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While the light
show in Tuesday !
morning’s sky did
not spark any fires, A=
some damage oc- .
curred throughout :
the Hill. Here,apine =¥*
treeonJohnKing’s
deck hadseveral feet ¢
ofbarkstrippedand
stewn over the deck.
The proximity of
this strike also cost
King his electricity.
Seeweatherstoryon
page 3.
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CHP monitors motorcycles

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

he California High-
way Patrol (CHP) has
been conducting aer-
ial surveillance and patrols
on mountain highways 243
and 74, according to CHP
Public Information Officer
Darren Meyer. He confirmed
that the effort has specifically
targeted motorcyclists.
“Last year we had four
fatalities on these roads,” said
Meyer, “and that is four too
many. Aerial surveillance is
particularly helpful finding
motorcyclists who are cross-
ing over the yellow line. Air
spotters can see that more

clearly than patrol cars.”

Crossing the yellow line,
riding above their experi-
ence levels, and speeding
on unfamiliar mountain
roads are the leading causes
of motorcycle fatalities, said
Meyer.

The sweeps, typically on
Saturday and Sunday morn-
ings, are funded by state
traffic safety grants. This
particular grant expires Sept.
30, said Meyer, but his de-
partment will apply for more
grants in October.

“The goal is for both
motorcycle and car violation
enforcement,” said Meyer,
with sensitivity not to de-
monize cyclists. “Most know

the motorcycle laws,” he said.
“But our job is to educate
people to get more of them
obeying the laws.”

Regular commuters from
Idyliwild to Hemet will no-
tice the recent installation of
rumble strips on the center
line coming into Moun-
tain Center, along with the
painting of large white ar-
rows when passing lanes
narrow on Highway 74 be-
tween Mountain Center and
Hemet.

Meyer said that Caltrans
has certain constraints re-
garding the installation of
specific motorcycle warning
signs. “There are some civil

See Motorcycles, page 8

County budget
IS worsening

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

he Riverside County
Board of Supervi-
sors adopted its 2011-

12 county budget, but the
county’s financial problems
will continue for several
years, according to County
Executive Bill Luna.

The county’s goal to
eliminate a deficit and enact
a budget that is funded by
current revenues without
reliance on reserves was not
achieved and that goal will
not be met next year either,
Luna acknowledged.

“[W]e cannot achieve
structural balance in two
years as originally planned.
We must extend our fiscal
recovery plan,” Luna wrote
the board. “We are facing
a distressing F[iscal] Y[ear]
2012/13 budget gap of over
$80 million and our first
hurdle is substituting for

the $51 million in one-time
money proposed in the cur-
rent year budget”

Consequently, the exist-
ing reserve balance of $125
million is in jeopardy after
next year unless the super-
visors pare costs more or a
recovery suddenly occurs.

Unfortunately, the coun-
ty’s economic consultants
are not optimistic that sig-
nificant fiscal recovery is
imminent.

“[D]ata provided in the
last few weeks from our
economists at California State
University, Fullerton, confirm
negative assessed-valuation
projections over the next two
years,” Luna told the board.
“With state revenue receipts
10 percent ($583 million)
below projections in July, the
reports all suggest we should
anticipate further declines in
county revenue.”

With the budget hole

See County, page 15

Fire fee increase
up Iin smoke

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

espite Gov. Jerry
Brown’s proposals
to amend the re-

cently enacted fire preven-
tion fee, neither the State
Assembly nor Senate could
find a solution that satisfied
the Legislature — Republi-
cans and Democrats.
Consequently, no amend-
ments were enacted in the
Legislature’s final week.
However, H.D. Palmer,

spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Finance, said the
administration still believes
that the law needs some
modifications and enabling
legislation.

Until the Legislature re-
convenes this winter, the
adminstration will continue
to review the July law and
develop the corrections that
it believes will improve the
fee’s usefulness, he added.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.
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News of record

Fire log

Hill fire stations respond-
ed to the following calls,
Monday to Sunday, Sept. 5
to 11, 2011:

Idyllwild Fire Department
and Ambulance

Sept. 5 — Citizen com-
plaint, highways 243 and 74,
Mountain Center.

Sept. 5 — Medical aid,
Highway 243 and Marion
Ridge Drive, Pine Cove.

Sept. 6 — Medical aid,
Highway 243 and Marion
Ridge Drive, Pine Cove.

Sept. 7 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

Sept. 8 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

Sept. 9 — Walk-in medi-
cal aid.

Sept. 10 — Medical
aid, Pine Crest Avenue,
Idyllwild.

Sept. 10 — Walk-in med-
ical aid.

Sept. 10 — Medical aid,
Eagles Nest Road, Pine
Cove.

Sept. 10 — Medical aid,
Highway 243 at Indian Vista
Point. Transport to Hemet
Valley Medical Center.

Sept. 10 — Wildland fire,
S. Snyder Road, Tehachapi.

Sept. 11 — Public ser-
vice, Village Center Drive,
Idyllwild.

Sept. 11 — Public service,
Tollgate Road, Idyllwild.

Sept. 11 — Walk-in med-
ical aid.

Riverside County Fire,
Pine Cove
Log unavailable.

Riverside County Fire,
Garner Valley

Sept. 5 — Wildland Fire,
highways 243 and 74, Moun-
tain Center.

Sept. 7 — Wildland fire,
58000 block of Burnt Valley
Road, Anza.

Sept. 10 — Medical aid,
50000 block of Apple Can-
yon Road, Garner Valley.

Sept. 10 — Debris Fire,
60000 block of Devils Lad-
der Road, Garner Valley.

Sept. 11 — Smoke check,
highways 74 and 371, Para-
dise Corner.

Sept. 11 — Wildland fire,
Highway 74 at mile marker
55.

Riverside County Fire,
Pinyon
Log unavailable.

CHP log

Log unavailable.

Sheriff’s log

The Riverside Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department,
Hemet Station, responded
to the following calls from

See Record, page 22

Cooley sentenced
to 4 years

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

Jeral Steven Cooley, 30,
of Anza, was sentenced to
four years in state prison for
possession of child pornogra-
phy (Penal code 311.11(B)).
Riverside County prosecutor
Cynthia Brewer attempted
to invalidate the original
plea agreement with Cooley
and sought a much stiffer
sentence. Although Judge
Kelly L. Hansen rejected
Brewer’s motion, he issued
the higher limit of four years
in prison.

“By his [Cooley’s] own
admission, it was a matter
of time before he touched
a child,” she said. This is
Cooley’s second convic-
tion for the same charge
in the past four years. On
Aug. 24, he pleaded guilty
and sentencing was set for
Wednesday, Sept. 7.

Prior to the sentencing
hearing, prosecutor Brewer
filed a motion with the court
regarding its power to reject
a plea agreement. Because
the District Attorney’s Indio
office initially filed the case,
Brewer had thought there
were about 90 pornographic
images on his computer. But

before the sentencing date,
an investigator delivered a
copy of Cooley’s hard drive
to her. Brewer soon discov-
ered more than a thousand
images and many, in her
words, were very disturb-
ing.

“l felt morally and ethi-
cally bound to challenge the
agreement,” she explained.
“I've been doing this for 23
years and this is the worst
I’'ve ever seen.”

Although Cooley had two
prior convictions for posses-
sion of child pornography,
he had no prior prison time.
Brewer said the courts often
choose the lower limit when
it is the first time for prison.
For Cooley, this would have
been two years.

