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HUSD event is Friday.
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William Kingston Tell
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More than 160 kids and parents from Sky Mountain Charter School were
guests of the Idyllwild Nature Center on Tuesday, Jan. 18. The large num-
ber of visitors were divided into manageable groups, such as the one here with

Bob Haine, top right, Nature Center volunteer.

Handicapped kids
to play football

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

n Friday, Jan. 28,
football memories
of a lifetime will

be made in the minds of
more than 200 severely
handicapped Hemet Uni-
fied School District (HUSD)
students, five from Idyllwild,
when they score touch-
downs during the Sixth An-
nual Super Kids Bowl held
at West Valley High School.
The kids will play against
the school’s championship
football team, the Mustangs,
as they are cheered on by
West Valley’s cheer squad
that just took first place at
the USA Regional Cheer-
leading Competition.

Idyllwild School Princi-
pal Matt Kraemer started
the program when he was
principal at the district’s
Little Lake Elementary
School in Hemet. He said,
he got the inspiration for
its creation after watching
a documentary on ESPN
about handicapped children
playing sports. “l saw how
engaged the kids were in the
games and the joy on their
faces while they played and
I said to myself, ‘I can make
that happen for our kids,”
he recalled.

At Friday’s game, each
player gets to make a touch-
down against the Mustangs.
Some will roll across the
end zone in their wheel-
chair and guide dogs for

Photo by Cid Castillo

the blind will escort some
into the end zone, but they
will all get there. Principal
Kraemer said, it gives the
kids a chance to feel the
excitement of participating
in an organized sport.

The program has grown
over the years and this year
has been expanded to in-
clude handicapped high
school students. Principal
Kraemer credits HUB In-
ternational, the district’s
insurance broker, and
SchoolsFirst Credit Union
with providing financial
support that helps fund bus
transportation for students,
T-shirts for the players and
an 8x10 photo for each to
keep as a memento.

See Football, page 15

PC Market
to close

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

mid rumors of a go-
ing-out-of-business
sale on merchandise

at Pine Cove Market and
Gas, owner Ahmed Aly con-
firmed on Monday, Jan.
24 that he plans to close
the business by week’s end
or as soon as he sells his
inventory.

Aly said that shortly after
he took over the business in
June, Riverside County Code
Enforcement personnel told
him that planning permits
for all the businesses on the
property — the market, gas
station and now defunct me-
chanic shop — were never
obtained by the landlord,
Howard Friedman.

Aly said that although
he is willing to share the

estimated $14,000 cost of ob-
taining the needed permits
with the landlord, Friedman
has refused to discuss the
situation. Aly said he cannot
afford to bear the burden
alone, and that Friedman has
a responsibility to obtain the
permits. “When you lease
out a space, you have to have
a valid planning permit,” he
said.

In a terse telephone in-
terview, Friedman said he
had “no comment” about
the matter and refused to
say if he plans to lease the
property to someone else
after Aly vacates.

“The community will lose
a convenience store and four
employees will lose their
jobs,” Aly said.

Beth Nottley can be
reached at beth@towncrier.
com.

More local
credit fraud

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

he Town Crier has
received additional
reports of credit card

fraud resulting from likely
card skimming and cloning.
The new fraudulent charges
were posted to four differ-
ent individual credit card
accounts from early De-
cember through mid-Janu-
ary. Currently, readers have
made us aware of about 20
incidents bearing similar
characteristics: card never
out of possession of the
owner, off-Hill purchases
made using what bank is-

suers have deemed “cloned
cards and some common-
ality of Hill locations at
which cards were used be-
fore fraudulent use.

Prior to the most recent
charges, previous fraudulent
uses clustered around Oct.
11 and occurred at mostly
upscale retailers in the San
Diego area. In the past six
weeks, additional fraudulent
charges totaling more than
$2,500 have been posted on
four different cardholders’
accounts, expanding areas of
use from San Diego and Los
Angeles counties to Nevada,
Michigan and New York.

See Credit cards, page 4
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News of record

Fire log

Hill fire stations respond-
ed to the following calls,
Monday to Sunday, Jan. 17
to Jan. 23, 2011:

Idyllwild Fire Department
and Ambulance

Jan. 17 — Four walk-in
medical aids.

Jan. 18 — Medical
aid, North Circle Drive,
Idyllwild.

Jan. 18 — Dispatched
and canceled en route, High-
way 74 at mile marker 75,
Mountain Center.

Jan. 19 — Medical aid,
Cedar Street, Idyllwild.

Jan. 20 — Medical aid,
Saunders Meadow Road,
Idyllwild.

Jan. 22 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

Jan. 22 — Medical aid,

Riverside County Fire,
Pine Cove
Nothing to report.

Riverside County Fire,
Garner Valley

Jan. 19 — Fire menace
standby, 53000 block of
Highway 74, Garner Valley.

Riverside County Fire,
Pinyon
Log unavailable.

Riverside County Fire,
Anza
Log unavailable.

CHP log

The resident post of the
California Highway Patrol
responded to the follow-
ing call from Monday to
Sunday, Jan. 17 to 23. This
may not be a complete list

At Saturday’sboard meeting, the HELP Center announced new
officers for the year. They will be (from left) Dick Hadik, trea-
surer; MargaretMary Leusch, secretary; DeannaCollins, vice
president; Kathy Halkin, past president (ex-officio); and Lou
Bacher, the new president.  Photo courtesy of Kathy Halkin

. Y,
Monument carver David Roy takes care of another minor
detail, removing a 2x4 board he put in as a brace dur-
ing the move last November on the town’s “Harmony”
monument in the center of town. Photo by Cid Castillo
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Temecula Drive, Idyllwild.  of responses:

Jan. 23 — Medical aid,
Saunders Meadow Road,
Idyllwild.

Jan. 23 — Medical
aid, Meadow Glen Road,
Idyllwild.

Jan. 23 — Unauthorized
burning, lower Pine Crest
Avenue, Idyllwild.

Jan. 20 — Two-vehicle,
noninjury traffic collison,
Highway 74 west of Carrizo
Road, Anza.

Sheriff’s log

Nothing to report.

Crafters display at library

The Idyllwild Library is displaying the work of local artists
and crafters. Items range from pottery, button art and crafts
to knitted items. Also on display are a collection of rare and
unusual buttons. The display will run through April.

susaru TTUE Love@

palmsprings
mmmmsubaru

Cathedral City Auto Center
Hwy 111 and Perez Road

67-925 East Palm Canyon
(760) 318-4700

& SUBARLU.

2010 SUBARU

IMPREZA

2.5 Premium Package

*$19,059

*After $1,500 cash back dealer incentive
As low as

1 . 9% interest

for 36 months on
approved credit

= All-Wheel Drive standard

= 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
< 6 standard airbags

< 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
< All-weather package

Stock #: 207084
Vin #: AH809409
Model #: ALD-11
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One of the oldest businesses on the Hill, the Idyllwild Gift
Shop, which was opened in 1946, recently joined the Idyllwild
Chamber of Commerce. A ribbon-cutting ceremony was
held last Friday. The shop is owned by Judy Begin, second
from right. Chamber Directors Melissa Carver, left, and
Mike Lackey, right, hold the ribbon.  Photo by Cid Castillo

= All-Wheel Drive standard
= 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
= 6 standard airbags

2011 SUBARU
< 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine

L EGAc l < All-weather package

2.51 Premium Package = Power moon roof

$23,219

Stock #: 217041

As low as Vin #: B3223657

1 9% Model #: BAD-06
.

interest

for 36 months on
approved credit %

* Automatic

® 4-wheel ABS

* Subaru Boxer engine

¢ All-Wheel Drive standard

® Most award-winning small SUV

2011 SUBARU

FORESTER
$22,194

As low as

1 . 9% interest

for 36 months on
approved credit

Stock #: 217090
Vin #: BH721708
Model #: BFB-21

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Available through February 1, 2011.
www.palmsprings.subaru.com

Férst Choice
rae™\ HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

(951) 780-8171

\_ State Lic# 260795 « Since 1969 « Fully Insured  /

Idyllwild Weather

From the National Weather Service

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
1/27 1/28 1/29 1/30 1/31
57/31 58/29 57/31 56/31 57/31
Sunny. Sunny. Sunny. Mostly sunny. | Mostly sunny.

