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News of record

Fire log

Hill fire stations respond-
ed to the following calls,
Monday to Sunday, Feb. 7
to Feb. 13, 2011:

Idyllwild Fire Department
and Ambulance

Feb. 7 — Medical aid,
Wrightwood Drive, Pine
Cove.

Feb. 7 — Medical aid,
Sylvan Way, Pine Cove.

Feb. 7 — Citizen
Complaint, Wayne Drive,
Idyllwild.

Feb. 8 — Medical aid,
52500 block of Temecula
Drive, 1dyllwild.

Feb. 10 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

Feb. 10 — Dispatched
and canceled en route, Tem-
ecula Drive, Idyllwild.

Feb. 11 — Medical aid,
Wrightwood Drive, Pine
Cove.

Feb. 12 — Medical aid,
Westridge Road, Idyllwild.

Feb. 12 — Two walk-in
medical aids.

Feb. 12 — Medical aid,
Rosa Way, Pine Cove.

Feb. 13 — Medical
aid, Double Tree Drive,
Idyllwild.

Feb. 13 — Medical aid,
Manzanita Drive, Idyllwild.

Riverside County Fire,
Pine Cove

Feb. 7 — Medical aid,
blood pressure.

Feb. 7 — Medical aid,
Difficulty Breathing.

Feb. 11 — Debris fire.

Feb. 11 — Medical aid,
person down.

Feb. 12 — Wildland
fire.

Feb. 12 — Medical aid,
fall.

Feb. 13 — Medical aid,
child down.

Riverside County Fire,
Garner Valley

Feb. 8 — Traffic collision,
29000 block of Highway
243, Mountain Center.

Quakes jolts Hill

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

Idyllwild residents felt
sharp jolts from two quakes
this week. On Saturday, Feb
12, a 3.7-magnitude earth-
guake shook the area near
Valle Vista just after 9:30
a.m. It was centered 5 miles
southeast of Valle Vista and
9 miles east-southeast of
Hemet. Then, on Tuesday,
Feb. 15, a 3.0-magnitude
quake was felt just after
12:55 p.m. Its epicenter
was 12 miles southeast of
Valle Vista, 8 miles north-

west of Anza and 15 miles
east-southeast of Hemet.
There were no reports of
damage or injuries from the
quakes.

This makes three recent
quakes centered near the
same geographic region
that could be felt in the
Idyllwild area. A 3.0-mag-
nitude earthquake Friday,
evening Feb. 4 was centered
3 miles southeast of Valle
Vista and 7 miles east of
Hemet.

Beth Nottley can be
reached at beth@towncrier.
com.

Feb. 11 — Structure fire,
48000 block of Highway
371, Anza.

Feb. 12 — Medical aid,
61000 block of Chalet Drive,
Garner Valley.

Riverside County Fire,
Pinyon
Log unavailable.

Riverside County Fire,
Anza
Log unavailable.

CHP log
Nothing to report.

Sheriff’s log
Nothing to report.

Horse rescue sanctuary seeks SpPoNsors

The Golden Carrot Rescue Sanctuary in Anza, a non-
profit 501(c)(3), provides a “forever home” to older, ne-
glected, disabled and abandoned horses. The organization,
run by Casey O’Connor, is seeking sponsors for care and
feeding of the horses. “A horse sponsorship is the perfect
gift for the animal lover in your life,” said Debra Sievers,
a volunteer with the organization. To learn more about
The Golden Carrot, see its Web site at www.thegoldencar-
rot.org or call O’Connor at (951) 763-0800.
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Cathedral City Auto Center

Hwy 111 and Perez Road
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= 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
= All-weather package

Stock #: 217107
Vin #: B3335339
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Members sought for CSA 38

Riverside County is seeking residents interested in
serving on the County Service Area 38 Advisory Council
(CSA) that advises and makes recommendations concern-
ing volunteer fire support in the Pine Cove area.

Pine Cove residents are encouraged to apply for the
appointed position. Applications will be accepted through
March 8, 2011. Applications can be downloaded by access-
ing www.supjeffstone.org. For more information, contact
Opal Hellweg at (951) 955-1030.

2011 SUBARU

LEGACY

= All-Wheel Drive standard

= 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
= 6 standard airbags

< 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
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interest
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2011 SUBARU
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$21,994

Stock #: 217041
Vin #: B3223657
Model #: BAD-06

= Automatic

« 4-wheel ABS

= Subaru Boxer engine

= All-Wheel Drive standard

* Most award-winning small SUV

2.5x

Stock #: 217097
Vin #: BH726622
Model #: BFB-21

Banning DMV
closed for repairs

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

The Banning California
Department of Motor Ve-
hicles (DMV) office is closed
while repairs are made from
damage caused by a Jan.
30 rainstorm. According to
DMV department spokes-
man Steven Haskins, the
damage was extensive and
the office, which was closed
on Jan. 31, is not expected
to reopen for another four
to six weeks.

Haskins said needed re-
pairs include replacing wet
insulation, ceiling tiles, wall-

boards, and carpeting. Elec-
trical outlets will be replaced.
Mold will be removed from
the ceiling ducts and floor-
ing. The roof needs to be
repaired, as well.

For Idyllwild DMV cus-
tomers, the next closest
DMV office is 21 miles away
in Hemet at 1200 South
State Street. Other DMV
offices are in Redlands and
Palm Springs.

More information about
DMV offices can be found
on its website, dmv.ca.gov.

Beth Nottley can be
reached at beth@towncrier.
com.

GRINER CONSTRUCTION

Terry Griner
General Building & Engineering Contractor
License# 530771 A&B

P.O. Box 1692 - Idyllwild, CA 92549

951-659-5660 Office

951-659-0053 Fax

Idyllwild Weather

From the National Weather Service

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
2/17 2/18 2/19 2/20 2/21
S T !
. o Gy P 5k g
36/25 39/30 39/22 39/27 44/30
Mostly Slight chance | Snow likely. | Snow likely. | Mostly sunny
cloudy, of daytime
chance of SNow; snow at
SNOW. night likely.

Idyllwild this year
Date High Low M S

2-7 63 33
2-8 51 41
2-9 53 32
2-10 52 23
2-11 61 26
2-12 64 32

2-13 na na

Moisture in inches
To date this season (ldy): 21.14
To date last season (ldy): 16.61
Total last season (ldy): 23.61
To date this season (PC): 25.27
Total last season (PC):  30.92

Idyllwild last year
High Low M S

41 29 .26

42 29

42 29 62 8
42 28 .26 3
49 24

na na

64 29

Snow in inches
To date this season (Idy): 12.9
To date last season (Idy): 27.81
Total last season (Idy): 35.91
To date this season (PC): 20.25
Total last season (PC): 725

As low as

1 . 9% interest

for 36 months on
approved credit

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Available through February 28, 2011.
www.palmsprings.subaru.com

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m.
at the Idyllwild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are mea-
sured by resident George Tate also at 4 p.m. Moisture
inches include all precipitation such as rain, melted hail
and melted snow.

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at
1-800-427-7623.
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Outside Idyllwild

By Bruce Watts

One flu over the eagle’s nest

As some of my readers may have noticed,
this column was missing from last week’s
newspaper. | was hit by the flu bug that has
been going through town and | have to say
that it was not a pleasant experience. For
eight days | was totally incapacitated. It was so bad that
I will definitely be looking into getting a flu shot next
winter. | never want to go through that again.

