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News bites
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Idyllwild School promotion 
Idyllwild Arts and Hemet 
High graduations.
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Fire retardant
Forest Service draft envi-
ronmental statement avail-
able for review.
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Hemet-Ryan Air
State Legislature approves 
plan to cooperate with 
Riverside County.
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Plein air art
Art Alliance’s 10th-annual 
outdoor art event.
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By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

The election is over 
for two local water 
districts, since  only 

incumbent directors at 
Idyllwild and Pine Cove 
water districts fi led for the 
August election. Because 
the number of candidates in 
these two districts equals the 
number of seats with terms 

FV water board 
needs candidates

ending, there will be no need 
for an election of directors 
for these two districts. The 
Board of Supervisors will 
appoint the candidates to the 
fi ll the seats and their terms 
will begin in December 2011 
and continue for four years 
until the fi rst Friday of De-
cember 2015. 
  Candidates have been 
identifi ed for the Idyllwild 

See FV Water, page 8

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Riverside County Sher-
iff Stan Sniff said that 
for over a year he has 

warned the County Execu-
tive (CEO) and the Board 
of Supervisors (Board) of 
a burgeoning crisis in the 
provision of mental and 
health care to county jail 
inmates. The crisis stems 
from reductions and further 
proposed budget cuts to 
county departments respon-
sible for providing mental 
health and medical services 
and staffi ng to county jails. 
In March, Sniff requested a 
staffi ng analysis of basic and 
emergency health services in 
the county jail system to be 
performed by the Institute 
for Medical Quality.
 A May 11 Grand Jury 
Report found deficiencies 
in the county’s provision of 
mental health services. On 
May 24, Supervisors directed 
the Department of Mental 

Health Detention Services to 
prepare a draft response to 
the Grand Jury’s fi ndings and 
submit recommendations 
to the County Executive 
within a month. In a May 
19 response to the report, the 
Sheriff ’s Department stated, 
“The Sheriff ’s Department 
believes that the Grand Jury 
report on this matter is a fair 
and balanced assessment and 
concurs with the fi ndings in 
the report. We share in the 
deep concerns reported and 
believe that it [the report] 
underscores the critical situ-
ation that our jail system is 
facing through insuffi cient 
staffing and service levels 
being provided by County 
Mental Health Detention 
Services.” Although the Sher-
iff ’s Department is charged 
with overall responsibility 
for inmate welfare, it has no 
direct authority over County 
Mental Health Detention 
Services.
 Among other findings, 

See Sheriff, page 10

Sheriff warns 
of crisis in 

inmate care

By Beth Nottley
Staff Reporter

Idyllwild’s  inaugural 
Lemon Lily Festival last 
summer was a spec-

tacular success. This year’s 
festival, to be held July 15 to 
17, promises to be an even 
more worthy progeny. Fes-
tival organizers have fi rmed 
up an impressive schedule 
of events which focus on 
the restoration of a once 
signifi cant Idyllwild tourist 
attraction — the lemon lily 
(Lilium parryi).
 Thousands of this strik-
ing plant, which can grow to 

over 5 feet tall with up to 
30 fl owers on a stalk emit-
ting a heady lemon-vanilla 
scent, once graced the Hill 
along perennial streams 
and in wet meadows and 
canyon bottoms. In the early 
20th century, however, bulb 
collectors nearly stripped 
the Hill of the plant, and 
what was once common in 
Idyllwild became rare. 
 Festival organizers, in-
spired by a survey made by 
botanists of existing lemon 
lilies in the Idyllwild area 
two years ago, are deter-
mined to turn back time 
and restore the native plant 

to its former prominence. 
The goal of the festival is 
to foster appreciation for 
the threatened plant and 
educate the public about 
its plight and relevance to 
Idyllwild. 
 More than 3,000 people 
attended the first Lemon 
Lily Festival last year and 
organizers are planning on 
almost double that number 
this year.
 The 3-day event will once 
again have many venues. 
This year, organizers have 
planned for free shuttles to 
transport attendees among 

See Festival, page 15

2nd-annual Lemon Lily 
Festival events fi rmed up

Last week was the end of the school year 
at Idyllwild School (right), Idyllwild 
Arts Academy (above) and Hemet High 
School (top). Eighth-graders prepare 
for Hemet High or Idyllwild Arts next year and Idyllwild Arts and Hemet graduates 
prepare for adulthood. Congratulations to all of you!

Photos by Cid Castillo Marshall Smith and J.P. Crumrine
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$287
$1,999 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 287 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $2,881 Total due at 
lease signing 
(*plus tax 
& license)

PER MONTH LEASE/
36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT

Stock #: 217208
Vin #: BH758310

Model #: BFB

• Automatic
• 4-wheel ABS
• Subaru Boxer engine
• All-Wheel Drive standard
• Most award-winning small SUV

2011 SUBARU

FORESTER
              2.5x

2011 SUBARU

OUTBACK
            2.5i Premium Package

Stock #: 217141
Vin #: B33999911

Model #: BDD

• All-Wheel Drive standard
• 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
• 6 standard airbags
• 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
• All-weather package

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Payments based on 10,000 miles/year. Total due at signing includes Customer down payment, 
1st lease payment and may include $595 Acquisition Fee. Available through June 30, 2011.

Located in the Cathedral City Auto Center on Hwy 111 and Perez Road • 67-925 East Palm Canyon
(760) 318-4700  •  www.palmsprings.subaru.com

PER MONTH LEASE
36 MONTHS / 10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT

$299
$2,899 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 299 1st Mo. Lease 

Payment

 $3,793 Total due at 
lease signing 
(*plus tax & 
license)

We’re Here For You Idyllwild!

$184
$1,999 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 256 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $2,850 Total due at 
lease signing 
(*plus tax & license)

PER MONTH LEASE/
36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT

 256 1st Mo. Lease Payment

(*plus tax & license)

PER MONTH LEASE/
36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT

Stock #: 217183
Vin #: BH518761

Model #: BJD

• Automatic
• 4-wheel ABS
• Subaru Boxer engine
• All-Wheel Drive standard

2011 SUBARU

IMPREZA              
2.5i Premium Package

Idyllwild Weather
From the National Weather Service

 Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
 6/9 6/10 6/11 6/12 6/13

67/47
Sunny.

66/49
Sunny.

65/47
Sunny.

61/44
Sunny.

60/44
Sunny.

 Idyllwild this year Idyllwild last year
Date High Low M S High Low M S
5-30 na na    80 41        
5-31 na na    na na   
6-1 na na   71  44  
6-2 66 34   74 45  
6-3 67 36   77 47  
6-4 na na   81 50   
6-5 71 36   85 60 
 Moisture in inches Snow in inches
To date this season (Idy): 29.38 To date this sea son (Idy): 44.9
To date last season (Idy): 23.61 To date last season (Idy): 35.91
Total last season (Idy): 23.61 Total last season (Idy): 35.91
To date this season (PC): 36.06 To date this season (PC): 78.50
Total last season (PC): 30.92 Total last season (PC): 72.5

  TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and 
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m. 
at the Idyll wild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are 
measured by resident George Tate, also at 4 p.m. 
Moisture inches include all precipitation such as rain, 
melted hail and melted snow.
 Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road 
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at 
1-800-427-7623.

Roby Gray
Construction Co.

P.O. Box 3227
Idyllwild, CA 92549

SLB 586585

General Contractor
Fine Home Building • Remodels

 Decks • Additions • Doors • Windows

(951) 659-3307

Est. 1990

Fire log

 Hill fi re stations respond-
ed to the following calls, 
Monday to Sunday, May 30 
to June 5, 2011:

Idyllwild Fire Department 
and Ambulance
 June 1 — Rescue, High-
way 243, Idyllwild.
 June 1 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.
 Ju n e  1  —  Me d i c a l 
aid, Village View Drive, 
Idyllwild.
 June 2 —Dispatched and 
canceled en route, Azalea 
Drive, Pine Cove.
 June 3 — Medical aid, 
Highway 243 and Pine Crest 
Avenue, Idyllwild.
 June 4 — Dispatched 
and canceled en route, high-
ways 243 and 74, Mountain 
Center.
 June 4 — Dispatched 
and canceled en route, High-
way 243 and Marion Ridge 
Drive, Pine Cove.
 June 4 — Medical aid, 
Riverside County Play-
ground Road, Idyllwild
 June 4 — Dispatched 
and canceled en route, High-
way 243 and Marion View 
Drive, Idyllwild.
Riverside County Fire, 
Pine Cove
 May 30 — Public assis-
tance.
 May 30 — Medical aid.
 May 30 — Wildland 

News of record

 June 1 — Man identifi ed 
as Steven Thomas Cook, 
34, arrested in Hemet on 
suspicion of felony vehicle 
theft that occurred at Double 
View Drive in Idyllwild. The 
suspect remains incarcerated, 
on $50,000 bail, awaiting 
court date on June 9.
 June 4 — Woman iden-
tifi ed as Diane May Black, 
55, arrested in Cabazon on 

fi re.
 May 30 — Traffi c colli-
sion.
 June 1 — Medical aid.
 June 2 — Fire hazard 
standby.
 June 4 — Two medical 
aids.
 June 4 — Public assist. 
  
