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News bites

Fourth of July Parade
A photographic essay of our
local celebration.

See pages 16 and 17.

Fire Safe Council
Safest Homes winners.
See page 3.

Idyllwild Fire
Commission agrees to
association demand.

See page 8.

Idyllwild Water
District adopts 2011-12
budget, no rate increases.
See page 9.

Noel Alumit
Next in authors series.

See page 11.

Summer theater
“Our Town,” an Isis Theatre
Company production.

See page 15.

Bossa Nova sounds
Colin Wenhardt performs
at Summer Concert Series.

See page 15.

Inside

Masthead

On the Town
Public notices
Real estate

In an

EMERGENCY

go to
towncrier.com
for news!

g 0&8a0s " 93114 "3

POSTMASTER:

Dated material, please deliver July 7-8, 2011

Idyllwild

own C

Covering the San Jacinto and Santa Rosa Mountains from Twin Pines to Anza to Pinyon
Almost all the News — Part of the Time

VOL. 66 NO. 27

75¢ (Tax Included)

IDYLLWILD, CA

THURS., JULY 7, 2011

Board of Supervisors
PROCLAMATION

Ernie Maxwell's Contributions

On his

WHEREALS, during the week of July 4-10, 2011, the community of Idylivwild vl

colebrate Conservationist, Wriler,
and AZ-Around Mw!mﬂ Figu

Recognizing

100" Birthday

Hiker, Carlocnist, Philosopher, Snake Caicher, Artist
o, Emig Maxwell, mmm; pothacks, @ memorial

hike and the
Voluntesrism: and

WHERELS, Ernie Maxwel, with his wife Betty, found Idylhwild by accident as they
returned from a vacation in 1938 and saw the name on a
quick lock at the place before they were due back al work, and the beauty of the

mountain brought them back time
Walley in 1044, where they began

WIEREAS, Ermie Maxwell founded the Idyliwild Tawn Crier newspaper in 1948,
discovering an environment in idyllwild in which to express his many talents, impressing
his spirit permanently on the community. and

HAMEREAS, Emes Maxwall was a sculptor, potier and o painter and e loved io

\\MN but he alss laved ereating canoons, hiking, snake kiling, philosophizing,
folk and cavorting around the mourtiains; and

HAEREAS, Emie Maowell and his wife Betty were involved in a number of
community service organizations cver the years, including the lzask Walton League.
Idylhwild Asts Foundation, the Idyllwild Chamber of Commerce, Femn Valley Water nmﬂ
Theatre Comparry, 1o name a few, and Emie claimed that he had
tackied just about every kind of job, Irem free-lance amunmmu smasting and
wood cutting, not to mention spalls &8 an iceman and a cowboy, and

and the Comm

WIHERLAS, Emie Maxwell was honored with the naming of the “Emie Maxwell

Scenic Tra" in 1988, & woodsy 2
‘gently around wooded slopes,

NOW, THERETORE, LET IT®E KN
HSMMMM! hereby proclaim ERNIE MMHfLL WEEK, Julgl 4-10, 2011, lﬂﬂ

racognizes Emis Maxwall's many

and encourages residents and visitors alike 1o enjo

festivities.

Ponderosa, Jeffrey and Couller pines, fir and incense
cedar, providing the mostly level trail with a carpet of needies; and

sign and decided io take &

and time again until they bought property in Fem
busiding & home in January, 1848; and

¥ male path that begins at Humber Park and contours

#2N] . that the Riverside County Board

10 the beautiful

The Riverside County
Board of Supervisors is-
sued this proclamation,
declaringJuly4-10,2011,
Ernie Maxwell Week in
honor of Ernie Maxwell,
Town Crier founder and
conservationist. Max-
well is being honored on
what would have been
his 100th birthday with
several exhibits, a me-
morial hike of the Ernie
Maxwell Scenic Trail 10
a.m.Fridayandapotluck
celebration 5:30 p.m.
Friday at the Idyllwild
Nature Center.

Above and left, the com-
munity gathers to cel-
ebrate the Fourth of July
during this year’s festive
parade. For more photos,
see pages 16 and 17.

Photos by J.P. Crumrine

Stone suggests SoCal
as 51st state

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

ast week, Riverside
County Supervisor
Jeff Stone (3rd Dis-

trict) proposed that Riv-
erside and possibly several

other counties split from
California to form a new
state.

The state budget enacted
and signed by Gov. Jerry
Brown last week was the
final straw in Stone’s exas-
peration with California’s

state government, accord-
ing to Verne Lauritzen,
Stone’s chief of staff.

“The state Legislature is
so dysfunctional,” Lauritzen
said. Buried in the budget
language was a requirement

See 51st State, page 28

County
terminates
ICRC recreation
contract

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

the Riverside County

Economic Development
Agency (EDA) gave notice to
Idyllwild Community Recre-
ation Council (ICRC) outgo-
ing Chairman John Simpson
of its intention to terminate
ICRC’s contract as recreation
manager for County Service
Agency (CSA) 36. The effec-
tive termination date will be
July 31.

In the letter, CSA Op-
erations Manager Bill Brown
told ICRC “Our goal is to
work with you for an or-
derly transition of Town

I n a letter dated June 30,

Hall including all CSA/coun-
ty-purchased supplies and
equipment into direct county
oversight and management
[commencing] on Aug. 1,
2011”

Verne Lauritzen, 3rd Dis-
trict Supervisor Jeff Stone’s
chief of staff, said that Stone
made the decision after a
long process of reviewing
ICRC’s performance as CSA
36 recreation contractor.
ICRC assumed management
of the local recreation con-
tract in February 2007, but
since July 2010, has been on
a probationary month-to-
month contract.

“The Supervisor himself

See ICRC, page 28

State budget
targets schools

By J.P.Crumrine
Editor

n Thursday, June 30,
the final day of fiscal
year 2010-11, hours

before the new fiscal year
began, Gov. Jerry Brown
signed the state budget for
2011-12. This is one of the
few years that California’s
budget has been adopted
before July 1, the beginning
of the fiscal year.

The state General Fund
spending totals $85.9 bil-
lion, 6.1 percent less than
2010-11.

Between June 16, when
the governor vetoed the
original 2011-12 budget
approved by the state Leg-
islature, and last week, the
Democratic majority built
in an additional $4 billion
of projected revenues to
balance the budget.

Local school districts,
such as Hemet Unified
School District (HUSD),
awoke on the morning of
June 29 to learn the budget
legislation essentially elimi-
nates their ability to control
their own expenses for the

See Budget, page 23
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News of record

Fire log

Hill fire stations respond-
ed to the following calls,
Monday to Sunday, June 27
to July 3, 2011:

Idyllwild Fire Department
and Ambulance

June 27 — Two walk-in
medical aids.

June 28 — Dispatched
and canceled en route, High-
way 243 at Pine Cove Road,
Pine Cove.

June 28 — Walk-in med-
ical aid.

June 29 — Medical aid,
Sherman Drive, Pine Cove.

June 29 — Walk-in med-
ical aid.

June 29 — Medical
aid, South Circle Drive,
Idyllwild.

June 29 — Medical aid,
Tollgate Road, Idyllwild.

June 30 — Medical aid,
Azalea Trail, Pine Cove.

June 30 — Medical aid,
Saunders Meadow Road,
Idyllwild.

July 1 — Medical aid,
Temecula Drive, Idyllwild.

July 1 — Traffic colli-
sion, North Circle Drive and
River Road, Idyllwild.

July 2 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

July 2 — Dispatched and
canceled en route, North
Circle Drive, Idyllwild.

July 2 — Medical aid, San

Jacinto Road, Idyllwild.
July 3 — Three walk-in
medical aids.

Riverside County Fire,
Pine Cove

June 27 — Fire.

June 28 — Traffic colli-
sion.

June 28 — Medical aid.

June 29 — Two medical
aid.

July 1 — Vehicle into
structure.

July 2 — Hazardous
materials, gas leak.

Riverside County Fire,
Garner Valley

June 27 — Medical aid,
28000 block of McCall Park
Road, Mountain Center.

June 27 — Vegetation
fire, 56000 block of Highway
74, Garner Valley.

June 29 — Vegetation
fire, Bautista and Tripp Flats
roads, Anza.

June 29 — Medical aid,
53000 block of Tollgate
Road, Idyllwild.

June 30 — Traffic col-
lision, Highway 74 at mile
marker 62, Garner Valley.

July 2 — Hazardous ma-
terials, 52000 block of Pine
Cove Road, Pine Cove.