Idyllwild this year
Date High Low M S

Idyllwild last year
High Low M S

1-17 73 40 55 23
1-18 71 40 42 37
1-19 61 37 42 25 9 5
1-20 61 34 39 30 .10 2
1-21 63 32 41 32 159 1
1-22 62 33 34 27 21 1
1-23 62 32 36 24 .25 2
Moisture in inches Snow in inches
To date this season (ldy): 20.23 To date this season (Idy): 11.4

To date last season (ldy): 13.71
Total last season (ldy): 23.61
To date this season (PC): 24.31 To date this season (PC): 17
Total last season (PC):  30.92 Total last season (PC): 725

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m.
at the Idyllwild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are mea-
sured by resident George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture
inches include all precipitation such as rain, melted hail
and melted snow.

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at
1-800-427-7623.

To date last season (Idy): 24.01
Total last season (Idy): 35.91
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Outside Idyllwild

By Bruce Watts

A historical hike ...

Way back in September 1976, | was
getting ready to leave Idyllwild for the
warmer climes of Maui, Hawaii. My friend §/
Mike Van Zee and | decided to go on a ||
four-day backpack and hike to San Jacinto
Peak. This was to be my last hurrah in Idyllwild because
| had no intention of ever living in Idyllwild again.

| had spent the summer months working at ISO-
MATA, now Idyllwild Arts Academy. Since the campus
was only open in the summer, | was ready to move on
to the tropics. A one-way ticket to Hawaii back then
was about $100, which is roughly equal to the amount
of cash | had left after buying my ticket.

Although | was in very good physical shape then,
my backpacking skills were about as advanced as my
financial planning. When it came to gearing up for
our hike, we ended up with a bunch of cast off packs
and sleeping bags. We hiked in Levis, cotton tees and
tennis shoes.

The late September weather wasn’t in our planning
either. Any Idyllwilder knows the weather can turn from
hot and dry to cold and rainy at any time.

Thinking back on it now we were a rescue waiting
to happen. We were in our mid-twenties and we really
didn’t think much about what would happen if the
weather changed.

Our first day out started off sunny and warm. We
decided to head for San Jacinto Peak. Although I had
been hiking in the local mountains for three years, |
believe this would be my first trip to San Jacinto Peak.
After much huffing and puffing on the final mile or so
of the ascent, we reached the cabin on the summit as the
clouds moved in and the temperature started to drop.

At that time, the cabin was in good shape. The
fireplace wasn’t bricked up and emergency food and
water were available as well. Not knowing that we
were not supposed to sleep in the cabin unless it was
an emergency, we made ourselves at home. We built a
cozy fire and had a hot meal before bedding down in
the bunk beds.

We awoke the next morning in a frigid cabin and
the sound of rain splattering on the roof. We decided
that the best thing to do was to head down the peak
and camp at Skunk Cabbage Meadow. At least it would
be warmer there and we, at least, had sense enough to
be afraid of getting caught in the snow on the summit.
We figured we would just wait out the rain but the
weather had other ideas.

After we spent a cold and rainy night in our leaky
tent, we both had had enough of our backpacking
adventure. We packed our gear and headed back to
town. Looking back on this trip, 1 am pretty amazed
at how unprepared we were to deal with any kind of
adversity.

Even though I still think of this as a fun mini-epic
episode, | did learn from my mistakes. It took me awhile
but I did get the chance to redeem myself by helping
other hikers to avoid the blunders of my youth.

Can’t Sleep?

Dr. Dunn has Solutions—Naturally!

Naturopathic Health Care

Dr. Jon Dunn,
Licensed Naturopathic Physician

OPEN Thurs. & Fri. 9—4 by appointment
54790 N. Circle Dr. (951) 659-6124 www.DrJonDunn.com

Effective

relief for

winter allments

William Waddell
Special to the
Town Crier

Editor’s note: Let us know
your thoughts about this ar-
ticle. We are hoping to get
additional contributions from
Mr. Waddell.

We tend to get colds and
flu in the wintertime. Na-
tive American healers used
herbs to treat these ailments
and now we are doing the
same. While useful all year
around, bear root, mallow,
blue vervain and echinacea
can be essential during these
winter months.

Bear root
(Ligusticum porteri)
According to Arizona
ethnobotanist Phyllis Hogan,
“Bear root is the main medi-
cine of the Hopi. The Hopi
Badger Clan give bear root
to people who need it, for
various ailments (including
colds, flu and sore throat) at
the Bean Dances at the be-
ginning of the ceremonies.”
The Blackfeet Indians
who observed bears using
it to clean their wounds and
sniffing it as an apparent
sinus remedy named it bear
root. Pima Indians made a
tea from the roots to treat
colds and fever—the root has
a pleasant spicy fragrance.
When dried it is made into
an alcohol-based tincture.
Native American uses
have strongly influenced our
current treatments for:

* Throat, sinus and geni-
to-urinary tract infections;

+ Decongestant of mu-
cous due to its aromatic
properties;

+ Disinfectant and astrin-
gent for skin and gums (bear
root tightens soft tissue, stops
bleeding, reduces inflamma-
tion and stops diarrhea);

¢ Lymphatic system
cleanser (it enhances your
immune response);

¢ Antibacterial and anti-
viral; and

* Promote healthy lungs.

Mallow (Malva neglecta)

The Cahuilla Indians,
who gathered plants in the
San Jacinto Mountains, used
mallow seeds as a condiment.
They also used the fresh,
dried leaves as a poultice to
relieve pain and inflamma-
tion.

According to ethnohis-
torian Lowell Bean, “When
new diseases where intro-
duced to the Cahuilla, by
the settlers, [the Cahuilla]
would experiment with the
plants they knew to try to
meet these new needs.”

The dried leaves and root
can also be made into herbal
tea. “Yaqui Indians made a
tea out of the leaves and
roots for any kind of burn-
ing urine, and a tea out of
the leaves as a gargle for sore
throats,” Hogan said.

Marshmallow, the herb
(not to be confused with the
ingredient found in s'mores),
is a close relative of mallow

facebook.

Facebook for Business

Lecture, discussion and experts panel.

Tuesday, Feb. 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Caine Learning Center

Free for Idyllwild Businesses and
Non-profits, $25 for all others.
S5 matenials fee for everyone.

e-mail doug92549@gmail.com to register.

Course description al www.idy4u.com/facebook

Sponsored by: IDY Chamber of Commeerce,
IDY AU Business Reandtable and Camne Leamng Center.

—
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Japanese skimmia (Skimmia japonica) grows 2- to 5-feet
high by 3- to 6-feet wide. The Skimmiaisahardy evergreen
shrub for year-round interest with its handsome, glossy
foliage that blends well with other shade tolerant plants.
It produces fragrant white flowers in spring, followed by
luscious red berries in winter. Since the plant is deciduous,
amale and female plant is necessary for producing berries
on the female plant. The berries are not edible, and may
cause an upset stomach when eaten.

Photo courtesy of Harold Voorheis

[
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that was cultivated to serve
identical purposes.