Riverside County Fire, Gar-
ner Valley
 Log unavailable.
    
Riverside County Fire, Pin-
yon
 May 30 — Fire. 
 June 1 — Fire.
 June 3 — Medical aid.
 June 6 — Medical aid.

  
CHP log
 Log unavailable.
 
Sheriff’s log

 The Lake Hemet Subdivi-
sion of the Riverside County 
Sheriff ’s Department re-
sponded to the following 
calls from Saturday May 
28 to Saturday June 4. This 
may not be a complete list 
of responses:

 May 28 — An uniden-
tified suspect is reported 
to have committed felony 
vehicle theft on Chris Al-
len Way in Aguanga. The 
case remains open but sus-
pended;

suspicion of felony burglary 
and possession of stolen 
property that occurred on 
Scout Road in Anza. The 
suspect remains incarcer-
ated, on $15,000 bail, await-
ing court date on June 8.

 All persons identifi ed here 
are presumed innocent of 
these preliminary charges 
pending court actions.

By Marshall Smith 
Staff Reporter

 On Tuesday, June 7, 
around 12:52 a.m., Riverside 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
Hemet Station deputies re-
sponded to a domestic vio-
lence call in the 54000 block 
of West Hills Road in Anza. 
Upon arrival, they discovered 
an adult male sitting in a 
vehicle with a suspect in the 
vehicle holding a handgun to 
the man’s head.
 Deputies attempted to 
negotiate with the suspect 
for nearly an hour to leave 
the vehicle but with no 
success. They then called 
for backup from the depart-
ment’s Crisis Negotiation 
Team and members of the 
Special Enforcement Bu-
reau.  
 Prior to the arrival of 
backup, the suspect exited 

the vehicle and pointed 
the gun at the deputies. 
Deputies fi red at the suspect, 
causing him injury. Deputies 
rendered aid until medical 
aid and transport arrived. 
The suspect was transported 
to the nearest hospital where 
he was pronounced dead. 
 Investigators form Hemet 
Station and Central Homi-
cide Unit were called out 
and assumed control of the 
investigation.
 The deputies involved in 
the shooting were placed on 
paid administrative leave per 
department policy pending 
the results of the investiga-
tion.
 Anyone with informa-
tion regarding this incident 
should contact Hemet Sta-
tion at (951) 791-3400 or 
Investigator Dean at the 
Central Homicide Unit at 
(951) 955-2777.

Fatal shooting by 
deputies in Anza

 Welcome help for veterans
 There are 30,000 veterans returning to California every 
year from deployments around the globe. Many of these 
men and women are returning from combat units and 
forward operations bases. Most return to a state with few 
job prospects, a diffi cult housing market, and to families 
that haven’t seen them in a year or more. This transition 
is often very diffi cult for veterans. Many face signifi cant 
personal, fi nancial, and health challenges and most are 
uncertain about how or where to get the help they need 
to successfully move forward. 
 Operation Welcome Home is a program of the Califor-
nia Department of Veterans Affairs that contacts returning 
veterans, assesses their needs and connects them with the 
employment, education, housing and health benefi ts they 
have earned. 
 For more information about Operation Welcome Home, 
contact Dan Nelan at (916) 826-5681 or Daniel.nelan@cdva.
ca.gov.

‘Only in Idyllwild’ stories sought
 The Town Crier’s well of Only in Idyllwild stories 
has run dry. Readers are invited to submit stories about 
things that could have only happened here. E-mail them 
to beth@towncrier.com or drop them by the Town Crier 
offi ce.
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In the company of like-spirited men, give yourself time
to clarify what you really want from your life.

Together explore relationships, careers, physical health 
and anything else that may be challenging you.

Leaping Forward 
A Special Retreat for Men With Steven Morrison

June 18, 2011 ~ 10 AM to 4 PM

Advertise in the offi cial...

Lemon Lily 
Festival Program

Not only will the program be 
distributed at the Festival, but 

also it will be inserted as a 
special pull-out section in the 

June 30 edition of the Town Crier. 

Ads start as low as $35.
Ad Deadline: June 16
Print Date: June 30

Call Grace or Shane 
at the Town Crier:

(951) 659-2145

Photo ops wanted: top 10 list …
 As a lot of my readers know, I like to 
take photographs when I am out in nature. 
Since I live in Idyllwild, I am out in nature 
all the time. Even downtown Idyllwild offers 
an abundance of fl ora and fauna that are 
impossible not to notice.
  I have an endless fascination for trees, plants and critters 
and I don’t think I could be happy living without being 
surrounded by nature. Even when I was sitting outside on 
Memorial Day weekend having a yard sale, I saw tons of 
squirrels, three cottontail rabbits, a chipmunk, woodpeck-
ers, a quail family across the street, a robin, Steller’s Jays 
and a lizard on a rock near my driveway. There is a lot 
to see and photograph in Idyllwild but some things have 
eluded both my eyes and my camera. So, this is my top 
10 list of things I would like to see and or photograph:
 Number one on my list is an animal that goes by three 
different names. Whether you call it a cougar, puma or 
mountain lion, it is an elusive creature. I have never, in 
my 35 years of living here, seen neither hide nor hair 
of a this big cat. Of course, I would love to get a good 
shot of puma but only if I have a big telephoto lens. I 
want to see a big cat but not too up close and personal.
 The same goes for photographing a black bear — num-
ber two on my list. Once again, I have never seen a bear 
in Idyllwild. When I lived in Lake Arrowhead, I saw them 
all the time. Unfortunately, I wasn’t a shutter bug back in 
those days so I never captured a photo of this infrequent 
visitor to our mountain range.
  The fox rounds out the mammals on my list. I have seen 
foxes on two occasions, including once on the Ernie Maxwell 
Trail and also once in my friend’s Pine Cove backyard. The 
fi rst encounter was basically just a fox tail disappearing 
around a corner. But the second sighting would have yielded 
a nice photo if I would have had a camera at the ready. 
  There are three avian species on my list and I have seen 
all of them in the wild. They include the bald eagles at Lake 
Hemet, the rare and gorgeous western tanager and the more 
commonly seen California or mountain quail. The eagle and 
the tanager both would require an upgrade to my camera 
equipment to capture a good shot. The quail only require be-
ing at the right place at the right time with my camera ready.
 There are four wildfl owers on my list. Two are orchid 
species and I  know where to fi nd the fi rst one — Epipactis 
gigantea, the stream orchid. I have seen this species at the 
James Reserve. The second species I once saw at Saddle 
Junction but I do not know the scientifi c or common name.
 The fi nal two wildfl owers, both with yellow blossoms, 
are the lemon lily and the yellow monkey fl ower. I have 
seen both in the wild but have never taken a decent picture 
of either of them. I hope to rectify that this season. 

Outside Idyllwild
By Bruce Watts

A new blooming iris.        Photo courtesy of Larry Edwards

Hot lips sage (Salvia microphylla) was introduced at the 
Strybing Arboretum in San Francisco in 2002. It begins to 
fl ower in May and is in richest bloom all summer, continuing 
to fl ower deep into autumn. It’s diffi cult to fi nd a more gaudy 
and audacious fl oral display than hot lips in full bloom. The 
crisp white and bright red bi-color contrast of the fl ower petals 
pop like fi reworks when in full display. It really must have 
full sun and fast drainage.  It is drought-tolerant. There is 
a strong resemblance to Autumn sage (S. greggii).  It is best 
hard-pruned in April for a fresh start since it gets a little 
ragged over the winter.

Photo courtesy of Harold Voorheis

After 25 years, Bill Lowman, Idyllwild Arts founding presi-
dent and headmaster, delivers his last address as president to 
the 2011 graduating class.             Photo by Marshall Smith

Far left, Idyllwild lo-
cal Emielia Audrey 
Put, Idyllwild Arts 
Theatre Arts stu-
dent, walks to receive 
her diploma. Left, 
Evynne Roossien 
Murray, Idyllwild 
local and Idyllwild 
Arts Interdisciplinary 
Arts student, walks to 
receive her diploma.

Photos courtesy of 
Idyllwild Arts
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IDYLLWILD NATURE CENTER
JR. NATURALIST PROGRAM SUMMER 2011

JUNE 25 Inference or Observation 
(Sequencing that pairs 
observation with inferring)

JULY 2 Water Cycle 
(What comes around goes 
around)

JULY 9 Tough Turtles through Time
(Featuring Sheldon the box 
turtle and Tilly the tortoise)

JULY 23 Beyond Predictions 
(Sink or fl oat activities)

JULY 30 Envirothoning
(Hands-on learning stations 
of the environment)

AUG. 6 The Nose Knows 
(When a scent is worth a 
thousand words)

AUG. 20 Budding Botanist
(Get to the Root of it)

AUG. 27 Seeing is Believing
(Learning to look, looking to see) 

All programs are for ages 7 yrs.–11 yrs.
Programs run 10 a.m.–Noon

Each program is $3 per child
Program includes 

*Crafts, Naturalist Walks, Snacks*

(951) 659-3850
Native Plants for Sale

Inquiring minds on the go!

