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By Sally Hedberg
Correspondent

Idyllwild audiences will 
have the opportunity to 
hear one of the foremost 

Native American musicians, 
and concert and fi lm com-
posers of the 21st Century. 
The National Endowment 
for the Arts named Brent 
Michael Davids one of the 
29 pre-eminent American 
choral composers for its na-
tional “American Masterpiece: 
Three Centuries of American 
Artistic Genius,” along with 
notables Leonard Bernstein, 
Stephen Foster and Chen 
Yi.
 Davids will perform his 
own compositions as part 
of the Native Arts Week at 
the Idyllwild Arts Summer 

Composer Brent Michael Davids 
to perform at Idyllwild Arts

Program. It’s the fi rst time 
this famed fl autist has been 
to Idyllwild. He’s a member 
of the Stockbridge Mohican 
Nation of American Indians 
and fuses his indigenous 
musical traditions with clas-
sical music. 
 Davids, whose Mohican 
name is Blue Butterfl y, will 
share his music with the 
public July 15. First on 
the program is a string 
quartet playing the “Last 
of the Mohicans” musical 

score to the backdrop of 
a 20-minute film version. 
Davids explained there have 
been numerous fi lms made 
based on James Fennimore 
Cooper’s famous book, but 
the 1920s movie starring 
Wallace Berry is the only 
one recognized by the Li-
brary of Congress as the 
most faithful to the story. 
 Turning the tables, Da-
vids wrote the story and 
music for “The Last of James 
Fennimore Cooper.” His 
main character is J.F. Cooper 
who meets a Snow Monster 
from an old Mohican tale. 
This entertaining spoof is 
performed by the string 
quartet with Blue Butterfl y 
as the narrator.
 This past week, he worked

See Davids, page 13

Top, Laurie Maxwell, Ernie 
Maxwell’s niece, presents the 
Mountain communities Fire 
Safe Council’s Woodies with the 
fi rst Ernie Maxwell Community 
Spirit Award. Left, Mary Ann E. 
Miller converses with Kay and 
Blair Ceniceros, two of the Fire 
Safe Council’s original found-
ers, who returned to Idyllwild 
for the Friday event.   

Photos by Cid Castillo

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

On Thursday, July 7, 
Gov. Jerry Brown 
signed legislation 

imposing a $150 annual fi re 
protection fee on private 
property owners within 
State Responsibility Areas 
(SRAs), including the Hill.
 Implementation of the 
fee will begin this fall and 
state offi cials expect to col-
lect $50 million this fi scal 
year (July 2011-June 2012) 
and eventually $200 million 
annually.
 Opposition to the bill 
exists. In his signing letter, 
the governor acknowledged 

New state 
fi re fee

the precarious nature of the 
fee’s longevity.
 “A fee consistent with the 
‘benefi ciary pays principle,’ 
such as the one intended 
in this bill, can achieve 
significant general fund 
savings,” he wrote on July 
7. “However as currently 
drafted, the revenues may 
not materialize.”
 Throughout the state, 
local fi re districts have ob-
jected to the imposition 
of a fee on properties that 
are within their jurisdic-
tions. Although Idyllwild 
Fire Commissioner Ben Kill-
ingsworth wrote two weeks 
ago that CAL FIRE should 

See Fire Fee, page 4

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Options for obtaining 
new homeowners 
insurance policies 

in Idyllwild appear to be 
shrinking, with State Farm’s 
apparent decision to limit 
its risk and not write new 
policies here and some other 
mountain areas. Although 
State Farm will continue 
to insure existing policy-
holders in Idyllwild, and 
will consider writing new 
policies for a second home 
of an existing policyholder 
who has been insured with 
State Farm for at least a 
year, it is choosing to limit 
its exposure by not writing 
new policies.
 “State Farm has not been 

writing new policies here 
for at least two months,” 
said Idyllwild Realty’s Steve 
Taylor. “I understand they 
may write again when their 
ratios improve.” Although 
not willing to be quoted, 
several State Farms agents 
verifi ed that information. 
 A State Farm public af-
fairs spokesperson said she 
was not aware that company 
policy had changed, and 
suggested policies could still 
be written on a case-by-case 
basis. She emphasized that 
it is always an underwriting 
decision about where the 
company does business.
 Withdrawing from a 
market is not the same as 
redlining, a practice of dis-
criminatory refusals to write 

See Options, page 8

Fire insurance 
options shrink

Brent Michael Davids
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$287
$1,999 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 287 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $2,881 Total due at 
lease signing 
(*plus tax 
& license)

PER MONTH LEASE/
36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT

Stock #: 217208
Vin #: BH758310

Model #: BFB

• Automatic
• 4-wheel ABS
• Subaru Boxer engine
• All-Wheel Drive standard
• Most award-winning small SUV

2011 SUBARU

FORESTER
              2.5x

2011 SUBARU

OUTBACK
            2.5i Premium Package

Stock #: 217141
Vin #: B33999911

Model #: BDD

• All-Wheel Drive standard
• 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
• 6 standard airbags
• 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
• All-weather package

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Payments based on 10,000 miles/year. Total due at signing includes Customer down payment, 
1st lease payment and may include $595 Acquisition Fee. Available through July 31, 2011.

Located in the Cathedral City Auto Center on Hwy 111 and Perez Road • 67-925 East Palm Canyon
(760) 318-4700  •  www.palmsprings.subaru.com

PER MONTH LEASE
36 MONTHS / 10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT

$299
$2,899 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 299 1st Mo. Lease 

Payment

 $3,793 Total due at 
lease signing 
(*plus tax & 
license)

We’re Here For You Idyllwild!

$184
$1,999 Down Payment
 0 Security Deposit
 595 Acquisition Fee
 256 1st Mo. Lease Payment

 $2,850 Total due at 
lease signing 
(*plus tax & license)

PER MONTH LEASE/
36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT

 256 1st Mo. Lease Payment

(*plus tax & license)

PER MONTH LEASE/
36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT

Stock #: 217183
Vin #: BH518761

Model #: BJD

• Automatic
• 4-wheel ABS
• Subaru Boxer engine
• All-Wheel Drive standard

2011 SUBARU

IMPREZA              
2.5i Premium Package

Idyllwild Weather
From the National Weather Service

 Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
 7/14 7/15 7/16 7/17 7/18

74/49
Sunny.

74/50
Sunny.

78/55
Sunny.

86/61
Sunny.

92/65
Mostly sunny 
with a slight 

chance of 
thunder-
storms.

Terry Griner
General Building & Engineering Contractor

License# 530771 A&B

P.O. Box 1692 - Idyllwild, CA 92549

951-659-5660 Offi ce      951-659-0053 Fax

GRINER CONSTRUCTIONI

 Idyllwild this year Idyllwild last year
Date High Low M S High Low M S
7-4 86 65    79 45        
7-5 84 61    79 51   
7-6 83 60 .5  77  47  
7-7 84 57   82 49  
7-8 na na   86 54  
7-9 83 66   89 57   
7-10 na na   88 61 
 Moisture in inches Snow in inches
To date this season (Idy): .51 To date this sea son (Idy): 0
To date last season (Idy): 0 To date last season (Idy): 0
Total last season (Idy): 29.38 Total last season (Idy): 44.9
To date this season (PC): 0 To date this season (PC): 0
Total last season (PC): 36.11 Total last season (PC): 78.5

  TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and 
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m. 
at the Idyll wild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are 
measured by resident George Tate, also at 4 p.m. 
Moisture inches include all precipitation such as rain, 
melted hail and melted snow.
 Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill road 
conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet at http://
www.towncrier.com or call Caltrans road update at 
1-800-427-7623.