Our current uses reflect
the validity of these native
practices:

* Excellent source of vi-
tamin A, vitamin E, ascorbic
acid (from the leaves) and
zing;

* Chapped skin and di-
gestive ailments (the root
and leaves of malva contain
mucilage which mixed with
water forms a thick gel that
can be applied directly to the
skin);

* Throat lozenge and
cough syrup (malva may
be combined with slippery
elm, horehound, honey,
licorice, and wild cherry
bark for these purposes).

See Plants, page 22

Mallow (Malva neglecta)
Illustrations by
Paul Waddell

HAITI RELIEF EFFORT

Many of those who attended the
January 19th Speaker Series pre-
sentation on “Adeline: the story
of a Haitian earthquake survivor,”
expressed an interest in helping
support the ongoing relief efforts
of Youth Without Borders (YWB),

the organization responsible for
Adeline’s remarkable rescue and
recovery. Contributions may be
sent to: YWB, c/o Byron Shew-
man, 1220 Connecticut St., Im-
perial Beach, CA, 91932.

Dick and Jan Goldberg
Vic and Kate Sirkin
Lon Mercer and John Simpson
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Obituary
Charlotte S. Cowan

Charlotte S. Cowan, of
Idyllwild, entered her eternal
rest on Jan. 21, 2011.

Charlotte was born on
May 4, 1933 in Kansas City,
Mo., daughter of James and
Jessie Smith. Her parents
were from Aberdeen, Scot-
land.

Charlotte taught for 40
years at Longley Way El-
ementary in Arcadia, Calif.

Fulfilling her lifetime
dream to care for “God’s
creatures,” she moved to
Idyllwild in 1999 to volun-
teer at Living Free Animal
Sanctuary in Mountain Center. At the time of her death,
she was a member of the organization’s board of directors.
She also gave support to Animal Rescue Friends (ARF)
of Idyllwild. Charlotte will be remembered as a loving,
caring advocate for all animals.

Charlotte was a gifted vocalist, singing in the annual
Idyllwild Master Chorale’s “Messiah” production. She
also performed as a soloist in many churches during her
years in Arcadia. She loved classical and Christian music.
Reading was also a favorite pastime.

Charlotte’s life reflected her dedication to her lord and
savior, Jesus Christ. Her faith was evident to all who knew
her.

She was a loyal friend and a gracious woman who was
full of life and a servant of all. Generous, kind, witty and
fun, she will be missed by all her friends and family.

A memorial service to honor Charlotte’s life will be held
at 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 5 at Shiloh Christian Ministries,
54968 upper Pine Crest Avenue in Idyllwild.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Living Free
Animal Sanctuary and/or Shiloh Christian Ministries.

Haiti earthquake survivor Edeline Felizor, second from right,
was the Idyllwild Community Recreation Council Speaker’s
Series presenter on Wednesday, Jan. 18, at the Creekstone Inn.
Priorto her talk, Edeline, alongwith her sister, Isemene Felizor
(right) shares her experiences with Dr. Dick Goldberg (left)
and Byron Shewman (second from left).

Photo by Cid Castillo

Floris{ in the F oresl
B8 & 4.5# .}

I  aiull-service flowershop among the arts

Mile Hi Plaza
54395 Norl:ll Circle Dr. Sui{e 104
[dyllwild. CA 992549

(951) 659-4143

OPEN EVERYDAY
™ Valentine’s Day is just around the corner! ™

Mountain folk

Only in Idyllwild

The Town Crier received word that Nancy Millsap died
on Jan. 21. Millsap was an emeritus trustee for Idyllwild
Arts and active with the Idyllwild Area Historical Society

The Town Crier also just learned that Casey Abrams
may likely be one of the top 40 contestants on this season
of American Idol. Tune in and and vote.

To get a listing in “Mountain folk,” visit www.towncrier.
com, click on “News” in the menu at the top and click on
“Submit a news item,” or stop by and fill out a news form.

To get your birthday listed, e-mail beth@towncrier.com or
call (951) 659-2145, Ext. 17, with the month and day.

f | /". -;' 1 &«

It was standing room only at Café Aroma last Sunday as Earth
Witness Foundation President Christina Lee Nordellatalked
about her recent trek to the Himalayas. She is the first white
woman to complete the historic Lohardi Trail.

Photo by Cid Castillo

il I
Spiritual healing was David Stevens’ (right) topic at Town
Hall last Saturday. Stevens spoke about “Finding Uncertainty
in Uncertain Times,” to more than 50 attendees.
Photo by Cid Castillo

WWWWielballarcdeges.cenm

As soon as she sat down to enjoy lunch with friends
at a local restaurant, she realized that her chair left her
sitting much too low for comfort, so when the opportunity
occurred she asked the waitress if she could, by chance,
provide her with a pillow to sit on. The waitress said she

was sorry, but they didn’t have any pillows.
“Well, do you have a phone book I could sit on?” the

lady asked in desperation.

“Oh, certainly, I'll bring one to you right away,” said
the waitress, who returned in a moment and said with
a smile, “Here you are, madam,” as she handed the lady

an Idyllwild phone book.

Ben Killingsworth
Idyllwild

“Only in Idyllwild” may be sent one of four ways: e-mail
to beth@towncrier.com, call 659-2145, Ext. 17, fax to 659-
2071 or drop off at the office, 54295 Village Center Drive.

Credit card

Continued from page 1

In November, Riverside
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Investigator Brian
Robertson conducted in-
vestigations in ldyllwild.
He visited two local retail-
ers where many victims
had used their cards prior
to the posting of fraudu-
lent charges. Those inves-
tigations have not led to
charges being filed because,
according to Robertson, his
investigations did not con-
clusively identify a “point of
compromise.”

What has proved pro-
ductive are early leads in-
volving charges posted at
several San Diego area Nor-
dstrom stores. Robertson

said two other police de-
partments, Long Beach and
Los Angeles, have taken the
investigative lead because of
the apparent size of the ring
involved. Federal agents are
also involved since criminal
suspects have crossed state
lines in making purchas-
es with the cloned cards.
Robertson said suspects
have been identified, but he
could offer no further spe-
cific information because
of the ongoing nature and
sensitive stage of the investi-
gation. Robertson said that
once the case is brought to
prosecution, the question of
how Idyllwild became so
disproportionately involved
would likely be resolved.
Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

Subscribe to the Town Crier to get
“Almost all the news — part of the time.”
Call, James, he’ll tell you how. (951) 659-2145

Hamilton’s Health Hardships

Please Open Your ®’s

After a mid-December emergency airlift, 2 weeks in
Eisenhower Hospital & some additional health setbacks/
hospital stays, Karen Hamilton (our beloved fresh fruit/
veg produce manager at Fairway) is attempting to recov-
er from a serious health episode. In the spirit of goodwill,
Karen’s friends have established an appreciation & get-
well recovery fund for her! Greetings & donations (none
too small) can be sent to P.O. Box 692, Idyllwild, CA
92549 or expressed to Geri Peterson at Fairway.

Mary

Austin

“Scholarships and Grants”
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Community calendar

For the Idyllwild Arts &
Entertainment Calendar, see
“On the Town,” on page 12.

Wednesday, Jan. 26

* Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 am. American Legion Post
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.

« Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Koffee
Nut at Bone Daddy’z. The Fort,
54225 N. Circle Dr.

» Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6
p.m., Spiritual Living Center,
women only, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard Building).

+ Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St.
Call 659-2523.

+ AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest
Ave.

+ Codependents Anonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr.
(the Courtyard Building).

Thursday, Jan. 27

+ “Forgotten God,” Wom-
en’s Ministry Bible Study, 10
a.m.-noon. Chapel in the Pines
Church office, 29430 Hwy. 243,
Mountain Center.

 Lemon Lily Festival Steering
Committee, 1 p.m. Idyllwild Na-
ture Center, 25225 Hwy. 243.