SUMMER Concert Program

HELP SUPPORT

“Meshuggah-Nuns! 
The Ecumenical Nunsense”

July 21-24, 7:30 p.m. 
Idyllwild School Gymnasium

Place an ad in the program
Rates start as low as $15

Deadline: July 7

 Robert (Bob) Petkin passed away in his home in 
Rancho Mirage on May 31, 2011. His beloved wife, 
Shirley Mae, was at his side.
 Born Dec. 6, 1927, Bob was a self-made man who  
overcame a difficult childhood and became a successful 
real estate developer, but that success was just part of 
his life. As he put it, “I grew up poor in Beverly Hills.” 

Bob became a 
caring, generous 
husband, father 
a n d  f r i e n d .  A 
man of infinite 
kindness, humor 
and respect, he 
t r e a t e d  C E O s 
and busboys (in 
his  youth Bob 
worked as a bus-
boy) literally the 

same. He never forgot his origins and he never com-
promised his integrity. 
 He loved the written word and was often writing 
poetry or a play, not to sell, but for the pure pleasure 
of expressing his thoughts on paper. 
 He lived life to the fullest. He will be missed by his 
family and the friends who knew him for decades. He 
will also be missed by people who barely knew him, 
but who were the recipients of his daily kindness and 
concern. 
 In his own words: ”Dream your dreams, hope your 
hopes, for good and happy things. Fill your life with 
beauty, for you an Angel sings. And when you watch 
your star each night, please smile back at me; otherwise, 
I cannot shine, until eternity.” 
 Bob is survived by Shirley Mae; his daughters, Janet 
and Lauren; his stepsons, Allen and Randy; and his 
sister, Shirlee P. Newman, as well as extended family 
who will fondly remember him.   

Obituary
Robert E. Petkin

 Mary Suzanne Ramirez, 72, of Hemet, passed away 
peacefully at home on Friday, May 27, 2011.
 Mary lived in Idyllwild for many years before moving 
to Hemet. She was a broker-associate for Idyllwild Realty 
while living on the Hill.
 She was a member of the Hemet First Baptist Church 
and was involved in the Fellowship class. Mary was also 
a Shrinette at the local Shriners Club in Hemet. She is 
described by her family and friends as having been a 
giving, generous, gentle and vibrant person.
 She is survived by her mother, Shirley Malone, of Nova 
Scotia; daughter Lauren Hood of Mission Viejo, Calif.; 
and granddaughter Crystal Hood, also of Mission Viejo.
 A memorial service will be held at 1 p.m. Saturday, June 11, 
at the First Baptist Church, 26089 Girard Street, Hemet.
 Donations are requested to either the City of Hope or 
the Multiple Myeloma Foundation.

Obituary
Mary Suzanne Ramirez

High Country Garden Club
Carl and Cathy Bloomfi eld will present “Urban Home-

steading: Sustainability with Sensibility” at the next meeting 
of the High Country Garden Club. The Bloomfi elds will 
discuss how they can organically grow everything they need  
to feed themselves and then some. 
 The meeting is at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, June 11 at the 
Bloomfi eld’s home. For directions and more information, 
contact Annika Knoppel, club leader, at (888) 834-9005, 
ext. 5 or hcgardenclub@gmail.com.

To get a listing in “Clubs,” visit www.towncrier.com, click 
on “News” in the menu at the top and click on “Submit a 
news item,” or stop by and fi ll out a news form. 

Clubs

The Garner Valley Women’s Group (GVWG) awarded a 
$1,000 scholarship based on merit to Anastasia Geges.  
 Ana has been performing on stage since she was 8 years 
old. She has been involved with the Temecula Community 
Theatre, was part of the Broadway Bound performance 
group national competitions and was the vice president of 
the Hemet High Theatre Department. 
 Ana, an honors thespian, graduated on June 3 and is en-
rolled at California State University Fullerton.
 Ana has recently returned from Nashville, Tenn., where 
she represented the West Coast Country Music Association  
at the North American Country Music Assocation Inter-
national Competition and was awarded Most Promising 
Female Entertainer of the Year and the Horizon award for 
Female Vocalist of the Year for New Country …

Penny Bottomly participated in the World Volleyball 
Championship for those 65 years or older last week. In a 
repeat of her 2010 performance, she was selected the tour-
nament’s Most Valuable Player and Best Setter, leading her 
team to the championship.

To get a listing in “Mountain folk,” visit www.towncrier.
com, click on “News” in the menu at the top and click on 
“Submit a news item,” or stop by and fi ll out a news form. 
 To get your birthday listed, e-mail beth@towncrier.com or 
call (951) 659-2145, Ext. 17, with the month and day.

Mountain folk

Anastasia Geges singing her own song during the Hemet High 
School graduation.   Photos by J.P. Crumrine

Trivia test
Geography:  Where is the Isle of Wight in relation 

to England?

Answer:  It lies off England’s southern coast
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JOIN THE CENTER FOR PRAYER AND CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN THE 
AREA AT IDYLLWILD PINES CAMP ON JUNE 11, 2011, 1-3 P.M.!

FOR

LOCATION: 26375 HWY. 243, IDYLLWILD, CA 92549
PRAYER MEETING: MEADOW LODGE (look for signs, come early)

MORE INFO: CPM@ 951-659-2897

MILLIONS OF CHRISTIANS, IN ALMOST EVERY COUNTRY OF THE 
WORLD, WILL BE GATHERING IN UNITED PRAYER ON THE GLOBAL 
DAY OF PRAYER, PENTECOST SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2011. IN PREPARA-

TION, WE WILL BE GATHERING IN UNITED PRAYER ON SATUR-
DAY, JUNE 11, 2011. MANY WILL BE SEEKING GOD IN CONTINU-

OUS PRAYER, JUNE 2-11. PRAY WITH US AND MILLIONS OF OTHERS 
- IN HOPE FOR THE GLORY OF CHRIST AND THE BLESSING OF ALL 
NATIONS. COME PRAY WITH US FOR TWO HOURS ON SATURDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2011, FROM 1 P.M. - 3 P.M. THIS WILL SURELY MAKE AN 

IMPACT, AND TOUCH THE VERY HEART OF GOD!  
(2 CHRONICLES 7:14)

REVIVE ... Our Father who is in heaven ... REVEAL ... sanctify Your 
Name ... RULE ... May Your kingdom come ... TRANSFORM ... and may 
Your will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven ... PROVIDE ... Give us this 
day our daily bread ... FORGIVE ... Forgive us our sins ... RECONCILE 
... as we forgive those who sin against us ... LEAD ... And lead us not into 
temptation ... OVERCOME ... but deliver us from evil ... GLORIFY ... 

Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

The Chamber is looking for volunteers to greet  
tourists. 3-hour shifts per week. Contact Steve Moulton 

at Bubba’s Books 54821 N. Circle Dr. for more info.

Top of the Town
GIFT CERTIFICATES

$ ARE SAME $
$ AS CASH $

~ THE GASTROGNOME ~
~ FAIRWAY MARKET ~

~ FLOREST IN THE FOREST ~
AND MANY MORE GREAT IDYLLWILD SHOPS!

go to idyllwildchamber.com, link to “e-Bay,”  
bid, & win! June 5 through June 12

Community calendar
 For the Idyllwild Arts & 
Entertainment Calendar, see 
“On the Town,” on page  12.
   
          Wednesday, June 8
  • Alcoholics Anonymous, 7 
a.m. Shiloh Christian Ministries, 
54968 Upper Pine Crest Ave.
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 a.m. American Legion Post 
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.
 • Town Crier News Meeting, 
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café 
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr. 
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
 • The 39ers meeting, 9:30 
a.m. Game Day for adults & se-
niors, 11 a.m.-noon, Town Hall, 
25925 Cedar St. 
• Pine Cove Water District, 10 
a.m. PCWD, 24917 Marion 
Ridge Rd., Pine Cove.
 • La Leche League, 10 a.m. 
Call 659-8321.
 • Community Church Guild, 
noon. Church, 54400 North 
Circle Dr.
   • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building). 
 • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m.  Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.
 • Mountain Disaster Pre-
paredness board meeting, 6-
7:30 p.m. Creekstone Inn, 54950 
Pine Crest Ave.
 • Codependents Anonymous 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious 
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. 
(the Courtyard Building).

          Thursday, June 9
 • Idyllwild Business Round-
table, 8 a.m. Bluebird Inn, Con-
ference Room, 26620 Saddle Dr. 
 • Special meeting of the IWD 
Finance Committee to discuss 
2011-12 budget, 9 a.m. IWD 
board room, 25945 Hwy. 243.
 • Women’s Bible Study, 10 
a.m.-noon. Chapel in the Pines 
Church office, 29430 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center.
 • Idyllwild Francophonie 
(fluent-French Speakers), noon. 
Café Aroma. RSVP to Francoise 
Frigola at 659-4146. 
 • Alcholics Anonymous,   noon. 