By Marshall Smith 
Staff Reporter

 On July 1, the Idyllwild 
Town Crier launched a 
new website designed to 
be “what you’d expect of 
a news source in the 21st 
century,” said Production 
Manager Halie Johnson 
who spearheaded and over-
saw the launch.
 “We wanted to make 
our content more interac-
tive, easier to search ar-
chives, compatible with 
social media and generally 

Town Crier launches new website
more user-friendly,” John-
son said.
 Johnson said new fea-
tures include readers’ ability 
to comment and dialogue 
on stories and local issues, 
fi nd all “On the Town” ar-
ticles without having a sub-
scription, and the posting of 
news as it happens, more 
like a daily newspaper. 
 The free access to “On 
the Town” is designed to 
give off-Hill site visitors 
access to upcoming enter-
tainment news. Also new is 
a “Weekender” e-blast sent 

Fire log

Hill fire stations re-
sponded to the following 
calls, Monday to Sunday, 
July 4 to 10, 2011:

Idyllwild Fire Depart-
ment and Ambulance
 July 5 — Medical aid, 
Highway 243, Pine Cove.
 July 5 — Medical aid, 
Saunders Meadow Road, 
Idyllwild.
 July 6 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.
 July 6 — Medical aid, 
Delano Drive, Idyllwild.
 July 6 — Medical aid, 
Highway 243, Idyllwild.
 July 6 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.
 July 7 — Medical aid, 
Highway 243, Idyllwild.
 July 7 — Medical aid, 
Highway 243, Pine Cove.
 July 8 — Medical aid, 
Silver Fir, Idyllwild.
 July 8 — Dispatched 
and canceled en route, 

News of record
Riverside County Fire, 
Garner Valley

July 5 — Medical aid, 
59000 block of  Morris 
Ranch Road, Garner Val-
ley.
 July 6 — Vegetation fi re, 
36000 of Woodview Road, 
Garner Valley.
 July 6 — Refuse fire, 
61000 block of  Chalet 
Road, Garner Valley.
 July 9 — Medical aid, 
23000 block of Highway 
243, Idyllwild.
 July 9 — Medical aid, 
58000 block of Highway 
74, Garner Valley.
 July 9 — Vegetation fi re, 
52000 block of Highway 
371, Anza.
 July 10 — Traffi c colli-
sion, 56000 block of High-
way 74, Garner Valley.
    
Riverside County Fire, 
Pinyon
 July 4 — Medical aid.
 July 6 — Fire.
 July 9 — Medical aid.

Marion Ridge Drive, Pine 
Cove.
 July 9 — Medical aid, 
Highway 243, Pine Cove.
 July 10 — Medical aid, 
Canyon Trail, Idyllwild.
 Ju l y  1 0  —  Medica l 
a id , Idy l lbrook Dr ive , 
Idyllwild.
 July 10 — Walk-in med-
ical aid.
 July 10 — Special inci-
dent, Middle Ridge Drive, 
Idyllwild.

Riverside County Fire, 
Pine Cove
 July 5 — Medical aid, 
Highway 243, Pine Cove.
 July 6 — Medical aid, 
Highway 243, Pine Cove.
 July 7 — Medical aid, 
Highway 243, Pine Cove.
 July 8 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.
 July 9 — Traffi c colli-
sion, highways 243 and 74, 
Mountain Center.
 July 9 — Medical aid, 
Highway 243, Pine Cove.

out to anyone who signs up 
on the site. The “Weekend-
er”, e-mailed Wednesdays, 
will preview entertainment 
events in Idyllwild for the 
coming weekend. 
 Johnson designed the 
site to be clean and easy 
to navigate. Pay a visit at 
www.idyllwildtowncrier.
com. Online subscribers 
have complete access to 
all content and full archive 
search privileges.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.
 

Check it out: www.idyllwildtowncrier.com
You won’t be disappointed.

 There are 30,000 veterans returning to California 
every year from deployments around the globe. Most 
return to a state with few job prospects, a diffi cult hous-
ing market, and to families that haven’t seen them in a 
year or more. This transition is often very diffi cult for 
veterans. Many face signifi cant personal, fi nancial, and 
health challenges and most are uncertain about how or 
where to get the help they need to successfully move 
forward. 
 Operation Welcome Home is a program of the 

California Department of Veterans Affairs that contacts 
returning veterans, assesses their needs, and connects 
them with the employment, education, housing and 
health benefi ts they have earned. Operation Welcome 
Home refers veterans to existing federal, state, and 
county service providers and helps the veteran navigate 
the complicated and frustrating VA benefi ts system. 
 For more information about Operation Welcome 
Home, contact Dan Nelan at (916) 826-5681 or Daniel.
nelan@cdva.ca.gov.

Welcome help for veterans

CHP log

 Log unavailable.
    
Sheriff’s log

 Log unavailable.
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OPTOMETRY

(951) 659-2020 • fax: (951) 659-3811
idyllwildeyecare.com
54425 North Circle Drive, Suite #1-2
HOURS: Monday 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.;
Wednesday 10 a.m. - noon; 
Friday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Saturday by appointment 

All Your Eye Wear Needs — All the Top Brands

Dr. Linsey 
Olivier

Board Certified 
Optometrist

Pine Cove Resident

We participate with VSP, Medicare, 
Medical Eye Services, EyeMed, IEHP, 
Davis and many other insurance plans 

— Call our office and let
us help you with your insurance

Eye examina� ons • Contact lenses(all types) • Treatment for eye 
injuries and infec� ons (Pink Eye) • Diabe� c eye health exams  

• Diagnosis and treatment of ocular disease •  Prescrip� on safety 
eye wear • Wide selec� on of frames and sunglasses

Go to www.IdyllwildPharmacy.com 
to save with our monthly specials, refi ll 
prescriptions and fi nd out more about 

your neighborhood store.
54391 Village Center Dr.

(951) 659-2135

Serving our Community Since 1977Serving our Community Since 1977Serving our Community Since 1977

Idyllwild 
Pharmacy

The mighty oaks …
In our neck of the woods we have mostly 

evergreen conifers with various species of 
pine trees. The two most prominent of the 
non-conifers are the incense cedar and the 
black oak.
 Not only is the black oak the most common deciduous 
tree on the Hill, it is the only one of four local species 
of the genus Quercus that does lose its leaves.

Quercus kelloggii is the local species of black oak, also 
called the Kellogg oak and California black oak. This is 
a large tree that can live more than 500 years and grow 
to 120 feet high with a diameter of 5 feet. 
 The black oak can withstand fi res and grow in pure 
and mixed stands. The latter is the more frequent condi-
tion in the San Jacintos.
 The large acorns were an important food source for 
Native Americans. They used the available granite rocks 
to grind the acorns into meal. You can still see many 
pockets worn into the granite. 
 The acorns are also an important food source for wildlife 
such as the gray squirrel, deer, mountain quail, Steller’s 
Jay, woodpeckers and many others. The gray squirrel’s 
main job seems to be burying as many acorns as possible 
so that they can dig them up later for food. This works 
out great for both the black oak and the squirrels. The 
acorns that are not retrieved remain in the ground and 
have a good chance of sprouting into new trees, and thus 
rejuvenating the local forests.
 In addition, older black oaks produce cavities in 
the tree trunks that provide shelter and nesting sites 
for mammals. Black bears have been known to oc-
cupy these hollows. Oaks are also a very important for 
many bird species that rely on them as foraging sites.
 Black oaks are one of the best adapted trees for 
withstanding fi res and can regrow from the roots after 
the crown has burned to ground level. The tree’s thick 
bark protects it from quick burn throughs that wipe the 
ground clean and make it easy for acorns to sprout into 
new trees.
 Black oaks are also our most beautiful tree for fall 
colors; they sport golden and orange foliage in the au-
tumn months. The black oak is my favorite native tree 
in Idyllwild.
  The three nondeciduous oaks that grow in our moun-
tains are: Quercus dumosa, commonly called the scrub 
oak, which usually looks more like a shrub than a tree; 
Quercus chrysolepis, the canyon live oak that can grow to a 
large tree; and Quercus wislizenii, the interior live oak.
 The fi rst two species can be seen in the lower sections 
of the Deer Springs Trail. The wislizenii species grows at 
about 5,000 feet; so it would be mostly below Idyllwild.
 There are also hybrids of these trees which makes 
sorting them out quite diffi cult. I will talk more about 
the oaks and the disease that threatens them in a future 
column.

Outside Idyllwild
By Bruce Watts

 Not only is the black oak the most common deciduous 

Sherry Stang, Nature Center volunteer, and Shelley Kibby, 
park interpreter, compare the size of a baby desert tortoise to 
the more mature, 50-year-old Tilly the Tortoise.