Besides the jail time, the
judge ordered Cooley’s com-
puter be seized and the im-
ages be destroyed and also
that he be prohibited from
possessing a computer in the
future.

Cooley was arrested on
Aug. 15. Investigators and of-
ficers with Riverside County’s
multi-agency Sexual Assault
Felony Enforcement (SAFE)
Task Force found child por-
nography in Cooley’s posses-
sion. Cooley was arrested on

idyllwildtowncrier.com

We’re Here For You Idyllwild!

palmsprings

mmmmsubaru

< SUBARU.

2011 SUBARU

OUTBACK

$ PER MONTH LEASE
36 MONTHS / 10,000 MILES PER YEAR
ON APPPROVED CREDIT

$2,999 Down Payment
0 Security Deposit
595 Acquisition Fee
333 1st Mo. Lease
Payment

$3,927 Total due at

o

= All-Wheel Drive standard
= 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
= 6 standard airbags
= 170-hp Subaru Boxer engine
= All-weather package
Stock #: 217142
Vin #: B3439553
Model #: BDD

2.5i

2011 SUBARU

$ PER MONTH LEASE/
36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

ON APPPROVED CREDIT
$1,999 Down Payment
0 Security Deposit

595 Acquisition Fee
239 1st Mo. Lease Payment S0

$2,833 Total due at
lease signing
(*plus tax & license)

2011 SUBARU

$ PER MONTH LEASE/ ’
36 MONTHS/10,000 MILES PER YEAR

ON APPPROVED CREDIT

$1,999 Down Payment

0 Security Deposit

595 Acquisition Fee
287 1st Mo. Lease Payment

$2,881 Total due at
lease signing
(*plus tax

« Automatic

* 4-wheel ABS

* Subaru Boxer engine

= All-Wheel Drive standard

Stock #: 217243
Vin #: BH826257
Model #: BLB

2.5i

* Automatic

= 4-wheel ABS

= Subaru Boxer engine

= All-Wheel Drive standard

* Most award-winning small SUV

2.5x

Stock #: 217208
Vin #: BH758310
Model #: BFB

Anza man guilty
of arson

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

A jury found Joseph A.
Heredia, 35, of Anza, guilty
on three of six filed charges.
Heredia was convicted of ar-
son to an inhabited structure
or property and two counts
of criminal threats.

Sentencing for these
crimes is scheduled for Oct.
28.

The jury found Heredia
not guilty of burglary, threat-
ening the victim, witness or
informant and one count of
criminal threats.

He was arrested in Febru-
ary 2010 and charged with

felony arson on an inhabited
structure in the 52000 block
of Highway 371. He was con-
fined to Riverside County
jail through the trial, which
started on Aug. 18 and lasted
nine days. The jury began
deliberating on Sept. 6 and
reached its verdicts one day
later, Wednesday, Sept. 7.

Heredia has two prior
convictions for misdemean-
or battery. The first inci-
dent occurred in 2006 and
the second a year later. He
pleaded guilty to both in
2008.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.

felony charges of possession
of child pornography and
for violating the terms and
conditions of his parole.

He had been jailed at the
Riverside County Sheriff’s
Department Southwest De-
tention Center in Murrieta
without bail.

In 2007, Cooley was ar-
rested on a similar charge,
to which he pleaded guilty.

The SAFE Task Force is
a collaboration of multi-
disciplined law enforcement
agencies focused on reducing
incidents of sexual assault
countywide by means of
comprehensive registered
sex offender monitoring and
enforcement.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.

Idyllwild Weather

From the National Weather Service

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
9/15 9/16 9/17 9/18 9/19
82/53 | 80/53 | 80/53 | 87/56 | 88/56

Mostly sunny. Sunny. Sunny. Sunny. Sunny.

Idyllwild this year
Date High Low M S

9-5 na na
9-6 na na
9-7 88 54
9-8 86 56
9-9 86 54
9-10 81 57
9-11 na na

Moisture in inches
To date this season (ldy):
To date last season (ldy):
Total last season (Idy):
To date this season (PC):
Total last season (PC):

.84
.10
29.38
1.43
36.11

TEMPERATURES AND 24-HOUR moisture and
snow totals for Idyllwild are recorded daily at 4 p.m.

Idyllwild last year
High Low M S

89 54
85 54
78 49
73 46
64 34
78 38
83 43

Snow in inches
To date this season (ldy): 0
To date last season (Idy): 0
Total last season (Idy): 44.9
To date this season (PC): 0
Total last season (PC): 78.5

at the Idyllwild Fire Station. Pine Cove totals are

Q — & license) measured by resident George Tate, also at 4 p.m.
s W Moisture inches include all precipitation such as rain,
melted hail and melted snow.

Weather season is July 1 to June 30. For Hill
road conditions and Hill weather, visit the Internet
at http://www.idyllwildtowncrier.com or call Caltrans

road update at 1-800-427-7623.

lease signing
(*plus tax &
license)

*Tax, title, license and registration fees not included. Payments based on 10,000 miles/year. Total due at signing includes Customer down payment,
1st lease payment and may include $595 Acquisition Fee. Available through Sept. 30, 2011.

Located in the Cathedral City Auto Center on Hwy 111 and Perez Road ¢ 67-925 East Palm Canyon
(760) 318-4700 = www.palmsprings.subaru.com
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Outside Idyllwild

By Bruce Watts

Where are they now again ...

It is time once again to check in with
the Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) hikers, most of
whom are nearing the end of their journey. §/
A quick check on trialjournals.com reveals
that most of the remaining hikers are now
counting the miles in hundreds instead of thousands and
almost all the recent posts are from Washington state.

The current temperatures are unseasonably warm and
those carrying ultralite sleeping bags are happy with the
lack of sub-freezing temperatures and no snowfalls to
deal with yet.

Of course, the attrition rate has been very high. At
this point more hikers are off the trail than on.

One couple, “Balls” and “Sunshine,” whom | remember
from town were at White Pass on Friday. They have only
350 miles to go at this point. Like all successful thru-
hikers, their emotions about completing their journey
are mixed. Finishing a thru-hike is a feeling of great
joy, relief and a bit of sadness realizing that the “real”
world awaits.

Some of the hikers mention spending all day hanging
around grocery stores in an attempt to eat their fill; but
at this point they simply can not eat enough calories to
keep the weight on. Most will look like they just escaped
from a Russian gulag. Others are quoting Biblical scrip-
ture or talking about feeling electrons running through
high-voltage wires.

“Buffalo Jump Sly” was also in the White Pass area
last Wednesday and mentioned crossing snow and ice
fields which have plagued the hikers since they entered
the Sierras. Luckily, he still has his micro spikes.

“Hawkeye” achieved his second triple crown with the
completion of the PCT on Aug. 14. The triple crown is
hiking the Appalachian, Continental Divide and Pacific
Crest trails. That is quite the accomplishment as we are
talking about well over 10,000 miles of hiking. Of course
everything is relative — “Billy Goat” has surpassed 30,000
trail miles as of last year.

“Picker,” a hiker who had been on the trail for 134
days as of Sept. 7, talks of being kept awake all night
by a moose’s high-pitched screaming and the sound of
breaking twigs as the moose walked around his camp-
site. He only has two more weeks before he finishes the
PCT.

“Rusticus,” one of the faster hikers, finished the trail
on Aug. 27 after doing a 40-mile day. | don’t know how
anyone can hike 40 miles in a day but it seems that it
is not that unusual for thru-hikers. One woman just
finished the Appalachian Trail after averaging about 47
miles per day, for a new record time.