Fortunately, | was able to recover in time to get down
to Lake Hemet for this month’s eagle counting event. Last
month’s event was very cold; therefore | dressed as warmly
as possible since I am still not fully recovered. This turned
out to be a big mistake as the sun was shining and it
must have been about 25 degrees warmer than January.

| arrived a little late this time and U.S. Forest Service
biologist Heidi Hoggan had already started her talk on
eagles, in general and the Lake Hemet pair in particular.
Heidi did a great job and she patiently answered all of
our questions.

The objective of this operation was a simultaneous eagle
count at Lake Hemet, Big Bear Lake, Lake Arrowhead,
Silverwood Lake and Lake Perris between the hours of 9
a.m. and 10 a.m. With this goal in mind, right at 9 a.m.,
we set up on the lake shore and we officially began our
viewing.
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Nine volunteer observers, guided by U.S. Forest Service Biologist Heidi Hoggan, inset photo, took part in
the latest official eagle count at Lake Hemet. Two resident eagles took to the skies to the delight of the small
group who spotted them across the lake and on top of the far ridge. Photos by Cid Castillo

In a couple of seconds, someone shouted excitedly “I
see one.” | remember thinking about last month and all
the times that the sightings were not confirmed by the
person in charge.

So many things can appear to be the head of a bald
eagle, for example, sunlight on a branch or rock, a post
painted white on top or just an overactive imagination.

This went on for about forty minutes. Someone would
think they saw an eagle and Heidi would check it out and
say sorry that isn't a raptor. | was beginning to think that
we were going to be shutout again when suddenly out of
the treetops, a bald eagle on the wing appeared.

At 9:40 a.m., we had finally spotted our first eagle
and much to our delight, the eagle was soon joined by
its mate. In full view, they flew together across the lake.
With our binoculars and spotting scopes, we watched in
awe.

Once you see a bald eagle in flight, there is no longer
any doubt as to what you are looking at. With its large
size, white head and white tail feathers, the bald eagle is
the most majestic bird in the sky. It is no wonder that it
was chosen as our national bird. | think the wild turkey
came in a distant second.

Finally, Catalina 2 the female landed at the top of a
dead tree and the male seemed to be flying with another
eagle. This was probably an interloper and | believe the
male chased it away and then joined his mate in the same
treetop. They remained perched there for the rest of the
viewing time. Although they were too far to get a good
look with binoculars, we could focus in on them with
the spotting scopes.

My thanks to Heidi Hoggan and my fellow eagle spot-
ters. This was really fun.

Editor’s note: Late Saturday afternoon, Marc Stamer,
Resources Biologist on the San Bernardino National For-
est, reported the results of the third bald eagle count of

[DYLLWILD MASSAGE THERAPY
Serving Idyllwild and San Diego

INGreat Massage at a
At ryiMe” Price: $49%

Y R amassagebyk

319-646-0603

the winter. A grand total of 8 eagles (5 adults, 3 juveniles)
were observed at the lake areas during the one hour count.
Five eagles (2 adults, 3 juveniles) were observed in the Big
Bear/Baldwin Lake area, two adults were observed at Lake
Hemet, and one adult was observed at Lake Perris. No
eagles were observed at Lake Silverwood, Lake Arrowhead,
Lake Gregory, and Grass Valley Lake.

Approximately 151 volunteers participated in the eagle
census (82 at Big Bear area, 16 at Lake Arrowhead/Lake
Gregory, 9 at Lake Hemet, 17 at Silverwood Lake and 27
at Lake Perris).

% Dr. Patricia James &

Accepting New Patients

Internal Medicine

& Primary Care

University Park Village
36-921 Cook Street, Ste. 102
Palm Desert, CA 92211

(760) 836-9066
ACCEPTING MEDICARE
& MOST INSURANCES

Scheduling appointments now
_%L' Conveniently located near Cook and Hwy 10 ﬁ?

Witch Hazel, (Hamamelis x intermedia) is a medium-sized
shrub that is valued for bright fall foliage and nodding
clusters of yellow to red blooms that typically appear in early
to mid-February. None exceed the beauty of the ‘Jelena’
Witch Hazel pictured here with its multicolors of red, copper,
yellow, orange and white on every bloom! These are large
shrubs, 12 to 15 feet in height and width for full sun or part
shade that appreciate some rich amended and well-mulched
soil with a little summertime moisture. Most of the flowers
are fragrant and bloom over a long period. Flower stems
make a wonderful, scented winter bouquet indoors. While
our early colonists used the twigs to search for water, Ameri-
can Indians were already aware of the medicinal benefits this
unusual tree offers. Photo courtesy of Harold Voorheis

Subscribe to the Town Crier and get
“Almost all the news — Part of the time.”
Call 659-2145.

gagihé Des:gs or Eery Budet
Additions, Remodels & Decks
RETHINKING EXISTING SPACES

Plans, Interior Details, Stairs, Mantels,
Cabinets, Cedar Slab Furniture

35 Years in Idyllwild = (951) 659-4278
www.padgettdesign.com = St. Lic. # 369591
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Obituary
Norbert (Tom) Wick

Norbert (Tom) Wick,
longtime resident of Pine
Cove, passed away at home
in Sun City, Calif., on Jan.
13, 2011, at the age of 88.

He was the General
Manager of the Pine Cove
Water District and served
two terms on the Board of
Directors before retiring in
1982.

Tom was a retiree with
Cement Masons Local #500,
after being a member for 63
years.

Tom served in the U.S. Navy as a Radioman Second
Class, from July 28, 1942 to March 5, 1947. He received
the American Area Medal, Asiatic Pacific Medal, European
African and Mid-Eastern Medals, Good Conduct Medal

and the Victory Medal.

He is survived by his wife of 64 years, Ellen; children
Marie, Linda and Bill; and two sisters Betty and Marie.
He was the grandfather of five and great-grandfather of

nine.

Tom will always be remembered as a very hard-work-
ing man with an old-school work ethic. He was caring,

honest and very proud of his family.

A graveside service will be held at Riverside National

Cemetery on Feb. 18, 2011.

Emmerson oversees state purse strings

By J.P.Crumrine
Editor

State Senator Bill Em-
merson (R — Hemet) has
been tapped to serve as Vice
Chair of both the state’s Sen-
ate Committee on Business,
Professions and Economic
Development and the Sen-
ate Committee on Human
Services.

In addition to these two
committee assignments, Em-
merson has also been ap-

pointed to the Committee
on Appropriations, Com-
mittee on Budget and Fiscal
Review, and the Committee
on Education.

On the Budget committee,
he serves on the Health and
Human Services subcommit-
tee.

“This is one of the fastest
growing areas in our state
government,” Emmerson
noted. “That’s eight hours a
week.”

Emmerson has also been

selected to be a member
of three Joint Committees
—Arts, Rules, and Legislative
Audit. He will also serve on
two Select Committees in-
cluding one on tax reform.

In addition, he has ac-
cepted an invitation from
the University of California
Provost and Executive Vice
President for Academic Af-
fairs Lawrence H. Pitts to
become a member of the
Advisory Council of the Uni-
versity of California Center

in Sacramento (UCCS).

As a member of the Ap-
propriations committee, Em-
merson expects to be very
busy during the spring. “Our
state’s finances are a mess,”
Emmerson said. “I will con-
tinue to diligently review
every hill that comes before
these committees to ensure
that every taxpayer dollar is
being spent wisely.”