Photo by Sally Hedberg

Left, this  Lemon Lilly grows in the wild near Highway 243.
Photo by J.P. Crumrine

An enthusiastic group 
of hikers gathered Fri-
day morning, July 8, in 
a Memorial Hike of the 
Ernie Maxwell Scenic Trail 
and were rewarded with 
the striking beauty of this 
unique path complete with 
brilliant sunshine fi ltering 
through majestic pines, oaks 
and cedars. Hikers were led 
by Jerri John who provided 
insights into the wonders 
found along the route.
Photo by Cid Castillo

Laurie Maxwell (top left) and family gather at the Ernie 
Maxwell Scenic trailhead in Humber Park prior to the Friday 
EMax hike, part of the weeklong EMax celebration.

Photo by John Drake

Subscribe!  The most exciting read 
you’ll ever have: The Town Crier.

Call 659-2145
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D A V I D  R E I D - M A R R
“Contemplative   Places”

site-specifi c sculpture, native landscapes, 
planning, consultation, installation.

cell: 951.692.5943

Tired of High Prices?
Poor Service?

1695 South State St.
San Jacinto, 
CA 92583

(951) 652-6854
(800) 368-0008

Let Ballard Gas Service take 
care of your propane needs.

www.ballardgas.com

walk-ins welcome    appts. available
26500 Hwy. 243

Idyllwild, CA 92549
951-216-4151

idyllwildbarbershop@yahoo.com
 Reg. cut $10 Senior cut $8
 Fades $11 Norelco $12
 Kids $10 Hippies $15

– SHAVES –Idyllwild
Barber Shop

Fire Fee
Continued from page 1

do more inspections within 
the Idyllwild District, the 
Sonoma County Fire Chiefs 
Association wrote this week, 
“As the Bill is currently writ-
ten, it does not distinguish 
SRAs that have fi re districts 
from those without. As the 
implementation of the SRA 
fee moves forward, there will 
be a lot of details to work 
out including this one.”
 According to the state 
Legislative Analyst Offi ce, fi re 
districts within incorporated 
areas would be exempt.
 Other opposit ion is 
building against the fee’s 
approval by a majority of 
the state legislature rather 
than the two-thirds now 
necessary for new taxes. 
Assemblyman Kevin Jeffer-
ies (R-Lake Elsinore) and 
Idyllwild’s State Senator Bill 
Emmerson both expressed 
reservations over this aspect 
of the issue and foresaw an 
inevitable litigative imbro-
glio before any monies are 
collected.

Supertanker
 In light of the state’s new 
fi re prevention tax on rural 
communities, CAL FIRE 
canceled its contract with 
10 Tanker Air Carrier of 
Adelanto on June 20. 

 “The ‘exclusive use’ con-
tract has been cancelled but 
we still have an effective 
‘call when needed’ contract 
in place,” said Janet Upton, 
CAL FIRE’s deputy director 
of communications. “Which 
means they are not paid to 
stand by and they have up 
to 24 hours to respond if 
available.”
 The use of the very large 
air tankers has diminished 
over time. In 2007, the su-
pertanker fl ew 36 days while 
involved in 15 fi res. In 2010, 
the number of fi res was only 
two, requiring four days of 
fl ight, according to Upton.
 She also stressed that 
these large water carriers are 
not initial response equip-
ment. The Hemet-Ryan 
Air base is nearby the San 
Jacinto Mountains and its 
full complement of air at-
tack equipment is avail-
able and will be employed 
if necessary. Additionally, 
CAL FIRE has access to 
other very large air tankers 
if needed.
 The statewide CAL FIRE 
air fl eet is composed of 23 
tankers, 9 helicopters and 13 
air tactical planes and more 
than 100 additional fi xed- 
and rotary-wing aircraft 
are on “call when needed” 
contracts, Upton said.
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 Editor’s note: Over the 
next three weeks, the Town 
Crier will interview each 
of the six candidates for 
the Idyllwild Fire Protection 
District commission. The 
series begins with interviews 
with incumbent commission-
ers Pete Capparelli and Paul 
Riggi. Ballots mailed to voters 
are due back to the Regis-
trar of Voters’ offi ce by Aug. 
30. Riggi has served on the 
commission since December 
2007.

What are IFPD’s priorities 
for the next year and next 
fi ve years?
 First is to focus on the 
budget, which is defi nitely 
our priority. Then fi re pre-
vention inspections. Medi-
cal service and fi refi ghting 
are doing a good job. Over 
this period, we’re looking to 
improve the high level of ef-
fi ciency among the fi refi ght-
ers and commissioners.

How can you help achieve 
these priorities?
 My career is fi re protec-
tion. [Riggi continues to be 
a private fi re investigator.] I 
can make sure the inspec-
tions happen. We review the 
chief ’s reports. 

Are the district’s fi nances 
resolved? What is the need 
for Measure G?
 No, the board is not 
content if there is any un-
necessary spending. But 
we can’t do anything that 
jeopardizes the community 
and maintain our level of 
fi refi ghting.
  The measure is critical 
for Idyllwild Fire. If you 
have a private business and 
find costs increasing over 
time, you can adjust the 

Paul Riggi for 
fi re commissioner

costs of your product. In 
the public sector, the costs 
of operation lag the econ-
omy and people question 
the need for more funds. 
Economy dictates taxes and 
costs. You need money to 
operate. We need to main-
tain equipment to protect 
the community and funds 
for continuing training of 
staff. 

What about getting more 
inspections completed?
 We’re doing inspections. 
They are not lagging based 
on the last reports that I’ve 
seen. We’re in good shape 
and it’s improved since I 
fi rst came on board.

What about the latest 
grand jury report? Will 
IFPD do the study?
 In one sense, medical and 
fire are separate services. 
In Idyllwild, the same staff 
provides both services, so 
we get two for one. 

What will the board do 
about the comments di-
rected at Commissioner 
Schelly?
 That’s a problem Dr. 
Schelly is going to have to re-
solve. If the Grand Jury says, 
“either [a commissioner] 
or [a paid-call fi refi ghter],” 
he has to make a decision 
to be either [one] or [the 
other].

Why did the paid-call cad-
re virtually disappear?
 The paid-call fi refi ghters 
have essentially disappeared. 
I haven’t seen any push for 
more paid-call to increase its 
numbers. I haven’t seen any 
active recruiting for them. 
Several paid-call members 
became reserves. They’re 
worth their weight and did 
a great job. They were well 
trained and they deserve a 

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 Editor’s note: Over the 
next three weeks, the Town 
Crier will interview each of 
the six candidates for seats 
on the Idyllwild Fire Protec-
tion District commission. The 
series begins with interviews 
with incumbent commissioners 
Pete Capparelli and Paul Riggi. 
Ballots mailed to voters are due 
back to the Registrar of Voters’ 
offi ce by Aug. 30. Capparelli 
has served on the commission 
since December 2009.

What are IFPD’s priorities 
for the next year and next 
fi ve years?
 Our highest priority is 
to get the ballot measure 
(Measure G) passed. We 
need to increase the parcel 
fee to build our reserves 
in order to have money 
for new equipment and 
building maintenance. I 
also expect to form a com-
mittee to develop policy on 
accountability within the 
department.

How can you help achieve 
these priorities?
 My business background 
helps. But it is a problem, 
too. In the past, I ran my 
business without having to 
answer to anyone or to work 
within rules of the public 
sector. 
 It’s been a transition, but 
not hard — apply common 
sense.

Are the district’s fi nances 
resolved? What is the need 
for Measure G?
 We’re near the break-even 
point. Still, we haven’t solved 
the problem of reserves or 
savings for future equipment. 
We need to be prepared for 
future costs, such as new 
ambulances. The accountant 

Pete Capparelli for 
fi re commissioner

helped us get the fi scal house 
in order, now we have to 
keep it right.

Are there operational pri-
orities?
 Accountability, we need 
more as a department. Little 
things, such as lights and air 
conditioning, as well as big 
things. The commission will 
look to the chief to enforce 
these policies.

What about getting more 
inspections completed?
 We’re getting good at 
these. It’s part of the job.

What about the latest 
grand jury report? Will 
IFPD do the study?
 I’m glad for the grand 
jury’s report and we’ll look 
at each recommendation. 
But we’re not seeing a push 
to separate our medical and 
fi re protection missions. We 
just don’t have the resources 
to do a major cost analysis. 
We’ll do the best we can. 