July 3 — Medical aid,
56000 block of Highway 74,
Garner Valley.

July 3 — Public service
assist, Highway 74, Garner
Valley.

Riverside County Fire,
Pinyon
Log unavailable.

CHP log

The resident post of the
California Highway Patrol
responded to the follow-
ing call from Monday to
Sunday, June 27 to July 3.
This may not be a complete

list of responses:

June 28 — Two-vehicle
(CHP patrol car and a
County of Riverside pick-
up) traffic collision with
no injuries, Highway 243
south of Overlook Drive,
Pine Cove.

Sheriff’s log

Log unavailable.

Three guilty pleas

By J.P.Crumrine
Editor

In the past week, two
local women, Teri Danette
Blackburn and Diane May
Black, and one man, Ste-
ven Thomas Cook, pleaded
guilty to felony charges in
three separate cases.

On Monday, June 27,
Blackburn, a Pine Cove resi-
dent, pleaded guilty to one
charge of caretaker embezzle-
ment of an elder (Penal
Code 368 (e)). Judge Jerry E.
Johnson will pronounce sen-
tence Aug. 12. Black waived
the time. Her plea included
one year in county jail and
one year probation.

In October 2010, River-
side County Sheriff’s De-
partment deputies arrested
Blackburn, 50, for suspected
felony financial abuse of an

elder and felony making
false statements with the
intent to defraud.

On June 28, Anza resi-
dent Diane May Black plead-
ed guilty to one count of
burglary for an offense that
occurred in April of this
year. Judge Angel M. Ber-
mudez will issue a sentence
on Aug. 12. However, Black’s
plea agreement included
serving time in the Riverside
County Sheriff followed by
probation.

Cook, who was arrested
on April 19, for inflicting
corporeal punishment to
a spouse (PC 273.5(A))
pleaded guilty on June 29.
He also was before Judge
Bermudez, who denied pro-
bation and sentenced Cook
to two years in state prison.
This sentence will run con-
currently with two other

We’re Here For You Idyllwild!

2011 SUBARU

$2,899 Down Payment 2=
0 Security Deposit -
595 Acquisition Fee /@
299 1st Mo. Lease
Payment

$3,793 Total due at
lease signing
(*plus tax &
license)

OUTBACK

2.5i Premium Package

$ PER MONTH LEASE
36 MONTHS / 10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT

palmsprings
mmmmsubaru

< SUBARU.

© All-Wheel Drive standard

o 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
® 6 standard airbags

® 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
o All-weather package

Stock #: 217141

Vin #: B33999911

Model #: BDD

2011 SUBARU

IMPREZA

2.51 Premium Package

$ PER MONTH LEASE/
36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

ON APPPROVED CREDIT
$1,999 Down Payment
0 Security Deposit
595 Acquisition Fee
256 1st Mo. Lease Payment

$2,850 Total due at
lease signing
(*plus tax & license)

2011 SUBARU

$ PER MONTH LEASE/
36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

ON APPPROVED CREDIT

$1,999 Down Payment

0 Security Deposit

595 Acquisition Fee
287 1st Mo. Lease Payment

$2,881 Total due at
lease signing
(*plus tax
& license)

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Payments based on 10,000 miles/year. Total due at signing includes Customer down payment,
1st lease payment and may include $595 Acquisition Fee. Available through July 12, 2011.

Located in the Cathedral City Auto Center on Hwy 111 and Perez Road ¢ 67-925 East Palm Canyon
(760) 318-4700 = www.palmsprings.subaru.com

e sl ]

* Automatic

* 4-wheel ABS

® Subaru Boxer engine

* All-Wheel Drive standard

Stock #: 217183
Vin #: BH518761
Model #: BJD

* Automatic

® 4-wheel ABS

* Subaru Boxer engine

* All-Wheel Drive standard

* Most award-winning small SUV

2.5x

Stock #: 217208
Vin #: BH758310
Model #: BFB

Mountain folk

After the recent mid-
year board meeting of the
California Press Association,
President Will Fleet an-
nounced that Becky Clark
(right), former publisher of
the Idyllwild Town Crier, will
serve as first vice president of
the association ...

Celebrating a birthday
this week are Ann Kohler
Castillo and Denise Huntington.

To get a listing in “Mountain folk,” visit www.town-
crier.com, click on “News” in the menu at the top and click
on “Submit a news item,” or stop by and fill out a news
form.

To get your birthday listed, e-mail beth@towncrier.com
or call (951) 659-2145, Ext. 17, with the month and day.

felony convictions against
Cook, including making
criminal threats and taking a

consent.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.

vehicle without the owner’s
-

lasyowela.
- = l c/ ' , . .
Pharmaecy

Saving euIF CenmmuIniyy e 1877

-

Go to www.ldyllwildPharmacy.com
to save with our monthly specials, refill |
prescriptions and find out more about

Yyour neighborhood store.

54391 Village Center Dr.
(951) 659-2135

Gaon
NEIGHEOR
PHARMACY'

Idyllwild Weather

From the National Weather Service

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
777 7/8 7/8 7/9 7/10
75/62 76/62 76/61 76/60 76/60
Slight change | Mostly sunny. Sunny. sunny. Sunny.
of thunder-
storms.

Idyllwild this year
Date High Low M S

Idyllwild last year
High Low M S

6-27 85 43 88 51
6-28 85 55 88 51
6-29 75 51 85 52
6-30 82 42 85 48
7-1 na na 84 51
7-2 94 49 82 46
7-3 89 65 79 49

Snow in inches
To date this season (ldy): 44.9
To date last season (ldy): 35.91
Total last season (Idy):  35.91
To date this season (PC): 36.11 To date this season (PC): 78.50
Total last season (PC):  30.92 Total last season (PC): 72.5

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m.
at the Idyllwild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are
measured by resident George Tate, also at 4 p.m.
Moisture inches include all precipitation such as rain,
melted hail and melted snow.

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at
1-800-427-7623.

Moisture in inches
To date this season (ldy): 29.38
To date last season (ldy): 23.61
Total last season (Idy): 23.61
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Outside Idyllwild

By Bruce Watts

Where are they now? ...

When the Pacific Crest Trail hikers came
through Idyllwild in April and May, they
made quite an impression on the local |/
population, both socially and economically. |
For all those who are wondering where they
are now, | suggest that you check on them online.

The two best places for reading about the PCTers are
pcta.org and trailjournals.com. The two sites offer both
places to publish trail journals and links to hikers who
maintain their own websites.

I spent an enjoyable hour or two last night looking
at some of the journals and reading about the trials and
tribulations of hiking in the high Sierras when winter
snowfall was 165 percent of a normal snow year. All
you have to do is look at a few of the posted photo-
graphs to get an idea what it looks like between 8,000
and 13,000 feet. Jagged peaks surrounded by snow fields
seems to be par for the course throughout the Sierras.

Someone posted one such photograph on my Facebook
page and it showed a road with 12-foot snow banks on
all sides. When the Sierras have a wet year, it makes an
already difficult hike a real physical and emotional chal-
lenge.

Needless to say, the attrition rate is very high this year.
Many hikers simply decided that they had had enough
and left the trail.

Even in a normal year, many hikers decide to get off
the trail because of injuries, exhaustion, money problems,
family issues and emotional stress. Add to those factors
route finding on trails buried by snow fields, extremes of
temperature, snowfall on June 30 and dangerous river and
stream crossing on waterways swollen by heavy snowmelt.
It really is a wonder that there are any hikers making their
way through the Sierras this year.

When | went online looking for journals, 1 only
selected ones that had mid-June or July as a last en-
try. That way, | could see where the hikers were when
they last updated their journals. So, | got to read al-
most all the entries from the Sierras that are posted.

It seems that the hikers tend to go forward in groups
with a safety in numbers approach. This is particularly true

The Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council (FSC) an-
nounced its Safest Homes on the Hill awards last week. In the
photo on the left, FSC Executive Director, Edwina Scott, third
from right, presents a $150 check to Pine Cove homeowner
lan Tober as FSC Project Manager Don Patterson, right,
and Jean Tober look on. Also present for the award, from left,
Fighter/Paramedic Corey Whitaker, Engineer Mike Miller
and Capt. Mark Garcie, representing CALFIRE, and Idyllwild
Fire Department Captain Jim Reyes. In the right photo, Scott
presents a $150 check to Idyllwild homeowner Ron Kelly as

during stream crossings as the hikers form human chains
and move across as a group. When you are fording a swiftly
flowing river that is 40 feet across and hip deep you best
not make a slip if you are alone or it could be a disaster.