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.
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100-foot tall tree was dying and posed a safety hazard.

Photo courtesy of Sandy French

Asizable chunk of a majestic pine tree falls away as Pacific Slope
Tree cutter Noah Whitney carefully watches his handiwork.
Located at the edge of Wayne Avenue in Fern Valley, the over

Got the

Dr. Jon Dunn,

Free Public Talk
6:30-7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 3, 2011

Menopause Blues?

Dr. Dunn has Solutions—Naturally!

Naturopathic Health Care

Licensed Naturopathic Physician

54790 N. Circle Dr. (951) 659-6124 www.DrJonDunn.com

On Feb. 8, Doug Yagaloff of Mountain Harvest Market and

h F

IDY4U, put on a free Facebook class for the Idyllwild business
community. The Caine Learning Center was packed from

wall to wall.

Photo courtesy of Linda Langenbacher-Bel lezza

The ride up the mountain with Idyllwild as its destination has
been a favorite of car enthusiasts as seen here as an AC Shelby
Cobra pulls up to the Idyllwild Inn downtown.

Photo by Cid Castillo

Call Today for
a Free Estimate

Acorn pest Contro

Only 4-Wheel Drive Company on the Hill!
Workers Comp. Insured
State licensed Pest Control Co.

PR#5386

(951) 927-6852

Burning along Red Hill

The California Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE) and
Riverside County Fire Depart-
ment (RCFD) plan to begin
conducting prescribed burns
along the Red Hill fuel break
below the Idyllwild Nature
Center. The burns were to
begin Tuesday, Feb. 15 and
continue through March 31.

Fifty piles of brush and
slash will be removed dur-
ing this prescribed burn.
CAL FIRE crews worked
throughout summer 2010 to
prepare for this maintenance
program. They thinned brush
and cleared out dead vegeta-
tion along the Red Hill fuel
break. This prescribed burn
is the last step in reducing
the fuel load.

Prescribed fire operations
will be conducted only dur-
ing proper weather condi-
tions and with approval from
the South Coast Air Quality
Management District.

CAL FIRE engines, fire
crews, and overhead person-
nel are assigned to this pre-
scribed burn for its duration.
This and other prescribed
burns are part of the CAL
FIRE and RCFD Pre-Fire
Management Program.

If you have questions or
would like additional infor-
mation on these prescribed
burns, please contact CAL
FIRE/RCFD Capt. Mark Barr
at (951) 712-3072 or Public
Information Officer, Capt.
Mike Smith at (951) 940-
6985.

TO THANK AN ANGEL

Her name is GAYLE ANN.

places.

and sing.

anything.

my uncle Jere sings.

There is an angel | know, and | want to thank her so,

She gave my uncle Jere wings so he could fly again.

He was forever changed the day she stepped into his life,

With love and vowed to be his wife.

She put her arms around him and brought him back into the light,
It gave me such happiness to see, he'd finally be alright.
Thanks for letting him be so lucky to love you,

While taking unselfish care of him until his time was through.
My angel aunt Annie is now how | think of you,

High on my hearts list, a list which holds only a few.

Thank you for who you are, always shining like the brightest star,
For your courage, strength and taking my hand.

And showing me how to put on my big girl panties again,
Thanks for your gestures and kind words of loving concern,
Something my family has never allowed me to earn.

Thanks for he smiles on our faces and for putting people in their

Laughs with tears, to wisp away my fears,
I'll do my best to make you feel better, and hope we can laugh

And whatever tis, you just ask, | never want you to hurt for

How to thank an angel is something | have never been taught,
But | want you to know | love you a lot!

Before your love he had been trying to fly with broken wings,
Now if you listen close you can hear the rest of heaven join in as

Thank you for the presence of your aura that put him into flight,
Because of you, he was able to make it to heaven
To sing for the Lord each and every night.

Thank you! | love you!
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Community calendar ET‘:,,'I @

For the Idyllwild Arts &
Entertainment Calendar, see
“On the Town,” on page 12.

Wednesday, Feb. 16

¢ Idyllwild Rotary Club,
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion
Post 800, 54360 Marion View
Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Kof-
fee Nut at Bone Daddy’z. The
Fort, 54225 N. Circle Dr.

» Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

» Garner Valley Book Club,
10:30 a.m. Call 659-6049.

* Mountain Area Safety
Taskforce meeting 1:30 p.m.
at the Idyllwild Nature Center,

25225 Hwy 243.
* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal

Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6
p.m., Spiritual Living Center,
women only, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard Building).

» Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.

* AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest
Ave.

+ CodependentsAnonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual
Living Center, Church of Reli-
gious Science, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard Building).

Thursday, Feb. 17

* Idyllwild Business Round-
table, 8 a.m. Mile High Cafe,
26600 Hwy. 243.

* “Forgotten God,” Wom-
en’s Ministry Bible Study, 10
a.m.-noon. Chapel in the Pines
Church office, 29430 Hwy. 243,
Mountain Center.

+ Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

* Lake Hemet Municipal
Water District board meeting,
3 p.m., 26385 Fairview Ave.,
Hemet.

* High Valleys Water Dis-
trict, 6 p.m. HVYWD office,
47781 Twin Pines Road, Twin

Pines.

*« ESL class, 6-8 p.m.
Idyllwild School Library, 26700
Hwy. 243.

» Narcotics Anonymous,

7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the
Courtyard Building).

Friday, Feb. 18
* Fern Valley Water District
board meeting, 9 am. FVYWD
board room, 55790 South Cir-
cle Dr.
» Baby Play Group, 10:30
a.m. Call Debbi Geisinger, 659-
8710 or (951) 966-1094.

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30
p-m. Idyllwild Community
Presbyterian Church, Manse
Alcove, Fellowship Hall, 54400
North Circle Dr.

* Celebrate Recovery,
Christ-centered 12-Step pro-
gram. BBQ 6-7 p.m.; Open
Share meeting 7-9 p.m. Former
Morning Sky School, 29375
Hwy. 243, Mountain Center.
Child care available. Call 659-
0097 for information.

Saturday, Feb. 19

« Stand in Silence Vigil for
Peace, Justice and Nonvio-
lence, noon. Town center. Call
659-2718.

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 7
p.m. Community Presbyterian

Church,  Fellowship  Hall,
54400 North Circle Dr.

* Idyllwild Gay Pot-
luck, 6 p.m. E-mail

scottandgregg@verizon.net for
location.

Sunday, Feb. 20

* Peace Meditation Prac-
tice, 10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist
Dharma Center, 53191 Moun-
tain View, Pine Cove.

* Teen Group, 10-11:30
a.m. Spiritual Living Center,
Church of Religious Science,

26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the
Courtyard Building).
* Alcoholics  Anonymous,

12x12 Book Study closed
meeting, noon. Idyllwild Water
District, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5
p.m., Rancho Encino Moun-
tain Club, 45915 Orchard
Road, Poppet Flats, across
from CAL FIRE Station 6.

» Sewing Circle, 1-3 p.m,;
“Art Pad” Awning, 3-5 p.m.
Town Hall.

o Al-Anon “Mixed Nuts”
open meeting, 6-7:30 p.m.
Spiritual Living Center, 26120
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard
Building).

Monday, Feb. 21

» Sewing Circle, 9:30-11:30
a.m.; Observational Drawing
7-9 p.m. Town Hall.

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon & 7:30 p.m. St. Hugh’s
Episcopal  Church, 25525
Tahquitz Dr.