Why did the paid-call cad-
re virtually disappear?
 Besides Steve Friemoth 
and Keith Smith, we’re not 
seeing much interest in the 
paid-call positions. We now 
have a volunteer unit for 
those people who are genu-
inely interested in fi ghting 
fi res.

Summary
 The current commis-
sion cares about its duty, 
listening to the public and 
fi nancial accountability. For 
anyone without public sec-
tor or board experience, 
serving is a learning oppor-
tunity; but I feel the board 
is overcoming those hurdles 
now. What brought us all 
here is public service. The 
commission is going in the 
right direction.

IFPD CANDIDATES’ CORNER

pat on the back.

Summary
 My interest in doing this 
is to serve the community. 
I’ve learned quite a lot since 
beginning and I’m better 
prepared now. It’s been on-

the-job training. I’ve been 
in firefighting all my life. 
It’s [the commission] all 
about what’s best for the 
community.
 J.P. Crumrine can be 
reached at jp@towncrier.
com. 

“Honk Your 
Horn - Save 

My Life”
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A heartfelt thanks to the Town Crier 
staff and respectfully to Grace, J.P., 
Marshall and Halie for the many hours 
you spent on the Ernie Maxwell Cen-
tennial Celebration. In a short time, 
you assembled a committee (many 
thanks to each of you), brainstormed 
ideas and assigned tasks. The float, the 
art exhibits, the hike and Friday night’s 
finale were a grand success.

Ernie would have been so touched by 
and so proud of you all. You made 
clear his love for 
and shaping of this 
community. 

Thank you,

Diann Coate

Thank 

You!
To everyone who 
attended and helped 
make the Ernie 
Maxwell Centennial 

Celebration possible. 
It was a great way to 

celebrate an extraordinary man who had 
such an influence on our community.

Congratulations to The Woodies, who 
received the 1st Ernie Maxwell Commuity 
Spirit Award. We thank all of the service 
groups on the Hill for your hard work.

Finally, we’d like to thank the generous 
bidders who helped raise $1,500 for the 
Idyllwild Community Fund in Ernie’s name.

— Town Crier staff

Community calendar
 For the Idyllwild Arts & 
Entertainment Calendar, see 
“On the Town,” on page  9.
   
          Wednesday,  July 13 
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 7 
a.m. Shiloh Christian Minis-
tries, 54968 Upper Pine Crest 
Ave.; noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building). 
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 a.m. American Legion Post 
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.
 • Town Crier News Meeting, 
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café 
Aroma 54750 North Circle Dr. 
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
 • La Leche League, 10 a.m. 
Call 659-8321.
 • Community Church Guild, 
noon. Church, 54400 North 
Circle Dr.
   • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m.  Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.
 • ICRC board meeting 5:30 
p.m., IWD Board Room, 25945 
Hwy. 243.
 • Chamber of Commerce In-
stallation Dinner, 6 p.m. Jo’An’s 
Restaurant, 25875 Village Cen-
ter Dr.
 • Lemon Lily Festival Vol-
unteer Sign-up and Orienta-
tion Meeting, 6 p.m. Mountain 
Harvest Market, 54423 Village 
Center Dr., Strawberry Creek 
Square.
 • Alzheimer’s Awareness em-
inar, 6 p.m. Community Pres-
byterian Church, 54400 North 
Circle Dr.
 • Mountain Disaster Pre-
paredness board meeting, 6-
7:30 p.m. Creekstone Inn, 54950 
Pine Crest Ave.
 • Anza Municipal Advisory 
Concil, 7 p.m. Anza Commu-
nity Building, 56630 Hwy. 371, 
Anza.
 • Codependents Anonymous 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious 
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. 
(the Courtyard Building).

          Thursday, July 14
 • Women’s Bible Study, 10 
a.m.-noon. Chapel in the Pines 

Church office, 29430 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center.
 • Idyllwild Francophonie 
(fluent-French speakers), noon. 
Café Aroma, 54750 North Circle 
Dr.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous,   
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.
 • Lemon Lily Festival Steer-
ing Committee meeting, 1 p.m. 
Idyllwild Nature Center, 25225 
Hwy. 243.
 • CSA 36 meeting, 5:30 p.m.; 
IWD Board Room, 25945 Hwy. 
243.
 • Mile High Radio Club, 
6:30 p.m. Idyllwild Fire Station, 
54160 Maranatha Dr.
 • RACES, 6:30 p.m. Idyllwild 
Fire Station, 54160 Maranatha 
Dr.
 • Narcotics Anonymous, 
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the 
Courtyard Building).

Friday, July 15
 • Fern Valley Water District 
board meeting, 9 a.m. FVWD 
Board Room, 55790 South Cir-
cle Dr.
 • Baby Play Group, 10:30 
a.m. Call Debbi Geisinger, 659-
8710 or (951) 966-1094.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30 
p.m. Idyllwild Community Pres-
byterian Church, Manse Alcove, 
Fellowship Hall, 54400 North 
Circle Dr.
 • Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ 
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meeting 
7-9 p.m. Former Morning Sky 
School, 29375 Hwy. 243, Moun-
tain Center. Child care available. 
Call 659-0097 for information.

Saturday, July 16
 • Thousand Trails Craft Show 
& Sell, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Thousand 
Trails Campground, 24400 Can-
yon Trail Drive, Pine Cove.
 • Stand in Silence Vigil for 
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence, 
noon. Town center. Call 659-
2718.
 • Idyllwild Gay Potluck, 6 p.m. 
E-mail scottandgregg@verizon.
net for location.

 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 7 
p.m. Community Presbyterian 
Church, Fellowship Hall,  54400 
North Circle Dr.

Sunday, July 17
 • Peace Meditation Practice, 
10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist Dhar-
ma Center, 53191 Mountain 
View, Pine Cove. 
 • Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.  
Spiritual Living Center, Church 
of Religious Science, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard 
Building).

 • Alcoholics Anonymous,  
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m., 
Rancho Encino Mountain Club, 
45915 Orchard Road, Poppet 
Flat, across from CAL FIRE Sta-
tion 6.
 • Al-Anon “Mixed Nuts” 
open meeting, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Spiritual Living Center, 26120 
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard 
Building).

Monday, July 18
 • Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting (open), 9 a.m. 

Call  (951) 468-4032 for loca-
tion.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon & 7 p.m. St. Hugh’s Epis-
copal Church, 25525 Tahquitz 
Dr. 
 • Idyllwild Community 
Meditation, Session I: 5:30-6:30  
p.m.; Session II: 6:45-8 p.m.  
Idyllwild Yoga Studio. Call Val at 
659-5750 for information.
 • Chamber of Commerce, 6 
p.m. IWD Board Room, 25945 
Hwy. 243.
 • Garner Valley Property 
Owners Association, 7 p.m. 
Garner Valley Common, 61600 
Devil’s Ladder Rd.

Tuesday, July 19
 • Mountain Communities 
Fire Safe Council public board 
meeting, 9:30 a.m. Mountain 
Resource Center, 25380 Frank-
lin Dr. Call 659-5208 for infor-
mation.
 • Camp Alandale’s Friends 4 
Orphans, 10 a.m. 25420 Lodge 
Rd.
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 
noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 
AA Open Meeting & Big Book 
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living 
Center, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the 
Courtyard Building).
 • International Healing 
Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m. 
Shiloh Christian Ministries, 
54960 Pine Crest Ave.
 • Cancer Self-help Group, 
5:30 p.m. Call 659-6262.
 • Free Tai Chi Practice Group, 
6-6:45 p.m. Quiet Creek Inn, 
26345 Delano Dr.
 • Hemet Unified School Dis-
trict board meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

HUSD offices, 1791 W. Acacia 
Ave., Hemet.
 • Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step Study meeting, 
6:30-8 p.m. Former Morning 
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243, 
Mountain Center. Call 659-0097 
for information.
 • Idyllwild Right to Life, 7 
p.m. Call 659-5228 for location.
 • Idyllwild Water district 
board meeting, 7 p.m. IWD 
board room, 25945 Hwy. 243.

