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“Basses loaded,” according to Marshall Hawkins (jazz instructor at Idyllwild Arts 
(IA) Academy, bassist and former music director of Idyllwild Jazz in the Pines), 
“Four guys on bass.” On Friday, May 6, as rehearsal for the IA Academy Orchestra’s  
“What’s New” concert began, four bass players pose outside the theatre. From (left), 
Peter Askim, IA’s music director and composer-in-residence, Hawkins, Casey 
Abrams, former IA student and American Idol contestant, and Rufus Reid, jazz 
bassist, educator and composer of “Mass Transit.” The orchestra premiered this and 
three other works in concerts Saturday, May 7 in Idyllwild and Sunday May 8 at 
The Walt Disney Concert Hall in downtown Los Angeles.      Photo by J.P. Crumrine

Printed on 40% 
minimum recycled 
newsprint.

 See page 20.

‘Basses loaded’

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 Editor’s note: This past 
weekend, the Idyllwild Arts 
Academy Orchestra per-
formed its “What’s New” 
concert. Four different pieces, 
each a world premiere, were 
played in Idyllwild Saturday 
and at the Walt Disney Con-
cert Hall on Sunday.
 Rufus Reid, renowned jazz 
bassist and music educator, 
composed “Mass Transit” for 
the academy’s orchestra. 

On Friday, May 6, 
the Town Crier had 
the opportunity to 

discuss the process of com-
position with Reid. The 
following is an abridgement 
of that conversation, which 

Peter Askim, Idyllwild Arts’ 
music director and compos-
er-in-residence, arranged.

How did you become a 
composer?
 Although he was on the 
faculty of William Paterson 
University in Wayne, N.J., 
as full professor and direc-
tor of the Jazz Studies and 
Performance program for 20 
years, Reid, a Northwestern 
University graduate, says 
he never formally studied 
music composition. 
 “When I retired from 
William Paterson, I joined 
the BMI composers work-
shop, that thrust me into 
composing big time,” Reid 
said. “It took me years to 
write.”

 The workshop gave him 
freedom to explore music 
in ways that had eluded 
him as a jazz musician. “I 
didn’t know what I liked,” 
he said. 
 He had to move from his 
comfort zone, not only ar-
ranging a piece, but creating 
the entire piece, not just the 
bass line, from scratch. “My 
pieces sound different, their 
sensibilities are different,” he 
added.

How does it compare to 
playing?
 “People who write mem-
orable stuff are generally 
good players,” said Reid who 
has been a performer all his 
life. “I’m hearing more

See Rufus, page 14

Improvisation composition

By Marshall Smith 
Staff Reporter

On Friday, May 6, 
Idy l lw i l d  Co m -
munity Recreation 

Council (ICRC) President 
John Simpson and Vice 
President Dawn Sonnier 
told the community, via 
email, that the scheduled 
June construction for the 
playground on the Idyllwild 
Community Center (ICC) 
property would be delayed 
for four to six months. 
 Simpson indicated that 
the county Planning Depart-
ment notifi ed ICRC on May 
4 that zoning restrictions 
require ICRC to obtain a 
Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP), since the zoning 

ICRC playground 
on hold

for the parcel on which the 
playground is to be built is 
“Commercial, Scenic High-
way,” (CPS). 
 That process, explained 
Deputy Planning Director 
Greg Neal, is different from 
the process that ICRC previ-
ously negotiated for its Par 
Course. According to Neal, 
the Par Course is on a par-
cel zoned either R-1 or R-2 
(residential) and that the 
playground is sited “mostly 
or entirely on CPS.” 
 Neal noted that the plan-
ning process begins with 
the requirements applicable 
to existing zoning. “That is 
planning 101, you pull out 
the zone [before proceed-
ing],” he noted. CPS zoning

See ICRC, page 10

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

  Editor’s note: We will 
continue with more articles 
about SmartMeter instal-
lation, examining issues of 
safety, privacy, and where ap-
plicable, opt-out provisions. 
The meters are again in the 
news with a recent recall of 
1,600 Pacifi c Gas & Electric 
meters.

Pacific Gas & Elec-
tric (PG&E) said on 
Monday, May 2, that 

it would replace 1,600 wire-
less SmartMeters due to “a 
rare defect” that causes the 
wireless meters to run fast 
and infl ate customers’ elec-
tric bills. However, Southern 
California Edison (SCE) 
offi cials were quick to point 

SmartMeters 
back in the news

out that their meters come 
from a different manufac-
turer and are “defect free.”
 The PG&E SmartMeters 
in question are manufac-
tured by a Swiss company, 
Landis+Gyr (LG), and rep-
resent a small percentage of 
the 1.2 million LG meters 
already installed in Cali-
fornia, according to PG&E. 
The utility also contracts 
with General Electric for 
SmartMeter manufacture.
 Because of  a cascade 
of citizen complaints, the 
California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) re-
quired PG&E to develop 
and submit to the CPUC a 
customer opt-out provision 
The prospective provision 
has further stoked customer

See Meters, page  10
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2011 SUBARU

OUTBACK
            2.5i Premium Package

Stock #: 217141
Vin #: B33999911

Model #: BDD

• All-Wheel Drive standard
• 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
• 6 standard airbags
• 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
• All-weather package

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Payments based on 10,000 miles/year. Total due at signing includes Customer down payment, 
1st lease payment and may include $595 Acquisition Fee. Available through May 31, 2011.

Located in the Cathedral City Auto Center on Hwy 111 and Perez Road • 67-925 East Palm Canyon
(760) 318-4700  •  www.palmsprings.subaru.com

PER MONTH LEASE
36 MONTHS / 10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT

$299
$2,899 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 299 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $3,793 Total due at 
lease signing 
(*plus tax & 
license)

We’re Here For You Idyllwild!

$220
$1,999 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 256 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $2,850 Total due at 
lease signing 
(*plus tax & license)

PER MONTH LEASE/
36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

lease signing
(*plus tax & license)

Stock #: 217183
Vin #: BH518761

Model #: BJD

• Automatic
• 4-wheel ABS
• Subaru Boxer engine
• All-Wheel Drive standard

2011 SUBARU

IMPREZA              
2.5i Premium Package

Idyllwild Weather
From the National Weather Service

 Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
 5/12 5/13 5/14 5/15 5/16

73/48
Sunny.

73/44
Sunny.

64/38
Mostly sunny 
with a slight 

chance of 
rain in the 
evening.

55/36
Slight chance 
of rain in the 

morning, 
partly cloudy 

afternoon.

58/36
Partly cloudy

 Idyllwild this year Idyllwild last year
Date High Low M S High Low M S
5-2 na na    62 33        
5-3 77 36    70 35   
5-4 83 42   72  38  
5-5 80 45   72 39  
5-6 78 44   71 41  
5-7 70 42   73 41   
5-8 na na   71 37 
 Moisture in inches Snow in inches
To date this season (Idy): 28.83 To date this sea son (Idy): 44.9
To date last season (Idy): 23.54 To date last season (Idy): 35.91
Total last season (Idy): 23.61 Total last season (Idy): 35.91
To date this season (PC): 35.38 To date this season (PC): 78.25
Total last season (PC): 30.92 Total last season (PC): 72.5

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and 
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m. 
at the Idyll wild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are 
measured by resident George Tate, also at 4 p.m. 
Moisture inches include all precipitation such as rain, 
melted hail and melted snow.
 Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road 
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at 
1-800-427-7623.

Fire log

 Hill fi re stations respond-
ed to the following calls, 
Monday to Sunday, May 2 
to May 8, 2011:

Idyllwild Fire Department 
and Ambulance
 May 2 — Walk-in medical 
aid.
 May 3 — Medical aid, 
Fairway Drive, Idyllwild.
 May 4 — Medical aid, 
Delano Drive, Idyllwild.
 May 5 — Walk-in medical 
aid.
 May 5 — Medical aid, 
Saunders Meadow Road, 
Idyllwild.
 May 6 — Medical aid, 
Saunders Meadow Road, 
Idyllwild.
 May 7 — Medical aid, 
Terwilliger Road, Anza.
 May 8 — Medical aid, 
Lilac Lane, Idyllwild.

Riverside County Fire, 
Pine Cove
 Log unavailable

Riverside County Fire, 
Garner Valley
 May 4 — Traffi c collision, 
39000 block of Highway 371, 
Anza.
 May 6 — Traffi c collision, 
38000 block of Highway 371, 
Anza.    

Riverside County Fire, 
Pinyon
 Log unavailable.

News of record

block of Apple Lane in Anza. 
The suspect was arrested and 
incarcerated at the Southwest 
Detention Center in Mur-
rieta pending a Monday, May 
9 court date.

CHP log

  
 

The resident post of the 
California Highway Patrol 
responded to the follow-
ing call  from Monday to 
Sunday,  May 2 to 8. This 
may not be a complete list 
of responses:

 May 4 — Single-vehicle 
traffic collison with one 
injury, Highway 371 west of 
Highway 74, Anza.
 May 4 — Two-vehicle 
traffi c collision, Highway 243 
west of Saunders Meadow 
Road, Idyllwild. 