This is only information on a few hikers that have
finished or are still out on the trail. I am sure there are
lots of posts on other sites that | have not checked.

The story remains the same, however. It takes a lot
of perserverence, stamina and determination to be a
thru- hiker. Add to that the good luck of staying injury-
free and having the support from loved ones and trail
angels.

Most of the hikers left on the trail will be finishing
in the next three weeks but as one man said, “It is the
journey, not the destination, that is important.”

Mowntein Meadow Sebool

Nursery School Program

Monday - Thursday 9-1:00
For Children Ages 3-6

Creatively explore all curriculum
3 4, areas through art, music, movement,
_ L=< storytelling, gardening, and nature
,gé il == exploration. A magical learning
/% ?\ﬁ’ environment for children of all ages!

Creative Art Classes
Mon-Thurs 3:00-5:00 PM
For Children Ages 6 and Up

Call Teacher Denise 951 -659-4744

Lightning and thunder
waken the village

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

Light sleepers and late
nighters enjoyed a loud
and brilliant light show in
the early morning hours
Tuesday. Thunder bellowed
for hours and the lightning
resembled the strobe lights
at a discotheque.

More than 400 strikes
occurred on the Hill, but as
of 8 a.m. none had triggered
a fire response, according to
San Jacinto Ranger District
Fire Chief Dan Felix.

The storm knocked the
Fern Valley Water District
filtration plant out of com-
mission, according to Steve

Erler, general manager. He
expects a transducer will
have to be replaced. Neither
Idyllwild nor Pine Cove
water districts incurred any
storm damage.

By 6 a.m. rain had begun
to fall. The Forest Service’s
Keenwild weather station re-
corded .55 inches by 8 a.m.
Since July 1, the total rain
fall recorded at Keenwild has
been 2.02 inches.

By Sept. 16, 2010, the
Idyllwild Fire Station had
record only .1 inches of rain
and only .29 inches by Sept.
16, 2009.

Despite the dry summer
and early fall, total rain

See Storm, page 22

Comarostaphylis diversifolia is a species

of shrub in the heath family known by the
common name “Summer holly.” Native to
Southern California and Northern Baja Cal-
ifornia’s coastal chaparral habitat, it grows
slowly to 12 inches tall and 8 feet wide or
slightly larger. This shrub needs good drain-
age and indirect water if planted out of its
range. It resembles a manzanita with berries
similar to those on a madrone tree or a funny
looking toyon. The fall fruit is a bright red,
juicy drupe with a bumpy skin. It is hardy to
10 degrees Fahrenheit or slightly lower.

Photo courtesy of Harold Voorheis

RMRU rescues hiker
on Marion Mountain

By J.P. Crumrine
Editor

On Sept. 10, 2011, at
4 p.m., deputies from the
Riverside County Sheriff’s
Department responded
to the area of the Mari-
on Mountain Trail near
Idyllwild. California State
Parks staff had received in-
formation that a hiker had
been injured on the trail
and contacted the Sheriff’s
Department to mobilize the
Riverside County Mountain
Rescue Unit (RMRU).

Les Walker and Don
Goetz, RMRU members,
and Robert Peek and Sue

Neary, California State Park
rangers, began their search
from the Marion Mountain
campground.

After going about a mile
up the mountain, the rescu-
ers encountered the hiker
and her male companion.

She had a severely lacer-
ated leg wound, according to
Walker. After examining and
re-bandaging the wound, the
two hikers were escorted to
the campground where an
Idyllwild Fire Department
ambulance took them to
Hemet Hospital with non-
life-threatening injuries.

Email J.P. Crumrine at
jp@towncrier.com.
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PROPANE SERVICE
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251

925-2163

CA 413628 DOT 2147567

DPiamond Valley

ﬁ

Dijiamond Valley
Union

PROPANE SERVICE

°S1925-2163

Thain,

NaT
LURUEFIEN PETROLERM GAS

71 3308 W. FLORIDA AVE., HEMET, CA 92545

Diamond Valley Union 76 is proud to announce that we are

Now Serving the Idyllwild Area!

If you own your own tank or want one from us, we can save you
money on your propane needs this winter. and all year long.
Call to get on our route and save!!!

Call us today & plan your winter needs: (951) 925-2163
3308 West Florida Ave. Hemet, CA 92545
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ldyllwild Fire responds to grand jury report

By J.P.Crumrine
Editor

The Idyllwild Fire Protec-
tion District (IFPD) commis-
sion adopted its response to
the June grand jury report on
the fire district and President
Pete Capparelli signed the
letter the same evening.

Three commissioners
—Capparelli, Vice President
Paul Riggi and Treasurer
Ben Killingsworth — unani-
mously agreed to the lan-
guage in their response to
the grand jury at a special
meeting, Wednesday, Sept. 7.
Commissioners Dr. Charles
“Chip” Schelly and Jeannine
Charles-Stigall were absent.

The commission ada-
mantly stood by its position
that further research or
analysis of alternatives for
providing local fire or emer-
gency medical service would
be a waste of resources. The
commission firmly argues
that there are no alternatives
that would be less costly
than the current district,
whose annual budget is

about $1.7 million.

“As stewards of the tax-
payers money, it would be
irresponsible of IFPD to
pay an analytical firm to tell
us whether a volunteer fire
department would cost less
than a paid fire department,
therefore we reject the sug-
gestion,” the district wrote in
its reply to the grand jury.

“The obvious question
is — what more does the
public need to know in
order to decide whether
or not it would be in our
community’s best interest
to disband IFPD and hire
RCFD (CAL FIRE) to take
over our fire district? The
answer is simple; IFPD of-
fers more service for less
money,” they continued.
“Spending taxpayer dollars
on a redundant study to the
2008 grand jury follow-up
meeting would be a waste
of valuable funds. The public
has access to IFPD’s budget
as well as RCFD’s budget on
line and can make these com-
parisons independently.”

The response to the grand

Only in Idyllwild

While traveling down Tollgate, a vehicle was stopped
ahead for no apparent reason. Ahh ... but the reason soon
appeared when mom, pop, aunt, uncle and all the babies
in the “Tollgate Quail Family” crossed the road.

In the city, pedestrians are frequently ignored as they
attempt to cross the street. But in Idyllwild, quail, deer,
squirrels and other living things are treated with respect
and common courtesy. Only in Idyllwild.

Stacey Grant
Idyliwild

“Only in Idyllwild” may be sent one of four ways: e-mail
to beth@towncrier.com, call 659-2145, Ext. 17, fax to 659-
2071 or drop off at the office, 54295 Village Center Drive.

Announcement notices

A 250-word announcement plus a photograph
costs $39. Additional words are 10 cents each. An
obituary notice is also published online without the
photo at http://idyllwildtowncrier.com/obituaries.

For more information and a form, call Shane

Fender at (951) 659-2145.

-Roby Gray

Construction Co.

General Gontractor
Fine Home Building - Remodels
Decks - Additions - Doors -

[961) 6693307

Windows

P.0. Box 3227
Idyllwild, GA 92549
SLB 5865856

Est. 1990

jury finding and recom-
mendation regarding the
potential conflict of Schelly
serving as commissioner
while a current paid-call
firefighter is still open. IFPD
has asked both the state At-
torney General’s office and
the Riverside County District
Attorney’s office to proffer
opinions on the situation.
As of the meeting, nei-
ther had responded to Cap-
parelli. The commission did
not take a specific position,
although the views of some
individual commissioners
are well-known. Schelly’s
position and response to
the commission and grand
jury were published in last

week’s paper.