     Wednesday,  July 20 
 • Alcoholics Anonymous, 7 
a.m. Shiloh Christian Minis-
tries, 54968 Upper Pine Crest 
Ave.; noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal 
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6 
p.m., Spiritual Living Center, 
women only, 26120 Ridgeview 
Dr. (the Courtyard Building). 
 • Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 a.m. American Legion Post 
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.
 • Town Crier News Meeting, 
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café 
Aromam 54750 North Circle Dr. 
 • Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.
 • Garner Valley Book Club, 
10:30 a.m. Call 659-6049 for lo-
cation.
   • Awareness Meditation 
Group, 5-5:30 p.m.  Spirit 
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.
 • Community Dialogue  
meeting re: diversity and toler-
ance, 6 p.m. Idyllwild School 
Multi-purpose Room, 26700 
Hwy. 243.
 • Codependents Anonymous 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious 
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. 
(the Courtyard Building).

On July 6, Idyllwild Rotary Past President Danny Richard-
son (right) honors Rotary Secretary Trischa Clark with the 
2010-11 Rotarian of the Year Award.

Photo by Steve Espinosa
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How to reach us
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(951) 659-2145

or toll-free: 
1-888-535-6663

Fax: (951) 659-2071
E-mail: itc@towncrier.com

Website: www.towncrier.com

When to reach us 

OFFICE HOURS
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
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Closed Saturday & Sunday    

DEADLINES MONDAY
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Classified Ads — Noon 
Display Ads — Noon

u
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Marshall Smith
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Conor O’Farrell • RMRU  
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Joanne Slater • Bob Smith  
Dave Stith • Bruce Watts
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Please read your ad. 
We assume no responsibility 
for errors after first insertion.

 The IDYLLWILD TOWN 
CRIER (USPS 635260) is pub-
lished weekly for $29 per year 
in county and $33 per year out 
of county by the IDYLLWILD 
TOWN CRIER, P.O. Box 157, 
54295 Vil lage Center Dr., 
Idyllwild, CA 92549. Periodical 
postage paid at Idyllwild, CA. 
Send subscription and change 
of address requests to the  
above address. Please allow up 
to two weeks for requests to 
take effect.

POSTMASTER:
 Send address changes to 
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER, P.O. 
Box 157, Idyllwild, CA 92549.
 All contents of the Idyllwild 
Town Crier are copyrighted by 
the Idyllwild Town Crier. Per 
copy, 75 cents (tax included). 
Single mailing of newspaper, 
$2.50.
This newspaper is printed 

on recycled paper.

Readers 
write

Freedom to rescue
Editor:
 On Thursday, July 7, at 
l0 a.m., I was driving down 
the San Jacinto Mountains 
from the small village town 
of Idyllwild. It was a beauti-
ful sunny day. The road is 
mostly curves and I have 
traveled it for over 26 years 
with God’s guidance.
 I was 20 minutes down 
the Hill going to Hemet to 
meet my adult children and 
grandchildren for lunch at 
Marie Callenders, a happy 
experience. Suddenly I spot-
ted a fire on the side of the 
road and heading for the 
gully below.
 A fire there could wipe 
out homes and burn for 
days. I turned around, 
parked across the road, 
away from the fire.
 A lady in a shiny black 
car also stopped.  “Are you 
calling 911?” I asked.
 “Yes, but they are asking 
the location and I don’t 
know what to say,” she re-
plied.
 “Two miles up the moun-
tain from Cranston Station,” 
I said.
 The man on the phone 
was having trouble get-
ting the position where we 
were.  Finally he understood 
and said, “They’re on their 
way.”  
  Opening the back of my 
Toyota pickup, I grabbed 
a package of 24 bottles of 
water. One gentleman and 
three other ladies joined 
me and all of us focused on 
putting the fire out with the 
water being squirted a bit 
on the front of the fire.
 Our water brigade kept 
the fire from going farther 
down the gully.   
 “Now,” one lady ex-
claimed, “can you imagine 
four ladies in sandals put-
ting out a roadside fire? 
Also, one gentleman dressed 
in his hospital garb trying to 
get to his job at the hospi-
tal.”
 We spread dirt and sand 
on the whole area after 
we ran out of water and 
proceeded to douse more 
flames. We did not know 
each other, but a few min-
utes of bonding went into 
the project at hand.
 Then along comes the 
[California] Highway Patrol 
and we could hear the sirens 
coming up the Hill not far 
away.

  Our part of the job com-
pleted, we stood in a natural 
circle and thanked each 
other for a job well done.  
I wish I had gotten their 
name. It was just another 
day on a mountain with 
people who care, doing a job 
that needed to be done.
  As the firefighters looked 
in awe at the small group, 
the CHP officer thanked all 
of us and we each went our 
own way.

Joy Latarte Allgeier
Pine Cove 

Freedom to  
remember a park
Editor:
 To try for the big picture, 
I’ll jump around. The park 
was called Eleanor Park, in 
memory of Eleanor John-
son. The park had lilac 
bushes and rock-lined paths. 
It had a three-tier, green-tile 
fountain. 
 In 1969, when I saw 
the fountain, the pipes and 
drains were rusted out and it 
needed some work. It was a 
pretty tame park. One could 
have sat on a bench and 
read a book in relative quiet, 
compared to today’s loud 
rock ’n’ roll. No bums or 
homeless people slept there. 
The park was not huge.
 Aged evidence of the 
limits of the park is the low 
river-rock wall surrounding 
Jo’An’s Restaurant and it’s 

patio. 
 Va cant  prop er t y  in 
Idyllwild is considered an 
asset. A park can bring visi-
tors to town with money to 
spend. Eleanor Park had no 
restaurant. Sometime ago, 
the owners of Eleanor Park 
removed the brass plaque, 
changed the “park” zon-
ing to commercial zoning, 
someone built a fast food 
shack called the Tax Shelter. 
Then came O’Sullivan’s, 
and then Jo’An’s, and the 
formerly undeveloped park 
with no income became a 
commercial, money-making 
property.
 The so-called “commu-
nity center” with swimming 
pool, meeting hall, etc., will 
cost over a million dollars. 
Where is the money coming 
from?  
 The estate, where they are 
trying to put the community 
center, was used as a newly  
wed getaway for Joe DiMag-
gio and his svelte new wife, 
Marilyn Monroe. The two 
lovebirds could have strolled 
through Eleanor Park and 
seen the water fountain. 
The people that “donated” 
the property to the county, 
gained a potentially large 
tax advantage and locations 
within the compound. It’s 
just a business agreement; 
it has nothing to do with 
community. 
 Community is just a 
S e e  L e t t e r s ,  p a g e  2 2

Matter of fact
 In the story “Idyllwild Water adopts 2011-12 bud-
get,” which appeared in the July 7 edition, Director 
John Cook was misidentified.
 Town Crier regrets the error.

Mr. Funny Guy               by Chris FisherErnie
Like ordinary men Ernie Maxwell enjoys the 
company of others and the solitude of the 
mountains.
Like all of us he loves the sharing of ideas, a 
peaceful hike, the sound of music, 
He simply loves it all much more.

Like us, he shares his wealth, he treats us 
kindly,
Like us, he tries to make the world better, 
Like us, he strives to add beauty to the world, 
He simply does it all much more.

Like ordinary men he chops his wood and 
plants his trees.
Like all of use he reads and watches, seeking 
to understand.
He simply does it all much more.

Like us, he dreams and acts and seeks the new, 
Like us, he cares about the town, the Hill, the 
world,
Like us, he laughs at human frailty and his 
own,
He simply does it all much more.

What is extraordinary about this man?
His generousity of spirit, his readiness to help,
His talent in so many things — art ... leader-
ship ... empathy ... imagination.
His lack of the prejudice that confines the 
spirit of ordinary men,
His quest for new ideas, and refusal to be 
bound by the familiar,
His ability to create, to do, 
His zest for life,
His reach,
His joy,
His ability to win the hearts of all of us.
He does it all much more.

— Kay Ceniceros

Special Ernie Maxwell “May the Forest Be With You” T-shirts 
were available during the Ernie Maxwell Centennial ceremony 
Friday evening, July 8. Overseeing the sales are Ernie Maxwell’s 
grandniece Halley McKenzie (center), her son, Jonathan, and 
Town Crier Production Manager Halie Johnson.

Photo by Cid Castillo
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Lanterns
 Gail Qi
 Owner

Door Beads
(951) 659-5066

LOCATED UPSTAIRS IN THE FORT
Clothing • King or Queen Size Korean Blankets

Lamps • Oriental Art • Gourmet Foods • Herbs • Import Gifts 

Reasonable 
Prices!