Sheriff’s log

 The Lake Hemet Sub-
division of the Riverside 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
responded to the following 
calls from Tuesday, May 3 
to Tuesday, May 10. This 
may not be a complete list 
of responses:

 May 3 — An unidentifi ed 
suspect is reported to have 
committed felony grand theft 
auto at the intersection of 
Howard Road and Highway 
371 in Anza. The case re-
mains open but suspended.
 May 4 — A man iden-
tified as Arthur Bonificio 
Olivarez, 30, of Anza is sus-
pected of having committed 
felony grand theft auto and 
felony burglary in the 41900 

 All people identifi ed here 
are presumed innocent of 
these preliminary charges 
pending court actions. Only 
the names of suspects charged 
with felonies will be printed.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 Sometime around 10:30 
p.m. Friday, May 6, vandals 
threw a rock through the 
window of the Village Center 
offi ce of Idyllwild Realty. A 
police report was filed but 
the Town Crier has not yet 
received a copy of the report. 
Dora Dillman confi rmed that 
she cleaned up the broken 
glass and debris shortly after 
10:30 p.m. “I think it has 

More vandalism
nothing to do with this offi ce,” 
she said. “Some people said 
they saw two kids running 
toward Village Market [after 
the incident].
 The Riverside County 
Sheriff ’s Department, Hemet 
Station, recommends report-
ing any incidents of vandal-
ism so that the department 
can track crime trends in the 
greater Idyllwild community.
 Marshall Smith can be 
reached at marshall@towncrier.
com.

 A Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection event is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 
14, in Idyllwild at the Riverside 
County Road Yard (fi rst right 
past the Idyllwild Fire Station). 
The event will go from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The collection is 
open to all Riverside County 
residents.
  The event will accept resi-
dentially generated household 
hazardous wastes; business or 
nonprofit waste will not be 
accepted. 
 Typical wastes include used 
motor oil, paint, antifreeze, 
household and automotive 
batteries, pesticides, cleaning 
products, sharps (needles/sy-
ringes or lancets), fl uorescent 

Household hazardous 
waste collection 

in Idyllwild Saturday
lamps, and electronic wastes 
such as televisions, computers, 
VCRs and telephones. Limit the 
amount of waste transported 
to no more than 5 gallons 
or 50 pounds maximum per 
vehicle.
  The collection will not ac-
cept explosives, radioactives, 
ammunition, asbestos, com-
pressed gas cylinders over 40 
pounds and infectious or medi-
cal waste other than sharps.
  The Collection Event is 
subject to cancellation dur-
ing inclement weather or for 
other hazardous conditions as 
determined by the county. 
 For questions or informa-
tion, call (951) 486-3200 or 
(800) 304-2226.

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 On Sunday, May 8, at 
about 4:30 p.m., Riverside 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
(RCSD) deputies responded 
to a lost hiker call at the 
trailhead of Black Mountain 
Trail and Highway 243, north 
of Idyllwild. 
 Two hikers, Lucia Terrasas, 
27, and Justin Gerard, 36, 
both of San Diego, used a 
cellphone to call RCSD when 
they became lost and disori-

Lost hikers rescued on 
Black Mountain trail

ented after leaving the trail 
sometime after 11 a.m. The 
Riverside Mountain Rescue 
Unit (RMRU) was mobilized 
but weather conditions, fog 
and low visibility prevented 
use of helicopters. As a result, 
RCSD advised the hikers to 
settle into a camp site for the 
night.
 On Monday, May 9, at 
about 8:20 a.m., RMRU spot-
ted the hikers about three-
quarters of a mile north of 
the trailhead. Neither hiker 
required medical attention.

Local DUI saturation patrol Saturday
 The California Highway Patrol will conduct a DUI 
saturation patrol Saturday night, May 14, and into Sunday 
morning, from 8 p.m. Saturday to 3 a.m. Sunday. The 
emphasis of the saturation patrol is to detect and arrest 
intoxicated drivers, as well as to enforce all traffi c laws 
within the unincorporated areas of Banning, Beaumont, 
Idyllwild, Hemet and San Jacinto. 
 For further information and/or questions contact Public 
Information Offi cer Darren Meyer at (951) 769-2000.
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DrJonDunn.com 

New Location! 
Dr. Jon Dunn,  

Licensed Naturopathic Doctor,  
is re-locating his practice.  

 

New location, same professional 
health care—Naturally! 

Refill your pharmacy On-Line—Free Shipping! Simply go to 
the STORE on Dr. Dunn’s website and click on REFILL.  

If you’re a patient of Dr. Dunn, request your PASSWORD by  
e-mail: Jon@DrJonDunn.com 

Naturopathic Health Care 
74-075 El Paseo, Suite A-9 

Palm Desert, CA 92260 
(951) 659-6124 

 

LILAC GARDENS LILAC GARDENS
GUIDED WALK, TEA & ART SHOW 

LILAC GARDENS
GUIDED WALK, TEA & ART SHOWGUIDED WALK, TEA & ART SHOW

Saturday, May 14th 
11 to 3 (Tea Service: 11-2) 

25024 Fern Valley Rd, Idyllwild. 

Tickets

                      

Most Fire Safe Homes on the Hill Contests
 Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council in partnership with 
Idyllwild Fire, CalFire/ Riverside County Fire and the U.S. For-
est Service is sponsoring a contest to identify the Most Fire Safe 
Homes on the Hill. Property owners may enter their home in this 
contest to be judged on its defensible space and ember resistance. 
The guidelines for defensible space and ember resistance are 
available on our webpage, www.mcfsc.org.
 To enter your home, complete the application on the back of 
this card and return it to: MCFSC, PO BOX 507, IDYLLWILD CA 
92549 (25380 Franklin Dr.) 951-659-6208. At this time, we are 
only accepting applications for homes located in the communities 
of Idyllwild, Mountain Center and Pine Cove. One winner will be 
selected from each area. All entries must be received by May 31, 
2011 and the winners will be announced on June 15, 2011. 
We look forward to working with you and good luck!

MOST FIRE SAFE HOMES ON THE HILL 
CONTEST APPLICATION

Owner’s name:_______________________________

Property address:_____________________________

Mailing address:______________________________

Telephone number:____________________________

Year home was constructed:_____________________
 By entering this contest, I give permission for the Mountain Com-
munities Fire Safe Council to enter my property for the sole purpose of 
judging it for this contest. This information will not be used for any other 
purpose other than this contest.
 Additionally, by if my home is selected as one of the winners; I give 
permission for my name and a photo of my home to be published in the 
Idyllwild Town Crier and the MCFSC Newsletter. Property addresses 
will not be released. 

chasing each other up into the trees. I went back inside 
and got my video camera as they put on an exhibition 
of baby squirrel gymnastics or, as I like to call it, squirrel 
practice. I fi lmed them leaping from tree branch to tree 
branch and then all playing follow the leader across my 
roof and into the tree directly above my head. One by 
one they all jumped back onto the roof, which created a 
pleasant plopping sound as they landed.

Tidbits …
The Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) hiking 

season is now, like the local wildfl owers, in 
full bloom. The hikers are everywhere you 
look, shopping in the market, collecting mail 
at the post offi ce, using the computers in 
the library and walking up and down all the streets in 
town. 
 It is very easy to engage them in conversation; just 
ask where they are from and if this is their fi rst time 
on the PCT. Most of the hikers are happy to share this 
information and I have had some pleasant conversations 
this past week.
 Although it is still rare to see young children out on 
the trail, the hikers seem to come from all age groups 
between the late teens and up to 70s and even 80s in a 
few cases. It is always encouraging to see the older hikers 
out on the trail, including Idyllwild’s own Special K, who 
not only is hiking this year but always takes the time to 
be a trail angel. 
 Speaking of trail angels, I got a good laugh out of Yogi 
at the PCT kickoff when I told her that Les and I were 
trail devils. I told her we try to exploit, take advantage 
of and use hikers for profi t. The reason it is so funny 
is that most hikers have nothing to exploit other than a 
good story for the Town Crier.
 The PCT is not the only local trail for hikers. A couple 
of weeks ago, I hiked the Ernie Maxwell Scenic Trail. 
Much to my surprise, I saw fi ve mountain bikes chained 
to the trailhead sign on the Tahquitz View side of the 
trail. Right next to that was a sign that had a bike with 
the international symbol for “No.” 
 Last week, I hiked the Deer Springs Trail to Suicide 
Rock, which I had yet to complete this year. It was a 
very beautiful spring day, warm, but not too hot. There 
were still six streams running across the trail and I was 
surprised that Marion Creek had nicely fl owing creeks on 
either side. I don’t remember if I have ever seen the two 
smaller creeks before.
 I met a couple from Philadelphia who now live in 
Ventura County. This was their fi rst trip to Idyllwild and 
they had hiked Devil’s Slide Trail on Saturday and then 
Deer Springs Trail on Sunday. They really liked everything 
about the town of Idyllwild and were happy to have 
discovered our mountain village. I told them there is no 
place like 92549.
 Finally, the wet year we are having seems to have made 
an explosion of not only wildfl owers but of all living 
creatures as I have been seeing lots of rabbits, quail and  
baby squirrels.
 When I went outside yesterday, I saw about a dozen 
squirrels all running along a PVC pipe fence rail and 

Outside Idyllwild
By Bruce Watts

the library and walking up and down all the streets in 

Terry Griner
General Building & Engineering Contractor

License# 530771 A&B

P.O. Box 1692 - Idyllwild, CA 92549

951-659-5660 Offi ce      951-659-0053 Fax

GRINER CONSTRUCTIONI

The bottom symbol says no 
bikes on the Ernie Maxwell 
Scenic Trail.
Photo by Bruce Watts

Despite the weather this past weekend, the previous weekend 
offered signs that spring has sprung (or at least is in the process 
of springing)! A beautiful yellow carpet of fl owers was on display 
along Highway 74 in Garner Valley for the past several weeks. 
Some called it the “Gold Fields.” 