« Alcoholics Anonymous,

noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

* ESL class, 6-8 p.m. Idyllwild
School Library, 26700 Hwy. 243.

¢+ ICRC Book Club, 7 p.m.
Creekstone Inn, 54950 Pine
Crest Ave.

+ Narcotics Anonymous, 7:30
p.m. Spiritual Living Center,
Church of Religious Science,
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Court-
yard Building).

Friday, Jan. 28

* ARF pre-grand opening
of new vet clinic, Sadie’s Clinic
for pet wellness, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
54425 North Circle Dr. #5 (Oak-
wood Village).

« Baby Play Group, 10:30 a.m.
Call Debbi Geisinger, 659-8710
or (951) 966-1094.

« County Supervisor  Jeff
Stone, noon-2 p.m. Idyllwild
Fire Station, 54160 Maranatha
Dr. Call 1-866-383-2203 for ap-

pointment.
+ Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal

Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30
p.m. ldyllwild Community Pres-
byterian Church, Manse Alcove,
Fellowship Hall, 54400 North
Circle Dr.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meeting
7-9 p.m. Former Morning Sky
School, 29375 Hwy. 243, Moun-
tain Center. Child care available.
Call 659-0097 for information.

Saturday, Jan. 29
« Stand in Silent Vigil for
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence,
noon. Town center. Call 659-

2718.
» Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal

Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 7
p.m. Community Presbyterian
Church, Fellowship Hall, 54400
North Circle Dr.

Sunday, Jan. 30

+ Peace Meditation Practice,
10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist Dhar-
ma Center, 53191 Mountain
View, Pine Cove.

* Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.
Spiritual Living Center, Church
of Religious Science, 26120 Rid-
geview Dr. (the Courtyard Build-
ing).

» Alcoholics Anonymous,
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m,,
Rancho Encino Mountain Club,
45915 Orchard Road, Poppet
Flats, across from CAL FIRE Sta-
tion 6.

o Al-Anon  “Mixed  Nuts”
open meeting, 6-7:30 p.m. Spiri-
tual Living Center, 54423 Village
Center Dr.

Monday, Jan. 31

» Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon & 7:30 p.m. St. Hugh's Epis-
copal Church, 25525 Tahquitz
Dr.

¢ ldyllwild Community Med-
itation, Session I: 5:30-6:30 p.m.;
Session I1: 6:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Yoga Studio. Call Val at 659-5750

for information.

* Palms to Pines Scenic By-
way Workshop, 6-8 p.m. Camp
Ronald McDonald, Apple Can-
yon Center, 56400 Apple Canyon
Road, Mountain Center.

Tuesday, Feb. 1

* Low Income Commodity
Distribution (all ages, low in-
come) & Senior Food Sharing
(anyone over age 60 qualifies),
11:30 am.-12:30 p.m. Mormon
Church, 53830 Tollgate Rd. Bring
box for food.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; AA
Open Meeting & Big Book Study,
6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living Center,
Church of Religious Science,
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Court-
yard Building).

* Soroptomist board meeting,
2:30 p.m. Higher Grounds coffee
house, 54245 North Circle Dr.

¢ International Healing
Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m.
Shiloh  Christian  Ministries,
54960 Pine Crest Ave.

* Healthy Lifestyle Class, 5:15
p.m. optional weigh-in; health
talk by Brenda Scherlis, 5:30 p.m.
Silver Pines Lodge, 25955 Cedar
St.

+ Palms to Pines Scenic Byway
Workshop, 6-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Nature Center, 25225 Hwy. 243.

* Hilltop Horsemen, 6 p.m.
Call 659-0214.

* Anza Valley Citizens Patrol,
6 p.m. Call Brian at (951) 763-
5324.

« ESL

classes, 6-8 p.m.

Idyllwild School Library com-
puter lab, 26700 Hwy. 243.

» Hemet Unified School Dis-
trict board, 6:30 p.m. Profession-
al Development Service Center,
1791 W. Acacia Ave., Hemet.

¢ Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step Study meeting,
6:30-8 p.m. Former Morning Sky
School, 29375 Hwy. 243, Moun-
tain Center. Call 659-0097 for
information.

Wednesday, Feb.?2
¢ Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-9
a.m. American Legion Post 800,
54360 Marion View Dr.

+ Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Koffee
Nut at Bone Daddy’z. The Fort,
54225 N. Circle Dr.

* Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

« Garner Valley Women’s
Club, 10:30 a.m. Garner Valley
Common, 61600 Devil’s Ladder
Rd.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6
p.m., Spiritual Living Center,
women only, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard Building).

 Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit Moun-
tain Retreat, 25661 Oakwood St.
Call 659-2523.

« AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest
Ave.

¢ Palms to Pines Scenic By-
way Workshop, 6-8 p.m. Pinyon
Pines Fire Station, 70080 Hwy.

74, Pinyon.

+ Codependents Anonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr.
(the Courtyard Building).

Community service hours

+ California Department of
Forestry, 8 am.-5 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday. Mountain Resource
Center 25380 Franklin Dr., 659-
3335.

* Chamber of Commerce,
54325 North Circle Dr., 12-3 p.m.
Monday-Saturday. 659-3259.

¢ ldyllwild HELP  Center,
26330 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-noon
& 1-3 p.m. Tuesday-Friday. 659-
2110.

¢ ldyllwild Area Historical
Museum, 54470 North Circle
Dr,, 11 am.-4 p.m. Saturday &
Sunday. Group tours by appoint-
ment. 659-2717.

o ldyllwild Library, 54185
Pine Crest Ave., 10 am.-6 p.m.
Monday & Friday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sat-
urday, 659-2300.

¢ ldyllwild Nature Center,
25225 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-4:30
p.m. Tuesday-Sunday. 659-3850.

¢ ldyllwild Skate Park,
Idyllwild Pines Camp, 26375
Highway 243, 2:30 p.m.-dusk
Wednesday & Thursday; 1:30
p.m.-dusk Friday; noon-dusk
weekends.

¢ ldyllwild Transfer Station,
28100 Saunders Meadow Rd, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Thursday-Mon-
day; Grinding Facility, 8 am.-4
p.m. Monday-Friday.

Thousand Tsails -

America’s Finest Family Camping

NOW OPEN 10 THE PUBLIC

NEW FOR 2011!!
ANNUAL SITES FOR LEASE

Hiking * Swimming « Horseback Riding
Tent Camping ¢ Recreational Activities
For Information Please Call

951-659-4097

or e-mail

idmgr@equitylifestyle.com

Dr. Schelly

Doctor of Chiropractic

Preferred Provider
for most insurance

New for 2011
Now accepting
* Blue Cross
* Great West
* Medicare
» PacifiCare
* United
And many more
Cash, Check, Debit « Visa, MC & Discover
Idyllwild Chiropractic & Fitness * 54165 Pine Crest Ave. » 659-4663

Cardio Fitness Gym

NEW YEAR
SPECIAL!

Total 24-hour Access

e Treadmills
e Ellipticals

* Free Weights

* Machine Weights

* Heavy Bag

e Stretch Area

» Easy Access

e Gorgeous View
A great place to get fit.
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Initial thoughts

Access to public records ...

Last week, when | wrote about the Jan.
11 Idyllwild Fire Protection District (IFPD)
meeting, | vowed to ensure that any public
records requests submitted to IFPD from

), 4 the Town Crier would be made public.
In spirit of the commission’s effort to
keep the public informed, | admit that | am
a serial public records requester. On Friday, but I'm told
it was Thursday, when the ink on the newsprint barely
dried, I spoke to IFPD Fire Chief Norm Walker and asked
about reviewing the agency’s resolutions.