¢ ldyllwild Community
Meditation, Session |: 5:30-
6:30 p.m.; Session Il 6:45-8
p.m. Idyllwild Yoga Studio.
Call Val at 659-5750 for infor-
mation.

» Garner Valley Property
Owners Association, 7 p.m.
Garner Valley Common, 61600
Devil’s Ladder Rd.

™

The Tea Company is the

latest business to join the Idyllwild

Chamber of Commerce. Aribbon-cutting ceremonywas held last
Friday with Chamber Director Richmond Blake, far left, and
Chamber volunteer Peter Buhl, far right, holding the ribbon.
Tea Company personnel are, from left, JamesWheeler, holding
Joseph Wheeler; Trudy Twardowski, “Oma”; Trevor Tal-
bird, assistant manager; and Katie Wheeler, co-manager.

Photo by Cid Castillo

Tuesday, Feb. 22

* Valley Quilters Guild, 9:30
a.m. 305 E. Devonshire, Hemet.

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr;
AA Open Meeting & Big Book
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr.
(the Courtyard Building).

* Healthy Lifestyle Class,
5:15 p.m. optional weigh-in;
health talk by Brenda Scherlis,
5:30 p.m. Silver Pines Lodge,
25955 Cedar St.

e Chamber of Commerce,
6 p.m. Idyllwild Water District
board room, 25945 Hwy. 243.

o ESL classes, 6-8 p.m.
Idyllwild School Library com-
puter lab, 26700 Hwy. 243.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step Study meet-
ing, 6:30-8 p.m. Former Morn-
ing Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243,
Mountain Center. Call 659-0097
for information.

Wednesday, Feb. 23

* Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 a.m. American Legion Post
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Kof-
fee Nut at Bone Daddy’z. The
Fort, 54225 N. Circle Dr.

» Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6
p.m., Spiritual Living Center,
women only, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard Building).

* Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m.  Spirit
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.

* AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest
Ave.

» CodependentsAnonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual
Living Center, Church of Reli-
gious Science, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard Building).

Community service hours
« California Department of
Forestry (bark beetle issues),
8 am.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Mountain Resource Center
25380 Franklin Dr., 659-3335.

* Chamber of Commerce,
54325 North Circle Dr., 12-3
p-m. Monday-Saturday. 659-
3259.

* Idyllwild HELP Center,
26330 Highway 243, 9 am.-
noon & 1-3 p.m. Tuesday-Fri-
day. 659-2110.

o Idyllwild Area Historical
Museum, 54470 North Circle
Dr., 11 am.-4 p.m. Saturday
& Sunday. Group tours by ap-
pointment. 659-2717.

o Idyllwild Library, 54185
Pine Crest Ave., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Monday & Friday, 11 a.m.-7
p.m.Wednesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, 659-2300.

¢ Idyllwild Nature Center,
25225 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday.
659-3850.

o Idyllwild  Skate  Park,
Idyllwild Pines Camp, 26375
Highway 243, 2:30 p.m.-dusk
Wednesday & Thursday; 1:30
p.m.-dusk Friday; noon-dusk
weekends.

« Idyllwild Transfer Station,
28100 Saunders Meadow Rd, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Thursday-Mon-
day; Grinding Facility, 8 a.m.-4
p-m. Monday-Friday.

Trivia test:: What is the birthstone for April?

puowelq :smsuy

Well-Qualified Subaru Motors
Finance Buyers Getas Low as . ..

9%

LULUE]
Percentage
Rate Long Term

FINANCING

on New 2011 Subarus - Length of
Term and Rate Varies with Model -
Give Us a Call for Full Details

New 2011 Subaru
Forester 2.X

Model BFA
7169/BG719059

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE plus
« Factory Air Conditioning
» Power Windows

« Power Door Locks

« Cruise Control

SAVE
$4320

OFF MSRP.

New 2011 Subaru
Legacy 2.5i Sedan

» Multi-Speaker Stereo with CD
» ABS Braking System
« Alloy Wheels and

So Much More!

Model BAB
7116/B3218425
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE plus
« Factory Air Conditioning
» Automatic Transmission
« Power Windows
« Power Door Locks

2°20995

OFF MSRP
Prices and special offers good Feb. 17-23, 2011. Vehicles subject to prior sale. All
advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any
dealer document preparation charge and any emission testing charge. Sales tax
and lic. based on Sale Price. Crier

SUBARU
of San Bernardino

Visit Our Website - www.subarusanberdoo.com

1790 South “E” Street

Next to the 215 Freeway,
Take Orange Show Rd. East to “E” Street,
Go South to Dealership

Call (909) 888-8686

« Cruise Control

« Multi-Speaker Stereo/CD

« Vehicle Dynamics Control
and So Much More!
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Initial thoughts

School staff in jeopardy ...

In his column on the next page, Conor
O’Farrell laments the voters’ unwillingness
to share $18 with the state. This is what it
would cost to ensure that California’s world

)4 renowned state park system remains open

to all — school kids and adults.

The DMV surcharge would not replace
all park fees, but the availability of the system’s resources
would be offered to all state residents. What if Mt. San
Jacinto State Park were closed and staff shifted to another
area? That would have an impact on the local economy.

Some voters may not have $18 to spare, but certainly
not the majority. Some may prefer to spend that $18 on
their lottery fantasies or, as Conor suggests, an extra big
lunch one week.

But $18 is not going to save the State’s school system.
On page 1, we report that Hemet Unified School System
will have to cut another $10 to $15 million dollars from
its current budget. That’s in addition to the nearly $7
million cut a year ago.

In order to save that much money, personnel will have
to be fired. Dr. Lowder, HUSD superintendent, estimates
that the preliminary proposals may recommend a staff
reduction of six percent of classroom teachers and another
10 percent of administrative staff. The total number of
people — fathers, mothers, relatives, neighbors or friends
— may be more than 100.

This definitely affects staffing at Idyllwild School and
may affect HUSD employees who live in Idyllwild. It will
take more than $18 per year to save the state’s educational
system. But if you read my column two weeks ago, I'm
not optimistic that the voters know how to save the
schools.

The majority of voters do not want to reduce funding
for K-12 schooling, but even fewer voters want to pay
more taxes. Let’s just find a few billion dollars of excess
waste in a reserve account.

After decades of working with public sector budgets,
I can assure that the waste | saw is valued spending for
some of you. And the waste you want to trim is a criti-
cal program in others’ eyes. Sure there is waste, but not
nearly enough to protect the education budget.

So ponder this question as you gloat about being a
free rider at others’ expense. If California children can’t
compete for future jobs or innovate in the future business
world, who is going to pay for your social security and
Medicare retirements?

You're wrong if you think your withholding is suf-
ficient to produce the retirement income you have come
to expect!

Instead of debating the placement of various species
obits, we should all tend to the nurturing and educating
of our children and grandchildren; otherwise we will lose
our self-governance and become somebody else’s domin-
ions.

Here’s a real life example! Grace Reed’s sister, Patty
worked in an administrative position for Orange Unified
and Santa Ana Unified School Districts. After 17 years,
she was laid off in June 2010.

During her career, she has seen fewer teachers and grow-
ing class sizes. Like a tumor, the overcrowded classrooms,
especially science and math classes, forced more students
into rooms where the supply of chairs was inadequate.