Photo by Robert Haine

Golden eardrops (Dicentra 
chrysantha ) is a gray peren-
nial, 2- feet-tall with 4-foot 
spikes of yellow, aromatic 
fl owers that appear in early 
May and often continue into 
July.  It is one of the species in 
the “bleeding-heart” genus 
of plants. It is cold tolerant 
to 5 degrees Farenheit or less. 
Unfortunately, deer browse 
this native plant. The seeds 
usually do not germinate 
unless desiccated or seared 
by fi re. The Kawaiisu Indi-
ans applied dried, mashed 
roots of Dicentra chrysantha 
to the chest for heart pains. 

Photo courtesy of Harold 

Voorheis 

Free books and computer use for hikers
As a gesture of welcome to Pacifi c Crest Trail hikers, the 

Idyllwild Library is giving each hiker a free paperback of the 
individual’s choosing. 
 The library also has computers available for use, free of 
charge, to check email or to check on trail conditions.
 The Idyllwild Library is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday.
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Go to www.IdyllwildPharmacy.com 
to save with our monthly specials, refi ll 
prescriptions and fi nd out more about 

your neighborhood store.
54391 Village Center Dr.

(951) 659-2135

Serving our Community Since 1977Serving our Community Since 1977Serving our Community Since 1977

Idyllwild 
Pharmacy

Dr. Patricia James
Accepting New Patients

   Internal Medicine 
   & Primary Care

       University Park Village
36-921 Cook Street, Ste. 102

Palm Desert, CA 92211
(760) 836-9066

ACCEPTING MEDICARE
 & MOST INSURANCES

Scheduling appointments now
Conveniently located near Cook and Hwy 10

(free)

 My wife and I live in Pinyon and consider Idyllwild to 
be our hometown. It’s a rare weekend you don’t see us 
at the Red Kettle on Saturday and Sunday morning. Last 
week, after a great breakfast and great service, we decided 
to do a little shopping. 
 As we looked over the goods outside the thrift shop 
we couldn’t help but notice that a guy had taken a break 
from working on some furniture outside the shop and was 
calmly working on the hooves of a horse that someone 
had ridden up on. My wife and I looked at each other 
and said, nearly at the same time, “Only in Idyllwild.”

Annalisa & Roger Hahn 
Pinyon Pines

 “Only in Idyllwild” may be sent one of four ways: e-mail
to beth@towncrier.com, call 659-2145, Ext. 17, fax to 659-
2071 or drop off at the offi ce, 54295 Village Center Drive.

Only in Idyllwild

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 At a press conference to 
highlight Wildfi re Awareness 
Week, CAL FIRE Director 
Ken Pimlott advised South-
ern California residents to 
take precautions in the ad-
vent of local wildfi res.
 “As we moved from 
Northern to Southern Cali-
fornia, we could see signs 
of how fast the conditions 
were turning dry,” he said. 
“You must not become com-
placent.” More than 5,000 
wildfi res occur in California 
annually.
 Pimlott stressed the im-
portance of defensible space 

Wildfi re Awareness week ends,
preparation continues

and the “Ready, Set, Go” 
policy, which was discussed 
and featured at the Moun-
tain Communities Fire Safe 
Council community meeting 
only days before the CAL 
FIRE event.
 Despite uncertainties 
about the eventual state 
budget, Pimlott said he was 
confi dent CAL FIRE would 
have the resources to defend 
against wildfi res this year. He 
stressed he has had meetings 
with the governor’s offi ce and 
explained that fi re season is 
year-round and not limited 
to summer and early fall.
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

The Town Crier was saddened to hear that young Edgar 
Hernandez recently passed away after fi ghting many ill-
nesses following the traffi c collision several years ago that 
left him paralyzed.
 For those who feel moved to help the Hernandez family, 
facing steep medical bills, La Casita is hosting a benefi t din-
ner on May 18 and a secial account has been established at 
BBVA Compass bank.

To get a listing in “Mountain folk,” visit www.towncrier.
com, click on “News” in the menu at the top and click on 
“Submit a news item,” stop by and fi ll out a news form or e-
mail beth@towncrier.com.

Mountain folk

Riverside County Third District Supervisor Jeff Stone
speaks during CAL FIRE’s Wildfi re Awareness Week event. 
Also speaking (from left) at Thursday’s press conference were 
Riverside County Board of Supervisors Chairman  Bob 
Buster, Riverside County Fire Chief John Hawkins, CAL 
FIRE Director Ken Pimlott and Fifth District Supervisor 
Marian Ashley. Not shown is the CAL FIRE’s Southern 
Region Chief Dale Hutchinson.     Photo by J.P. Crumrine

The Idyllwild Firefi ghters Association’s 50th Annual Benefi t 
Spaghetti Dinner was an astounding success, especially the 
dessert table (above) being supervised by Firefi ghter Tammy 
Wright-Fogle. Partaking in the goodies are Idyllwild Fire 
Department Chaplain Don Hales and his wife, Lynn. Below, 
besides consuming spaghetti, attendees had an opportunity 
to socialize. Here (left to right) Joyce and Ted Cummings
discuss the meat sauce with Paramedic Jack Peckham
and IFPD Chief Norm Walker.      Photos by Cid Castillo

On April 20, Barry Shapiro, president of Idyllwild Pharmacy, 
and his wife, Linda, visited Nashville, Tenn., to see the Anaheim 
Ducks play the Nashville Predators in the opening round of the 
NHL playoffs. Between periods, they read and shared the Town 
Crier website from his iPhone.

Photograph courtesy of Barry S. Shapiro

The latest business to join the Idyllwild Chamber of Commerce 
is Village Nail Salon located in Strawberry Creek Square. Dur-
ing Friday’s ribbon-cutting ceremony, the ribbon was held by 
Chamber President Nick Todd and Chamber Treasurer Kim 
Mueller, as Salon Owner Dena Barmore wields the scissors, 
accompanied by her fi rst customer, Ann Castillo.  

Photo by Cid Castillo
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HEMET VALLEY MORTUARY
Dignified • Caring • Professional

Family Operated
• Complete Funeral Arrangements and Cremation Services

• Pre-Arrangement Counseling
• Out-Of-Town Arrangements
• Riverside National Cemetery

Finer Service At Lower Cost
403 N. San Jacinto St. (951) 658-4433 • Hemet, Calif. 92543

Lic.# FD 833 Matthew & Vicki McWane

Single guy, with two great dogs (with impeccable 
references), here on relocation from Boston/LA  to 
work on nonprofit organization. In need of a living 
situation. A cabin would be delightful but not es-
sential; a well-cared-for home would serve just fine 
also winterized. 6- to 12-month lease, prefer unfur-
nished. My ideal location would be lower Fern Valley 
or the upper rim.The closer to the creek the better 
and/or a great view. 

(314) 882-6677              hperez@campout.org

P.S. — I’d prefer not to live around traffic areas.

Community calendar
 For the Idyllwild Arts & 
Entertainment Calendar, see 
“On the Town,” on page  11.
   

Wednesday,  May 11
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion 
Post 800, 54360 Marion View 
Dr.
 • Town Crier News Meet-
ing, public welcome, 8:30 a.m. 
Jo’An’s Restaurant, 25070 Vil-
lage Center Dr.
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
 • La Leche League, 10 a.m. 
Call 659-8321.
 • Community Presbyterian 
Church Guild, noon. 54655 
Falling Leaf Dr.
   • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building). 
 • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m.  Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.
 • AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild 
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest 
Ave.
 • Mountain Disaster Pre-
paredness board meeting, 
6-7:30 p.m. Creekstone, Inn, 
54950 Pine Crest Ave.
 • Public Meeting to pro-
vide input for the Mount San 
Jacinto State Park Long Valley 
Management Plan, 6-8 p.m. 
Palm Springs Aerial Tramway 
Valley Station, Cascade Cafe, 1 
Tramway Rd., Palm Springs.
 • Observational Draw-
ing class, 7-9 p.m. Town Hall, 
25925 Cedar St.
 • Anza Municipal Advisory 
Council, 7 p.m. Anza Commu-
nity Building, 56630 Hwy. 371, 
Anza.
 • Codependents Anonymous 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual 
Living Center, Church of Reli-
gious Science, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building).

Thursday, May 12
 • Idyllwild Business Round-
table, 8 a.m. Bluebird Inn, Con-
ference Room, 26620 Saddle 
Dr.
 • Idyllwild Water District 

Budget Committee meeting, 9 
a.m. IWD board room, 25945 
Hwy. 243.
 • MEMSCOMM, 9 a.m. 
Idyllwild Fire Station, 54160 
Maranatha Dr.
 • Women’s Bible Study, 10 
a.m.-noon. Chapel in the Pines 
Church office, 29430 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center.
 • Idyllwild Francophonie 
(fluent-French speakers), noon. 
Café Aroma, 54750 North Cir-
cle Dr.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.
 • Lemon Lily Festival Steer-
ing Committee meeting, 1 p.m. 
Idyllwild Nature Center, 25225 
Hwy. 243.
 • CSA36/ICRC joint meet-
ing, 5:30 p.m.; ICRC meeting to 
follow (approx. 7 p.m.); IWD 
board room, 25945 Hwy. 243.
 • ESL class, 6-8 p.m. 
Idyllwild School Library, 26700 
Hwy. 243.
 • Mile High Radio Club, 
6:30 p.m. Idyllwild Fire Station, 
54160 Maranatha Dr.
 • RACES, 6:30 p.m. Idyllwild 
Fire Station, 54160 Maranatha 
Dr.
 • Narcotics Anonymous, 
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the 
Courtyard Building).