Chief Walker was very open and cooperative; he sug-
gested | speak to Administrative Assistant Rhonda An-
drewson, whom | called and arranged to visit the station
to review IFPD resolutions.

Upon arrival, | was given a folder containing about
35 resolutions — the most recent 15 or 20 resolutions,
and resolutions 234 to 237, which address the “standby
charge.”

When it was originally imposed in 1982, the charge
was $20. But it wasn't a parcel fee, as a certain CSA 38
member has said. It is applied to units, and a house of
less than 3,000 square feet is defined as a unit. Residential
structures between 3,000 and 7,000 square feet are assessed
1.5 units. Unimproved parcels were only assessed for half
a unit.

After taking some notes about these resolutions, |
asked to see Resolution No. 1 and the others through
No. 400.

I was told nobody knows where the resolutions are.
Perhaps archiving this information was too costly. Because
of its financial problem, IFPD may have chosen to get
rid of old paper. Who needs a copy of the Declaration
of Independence or the Constitution? It's too costly to
preserve 200-year-
old paper.

All three local
water districts have
those old records.
And a picture is
worth a thousand
words.

ORDINANCE No. 4

AN ORDINANCE

ESTABLISHING RATES, RULES
AND REGULATIONS

for

'ER.  SERVICE

; 0B by the
- IDYIIMTID coum HATER DISTRICY

RESOLVED, by the Hosrd of Directors of the Idyllwl)d County.’
Water District,. 1 £; AL :
iater Diatrict, Riverside coun v, gl ornia, as follows: COUNTY VATER DISTRICT

1 hat be and he 1§

hereby appointed and employed as smeax;v suditor; 5

2. That the compensation for:said- services shall be mreaftex R

PR
agreed. upon,

" I'berebdy certify thattue forg
the Board of Directors. of Idyllw!.l
lueetlng thetea! duly hela‘on ‘the _‘
by the tollevling vo"ae

RESOLUTION NO, 55

RESOLUTION OF THE 30ARD OF DIRECTORS OF TERN
VALLEY WATER DISTRICT ADOPTIN: THE DRO
FOR METER A UATER CHARCES 70
e Loonre oF mzasm: FOR HUMBER MEMORIAL

3 5
Blschof, Brittain, Froe
NCES, " Directors:  Nome '
| ' .ABSENT, Directors: ' Wone

BE 1T RISOLVED by irectors
of tne Farn Valley vitee pies ::1:( that the
char, eutecmny verside for weter
Gnetiiiarion For Mudber Nemorial Park be

Hi5ed ac the cum of $150.00.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that charges for water
service commence when the plenic and restroom
R i facilities have been developed and 1nsuu d,
2 3E1 but in no event later than July 1, 1959,
e

Adopted this 23rd day of July, 1958.

IFPD’s resolu-
tion is missing
from the above
group.

Section 13868 | " s v
of the state Health B
and Safety Code. Disecgor - sugh 3, oreee
which governs lo- #%M@#,’
cal fire districts, T o
states, “(a) A dis-
trict board shall keep a record of all its acts, including its
financial transactions.”

This problem did not originate in the last six months
or 12 months. Obviously, inattention to the office side of
the business has not been very important for years.

J.P., Editor

1, Hugh D. Greer, the duly elected, qualified and
acting Secretary of the Soard of Directors of the Fern Valley
Vater District, do heveby certify that the foregoing Resolu-
tion was duly and regularly passed by the Soard of Directors
of the District at a meeting held on the 23rd day of July,

NOES: Directors - Nome
ABSENT:

Readers
write

Editorials, letters to the editor, guest editorials and car-
toons reflect the opinions of the authors and not neces-
sarily the Town Crier or Tindle Publications.

Dog poisoning

Editor:

| sadly read about the
poisoning of the Sheehan’s
dog, Moose (the Town
Crier’s Jan. 20 issue). My
dog, Slate, was poisoned on
Saturday, Aug. 28, 2010.

After an emergency Sun-
day trip to the vet[erinarian],
we were told Slate was either
poisoned or he ingested
fertilizer.

Since our yard is fenced
and we had not used fertil-
izer on our property, and
because Slate is always on
a leash when he is outside
our yard, | have concluded
that he was poisoned.

Our home in Idyllwild is
about a quarter mile from
Idyllwild School on Straw-
berry Valley Drive. In the fu-
ture, when reporting on the
poisoning of dogs, it might
help if the area is reported
so other dog owners in the
area are made aware. Also,
a pattern might be detected
with the additional location
information.

Becky Andelson
Idyllwild and
Indian Wells

People’s and
Dog’s Obits: 1

Editor:

In regard to obituaries, |
don’t think God is so petty
as to care whether “people”
and an “animal” obituary
is published on the same
page.

Where doth it sayeth that
“thou shalt not publisheth
a ‘people’ and an ‘animal’
obituary on the same pag-
eth?”

And then there is the
question of how far apart
do the obituaries have to
be? Let’s say the “people”
obit is on page 2 and the
“animal” is on page 3. When
the paper is closed, they are
practically hugging! So does
the “animal” obit have to be
several pages away?

Perhaps there should be
two issues of each Town
Crier, one with “people”
obits and one with “animal
obits.

We are all creatures shar-
ing the same earth, | don't
think God cares whether
“people” and “animal” obits
are on the same page. I'm
not at all sure that humans
are on such a “higher plane”
and the “spirit” is in all cre-

Mr. Funny Guy

by Chris Fisher

You'RE FINE, THANKS FoR
ASKING, HoWw AaMm | 7

5

WHEN PSYCHOLOGISTS MEET

ation; even pines, manzanita
and lichen!

Michael Rasson

Los Angeles, Idyllwild

People’s and
Dog’s Obits: 2

Editor:

It was highly disturb-
ing to read such a bigoted
opinion as the one expressed
by Gil Gervais (of Hemet)
in the Jan. 13, 2011 Town
Crier.

Having been the for-
tunate caregiver of several
beloved dogs, cats and birds,
I am quite clear that if pet
obituaries needed to be post-
ed separately from human
obituaries, I would definitely
place the pet obituaries in a
place of higher prominance
and importance! Without a
doubt!

No human has ever
shown me unconditional
love as have my dogs! They
forgive instantly. They are so
pure and grateful just to be
with a human companion.
They wait patiently. They
do not judge. And they have
no problem if their obits are
placed on the same page as
humans.

And dogs do treat their
humans with utmost respect
as if their humans are supe-
rior. That is another lesson
we can learn from our be-
loved pets ... respect, com-
passion, instant forgiveness,
nonjudgment, etc. After all,
“dog” is “God” spelled back-
wards. A mistake? | think
not!

I agree with Mr. Ger-
vais that animals are not
on the same plane, nor do

See letters, page 22

com).

How to get a letter published

The Town Crier welcomes letters reflecting all
opinions. Letters should be concise and to the point.
They should be no longer than 400 words. Letters
must be typewritten, double-spaced and in upper/
lower case (not in all caps). Letters must be signed
(unless e-mailed) and must be identified with the
writer’s name, address and weekday phone number.

Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be accepted.
Letters of thanks are not accepted. A special adver-
tising rate is available for thank-you letters. Political
letters cost 10 cents per word.

We reserve the right to reject or edit letters for
length, taste, clarity or frequency of submission. Let-
ters do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Town
Crier staff. Letters may be submitted in person, by
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.
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Town talk

By Cid Castillo, Staff Photographer
“With the continuing rash of credit card
fraud hitting our residents, are you doing

anything to protect your credit?”

Dena Barmore
Village Nail Salon
Pinyon Pines
“1 check my balance online
at least four times a week.
I also checked my card to
see if that emblem, which
denotes if my card’s infor-
mation can be taken using
wireless equipment, was
stamped on my card. It’s
not, so that’s good.”