In response to the com-
ments about the district’s
financial bookkeeping sys-
tems, the commission ac-
knowledged the past prob-
lems but said they have been
corrected since the former
bookkeeping service was
terminated.

“The main reason for
these problems is the inad-
equate work done by our
former bookkeeping service,”
was IFPD’s defense.

However, Craig and Jan-
ice Coopersmith, owners
of The Family Business,
IFPD’s former bookkeepers,
prepared their own response
to the grand jury and took

exception to the commission
laying blame with them.

They explained their role
and the history of perfor-
mance without complaint
until the final year of service,
which ended May 2010. They
stated that checking account
details and reconciliations
were available in advance of
every meeting, among several
other financial steps such
as performing double-entry
accounting.

“We were saddened that
our decade-plus-long rela-
tionship with IFPD came
to the conclusion which it
did, but we will not sit by
and allow certain commis-
sioners to make untrue and

inaccurate statements about
our services in order to hide
their shortcomings,” Craig
said to the grand jury.

Regarding the Brown
Act, the commission stated,
“There is no disputing the
fact that training regarding
the provisions of the Brown
Act has been lacking.”

But the commission has
had two training sessions
in the past two years and
Killingsworth offered to send
his colleagues a section of the
Brown Act monthly and fol-
low up with study questions
later.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.

Classes for caregivers of the elderly

A series of free workshops designed for those who
are caregivers for the elderly are being offered by the
Riverside County Office on Aging in many areas of
Riverside County. The closest location is at the San
Jacinto Community Center, located at 625 South Pico in
San Jacinto. Workshops there will be held on from 1 to
3 p.m. every Tuesday until Oct. 4. Limited respite care
and transportation to the workshops may be available.
To register for the workshops, or for information on
workshops in other areas, call The Riverside County
Office on Aging Family Caregiver Support Program
(951) 867-3800.

Town Hall

Kelly Wills, Rebecca Odum, Amy Righetti and GeGe Beagle

SCHEDULE

PRESCHOOL
Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

KINDERS
Mon.-Fri., 12-5:30 p.m.
AFTER SCHOOL (1st-8th grades)
Mon.-Fri. 2:45-5:30 p.m.
Bus passes available at Idyllwild School.
COLLEGE & VOCATIONAL INVITATIONAL
At the Promenade Mall.

Call before Sept. 21.
Town Hall will provide transportation.

Questions? Call GeGe at our new number

659-2638

|
J

Competitors sought for ‘OLDlympics’

The Valley-Wide Recreation & Park District is seeking
competitors, age 50 and up, for its 27th-annual OLDIlym-
pics Competition for Active Seniors, 19 events over the
course of 18 days climaxed by a Gala Awards Banquet.

Events range from those involving brain over brawn,
such as bridge and Scrabble to the athletic, such as horse-
shoes, golf, bench press and lawn bowling.

The OLDIlympics will take place Sept. 17 through Oct.
4 at various locations in and around Hemet.

For information, call Valley-Wide at (951) 487-9234.

[DYLLWILD MASSAGE THERAPY
Serving Idyllwild and San Diego

INGTeat Massage at a
GreatilryivMe” Price: $49%
54790 N e D

Idyllwild,
92549

£ omassagebykare l.com
wiwvldyllwildmassag

619-646-0603

Antiques © Collectibles
Gift Items

Furniture
Local Art

Mile Hi Plaza
54325 North Circle Dr. ~ Suites 105 & 106, PO Box 1844
Idyllwild, CA 92549 951-659-5118
Donna Barucza Lori Parker

STUMP

GRINDING

Dave Sandlin
(951) 659-3528
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Community calendar

For the Idyllwild Arts &
Entertainment Calendar, see
“On the Town,” on page 10.

Wednesday, Sept 14

* Alcoholics  Anonymous,
7 a.m. Shiloh Christian Minis-
tries, 54968 Upper Pine Crest
Ave.; noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6
p.m., Spiritual Living Center,
women only, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard Building).

* Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 am. American Legion Post
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

* Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844.

* Pine Cove Water District-
board meeting, 10 a.m. PCWD,
24917 Marion Ridge Rd., Pine
Cove.

* La Leche League, 10 a.m.
Call 659-8321.

« Community Church Guild,
noon. Church, 54400 North
Circle Dr.

* Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m.  Spirit
Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.

* AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest
Ave.

* Mountain Disaster Pre-
paredness board meeting, 6-
7:30 p.m. Crekstone Inn, 54950
Pine Crest Ave.

* Anza Municipal Advisory
Council, 7 p.m. Anza Commu-
nity Building, 56630 Hwy. 371.

+ Codependents Anonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr.
(the Courtyard Building).

Thursday, Sept 15

¢ Idyllwild Business Round-
table, 8 a.m. Bluebird Inn, Con-
ference Room, 26620 Saddle Dr.

* Women’s Bible Study, 10
a.m.-noon. Chapel in the Pines
Church office, 29430 Hwy. 243,
Mountain Center.

¢ Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.

* Lemon Lily Festival Steer-

ing Committee, 1 p.m. Idyllwild
Nature Center, 25225 Hwy. 243.

* Lake Hemet Municipal
Water District meeting, 3 p.m.
LHMWD office, 26385 Fairview
Ave., Hemet.

* High Valleys Water District,
6 p.m. HYWD office, 47781
Twin Pines Rd., Twin Pines.

» Narcotics Anonymous,
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Living Cen-
ter, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the
Courtyard Building).

Friday, Sept 16

» Fern Valley Water District
board meeting, 9 am. FVWD
board room, 55790 South Circle
Dr.

o Idyliwild  Play  Group,
10:30 a.m. Call Jenny Stepien
at (760) 445-6325 or email
jennyleeslater@yahoo.com  for
information and location.

* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
Pick-a-stick candlelight, 7:30
p.m. Idyllwild Community Pres-
byterian Church, Manse Alcove,
Fellowship Hall, 54400 North
Circle Dr.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step program. BBQ
6-7 p.m.; Open Share meeting
7-9 p.m. Former Morning Sky
School, 29375 Hwy. 243, Moun-
tain Center. Child care available.
Call 659-0097 for information.

Saturday, Sept 17

« Stand in Silence Vigil for
Peace, Justice and Nonviolence,
noon. Town center at “Harmo-
ny” monument. Call 659-2718.

* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.;
7:30 p.m. Community Pres-
byterian Church, Fellowship
Hall, 54400 North Circle Dr.

* Idyllwild GayPotluck,6 p.m.
Email scottandgregg@verizon.
net for location.

Sunday, Sept. 18

» Peace Meditation Practice,
10 a.m. Tibetan Buddhist Dhar-
ma Center, 53191 Mountain
View, Pine Cove.

* Teen Group, 10-11:30 a.m.
Spiritual Living Center, Church
of Religious Science, 26120

Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard
Building).

* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
12x12 Book Study closed meet-
ing, noon. Idyllwild Water Dis-
trict, 25945 Hwy. 243; 5 p.m,,
Rancho Encino Mountain Club,
45915 Orchard Road, Poppet
Flat, across from CAL FIRE Sta-

tion 6.
o Al-Anon  “Mixed Nuts”
open meeting, 6-7:30 p.m.

Spiritual Living Center, 26120
Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard
Building).