Friday, May 13
 • Idyllwild Water District 
Personnel Committee meeting, 
8:30 a.m. IWD board room, 
25945 Hwy. 243.
 • Baby Play Group, 10:30 
a.m. Call Debbi Geisinger, 659-
8710 or (951) 966-1094.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30 
p.m. Idyllwild Community 
Presbyterian Church, Manse 
Alcove, Fellowship Hall, 54400 
North Circle Dr.
 • Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ 
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meet-
ing 7-9 p.m. Former Morning 
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center. Child care 
available. Call 659-0097 for in-
formation.

Saturday, May 14
 • County of Riverside 
Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection, County Road Yard, 
25780 Johnson Rd.
 • Stand in Silence Vigil for 
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence, 
noon. Town center. Call 659-
2718.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 7 
p.m. Community Presbyterian 
Church, Fellowship Hall,  54400 
North Circle Dr.

Sunday, May 15
 • Peace Meditation Prac-
tice, 10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist 
Dharma Center, 53191 Moun-
tain View, Pine Cove. 
 • Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.  
Spiritual Living Center, Church 
of Religious Science, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard 
Building).
 • Alcoholics Anonymous,  
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m., 
Rancho Encino Mountain 
Club, 45915 Orchard Road, 
Poppet Flat, across from CAL 
FIRE Station 6.
 • Al-Anon “Mixed Nuts” 
open meeting, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Spiritual Living Center, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard 
Building).

Monday, May 16
 • Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting (open), 9 
a.m. Call Betty for location 
(951) 468-4032. 
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon & 7:30 p.m. St. Hugh’s 
Episcopal Church, 25525 
Tahquitz Dr. 
 • Idyllwild Community 
Meditation, Session I: 5:30-6:30  
p.m.; Session II: 6:45-8 p.m.  
Idyllwild Yoga Studio. Call Val 
at 659-5750 for information.
 • Chamber of Commerce, 
6 p.m. Idyllwild Water Disrict 
board room, 25945 Hwy. 243.
 • Garner Valley Property 
Owners Association, 7 p.m. 
Garner Valley Common, 61600 
Devil’s Ladder Rd.
 • Observational Drawing 
class, 7-9 p.m. Town Hall, 25925 
Cedar St.

Tuesday, May 17
 • Mountain Communities 
Fire Safe Council public board 
meeting, 9:30 a.m. Mountain 
Resource Center, 25380 Frank-
lin Dr. Call 659-5208 for infor-
mation.
 • Camp Alandale’s Friends 4 
Orphans, 10 a.m. 25420 Lodge 
Rd.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
AA Open Meeting & Big Book 
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious 
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. 
(the Courtyard Building).
 • International Healing 
Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m. 
Shiloh Christian Ministries, 
54960 Pine Crest Ave.
 • Healthy Lifestyle Class, 
5:15 p.m. optional weigh-in; 
health talk by Brenda Scherlis, 
5:30 p.m. Silver Pines Lodge, 
25955 Cedar St.
 • Cancer Self-help Group, 
5:30 p.m. Call 659-6262, 
 • ESL classes, 6-8 p.m. 
Idyllwild School Library com-
puter lab, 26700 Hwy. 243.
 • Hemet Unified School Dis-
trict board meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
HUSD offices, 1791 W. Acacia 
Ave., Hemet.
 • Celebrate Recovery, 
Christ-centered 12-Step Study 
meeting, 6:30-8 p.m. Former 
Morning Sky School, 29375 
Hwy. 243, Mountain Center. 
Call 659-0097 for information.
 • Idyllwild Right to Life, 7 
p.m. Call 659-5228 for loca-
tion.
 • Idyllwild Water District 
Public hearing re: Water & 
Sewer Stand-by Assessments, 7 
p.m. IWD board room, 25945 
Hwy. 243.

Wednesday,  May 18
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion 
Post 800, 54360 Marion View 
Dr.
 • Town Crier News Meet-
ing, public welcome, 8:30 a.m. 
Jo’An’s Restaurant, 25070 Vil-
lage Center Dr.
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
 • Pine Cove Water District, 
10 a.m. PCWD, 24917 Marion 

Ridge Rd., Pine Cove.
 • Garner Valley Book Club, 
10:30 a.m. Call 659-6049 for 
location.
   • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building). 
 • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m.  Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.
 • Codependents Anonymous 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual 
Living Center, Church of Reli-
gious Science, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building).

Community service hours
 • California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection 
(bark beetle issues), 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. Monday-Friday.  Moun-
tain Resource Center 25380 
Franklin Dr., 659-3335.
 • Chamber of Commerce, 
54325 North Circle Dr., 12-3 
p.m. Monday-Saturday. 659-

3259.
 • Idyllwild HELP Center, 
26330 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-
noon & 1-3 p.m. Tuesday-Fri-
day. 659-2110.
 • Idyllwild Area Historical 
Museum, 54470 North Circle 
Dr., 11 a.m.-4 p.m.  Saturday 
& Sunday. Group tours by ap-
pointment. 659-2717.
 • Idyllwild Library, 54185 
Pine Crest Ave., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 659-
2300.
 • Idyllwild Nature Center, 
25225 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday.  
659-3850. 
 • Idyllwild Skate Park, 
Idyllwild Pines Camp, 26375 
Highway 243, 2:30 p.m.-dusk 
Wednesday & Thursday; 1:30 
p.m.-dusk Friday; noon-dusk 
weekends.
 • Idyllwild Transfer Station, 
28100 Saunders Meadow Rd,  8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Thursday-Mon-
day; Grinding Facility, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m. Monday-Friday. 
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How to reach us

Phone:
(951) 659-2145

or toll-free: 
1-888-535-6663

Fax: (951) 659-2071
E-mail: itc@towncrier.com

Website: www.towncrier.com

When to reach us 

OFFICE HOURS
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Monday – Friday
Closed Saturday & Sunday    

DEADLINES MONDAY
News Items — 10 a.m. 
Classifi ed Ads — Noon 
Display Ads — Noon

u

Grace Reed 
Publisher

J.P. Crumrine
Editor

Halie Johnson
Production Manager

u

Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter
Sandy Burns 

Classifi ed, Service Directory 
& Legal Sales Advisor

James Larkin 
Production, Circulation

Shane Fender 
Advertising Sales
Becky Farthing 

Desert Advertising Sales
Beth Nottley 

Staff Reporter, Copy Editor
Cid Castillo 

Staff Photographer
Juli Burleson
Accountant 

Wayne Parker
Newsstands

u

Contributors:
Lee Arnson • Renate Caine
Jack Clark • Mike Esnard

Chris Fisher • Steve Hudson
Jenna Hunt • Conor O’Farrell

RMRU • Cihan Sesen
Bob Smith • Dave Stith

Bruce Watts

u

Please read your ad. 
We assume no responsibility 
for errors after fi rst insertion.

The IDYLLWILD TOWN 
CRIER (USPS 635260) is pub-
lished weekly for $29 per year 
in county and $33 per year out 
of county by the IDYLLWILD 
TOWN CRIER, P.O. Box 157, 
54295 Vil lage Center Dr., 
Idyllwild, CA 92549. Periodical 
postage paid at Idyllwild, CA. 
Send subscription and change 
of address requests to the 
above address. Please allow up 
to two weeks for requests to 
take effect.

POSTMASTER:
 Send address changes to 
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER, P.O. 
Box 157, Idyllwild, CA 92549.
 All contents of the Idyllwild 
Town Crier are copyrighted by 
the Idyllwild Town Crier. Per 
copy, 75 cents (tax included). 
Single mailing of newspaper, 
$2.50.
This newspaper is printed 

on recycled paper.

How to get a letter pub lished
 The Town Cri er wel comes letters re flect ing all 
opin ions. Letters should be con cise and to the point. 
They should be no long er than 400 words. Let ters 
must be type writ ten, dou ble-spaced and in up per/low er 
case (not in all caps). Let ters must be signed (unless 
e-mailed) and must be iden ti fi ed with the writ er’s 
name, ad dress and weekday phone num ber. 
 Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be ac cept ed. 
Letters of thanks are not ac cept ed. A special ad ver tis ing 
rate is avail able for thank-you letters. Political letters 
cost 10 cents per word.  
 We reserve the right to reject or edit let ters for 
length, taste, clar i ty or fre quen cy of sub mis sion. Letters 
do not necessarily refl ect the opinions of Town Crier 
staff. Letters may be sub mit ted in person, by mail, by 
fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.com).  