The same goes for climbing the infamous passes, such
as Forester Pass at 13,200 feet, which is very steep and
icy. If you have ever done any winter mountaineering,
you can appreciate the fact that there is no margin for
error.

Some of the hikers glissade down the back side of the
passes, which basically means they became a human sled
sliding feet first down a mountain.

Still, other unexpected problems occur like forgetting to
close your mouth and getting a sunburn on your palette
from the reflection off the snow, altitude sickness and the
emotional stress of being in a dangerous situation so far
from rescue.

One hiker mentioned how she was so focused on the
danger that she stopped looking at the incredible scenery
and had to force herself to stop and look around at the
panoramic views.

o

Riverside County Fire Department (RCFD) Capt. Xavier He-
redia, RCFD Engineer and Paramedic John Riley, Idyllwild
Fire Capt. Mike Mulhall, RCFD Firefighter Kevin Reed and
Idyllwild Frefighter Greg Minor.

Photos by J.P. Crumrine and Cid Castillo

-Roby Gray
Construction Co.

General Gontractor
Fine Home Building - Remodels
Decks - Additions - Doors - Windows

[961] 6693307

P.0. Box 3227
Idyllwild, GA 92549
SLB 586585

Est. 1990

Florist in the Forest
A &G

P

a full-service flowershop among the arts ;
(951) 659-4143 4
Mile L laza T é

54395 North Civcle Dr. Suil:e 104

[dyllwild, CA 99549 OPEN EVERYDAY

Native Wildflower & Chaparral Plants!

In-Home Plant Care Available!

JULY9  Tough Turtles through Time
(Featuring Sheldon the box
turtle and Tilly the tortoise)

JULY 23 Beyond Predictions
(Sink or float activities)

JULY 30  Envirothoning

(Hands-on learning stations
of the environment

ative

\ DY\_\_WII.D NATURE CENTER
R. NATURALIST PROGRAM SUMMER 2011
Inquiring minds on the go!

All programs are for ages 7 yrs.-11 yrs.
Programs run 10 a.m.-Noon
Each program is $3 per child

PlantsiforiSale)

“

/

AUG.6  The Nose Knows
(When a scent is worth a
thousand words)
AUG. 20  Budding Botanist
(Get to the Root of it)
AUG. 27  Seeing is Believing

(Learning to look, looking to see)

(951) 659-3850

9/ e

LAST CHANGE TO
HELP SUPPORT

O

IDYLIWILD

MASTER
CHORALE

SUMMER CONCERT PROGRAM
“Meshuggah-Nuns!
The Ecumenical Nunsense”
July 21-24, 7:30 p.m.
Idyllwild School Gymnasium

Place an ad in the program
Rates start as low as $25
Deadline: July 13

Call Grace at 659-2145 to be included
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Celebrating 70 years
Bob and Betty Crimi

Some people have journals
in which to record important
events. Longtime Idyllwild
resident Bob Crimi is one
of these — only his journal
is a ledger. Neat columns of
numbers are his language
of history and, in certain
instances, romance. On May 22, during a celebration at
the Idyllwild Community Church, his ledger told a love
story that began 75 years ago. To
him, the numbers are significant
— and who wants to argue with
aman with 70 years of marriage
amongst his assets?

Robert Paul Crimi met Beat-
rix Anne Hubbard in the sum-
mer of 1936. He was 17; she was a shy and beautiful 14.
Add five years to that date, and numerous letters crossing
the 60 miles separating Encinitas and Riverside, and you
arrive at the morning of May 17, 1941.

Bob and Betty traveled 709 round-trip miles ($3.76
for gas and oil) to a small house in Yuma, Ariz., where,
just after midnight on May 18, they were joined in holy
matrimony. Thus, with Bob’s investment of $7.79 (including
“eats” at $1.03 and a $3 “present” for Betty), they began
a journey that hit the 70-year marker in May 2011. This
does not reflect all the expenses as Betty, who did not keep
a ledger, chipped in for the marriage license, minister’s fee
and motel.

Three children, four grandchildren, ten great-grandchil-
dren and two great-great-grandchildren later, the smiling,
hand-holding couple appear to be fully satisfied with the
return on their investment.

[

Edminston. Helping in the
back is Janice Edminston.
Photo by Cid Castillo

Friday morning, July 1, the Mountain Communities Fire Safe
Council’sWoodiescrew helped prepare the Idyllwild Community £
Center site for this summer’s first summer concert. Whacking
weeds in the foreground are Stacey Grant (front) and Bob
Royer (right). In the background, Ron Perry uses a “weed
whacker on steroids” to clear the heavy areas.

The Mountain Community Patrol (MCP) held its annual
Pancake Breakfast at Town Hall Saturday morning, whichwas
attended by more than 500 hungry residents and visitors. MCP
volunteersseen here at front serving the early morning crowd,
lefttoright, Marilyn Kemple, Annamarie Padula,and John

American Legion Post 800

members, from left, Hal

Carey, Brian McWil-

liams and David Schnal-

zer (not shown), work

% the fire in the post’s “Deep

B¢ Pit” to nothing but solid

- embers before filling the pit
with 600 pounds of pork

J and beef and cooking it

_ | overnight. More than 300

people attended the Ameri-

~ | can Legion Post 800 Fourth

~ of July BBQ on Saturday.

~ Photo by Cid Castillo

Photo by J.P. Crumrine

To all the incredibly caring people who
helped take my husband and me to Eisenhower
emergency on June 28, 2011 (among them rescue
workers, CAL FIRE, the Sheriff’s Deptment, the
Muellers) and everyone else who sacrificed their
time and effort.

Bless you with all our hearts. The hospital
indicated that 24 hours later my husband would
have been dead.

We love and appreciate you all.

Any time you need our supportto INCREASE,
NOT to cut your benefits, we want to help any
way we can.

— J
S |

Carol and Richard Faney

Pine Coue

FREELANCE SPORT FISHING

WILDER CABINS

MOUNTAIN HIGH ESCROW

HOGAN-YOUNG
MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY PATROL

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS AND
SUPPORTERS FOR ANOTHER GREAT
5K AND IOK RACE

SILVER PINES LODGE

GREYT THREADS.COM JACK & GRETCHEN PECKHAM
RAINBOW INN ARF - ANIMALS LIKE TO RUN TOO!
PETE & SUZY CAPPARELLI IDYLLWILD COMMUNITY
IDYLLWILD ARTS ACADEMY ACUPUNCTURE
IDYLLWILD LAND SURVEYING

QUIET CREEK INN
WHITMAN PHYSICAL THERAPY

JANICE FAST
IDYLLWILD INN JUDI WAY - IDYLLWILD PILATES
BOY SCOUT TROUP 508 FAIRWAY MARKET
THE GASTROGNOME HEMET HIGH
A ARG CROSS COUNTRY TEAM
NATURE'S WISDOM THE CREEKHOUSE
SANDLIN & SONS EQUIPMENT MOUNTAIN RESTAURANT
e ARRIBA’S MEXICAN RESTAURANT

MARGE MUIR
CAMP RONALD McDONALD
CHIP SCHELLY

From THE IDYLLWILD RACE COMMITTEE

MOUNTAIN DISASTER
PREPAREDNESS
(MDP)

PO Box 142
Idyliwild, CA 92549-0142
Email: MDPldyliwild@gmail.com

Website: www.mdo-idvilwild.com

SERVING THE SAN JACINTO MOUNTAIN COMMUNITIES OF IDYLLWILD, PINE COVE, AND MOUNTAIN CENTER

When Disaster Strikes, Are You Ready?

%ﬁﬁwmﬁ you

The town of Idyllwild onse again showed its support for
ouwr WMountain Disastor me;b@m}dnadd Fundraiser.
S Idyllwild  residents and some  generous flat
landers " have done in the past, you again gave NV

your support and hard-earned money to ﬁaéf} WP

sontinue to make sur SIUl as ché @ /éadddé/e. T guote
the Town Crior:

'0@? in j@/[m&lnf ”

Veronica Alt, President and The Entire MOP Board
and Fundraising Committee

Mountain Disaster Preparedness
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Community calendar

Clubs

For the Idyllwild Arts &
Entertainment Calendar, see
“On the Town,” on page 10.

Thursday, July 7

+ Idyllwild Business Round-
table, 8 a.m. Bluebird Inn,
Conference Room, 26620 Sad-
dle Dr.

* Town Crier News Meet-
ing, public welcome, 8:30 a.m.
Café Aroma, 54750 North Cir-
cle Dr.