Monday, Sept 19

« Alcoholics Anonymous
women’s meeting (open), 9 a.m.
Call (619) 895-0934 for loca-
tion.

* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon & 7 p.m. St. Hugh's Epis-
copal Church, 25525 Tahquitz
Dr.

* Idyllwild Community
Meditation, Session I: 5:30-6:30
p.m.; Session Il: 6:45-8 p.m.

Idyllwild Yoga Studio. Call Val at
659-5750 for information.

e Chamber of Commerce,
6 p.m. lydllwild Water district
board room, 25945 Hwy. 243.

» Garner Valley Property
Owners Association, 7 p.m.
Garner Valley Common, 61600
Devil’s Ladder Rd.

Tuesday, Sept 20

* Mountain  Communities
Fire Safe Council public board
meeting, 9:30 a.m. Mountain
Resource Center, 25830 Frank-
lin Dr., Call 659-5208 for infor-
mation.

» Camp Alandale’s Friends 4
Orphans, 10 a.m. 25420 Lodge
Rd.

* Alcoholics ~ Anonymous,
noon. St. Hugh's Episcopal

Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr,;
AA Open Meeting & Big Book
Study, 6-7 p.m., Spiritual Living
Center, Church of Religious Sci-
ence, 26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the
Courtyard Building).

¢ International Healing
Rooms of Idyllwild, 5-7 p.m.
Shiloh Christian  Ministries,
54960 Pine Crest Ave.

» Cancer Self-help Group,
5:30 p.m. Call 659-6262.

* Hemet Unified School Dis-
trict board meeting, 6:30 p.m.
HUSD offices, 1791 W. Acacia
Ave., Hemet.

* Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered 12-Step Study meeting,
6:30-8 p.m. Former Morning
Sky School, 29375 Hwy. 243,
Mountain Center. Call 659-0097
for information.

* ldyllwild Right to Life, 7
p.m. Call 659-5228 for location.

o Idyllwild Water District
board meeting, 7 p.m. IWD
board room, 25945 Hwy. 243.

Wednesday, Sept 21

¢ Alcoholics Anonymous, 7
a.m. Shiloh Christian Minis-
tries, 54968 Upper Pine Crest
Ave.; noon. St. Hugh’s Episcopal
Church, 25525 Tahquitz Dr.; 6
p.m., Spiritual Living Center,
women only, 26120 Ridgeview
Dr. (the Courtyard Building).

* Idyllwild Rotary Club, 7:30-
9 am. American Legion Post
800, 54360 Marion View Dr.

» Town Crier News Meeting,
public welcome, 8:30 a.m. Café
Aroma, 54750 North Circle Dr.

» Creekside Writers, 9 a.m.-
noon. Call 659-2844,

» Garner Valley Book Club,
10:30 a.m. Call 659-6049 for lo-
cation.

* Awareness Meditation
Group, 5-5:30 p.m.  Spirit

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES TO MEET YOUR NEEDS

Hiring Solo and Team Drivers in Dedicated, Intermodal
and Var {OTR, Regional, Teams, Western Regional) Divisions

Full- and Part-time Positions Available
Fuperiensed Drivars/Recent Driving Schoo! Grads Walcome

Inexperienced? Take advartage of Schneider's Tuition Reimbursement
program and get your TDL at a local driv

sehoo!

S/

N\

leb are Beth and Bill Morrill.

Mountain Retreat, 25661 Oak-
wood St. Call 659-2523.

« AWANA for ages 3 to fifth-
graders, 5:45-8 p.m. Idyllwild
Bible Church, 54400 Pine Crest
Ave.

+ Codependents Anonymous
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Spiritual Liv-
ing Center, Church of Religious
Science, 26120 Ridgeview Dr.
(the Courtyard Building).

Community service hours

+ California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection
(bark beetle issues), 8 a.m.-5
p.m. Monday-Friday. Mountain
Resource Center 25380 Franklin
Dr., 659-3335.

* Chamber of Commerce,
54325 North Circle Dr., 12-3
p-m. Monday-Saturday. 659-
3259.

Broker/Agent Caleb Kirk, far Ieft and wife KeIIy
hosted an outdoor reception to celebrate the grand
opening of Custom Choice Insurance Services located
on North Circle Drive in Idyllwild. Chatting with Ca-

Photo by Cid Castillo

o Idyllwild HELP Center,
26330 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-
noon & 1-3:30 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday. 659-2110.

o Idyllwild Area Historical
Museum, 54470 North Circle
Dr., 11 am.-4 p.m. Saturday
& Sunday. Group tours by ap-
pointment. 659-2717.

o Idyllwild Library, 54185
Pine Crest Ave., 10 am.-6 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Friday,
10 am.-4 p.m. Saturday, 659-
2300.

o Idyllwild Nature Center,
25225 Highway 243, 9 a.m.-4:30
p.m. Tuesday-Sunday.  659-
3850.

o Idyllwild Transfer Station,
28100 Saunders Meadow Rd, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Thursday-Mon-
day; Grinding Facility, 8 am.-4
p.m. Monday-Friday.

Idylwild

Trousand Txails -

America’s Finest Family Camping & RV Resort

Horseback Riding
Hiking Trails
Fishing
Swimming Pool

N | There is always something to do
HEMET VALLEY MORTUARY [ - Thoneand Trals”
Dignified = Caring = Professional
Family Operated
e Complete Funeral Arrangeme%ts and Cremation Services OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

* Pre-Arrangement Counseling

* Out-Of-Town Arrangements Looking forward to seeing you

e Riverside National Cemetery
Lic# FD 833 Finer Service At Lower Cost Matthew & Vicki McWane here at our wonderful preserve!

403 N. San Jacinto St. (951) 658-4433 « Hemet, Calif. 92543 7 (95 ]_) 659-4137

Thousand Trails Offers:

Horseshoe Pits

Adult Center
Basketball Court
Shuffle Board
Volleyball Court
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(951) 659-2145

or toll-free:
1-888-535-6663
Fax: (951) 659-2071
E-mail: itc@towncrier.com
Website:

www.idyllwildtowncrier.com

When to reach us

OFFICE HOURS
9a.m.-5p.m.
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.
Closed Weds., Sat. & Sun.

DEADLINES MONDAY
News Items — 10 a.m.
Classified Ads — Noon
Display Ads — Noon
u
Grace Reed
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J.P. Crumrine
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Halie Johnson
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u

Marshall Smith
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Sandy Burns
Classified, Service Directory
& Legal Sales Advisor
James Larkin
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Becky Farthing
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Beth Nottley
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We assume no responsibility
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The IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER
(USPS 635260) is published week-
ly for $29 per year in county and
$33 per year out of county by the
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER, P.O.
Box 157, 54295 Village Center
Dr., Idyllwild, CA 92549. Periodi-
cal postage paid at Idyllwild, CA.
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above address. Please allow up
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effect.

POSTMASTER:

Send address changes to
IDYLLWILD TOWN CRIER, P.O.
Box 157, Idyllwild, CA 92549.

All contents of the Idyllwild
Town Crier are copyrighted by
the Idyllwild Town Crier. Per copy,
75 cents (tax included). Single
mailing of newspaper, $2.50.

This newspaper is printed
on recycled paper.

Initial thoughts

Another grand jury report ...

Twice in three years, a Riverside County
grand jury has issued a report on the
Idyllwild Fire Protection District (IFPD).

Neither report addresses mistakes or

)4 failures in fighting fires. But both commented

on how the agency is managed.