Readers 
write

Vet service
Editor:
 It has been years since we 
have had a local, full-service 
vet in the Idyllwild area.
 When we recently adopt-
ed two kittens, we wanted 
the best for them and so 
took them to a recom-
mended vet in La Quinta 
for their first tests, shots, 
exams, etc. However, she 
was very expensive and, of 
course, not convenient. So 
we were very happy to see 
the ad for Dr. Susan and 
her “Vetmobile” in a recent 
Town Crier. 
 We wanted to get our 
girls spayed and so emailed 
Dr. Susan and got a quick 
and thorough response to 
our questions and were told 
to call her with any other 
concerns. 
 Since it is surgery, our 
main concern was the an-
esthesia and so we called 
her and got a full explana-
tion of the type she uses 
and its safety. We also had 
a long conversation about 
her background and experi-
ence.
 She invited us to just 
stop in and see her offi ce 
before scheduling the sur-
geries, which we did. She 
is very proud of her fully 
equipped offi ce on wheels 
and we were impressed with 
her facilities.
 We had our kit tens 
spayed on Saturday, May 7. 
We emailed her the night 
before to confi rm the ap-
pointments and payment 
types accepted. She replied 
that, “We are honored to be 
of service to you, and are 
looking forward to taking 
care of the kittens tomor-
row.” How many vets do 
that?  
 She was extremely busy 
that day and yet we still 
felt she gave very personal 
service. In fact, she even 
called today (Monday) to 
see how they were doing. 
They recovered amazingly 
quickly from the anesthesia 
and surgery and our only 
problem is keeping them 
from being too active, too 
soon. 
 We feel fortunate that 
Dr. Susan has established 
her practice in this area 
and hope Idyllwild pet own-
ers will support her much 
needed services.

 Mary & Steve Kenyon
Pine Cove

Proposed funding 
for MDP
Editor:
 I believe that the Pine 
Cove Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (Station 23) has been, 
and currently is, dead. 
 I also believe  that Dan 
Johnson, Riverside County 
Mountain Battalion fire 
chief, killed it so as to di-
vert its funding source, a 
Pine Cove parcel assessment, 
toward daily county opera-
tions, a county responsibility 
already paid for within our 
taxes.  
 The Pine Cove Volunteer 
Fire Department has been 
non-functional for years. I 
asked for evidence of vol-
unteer service hours. Dan 

Johnson told the residents of 
Pine Cove to take a hike.  
 Any shell game to fi x it 
is a ponzi scheme to further 
mislead and abuse the people 
of Pine Cove.
 The only volunteer left 
will likely not show at all 
during an emergency, given 
his current beliefs, no mat-
ter what he may say or do 
publicly.   
 I suggest we reprogram 
the parcel assessment to de-
velop disaster and emergency 
preparedness within Pine 
Cove. Perhaps such revenue 
should support the develop-
ment activities of Mountain 
Disaster Preparedness within 
County Service Area 38.

 Jeff Smith
Pine Cove

Initial thoughts
Newspapers: founder and subscribers of others …
 

 Two announcements today, so if you 
really need an opinion piece, I apologize.
 First, July 7, 2011 is a special day for 
past and present Town Crier employees 
and subscribers and, I hope, for many Hill 
folk, too. It is the 100th birthday of Ernie 
Maxwell, founder of the Idyllwild Town Crier 

and noted Idyllwild environmentalist and volunteer.
 Thanks to some suggestions and ideas from his family 
and friends, we hope to offer a week of events honoring 
him. While a small group has begun the initial planning, 
there is still much to organize and prepare in the next six to 
seven weeks. So, if celebrating Ernie and his ideas interests 
you or you have some ideas about how to do this, contact 
Grace Reed, Town Crier publisher, at (951) 659-2145.
 The cascade of events will begin with the annual Fourth 
of July Parade. The Town Crier and friends will build and 
enter a fl oat in the parade in Ernie’s honor. Marshall says 
he has a fl at-bed truck committed to carrying an array of 
current personalities past the holiday crowds.
 Exhibitions of Maxwell’s art, drawings, articles and 
personal memorabilia will be on display throughout the 
week at various venues. The Nature Center will feature 
artwork focusing on his attention to environmental issues. 
The Idyllwild Area Historical Society will present a exhibi-
tion about Maxwell that they offered several years ago. The 
Idyllwild Arts’ Krone Museum will have another exhibition 
devoted to his work, including rare carvings. The Town 
Crier will focus on his drawings and ideas published in his 
local paper. And, Carol Mills’ gallery will exhibit artwork 
that has been collected from other friends and family.
 Friday will be a memorial walk up and down the Ernie 
Maxwell Scenic Trail. Information about Maxwell and his 
eponymous trail will be available at both the trailhead 
and end. Hikers are invited to join many of us walking 
the trail. You may choose your own pace or join a group 
to discuss the man’s amazing life.
 Friday evening will cap the week with a community 
celebration and announcement of the fi rst Ernie Maxwell 
Award. This will be given to an individual or group that 
represents his spirit of community and volunteerism that 
creates a spark suffi cient to motivate others to join the 
cause.
 To select the fi rst recipient of the Ernie Maxwell vol-
unteerism honor, we’ll use these working criteria: 
 1. A group or person. While Ernie may have acted 
alone when wrote his columns, his role with the Izaak 
Walton League and in Idyllwild was one of promoting 
community.
 2. They should demonstrate a tangible, perhaps physical, 
effect on the community. It is not suffi cient to advocate. 
The Ernie Maxwell Scenic Trial is an example of accom-
plishment.
 3. They should have been in existence or participat-
ing for more than two years. Avoid ephemeral urges or 
temporary issues.
 4. Whatever they are doing should be done without 
compensation, the very nature of volunteerism.
 5. It would be good, and maybe this is a tie-breaker, 
to demonstrate that the idea, recommendation or effort 
has expanded beyond the initial group or person. That 
the community has actually adopted or incorporated the 
actions.
 Suggestions for the fi rst recipient and offers of sharing 
memorabilia (which will be returned) may be given to 
Grace at the above number.
 While on the subject of newspapers, I’d like to let those 
of you who have subscriptions to other papers such as the 
Press-Enterprise and Los Angeles Times, that the current 
delivery force of Kim and Chuck Schlicht believe their 
problems with a distributor have been rectifi ed.
 They realize the past few weeks have been frustrating, 
but Kim believes they are back to normal and apologizes 
for the missed papers.

J.P., Ed i tor

 Two announcements today, so if you 
really need an opinion piece, I apologize.
 First, July 7, 2011 is a special day for 
past and present Town Crier employees 
and subscribers and, I hope, for many Hill 
folk, too. It is the 100th birthday of Ernie 
Maxwell, founder of the Idyllwild Town Crier 

Mr. Funny Guy               by Chris Fisher

Supervisor moves date for meetings
 Third District Supervisor Jeff Stone has changed his 
May schedule for citizen meetings to noon to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, May 26. Every month, Stone makes himself 
available to meet with Idyllwild residents about mat-
ters that concern them. The meetings take place at the 
Idyllwild Fire Station on Maranatha Drive. To schedule 
an appointment, call his offi ce at 1-866-383-2203.
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Town talk 
By Cid Castillo, Staff Photographer  

What do you think about current gas prices? How has this affected you? 

Betty Anderson
Artist, Actress, Singer

Idyllwild
“The price of gas at the 
pump has nothing to do 

with the price of gas. It has 
to do with the Middle East. 
Living in Idyllwild (instead 
of San Diego) has helped 

cut our costs considerably.”

Jeanine Stocks
Outdoor Education

Idyllwild
“Somebody has to do some-
thing to control it, but hon-
estly, I don’t know who that 
is. I haven’t really changed 
my driving; if I need to go 

somewhere, I just go.”

Jerry Buchanan
Retired School 
Administrator

Idyllwild
“I’m not going off the Hill 
as often as I used to do. 

However, the grandkids are 
down there and it’s become 

a $30 round trip.”

Shawn Lunney
Carpenter
Idyllwild

“Way overpriced. A lot of it 
is the tax the state puts on 
it. I really haven’t changed 
my driving habits. If you 

have to go somewhere, you 
just have to go.”

A hundred years of Ernie

Town Crier founder Ernie Maxwell cartoon originally published 
in the July 15, 1960 edition of the Town Crier. Maxwell would have 
been 100 years old this year.

Chimney Sweep
Steve Zaccardi

(951) 659-2869
(951) 313-7710 cell

Hill Resident
Quality Furniture Repair

Dave Sandlin
(951) 659-3528

STUMP
GRINDING

While hiking, be aware of and 
prepared for rattlesnakes …

With spring in full swing, it is 
time again to explore our local hiking 
trails. However, the potential threat of 
rattlesnakes might  concern those who 
are interested in this activity. 
 “Watch where you sit and where 
you step,” said Department of Fish and 
Game Lt. Dan Sforza. Snakes are particularly 
active during spring when they come out of 
hibernation and warm themselves in the sun, 
Sforza warned. When aggravated, rattlesnakes 
give a nasty, venomous bite.
 The breed of rattlesnake that inhabits our 
local trails and mountains is the Crotalus 
oreganus helleri — Southern Pacifi c Rattle-
snake. This snake is primarily nocturnal and 
active during periods of excessive daytime 
heat. Even moderate temperatures can bring 
this snake out. So, this makes it active for 
most of the time on our trails. 
 When alarmed, a rattlesnake shakes its 
tail back and forth. The movement rubs the 
rattle segments together producing a buzzing 
sound, which serves as a warning. Juveniles 
are born with only a silent button at the end 
of the tail and are less likely to be heard.  