Bobbl Hornsey
Idyllwild Eye Care
Pine Cove
“At our clinic we have seen
more people use checks,
which is fine with us. |
have started shredding any
and all papers that contain
any kind of information.
Trash can be another way
dishonest people can gather
information.”

Piper Dellums
Writer
Idyllwild
“I'm just going to write
checks from now on and
I'm going to check my
balance every hour! It's a
shame that this is happen-
ing to people. It’s just not
right”

www.towncrier.com

Tom Inocencio
Retired — USFS
Idyllwild
“1 simply don’t use my
credit card, except at the
bank. I never let it out of
my possession.”

© GiHAN SESEN 8 STEVE HUDSoN
illusteatar wliter

SIGNS THAT
IT’S GOING To BE
A LoNG WINTER.

Chief’s Corner

By IFPD Fire Chief Norm Walker

The price of a local fire department ...

In 1946, the people of Idyllwild decided to
start their own fire department — [Idyllwild
Fire Protection District (IFPD)]. Volunteer
at first, then over time the department began
to be a combination of career and paid-call
volunteers and now career, paid-call and
reserves.

The department made a huge change in 1982 when
it was decided to start an Advanced Life Support (ALS)
ambulance service. This provided advanced care quickly
to our local residents and visitors on scene and while in
route to local hospitals.

As with all fire departments that provide an ALS
system, the complexity of the department increases and
there is no choice but to keep qualifications current in
all facets of advanced pre-hospital care. The ambulances
must be kept road-worthy and everything in them must
be functional at all times. Drug boxes must be stocked,
inventories maintained inside the minimum and maximum
temperature range for the drugs to be effective.

IFPD and all other ambulance transport companies in
Riverside County are overseen by the Riverside County
Emergency Service Authority (REMS). They set protocol
for procedures that can be performed by paramedics and
decide what drugs ALS units can carry. Various EMS
subcommittees report to REMS on proposed changes to
equipment and/or protocol and most changes cost money
for new equipment or more training.

IFPD runs three ambulances: two box type, two-wheel
drives and one van-style, four-wheel drive. The 4x4 does
not have as much room to work in the back and rides
rough but it can get to areas that the other two cannot
in bad weather.

IFPD and Pine Cove (CSA 38) are the primary bene-
factors of IFPD’s ambulance service. By contract, IFPD
must be able to send two ambulances out at the same
time. Occasionally, if a paramedic can be called in from

a day off, the third ambulance can also be put into service
at the same time. One Emergency Medical Technician
(EMT) must also be on each ambulance and they come
from our firefighters, reserves or paid-call firefighters and
ambulance attendants.

The protection of life and property is the universal
goal of the worldwide fire service. The cost of doing that
however is constantly going up. Most of that cost goes
to salaries to assure enough firefighters are on duty to
adequately perform the mission, whether fire, medical
emergency, traffic collision or hazardous material spill. New
standards, new equipment, new training and mandatory
reoccurring training also take a huge chunk out of every
fire department’s budget. New equipment is very expensive,
an ambulance costs about $80,000 to purchase.

In these tough economic times, fire chiefs must balance
the cost of service with available income. Many fire stations
have been closed in the last two years in California and
statewide surveys are being done to determine how many
have closed so the mutual aid system can be accessed for
the effect of these losses.

Because IFPD is a Special District, the citizens must
approve any increase in parcel fees by a 2/3 majority. To
me this is local decision making at its finest. At some
point in the future, the public may be asked to determine
whether IFPD will continue its present level of service or
take a different path. Service is determined by income in
this very expensive business.

There will be much more to come on this subject in
future articles and public meetings.

IFPD meets at 6 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of each month.
All meetings are held at the
Idyllwild Fire Station’s training room.

PEPPLER & ASSOCIATES

53495 Marion View - Idyllwild

EXPERT TAX PREPARATION IN IDYLLWILD

WE OFFER:
e Complete Personal & Business Tax Preparation
e Trust & Estate Tax Preparation
e Quick Turnaround
e Electronic Filing
 Evening Appointments

STEPHEN T. PEPPLER —

659-6050

Enrolled Agent
Certified Financial Planner

By Appointment Only
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By J.P.Crumrine
Editor

The Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict (IWD) devoted much
of the Jan. 18 meeting to dis-
cussion of the district’s goals
for this year. In an effort to
improve its effectiveness, the
board agreed to trim the
number of goals and rely
on General Manager Terry
Lyon’s direction for the
priority of the individual
goals.

“If we try to work 14
goals, we'll never get any-
thing done,” said Board
President Allan Morphett as
the discussion began. “We've
got to prioritize”

IWD board sets 2011 goals

For the next year, the
district will emphasize the
following goals: (1) imple-
ment recycled water project;
(2) complete IWD person-
nel policies and procedures
manual; (3) update and
develop operations proce-
dures manual; (4) ensure
all rules and regulations are
current; (5) prepare a new
sewer system management
plan; and (6) complete a
long-term financial plan.

The board agreed that
several previous goals, such
as enhancing water supply
and water quality, are basic
mission requirements. Ac-
tions supporting the addi-
tion of the district’s water

supply are necessary every
year. Funding for test well
drilling or developing test
wells is included in the IWD
budget every year.

“This is an ongoing and
everyday activity,” said Di-
rector Jim Billman in sup-
port of dropping the activity
from IWD’s list of specific
annual goals. “We should
jump on every opportunity
to enhance supply,” agreed
Director Warren Monroe.

In Lyon’s opinion, IWD
should have a supply of
about 800 gallons per
minute (gpm) available for
production. This is several
times its average daily de-
mand and about 100 gpm

more than is currently avail-
able.

In other business, the
board approved the renewal
of agreements with the Riv-
erside County Parks Depart-
ment for use of wells 26 and
27 on the Nature Center
property. Lyons indicated
these wells are support wells
during substantial dry peri-
ods. They are seldom used
for production during a
normal year.

Maintenance work on
Fern Valley No. 2 well is
continuing. Lyons said, the
board agreed to purchase
and install a new pump,
which should increase the
well’s production from the

Winter

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Several days of frigid
weather at the beginning of
the year caused a major resi-
dential leak that went un-
noticed by part-time owners
on Circle View in Idyllwild.
According to Fern Valley
Water District (FVWD)
General Manager Steve Er-
ler, more than 300,000 gal-
lons of water passed through
the owner’s meter unde-
tected between Dec. 29 and
its discovery on Jan. 7. “The
leak was running at 50 gal-

Lodging
Directory of Idyllwild

cold caused major leak

lons per minute, more than
the meter could register,”
Erler said.

As part of district policy,
and according to board
discussion, the homeowners,
after they appeal the billing,
would receive a “catastrophic
loss” reduction in their bill,
from approximately $4,000
to $1,500. The formula used
by the district to activate
that reduction is “more than
two times the average of the
prior 3-year usage for the
same billing period.”

In other business, Certi-
fied Financial Planner Steve

Peppler, at the invitation of
the board, discussed how
the district might better
invest $1 million of reserves,
currently with the Local
Agency Investment Fund
(LAIF) — a state-created
investment program. LAIF
offers local agencies the op-
portunity to participate in a
major portfolio managed,
at no cost to participating
agencies, by state treasurer’s
Office staff. LAIF’s board,
consisting of the State Trea-
surer, director of finance
and state controller, ensures
that current investments

The Bluebird Cottage Inn

on 3 ac. « www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com ¢ Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 « (951) 659-2696

The Fireside Inn & Cabins e Fireplaces,
TVIDVD players, pets welcome » 1-877-797-3473
54540 North Circle Dr. « www.thefireside-inn.com

(totaling $23 billion as of
December 2010) meet objec-
tives of safety, liquidity and
yield.