St. Hugh’s Episcopal Church, 
25525 Tahquitz Dr.
 • Lemon Lily Festival Steer-
ing Committee meeting, 1 p.m. 
Idyllwild Nature Center, 25225 
Hwy. 243.
 • Joint CSA 36/ICRC meet-
ing, 5:30 p.m.; ICRC board 
meeting to follow, approx. 7 
p.m. IWD board room, 25945 
Hwy. 243.
 • Mile High Radio Club, 
6:30 p.m. Idyllwild Fire Station, 
54160 Maranatha Dr.
 • RACES, 6:30 p.m. Idyllwild 
Fire Station, 54160 Maranatha 
Dr.
 • Narcotics Anonymous, 
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the 
Courtyard Building).

Friday, June 10
 • Baby Play Group, 10:30 
a.m. Call Debbi Geisinger, 659-
8710 or (951) 966-1094.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30 
p.m. Idyllwild Community Pres-
byterian Church, Manse Alcove, 
Fellowship Hall, 54400 North 
Circle Dr.
 • Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ 
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meeting 
7-9 p.m. Former Morning Sky 
School, 29375 Hwy. 243, Moun-
tain Center. Child care available. 
Call 659-0097 for information.

Saturday, June 11
 • Thousand Trails Craft Show 
& Sell, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Thousand 
Trails Campground, 24400 Can-
yon Trail Drive, Pine Cove.
 • High Country Garden 
Club, “Urban Homesteading,” 
10:30 a.m. Call Annika Knoppel 
at 888-834-9005 for location.
 • Stand in Silence Vigil for 
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence, 
noon. Town center. Call 659-
2718.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 7 
p.m. Community Presbyterian 
Church, Fellowship Hall,  54400 
North Circle Dr.
 • World Day of Prayer prepa-
ration meeting, 1-3 p.m. Mead-
ow Lodge, Idyllwild Pines Camp, 

26375 Hwy. 243.

Sunday, June 12
 • Peace Meditation Practice, 
10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist Dhar-
ma Center, 53191 Mountain 
View, Pine Cove. 
 • Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.  
Spiritual Living Center, Church 
of Religious Science, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard 
Building).
 • Alcoholics Anonymous,  
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m., 
Rancho Encino Mountain Club, 
45915 Orchard Road, Poppet 
Flat, across from CAL FIRE Sta-
tion 6.
 • Showing of the film “Paper 
Clips” and community discus-
sion about graffiti attacks, 2 p.m. 
Idyllwild School multi-purpose 
room, 26700 Hwy. 243.
 • Al-Anon “Mixed Nuts” 
open meeting, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Spiritual Living Center, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard 
Building).

Monday, June 13
 • Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting (open), 9 a.m. 
Call Betty for location (951) 
468-4032. 
 • Associates of Idyllwild Arts, 
10 a.m. Wilson classroom, 52500 
Temecula Dr.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 

noon & 7:30 p.m. St. Hugh’s 
Episcopal Church, 25525 
Tahquitz Dr. 
 • Idyllwild Community 
Meditation, Session I: 5:30-6:30  
p.m.; Session II: 6:45-8 p.m.  
Idyllwild Yoga Studio. Call Val at 
659-5750 for information.
 • Pinyon Comunities Coun-
cil 7 p.m. Pinyon Fire Station, 
70080 Hwy. 74, Pinyon.
 • Observational Drawing 
class, 7-9 p.m. Town Hall, 25925 
Cedar St.

Tuesday, June 14
 • Mountain Quilters of 
Idyllwild, 9:30 a.m. Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church, 54400 
North Circle Dr.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
AA Open Meeting & Big Book 
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living 
Center, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the 
Courtyard Building).
 • La Leche League, 1 p.m. 
Call 659-8321.
 • International Healing 
Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m. 
Shiloh Christian Ministries, 
54960 Pine Crest Ave.
 • Healthy Lifestyle Class, 5:15 
p.m. optional weigh-in; health 
talk by Brenda Scherlis, 5:30 
p.m. Silver Pines Lodge, 25955 
Cedar St.
5324.

 • Idyllwild Fire Protection 
District Commission, 6 p.m. 
Idyllwild Fire Station, 54160 
Maranatha Dr.
 • Free Tai Chi Practice Group, 
6-6:45 p.m. Quiet Creek Inn, 
26345 Delano Dr.
 • Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step Study meeting, 
6:30-8 p.m. Former Morning 
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center. Call 659-0097 
for information.

     Wednesday,  June 15 
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 7 
a.m. Shiloh Christian Ministries, 
54968 Upper Pine Crest Ave.
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 a.m. American Legion Post 
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.
• Town Crier News Meeting, 
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café 
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr. 
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

 • The 39ers meeting, 9:30 
a.m. Game Day for adults & se-
niors, 11 a.m.-noon, Town Hall, 
25925 Cedar St. 
 • Garner Valley Book Club, 
10:30 a.m. Call 659-6049 for lo-
cation.
   • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building). 
 • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m.  Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.
 • County Service Area 38 
Advisory Committee meeting, 
5:30 p.m. PCWD, 24917 Marion 
Ridge Rd., Pine Cove.
 • Codependents Anonymous 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious 
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. 
(the Courtyard Building).

Crews work on Idyllwild’s South Ridge clearing brush on a 
fuel break area that had not been cleared for several decades. 
Saw operator Robert Neville pauses after making his cut so 
Nathan Baldino, left, and Buddha Esparza can pick up cut 
branches. Cleared areas are visible behind the crew.

Photo by Cid Castillo

Eighth-grade students celebrated their advancement into high 
school with a dance held at the school’s multi-purpose room.

Photo by Cid Castillo
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How to reach us

Phone:
(951) 659-2145

or toll-free: 
1-888-535-6663

Fax: (951) 659-2071
E-mail: itc@towncrier.com

Website: www.towncrier.com

When to reach us 

OFFICE HOURS
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Monday – Friday
Closed Saturday & Sunday    

DEADLINES MONDAY
News Items — 10 a.m. 
Classifi ed Ads — Noon 
Display Ads — Noon

u
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Cid Castillo 
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Dave Stith • Bruce Watts

u

Please read your ad. 
We assume no responsibility 
for errors after fi rst insertion.

The IDYLLWILD TOWN 
CRIER (USPS 635260) is pub-
lished weekly for $29 per year 
in county and $33 per year out 
of county by the IDYLLWILD 
TOWN CRIER, P.O. Box 157, 
54295 Vil lage Center Dr., 
Idyllwild, CA 92549. Periodical 
postage paid at Idyllwild, CA. 
Send subscription and change 
of address requests to the 
above address. Please allow up 
to two weeks for requests to 
take effect.

POSTMASTER:
 Send address changes to 
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER, P.O. 
Box 157, Idyllwild, CA 92549.
 All contents of the Idyllwild 
Town Crier are copyrighted by 
the Idyllwild Town Crier. Per 
copy, 75 cents (tax included). 
Single mailing of newspaper, 
$2.50.
This newspaper is printed 

on recycled paper.

How to get a letter pub lished
 The Town Cri er wel comes letters re fl ect ing all opin ions. Letters should be con cise and to the point. They 
should be no long er than 400 words. Let ters must be type writ ten, dou ble-spaced and in up per/low er case (not 
in all caps). Let ters must be signed (unless e-mailed) and must be iden ti fi ed with the writ er’s name, ad dress 
and weekday phone num ber. 
 Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be ac cept ed. Letters of thanks are not ac cept ed. A special ad ver tis ing 
rate is avail able for thank-you letters. Political letters cost 10 cents per word.  
 We reserve the right to reject or edit let ters for length, taste, clar i ty or fre quen cy of sub mis sion. Letters do 
not necessarily refl ect the opinions of Town Crier staff. Letters may be sub mit ted in person, by mail, by fax 
(659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.com).  

A hundred years of Ernie

Town Crier founder Ernie Maxwell cartoon originally published 
on the cover of the May 30, 1952 edition of the Town Crier. Maxwell 
would have been 100 years old this year.

Initial 
thoughts
Ernie Maxwell, original TC 
editor …

Editor’s note: Ernie Max-
well wrote the 
column below 
a n d  i t  wa s 
published in 
the May 19, 
1 9 6 1  i s s u e . 
Each week this 
month, until 
his birthday 
centennial, we 
w il l  publish 
one of his col-
umns.

As we were saying
 Scientists now believe 
that editors and other dead-
line people are hopped-up 
chemically. Driving and 
crowding, we excrete some-
thing that regulates nerve 
impulses and in the long 
run does some damage to 
our systems.
 Dominated by deadlines 
most of our adult life, we 
suspect that by now our 
chemical production has 
been along the lines of a 
good oil well. If we had 
tapped the compounds long 
ago, we might have yielded 
a profi table by-product.
 A few ounces of editorial 
chemicals may not shoot a 
man into space or lubricate 

well wrote the 
column below 
a n d  i t  wa s 
published in 
the May 19, 
1 9 6 1  i s s u e . 
Each week this 

a sewing machine, but they 
may serve some useful 
purpose. It’s worth a little 
research and a foundation 
should be established for 
the study.
 Every week a scientist 
should drop by and tap 
us like a maple tree. There 
are certain days and hours 
when our sap runs purple. 
It’s enough to shatter test 
tubes and beakers.
 Perhaps, the seeping of 
chemicals at deadline time 
is doing damage, but our 
hands seem as steady as 
ever. What appears less 
stable is our memory. We 
are forgetting more every 
day than we’re learning. 
Eventually we’ll become a 
vacuum.
 Some of the trouble 
is that what goes into a 
newspaper tends to be rep-
etitious through the years. 
We see patterns repeating 
themselves. People come 
and go, and life begins to 
blur.
 There are those who 
complain constantly, so we 
insulate ourselves against 
their barbs. This produces 
a fuzzy outlook, but it 
cuts down on the chemical 
fl ow.
 Reacting to the com-
plainers, we tend to be-
come grouchy. Anyone 
who has faced a veteran 
city newsman is famil-
iar with the journalistic 
growl that flashes like a 

red light.
 But with all the dead-
lines, complaints and de-
structive chemicals, there’s 
an excitement in this busi-
ness that draws us back to 
it every day or week. We’re 
fascinated by the eager and 
cheerful folks who create 
the best news.