Contrary to popular belief, rattlesnakes do 
not deliberately stalk human beings — their 
natural diet consists of rats, mice, gophers, 
small birds, frogs, and even the occasional 

meaty insect. Nevertheless, people still 
get bit. This is mostly due to their own 
fault. 
 To avoid being bitten, fi rst, know 
your snake. Rattlesnakes like summer 
evenings the best, just as the sun is go-
ing down and when it has gone. They 
are most active during the summer 

nights. This just happens to coincide with 
the frailty of human eyesight kicking in as 
the sun goes down, so take care. 
 Use a fl ashlight when walking about and 
wear good footwear. Rattlesnakes like warm 
days, period. Be it any season of the year, 
even winter, a rattlesnake can venture out 
in search of the warmth. Suitable air tem-
perature for rattlesnakes is between 70 and 
90 degrees Fahrenheit (or 21 to 32 degrees 
Celsius). 
 Most rattlesnakes are not generally sitting 
about in the open. If they are in the open, 
they are usually moving through it to cover 
or protection. Rattlesnakes want to avoid 
contact with predators who can easily spot 
them in the open, including humans and 
large animals. 
 Therefore, you will most likely encounter 
rattlesnakes around rocks, shrub and brush, 
or wherever there are nooks for them to hide. 
So again, “Watch where you sit and where 
you step.”  

See Off the road, page 26

Off the main roads
By Les Walker, RMRU member

meaty insect. Nevertheless, people still 
get bit. This is mostly due to their own 
fault. 
 To avoid being bitten, fi rst, know 
your snake. Rattlesnakes like summer 
evenings the best, just as the sun is go-
ing down and when it has gone. They 
are most active during the summer 

Education that doesn’t leave this 
generation behind …
 I am often surprised at how little 
parents and educators in general 
actually understand what and who 
drive the education agenda. Let me 
give you some examples:
 In the 1990s there was an explosion in 
innovative teaching. Educators were only be-
ginning to acknowledge that teaching needed 
to be tailored to the student because of their 
different and often unique abilities.
 There was an interest in what is still 
called “learning styles” or is also known as 
individual “intelligences.” It was during this 
time also that educators began to realize 
that students needed a variety of resources 
instead of relying on only one textbook per 
subject or grade.
 This more complex approach to teaching 
required real expertise and created a problem 
because many teachers often did not have 
that. Those of you who recall whole language 
probably saw either great results or a real 
mess. The results depended on the depth of 
training of the teacher. Teachers doing their 
own version of “whole language” was often 
a disaster.
 These differences were worrisome and 
it looked as though teachers were largely 
experimenting, often leaving them unable 

to justify what they were doing. Sud-
denly, there was the beginning cry for 
a more direct, controllable approach 
to instruction, largely because students 
were not competitive on international 
math and science exams.
 Beginning with the year 2001, the 

Bush administration, supported by many 
Democrats, joined with the business commu-
nity and particularly publishing companies 
to formulate policies that in much of the 
U.S. led to the following:
 • One prescribed textbook per grade and 
subject;
 • A teacher’s guide for textbooks or sub-
jects, often telling teachers where to stand, 
how to point, and what to say (“Saxon 
Math”). Other programs were more intel-
ligently scripted (“Reading Recovery”) but 
teachers noticed that they were often forced 
to move on whether kids were ready or not, 
largely ignoring individual differences and 
needs of students.
 In fact, the publishing companies acquired 
immense infl uence over education because 
their products led to scripted teaching and 
they created mandated tests largely tied to 
their teaching guides. (See “The 500 pound 
Gorilla,” http://www.alfi ekohn.org/teaching/
500pound.htm). This entire effort became

See Thoughts, page 26

Renate’s thoughts
By Renate Caine, Ph.D., Director of Research and Professional Development, 

Natural Learning Research Institute, Idyllwild

to justify what they were doing. Sud-
denly, there was the beginning cry for 
a more direct, controllable approach 
to instruction, largely because students 
were not competitive on international 
math and science exams.
 Beginning with the year 2001, the 
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BLUE’S TRANSMISSIONS
Blue Loyle – Owner      Se Habla Español

Specializing In Automatic & Standard
Don't ask an ordinary garage to repair your car's transmission. With shop facilities

located at 298 S. Ramona Blvd. in San Jacinto, phone 951-487-6506, one of the
area’s #1 transmission specialists, BLUE’S TRANSMISSIONS stands ready to
serve you with expert repairs in this critical area! Automatic or standard transmissions,
U-joints, drive axles, shift kits, clutches, as well as major or minor auto repairs are
provided here. From a minor adjustment to a complete overhaul or replacement,
you should do business with BLUE’S TRANSMISSIONS when it comes to transmissions! 

Since they can repair all makes and models and offer exchange service on rebuilt
units, there is no reason your vehicle should be tied up for more than a few days
in most cases. A free inspection and easy terms are just a few more reasons why
you should always consult this outstanding transmission shop for any service your
car may require. We are glad to suggest this first-rate shop to all of our readers. Blue
would l ike to thank al l  his fr iends and customers. “Our Mission is to keep your 
transmission shifting.”

Boy’s Burgers
Jose Luis – Owner

Drive on in for good eating! That's the motto at BOY’S BURGERS where you will
enjoy both American and Mexican food and fast drive-in service. Located at 167
N. Carmalita St. in Hemet, phone 951-929-2142, this well-known drive-in features
all of your traditional favorites as well as some very special delicacies.
Hamburgers, cheeseburgers, chicken sandwiches and many other delicious
Mexican dishes such as tacos, burritos, tortas, and more are available on their
complete menu. Be sure to order a cold, refreshing soft drink or a thick, creamy
shake to go with your meal, and don't forget french fries!

If you're in a hurry and can't wait too long, just phone in your order and it will be
ready when you are. Call 951-929-2142 for orders to go. The writers of this 2011 Look
At Business take this opportunity to suggest BOY’S BURGERS to all our readers.

Randy & Denise Ennes – Owners
CA Lic. #7411069

Window design isn't just something anyone can do! A properly
designed window requires the services of an expert in the field. Such
a firm is THE BLIND MAN, INC. at 814 S. State St. (1 block south of
7th St.) in San Jacinto, phone 951-654-5938!

This window decorator believes in complying with your wishes and
offers suggestions to further enhance YOUR basic decorating ideas. They offer
many lines of distinctive products for you to choose from in the way of wood blinds,
verticals, mini-blinds, shutters, and more. Their biggest contribution however, is their
seemingly endless flow of ideas for the beautification of window treatments in your
home or office. THE BLIND MAN, INC. is not satisfied until you are and they'll go
out of their way to ensure a decorating scheme of versatile beauty and easy
upkeep for your home.

The writers of this 2011 Look At Business suggest that you contact this qualified
and suggested firm of window treatment designers whenever you're contemplating
decorating or remodeling. Randy, Denise, and their staff thank all their clients from
the Hill and invite you to stop in soon.

H & D Automotive
Friendly Family Owned & Operated Since 1971

When the people of this area look to someone to take care of any mechanical
problems they might have with their car or truck, they generally head straight for
H & D AUTOMOTIVE located at 414 W. Florida Ave. in Hemet, phone 951-925-5717.

With the automobile as complex as it is today, you owe it to your car to let these
qualified people take care of the problem. This well known shop specializes in all
types of expert automotive repair and service. They use only the latest equipment
and handle any size job in the shortest time and at the most reasonable rates.

The writers of this 2011 Look At Business suggest this reliable shop to the readers
of this area. When you take your car to the experts at H & D AUTOMOTIVE you
can be assured that the work will be done right the first time around.

Up to 30% Off on Labor

S & K Grading
General Engineering Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated     CA Lic. #A-791950
If you're planning to have any grading and excavating work done, call S & K

GRADING located in Anza, phone 951-763-2214. This is one firm that has the
equipment to turn out a custom job...no matter how big OR how small.

This capable contractor is noted for their honest and forthright business policies.
The prices are right and their fast, efficient service is guaranteed to please.

Serving the urban areas as well as the agriculturists, this outstanding company
has had "tons" of dirt moving experience. Whether you're in need of an access
road, a basement dug or anything requiring precise excavating or grading, call the
professionals today! As the writers of this 2011 Look At Business, we think that you'll like
the service AND the quality of work you always get from S & K GRADING.

Folks who look for quality in landscape
materials and supplies specify CHERRY
VALLEY NURSERY AND LANDSCAPE
SUPPLY for all their needs. Located at

37955 Cherry Valley Blvd. in Cherry Valley, phone 951-845-5626 or visit
www.cherryvalleynursery.com, this leading supplier offers high quality sand and
gravel; topsoil; soil conditioners; mushroom compost, bulk "ready to use" for your
raised gardens, garden boxes and container gardening; dairy manure and fill dirt.
People throughout the Idyllwild area know that when they contact CHERRY VALLEY
NURSERY AND LANDSCAPE SUPPLY, they are getting quality products. They will
deliver or you can pick up your landscape products. They also offer the area’s
largest selection of fruit, nut and shade trees; roses; flowers and bulbs along with
genuine Marathon sod, sprinklers and irrigation supplies. CHERRY VALLEY
NURSERY AND LANDSCAPE SUPPLY always offers the finest materials obtainable.
Give Sandy a call about your bulk orders.

Whether your need is for sand and gravel, compost, top soil, soil conditioners, or
nursery products, do what smart homeowners do and see this firm for all your
needs. We think you'll be more than pleased with their products and YOUR results!

Norton Iron, Inc.
Serving Riverside County For Over 30 Years

NORTON IRON, INC. located at  3875 Industr ia l  Ave. in Hemet,  CA, phone 
951-658-2296, is the area's leading manufacturer and supplier of quality ornamental iron
products. This quality conscious firm features gates,  porch co lumns,  ra i ls ,
ba lconies,  pool  enc losures,  s ta i rcases,  ADA rai l ings,  fences,  and many
other interior and exterior exciting ideas in metal! They would like EVERY homeowner
to remember that iron retains its beauty throughout the years and is THE strongest
material for its purpose! Build with ornamental iron for increased property value
and remarkable durability. Their own experienced crews handle the installations
and there is ALWAYS a satisfied customer when the job is done.