Forest Furniture Gallery
Gifts & Art by 
Local Artists
Wood, Glass, 
Candles 
& Art Work
Unique Gifts 
& Rustic 
Furniture

Visit us at Village Lane
Open Friday - Monday

(714) 717-9447 • www.forestfurniture.shutterfl y.com

SANDRA D. ADLER LMFT, CBT
Lic. Family Therapist for over 29 years. Certifi ed 
Bioenergetic Analyst specializing in Addiction Recovery, 
Women’s Issues, Family of Origin Issues. Individual, 
Family and Couples Counseling. By appointment only.

    (951) 659-2094
    (951) 659-2094

Town talk 
By Cid Castillo, Staff Photographer  

The state is imposing a tax of $150 per 
parcel starting this Fall to raise money for 

CAL FIRE. Do you think this is fair? Is 
there another way to raise this money?

John Schmid
Retired Plumber

Idyllwild
“Not fair. It’s more tax 

on top of other taxes we 
already pay. Maybe Supervi-

sor Stone is right — we 
should form another state.”

Don Andrewson
South Bay Cable Co.

Idyllwild
“No, it is wrong. We should 

be raising money for our 
own fi re department. 

Idyllwild Fire protects us, 
not CAL FIRE.”

Ed Reed
Knotty Pines Cabins
Idyllwild
“It’s ridiculous to do that to 
people who own property in 
unincorporated areas.
You have to know I’m 
not happy — I own six 
parcels.”

Questions that matter …
 Several years ago, I recall walking past 
posters, each introducing an Idyllwild School 
student who told about what they hoped to 
master in their lives.  
 What struck me was that their highest 
aspirations included wanting to do a perfect 
“wheelie” with their bikes or mastering some other physi-
cal skill.  There was no reference to “writing the perfect 
essay” or “mastering algebra.”
 Most of us, recalling our own time in school would not 
fi nd this surprising at all. And yet it points to something 
most people miss. Human beings are biologically made 
to learn from experience.  
 Whenever we learn something that is useful to us, 
like driving a car, fi xing something new for dinner, or 
reading diffi cult instructions, it is always with a purpose 
in mind of doing something we want to master. Do you 
recall when you fi rst learned to drive, play golf, make an 
omelet or any number of things?
 You had to master the rules or recipe while you si-
multaneously had to engage your sense of touch, sight, 
hearing, and move around and deal with any number of 
things that changed from moment to moment. All the 
time you were getting feedback based on the situation 
and what you did. 
 While learning to drive for example you were constantly 
checking “How far away is that car?” or “Oops, I forgot

See Renate, page 24

Renate’s thoughts
By Renate Caine, Ph.D.

Director of Research and Professional 
Development, Natural Learning Research 

Institute, Idyllwild

Carumba Trail — safe and beautiful …
One of the best ways to enjoy our mountain this time 

of year is a summer camping trip. I would encourage 
everyone to dust off those old packs and head out to 
experience our mountain habitat in its full glory.  
 A favorite route would be to depart Humber Park at 
sunrise and hike the Devils Slide Trail to Saddle Junction 
(2.5 miles). You will have a breathtaking view of Hemet 
and out to Diamond Valley Lake as the valley fl oor comes 
alive in the morning light.  
 As you arrive at Saddle Junction, you will have a choice 
of four trails. I recommend taking the Carumba Trail 
towards Laws Camp (2.2 miles). As you enjoy the shady 
walk, ferns and skunk cabbage will remind you of a scene 
from the movie Avatar. Tahquitz Valley, Reeds Meadow, 
and Tahquitz Creek are viewed from the trail on the way 
to Laws Camp.
 Camping at Laws is like being a thousand miles away 
from civilization. You might see and hear a passing jet 
but no other sound will be heard except for the trickle 
of Willow Creek and the birds calling. 
 Since Laws Camp is at the 7,420-foot elevation, don’t 
be surprised if the temperature falls 30 to 40 degrees at 
night.
 On your return hike to Saddle Junction, I would rec-
ommend taking the Willow Creek Trail (3.0 miles) which 
offers a wonderful fern-lined route.
 Simple overnight trips like this will make you fall in 
love with our mountain all over again.  
 Remember to get your permit, bring a map and com-
pass, never hike alone, tell someone behind where you are 
going and bring plenty of water.

Off the main roads
By Chad Marler, RMRU member

Career fi refi ghters 
sacrifi ce
Editor:
 We want to publicly ex-
press our thanks and ap-
preciation to the members 
of the Idyllwild Career Fire-
fi ghters Association for their 
willingness to sacrifice a 
portion of their pay and 
benefits in order to help 
IFPD in our efforts to reach 
a balanced budget for the 
2011–2012 fi scal year. 
 The six career captains 
and engineers forfeited a 
promised pay raise of $200 
per month and all nine 
career fi refi ghters gave up 
a promised $100 per month 
increase in the employer’s 
contribution toward the cost 
of their health care plans. 
Additionally, they agreed to 

begin paying 2 percent of 
their base pay toward their 
CalPers retirement accounts. 
These unselfi sh concessions 
by our fi refi ghters amount 
to a total of approximately 
$36,505, or an average of 
$4,056 per fi refi ghter in lost 
pay during the 2011–2012 
fi scal year. 
 Measure G, which we’ll 
soon be voting on, asks 
the people these fi refi ghters 
serve to commit to a cap of 
another $65 per year in our 
special assessment. But, as-
suming it passes with a 2/3 
majority vote, it will take we 
property owners 62 years to 
give up the equal of what 
each of our fi refi ghters are 
giving up in one year. 
 Certainly, Idyllwild is not 
unique in being forced to 
ask our public employees 

for concessions during these 
diffi cult times, but we are 
somewhat unique given the 
fact that our fi refi ghters are 
currently paid signifi cantly 
less than their counterparts 
are paid in other depart-
ments, both near and far.
 And, speaking of diffi cult 
times, although the Town 
Crier has referred to the 
cash IFPD has on-hand at 
the beginning of the fi scal 
year as “reserves,” as ex-
plained before, the money 
we have in our accounts 
as of July 1 is there for the 

Political letters
 Political letters to the editor are accepted. Cost is 10 
cents per word — not including the headline, salutation 
and signature(s) — and must be prepaid. Deadline is 10 
a.m. Monday. Call Shane at (951) 659-2145, Ext. 12.

Political letters
sole purpose of making it 
possible for us to pay our 
bills during the fi rst 4 or 
5 months of the fi scal year 
until we begin receiving 
property tax and special 
assessment income in De-
cember. 

IFPD Commissioners
 Pete Capparelli

President
Paul Riggi

Vice President
Ben Killingsworth

Secretary Treasurer
Jeannine Stigall

Soroptimists seek new members
 The Soroptimists of Idyllwild is a women’s service club 
improving the lives of women and girls in our community 
and around the world. The club is recruiting new members 
who are business and professional women. 
 Call Karen Doshier at 659-0790 for information.
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Wilder Cabins • On Strawberry Creek
Kitchens • Cable •Transportation to Trailheads • Pets Welcome
54550 So. Circle Dr. • 659-2926 • www.wildercabins.com

Alhatti Private Christian Resort
A private Christian setting • Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2066 • www.alhatti.com

Edelweiss Lodge • www.1cabin4u.com
Romantic cabins • Kitchens • Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

The Bluebird Cottage Inn
on 3 ac. • www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com • Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 • (951) 659-2696

234234234

Check out our Lodging Directory 
Website at www.towncrier.com

Lodging
Directory of Idyll wild

The Fireside Inn & Cabins • Fireplaces,     
TV/DVD players, pets welcome • 1-877-797-3473 
54540 North Circle Dr. • www.thefi reside-inn.com

Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals
Top Rated • Views • Creek • Pets • Spas • Fireplaces • Clean!
26345 Delano Dr. • www.quietcreekinn.com • 800-450-6110

Idyllwild Vacation Cabins     
Private Vacation Cabins • Secluded • Hot Tubs • (951) 659-5444 
www.idyllwildvacationcabins.com • vacationcabins@live.com

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fel low ship
 Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer. 

Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 10am 
plus Weekly Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038. 

On Hwy 243 at Morning Sky School in Mountain Center.