   Ernie 
Maxwell, former 

Editor
 
Editor’s note: As an example 
of Maxwell’s lament about 
the repetition of stories over 
the years, I refer to the Town 
Crier editorial of Aug. 4, 
1961 printed in part below. 
Maxwell and his wife, Betty, 
wrote the editorials. 

“Town Hall’s Future”
 Last Thursday evening 
at Town Hall approximate-
ly 60 persons aired their 
views on several subjects, 
including — what to do 
about Town Hall. … While 
no formal decision was 
reached, it was apparent 
from the discussion that 
the Chamber of  Com-
merce is in no position 
to support and maintain 
the community building 
by itself. 
 The situation is not 
new. Town Hall has always 
been an expense and even 
with greater use fees failed 
to match costs of operation 
…

Daniella Balistreri
Gina Drell 
Catherine Edelstein
Joshua Floquet
Anastasia Geges
Taylor Griner  
Hannah Luna 
Jordan Raridon 
Brallam (Bryan) 
 Reynolds Valencia
Logan Schelly 
Samuel Smith 

Benjamin Campbell
Jessie DuAmarell 
 Wiegardt
Mitchell Eller
Kylie Fry
Roger Gentry
Johnathon Leih
Danielle McKnight
Justin Read
Benjamin Sanborn
Adam Singer
Noah Whitaker

Hemet High School graduates 
from Idyllwild

Daniella Balistreri: Hemet 
High School Faculty Award 
for Citizenship/Uniqueness
B e n j a m i n  C a m p b e l l :  
Hemet High School Fac-
ulty Award for Academic 
Excellence
Gina Drell:  Highest Honor 
Graduate, Idyllwild Scholar-
ship Fund, National Honor 
Society member, Mock Trial 
Team member, California 
State Federation Seal Bearer 
– Life member
C a t h e r i n e  E d e l s t e i n :  
Idyllwild Scholarship Fund
Kylie Fry:  Hemet High 
School Special Education 
Tutor Award:  
Anastasia Geges: Garner 
Valley Women’s Club Schol-
arship
Taylor Griner: Honor Grad-
uate
Johnathon Leih: Idyllwild 
Scholarship Fund
Hannah Luna:  Highest 
Honor Graduate, Richard 
Elzinga Memorial Scholar-
ship, National Honor So-

Congrats to our local HHS grads on your outstanding achievements!
ciety member, Mock Trial 
Team member, Hemet High 
School French Award, Hemet 
High School Outstanding 
Senior Award, California 
State Federation Seal Bearer 
– Life member
D a n i e l l e  M c K n i g h t : 
Idyllwild Scholarship Fund, 
Richard Elzinga Memo-
rial Scholarship, Air Force 
JROTC Certifi cate of Com-
pletion
Justin Read: Highest Honor 
Graduate
Benjamin Sanborn: Hemet 
High School Special Educa-

Each week this 
month, until 
his birthday 
centennial, we 
w il l  publish 
one of his col-
umns.

Each week this 

tion Award
Logan Schelly: Hemet High 
School Class of 2011 Valedic-
torian, Idyllwild Scholarship 
Fund, Academic Decathlon 
Team member, US Marine 
Corps Distinguished Athlete 
Award, US Marine Corps 
Scholastic Excellence Award, 
Nancy Harmon Memorial 
Scholarship, Plinski Family 
Scholarship, California State 
Federation Seal Bearer – Life 
member
Samuel Smith: Honor Grad-
uate, Idyllwild Scholarship 
Fund

 There was considerable 
cooperation in the com-
munity and among off-
Hill residents to support a 
building erected in 1947 to 
perform numerous services 
for the people of this area. 
Contrary to popular belief, 
Town Hall was not built 
solely for youth activities. 
It was designed as a com-
munity hall.
 It may be that … the 

time has arrived to look in 
a different direction.
 The community has 
benefi ted because of Town 
Hall, and the structure can 
continue to serve all the 
people here. It may become 
a key spot in a future civic 
center.
   Ernie 

Maxwell, former 
Editor

J.P., Ed i tor
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THANK YOU TOWN HALL!
For making the 

Jimmy Campbell 
Softball Tournament 

such a success!

In Loving Memory of 
Paula Rosanne Rumler 

12/6/50 – 5/14/11
Paula’s “Celebration of Life” turned 
out to be a very beautiful and special 
event on Saturday June 4, 2011. Pau-
la would have been deeply touched 
to know that so many friends, fam-
ily, and community members came 
together for a celebration of her life. 
The weather, setting, and ceremony 
were perfect in every way! Paula’s 
family would like to give a special 

thanks to all who came to share this event with us 
and extra special thanks to Bruce Morlan, Jan and 
Pat Boss, Franz, the Johnsons, Diane O’Neil and 
Camp Maranatha, Robert and La Casita, David 
Sandlin, Maria and Savanah Loutzenhiser, and Paul 
Billman. We are very blessed to be surrounded by 
such kind, caring, and generous friends, family, and 
community. Thank you all … Don, Paul, Shane & 
Cameron; Freddie, Janey, Freddie Jr., Kyra & Cody.

You are invited ...
A free viewing of the 

award-winning documentary
“Paper Clips”

Sunday, June 12
2 p.m.

Idyllwild School 
Multipurpose 

Room
Immediately after the fi lm, 
Hill residents will lead a 
community dialogue and 
discussion in collaboration 
with a member of the U.S. 
Department of Justice’s civil 
rights staff.

Contact Bill Sanborn for more information at 659-5228. 
Middle and high school youth are welcome. Please do 
not bring children under 12 years of age.

Mr. Funny Guy               by Chris Fisher
shown, but not labeled. All peaks, valleys and points of 
interest within a USGS quad map will be shown and 
labeled, and typically an 80-foot contour interval will be 
used. Knowing a map’s contour interval is instrumental 
in understanding how steep your terrain will be.
 The map that shows most of our local high country is 
the San Jacinto Peak Quadrangle. On its northern edge is 
Snow Creek and south is the upper limits of Fern Valley 
in Idyllwild. The Palm Springs Tramway is on its eastern 
edge and the west is bounded by the Pine Wood subdivi-
sion and Black Mountain area.
 Quad maps are available at most sporting good stores 
and can also be bought online. Take the time to famil-
iarize yourself with this tool before heading out into the 
wilderness. A quick internet search can offer you a how-to, 
as well as asking someone who knows how to read quad 
maps. The time you invest can pay big dividends in your 
future!
 Map reading is slowly becoming a lost art with the 
affordability of the handheld GPS. When I hike, I carry 
both a map and a GPS. If you only rely on the GPS, you 
are putting your faith in something that is powered by 
batteries. Also, a GPS can be affected by snow and heavy 
tree canopy. 
 With a good old-fashioned map and an understanding 
of how to use it, you will always have something in your 
pack that will never fail you.

An essential — map reading …
 In past articles, I have discussed the 10 
essentials one should take along when ventur-
ing out into the wilderness, things such as 
a fl ashlight, food, water, etc. In this article, 
I would like to concentrate on one of those 
10 essentials — the map.
 No matter where you hike, a map of 
the area should be the fi rst thing you put in your pack. 
Actually, before putting it in your pack, you should take 
the time to get familiar with the map. Can you read it? 
Have you plotted your approximate course, checked for 
elevation rise and fall, found other trails you may cross, 
possible water crossings, etc.
 The maps that the Riverside Mountain Rescue Unit 
uses are the USGS Quad Maps, 7.5 minute series. These 
maps will have a scale of 1:24,000, meaning 1 inch on 
the map itself equates to 24,000 inches on the ground, 
or 1 inch equals 2,000 feet.
 These quad maps will show all trails and roads within 
that particular quadrant, however only state highways 
will be called out with names; secondary streets will be 

Off the main roads
By Lee Arnson, RMRU member

 The map that shows most of our local high country is 
the San Jacinto Peak Quadrangle. On its northern edge is 
Snow Creek and south is the upper limits of Fern Valley 
in Idyllwild. The Palm Springs Tramway is on its eastern 
edge and the west is bounded by the Pine Wood subdivi-
sion and Black Mountain area.
 Quad maps are available at most sporting good stores 
and can also be bought online. Take the time to famil-

Natural Learning …
 Anyone who has ever been around chil-
dren knows that they come into the world 
programmed by nature to learn. They acquire 
a language, master walking, take to playing 
games and pick up many aspects of their 
culture just by watching, listening, trying 
things out and having lots of everyday experiences. 
 Imagine a young child fl ying a kite on the beach. It 
may take an adult to help launch the kite. After lots of 
running around as the kite bumps up and down, the 
child gets the hang of it. But without any instruction, the 
child grasps how the sand feels under her feet, hears and 
maybe tunes in to the rhythm of the waves breaking on 
shore, begins to adapt to differing wind velocities and the 
effect on the kite and so forth. And all of this “learning” 
is going on automatically.
 With this image in mind, it becomes apparent that the 
word “learning” means so much more than is generally 
understood. At its core is the fact that a child — any 
child — has a huge set of natural responses to stimuli 
that will infl uence him or her. 
 We all look for what makes sense. It is not that hard, 
most of the time, to deal with details when what we are 
seeking to learn is connected to something in life and to 
something we already understand. 
 We are all intrigued by novelty — sometimes positively, 
sometimes negatively. We are all infl uenced by the people 
around us and how they behave (including, for instance, 
other children who are fl ying kites at the same time). We 

See Renate, page 26

Renate’s thoughts
By Renate Caine, Ph.D.