For quality construction and workmanship in beautiful, everlasting ornamental
iron, call NORTON IRON, INC! The writers of this 2011 Look At Business think
you'll be more than happy with the results of that call! Tim and his staff appreciate
your business. It’s never taken for granted.

Phoenix Stone
Locally Owned & Operated By Alan Wisler     CA Lic. #843413

Real quality, superior products and service are what you’ll always find when you
chose PHOENIX STONE for all of your marble and granite installations. Located in
San Jacinto and serving the entire area when you phone 951-634-7862 or visit
www.phoenixtileandstone.com, they feature one of the area’s finest selections
of marble and granite, solid surfaces for countertops, flooring, walls, and other
applications. If you are building or remodeling, and want a kitchen or bath that is
a showplace of beauty and convenience, call Alan and find out more about the 
distinctive designs available. Their honest and forthright business practices have
won them the respect and admiration of their customers. It’s the kind of quality that
stands behind the name PHOENIX STONE, your best choice for custom marble
and granite installations.

The wri ters of  th is 2011 Look At Business are pleased to suggest th is f ine 
company to all our readers. All major credit cards are accepted.

Emeritus of Hemet
Home-Like Quality Care For Seniors

RCFE # Pending     Equal Housing Opportunity
Every year, EMERITUS OF HEMET reaches out to service an ever-widening area.

This assisted living facility stands like a sentinel in the area to guard the health and
welfare of all our senior citizens.

EMERITUS OF HEMET is located at 1177 S. Palm Ave. in Hemet, phone 951-929-5988
and is becoming more important every day. There is reason for this. EMERITUS OF
HEMET combines a relaxed home-like atmosphere, daily activities, delicious
meals, medication management and more, to ensure independence for their residents
even though they are no longer able to live alone. They are equipped to give the
best in 24-hour assisted care as well as a special neighborhood for the memory
impaired.

EMERITUS OF HEMET is continually making changes in order to keep up with the
latest developments in the assisted care field. They are striving to better meet the
increasing demand for their services. Phone 951-929-5988 for more information or
visit www.emeritus.com. They appreciated your trust and the families who depend
on them.

JC Custom & Classics
People in the local area don’t have to look far and wide for a firm that is capable

of doing the highest quality auto body work and painting. JC CUSTOM & CLASSICS
located at 341 W. Esplanade Ave. in Hemet, phone 951-654-9822, can refinish and
re-paint any car or truck, foreign or domestic. Automobiles require specialists to
repair or replace body panels and refinish them to their original beauty, and JC
CUSTOM & CLASSICS offers work that is well known as being fast, economical,
and beautiful! This specialty shop can handle custom metal fabrication, fiberglass
stereo enclosure, fiberglass boat repair and paint, lifts, lowers, hydraulics, airbags,
vehicle wrap/decal design, and all your custom painting needs, such as airbrushing,
pin stripping, and flames. They also have the experience in both body work and
painting to restore that classic or antique car to showroom beauty. Contact them
for your antique car and classic car body and painting needs!
The writers of this 2011 Look At Business suggest you see JC CUSTOM & CLASSICS

for your antique and classic auto body and painting needs.
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Frey’s Antiques
Over 25,000 Sq. Ft.     Beyond Expectations

If quality antiques are your passions, FREY’S ANTIQUES offers antique lovers the
area’s finest selection of painting, prints, fine furniture, mirrors, pottery, glassware,
porcelain, toys, jewelry, clocks, quilts, lighting, sterling silver and more.

They are located at 42151 E. Florida Ave. (St. Hwy. 74 and Meridian) in Hemet,
phone 951-927-1182, and have gained the reputation among collectors and
antique dealers as one of the f inest ant ique shops in the area. Their qual i ty 
merchandising techniques, service-oriented staff, state-of-the-art computerized
inventory control system, and their unique locator service are what make this shop
an antique heaven for all of its customers. You haven’t been to an antique shop
quite like FREY’S ANTIQUES, where customer satisfaction comes first and if you
don’t see what you are looking for, they will do their best to find your item of choice
through other dealers. They are open Tues. – Sat., 10am – 5:30pm and Sun., 11am
– 5pm. Closed on Mondays and the month of August.

The writers of this 2011 Look At Business suggest that you stop by or call this
one-of-a-kind antique shop. It’s one of the favorite places to shop for antiques.

Jim McComas 
Auto Body Repair Inc.

Same Location Since 1977
Better bodies begin at JIM MCCOMAS AUTO BODY REPAIR INC. This is one

body and paint shop that has built a reputation of quality work simply by doing the
finest body work in the area. From a simple dent-pulling session or glass replacement
to a major rebuild, you can trust your car or truck to the specialists at this shop with
complete confidence. They figure they’re one of the best and they’ll go out of their
way to prove it to you!

Located at 200 S. Gilbert St. in Hemet, phone 951-658-2538, this is one body
shop that is almost universally accepted by leading insurance adjusters because of
the high standard of  work they maintain.  No wonder so many f leet  operators,  
business owners, and other people who depend on quality automotive services
have made JIM MCCOMAS AUTO BODY REPAIR INC. their personal body shop.
The quali ty of their work always comes through and the prices are more than 
competitive. Trust your body work to one of the best, JIM MCCOMAS AUTO BODY
REPAIR INC. Jim and his crew thank all their valued customers from the Hill and
they look forward to seeing you when the need arises!

Lotus Tattoo
James & Ashley Mullin – Owners

Tattoos are a beautiful way of expressing your unique individuality. If you are
thinking about a tattoo, you have probably realized that it is important to know the
reputation of your tattoo artist. LOTUS TATTOO are artists in whom you can trust
with complete confidence in providing a sterile environment. They do both stenciling
and free hand tattoos, as well as tattoo re-coloring, cover-up, and body piercing.

LOTUS TATTOO is located at  1881 E. Flor ida Ave, Ste.  B in Hemet,  phone 
951-929-5202. This firm is favorably known for reliable service and fair prices.
Their popularity is due to the fact that they stand behind the quality of every tattoo
that they do.  Come in today and see what kind of beautiful artwork they are capable
of creating for your personal enjoyment.

The writers of this 2011 Look At Business agree that if you are searching for a 
talented artist, LOTUS TATTOO is one of the best.

Lizzy Anne’s 
Garden Center

Open To The Public
Your complete lawn and garden headquarters for the Riverside County area is

LIZZY ANNE’S GARDEN CENTER located at 56480 U.S. Highway 371 in Anza,
phone 951-763-4834, and they carry just about EVERYTHING!

Known as the gardener's best friend, this fine shop features one of the area's
finest selections of mountain hardy plants, shrubs, trees, and all types of beautiful
and decorative nursery stock. As you browse through their many bargains, you'll
see green products, fertilizers, insecticides, herbicides, fungicides and many other
types of specialty chemicals designed for optimum plant growth and health.

LIZZY ANNE’S GARDEN CENTER is also your complete seed supply and you can
find a garden full of goodness just waiting to be planted!

The writers of this 2011 Look At Business, suggest that all area residents visit this
complete lawn and garden center soon.

Advantage Auto Glass
Robert Monroe – Owner

Got a broken windshield? See the professional auto glass specialists, ADVANTAGE
AUTO GLASS in Hemet, phone 951-765-9555, and have it replaced by this mobile
glass repair expert!

Many types of auto repairs can be performed by anyone with proper tools and
complete instructions. Replacing a windshield is the exception to this rule. Trust
y o u r  c a r  t o  A D VA N TA G E  A U TO  G L A S S ,  t h e y  d o  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  g l a s s  
replacements in the area.

Regardless of what type of vehicle you have, this firm can replace the glass in it
quickly and inexpensively. As the writers of this 2011 Look At Business, we suggest
this fine mobile auto glass service to our readers in the Valley and Idyllwild area!

Darrell & Barbara Salkeld – Owners
The personal touch is just about gone from stores of all kinds

these days. One store in Hemet hasn't forgotten what personal
service and friendly smiles are all about, though, and we're
talking about the GROCERY OUTLET!

Located at 1470 E. Florida Ave., phone 951-766-8819, this
"neighborhood grocer" has been helping local people with their food needs for
many years, and they've built a business based on personalized service and quality.

SAVE 25% to 40% on Groceries, Deli Items, Frozen Foods, Snacks, Health
and Beauty Aids. They also carry fresh produce and milk. Senior Days are the
2nd and 4th Tuesday each month with $3.00 off $25.00 minimum purchase and
Bingo is 9am – noon. The frozen food department at the GROCERY OUTLET is
regarded as one of the very finest in town, with frozen entrees, vegetables, juices
and other frozen food items, especially ice cream!

Darrell and Barbara would like to thank their valued customers for your business
and invite you to stop in soon.

“When Living At Home Is No Longer An Option”

5801 Sun Lakes Blvd.
Banning, CA 92220
951-845-2220

www.thelakesatbanning.com
Lic. #336409176

The security you desire…The luxury you deserve…The affordability you demand.

Quinn’s Automotive
Locally Owned & Operated By Tom Quinn

NAPA AutoCare Center
Featuring complete repair service on most types of automobiles, QUINN’S AUTOMOTIVE

is located at 1501 W. Acacia Ave. in Hemet, phone 951-929-4442. In addition to
performing some of the finest repair work in the area, since 1988 this community
leader also offers their years of experience when it comes to advice on all of your
mechanical problems.