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school, 

10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m. 
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to 

the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

Community Presbyterian Church

Idyllwild Bible Church
25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott. 
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship. 
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m. 

Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.

Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday 
Call Church Offi ce for Information. 659-4775

Shiloh Christian Ministries
~ FULL GOSPEL ~

2 
Ser

vi
ce

s

Spiritual Living Center

Churches and Spiritual 
Centers Directory  

of Idyllwild

54400 N. Circle Dr.  659-2935 • Rev. Richard Olson
Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.

Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~ 
Child care available • Wednesday: Men's Breakfast – 6:15 a.m.

Idyllwild Religious Science
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard Building) 659-3464.

Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday ser vice, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.; 

Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays.

54968 Upper Pine Crest
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416

Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm
International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild

First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561

Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi.

SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture & lunch.  Meditation 

instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info.   www.zmc.org

Queen of Angels Roman Cath o lic Church
54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA

Father Charles E. Miller
Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.; 
Sat. 4 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.; 

Confession: Sat. 3:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

By Marshal Smith
Staff Reporter

 The Idyllwild Chamber 
of Commerce begins the sec-
ond year of its reconstituted 
leadership and revitalization 
with newly elected offi cers 
and an 11-member board. 
 Chamber officers were 
for m a l ly  i n s t a l l e d  on 
Wednesday, July 13 at din-
ner at Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.
 “We have a good and en-
thusiastic group of directors 
who are looking forward to 
serving both local businesses 
and the wider Idyllwild 
community,” said Cham-
ber president Nick Todd, 
beginning his second term. 
“Among our agenda items 
for the coming year,” Todd 
said, “is to get the shuttle 
up and running for special 
events and festivals.” 
 The Chamber board 
is also working with the 
Idyllwild Business Round-
table to organize in-town 
evening street dances in 
August, the weekend of the 
Jazz in the Pines Festival. 
 The board appointed 

Chamber elects 
offi cers for 2011-12

Lena Marshall, Idyllwild 
Vacation Rentals, for a one-
year term to fi ll the vacancy 
created by the untimely 
death of Isaac Outland, 
who had been elected to 
the board, but had not yet 
been installed. For the fi rst 
time in many years, the 
Chamber has a full board 
of directors.
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com.

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

 On June 7, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) announced a 
ban on the sale to residential 
consumers of the most toxic 
rat and mouse poisons, as 
well as most loose bait and 
pellet products. The pur-
pose of the ban is to better 
protect children, pets and 
wildlife.
 The agency is also requir-
ing all newly registered rat 
and mouse poisons market-
ed to residential consumers 
be enclosed in bait stations 
that render the pesticide 
inaccessible to children and 
pets. Wildlife that consume 
bait or poisoned rodents 
will also be protected by the 
EPA’s actions. 
 In addition, products 
marketed to residential 
consumers may contain 
no more than 1 pound of 
rodenticide bait. 
 While several pesticide-
active ingredients will still be 
allowed on the homeowner 
market, products marketed 
to residential consumers 
will no longer contain the 
most toxic and persistent 
pesticide-active ingredients, 
that is, the second genera-

EPA limits rat poisons 
to protect kids, pets

tion anticoagulants brodi-
facoum, bromadiolone, di-
fenacoum and difethialone. 
Products containing these 
active ingredients will only 
be available for commercial 
use and for residential use 
by professional pest control 
operators.
 Children are particu-
larly at risk for exposure 
to rat and mouse poisons 
because the products are 
typically placed on fl oors, 
and because young children 
sometimes place bait pellets 
in their mouths. The Ameri-
can Association of Poison 
Control Centers annually 
receives between 12,000 and 
15,000 reports of children 
under 6 being exposed to 
these types of products. 
 These new products are 
safer to children as well as 
pets and wildlife, but still 
provide effective rodent con-
trol for residential consum-
ers. They will offer some 
combination of resistance to 
tampering by children and 
dogs, and also to weather.
 There have been many 
reports of pets and wildlife 
dying from possible roden-
ticide. Just last week, there 
was a report of 10 unex-
plained dog poisonings in 

See EPA, page 24

2011-12 
chamber 
offi cers

• Nick Todd, Tara Insur-
ance, president; 
• Richmond Blake, Creek-
side Postal Services, fi rst 
vice president; 
• Joann Slater, Slater and 
Associates, second vice 
president; 
• David Jerome, Idyll-
beast Research Center, 
secretary; and 
• Kim Mueller, BBVA 
Compass Bank, trea-
surer. 

Visit the Town Crier’s new website: 
idyllwildtowncrier.com

Options
Continued from page 1

policies based on racial or 
economic profi ling. 
 As of this writing, Farmers 
Insurance still writes here, as 
does Pacifi ca Specialty Insur-
ance Company. Nick Todd, 
Tara Insurance in Idyllwild, 

writes for Pacifica in con-
junction with California Fair 
Plan.
 Local Broker Caleb Kirk, 
Custom Choice Insurance, 
writes with Foremost Insur-
ance, American Modern and 
American Life.
 Marshall Smith can be 
reached at marshall@towncrier.
com.

Upcoming MDP training open to all
Mountain Disaster Preparedness (MDP) will be con-

ducting its bi-annual medical diaster training exercise 
from 10 a.m. to noon, Saturday, July 30, at Town Hall.
 Participants will review wound managment, splint and 
bandage applications, and laceration management. They 
will also review the contents of the Disaster Aid Stations 
and the Red Cross trailer.
 Although this training is primarily aimed for people 
with medical backgrounds, the entire Idyllwild community 
is invited to attend.
 To RSVP, call Dick Goldberg at (951) 659-0709.
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Jo’An’s
Open 7 Days a Week
Breakfast Served 7am – Noon Weekdays

7am –11:30am Weekends

Lemon Lily Festival menu
• Lemon Chicken Alfredo

• Lemon Cheese Cake
• Special Lemon Drop Drink

Try our signature 1/2-lb Fresh Ground 
Peppercorn Burger and our pulled BBQ 
Beef or pulled BBQ Pork sandwich with 

Jo’An’s own BBQ sauce. 

Live Entertainment: 
Friday Night – Mary Carroll on keyboard 

Saturday Night – Karaoke with Kathy 

In the Beer Garden: 
 Saturday – Change Required
Sunday – Jerome Robinson

Come See  the Train  Running! 

the CREEK HOUSE

Idyllwild’s Classic Creekside 
Dinner House

Steaks*Seafood*Salad Bar*Cocktails
659-0686 

Dinner Thursday - Sunday
Happy Hour until 5:30 p.m.

54905 No. Circle Dr.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

 Friday, July 15, 6–9 p.m.: 
The Hot Flash

Saturday, July 16, 6–9 p.m.: 
Joey Latimer & Robin Rabens

 Thousand Trails, a full-service RV Resort, 
located at 24400 Canyon Trail in Pine Cove, opened 
to nonmembers effective Feb. 1, 2010. Doing so has 
created opportunities for all Idyllwild and Pine Cove 
residents to rent a table at our WEEKLY vendor craft 
tables for show and sell. The Show & Sell will be from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Saturday. Please contact Pam 
Piner, Recreation Director, at (951) 659-0698 for further 
details. This is a first come, first served basis so call 
ahead to reserve your table. We are looking forward to 
meeting all of you and to see your crafts and talents. 

 Looking forward to seeing you here at our 
wonderful preserve! 

Crafts Show & Sell

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Idyllwild

America’s Finest Family Camping & RV Resort

Local Dining, Arts & Entertainment

On the Town
Arts & Entertainment Calendar

Arts & Entertainment Calen-
dar listings are at the discretion of 
the editor. Submittal forms can be 
picked up at the Town Crier.

Wednesday,  July 13
Native Arts Week Lecture: 

Gerald Clarke Jr., and food 
tastings, noon. Krone Library, 
Idyllwild Arts.

Lemon Lily Festival Open 
House Reception, 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Idyllwild Nature Center.

Idyllwild Jazz Camp Faculty, 6-9 
p.m. Café Aroma.

Cars 2,” 7 p.m. Rustic Theatre.

Thursday,  July 14
Native Arts Week Lecture: Teri 

Greeves, and food tastings, 
noon, Krone Library, Idyllwild 
Arts.

Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m. Creekstone 
Inn. For information, call 659-
4910.