Director of Research and Professional 
Development, Natural Learning Research 

Institute, Idyllwild

Cognitive 
distortions of 
the right: Part 1 
Editor:
 I would like to take the op-
portunity to respond to Oyen 
Hoffman’s long letter, titled 
“Cognitive distortions of 
liberals,” in the Town Crier’s 
May 26 issue. Let me begin 
by stating that I don’t know 
Mr. Hoffman or the target of 
his attack, Conor O’Farrell.  
 What I do know, however, 
is that Mr. Hoffman has fallen 
into the same trap as others 
from the right side of the 
aisle. They denounce based 
on ideology, not facts. His 
entire thesis of “distortions” 
doesn’t list a single fact. 

 In addition, and I read his 
very long letter twice, I didn’t 
see a single recommendation 
from him on how to fi x our 
fi nancial problem. This is not 
constructive dialogue. 
 No country, company or 
family unit will ever regain 
footing without everyone be-
ing involved in the solution. 
So, let me add some facts to 
this argument in the hopes 
that your readers might be 
able to use information to 
make our town and our na-
tion stronger.
 First, we all pay taxes. 
Mr. Hoffman states that 
more than 50 percent of 
us pay no federal income 
tax. Not true. In fact, most 

See Distortions, page 23

Another point of view
Income level 
isn’t a choice 
Editor:
 This letter is a response 
to Oyen Hoffman, “Another 
point of view” in the May 26 
Town Crier. Hoffman speaks 
to various issues facing our 
country today.  
 I’ve heard rhetoric similar 
to his all my life and don’t 
feel it remotely represents 
the economic and political 
realities that we  face today. 
 In his letter, Hoffman 
mentions the fact that half of 
America, well over 200 mil-
lion people, pay no income 
tax. My contention would be 
that they pay no taxes because 
they have nothing  — no 

liquid assets, no property and 
most importantly no hope of 
any chance to ever change. 
 The country you describe 
doesn’t exist. Get in your car 
and drive to any city or town 
and look at the staggering 
poverty in which millions live 
and then tell me that these 
people have the opportuni-
ties that you describe in your 
letter. 
 You imply that Medicare, 
food stamps, unemployment 
and other social programs are 
creating an economy on the 
verge of collapse. I believe 
our national debt has been 
created by a government that 
has borrowed heavily in order 
to pay for unjust, immoral 

See Income level, page 26

Another point of view
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Chapel in the Pines Christian Fel low ship
 Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer. 

Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 10am 
plus Weekly Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038. 

On Hwy 243 at Morning Sky School in Mountain Center.

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school, 

10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m. 
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to 

the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

Community Presbyterian Church

Idyllwild Bible Church
25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott. 
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship. 
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m. 

Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.

Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday 
Call Church Offi ce for Information. 659-4775

Shiloh Christian Ministries
~ FULL GOSPEL ~

2 
Ser

vi
ce

s

Spiritual Living Center

Churches and Spiritual 
Centers Directory  

of Idyllwild

54400 N. Circle Dr.  659-2935 • Rev. Richard Olson
Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.

Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~ 
Child care available • Wednesday: Men's Breakfast – 6:15 a.m.

Idyllwild Religious Science
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard Building) 659-3464.

Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday ser vice, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.; 

Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays.

54968 Upper Pine Crest
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416

Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm
International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild

First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561

Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi.

SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch.  Meditation 

instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info.   www.zmc.org

Queen of Angels Roman Cath o lic Church
54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA

Father Charles E. Miller
Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.; 
Sat. 4 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.; 

Confession: Sat. 3:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

Wilder Cabins • On Strawberry Creek
Kitchens • Cable •Transportation to Trailheads • Pets Welcome
54550 So. Circle Dr. • 659-2926 • www.wildercabins.com

Alhatti Private Christian Resort
A private Christian setting • Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2066 • www.alhatti.com

Edelweiss Lodge • www.1cabin4u.com
Romantic cabins • Kitchens • Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

The Bluebird Cottage Inn
on 3 ac. • www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com • Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2696

234234234

Check out our Lodging Directory 
Website at www.towncrier.com

25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

Lodging
Directory of Idyll wild

The Fireside Inn & Cabins • Fireplaces,     
TV/DVD players, pets welcome • 1-877-797-3473 
54540 North Circle Dr. • www.thefi reside-inn.com

Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals
Top Rated • Views • Creek • Pets • Spas • Fireplaces • Clean!
26345 Delano Dr. • www.quietcreekinn.com • 800-450-6110

Idyllwild Vacation Cabins     
Private Vacation Cabins • Secluded • Hot Tubs • (951) 659-5444 
www.idyllwildvacationcabins.com • vacationcabins@live.com

FV Water
Continued from page 1

Fire Protection District 
(IFPD) election, and can-
didates have until 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 8 to file 
for the Fern Valley Water 
District (FVWD) board 
election.
 Six candidates fi led for 
two seats on the IFPD Board 
of Commissioners Both in-
cumbents — Pete Capparelli 
and Paul Riggi — fi led pa-
pers to run for re-election. 

But four other candidates 
— Jerry Buchanan, Larry 
Donahoo, Paul Miglin and 
Mark Spehar — are chal-
lenging them. 
 FVWD Director Diana 
Johnson fi led her re-election 
papers. She was fi rst elected 
in 1995 and is fi nishing her 
fourth term. But, in a sur-
prise, Board President Ron 
Korman did not fi le to run 
again. Korman has been a 
FVWD director since 1998.
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 The U.S. Forest Service in-
tends to continue to use fi re 
retardant chemicals on some 
wildland fi res. A draft envi-
ronmental impact statement 
(EIS) assessing this proposal, 
as well as two other options, 
is available for public review 
and comment.
 The three options range 
from no aerial application of 
fi re retardants to continued 
use with revision of the 2000 
guidelines and adoption of 
new protocols. 
 The proposed alterna-
tive is continued aerial ap-
plication of fi re retardants 
under the 2000 guidelines, 

including adoption of the 
Reasonable and Prudent 
Alternatives, which the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) and National Oce-
anic Atmospheric Admin-
istration Marine Fisheries 
Service (NOAA Fisheries) 
identifi ed in 2008.
 A similar, but not recom-
mended, alternative contin-
ues aerial application of fi re 
retardant, but proposes to 
use newly developed 2011 
guidelines along with the 
2008 Reasonable and Pru-
dent alternatives. 
 The fi rst step of this al-
ternative would replace the 
2000 guidelines for aerial 
delivery of foam retardant 
near waterways with newly 

developed 2011 guidelines 
that respond to the Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA), 
cultural resources and tribal 
concerns. The 2011 guide-
lines would include the 2008 
Reasonable and Prudent 
Alternatives. 
 In addition, the Forest 
Service would develop pro-
tocols for mapping avoid-
ance areas at the forest 
level and provide expanded 
direction for ESA consulta-
tion should a misapplication 
outside of the 2011 guide-
lines occur. 
 The third alternative 
evaluated in the draft EIS 
would be the elimination 
of aerial application of fi re 
retardant. Ground-based 

application of foams, water 
enhancers (gels), and water 
(including aerial application 
of water only) would con-
tinue to be available for use 
by incident commanders as 
fi re suppression tools. This 
alternative would not pro-
hibit the aerial application 
of fi re retardant on lands 
owned or administered by 
states, private parties, or 
other federal agencies. Each 
federal agency would make 
its own decision on the use 
of aerial-applied retardant 
on the land it manages. 
 On July 27, 2010, the 
U.S. District Court for the 
District of Montana issued 
a decision in “Forest Service 
Employees for Environmen-