Patty said observed teachers doing several jobs as the
support staff was lost. She would ask, “How do you
stay compliant? Or make sure the kids are safe?” Budget cuts
limited the nurses’ to once a week visits to campus.

It's on your (the voters) shoulders. Meanwhile, if you
don’t read the story about the Feb. 8 IFPD meeting,
you won't know that | have submitted another public
records request. | asked for a copy of commissioner Ben
Killingsworth’s proxy statement. This | received the next
day. However, 1 am still unaware of what IFPD policy
governs the use of proxies.

J.P., Editor

Readers
write

Editorials, letters to the editor, guest editorials and car-
toons reflect the opinions of the authors and not neces-
sarily the Town Crier or Tindle Publications.

Thanks, Larry

Editor:

I went to the Idyllwild
Fire Protection District
[IFPD] Feb. 8 meeting.
Only eight people showed
up. | was horrified when
| realized that four of us
were from Pine Cove and
our only interest is in the
ambulance services.

The people of Idyllwild
showed a spurt of interest
when they elected a new
board of commissioners.
IFPD is not out of the
woods yet financially and
they need continuing in-
sight, interest and sup-
port.

I understand that the
city of Bell held all the
salary-raising opportunities
in open meetings with the
city attorney present. This
makes a lot of what they
did legal. If indeed the
people of Bell did nothing,
attended no meetings and
voiced no objections to the
salaries, then they deserve
these rapacious officials.

Idyllwild of course, has
duly elected, accountable
commissioners who are try-
ing to make things as easy
as possible for residents to
keep informed. Commis-
sioner Shelley presented a
resolution that would make
all financial information
available online — creating
even more transparency for
the department.

I know this will help a lot
to get the information out to
the residents. I'm not sure,
what with the miserable
turnout, that the populace
of Idyllwild even cares.

There seems to be a dis-
tancing of the Fire Depart-
ment from the town. All
but two of the firefighters
are not locals. We don’t
know them and they don’t
know us or how to drive in
ice and snow. | hear that a
new hire from off the Hill
crashed an IFPD vehicle
on Saunders Meadow Road
recently causing another
needless expense.

When a volunteer, a
veteran of the department
for 27 years retires, what
happens? Nothing.

No recognition by the
commissioners, firefighters,
or town. Nothing. Where is
the sense of community?

Are we so busy with our
own petty concerns that
we can’t show some ap-

Mr. Funny Guy

by Chris Fisher

LIKE, Po You HAVE
To BE PREGNANT ?

Area post offices
BBVA Compass
Fern Valley Water District
Hemet Unified
School District

These will be open:
Idyllwild Health Center
Idyllwild Pharmacy
Idyllwild Transfer Station

Holiday closings

Hill businesses and institutions that will be closed
Monday, Feb. 21, to observe President’s Day:

Idyliwild Library
Idyllwild Water District
Pine Cove Water District
Riverside County offices
U.S. Forest Service

Mount San Jacinto
State Park
Town Crier

preciation for a man who
has given 27 years of his life
volunteering for the safety
of Idyllwild?

Go to Village Hardware
and tell Larry Donahoo
how much his service is
appreciated.

The people of Idyllwild
volunteer for a myriad of
commissions, committees
and boards all for the wel-
fare of the mountain com-
munities. Since the IFPD is
so vital to our community,

See Letters, page 30

com).

How to get a letter published

The Town Crier welcomes letters reflecting all
opinions. Letters should be concise and to the point.
They should be no longer than 400 words. Letters
must be typewritten, double-spaced and in upper/
lower case (not in all caps). Letters must be signed
(unless e-mailed) and must be identified with the
writer’s name, address and weekday phone number.

Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be accepted.
Letters of thanks are not accepted. A special adver-
tising rate is available for thank-you letters. Political
letters cost 10 cents per word.

We reserve the right to reject or edit letters for
length, taste, clarity or frequency of submission. Let-
ters do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Town
Crier staff. Letters may be submitted in person, by
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.
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Town talk

ONTHE TRINGE
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By Cid Castillo, Staff Photographer
“What did you do for Valentine’s Day?”

—r

Gloria Perez Diane Damico
Owner, Perez Cleaning Retired
Services Idyllwild
Idyllwild “It’s our 30th wedding an-

“The whole family gathered

at home for a special dinner

which we ordered from Hid-
den Village Restaurant.”

niversary. So it was dinner
at the Gastrognome. Then
we went to see the Grand
Canyon — one place we
have never seen.”

Gary Wilson David Vasilis
Retired Owner, Dave’s Mobile
Idyllwild Mechanic
“l planned a quiet din- Pine Cove

“I was at the Post Of-
fice mailing money to my
brother — it’s called family
love”

ner at home with my wife
Martha. | learned to cook
in the Army so | served
steak and lobster.”

Free events listings in Visitor’s Guide

The Idyllwild Visitor’s Guide, published semi-annually
by the Town Crier, is the leading resource for visitors to
the Hill. We invite all businesses and organizations to
submit a listing of your upcoming events from Memorial
Day through Halloween. Include name of event, date, time
and location. Listings can be e-mailed to beth@towncrier.
com or dropped off at the Town Crier office.

FoLLowING A LENGTHY RETIREMENT,
NoAH SETTLES IN IDYLLWILD.

fo, T THINK
YouR NEw HoOUSE
ougHT To BE (oMt
IN AT ABout 2,000
SQUARE FEET

1 N

WHAT 15
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Off the leash

By Conor O’Farrell

$18 not much for a world class visit ...

Editor’s note: Proposition 21 would have estab-
lished an $18 annual vehicle license surcharge to
help fund State Parks and wildlife programs.

I have to admit, I'm still smarting over
the defeat of Propostion 21 in the November |
election. I've tried to move on but it’s like one
of those problems that keep rattling around in
your brain that no matter how many ways you look at it
you never arrive at an adequate solution.

Eighteen was the magic number — $18 added to the
vehicle registration fee would provide $500 million to the
care and maintenance of our State Parks.

For those who voted against it, did that $18 a year re-
ally buy you more time on your overpriced house or your
gluttonous dinosaur of a motor-home? Or, was it that, in
your mind, government is already robbing you blind and
that $18 was your line in the sand? No matter how many
ways | look at it | just don't understand it.

Sometimes government gets it right. The California State
Park system is one of those times. Our State Parks have
saved some of the most beautiful real estate in California
from being privately developed and closed off to all but
those who could afford the high price tag of privilege and
set aside to be enjoyed by the people, regardless of their
earning power.

L

Count bald eagles

Volunteers are needed to help the Forest Service count
bald eagles in the San Bernardino National Forest’s 32nd
annual winter bald eagle counts in the San Bernardino and
San Jacinto Mountains on March 12. Lake Hemet volunteers
should plan on meeting at the Lake Hemet Market at 8:30
a.m. for instructions. Volunteers will be stationed around
the lake, where they map and note any eagle observations
during a 1-hour period. Contact Ann Poopatanapong at
909-382-2935 for more information.

To steal Ken Burns’ words, the State Parks are California’s
“best idea,” and we dropped the ball on Nov. 2. This year,
$11 million will be cut from the State Park’s budget and
$20 million in the following years.

Our $18 a year would’ve made the difference. Fees will
rise and parks will close; and that person who cleans your
house or washes your car or busses your table may no longer
be able to afford to take their family and enjoy the best that
California has to offer — $18 a year.

Upon discovering, while having lunch with a friend, that
he voted against the proposition, | asked him why? His
response was, “they’re always picking your pocket.” Picking
your pocket?