Peppler told the FVWD
board that board resolution
No. 515 greatly limits the
board’s ability to diversify
investments. The resolu-
tion limits district invest-
ments to U.S. Treasury bills
with maturity at a year or
less, LAIF, or FDIC insured
CDs issued by federal, state
chartered banks or savings
and loan associations with
maturity at one year or less.

See FVWD, page 24

Edelweiss LOdge-www.lcabin4u.com
Romantic cabins ¢ Kitchens
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

Fireplaces

Quiet Creek

Top Rated « Views * Creek ¢ Pets « Spas ¢ Fireplaces ¢ Clean!
26345 Delano Dr. « www.quietcreekinn.com « 800-450-6110

Fern Valley Vacation Rentals
Private Vacation Cabins ¢ (951) 663-0527
www.fernvalleyvacationcabins.com ¢ vacationcabins@live.com

Alhatti Private Christian Resort

A private Christian setting ¢ Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 « (951) 659-2066 * www.alhatti.com

Check out our Lodging Directory
Web site at www.towncrier.com

existing 17 gpm to 40 gpm,
more than doubling poten-
tial volume.

The December rains
raised well water levels sub-
stantially above 2008 and
2009 levels, Lyons reported.
Flows from Lilly Creek have
been able to keep Foster Lake
full in the past month.

While the December wa-
ter production was only
2.7 percent less than a year

ago, total 2010 production
declined 10.5 percent from
2009. The 87.9 million gal-
lons produced was the lowest
volume since 2005.

December water sales
revenue exceeded the 2009
amount, but total water sales
revenue since July 1 is 3.3
percent below a year ago.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.

Churches and Spiritual
Centers Directory

of Idyllwild )

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fellowship
Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer.
+ Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 10am
plus Weekly Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038. *
On Hwy 243 at Morning Sky School in Mountain Cenfer.

—

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school,
+ 10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m. *
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to
the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

Community Presbyterian Church
54400 N. Circle Dr. 659-2935 ¢ Rev. Richard Olson

* Sunday Worship - 9:30 a.m. + !
Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~

Child care available « Wednesday: Men's Breakfast — 6:15 a.m.
Idyllwild Bible Church

25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott.
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship. *
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.
Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday
Call Church Office for Information. 659-4775

Queen of Angels Roman Catholic Church
4 54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA ‘
Father Charles E. Miller
Winter Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.;
Sat. 4 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.;
Confession: Sat. 3:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

+ « Epi !
5 t . }(uﬂ ﬁ' 5 Ealgﬁegnp}-%lusgp#ggpfor all people

Rev. Gordon Scheible ¢ Sunday Service, 10:00 am

25525 Tahquitz Dr. (in Fern Valley off South Circle Dr.)
Phone (951) 659-4471 +

[« AN ¢ e
Spiritual Living Center
Idyllwild Religious Science
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard Building) 659-3464.
Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday service, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.;
* Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays. *

Shiloh Christian Ministries

~ FULL GOSPEL ~ |
54968 Upper Pine Crest ‘
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416 ‘
+ Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm * [
International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild
First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Min. Center, CA 92561
Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
* Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi. +
SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch. Meditation
instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info. www.zmc.org

% =
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Local women awarded
scholarships

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

Three local women re-
cently received a helping
hand in attaining their edu-
cational and career goals
when they were awarded
scholarships made through
Idyllwild Soroptimist Inter-
national. A cash award was
also made to a local teenage
girl for her volunteer work
in the community.

At the group’s Jan. 6
meeting, local Soroptimist
President Melody Blaschko
announced that a winner
had been chosen for the
$500 award from the So-
roptimist Women’s Op-
portunity Award Program.
From the Soroptimist Violet
Richardson Award, the teen-

ager would receive $100 for
herself and $100 for the
charitable organization of
her choice. Blashko said all
the winners exemplified the
type of women the orga-
nization endeavors to help
through its mission of im-
proving the lives of women
of women and girls.

The two winners of $500
awards from the Mary Aus-
tin Scholarships and Grants
program that the local So-
roptimist administers will
be profiled with a story and
photographs in next week’s
issue of the Town Crier.

Kaarin Hannah, a single
mother of three children
who is studying to be a vet-
erinary technician through
an accredited online pro-
gram, received the Soropti-

Idyllwild Soroptimist President Melody Blaschko (left) pres-
ents\Women’s Opportunity Award winner Kaarin Hannah with
a $500 scholarship check for being the recipient of this year’s
Women’s Opportunity Award. Hannah, asingle mother of three
children, is studying to be a veterinary technician.

Photo courtesy of Melody Blaschko

Available at Caravan.com.
8 1o 10 day guided tours.
USA, Canada, Panama.

GOSTA RI GA

10 Day Guided Vacation.
Rainforest, Beaches, Volcanoes.
+ tax & fees Free Brochure. Call 1-800-Caravan.

Caravan

Priced between $995 - $1,295.

Since 1952

«COom

mist Women’s Opportunity
Award. In addition to the
$500 local award that she can
use for any expense related
to reaching her educational
goal, she has now been en-
tered into a competition for
additional awards at district
and national levels of the
Soroptimist organization.

Kaarin has come a long
way since last spring when
she found herself a single
mother of three, one who
is autistic. “l was forced to
go on welfare and had no
education or any real job
skills,” she said. Since then,
she earned a high school
diploma by passing the GED
test. Now, in addition to
her college studies, Kaarin
is a volunteer for Living
Free Animal Sanctuary in
Mountain Center where
she hopes to learn practical
skills applicable to her career
goal.

Last Thursday, Kaarin got
an added surprise of receiv-
ing a $250 gift certificate
from Prairie Dove Boutique
owner Phyllis Curington-
Brown, a local Soroptimist
member.

Lindsey Day, a 16-year-
old Hemet High School ju-
nior won the Violet Richard-
son Award. She will receive

See Award, page 11

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

“It was the most terrify-
ing moment of my life,” said
Abby Tell about the moment
her newborn son’s doctor
told her that baby Willy had
a serious lung infection and
pulmonary hypertension
and would have to be cared
for in Desert Regional Medi-
cal Center’s Neonatal Inten-
sive Care Unit. ldyllwild’s
first baby of 2011, William
Kingston Tell Archer, born
Jan. 6, would spend 10 days
in the unit before becom-
ing strong enough to come
home with his family.

“Qur son is the best gift
I've ever been given, and
I'm so grateful to the doc-
tors and nurses who took
such good care of him,”
said Willy’s father, Richard
Archer. Becoming a father
was especially poignant for
Richard, who lost his own
father, Billy Archer, in June.
“The Big Man [God] took
the most important man to
me and now | have a new
little man to love with all
my heart,” he said.

Abby and Richard’s “lit-
tle man” is not so little.
At birth, he weighed 10
pounds, 8 ounces, was 21-
1/2 inches long and he is
growing rapidly. Abby said

they have more
than a month’s
supply of new-
born-size diapers
that she is donat-
ing because they
are too small for
Willy.

Along with
Willy’s maternal
grandparents, Bill
and Colleen Tell,
they were able to
stay at the Hanson
House, a hospital-
ity residence for
families of critical
patients of Desert
Regional Medi-
cal Center within
walking distance
of the hospital.

Willy is the first
child of the cou-
ple, both 23 years
old, who have
been together for
five years. Abby
grew up in Idyllwild. She at-
tended Idyllwild School and
graduated from the Helen
Hunt Jackson home study
program. She has worked
at the Candy Cupboard
since she was 14 years old.
Richard is originally from
Orlando, Fla., and came to
Idyllwild to live with his
father when he was 18 years
old. He works with Pearson
Tree Service.