« Women’s Bible Study, 10
a.m.-noon. Chapel in the Pines
Church office, 29430 Hwy. 243,
Mountain Center.

+ Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

+ Lemon Lily Festival Steer-
ing Committee meeting, 1 p.m.
Idyllwild Nature Center, 25225
Hwy. 243.

* Idyllwild Water District
special budget meeting, 5 p.m.
IWD board room, 25945 Hwy.
243.

+ Narcotics ~ Anonymous,
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the
Courtyard Building).

Friday, July 8
* Baby Play Group, 10:30
a.m. Call Debbi Geisinger,

659-8710 or (951) 966-1094.

* Low Income Commodity
Distribution (all ages, low in-
come) & Senior Food Sharing
(anyone over age 60 qualifies),
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Mor-
mon church, 53830 Tollgate
Rd. Bring box for food.

 Alcoholics  Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30
p.m. Idyllwild Community
Presbyterian Church, Manse
Alcove, Fellowship Hall, 54400
North Circle Dr.

* Celebrate Recovery,
Christ-centered 12-Step pro-
gram. BBQ 6-7 p.m.; Open
Share meeting 7-9 p.m. Former
Morning Sky School, 29375
Hwy. 243, Mountain Center.
Child care available. Call 659-
0097 for information.

Saturday, July 9
* Pine Cove Property Own-

ers Association, 9 a.m. Pine
Cove Fire Station, 24919 Mar-
ion Ridge Dr., Pine Cove.

* Thousand Trails Craft
Show & Sell, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Thousand  Trails  Camp-
ground, 24400 Canyon Trail
Drive, Pine Cove.

* High Country Garden
Club, “How to Transform
Your Ornamental Garden to
an Edible Landscape,” talk by
Master Gardener Kathy Swan-
son, 10:30 a.m. Lizzy Anne’s
Garden Center, 56480 Hwy.
371, Anza.

« Stand in Silence Vigil for
Peace, Justice and Nonvio-
lence, noon. Town center. Call

659-2718.
+ Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episco-

pal Church, 25525 Tahquitz
Dr.; 7 p.m. Community Pres-
byterian Church, Fellowship
Hall, 54400 North Circle Dr.
* Raw foods potluck, 5:30
p.m. Nature’s Wisdom 54235
Ridgeview Dr.For information
email u.v.been.trined@gmail.
com or call (951) 375-2050.

Sunday, July 10

¢ Pinyon Pines County
Water District, 9 a.m. Pinyon
Fire Station, 70080 Hwy. 74,
Pinyon.

+ Peace Meditation Prac-
tice, 10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist
Dharma Center, 53191 Moun-
tain View, Pine Cove.

» Teen Group, 10-11:30
a.m. Spiritual Living Center,
Church of Religious Science,
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the
Courtyard Building).

+ Alcoholics Anonymous,
12x12 Book Study closed
meeting, noon. ldyllwild Wa-
ter District, 25945 Hwy. 243;
5 p.m., Rancho Encino Moun-
tain Club, 45915 Orchard
Road, Poppet Flat, across
from CAL FIRE Station 6.

* Al-Anon “Mixed Nuts”
open meeting, 6-7:30 p.m.
Spiritual Living Center, 26120
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard
Building).

Monday, July 11
 Alcoholics  Anonymous
women’s meeting (open), 9
a.m. Call Betty for location

(951) 468-4032.

» Associates of Idyllwild
Arts, 10 a.m. Wilson Class-
room, 52500 Temecula Dr.

 Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon & 7 p.m. St. Hugh’s Epis-
copal Church, 25525 Tahquitz
Dr.

* ldyllwild Community
Meditation, Session |: 5:30-
6:30 p.m.; Session II: 6:45-8
p.m. ldyllwild Yoga Studio.
Call Val at 659-5750 for infor-
mation.

* Pinyon Communities
Council, 7 p.m. Pinyon Fire
Station, 70080 Hwy. 74, Pin-
yon.

Tuesday, July 12

* Mountain Quilters of
Idyllwild, 9:30 a.m. Com-
munity Presbyterian Church,
54400 North Circle Dr.

* Alcoholics Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episco-
pal Church, 25525 Tahquitz
Dr.; AA Open Meeting & Big
Book Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiri-
tual Living Center, Church
of Religious Science, 26120
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard
Building).

* La Leche League, 1 p.m.
Call 659-8321.

* Public hearing before
Riverside County Board of
Supervisors re: Idyllwild His-
toric Preservation Disrict,
1:30 p.m. Board Chambers,
County Administrative Cen-
ter, 4080 Lemon Street, River-
side.

¢ International Healing
Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m.
Shiloh Christian Ministries,
54960 Pine Crest Ave.

» Healthy Lifestyle Class,
5:15 p.m. optional weigh in;
5:30 p.m. health talk by Bren-
da Scherlis. Idyllwild Health
Center, 54910 Pine Crest Ave.

* Idyllwild Fire Protection
District Commission, 6 p.m.
Idyllwild Fire Station, 54160
Maranatha Dr.

o Free Tai Chi Practice
Group, 6-6:45 p.m. Quiet
Creek Inn, 26345 Delano Dr.

* Celebrate Recovery,
Christ-centered 12-Step Study
meeting, 6:30-8 p.m. Former
Morning Sky School, 29375
Hwy. 243, Mountain Center.

Call 659-0097 for informa-
tion.

Wednesday, July 13

* Alcoholics Anonymous, 7
a.m. Shiloh Christian Minis-
tries, 54968 Upper Pine Crest
Ave.; noon. St. Hugh'’s Episco-
pal Church, 25525 Tahquitz
Dr.; 6 p.m., Spiritual Living
Center, women only, 26120
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard
Building).

* Idyllwild Rotary Club,
7:30-9 a.m. American Legion
Post 800, 54360 Marion View
Dr.

* Town Crier News Meet-
ing, public welcome, 8:30 a.m.
Café Aromam 54750 North
Circle Dr.

* Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

* Pine Cove Water District,
10 a.m. PCWD, 24917 Marion
Ridge Rd., Pine Cove is can-
celed this month.

* La Leche League, 10 a.m.
Call 659-8321.

« Community Church
Guild, noon. Church, 54400
North Circle Dr.

* Awareness  Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m. Spirit
Mountain  Retreat, 25661
Oakwood St. Call 659-2523.

* Lemon Lily Festival Vol-
unteer Sign-up and Orienta-
tion Meeting, 6 p.m. Moun-
tain Harvest Market, 54423
Village Center Dr., Strawberry
Creek Square.

* Alzheimer’s  Awareness
eminar, 6 p.m. Community
Presbyterian Church, 54400
North Circle Dr.

* Mountain Disaster Pre-
paredness board meeting,
6-7:30 p.m. Creekstone Inn,
54950 Pine Crest Ave.

e ldyllwild Chamber of
Commerce installation din-
ner, 6 p.m. Jo’An’s Restaurant,
25875 Village Center Dr.

* Anza Municipal Advisory
Concil, 7 p.m. Anza Com-
munity Building, 56630 Hwy.
371, Anza.

» Codependents  Anony-
mous meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spir-
itual Living Center, Church
of Religious Science, 26120
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard
Building).

S/

Lic.# FD 833
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HeEMET VALLEY MORTUARY -

Dignified = Caring = Professional
Family Operated
* Complete Funeral Arrangements and Cremation Services
e Pre-Arrangement Counseling
e Out-Of-Town Arrangements
e Riverside National Cemetery

Finer Service At Lower Cost
403 N. San Jacinto St. (951) 658-4433 « Hemet, Calif. 92543

Matthew & Vicki McWane

= N\
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Women’s Guild

Tricia Zimmerman Klein will speak on her missionary
work in Vienna Austria at the next meeting of the Women'’s
Guild of the Idyllwild Community Presbyterian Church
Wednesday, July 13.

The group meets in the church’s Fellowship Hall, at
noon for lunch, and the speaker follows at 1 p.m. All
women on the Hill are invited.

For more information, call Lina Young at 659-6143.

Heach Over 6M|II|nn Calllormans

..in over 200+ cnmmumw newspapers!

One Order...One easy payment...they’re waiting!

Contact (916) 288-6019; (916) 288-6010
www.Cal-SCAN.com

LUMBER SCREEN DOORS ¢ NAILS

Since 1949
Everything you need for your home or your 2" home

JULY BARGAINS OF THE MONTH
Reg. 14.99
2-Speed Adjustable Tilt Head Fan
+ Compact design (11"x10"x7")

« Wall mountable.
W 534 337 B4 While supplies last.