An automobile will not run forever without regular attention and an occasional
repair. Every car owner should see a reliable repairman regularly to put his auto
into first class condition. When you drive into this NAPA AutoCare Center, you can
rest assured that your car WILL BE repaired in the shortest possible time and at
the least possible expense with a 2 year/24,000 mile warranty. You MUST be satisfied
with every job that comes out of QUINN’S AUTOMOTIVE's shop!

The writers of this 2011 Look At Business suggest this fine shop to all of our readers
in this area.

Panter’s Hardwood Floors Inc.
Locally Owned & Operated By Scott & Sandra Panter

CA Lic. #624415     "Quality Workmanship Since 1984"
In this age of specialization in the building industry, it pays to know who the best

person in each field is. In the Riverside County area, general contractors and
homeowners "who know" are using the skilled services of PANTER’S HARDWOOD
FLOORS INC. for their hardwood flooring needs. 

Their showroom is located at 943 E. Ramsey St. in Banning, phone 951-849-7060
or visit www.pantersflooring.com, and here they offer a large variety of hardwood
floors by various manufacturers for you to choose from. This competent firm can
easily handle custom installations, repairs and refinishing of existing hardwood
floors. Their expertise in all phases of custom hardwood floors enables them to
perform such a fine job on the residential work that they are much in demand by
custom builders who are concerned with quality above all else.

When you want custom hardwood floors...there's a name you need to know. It's
got to be PANTER’S HARDWOOD FLOORS INC. For more information, phone
951-849-7060.

"The Largest Selection of Natural Stone &
Boulders in Southern California"

Homeowners and contractors have come to rely on
WHITEWATER ROCK & SUPPLY for all of their natural
stone, boulders, natural thin veneer, landscaper materials, and
masonry supplies. This is one company that isn't content
just to offer the best selection, they SPECIALIZE IN SERVICE!

Open to the public, Mon. – Fri., 7am – 4:30pm, and Sat., 7am – 3pm, and deliveries
are six days a week, Mon – Sat. Located on Interstate 10 at the Whitewater exit/off
ramp in Whitewater, phone 1-800-266-2747 or visit www.whitewater-rock.com.

They take pride in offering their customers the largest inventory of natural stone
products, including the Palm Springs Gold landscape rock and sand, landscape
boulders and boulder placement, building stone, crushed rock and sand (colored),
the latest in natural thin veneer, beach pebbles, brick, pavers, retaining block wall
systems, zero clearance fireplaces, BBQ’s, fountains and much more. Stop by and
check out their display retail yard.

The writers of this 2011 Look At Business think you'll get the kind of quality service
and products that you've been looking for at WHITEWATER ROCK & SUPPLY!



Page 10 - Idyllwild Town Crier, May 12, 2011 

ICRC
Continued from page 1

requirements specifically 
mention “parks and play-
grounds” as falling within 
the CUP extended per-
mitting process which in-
cludes an eventual public 
hearing to be held before 
the Planning Commission. 
“The Planning Commission 
has the final say,” he said.
 “This was a hard call 
to make,” said Neal, “given 
that the group (ICRC) are 
all volunteers, but the zon-
ing requirements leave no 
choice. I know they were 
disappointed.” 
 Third District Supervi-
sor Jeff Stone had set up a 
special meeting with ICRC 
representatives and Neal to 
see if the approval process 
could be expedited, but, as 
Neal explained, the zoning 
requirements were clear 
and left no wiggle room. 
Olivia Barnes, a member 
of Stone’s staff, confirmed 
Stone’s sympathy with the 
project and intervention 
with Planning. “Once Greg 
Neal looked at the CUP, he 
had no choice,” she said. 
“What ICRC submitted in 
March was a site plan with 
a request for staff to review. 

Meters
Continued from page 1

ire, since it requires a one-
time payment of  either 
$270 or $135 and monthly 
add-ons of  $14 or $20, 
depending on the size of 
the original payment. The 
CPUC has not yet ruled on 
the proposal. Customers are 
still required to have the 
meters installed. 
 The opt-out only dis-
connects the microwave 
transmission method. In 
addition, PG&E is suggest-
ing that, should a customer 
move, they will have to pay 
again to have the micro-
wave transmission recon-

IWD Mission Statement -  
To provide reliable water & sewer service in a safe, cost-effective & 

environmentally sound manner in accordance with the community needs.

$75,000 GRANT FUNDS — The District has been working through each phase of the 
State’s Recycling Water program. Last month, IWD received an official letter of approval 
for our State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) application for $75,000 in 
grant funding. These approved funds will be used to cover 50% of the facility planning 
phase. Last month, we submitted a revised Facility Planning Report that addressed all 
the comments from the SWRCB’s Division of Financial Assistance. We are waiting for 
the State’s approval so we can proceed to the next Construction Grant Funds phase. We 
will submit an application to build the proposed Recycled Water Treatment Plant. Based 
on receiving a letter of approval for the funding, the board will consider constructing the 
Recycled Water Treatment project.

ENGINEERING REPORT — The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) is 
considering approval of our Title 22 Engineering Report. This approval is needed for the 
District to construct and operate the proposed recycled water treatment plant. Based on 
approval of this report, we will be issued a recycled water operating permit.

CONGRATULATIONS NICK! — Nick Iliev has received a letter from the California 
Department of Public Health that he passed his exam to receive a Grade II Water Distribution 
Operator Certificate. IWD’s water system is rated as a Class II system that requires a Grade 
II Water Operator to oversee the system. The District is fortunate to have qualified certified 
water distribution and treatment operators for our water system. Staff who attend classes 
along with additional hands-on experience provides us with proficient operators. Nick has 
acquired the needed work experience under his Grade I Wastewater Treatment Operator 
guidelines. Last month, he applied for his Grade II Wastewater Treatment Operator 
certificate. Our wastewater plant is rated as a Class II system. The District will recognize 
Nick at our May board meeting. 

NEW MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN I — The District received more than 30 
applications for this vacant position. After several interviews, Bill Rojas was selected. He 
began work on April 25th. Bill has completed six water/wastewater classes. He is scheduled 
to take his Grade II Water Treatment Operator exam this month and is scheduled to take 
his Grade II Water Distribution Operator exam this September. Bill grew up in Idyllwild 
and he and his wife are looking forward to moving back. 

OUR NEXT BOARD MEETING WILL BE MAY 17th AT 7:00 P.M.  
PLEASE VISIT US AT THE EARTH FAIR ON MAY 21ST.

IDYLLWILD WATER DISTRICT  
MAY 2011 NEWSLETTER

It was not the formal ap-
plication that the specific 
zoning [for the playground 
parcel] required.” Neal said 
that the planner with whom 
ICRC had been working has 
been out sick for the last 
four weeks and, as a result, 
Neal could not comment 
on why that planner had 
not pointed out the zoning 
discrepancy in March.
 Simpson said that ICRC 
has begun the process of 
seeking the CUP and that 
a formal application would 
be submitted in June, with 
the application process ex-
pected to take four to six 
months. That would delay 
the playground construc-
tion, assuming all approvals 
are obtained in a timely 
manner, until early fall.
 At this point, there was 
no mention of the future 
of the Community Center 
intended for the site as 
part of the land donor’s 
requirements. Neal said, 
however, that if ICRC in-
tends to build a community 
center, it will have to repeat 
the CUP process for each 
modular component unless 
one master plan for the site 
were approved.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.
 

nected.
 Ken Devore, Southern 
California Edison’s Smart-
Meter project chief, said 
that SCE is under no duty 
at this time to provide an 
opt-out provision. With 
respect to its SmartMeters, 
Devore said ITron is the 
manufacturer and that it 
has received relatively few 
complaints to date about 
its SmartMeter rollout.
  “Our meters do not have 
[that LG manufacturer] 
defect,” said Devore. “We’ve 
only had one other press 
inquiry, after the news of 
the PG&E recall.”
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

Students of the week

Idyllwild School Principal 
Matt Kraemer’s students 
of the week are first-grader 
Fiona McMullen and kin-
dergartener Preston Pino. 
Idyllwild School bus driver 
Rachel Haynes chose these 
two students because they 
follow the bus rules and are 
always courteous on the bus. 
Photo by Cid Castillo

 For the first time, a combination of sweet 
lilacs, displayed art, and a Victorian tea will 
offer a memorable way to spend a day in 
Idyllwild.
 The Idyllwild Garden Club has annually 
invited the public to spend a day in scenic 
Idyllwild touring the Alpenglow Lilac Gar-
dens and enjoying a Victorian tea amongst 
the pines. However, for the first time, the 
Art Alliance of Idyllwild will add even more 
variety and beauty by displaying the works 
of some of their wonderful local and world-

renowned artists at the lilac garden itself.   
 On Saturday, May 14th, docent-guided 
walks will be offered among a large variety 
of lilacs, including unique types from Eu-
rope and Asia, on almost an acre of forested 
garden. Nestled in this setting will be the 
displayed art and a picturesque patio where 
a tea luncheon will be served. Registration is 
recommended via email (idygar@gmail.com), 
or online at www.idyllwildgardenclub.net.
 Tickets will also be available the day of 
the event at the Alpenglow Lilac Gardens, 

located at 25024 Fern Valley 
Rd, Idyllwild. The Guided 
Walk, from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m., is $5; the Tea and Walk 
together, from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., is $15.

Lilac Walk adds art 


