thrift Store Hours:
Monday Closed

Tuesday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Donations are always welcome 
Tuesday-Sunday

Highway 243 Offi ce
26115 Suite A, Scenic Hwy 243

Muirs Mountain Realty

MLS
Marge Muir
Broker-Owner
Cell: 951-440-0114
Offi ce: 951-659-8335
Fax: 951-659-5380
DRE#0635890
margemuir@idyllwild.com
www.muirsmountain.com

The Corner Lodge in Idyllwild
Your mountain home away from home

www.vrbo.com/51598

Mary Austin
“Scholarships and Grants”

 Idyllwild, California

54295 North Circle Drive
(951) 659-2125, Ext. 17

1-800-760-2816
www.idyllwildproperty.com

steve@idyllwildproperty.com

STEVE TAYLOR
REALTOR® Associate
Cell: (951) 288-1945

54545 N. Circle Dr.                    Phone: 951-659-1911
www.mountainhighescrow.com

JoAnn S. Graham, CSEO

Sue Westfall, ESCROW ASSISTANT

Over 30 years of Escrow ExperienceOver 30 years of Escrow ExperienceOver 30 years of Escrow Experience
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Responsive - Reliable - Results

(951) 927-6852

Acorn Pest Control

Call Today for 
a Free Estimate

PR#5386

Only 4-Wheel Drive Company on the Hill!
Workers Comp. Insured

State licensed Pest Control Co.

Tired of High Prices?
Poor Service?

1695 South State St.
San Jacinto, 
CA 92583

(951) 652-6854
(800) 368-0008

Let Ballard Gas Service take 
care of your propane needs.

www.ballardgas.com

HEMET VALLEY MORTUARY
Dignifi ed • Caring • Professional

Family Operated
• Complete Funeral Arrangements and Cremation Services

• Pre-Arrangement Counseling
• Out-Of-Town Arrangements
• Riverside National Cemetery

Finer Service At Lower Cost
403 N. San Jacinto St. (951) 658-4433 • Hemet, Calif. 92543

Lic.# FD 833 Matthew & Vicki McWane

Terry Griner
General Building & Engineering Contractor

License# 530771 A&B

P.O. Box 1692 - Idyllwild, CA 92549

951-659-5660 Offi ce      951-659-0053 Fax

GRINER CONSTRUCTIONI

A pack of letters that 
  Kris Kringle him-
self let the Town 

Crier borrow.
  Instead of bringing you 
the usual news stories that 
fi ll these pages each week, 
we like to take a breather 
each year and let you look 
at the season through the 
eyes of the children in our 
community. 
  These letters are from 
the special Santa mail-
box at the Idyllwild Post 
Offi ce. The spellings 
(and misspellings) are 
the original work of the 
youngsters. We have not 
changed anything, and we 
sincerely hope we read all 
the names correctly. 
  Our thanks to the busi-
nesses that made these 
pages possible for you 
to enjoy.

Dear Santa,
 I would like a Bar-
bie Doll. I promise 
I’ll give you cookies.
Love,
Becky Fourroux

Dear Santa,
My name is 
Kyleigh Grace I 
am Five years old. My 
brothers name is Jaydon he 
is two. I have been a good 
girl this year. I always say 

sorry to my baby brother 
when I do something wrong. 
We got our tree and deco-
rated our house for you to 
see. We have lots of presents 
already under the tree. For 
Christmas I would like woody, 
Buzz and slinky dog. They are 
from the movie Toy Story. My 
baby brother would also like 
woody, Buzz and a cool car. 
I’m waiting Paitiently for you 
to come so pleae come to 
my house first. Please tell the 
reindeers I said, “hi” especially 
Rudolph he’s my favorite. 

we love you very much Santa. 
Merry Christmas
Kyleigh & Jaydon

Santa
I love Santa. I hope my 
momma gets feel better. I love 
my sister & my brother. I love 
myself. I would like a Vador. 
What’s a vador?
love, Cole

Hi Santa. My brothers name 
is Timothy. I think he wants 
like a different star wars 
game. I wud like a princess 
doll please.
Love, Kylie

Santa
I love my daddy and papa 
& Grandma & my sister And 
I like a GI Joe toy. Your 

reindeer are very cool. 
That’s it. 
love, James

santa
We watched “Charlotte’s web” 
She was starting to die. Is 
charlotte with you? I like 
your reindear. Can I have a 
klidascope?
maddie

Dear Santa,
I would like a big candy cane 
and some wii Points and a 
marble run
Merry christmas
Love Phillip Fourroux.

Merry Christmas!
Dear Santa
I love you 
I am 31/2 years Old 
I want a comporet and a bat 
Daddy
is Good Too
Aislynn Rae Hoefman

I want a Christmas present. 
Christmas. Dad and my Sister 
and my Mom. I love them. I 
would like a Robot toy please.
Love. Chloe

Poppy Mashu. Poppy Mashu. 
I love Snoopy, Annie. I want 
ummmm Annie for Christmas 
please.
Tyler

Santa
Do you like popcorn? I love 
popcorn. I would like a fake 
phone for Christmas please.
TYla

SAnta,
Umm. Car, freight. Like my 
cool rocks. I went on a ride 
and you were there. I would 
like umm. tank.
Love, Jozeph

santa
Do your reindeer sleep in the 
North Pole? Do you like hot 
chocolate. I would like a small 
unicorn costume please.
meiLi

santa
I’m good. I’m nice. I’m big, 
how many reindeer do you 
have? I would like Santa Claus 
for Christms please.
Love, B.rady

Dear Santa,
I would like sidehack bike the 
other thing I would like is an 
American girl doll. Her name 
is Julie. My brother would like 
a sidehack bike too
love,
Payton
second grade