Tape Rule and Utility
Knife Value Pack
+ 1"x25' tape measure (298 877) Wl
features a wide easy-to-read
blade
« 6" retractable utility knife (129 593) includes three blades

(129 650) includes three blades (129 650)
R 138 136 B8 While supplies last.

Reg. 13.79
32-Gal. Trash Can
+ Secure lid keeps out
pests and rodents
+ Tough injection-molded plastic

withstands the elements
W 138 811 F5 While supplies last.

START RIGHT. START HERE’

FOREST LUMBER Mon.-Sat.
54200 Pine Crest 8a.m.-5 p.m.
659-9691 Fax Sunday

659-2609 9a.m.-1p.m.

WINDOWS ¢ PAINT » TOOLS ¢ SIGNS
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Initial thoughts

Disappointment, now and then ...

Happy Birthday wishes to Ernie Maxwell.
(See photo to right.)

We're only in the middle of celebrating
Ernie Maxwell week. The county Board of

Supervisors has designated the entire week,
from Monday, July 4 through July 10 as Ernie
Maxwell Week.

The Town Crier is very happy and proud that Emax,
our founder, is still revered throughout the county.

Today, I'm resuming control of the column. I'll miss
the vacation that honoring Emax afforded me. And, | have
to acknowledge the many positive comments we received
about his thoughts and ideas.

But an event occurred last week that should be discussed
from a contemporary perspective, although | know Emax
confronted the same situation or context several times in
his own experience.

The county Economic Development Agency told Idyllwild
Community Recreation Council (ICRC) that it is canceling
its recreation contract with the local group.

This will have an effect in our town. | have no doubt
that some will feel it’s personal and | feel badly if any are
hurt. Certainly the well-being of our friends and neighbors
concerns us, whether they are teachers or small busi-
nesses.

But I encourage you to read Marshall Smith'’s story that
elaborates on the county’s decision. Still, you may disagree
and | understand your frustration.

What | want to share is that Idyllwild versus Riverside
County is not new. While recreation may be the issue
today, in the early 1990s it was about water conservation
and new development.

Former Supervisor Kay Ceniceros got involved with the
water districts during a particularly dry spell and strongly
motivated them to develop water plans. In order to con-
vince the locals that these plans were necessary, the county
imposed a moratorium on new Hill construction.

Decades before that, there was a struggle between our
alpine village and urban, noisy, hot, overgrown and traf-
fic-lit Riverside. Emax and the Chamber of Commerce
held many meetings discussing and developing a proposed
zoning ordinance for local development.

The board eventually adopted an ordinance in the late
1950s. Although it was drafted and originated here, its
acceptance was not without dispute and local objection.
If you listen closely, echos of that debate may be heard in
Pine Cove now.

Whether the dispute was 50 years ago or only 20, in
past instances, a local organization — the Chamber of
Commerce or Idyllwild Water District — stepped forward
and accepted responsibility for developing and shepherd-
ing a solution, satisfactory to locals, through the county
channels.

Nearly five years ago, ICRC took possession of the rec-
reation program. They had almost unanimous community
support, but that’s dissipated now. Recreation is not much
different now than in 2005.

It's not the staff’s fault. The ICRC governing board never
seemed to accept its responsibility to the public.

Already another group has been constituted to develop
plans to build a community center. They plan to involve
the community in this effort.

Whether they accept this broader mantle or limit them-
selves to construction of a sorely needed community facility,
we can only wish them well and offer all of our hands to
enable their success.

Regardless of how the future unfolds, I feel confident
of one aspect of this issue. Based on the history of the
Hill that | have read, a unique spirit of community and
volunteers was planted decades ago. Despite droughts and
quakes, it has continued to be nourished and is always
ready to bloom when we most need a beautiful blossom.

Don't forget Friday’s Ernie Maxwell ceremony, 5:30 p.m.
at the Nature Center.

J.P, Editor

Readers
write

Idyllwild a
community

Editor:

“Only in Idyllwild,” we
hear the expression often.
The fine shops and galleries,
and the outstanding restau-
rants make Idyllwild a special
place. The cordial residents
and friendly atmosphere
enhance the quality of life in
this mountain town. Active
community members and
merchants make a concerted
effort to attract the tourist
dollars by organizing and
supporting local activities.

However, the spirit of
Idyllwild is beginning to
be threatened. Graffiti and
tagging is being found in
various locations. Who are
the culprits? Are they lo-
cals or are they outsid-
ers vandalizing areas in
the community? No one
really knows. This must
be dealt with and stopped
before it gets out of hand.

A small group of con-
cerned citizens has already
started a campaign to deal
with the problem. An in-
dividual from the Justice
Department was invited to
facilitate two strategy meet-
ings. He was instrumental in
getting an open conversation
started in the audience.

Many issues and con-
cerns were openly expressed
— gay and lesbian issues,
religious tolerance, concern
for neighbors, a neighbor-
hood watch, getting youth
involved in the community
— to name a few. All of
this was accomplished with a
great deal of understanding.
It's amazing what happens
when people talk with each
other in an atmosphere of
mutual respect.

The concept is to get the
entire community involved
to effect solutions. One sig-
nificant outcome from the
meetings was for neighbors
to start talking to each other.
A sense of community starts
with this simple gesture. An-
other step is having a com-
munity potluck at 6 p.m. July
20, at the Idyllwild School
multi-purpose room. [Editor’s
note: The community dialogue
will continue 6 p.m., July 20.
Unfortunately, a potluck din-
ner will have to be planned for
another day and location.]

It's time for all of the
people of Idyllwild to come
together and find solutions
to the underlying problems

Happy 100, Ernie!

in the community, and bring
back the Idyllwild spirit.

Don Dietz

Pine Cove

Summer Resident

A dissenting vote

Editor:

The Idyllwild Fire Protec-
tion District commissioners
voted 4-1 to approve the first
deficit budget in 46 years.

With another 4-1 vote,
they have approved refinanc-
ing equipment to pay less
now and more over time.

Without a vote, they
approved a new employee
contrary to the California
code that governs the board’s
conduct (see Health and
Safety Code 13861 (d)).

Contrary to the Califor-
nia Constitution, which all
board members swear an
oath to support and defend,
they allowed an employee to
keep extra compensation.
This violates Article 11 Sec-
tion 10 (a) which reads “A
local government body may
not grant extra compensa-
tion or extra allowance to
a public officer, public em-
ployee, or contractor after
service has been rendered or
a contract has been entered
into and performed in whole
or in part, or pay a claim
under an agreement made
without authority of law.”

June’s regularly scheduled
board meeting agenda lacked
the preliminary budget that
is annually due on or before
July 1. According to board
policy, the board president is
to plan the agenda and the
board secretary is to review

budget matters. Neither the
president nor the board
secretary put the budget on
the agenda but they did re-
member to put the proposed
tax increase on the agenda.

A special meeting had
to be called to approve the
deficit budget.

One last note, the tax
increase, if it were to pass,
would not affect this com-
ing budget year because the
board secretary must send
in the request to the county
to put our parcel fee on the
county’s tax bill mailing on
or before the public votes
on Measure G.

The majority of the board
(I assume by 4-1) will ask
for an exemption or exten-
sion on that deadline. After
all, why should these rules
confine them.

Charles Schelly
Commissioner
Idyllwild Fire

Protection District

Liberals are
better

Editor:

Is news so scarce that you
need to cover a half of a
page with a rambling piece
of Glenn Beck boilerplate
larded with inaccuracies,
half-truths and contradic-
tions?

“Liberals have bought
into the idea that people
are fundamentally bad.” |
thought the doctrine of
Original Sin was a funda-
mental tenet of Christianity,
something deeply embraced

See Letters, page 23
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Mr. Funny Guy

by Chris Fisher

ERNIE MAXWELL WAS A CoNSERVATIONIST,
WRITER ; HIKER, CARTOONIST, PUILOSOPHER,
ARTIST..- 1S THERE ANYTUING HE DiIpN'T Do ?

Another point of view

Who needs a
community
center?
Build a park

Editor:

I've worked on some
major developments, both
nonprofit and profit. | have
a keen sense of this neigh-
borhood — who we are and
what most of us want. And,
I’'ve lived in many beautiful
and smartly planned towns,
from Mill Valley to Malibu,
Portland to Palos Verdes.

In each example, the
smart towns have one thing
in common. Either by pur-
chase or donation, a beauti-
ful park is at its center. They
all have community centers,
but right in the middle
of town is a park. Why?
Because everybody benefits
from a park, the businesses,
the kids, the old folks and
the visitors all benefit.