Forest Service evaluates aerial use of fi re retardants
tal Ethics v. United States 
Forest Service, 08-43 (D. 
Mont.)” that stopped the 
Forest Service’s application 
of fi re retardant from the 
air on Forest System lands. 
The Court also held that 
the FWS and the NOAA 
Fisheries Service ESA Sec-
tion 7 consultations with 
the Forest Service violated 
the Act. 
 The Court directed the 
Forest Service, USFWS, and 
NOAA Fisheries to cure 
these NEPA and ESA viola-
tions and for the Forest Ser-
vice to issue a new decision 
no later than Dec. 31, 2011. 
In response to the court 

ruling, the Forest Service 
prepared this draft EIS. 
 The Draft EIS will be 
available for a 45-day review 
and comment period during 
May and June. It can be 
accessed at the following 
website: www.fs.fed.us/fi re/
retardant/eis_info.html.
 C o m m e n t s  c a n  b e 
faxed to (208) 265-6670. 
They can be emailed to 
fireretardanteis@fs.fed.us. 
They can also be mailed to 
USDA Forest Service, Attn: 
Jodi Kramer, 1602 Ontario 
St., Sandpoint, ID 83864.
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

Heavenly Horse Haven hosts fundraiser
 On Saturday, July 30 (please note the date has changed 
from previous announcement), the Heavenly Horse Haven 
in Anza will host a Disney themed Princess Story featuring 
the rescued horses and farm animals in costumes. Music 
will be provided by Mark Houston and the Working Men. 
The program will start at 3 p.m, the show at 4 p.m. and 
a barbecue dinner will be served at 5 p.m.
 According to Gina Perrin, operator of Heavenly Horse 
Haven, feed prices have almost doubled, due to the ris-
ing price of gas, and the organization needs help with 
purchasing free. 
 For more information about the organization or the 
fundraiser, call Gina Perrin at (714) 908-4353.

visit www.towncrier.com!
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IWD Mission Statement -  
To provide reliable water & sewer service in a safe, cost-effective & 

environmentally sound manner in accordance with the community needs.

OAKWOOD WATER TREATMENT PLANT – The District will construct its water 
treatment plant for the newly purchased Oakwood well. The District currently has an 
aeration water treatment plant for neutralizing pH water levels for many of the Foster 
Lake wells. The Oakwood water treatment facility will use a different process to neutralize 
pH water levels. We will design and install this treatment system in-house. The process is 
simple and uses a vessel filled with a Calcite media to filter the well water to raise the pH 
level. Many of our local mountain wells have low pH. To provide the best water quality 
we need to raise the pH level to improve the finished well water for our customers. This 
water facility should be operable later this year. We will be having a dedication ceremony 
and the public will be invited. 

WELL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS – The three improvement well projects are 
completed. Due to this year’s well improvement program, an additional 35 gallons per 
minute will be added, increasing our total well capacity to 735 gpm. This well total will 
more than meet our projected high water demand of 231 gpm for August 2011. District 
well improvement projects involve pulling the well pumping equipment and installing 
new pumps and motors. Each well undergoes in-house review to consider modifying the 
pumping equipment to improve the efficiency and pumping power costs. The three well 
improvements are wells #12, FV #2 and well #23. Wicker Well Service started our last 
well project for this year, pulling well #23 pump equipment.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROGRAM – We are always aware there is room for 
improvement when it comes to being prepared. We are continually working on our 
emergency response program. Well casing can shear off and water tanks and water mains 
can be seriously damaged. We look for weaknesses that may be in our water system. A 
recent all-day exercise was “Losing Electrical Power.” The employees, working together 
using our emergency response program, demonstrated that we are prepared. Field personnel 
had to operate water facilities on back-up power systems. Many of the Foster Lake wells 
and treatment plant operated using our solar system. The wastewater plant and District 
office were operated using their standby generators. After a field emergency exercise, we 
discussed possible improvements to our emergency response program. Our continuous 
preparations should serve us well in the event of an emergency. 

OUR NEXT BOARD MEETING IS JUNE 21st AT 7 P.M. 
COME AND JOIN US AND SHARE IN THE DISCUSSION

IDYLLWILD WATER DISTRICT  
JUNE 2011 NEWSLETTER

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 Hemet Unified School 
District (HUSD) Deputy 
Superintendent Dr. LaFaye 
Platter confirmed that the dis-
trict would be able to retain 

52 out of the 60 certificated 
and classified personnel slated 
for dismissal. Among them is 
Idyllwild School fifth grade 
teacher Brennen Priefer.
 Priefer recounted he was 
called into Principal Matt 
Kraemer’s office at 3 p.m. 

HUSD lays off only 8 teachers
Friday, June 3 as he was pack-
ing up his classroom. He said 
it had been a day of heartfelt 
support from his teaching 
colleagues and tearful hugs 
from his present and former 
students. 
 On the phone, Priefer 
was offered a choice of five 
jobs, but continuing to teach 
fifth grade at Idyllwild was 
not among them. In order 
to comply with state budget 
cuts, HUSD gave pink slips 
before it knew the state’s final 
budget or district figures on 
attrition and early retirement. 

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 The eventual approval of 
the state budget will be good 
news for local wildfire fight-
ers. The state Legislature 
appears to have included 
an authorization which will 
lead to the renovation of 
the Hemet-Ryan Air Attack 
Base.
 Authority for the state to 
enter into a lease purchase 
arrangement with Riverside 
County is still included in 
the working fiscal 2011-12 
budget legislation, accord-
ing to Battalion Chief Julie 
Hutchinson, the CAL FIRE 
Southern Region public in-
formation officer. After the 
budget is approved, CAL 
FIRE will begin to work 
with the state’s Realtors to 
negotiate and develop a 
lease-purchase agreement 
between CAL FIRE and 
Riverside County.
 Both the state Assembly 

and Senate approved the 
Hemet-Ryan plan two weeks 
ago during budget commit-
tee meetings. 
 “This is an innovative 
project between Riverside 
County and CAL FIRE to 
come up with workable 
financial solutions in these 
very challenging fiscal times,” 
Hutchison said. “A construc-
tion date has not been estab-
lished as both agencies are 
working through the process 
to develop the agreements 
necessary to move to the 
next phase.”
 CAL FIRE Chief  Ken 
Pimlott is very pleased to 
move forward with this 
type of  agreement, giv-
en the current economy. 
The reconstruction of the 
Hemet-Ryan Air Attack Base 
is significant to the needs 
of this fire-prone region, 
Hutchison added. 
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

County, state 
work to expand 

Hemet-Ryan base

Platter said the present system 
makes no sense. “We wanted 
to layoff no one,” she said. 
“We’re delighted we are able 
to bring back all but eight.”
 Priefer will teach physical 
education in two schools in 
the Hemet area. He has long 
coached and said of his new 
positions, “Maybe this is what 
I need. I’m happy to have a 
job and I’m frustrated that 
I won’t be teaching fifth 
grade.”
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

MDP seeks auction items for fundraiser
 On Saturday, June 18, Mountain Disaster Preparedness 
will host its fourth-annual FUNdraiser. In addition to live 
music of the ‘50s and ‘60s, food, beer & wine, there will 
be a fantastic silent and live auction, in addition to raffle 
prizes.
 MDP is looking for items, goods and services, for the 
auctions. The organization welcomes all types of dona-
tions. Those who donate will receive two complimentary 
tickets to the event.
 For more information or to make a donation, call 
Sherry Edwards at (951) 659-9069. Donations will be 
accepted until June 10.

Reward for reporting Pine Cove leaks
 The Pine Cove Water District (PCWD) will give a $25 
gift certificate to a local restaurant to anyone reporting 
a confirmed water leak in the district. The offer is not 
valid for reporting a natural spring. To report a leak, call 
the PCWD at 659-2675.
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LESSONS FROM THE BATTLEFIELD
With a little help from Jack Benny and Jack Webb

IDYLLWILD FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

BY BEN KILLINGSWORTH
COMMISSIONER

You may not be old enough to re-
member the Jack Benny radio show, but 
I’ll always remember the skit involving 
Jack and an armed robber. The robber 
sticks a gun in Jack’s ribs and says, 
“Your money or your life.” There’s a 
long pause and then the robber says, 
“Ï said, your money or your life!” Af-
ter another short pause, Jack says, “I’m 
thinking, I’m thinking!”
 Well, with a little tongue in cheek, 
maybe that’s what we’re faced with in 
our upcoming effort to convince the 
people we serve that it’s in their best 
interest to give up another $65 per year 
(an average of about 9 cents a day per 
person) in order to continue giving them 
the best chance of surviving a future 
heart at attack, stroke or other serious 
illness or injury. 
 Most of us relate ambulances to 
traffi c accidents but in 2009, deaths 
caused by these events only amounted 
to 11.8 per 100,000, while diseases of 
the heart amounted to 195 per 100,000 
in 2009 — about 1⁄4 of all deaths, which 
makes a good case for having readily 
available ambulances, paramedics, and 
EMTs (Emergency Medical Techni-
cians) stationed close to the place where 
the victim is when a heart attack occurs
 The existence of EMTs and Para-
medics in California and elsewhere 
is relatively new, with the fi rst EMT 
programs starting in the early 1970s. 
Before that, ambulances carried one or 
two attendants possessing Advanced 
First Aid Certifi cates. 
 Then, in about 1966, in a report 
entitled, “Accidental Death and Dis-
ability: The Neglected Disease of 
Modern Society,” researchers reported 
that, to their astonishment, soldiers 
badly wounded in Vietnam had a bet-
ter survival rate than did people injured 
in traffi c accidents on California free-
ways. They attributed this to several 
factors, including a new type of medical 
corpsman trained to administer “critical 
advanced medical procedures.” 