We enjoy one of the highest standards of living in the
world. Do we enjoy all the perks of living in this country
because the government “picked our pockets™ Travel the
world a bit, you'll see what a picked-pocket looks like. Our
eyes have become blind to the life we enjoy. By the way, I'm
sure lunch was more than $18.

Let’s get a few facts straight. In the late 1990s, former
Gov. Pete Wilson reduced the vehicle registration fee by 25
percent. The $18 was not a raise but a step towards reinstat-
ing the fee to 1990s levels.

Prop 21 stated that current $120 million state park’s
budget was to be transferred into the general fund and
replaced with the $500 million from the proposed $18 fee.
As other programs get cut, people will start screaming for
that money. But, what is done is done and 1 still think that,
for the time being, we struck out on something that was
good, good for everyone not just a few. Maybe next time
at bat.

Despite the outcome, if you still believe in the State Parks
like 1 do, join the California State Parks Foundation (www.
calparks.org/join/). It will cost you from $25 to $1,000. You'll
get some passes, perks and discounts. And in the future,
understand that sometimes government has a good idea
and sometimes a bad one, try to bone up and know the
difference.
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PEPPLER & ASSOCIATES
53495 Marion View - Idyllwild

EXPERT TAX PREPARATION IN IDYLLWILD

WE OFFER:
Complete Personal & Business Tax Preparation
e Trust & Estate Tax Preparation
e Quick Turnaround

e Electronic Filing

 Evening Appointments

R, STEPHEN T. PEPPLER — Enrolled Agent
Certified Financial Planner

659-6050

By Appointment Only
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Could Pine Cove Market and Gas
closure have been avoided?

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

For more than 50 years, a
gas station and small market
provided Pine Cove resi-
dents with a convenient loca-
tion to purchase necessities.
Additionally, in recent years,
the site provided the only 24-
hour gas station on the Hill.
Both businesses closed just a
few weeks ago after county
officials told owner Ahmed
Aly that the businesses were
built without permits. He
said he had no choice but
to shut down operations
because he couldn't afford
the cost, at least $14,000
each according to county es-
timates, of obtaining them.

Investigation by the Town
Crier has revealed the pos-
sibility that at least some of
the information the River-
side County Planning De-
partment gave Aly was incor-
rect. According to Planning
Department records, Aly
went to the agency on Dec.
20 to find out the permit
status for the businesses on
the property. There, counter
staff told him that none
of the businesses on the
property — the market,
gas station and the auto-
mobile repair shop — had
permits. He was told that
applying for permits could
cost more than $9,600 each,

Lodging
Directory of Idyllwild

plus additional fees for the
environmental assessment
process.

However, it has now been
verified that Aly was mis-
informed. “The front desk
mistakenly told him the
market had no permit,” said
Leila Weiss, ombudsman
for the Transportation and
Land Management Agency
that oversees the Planning
Department. According to
Weiss, there was a building
permit issued in 1965 that
“referenced a market and
dwelling [the apartment
above the market].” She
said that Aly had provided
an address on Highway 243
but the permit was issued
to an address on the Ban-
ning-Idyllwild Highway (the
former name of Highway
243). According to Weiss,
this address discrepancy is
the reason that the counter
staff couldn’t find evidence
of the original permit.

Although Weiss said that
no plot plan or permit could
be found that identified a
gas station on the site, she
said there was “something
in the file that showed Mr.
Friedman [the property’s
landlord] got a building
permit to install electricity to
a monitoring panel in 1994
She then acknowledged that
the purpose of a monitor-
ing panel was to monitor

gas pumps. However, she
maintained that she had
“contacted environmental
health and they had nothing
on record of the gas station’s
existence.”

Ironically, a Geotracker
report available online from
the State Water Resources
Control Board, shows that
monitoring of potential
groundwater contaminants
has been conducted at the
Pine Cove gas station site,
with Riverside County pro-
viding cleanup oversight
since 1999.

In a telephone interview,
Howard Friedman, owner of
the property, said that all the
businesses on the property
were built with permits and
referenced permit updates
were done when gas tanks
were replaced in 1994. Fried-
man said that he would
not discuss whether the
businesses would reopen in
the future, saying, “l have
pending litigation | don't
want to taint” He declined
to say whom he has sued.

The loss of the market

and gas station comes on the
heels of the recent closure
of the post office that also
stood on the property on
Highway 243 at the heart
of Pine Cove. Today, the
property and its buildings
stand deserted and locals
are mourning the loss of
not only a convenient place
to shop, but the sense of
having a social hub where
neighbors could meet and
chat.

“It's very depressing to
pass by and see this cor-
ner empty after all these
years; they've taken away a
landmark,” said Pine Cove
resident Marge Muir.

Efforts are underway
to install the mail box in
front of the Pine Cove Wa-
ter District (PCWD) office.
This may occur as early as
the first week of March,
according to Kelly Gates,
Idyllwild post master, and
Jerry Holldber, PCWD gen-
eral manager.

Beth Nottley can be
reached at beth@towncrier.
com.

Strange but true
If you're thinking about going back to school during this
economic downturn, you might want to consider working
toward a master’s degree in business administration. The
average salary increase enjoyed by new MBA holders is a

whopping 64 percent.

The Fireside Inn & Cabins e Fireplaces,
TV/DVD players, pets welcome ¢ 1-877-797-3473
54540 North Circle Dr. « www.thefireside-inn.com

The Bluebird Cottage Inn

on 3 ac. « www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com ¢ Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 « (951) 659-2696

Children’s program at Monument

The Jr. Trail Guides Explorer Program offered by
the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National
Monument is a free program is designed to connect
youth ages 8 to 24 with the outdoor; to emphasize
health, nutrition, and an active lifestyle; to boost
environmental awareness and the need for conser-
vation; and to increase children’s familiarity with
native Cahuilla culture, local flora and fauna, and
the geology and geography of the area.

The group is limited to 15 children who meet
the third Saturday of each month through May at
the monument’s Visitor Center, 51-500 Highway 74
in Palm Desert. For more information and to make
reservations, call (760) 862-8894 or online at www.
DesertMountains.org.

Churches and Spiritual
Centers Directory
of 1dyllwild

—

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fellowship
Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer.
+ Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 10am
plus Weekly Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038.
On Hwy 243 at Morning Sky School in Mountain Cenfer.

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school,
+ 10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m.
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to
the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

Community Presbyterian Church
54400 N. Circle Dr. 659-2935 ¢ Rev. Richard Olson

* Sunday Worship — 9:30 a.m.
Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~

Child care available « Wednesday: Men's Breakfast — 6:15 a.m.
Idyllwild Bible Church

25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott.
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship.
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.
Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday
Call Church Office for Information. 659-4775

Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals
Top Rated « Views ¢ Creek ¢ Pets ¢ Spas ¢ Fireplaces ¢ Clean!
26345 Delano Dr. « www.quietcreekinn.com ¢ 800-450-6110

Edelweiss LOdge-Www.lcabin4u.com
Romantic cabins ¢ Kitchens ¢ Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

Alhatti Private Christian Resort

A private Christian setting ¢ Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 « (951) 659-2066 * www.alhatti.com

Fern Valley Vacation Rentals
Private Vacation Cabins ¢ (951) 663-0527
www.fernvalleyvacationcabins.com ¢ vacationcabins@live.com

Check out our Lodging Directory
Website at www.towncrier.com

Queen of Angels Roman Catholic Church
4 54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA
Father Charles E. Miller
Winter Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.;
Sat. 4 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.;
Confession: Sat. 3:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

+ '« Epi I Church
St’ ﬂuﬂﬁ S AnPA!lgl?cgnp}-%usgf #ggr for all people

Rev. Gordon Scheible ¢ Sunday Service, 10:00 am

25525 Tahquitz Dr. (in Fern Valley off South Circle Dr.)
Phone (951) 659-4471

[« AN ¢ e
Spiritual Living Center
Idyllwild Religious Science
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard Building) 659-3464.
Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday service, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.;
* Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays.