The Idyllwild Commu-
nity Recreation Council
(ICRC) has narrowly fo-
cused on a community
center for years now, the
seniors and teens need more
space, Town Hall is not large

enough. How obscene, to
build a new multi-million
dollar building, with so
many vacant buildings all
over town. Even next to the
library, in the same parking
lot, there is a vacant prop-
erty. What a perfect location
Just rent the space. Save the
money for recreation, give
the seniors and teens space
right now, not in another
five years or more.

I've studied ICRC’s plans
extensively. They are calling
for (direct quotes) a multi-
million dollar world-class
facility, 18,000 square feet,
indoor gym, auditorium,
heated indoor pool, a large
teen center, huge lobby,
exhibit space, classrooms,
parking lot, handicapped
parking lot, etc.

Any developer and civic
planner (unless they have
a personal interest) will tell
you this size facility requires
a full-time population of
15,000 people minimum to
support it.

Has anyone checked the
latest census on the Hill?
And many are actually just
part-timers. The realities of

See View, page 26

Before our time

Fire and forest

By Robert B. Smith

1946: The beginning ... P W".‘

The time has come to speak of Ernest  :
Maxwell. In my reading of Idyllwild’s history, =
he stands among three visionaries from suc- |
cessive generations, each a new arrival here,
who emerge as shapers of the village we know
today.

In 1889, observing the horde of summer
campers attracted to Strawberry Valley after the road from
Hemet became toll-free, George Hannahs perceived a future
beyond logging.

In 1917, Claudius Lee Emerson saw in the struggling
Idyllwild Inn, whose owners seemed more interested in
land sales, a nucleus around which to build a settled com-
munity.

And in 1946, Ernie Maxwell, born of missionary parents
in Kuala Lumpur, artist, teacher, sportsman and activist,
found a natural fit for his talents in a disaster-stricken
village to which war’s end had granted an opportunity to
start anew.

Hannahs and Emerson reshaped Idyllwild as a resort
and a vacation community. Maxwell, as self-appointed
prophet, instructor and cheerleader for both community
development and environmental preservation, solidified
the village’s character.

Maxwell, who identified himself as “Emax,” exerted influ-
ence mainly through two channels. One was the Town Crier,
which became his voice for exhorting the community. The
other was the Chamber of Commerce, which gave voice to
the community in return.

Within a month of launching the newspaper, Emax be-
gan articulating principles to guide the future of the village
and its surrounding forest. Foremost among them were the
intrinsic value of the wilderness and its opportunities for
“true re-creation”; a need to plan and regulate growth; provi-
sion for the younger generation; balancing private property
rights and forest health; “pride in the [mountain] country
and a willingness to share it with others who appreciate
it”; and “community collaboration on common issues.”

His beliefs led Emax to press constantly for water con-
servation and sewage regulation. (Especially frustrating to
him was the existence at that time of not just three, but
six water districts.) He urged “houses adapted to rustic
surroundings.” He pressured the Forest Service to protect
the mountain watershed from uncontrolled logging. He
preached strict planning to avoid becoming “an area of
shooting galleries and hot dog stands.”

When heavy snowfall brightened a slow economy by
attracting weekend crowds, Emax lectured businesses on
the long-term value of treating visitors generously (“This
is not Palm Springs or Sun Valley.”) He beat the drums for
Town Hall, to restore the communal spirit that had once
animated the village.

With publication of the Town Crier in November 1946,
Emax was elected to the Chamber board. The Chamber
at the time was rethinking its role in the face of postwar
change. Its first move was to form a planning commission
“to resist greedy development,” and it quickly became a
substitute for local government, addressing big issues like
sanitation, zoning and preserving ldyllwild’s rustic charac-
ter.

See Time, page 26

STUMP

GRINDING

Dave Sandlin
(951) 659-3528

APN & CSA CERTIFIED
52390 Laurel Trail
P.O.Box 276
Idyliwild, CA. 92549
Cell (760) 887-6087
Home (951) 659-0444

www.notarydawnmiller.com
info@notarydawnmiller.com

N atﬂm7 Dawn R. Miller.
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Commission # 1885314

By Mike Esnard, Mountain Communities Fire Safe
Council president

Our vision and mission ...

A grantor recently asked us for our strate- |
gic plan. Since we have never done a formal |
strategic plan, we decided this was a good
time to go through the process and create
a useful one (i.e., one that does not sit on
the shelf).

We decided to work on the plan this summer and fall.
The first part of the process was to review our vision and
mission statements, which our board and staff did last
week at the Nature Center.

Our vision statement, which expresses our ideal fu-
ture, or our ultimate goal, came rather easily — “Fire
Safe Communities in a Healthy Forest” We want all the
communities in or near the San Jacintos to be safe from
wildfire, and we want the surrounding ecosystems to
thrive.

The point here is that we can only be safe if the forest
is healthy. Overgrown, overstocked forests will always pose
a fire threat to the communities within or near them.
Aside from the fact that we love the beauty of the forest,
we need to keep it healthy to keep ourselves safe.

Fire safety and forest health are inextricably linked.
This is why we are such strong supporters of fuel reduc-
tion projects carried out by the Forest Service and CAL
FIRE.

Our mission statement was more work: “Educate and
motivate our community members of their individual
responsibilities to become fire safe through awareness,
advocacy and actions.” We believe we have a unique mis-
sion as residents to convince other residents and property
owners that fire safety requires that we all take respon-
sibility for our properties. Community fire safety cannot
be left to the fire agencies because, despite their skill and
dedication, they don’t have the resources to immediately
suppress every fire.

In our meeting, we told stories of our own learning
on this subject. Most of us came from cities or suburbs
where the fire threat was not great and something to which
we gave little thought. We were in the habit of assuming

See Forest, page 26

NOW HIRING FOR NEW RECREATION PROGRAM
The County of Riverside is in the process of taking over the
day-to-day management of the community recreation pro-
gram in Idyllwild starting on Aug. 1, 2011. As we transition
the recreation program over to direct County management
we will be hiring three new “temporary” employees to ac-
complish this task. These staff members will be responsible
for assessing the needs of the community, developing new
programs and services, and updating current facilities and
acquiring new facilities as needed. Once the transition is
completed (December 2011) the County will then recruit
permanent employees (with medical, dental, vision, and re-
tirement benefits) to manage the new recreation program.
The permanent positions will be open to all qualified ap-
plicants with special attention given to those who helped
during the transition period.

Position #1: Recreation Manager, formerly Town Hall Di-
rector, will be responsible for general admin-
istration and will oversee all programs and
activities. This position will also supervise all
staff, volunteers, and contract instructors.

Position #2: Assistant Recreation Manager for Facilities,
Accounting, Policies, and Excursions

Position #3: Assistant Recreation Manager for Programs,
Sports, Activities, and Hobbies.
For further information regarding these open positions
please go to the Riverside County website:
Hittp://www.countyofriverside.us/

and select “Human Resources” and then “Job Openings”
Postings available after 7/7/2011.
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Fire commission accepts union language

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

In a special meeting, the
Idyllwild Fire Protection
District (IFPD) commis-
sion adopted changes to
the District’s contract with
Idyllwild Career Firefight-
ers Association (ICFA). The
amendments for fiscal year
2011-2012 budget are ex-
pected to reduce the agency’s
salary and benefits costs
almost $37,000, according
to Commissioner Ben Kill-
ingsworth.

Nevertheless, the pre-
liminary budget adopted last
week still has a deficit greater
than $30,000 despite these
savings.

The vote to accept the
agreement with ICFA was
3-1. Commissioner Jeanine
Charles-Stigall was the lone
dissenting vote and Com-
missioner Dr. Charles “Chip”
Schelly was absent.

While the commission-
ers and ICFA seemed in
agreement over the financial
changes for this year, the
employee group wanted to
extend the current contract,
including the revocation of
contributing to their own
retirement, one more year
to June 30, 2014.

In return for concurring
with the contract extension,

Lodging
Directory of Idyllwild

the commission did not
receive any new modifica-
tions. While the commission
had previously objected to
the extension, there was no
discussion of why they now
concurred.

When asked why the
commission did not receive
anything in return for the
extension and why benefits
for new employees were
not addressed, as they have
been in many recent contract
negotiations throughout the
state, Commissioner Ben
Killingsworth responded, “I
don’t think either of your
questions requires or de-
serves an answer. The action
taken was legal, done as part
of “good faith” negotiations,
and that’s all you should be
concerned about.