 Based on this information, para-
medic programs began to emerge. 
Although there were only three pilot 
programs in existence in 1972 (Miami, 
Los Angeles and Seattle), other com-
munities soon began to follow suit. 
Remarkably, one of the driving forces 
behind this was the television program 
“Emergency,” which came into being 
after television producer Jack Webb of 
“Dragnet” fame was visiting the UCLA 
Medical Center when he encountered 
“some fi remen who spoke like doc-
tors.” The program, which was based 
on the exploits of two fi refi ghter/para-
medics working out of the LA City 
Fire Department Station 51, ran from 
1972–1977 and is credited with creat-
ing so much interest and enthusiasm on 
the part of fi rst responders, the medical 
community at large, and the public, that 
by 1980 paramedic programs had been 
established in most major cities. 
 To become a paramedic one must 
fi rst be an EMT, then complete two 
years of extensive training. We don’t 
have enough space to describe every-
thing they learn and the critical pre-hos-
pital treatment they routinely adminis-
ter, but let’s imagine for a moment that 
you’re along for the ride on a call from 
a citizen reporting that they or a loved 
one is showing signs of a possible heart 
attack. 
 Hopefully the call came in because 
of a 9-1-1 call to our radio dispatcher 
in Perris, because that gives us the best 
chance of getting to the correct address 
as rapidly as possible.
 Let’s assume that it’s 2 AM and 
you and the paramedic and EMT are 
fast asleep in the bunkroom at the fi re 
house. You all wake up after hearing a 
“tone” from the radio, then receive in-
formation regarding the nature of the 
call and the address. In about 3 minutes 
the three of you have dressed, jumped 
in an ambulance and are leaving the sta-
tion. Unless the call came from out of 
the district, you’ll probably arrive in 2 
to 3 more minutes.
 Upon arrival the paramedic and 
EMT will contact the victim and/or the 
reporting party and make a “general as-
sessment,” which includes; asking the 
patient how he/she feels, checking blood 

pressure, pulse rate, respiratory rate, and 
blood oxygen content. Next, depend-
ing on what they’ve found, they’ll do 
a “focused assessment,” which include; 
getting a brief family history, checking 
for symptoms, attaching and reading a 
three-lead EKG, followed by a 12-lead 
EKG if it appears the heart is involved, 
then administer oxygen, start a nor-
mal saline IV, give the patient aspirin 
and nitroglycerine, and inject a shot of 
morphine sulfate, which serves to ease 
pain and also causes blood vessels to 
expand, making it easier for the heart to 
continue beating.
 First responders often refer to the 
“Golden Hour,” meaning that a patient’s 
chance of survival without signifi cant 
heart damage is much improved if they 
can be taken to an emergency room 
within an hour, and the sooner the 
better. Because of this, the next step 
is to call for a helicopter, which takes 
only about 7 minutes to make the trip 
from Idyllwild to Eisenhower Medical 
Center, as opposed to about an hour 
by ambulance. However, sometimes 
the helicopter is not available and the 
trip must be by ambulance. When that 
happens, the paramedic contacts the 
emergency room staff by radio while 
en route, describing the patient’s con-
dition, the treatment given so far, and 
asking for further instructions, if any, 
from an emergency room doctor. The 
doctor may prescribe an injection of a 
“disrythmic” to steady the heartbeat, 
and authorize injecting a stronger dose 
of morphine, among other things.
 Upon arrival at the ER you, the 
paramedic and EMT stay with the pa-
tient until the hospital staff takes over, 
and have been briefed regarding the 
treatment they provided and the pa-
tient’s response.
 Hope you had an interesting imag-
inary ride-along and that this is the only 
ambulance ride you’ll ever have to take, 
but don’t bet your life on it!
 Fire Commissioners Pete Capa-
relli and Ben Killingsworth have each 
pledged $50 a month to help pay for 
this monthly newsletter. If anyone else 
is interested in helping out, please con-
tact Ben Killingsworth @BenBK@aol.
com.

commercial • residential • automotive

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

anza lock & safe
LOCK OUTS (Home, Safe, Auto)

HOMES REKEYED
TRANSPONDER KEYS

KEVIN WILKES - LIC. CA LCO3813

951-763-5929

Sheriff
Continued from page 1

the Grand Jury found that 
budget cuts to Mental 
Health Detention Servic-
es removed personnel for 
conducting needed mental 
health screening intakes 
at all five jail facilities; 
that inmates now have to 
wait two or more weeks 
to receive an initial men-
tal health assessment; that 
mental health medications 
are not distributed accord-
ing to prescriptions owing 
to staff cutbacks; and that 
severe cases can spend 60 
or more days in county jails 
before being transported to 
a suitable state hospital or 
mental health facility, creat-
ing dangerous conditions in 
the prison population.
 California Code of Regu-
lations Title 15 mandates 
minimum standards of care 
to inmates as part of a pris-
oner’s constitutional rights. 
Furthermore, California 
Penal Code stipulates mini-
mum medical and mental 
health care for any jail or 
prison with more than 100 
inmates. Sniff said that CEO 
and Board-proposed budget 
cuts would render full pro-
vision of minimum mandat-
ed standards of medical and 
health care impossible in all 
but one of the county’s fi ve 
jail facilities. 
 Failure to meet those 
standards could result in 
either closure of certain 
facilities or federal takeover 
of those facilities, according 
to Sniff. Federal courts have 
already ruled California’s 
(and consequently county’s) 
failure to provide adequate 

medical and mental health 
care has subjected prisoners  
to cruel and unusual pun-
ishment, which is prohib-
ited by the Constitution. 
 Lack of adequate men-
tal health services creates 
a prison population with 
increasingly volatile condi-
tions that become more dif-
fi cult to treat effectively over 
time. Also, Sniff warned that 
the county incurs signifi cant 
legal liability if a prisoner 
dies or is injured as a result 
of the county’s failure to 
meet minimum mandated 
medical standards.
 Sniff stressed in inter-
view that he is talking only 
about provision of basic 
services, nothing elective. 
Basic health services consist 
of fi rst aid, prescription and 
distribution of medication, 
wound care, dental care, 
treatment and management 
of diseases and ailments, 
and managing temporary or 
chronic health conditions.
 “ D e p u t i e s  a r e  n o t 
equipped to make medical 
diagnoses,” said Sniff, stress-
ing that initial psychiatric 
and medical inmate evalu-
ations need to be made by 
qualified medical profes-
sionals.  
 The county’s current fi s-
cal crisis exacerbates these  
problems. Removal of medi-
cal staff from jail facilities 
because of proposed bud-
get cuts also results in the 
extra expense and time 
of transporting prisoners 
to medical facilities. Sniff 
pointed out that those times 
of transportation are also 
worrisome  for security 
reasons, providing prisoners 
opportunities for escape.
 Sniff  said that recent 

efforts by Supervisors Jeff 
Stone and Marion Ashley, 
along with an increasing 
awareness of the severity of 
the problem by the CEO, 
may help lead to solu-
tion. “I don’t want to see 
a wholesale dismantling of 
the Sheriff ’s Department,” 
said Stone in discussing 
the overall budget of the 
Sheriff ’s Department.
 Sniff stressed that the 
inmate medical and mental 
health care problem is com-
plicated by the fact that 60 
percent of the county jail 
population (presently over 
3,600 inmates) have not 
come to trial, have not been 
convicted, and are therefore 

innocent under the law. 
Sniff said that costs to the 
county of potential law-
suits for failure to provide 
mandated inmate care must 
be weighed and carefully 
evaluated when considering 
cuts to departments tasked 
with providing the medical 
care.
 Sniff proposed restoring 
$20 million for provision of 
these services either to the 
tasked department or put-
ting it in his budget. If the 
CEO restores the money to 
the Department of Mental 
Health Detention Services, 
Sniff said he would seek a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) with that 

department. “I’m going to 
demand an MOU,” he said. 
“I want to see every nickel 
budgeted for jails [medical 
care]. There is [presently] 
no accountability for service 
levels that are being pro-
vided. I want to see what 
is being provided for each 
dollar spent.”
 On Monday, June 13, 
departments will make their 
cases for their respective 
budgets to the Board of 
Supervisors and the CEO. 
Sniff  expects a decision 
regarding this issue at that 
time.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

Garden Tour 
coming June 25

 Visit eight beautiful and 
unique gardens in the area. 
Join in the delight of viewing 
fl owering shrubs, perennials, 
native plants, plus garden art 
and sculpture while stroll-
ing through many of the 
community’s fi nest garden. 
 The Idyllwild Garden Club 
invites the public to its An-
nual Mountain Garden Tour 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 25. Tickets are 
$10 each for two for $15 and 
are available online at www.
IdyllwildGardenClub.net or 
the day of the event in the 
at the BBVA kiosk in town.