Shiloh Christian Ministries

~ FULL GOSPEL ~
54968 Upper Pine Crest
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416
+ Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm
International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild
First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Min. Center, CA 92561
Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
* Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi.
SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch. Meditation
instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info. www.zmc.org

% =
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District to consider realtor request

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

The Pine Cove Water
District (PCWD) Board and
general manager devoted
much of the Wednesday,
Feb. 9 meeting to a written
request from Steve Taylor,
president of the Idyllwild As-
sociation of Realtors (IAOR),
for policy clarification about
properties on which the
district has placed a lien for
overdue water bills.

Pine Cove resident and
IAOR Treasurer and Secre-
tary Marge Muir explained
at the meeting that the

economic downturn has
produced a record number
of foreclosures and sellers
walking away from their
properties. Consequently,
when water bills are not
paid, local districts shut off
the water and place a lien
on the property.

If and when the property
sells, water liens are paid
through the escrow process.
PCWD General Manager
Jerry Holldber stated the
district’s policy — after the
lien is paid then water will
be turned on.

But Muir replied that
realtors cannot conduct in-

spections, prior to close
of escrow, without water
flowing. Nor are realtors
expected to pay water liens
since escrow can fall apart.

Taylor and Muir asked
the board to institute a
policy whereby water could
be turned on and off for a
specific inspection period,
with the cost to be borne
through escrow or by the
Realtor. “We'd like to pay
you to go out and turn water
on and off for an inspec-
tion or showing,” said Muir.
“Whoever orders it pays for
it”

Since Idyllwild and Fern

Valley Water Districts have
agreed to work with Realtors
and develop policies that
address the inspection issue,
the PCWD board agreed to
formulate a policy which it
would consider at the March
meeting. Pine Cove resident
lan Tober, explained that the
policy would be a service to
homebuyers and that if the
board did not enact one,
then buyers might look to
purchase elsewhere — in
Idyllwild rather than Pine
Cove.

In other business, Hol-
Idber reported that January
2011 water production was

about 1 million gallons more
than January 2010 because
the winter storms created
many residential leaks. Con-
versely, system demand was
at an “all-time low” of 34 to
39 gallons per minute. The
groundwater level for static
measuring well number 10
rose a foot owing to greater
than normal December and
January precipitation.
Board member Mike Es-
nard reported on a seminar
he attended for public dis-
trict board members and dis-
cussed guidelines to forestall
directors’ becoming involved
in illegalities or conflicts of

interest. Esnard highlighted
two guidelines: that direc-
tors must be open to topics
and issues discussed and
not have an “unchangeable”
position; and that directors
should be impartial and
respectful to other board
members and the public.
Esnard suggested posting
on the PCWD website an
overview of what constitutes
a special district as well as
PCWD’s history. Esnard said
he would be willing to write
that.

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Weather dominated the
agenda of the Tuesday, Feb.
10 Mountain Emergency
Services Committee (MEM-
SCOMM) meeting.

Chief Norm Walker of
the Idyllwild Fire Protec-
tion District reported that
the December rain and
snowstorms caused local
accidents. Office of Emer-
gency Services Deputy Di-
rector Peter Lent noted
that the storms prompted
a California and National
disaster declaration. The
declarations affect public
property only and Lent
said that damage must be
reported within the next

Preparing for extreme weather

60 days to obtain financial
relief. Schools and special
districts, such as IFPD and
the water districts, would be
examples of eligible agen-
cies.

Veronica Alt, Moun-
tain Disaster Preparedness
president, reported that
her group would be stag-
ing a March “no-warning”
bad weather night exercise,
sometime in the first two
weeks of the month.

The guest presenter, Alex
Tardy, meteorologist from
the National Weather Ser-
vice spoke about weather
warnings and how to navi-
gate the service’s site to
obtain up-to-date weather
warnings (www.weather.gov
is the portal to a variety

of service sites including
www.stormready.noas.gov).
“We live in a part of the
country where weather is
extreme, extremely noth-
ing or extremely bad,” said
Tardy, noting the impor-
tance of being prepared
for rapid weather change.
Tardy recounted December
storms in which Mammoth
Mountain received 15 feet
of snow in 10 days and 25
to 28 inches of rain fell in
many areas of Southern
California.

Lent talked about lessons
learned from the Easter
earthquake in Mexicali — of
how quickly and critically
a county’s infrastructure
could be interrupted in a
major quake.

“Mutual aid will come
from Northern California,
Arizona and Nevada,” said
Lent. And Lent cautioned
that the aid might take a
while to arrive.

“A lot of the population
out there think that the
government will come to
save them, but it will be
7 to 10 days before that
aid can arrive,” said Lent.
“Local populations must be
prepared to be on their own
for 7 to 10 days. Water dis-
tribution may be disrupted.
Power will be out”

Chief Walker talked
about the potential for the
Idyllwild Fire Station to be
seriously damaged or col-
lapsed in a major quake. The
station is usually thought to

be an incident command
center in an emergency.
“But this is a block build-
ing, an older block build-
ing, which could collapse,”
he said. Walker advised
that the community should
come together to discuss
and prepare for the possible
repercussions from a giant
quake.

Memscomm Coordina-
tor Gina Moran-McGough
reported that a Community
Emergency Response Team
(CERT) Field day would
be held at the Roy Wilson
Training Center in Thou-

sand Palms and urged local
CERT-trained volunteers to
attend and refresh their skill
sets. “There will be CERT
instructors from all over the
county, and this is a good
networking opportunity for
volunteers,” she noted. Lent
advised signing up early, as
the number of attendees will
be capped.

The next MEMSCOMM
meeting will be on Thurs-
day, March 10 at 9:00 a.m.
at IFPD.

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

ATTENTION
UNLICENSED CONTRACTORS

AND HOMEOWNERS:

Federal tax credit information

Many Californians may be eligible for the Federal
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), which can deliver a
refund of more than $5,600 to low and moderate-income
individuals and families. Free tax preparation sites are
available to help people claim the credit by filing their
tax returns to show eligibility.

The Federal Earned Income Tax Credit is a tax incen-
tive for low-to-moderate-income individuals and families.
For the 2010 tax return due this spring, taxpayers earning
less than $48,362 can qualify. Depending on eligibility,

/.
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the credit can be worth up to $5,666.

Taxpayers earning $48,000 or less in calendar year
2009, or less than $42,000 in calendar year 2008 should
also check their returns to see if they qualified for this
credit in either of those years. Taxpayers can file amended
returns to claim past years’ credits. Individuals who did
not file a return because their earnings were less than the
filing requirement may qualify for the credit as well.

Taxpayers can find more information on credit eligi-

bility at www.irs.gov.