“l don't know what more
you need to know other
than the fact that the nego-
tiations with 1CFA resulted
in the changes to their Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MOU), including extend-
ing it for one year, that were
acted upon at our last meet-
ing,” Killingsworth added
later. “As for extending the
MOU for an additional
year, it guarantees nothing
for either side — it is still
open for negotiation every
year during the life of the
contract, as circumstances

dictate. In fact, the MOU
states that in no uncertain
terms. One of the keys to
a successful negotiation is
to avoid arriving at an im-
passe, which, if it occurs, can
result in a long drawn-out
and potentially expensive
process.”

Future negotiations are
dependent upon both sides
agreeing to negotiate. IFPD
cannot force the ICFA to ne-
gotiate before the contract’s
expiration.

The estimated $37,000
savings comes from the pro-
visions below, which only
apply to this fiscal year 2011-
12 (beginning July 1 and
expiring midnight, June 30,
2012):

A one-year freeze of the
annual raise ($2,400 each)

for captains and engineers;

¢ A freeze in the cafeteria
benefits program for one
year;

* Employees pay 2 per-
cent of employee retirement
COsts.

In addition, the commis-
sion agreed to continue pay-
ing an annual cost-of-living
adjustment, which is men-
tioned in the agreement’s
exhibit, but not included
in the body of the con-
tract agreement. In June, the
U.S. Department of Labor’s
Bureau of Labor Statistics
reported that the Los Angles-
Riverside consumer price
index grew 3.1 percent from
May 2010 to May 2011.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.

Library Summer Reading Program

The Idyllwild Public Library is sponsoring its Sum-
mer Reading Program with the theme, “One World,
Many Stories.” Registration is open to children and
teens. Prizes will be awarded for books read by the
completion of the program.

As part of the program, there will be a special
storytime that reflects the “One World, Many Stories”
theme at 1 p.m. Saturday, July 9 on the library deck.
The free event will feature crafts, stories, music and

performers.

In addition, the library’s regular Children’s Story-
time will continue through the summer at 10 a.m.
every Monday (except holidays).

The Fireside Inn & Cabins ¢ Fireplaces,
TVI/DVD players, pets welcome » 1-877-797-3473
54540 North Circle Dr. « www.thefireside-inn.com

Alhatti Private Christian Resort

A private Christian setting « Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 « (951) 659-2066 « www.alhatti.com

Idyllwild Vacation Cabins
Private Vacation Cabins ¢ Secluded ¢ Hot Tubs ¢ (951) 659-5444
www.idyllwildvacationcabins.com e vacationcabins@live.com

The Bluebird Cottage Inn

on 3 ac. « www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com ¢ Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243  (951) 659-2696

Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals
Top Rated ¢ Views ¢ Creek ¢ Pets « Spas ¢ Fireplaces « Clean!
26345 Delano Dr. « www.quietcreekinn.com ¢ 800-450-6110

Edelweiss Lodge - www.1cabin4u.com
Romantic cabins ¢ Kitchens ¢ Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

Wilder Cabins - on Strawberry Creek
Kitchens ¢ Cable Transportation to Trailheads ¢ Pets Welcome
54550 So. Circle Dr. « 659-2926 « www.wildercabins.com
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Check out our Lodging Directory
Website at www.towncrier.com

Mercy Air helicopter lifts off from Astro Camp with an
Idyllwild resident who suffered a heart attack on \Wednes-
day, June 29. Idyllwild Fire Department and Pine Cove
Engine 23 responded to the call. The resident was trans-
ported to Eisenhower Medical Center in Palm Desert

Photo by Cid Castillo

Churches Spiritual
Centers Directory
y of Idyllwild

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fellowship
Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer.
* Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 10am
plus Weekly Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038.
On Hwy 243 at Morning Sky School in Mountain Center.

——

Christian Science Church
+ 25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school,
10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m.
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to
the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

+ Community Presbyterian Church
54400 N. Circle Dr. 659-2935 ¢ Rev. Richard Olson

Sunday Worship — 9:30 a.m.
Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~ |

J ChiId care available » Wednesday: Men's Breakfast — 6:15 a.m. + |
[dyllwild Bible Church

25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott.
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship.
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.
+ Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday +
Call Church Office for Information. 659-4775

. Queen of Angels Roman Catholic Church

54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA
Father Charles E. Miller
+ Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.; +
Sat. 4 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m,;
Confession: Sat. 3:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

[« e e
Spiritual Living Center A
Idyllwild Religious Science
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard Building) 659-3464.
Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday service, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.;
Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays.

——

Shiloh Christian Ministries

~ FULL GOSPEL ~
54968 Upper Pine Crest
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416
Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm
+ International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild
First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561
Zen Buddbhist Retreat Center & Monastery
* Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi. +
SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch. Meditation
instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info. www.zmc.org
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Idyllwild Water adopts
2011-12 budget

Balanced and no rate increase

By J.P.Crumrine
Editor

Hours before the 2010-11
fiscal year ended, the Idyllwild
Water District (IWD) ad-
opted its 2011-12 budgets.
The financial committee,
composed of Directors Jim
Billman and John Clark and
Auditor and Controller Jim
Ludy, presented a balanced
budget consistent with the
board’s decision to maintain
water and sewer rates at the
current levels for another
year.

Total expenses for the wa-
ter program are projected to
be slightly more than $1 mil-
lion. Total revenues, including
water sales and property
taxes, will be about $100,000
greater than projected costs.

Operating revenues
($831,000), primarily from
water sales, continue to be
less than the district’s op-
erating costs for the water
program, but nonoperating
revenue ($316,000), prop-
erty taxes, standby fees and
interest, will help IWD eke
out a year-end net income
of $84,000.

The 2011-12 water budget
is about $27,000 less than
this year’s projected actual
water expenditures, accord-

ing to Ludy. Decreases in
water treatment, general and
administrative expenses and
depreciation are the principal
changes.

The sewer program’s total
revenues are estimated to ex-
ceed $440,000, approximately
$25,000 more than the sewer
program expenses.

The sewer budget de-
clines about $6,000. The two
principal reductions are the
falling depreciation for the
underground sewer pipes
and professional engineering
services. IWD anticipates it
will receive a state grant to
continue the planning for the
recycled water facility.

Budget Committee mem-
ber Cook reaffirmed his view
that IWD needs to develop
a long-term financial plan.
President Allan Morphett
confirmed that the district
would organize and conduct
a workshop in the fall to
complete this step.

Before the board voted to
adopt the budget, Morphett
said, “It's a good budget,
although it's only a projec-
tion.”

The vote to approve the
water and sewer budgets was
unanimous, 5-0.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.com.

July 20 community meeting

On Wednesday, July 20,

an additional Community

Dialogue meeting to discuss issues of tolerance in the
community will not be a potluck as previously announced.
The meeting is scheduled at 6:30 p.m. at Idyllwild School’s

multipurpose room.

The most popular attraction at the Grand Opening of The
Market at Pine Cove on July 1 was the price of gas, as seen here

by the line of cars waiting to fill up.

Then you may be eligible to file a lawsuit
against the drug’s manufacturer,

On June 15,2011, the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration warned the public that use
of the diabetes drug Actos pioglitazone)
for more than a year may be associated
with an increased risk of bladder cancer.

Contact us immediately if you have been
afflicted in this way, as there are time limits
regarding your ability to file a claim.

Weitz & Luxenberg can help you
understand your legal options. We are one
of America’s largest trial law and products
liability law firms representing injured per-

If you, or a loved one, has developed

BLADDER CANCER

After taking the Type 2 Diabetes medication

ACTOS" [/

sons with billions of
dollars in total ver-
dicts and settiements,
and are committed to
represent your inter- .
ests aggressively and professionally. Our
leadership experience in such national litiga-
tions as asbestos injuries, defective medical
products and medicines, environmental toxic
torts and others has given thousands of
clients the confidence to entrust us with their
most serious legal issues.

For a free consultation please call us

today at 1-888-411-LAWS (5297},

) ASBESTOS + DRUGS/MEDICAL DEVICES + ENVIRONMENTAL - NEGLIGENCE

700 BROADWAY  NEW YORK, NY 10003
BRANCH OFFICES INNEW JERSEY, CALIFORNIA & COLORADO

1.888.41 1.LAWS » www.weitzlux.com

.§ We are also investigating
DEPUY ASR™ HIP INJURIES &
FOSAMAX FEMUR FRACTURES
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Photos by Cid Castillo Emily Pearson, right, during the market’s grand opening.

IDYLLWILD WATER DISTRICT
JULY 2011 NEWSLETTER

IWD Mission Statement -
1o provide reliable water & sewer service in a safe, cost-effective &
environmentally sound manner in accordance with the community needs.