One recommendation appears in both
reports. Two separate grand juries recommended that
IFPD look at the costs of its services — firefighting and
emergency medical.

In 2008, the former commission dismissed the report
as merely recommendations to which it did not have to
attend.

Last week, the current commission (at least three of
the five commissioners) told the grand jury there was
no need for this information. They were confident and
assured the grand jury that no other entity could provide
these services for less money. That may be true.

But the time has come for IFPD to truly examine its
costs and how they will be paid for in the future.

By the time you read this column, IFPD’s regular Sep-
tember meeting will be over. It was held Tuesday night,
Sept. 13.

The third item for action, “Borrowing funds from
County” is not unexpected. As | write, | do not know
how the commission disposed of this item.

At the August meeting, Treasurer Ben Killingsworth
reported IFPD’s total cash balance was about $300,000 and
$125,000 was set aside for benefits. The total July revenues
were $43,000 and expenditures exceeded $160,000.

The agency’s largest revenue source is property taxes.
Since these funds don’t arrive until December and January,
it was easy to estimate that IFPD would need an infusion
of cash, unexpectedly high ambulance revenue, or to close
the doors.

Years ago, IFPD used loans based on anticipated tax
receipts as a bridge from July until tax revenues arrived in
December. This practice stopped because the agency had
sufficient funds for its expenses until December. But then,
the annual expenditures were less than total revenues.

The supposed salvation, Measure G, has been rejected.
Voters said to the commission, “We don’t believe you!”

Bailout aren’'t gifts. Ask the New York city officials
during the 1970s or the Greek government today.

Dealing with and reversing deficit spending is the
principal issue of government at all levels. The federal
“Super Committee” is assessing more cuts, CAL FIRE’s
budget was cut, and read the story on page 1 about the
county budget deficits.

It's time to look forward, if the district and its missions
are to be saved, we need to know why the costs are at
the level they are and what options are available to either
lower these costs or raise more money.

A year ago, IFPD raised its ambulance fees. The
justification was because IFPD had the lowest rates of
any district between Pinyon and Lake Arrowhead. They
presented no financial analysis of their cost to provide
emergency medical services or whether these increased
rates would cover the costs.

It’s time to stop blaming. Don’t blame the former book-
keepers, the former auditors or the former commissioners,
and don’t blame the current gang. Even the failed effort
to secure Measure G is demonstration of their effort to
fulfill their responsibility.

But it is time to evaluate these costs and justify every
penny, then they can discuss the options publicly. It's
time to think outside the box. If they believe that new
ambulances are a capital priority, why hasn’'t the com-
mission approached County Service Area 38, a customer
that pays for IFPD’s ambulance service and has cash.

But planting a flag in the sand and simply declaring
that no one can do it for less, but we need their money
to do it ourselves, undermines the commission’s credibilty.
It's time to find creative and successful solutions.

J.P., Editor

Readers
write

How happy we
are to live in
Idyllwild

Editor:

Let’s keep this simple.
Very complicated talk about
recreation [including Riv-
erside County’s] Economic
Development Agency (EDA),
Idyllwild Community Recre-
ation Council (ICRC), and
County Service Area (CSA)
36 [Idyliwild].

This letter is only for
Idyllwild [residents], not
Pine Cove or Mountain
Center. CSA 36 doesn'’t trust
ICRC, ICRC doesn’t trust
CSA 36 or EDA, and EDA
used to trust ICRC, but not
now.

They terminated them
[Terminated the recreation
management contract as
of Aug. 1.] Terminated, it’s
starting to sound like a mov-
ie. (Oops, Idyllwild Com-
munity Center (ICC) just
popped up, a new branch
of ICRC.)

Please don't just turn it
off in disgust, they’ve got big
plans that are going to affect
us, our children, and our
children’s children. ICRC is
still fighting. Their popular-
ity has taken a big hit; many
of us blame them for losing
local control of Town Hall,
for not serving the needs
of the entire community
during their four-year rule.
But they still are a power-
broker.

[The donor of the ICC
property] gave them a big
piece of land right at our
town’s center. Why did he
give it to a private com-
pany (ICRC)? Why not an
organization with a publicly
elected board? These are
questions only [the donors]
can answer, to this and fu-
ture generations.

They’re moving quickly
now. They want to get their
stakes in the ground so they
can hold it. Their plans
for us keep changing, but
now they’re talking modular
buildings. Modular build-
ings, right along Strawberry
Creek. Please, don't destroy
the beauty of Idyllwild!

Let’s get back to recre-
ation. How many of us at-
tend the wonderful summer
concerts. Large audiences,
meeting neighbors under
the trees and stars, children
playing; what a wonderful
location. How happy we are

Mr. Funny Guy

by Chris Fisher

Yov INSPIRE ME. YESTERDAY ‘Yov WERE
JUST A SocK. TODAY... LooK How

\FAR You HAVE comE! J

to live in Idyllwild.

But here comes ICRC,
with their plans. Tear down
the trees; build an 18,000-
square-foot center (with a
large indoor pool, gym and
auditorium).

These guys want real-
estate development. But
there’s plenty of vacant
buildings elsewhere — just
rent one.

Take a poll from the large
crowd at one of the summer
concerts. How many would
be regular attendees to a
community center? See how
many would come to a park
— their kids, teens, seniors
and visitors.

Let me add that a park
on Strawberry Creek would
be a landmark for Idyllwild.
The cultivated vegetation
would be glorious. It would
help our struggling local
businesses. It would pro-
mote visitors and provide
jobs.

Norm Cassen
Idyllwild

Thank you for
your help

Editor:

Idyllwild Arts fully un-
derstands the entire process
outlined in the recent letter
from Susan Nash, and has in
the past and will in the future
comply with every expecta-
tion of the county planning
and approval process.

We thank her for her
interest and welcome her
comments during the public
notice phase of our latest
master plan revision.

Brian D. Cohen
President
Idyllwild Arts

Reflections on the
9/11 anniversary

Editor:

A quote | found before
the lraq war started rings
especially true today.

This is from Dolia Gon-
zales, then age 73, upon

See Letters, page 22

com).

How to get a letter published

The Town Crier welcomes letters reflecting all
opinions. Letters should be concise and to the point.
They should be no longer than 400 words. Letters
must be typewritten, double-spaced and in upper/
lower case (not in all caps). Letters must be signed
(unless e-mailed) and must be identified with the
writer’s name, address and weekday phone number.

Exceptions: Anonymous letters will not be accepted.
Letters of thanks are not accepted. A special adver-
tising rate is available for thank-you letters. Political
letters cost 10 cents per word.

We reserve the right to reject or edit letters for
length, taste, clarity or frequency of submission. Let-
ters do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Town
Crier staff. Letters may be submitted in person, by
mail, by fax (659-2071) or by e-mail (itc@towncrier.
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Town talk

Off the leash

By Cid Castillo, Staff Photographer
Which do you think is more dangerous:
motorcycles racing on Hwy. 243 or people
on their phones texting or talking while
driving?

Gloria Perez Phillip Canady
Perez Cleaning Services Construction
Idyllwild Idyllwild

“The riders are focused.
True, they're risk-takers but
they don’t want to get hurt.

If you are on your cell,
your mind is in two places,

you're not focused.”

“People on their phones.
Once you answer the phone
your mind is somewhere
else and you're not paying
attention to your driving.”

>y
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Barnaby Finc
Musician
Idyllwild

“Groups of motorcycles
driving at high speeds up
and down the mountain

are dangerous. Due to the
low speed [limits] in town,
using your cell is almost
negligible.”