First baby of 2011 doing well
after rough start

Idyliwild’s first baby of the year, Wil-
liam “Willy” Kingston Tell Archer,
and his proud parents, Richard Archer
and Abby Tell, are the recipients of gifts
donated by local merchantsand organiza-
tions through the Town Crier.

Photo by Beth Nottley

For being Idyllwild’s
first baby of the new year,
Willy and his parents are
the recipients of many
gifts from Idyllwild mer-
chants and organizations,
through the annual “First
Baby of the Year” contest
sponsored by the Town
Crier.

Beth Nottley can be
reached at beth@towncrier.
com.
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won “Most Unusual Dog.”

Owner’s name

Daisy, above, won “Cutest Dog”
last year, and Mai Treya, below,

One dog per entry fee of $25.

Support ARF by entering the Town Crier Dog Show
2011 Rules & Entry Form!

Entries must be received by noon Thursday, Feb. 3, 2011.
Each entry must include one clear color photo of the dog.
Winners will be announced in the March 10, 2011 issue of the Town Crier. Awards ceremony at

12 p.m. Friday, March 4 in the Idyllwild Dog Park.

e Contest runs in the Feb. 10, 2011 issue of the Town Crier and on the Town Crier’s website at

www.towncrier.com.

* Winners will be determined by the most votes cast in each of two “dogegories.”
be printed in the Feb. 10, 2011 issue of the Town Crier. Sorry, no photocopied ballots will be
accepted. You also may cast your vote online at www.towncrier.com.

* Dog owners must choose one “dogegory” per entry. The choices are: Cutest Dog and Most

Unusual Dog.

= In case of a tie, each top vote-getter will be awarded.

* Each winner receives a customized Earth ’N Fire doggie bowl that includes the winner’s name
and “dogegory.” Each bowl is filled with doggie treats. Every dog will receive treats courtesy of

the Spruce Moose.

* Photos of dogs cannot include images of prior awards.
e Contest limited to full-time and part-time Hill residents.
Prior winners are not eligible to compete.

The Dogegories:

Address

City, State & Zip

Phone Number

Dog’s Name

Age

Breed

Dogegory

(Please include dog info for each dog entered)
O Check this box if you would like to customize your own
dog bowl if your dog should win.
L__—_—-__-_—-_—-_—-_—-_—-_—-_—_—_—_—_-

1. Cutest Dog

Number of entries @ $25 each:

__ Check enclosed __ Charge my:

__VISA _ MasterCard __ Discover __ AMEX

cad#__ o
Expires CVV2Code#

Signature

2. Most Unusual Dog

Ballots will

Mail (or drop off) this form with photograph(s) and
self-addressed stamped envelope to:
Idyllwild Town Crier ¢ Attn: Sandy « P.O. Box 157 « Idyllwild, CA 92549
(951) 659-2145

L—----——————----——————-
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Sports

Town Hall Youth Basketball

Town Hall Recreation Director Bob Lewis reported
on youth basketball for both the Kindergarten through
third-grade division and the third-through sixth-grade
division.

Kindergarten through third-grade division

The Rotary Buckeyes and Suburban Propane Wildcats
— the two undefeated teams — played each other last
week. It was a tight contest from start to finish. Destinee
Mikroulis’ great defense, while scoring a free throw,
led the Wildcats. The Buckeyes’ Shelby Reed scored a
bucket and demonstrated great ball handling to help the
Buckeyes earn an 8-5 victory over the Wildcats.

The Rainbow Inn Ducks went up against the Idyllwild
Arts Wolverines. Nigel Durant had a good night with
four points and grabbed numerous rebounds for the
Wolverines. Bryan Mabery scored all five points and
played good defense for the Ducks, but it wasn’t quite
enough as the Wolverines beat the Ducks 8-5.

Division Standings

Team Wins Losses
Rotary Buckeyes 2 0
Idyllwild Arts Wolverines 1 1
Suburban Propane Wildcats 1 1
Rainbow Inn Ducks 0 2

Idyllwild’s Addison Wilson (24) has the rebound
against a St. John’s player (blue uniform) during last
Wednesday’s game, which Idyllwild’s girls team won.
Photo by Cid Castillo

Third- through sixth-grade division

The Forest Lumber Warriors played the Town Hall
Hornets for first place. Amy McKimson had a good
game for the Hornets, grabbing many rebounds and
scoring four points. Ty Bride of the Warriors countered
with hustling and scoring seven points as the Warriors
won a very tight game 19-17.

The American Legion Timberwolves played the Fairway
Market Lakers. The Timberwolves’ Chayton Kenyon had
a very good game. He made good passes and contrib-
uted eight points. Chloe Schelley’s great defense and
a bucket were not enough for the Lakers on this night,
as the Timberwolves beat the Lakers 17-12.

Division Standings

Team Wins Losses
Forest Lumber Warriors 2 0
American Legion Timberwolves 1 1
Town Hall Hornets 1 1
Fairway Market Lakers 0 2

V4
Jimmy Lande (3) of the Rainbow Inn Ducks dribbles the ball
as ldyllwild Arts Wolverines’ Alia Teeguarden, left, and Lay-
ton Teeguarden play good defense. Ducks’ Nicole Cochrane,
center, and Rene Hernandez, far right, wait for the pass.
Photo by Cid Castillo

Subscribe! (951) 659-2145

* MUFFLERS

- Florida Ave. -

Hemet Auto Care Plaza
(Behind Harbor Freight Tools)

X

* CONVERTERS
* HIGH PERFORMANCE

Palm Ave.
*9AY UOAT

* EXHAUST
* 4" DIESEL SYSTEMS

961.766.8848

Latham Ave.

1200 W. Florida Ave. Ste. YZ
Hemet, CA 92543

-Roby Gray
Construction GCo.

General Gontractor
Fine Home Building - Remodels
Decks - Additions - Doors - Windows

[951] 6593307

PO. Box 3227
Idyliwild, GA 92549
) SLB 586585
§ Est. 1990

PANAMA'995

8 Day Guided Tour with Canal Cruise. All Inclusive.
Free 28 Page Brochure. Call 1-800-Caravan.
“As Panama’s largest towr operator, Caravan keeps costs under control,
consistent with its long-time reputation for valie.”- Audubon Magazine

Available at Caravan.com. Since 1952
Caravan

8 to 10 day guided tours.
USA, Canada, Costa Rica.
Priced between $995 - §1,295. «2C0M
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Idyllwild Garage’s offensive strong side hitter Cory Sum-
rall hits the ball across the net as Idyllwild Inn defensive
blocker Dan Hitchock, right, attempts the block. Two
Idyllwild Inn team members, Mike McGhee and Dawn
Sonnier await the next move during the game played last
Wednesday at Idyllwild School. Photo by Cid Castillo

Town Hall Adult Volleyball

Jeanelle Meskimen reported on adult volleyball.

Team Wins Losses
Idyllwild Inn 3 2
Idyllwild Garage 3 2
Café Aroma 2 2
Silver Pines Lodge 2 2
La Casita 1 3

Send sports reports about locals to itc@towncrier.com
or drop them off at the Town Crier by 10 a.m. Mondays.
Photos are also welcome. If sending by e-mail, resolution
must be at least 300 dpi.

TownCrier.com
Stats

Last week the front page of the
Town Crier’s website was visited
3,168 times

If your website is not getting that kind of
traffic from people who live, work, visit
and spend money on the Hill, talk to us
about setting up a link from any one of

our online sections to your website.

Summary info for the week of
Jan. 18 - 24, 2011

Visitors - 6,153

Unique Visitors - 3,638
Page Views - 18,974
Total Hits - 93,626

To place an ad that will link your business from
Idyllwild’s premier online site to your website,
call (951) 659-2145. Ask to speak with Shane.