Skeleton Crew, 6-9 p.m. Café 
Aroma.

Cars 2,” 7 p.m.; Harry Potter & 
the Deathly Hallows: Part 2, 
midnight. Rustic Theatre.

Wii games for all ages, 7-8:30 
p.m. Town Hall.

Friday,  July 15
Pottery Firing: Tony Soares, Ca-

huilla-style Pottery, 8 a.m. 
Kennedy Kiln Yard; Children’s 

Live music, noon-3 p.m. Arriba 
Mexican Restaurant.

Idyllwild Garden Club Fern Val-
ley Lemon Lily Viewings, 1-4 
p.m. Tickets at Village Centre 
Gazebo.

Open Casting Call for short 
summer films, 1-4 p.m. 
Idyllwild Arts. E-mail 
pampierce@cinestory.org.

Change Required, 1-5 p.m.; Ka-
raoke with Kathy, 7-11 p.m. 
Jo’An’s Restaurant.

Harry Potter & the Deathly 
See A&E, page 12

Center Open House, 2:45 
p.m.; Adult Arts Center 
Culminations, 4 p.m. Parks 
Exhibition Center; Native 
Arts Week Performances, 
7 p.m., Stephens Recital Hall, 

Idyllwild Arts.
Lemon Lily Festival Events: 

Idyllwild Nature Center, 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.; A Taste of 
Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m. Town Hall; 
Line Dancing, 6-8 p.m.

Mary Carroll on keyboard, 5-8 
p.m. Jo’An’s Restaurant.

Willy B., 5:30-8:30 p.m. Arriba 
Mexcian restaurant.

Live music, 6-8 p.m. Mile High 
Cafe.

The Hot Flash, 6-9 p.m. The 
Creek House.

Live music, 6-9 p.m. Lumber 
Mill.

Harry Potter & the Deathly 
Hallows: Part 2, 7 p.m. Rustic 
Theatre.

BurlEssence, 8:30 p.m. & 10 p.m. 
Café Aroma.

Saturday,  July 16
Lemon Lily Festival Event: 

Lemon Lily Blessing, 8 a.m. 
Idyllwild Pines Camp by 
creek.

Pottery Firing: Mark Tahbo, 
Hopi-style, 8 a.m. Kennedy 
Kiln Yard; Student Jazz Con-
cert, 1 p.m. IAF Theatre, 
Idyllwild Arts.

David Jerome, 9 a.m.-noon; Swift 
Pony, 6-9 p.m. Café Aroma.

Lemon Lily Festival Events at 
Idyllwild Nature Center: 
Arts & Crafts Displays, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.; Children’s Carni-
val Games, 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.;  
“All About the Lemon Lily” 
talk, 10 a.m.-11 a.m.; Guided 
Riparian Nature Walk, 11 
a.m.-noon & 1-2 p.m.; Music 

with Don Reed, 11:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.

Lemon Lily Festival Events at 
Town Hall: Pioneer Town, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Petting Zoo, 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Barbecue by 
American Legion Post 800, 
11:30 a.m.-6 p.m.; Music with 
Duke Michaels, 1-4 p.m.; 
Old-time Hoedown, 6-8 
p.m.

“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-
torical Exhibit, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Idyllwild Area Historical Mu-
seum. 

Flying Pigment Studio was one of five artists’ studios featured 
in the Art Alliance of Idyllwild Member Studio Tour held Sat-
urday, July 9. Studio owner and artist Darcy Gerdes, center, 
discusses her work with Carolyn Moloscho, producer, Eye on 
the Desert, Channel 2, and with her husband, Eitan Hedram, 
right, from Palm Springs. Photo by Cid Castillo



WWW.RUSTICTHEATRE.COM

Showtimes: Nightly: 7:00 pm
Sat. & Sun.: 2:00, 4:30 & 7:00 pm 

General Admission: $5
54290 N. Circle Drive, Idyllwild, CA   951.659.2747

Showing July 14-28

“Harry Potter & the 

Deathly Hallows: Part 2”

Movies • DVDs • Plays • Concerts • Private Rental

The final chapter begins as Harry, Ron, 
and Hermione continue their quest of find-
ing and destroying the Dark Lord’s three 
remaining Horcruxes, the magical items 
responsible for his immortality. But as the 
mystical Deathly Hallows are uncovered, 
and Voldemort finds out about their mis-
sion, the biggest battle begins and life as 
they know it will never be the same again.
Starring: Daniel Radcliffe, Emma 
Watson and Rupert Grint Director: David 
Yates Genre: Action/Adventure Rated: 
PG-13 Runtime: 2 hrs. 10 min. 

General admission now only $5!

Special Midnight Showing!
Thursday, July 14 at midnight only $10

Reserve your space. Special rates for current Town Crier advertisers. Call Shane for info @ 659-2145

The Hill’s new guide to 
art & culture on the Hill.

Sign up @ idyllwildtowncrier.com 
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By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

 “Love Junkie” (Blooms-
bury USA, 2008) may 
sound like a Motown pop 
song from the 60s. It’s not. 
It’s a hard-hitting, person-
ally revealing memoir by 
Rachel Resnick. Reviewers 
characterize it as disturbing 
and even terrifying. Resn-
ick appears with Idyllwild 
Authors Series founder and 
facilitator Eduardo Santiago 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, July 17, 
at B’s Mountain of Books 
on North Circle Drive.
  Resnick writes about a 
multi-decade history of failed 
relationships with badly cho-
sen, toxic and abusive men 
and the trauma of living 
those years. She likened her 
need for men, for being with 
someone, to a junkie’s obses-
sive craving for a physical 
and emotional rush. 

‘Love Junkie’ author Resnick joins series

 Resnick writes of her 
addiction on her website, 
www.rachelresnick.com: 
“When you’re addicted to 
someone, you’re using them. 
You’re getting high. You can 
actually feel the chemicals 
dropping down into your 
system, the warm pinging 
of your nerves.” 
 She begins “Love Junkie” 
in this way: “This is a story 
about my years of compul-
sive sex, romantic obses-
sion, the endless demeaning 
emails I wrote, the addictive 

relationships I pursued … 
and the time and effort 
wasted. It’s also a story about 
how I finally decided to 
break the cycle, and how I 
slipped, and how I tried to 
fi nd my way again.” 
 When asked what im-
pelled her to become a 
writer, Resnick answered, 
“Revenge,” and then went 
on to recall, at the age of 
four, pointing her finger 
at her father and telling 
him, “I will write about 
this someday.” “If you’re 
angry, you can channel that 
[through writing] in a beau-
tiful way. You can rewrite 
your own narrative” — a 
narrative, in Resnick’s case, 
dictated by a chaotic child-
hood in a dysfunctional 
family, and where as a child, 
she intuitively began raising 
herself and fi nding her own 
answers. She described the 
events in “Love Junkie” as 

the fallout and aftermath of 
“having raised myself.”
 The epiphany that led 
Resnick to break her ad-
dictive cycle came after a 
boyfriend broke into her 
home and destroyed her 
computer containing an 
unfi nished novel and other 
creative works on the eve of 
Valentine’s Day. A woman 
friend of Resnick’s, upon 
learning of the incident, 
said of the guy, “What a 
psycho.” Resnick said she 
later thought, “So if he’s 
a psycho, aren’t I a psy-
cho too?” That propelled 
Resnick into therapy and 
a 12-step program.
 Resnick said the writ-
ing of “Love Junkie” was 
an emotional journey that 
changed her as she wrote. 
“I did not realize that 
it [writing the memoir] 
would transform me,” she 
recounted. “The writing of 

the book, tunneling down, 
going deeper, became a tool 
for healing. The process of 
writing helped me to learn 
what I think and feel. Even 
if [my] story is extreme, 
people seem to connect 
strongly, and question their 
own romantic histories and 

choices.”
 Resnick holds a B.A. in 
English Literature from Yale 
University and an MFA 
in Creative Writing from 
Vermont College. 
 M a r s h a l l  S m i t h 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 
marshall@towncrier.com. 

Noel Alumit, author of “Talking to the Moon,” answers ques-
tions from the audience regarding his book at B’s Mountain of 
Books during another Idyllwild Authors Series presentation 
Sunday, July 10.     Photo by Cid Castillo

Rachel Resnick
Photo courtesy of 

Theo and Juliet