Monica Sierras

Homemaker
Idyllwild
“Just recently, a guy in a
big SUV was texting on
Hwy. 243, crossed the dou-
ble yellow line and almost
hit us head-on. Definitely
texting while driving.”

Supervisor Stone cancels meeting

Third District County Supervisor Jeff Stone has canceled
his meeting in Idyllwild for September. He will resume his
regular schedule of meeting with Idyllwild-area residents
in October.

Supervisor Stone is still available to meet with con-
stituents in his Hemet office. To make an appointment,
call 1-866-383-2203.

LIFE”

Drawing by: Emie Maxwell

By Conor O’Farrell

What me worry? Yes ...

I worry. Sometimes | worry too much. |
get a thought in my head and | become like
a pit bull, I can't let it go.

It's not good for me. In the past, it has
caused me, and those close to me, problems. | |
think it's because | have lousy denial mecha-
nisms.

Woody Allen once said, “In order to be happy in life
one must have either strong denial mechanisms or religious
faith, I have none therefore | contemplate suicide on a daily
basis.” I have religious faith, but lousy denial mechanisms
sometimes get the best of me.

Lately I've been worrying about the shape of our de-
mocracy, not so much for me, but for my kids. What to
do?

We Americans are like a couple that got so wrapped up
in their lives that they neglected the house they lived in.
Now their house is in such disrepair, they don’t know where
to begin rebuilding it to its former glory. We've turned the
house over to squatters who haven't treated it well. So how
do we get the house back and start the needed repairs?

I'm quite overwhelmed by the prospects. A friend of
mine suggests that | should think locally. Local, local, lo-
cal were his words. Not bad advice. | could have a much
greater impact on the results and | would find it more

manageable. But, | still worry about the big picture — after
all, Washington’s actions affect us all.

The election machine is firing up and next year we will
elect a new president or re-elect the one we've got. From
where | stand, the field looks bleak. Though | admire the
Tea Party’s passion, | think their answers are disastrous, and
the Tea Party seems to be driving the Republican train.

| bought into President Obama’s call for hope, but have
seen little change. Hope that’s not rooted in reality is no
hope at all. So, what to do?

The choices we make matter, maybe more now than
they have in a long time. Here is a small list of the issues
that matter to me: an inordinate amount of corporate
influence in government, unsustainable wars in the Middle
East, turning our back on the environment for the sake of
money, a diminishing middle class.

I'm sure you each have your own list. Whatever that
list is, | hope we all do our research. | hope we all inform
ourselves to help us make the best choice. We have a year
to prepare.

We're all Americans, come together and talk, not as
Democrats or Republicans or Independents, but as Ameri-
cans. Let’s venture outside of our comforts zones.

“Iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance
of his friend” Proverbs 27:17 Stay sharp! And try not to
worry. | will if you will.

Chief’s Corner

By IFPD Fire Chief Norm Walker

The chief is out ...

Editor’s note: In his August column, Chief
Walker wrote about his first-hand observations
of the Wallow Fire, which occurred in Arizona
during May through July.

Unfortunately, the chief could not prepare
a September column because his Interagency
Management Team was summoned to the Umpgua Complex
Fire in Oregon. At 680 acres, the Umpgua Complex includes
multiple fires on the Diamond Lake Ranger District and
in the Steamboat drainage on the North Umpqua Ranger
District.

The following is brief report of his first days there.

The fire camp (which was only completed late yesterday)
is located at the historical Toketee Airstrip on the Diamond
Lake Ranger District of the Umpqua National Forest.

The complex consists of eight lightning-caused fires
ranging in size from 5 acres to 250 acres and we have
approximately 500 firefighters assigned.

The trees here average 150 to 200 feet tall and run from
500 to 1,000 stems per acre of old growth. Progress is

See Chief, page 22

Thank you, Marsha, for

guiding us to such success

with the 2011 Jazz in the
Pines Festival.

— The Jazz in the Pines Committee
s; "-::.\_
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Governor vetoes
stiffer cell phone fines

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Governor Jerry Brown
vetoed Senate Bill 28, which
would have significantly
increased fines for using a
cell phone without a hands-
free device while driving
or texting while driving. It
also would have penalized
bicyclists for using a cell
phone while biking.

In his Sept. 6 veto mes-
sage, Brown wrote, “I cer-

tainly support discouraging
cell phone use while driving
a car, but not ratcheting up
the penalties as prescribed
by this bill.

For people of ordinary
means, current fines and
penalty assessments should
be sufficient deterrent.”

The measure’s author,
State Senator Joe Simi-
tian (D-Palo Alto), called
the veto “a lost opportu-
nity to save more lives.”

See Cell phones, page 22
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PEO’s NUTTY LADIES
WANT TO THANK
EVERYONE WHO

HELPED MAKE THE

2nd ANNUAL NUTTY LADIES
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
A ROUSING SUCCESS!

Mountain Harvest Market
Fairway Market
Idyllwild Pines Camp
Camp Maranatha
Chris Singer/Silver Pines Lodge
Peg Van Herpen & Family
Our Hardworking Volunteers
Our Supportive Community

See you at PEO’s
“Nutty Ladies’ Nut Sale” in
October & November in front of
the Idyllwild Post Office!

PEO, Supporting
Women’s Scholarships Since 1910.
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CSA 36 unable to answer finance gquestions

three children’s field trips
last month.

Sonnier questioned the
size of the preschool pro-
gram and its funding. She
inquired whether there was
still a question whether the
provision of preschool ser-
vices was a recreational activ-
ity. Sonnier asked if the new
management had a policy
that differed from ICRC’s
provision of the service.

“| still have some objec-
tions,” replied committee

By J.P.Crumrine
Editor

chair of the Idyllwild Com-
munity Recreation Council
(ICRC), asked the commit-
tee many questions, mostly
about finances and costs.
For example, Lewis want-
ed to know the source of
funding for the additional
county staff seen helping
GeGe Beagle, recreation
direction for the program
and how much public fund-
ing, either directly from the
county or from CSA 36
reserves, was used for the

5N

The County Service Area
(CSA) 36 Advisory Com-
mittee returned to Town
Hall for its monthly meet-
ings. Last week’s session
was sparsely attended. The
fervor and aggressiveness
on display at its special
July meeting were totally
absent.

Attendees Kathy Lewis
and Dawn Sonnier, acting

(from left) Vice Chair Bob Schraff, Chair
Carol McClintic and Reba Coulter listen
attentively.

During audience questions, County Service
Area 36 secretary Annamarie Padula (far left)

takes notes and Advisory Committee members Photo by J.P. Crumrine

Lodging
Directory of Idyllwild

Edelweiss Lodge « www.1cabin4u.com
Romantic cabins ¢ Kitchens ¢ Fireplaces
25055 Marion Ridge Dr., P.O. Box 1747, 659-2787

Wilder Cabins-on Strawberry Creek
Kitchens ¢ Cable sTransportation to Trailheads ¢ Pets Welcome
54550 So. Circle Dr. » 659-2926 « www.wildercabins.com

member Reba Coulter.

However, in the absence
of either Bill Brown or Mi-
chael Franklin, none of the
members had the current
budget or expenditure data
to answer the numerous
inquiries.