Providing affordable
care for the health
or our community
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“California Business and Professions (B&P) Code
requires all home improvement jobs (grading, con-
struction, remodeling, landscaping, etc.) valued at
more than $500 for labor and materials be done by
an individual or company with a CSLB (Contractors
State License Board) license, and that license number
must be included in all advertisements for their con-
tracting services. ... The number is required by law
to be printed on all contractor business and advertis-
ing documents, such as the bid, contract, print ad, or
business card.” (This is not the same as a Riverside
County Business Registration number, AKA: County
Business License number.)

“If you’re caught contracting (verbally or in writ-
ing, by bid or hourly) without a license, you will
likely have to go in front of a judge to answer to mis-
demeanor charges, which carry a potential sentence of
up to six months in jail and/or a $500 fine, and a po-
tential administrative fine of $200 to $15,000. If you
get caught again, the penalties get stiffer. You could
face a mandatory 90-day jail sentence as well as a fine
of 20 percent of the contract price of the work per-
formed, or a $4,500 fine.”

Source: http//:www.cslb.ca.gov

Ask the person offering their services which license
they hold, if any.

— PAID ADVERTISEMENT —
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Policy shift for
ldyllwild Trailer Park

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

An apparent shift in
county attitude may of-
fer temporary respite to
Idyllwild Trailer Park (ITP)
residents. After facing years
of confusing Riverside
County compliance de-
mands, the county is now
focusing its attention on
ITP’s owner, La Cumbre
Management Company,
rather than individual resi-
dents.

In November 2008,
residents were told that
the park’s private units
must be brought to cur-
rent county code. Residents
were cited for “unpermitted
construction” and the cita-
tions ranged from carports
to one and two-story ad-
ditions that completely
enclose the mobile units.

In the same year, county
Code Enforcement (CE)
convened meetings with
residents at which the
information and choices
presented to owners were
bleak. Any construction
added to original recre-
ation units would have to
be permitted after the fact
and rehabilitated. Those
costs, including permitting
and any required modifica-
tions, would be borne by
unit owners. The alternative
would be to remove the
unpermitted construction.

At those early meetings,
some residents stated that
they had tried to get per-
mits in the past and were
told by Planning Depart-
ment permit personnel that
the county did not issue
construction permits for
mobile homes. Residents
stated that compliance with
current code, as the county

was then requesting, would
not be financially feasible
and could force residents
to abandon their homes
and investments. Residents
explained they had, for the
most part, bought their
homes “as is” with the
architectural add-on’s in
place. They also said that
removing the construc-
tion would, in most cases,
render the units uninhabit-
able. Because CE had cited
almost every unit for some
degree of non-compliance,
owners’ efforts to sell in-
dividual units was vastly
more complicated.

This week, violation no-
tices approved by County
Counsel, will be sent to
residents. “The county must
be on record as having
noticed the violation,” said
3rd District Supervisor Jeff
Stone’s Chief of Staff Verne
Lauritzen.

But, according to CE’s
Officer Hector Viray and
other county sources, no
enforcement action will
be taken on construction
issues unless there is an
apparent health and safety
violation. “We’re not in
the business of displacing
people,” said Lauritzen.

Viray noted the issue
of bringing “unpermitted
construction” to code could
resurface when a resident
transfers title, but said he
did not know if or how
the county would involve
itself in compliance issues
at time of sale.

“Right now we'’re in a
‘wait and see’ mode,” said
Viray. “There is no clock
running for residents. It’s
their property [the indi-
vidual residential units] and
they can do what they see
fit. We just point out the

violations.” CE plans no
further inspections of park
units at this time, according
to Viray.

The county’s is now
focusing on La Cumbre
Management Company,
ITP’s owner and their re-
sponsibility for upgrading
and ensuring the park’s
electrical infrastructure
complies with county code.
Jim Murdock, La Cumbre
principal owner, submit-
ted plans to the county in
November 2010 that remain
in “plan check” and are the
subject of a dispute over
fees.

Murdock explained that
state code that governs
mobile home parks has its
own fee schedules and that
county fees cannot exceed
that schedule. That is the
current basis of the dispute
that Murdock said he hopes
to quickly resolve. “We
want to get these repairs
completed before the part-
time owners return [with
warmer weather],” he said.
“We want to keep it [ITP]
a nice little community.”

Murdock added that
once La Cumbre completes
electrical repairs on the
grid and individual pedestal
connections, he believes it
would promote park safety
for the county to conduct
electrical audits of each
unit to see if there is any in-
dication of internal wiring
problems. “Test the wires
and look for a voltage drop,
something minimal, that
helps insure park safety,”
recommended Murdock.
Unit owners would be re-
sponsible for fixing any
internal wiring problems.

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com
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Historic district on track

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Idyllwild could become
the county’s only Historic
Preservation District by June
this year according to Keith
Herron, chief preservation
officer, Riverside County
Park and Open Space Dis-
trict.

A petition to form an
Idyliwild district will be pre-
sented on Thursday, March
17 to the Riverside County
Historical Commission. The
Commission is charged with
discovering and identifying

persons, events and places
of historical significance in
Riverside County and advis-
ing the Board of Supervisors
on historical matters. If, as
expected, the Commission
approves the Idyllwild Dis-
trict petition, it would then
place it on the Board of Su-
pervisors’ calendar for action
sometime in mid-April.
Unless there is strong
opposition voiced at that
meeting, or in written com-
munication within the notice
period, the Board is likely
to approve creation of an
Idyllwild Historic Preserva-

tion District. The District
would be the only one in
unincorporated areas of the
county.

Following approval, the
county would then contract
with a consultant to draw up
design guidelines for the Dis-
trict, and the Board would
appoint a local Idyllwild
board to administer the
District. “All of this could
be done by June, if current
scheduling holds,” said Her-
ron.

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

Homeless included

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

Every two years, the U.S.
Department of Housing
and Urban Development
(HUD) measures homeless-
ness through counts made
by every county on a specific
day across the nation. This
year’s count was on Monday,
Jan. 24.

In Riverside County, more
than 100 trained volunteers
accompanied by homeless
guides, combed parks, un-
derpasses and shelters to
count people who don’t
have a permanent home. The
guides led the way to little-
known locations that serve
as homeless encampments.
In Idyllwild, Karen Patterson,
executive director of the
HELP Center, was consulted
to provide an estimate of the
number of homeless people
living here.

Patterson said that she re-
ported a total of six individu-
als. “The number is higher
in summertime; the major-
ity [of homeless people]
move out during winter,”
she said. Patterson said her
total included only people
entirely without shelter. She
said there are many more
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| have a Real Contractor’s
License Number #596193

] P.0. Box 3090 Idyllwild, CA 92549

who have found temporary
winter housing, bunking in
with local residents.

Laura Connery, repre-
sentative from the county’s
contractor for the count,
Applied Service Research,
said that a notation will be
made in the data submitted
to HUD explaining that the
homeless population in the
Idyllwild area may be un-
der-represented because our
cold winter climate precludes
people from camping out-
doors and because there is
no homeless shelter at which
a count could be readily
made.

INn count

The results of the count
are used to allocate resources
to state and local welfare
agencies, according to Ron-
ald Stewart, deputy director
for the Riverside County
Department of Public So-
cial Services. The number
of homeless people in the
U.S. counted in HUD’s 2009
count was an estimated
111,000 individuals. In Riv-
erside County, 3,366 people
were counted as homeless.
The results of this year’s
survey are scheduled to be
released in April.

Beth Nottley can be reached
at beth@towncrier.com.
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