IWD REVIEWS RATE INCREASES — Last year, IWD Board members
approved a five-year, 6% water & sewer rate increases. Each year on July Ist,
the Board reviews the budget and determines if an increase is necessary. This
year, the Board members reviewed the rate increases along with our Mission
Statement. A decision, based on community needs since we are still in an
economic downtime, was not to allow the 6% rate increases for this year. The
General Manager and the employees support the board’s decision. As employees,
we understand the value of providing good service to our customers and the
decision meets the District’s goals and mission statement.

IWD ANNUAL WATER QUALITY REPORT (WQR) — We recently
mailed an annual copy of the WQRs to our water customers. We hope you are
now better informed regarding the quality of water we deliver to your taps.
IWD’s Annual Water Quality Report demonstrates our dedication to providing
safe and reliable service to our customers by monitoring and protecting our
precious water resources. The district pumps all of its source water from wells.
These wells draw water from depths down to 900 feet. We currently operate
three water treatment plants at Foster Lake and in the Fern Valley area. We will
construct our latest Oakwood well treatment plant. These water treatment plants
help us to maintain and provide you the highest quality of water. The results
from compiling our water test samples in our WQR are in compliance with the
State and Federal Drinking Water Standards. If you have any questions, please
call the office at 951-659-2143 and ask for the General Manager.

WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM — We notice, and appreciate, all
the efforts by our customers to conserve water. We are seeking other water
conservation rebate programs to reward your efforts to conserve. We offer
rebates for installing water-efficient fixtures and appliances. Please call the
office to inquire about the qualifications.

OUR NEXT BOARD MEETING WILL BE ON JULY 19TH AT 7:00 PM

The Marketat Pine Cove owner Shane Stewartis flanked by his
mother, Christina Stewart, left, along with son Hunter, and
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On the Town

Local Dining, Arts & Entertainment

Arts & Entertainment Calen-
dar listings are at the discretion
of the editor. Submittal forms can
be picked up at the Town Crier.

Thursday, July 7

Barnaby Finch, Jazz Grass, 6-9
p.m. Café Aroma.

Idyllwild  Summer Concert
Series: HotFlash, 6:15 p.m,
Bohemio (Santana tribute),
7 p.m. ldyllwild Community
Center site.

Wii games for all ages, 7-8:30
p.m.Town Hall.

“Cars 2,” 7 p.m. Rustic Theatre.

Friday, July 8

Ernie Maxwell Trail Memorial
Hike, 10 am. Meet at tralil
entrance in Humber Park

Mary Carroll on keyboard, 5-8
p.m.Jo'An’s Restaurant.

Ernie Maxwell Centennial Cel-
ebration, potluck & pre-
sentation of Ernie Maxwell
Community Spirit Award,
530 pm. ldyliwild Nature
Center

Willy B., 5:30-8:30 p.m. Arriba
Mexican restaurant.

Live music, 6-8 p.m. Mile High
Cafe.

Live music, 6-9 pm. Lumber
Mill.

Greg Jones Band, 6-9 p.m. Café
Aroma.

Arts & Entertainment Caleng_lgr
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Author James Brown reads to diners at Café Aroma from
his new book “This River” as Idyllwild Authors Series creator
Eduardo Santiago, background center, and Aroma Manager
Frank Ferro listen in. The event, held June 30, was a joint
undertaking coordinated by Café Aroma and B’s Mountain of
Books. Photo by Cid Castillo

Hojo & the Halfnotes, 6-9 p.m.
The Creek House.

Cars 2,” 7 p.m. Rustic Theatre.

Isis Theatre Company presents:
“Our Town,” by Thornton

Firing: Nathan Youngblood,
Santa Clara, 8 am. Kennedy
Kiln Yard, Idyllwild Arts.
David Jerome, 9 am.-noon; Bill
Saitta, 6-9 p.m. Café Aroma.

Wilder, 7 pm. reception; Jjunior Naturalist —Program:
730 pm. curtain. Caine “Tough Turtles Through
Learning Center. Time,” 10  am.-noon.

Idyllwild Nature Center.
“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-
torical Exhibit, 11 am.-4 p.m.

Saturday, July 9
Native American Arts Pottery

Idyllwild Area Historical Mu-
seum.

Willy B., noon-3 p.m. Good-
times Pub & Grill.

Skeleton Crew, noon-3 p.m,
Sandii Castleberry, 5:30-
8:30 p.m. Arriba Mexican
Restaurant.

ArtAlliance of Idyllwild: Incred-
ible Audible & Studio Tour,
noon-5 p.m. Member galler-
ies; get map atVillage Centre
Gazebo.

Special Children’s Storytime,
“One World, Many Stories,”
with crafts, stories, mu-
sic and performers, 1 p.m.
Idyllwild Library.

Live music, 1-5 p.m.; Karaoke
with Kathy, 7-11 p.m.Jo’An’s
Restaurant..

Cars 2" 2,4:30 & 7 p.m. Rustic
Theatre.

Artists’ Reception: Plein Air
Artist Paul Strahm & ce-
ramicists Leslie Thompson,
4-7 p.m. Quiet Creek Living
Room Gallery.

Live music, 6-8 p.m. Mile High
Cafe.

David Jerome, 6-9 pm. The
Creek House.

Live music, 6-9 p.m. Lumber
Mill.

Isis Theatre Company presents:
“Our Town,” by Thornton
Wilder, 7 p.m. reception;

AttheJune30 Id);llwild Rotary meeting Terry Richardson (left)

T

receivesthe*“2011 Ultimate Volunteer Award” from Fourth of July

Parade Chairman Bob Parrish.

730 pm. curtain. Caine

Learning Center.

Sunday, July 10
Ernesto Ale, 9 am.-noon; Des-
ert Rose, 6-9 pm. Café
Aroma.
“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-

torical Exhibit, 11 am.-4 p.m.

Idyliwild Area Historical Mu-
seum.

David Jerome, noon-3 p.m. Ar-
riba Mexican Restaurant.
Live music, 1-3 p.m. Lumber

Mill.
Jerome Robinson,
Jo’An’s Restaurant.
Idyllwild Authors Series pres-
ents: Noel Alumit, “Talking

1-5 pm.

Photo by Steve Espinosa

to the Moon” 2 p.m. B’s
Mountain of Books.

Cars 2, 2,4:30 & 7 pm. Rustic
Theatre.

Native Arts Week, 10 short
films, 6:30 p.m. Krone Li-
brary, Idyllwild Arts.

Isis Theatre Company presents:
“Our Town,” by Thornton
Wilder, 7 p.m. reception;
730 pm. curtain. Caine
Learning Center.

Monday, July 11
Children’s Storytime, 10:30 am.
Idyllwild Library.
Robin Adler & Mutts of the
Planet, 6-9 p.m. Café Aroma.
See A&E, page 12

Breakfast Served 7am — Noonh Weekdays
7am -11:30am Weekends

Check Ouf Our
Coming

Beef or pulled BBQ Pork sandwich with
Jo’An’s own BBQ sauce.

Mary Carroll on key

Saturday - Live

Dinner under fhe Sfars in the
Beer Garden with live Music for
your listening pleasure.

Try our signhature 1/2-Ib Fresh Ground
Peppercorn Burger and our pulled BBQ

Live Entert

Idyllwild

Trousand Txails -

America’s Finest Family Camping & RV Resort

Crafts Show & Sell

Daily Specials
Soon:

faihment:

Karaoke with Kathy Saturday Night
(n the Beer Garden:

Sunday - Live Entertainment

board Friday Night

Entertainment
wonderful preserve!

Thousand Trails, a full-service RV Resort,
located at 24400 Canyon Trail in Pine Cove, opened
to nonmembers effective Feb. 1, 2010. Doing so has
created opportunities for all Idyllwild and Pine Cove
residents to rent a table at our WEEKLY vendor craft
tables for show and sell. The Show & Sell will be from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Saturday. Please contact Pam
Piner, Recreation Director, at (951) 659-0698 for further
details. This is a first come, first served basis so call
ahead to reserve your table. We are looking forward to
meeting all of you and to see your crafts and talents.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Looking forward to seeing you here at our

Frida

ldg”wild’s Classic Creekside
Dinner House
Steaks*Seafood*Salad Bar*Cocktails
659-0686
Dinner Thursclag ~ Sunclag
HaPP9 Hour until 5:30 p-m.
54905 No. Circle Dr.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

uly 8, 6-9
Hojo & the Halfnotes

Saturday, July 9, 6-9 p.m.:

David Jerome