Beagle, the local recre-
ation director, reported that
August had been a very
full month and the Labor
Day weekend events were
especially well-attended. The
Sunday Rotary Barbecue

Motorcycles

Continued from page 1

liability concerns,” he noted.
Of interest to Hill residents
who have expressed annoy-
ance with loud tricked-up
bike mufflers, Meyer said
that CHP has authority, un-
der the vehicle code, to cite
motorcycles for excessive
noise or modified mufflers
that are designed to enhance
a bike’s growl.

Meyer said CHP has no
specific statistics to show the
effectiveness of the sweeps.
“We just want them to know
we're there and we’re watch-
ing and, of course, ticket-
ing”

Marshall Smith
can be reached at
marshall@towncrier.com.

The Fireside Inn & Cabins ¢ Fireplaces,
TV/DVD players, pets welcome ¢ 1-877-797-3473
54540 North Circle Dr. « www.thefireside-inn.com

Alhatti Private Christian Resort

A private Christian setting  Lodging, Weddings, Conferences
23551 Hwy. 243 « (951) 659-2066 » www.alhatti.com

Idyllwild VVacation Cabins
Private Vacation Cabins ¢ Secluded ¢ Hot Tubs ¢ (951) 659-5444
www.idyllwildvacationcabins.com e vacationcabins@Ilive.com

The Bluebird Cottage Inn

on 3 ac. « www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com ¢ Dogs welcome
26905 Hwy. 243 « (951) 659-2696

Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals
Top Rated « Views ¢ Creek ¢ Pets ¢ Spas ¢ Fireplaces ¢ Clean!
26345 Delano Dr. « www.quietcreekinn.com ¢ 800-450-6110
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Check out our Lodging Directory
Website at www.towncrier.com

served more than 400 meals
and the Monday morning
PEO [Philanthropic Educa-
tional Organization] break-
fast served 100 more meals
than in 2010, according to
Beagle.

She is also working with
the embryonic seniors’
group to host another movie
night, scheduled for Friday,
Sept. 23. “Despicable Me,”
with local Elsie Fisher, will

be featured that night.

She also told the commit-
tee that several prospective
instructors had approached
her about offering classes
through the recreation pro-
gram. These will begin later
this month. Examples of
what will be available in-
clude cooking and yoga.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.
com.

Churches and Spiritual
Centers Directory |
of Idyllwild y

Chapel in the Pines Christian Fellowship
Interdenominational, Pastor Wally Boer.
Sunday Worship Service & Sunday School, 10am
+ plus Weekly Studies. Call for info, 659-0097, 659-2038. *
On Hwy 243 at Morning Sky School in Mountain Center.

——

Christian Science Church
25970 Cedar St. at River Drive, 659-2511. Sunday school,
10 a.m.; Service 10 a.m.; Wednesday meeting, 7 p.m.
Christian Science Reading Room, in church building, open to
the public, Wednesday through Friday, 2 - 5 p.m.

——

Community Presbyterian Church
54400 N. Circle Dr. 659-2935 ¢ Rev. Richard Olson

* Sunday Worship - 9:30 a.m. + |
Celebration: 5th grade & under during worship ~

Child care available » Wednesday: Men's Breakfast — 6:15 a.m.

[dyllwild Bible Church

25860 Highway 243, Pastor Tim Westcott.
A Family Friendly Bible Based Fellowship. *
Sunday Worship & Nursery Care, 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship, Nursery Care & Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.

Mid-week Bible Studies & Youth Groups.

Hymn Singing 6:30 p.m. 2nd Sunday

Call Church Office for Information. 659-4775

Queen of Angels Roman Catholic Church
+ 54525 N. Circle Dr., P.O. Box 1106, Idyllwild, CA +
Father Charles E. Miller
Mass Schedule: Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.;
Sat. 4 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. + 10 a.m.;
Confession: Sat. 3:30 p.m. or by appt. 659-2708

——

st. Hug

fi’s Episcopal Church +

An Anglican House of Prayer for all people
Rev. Gordon Scheible ¢ Sunday Service, 10:00 am

25525 Tahquitz Dr. (in Fern Valley off South Circle Dr.)
Phone (951) 659-4471

[ ¢ e
Spiritual Living Center
Idyllwild Religious Science
26120 Ridgeview Dr. (the Courtyard Building) 659-3464.
Dr. Betty Jandl. Classes available - contact Church;
Sunday service, 10:00 a.m. Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.;
+ Teen group, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Sundays. *

Shiloh Christian Ministries

~ FULL GOSPEL ~ |
54968 Upper Pine Crest ‘
Pastor Kristeen Bandelin 659-2416 i
+ Sunday Worship 10 am - Wed. Bible Study 7 pm * ‘
International Healing Rooms of Idyllwild
First three Tuesdays., 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 659-5255

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
58900 Apple Canyon Rd., Mtn. Center, CA 92561
Zen Buddhist Retreat Center & Monastery
* Under the direction of Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi. +
SUNDAY PROGRAM 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m
Including silent meditation, Buddhist service, lecture 8< lunch. Meditation

instruction available. Call 659-5272 or 3275 for info. www.zmc.org

+

&%
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Call Forest Care Now.

1.888-883-THIN with Forest Care

No Obligation

CALL NOW to learn .
how we are working with the It's nature the way it was meant to be.

Mountain Communities Fire Safe Forest Care helps you thin the trees on your property and mimic the density

Council o provide full abatement they would have achieved if forest ecology ran its natural course. What does that mean for you?
of your mountain residence. A property that is greener, safer from fire, and naturally beautiful.

Take a look at your property with fresh eyes. Have you done everything you should
Forest Care helps meet to protect yourself from loss and keep your corner of the forest healthy?

State and County
Fire Ordinance Requirements

. ’ .
Do Fore Soice domered b perer by Here’s How Forest Care Works:
ihe Natione Forest Associalion and ihe Calfornia You'll walk your property with our licensed professional forester. Together, you'll create a custom plan for your

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.
' property. You can hire a licensed timber operator to thin and prune your trees according to your plan or you
can do it yourself. When you’ve completed the work, Forest Care will reimburse up to 75% of the cost.
o g’ﬁ
s !' "

Get the peace of mind that comes from taking action. Treat your property with Forest Care.

O NTALN
COMMLINIT

unded by San Bernardino and In Parnership with
US Forest Service Riverside Units
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On the Town

Local Dining, Arts & Entertainment

Arts & Entertainment Calendar

Arts & Entertainment Calen-
dar listings are at the discretion
of the editor. Submittal forms can
be picked up at the Town Crier.

Wednesday, Sept. 14
“Colombiana,” 7 p.m. The Rus-
tic Theatre.

Thursday, Sept. 15
“Colombiana,” 7 p.m. The Rus-
tic Theatre.
Wii games for all ages, 7-8:30
p.m.Town Hall.

Friday, Sept. 16

Visual Art Faculty Exhibition
Opening Reception, 6 pm.
Parks  Exhibition  Center,
Idyllwild  Arts (show runs
through Oct. 7).

Skeleton Crew, 6-9 pm. The
Creek House.

Change Required, 6-9 pm.
Lumber Mill.

“The Help,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-
atre.

Saturday, Sept.17
11th Annual Mountain Home
Tour, 10 am.-4 p.m. Tickets
and map at Idyllwild Monu-
ment, center of town.
Live music on the deck, |1:30
am.-2 pm,; Don & Dennis
Reed, 6-9 pm. The Creek

House.

Live music, 1-5 p.m. Karaoke
with Kathy, 7-11 pm.Jo'An’s
Restaurant.

“The Help,” 2 & 7 p.m. Rustic
Theatre.

Change Required, 6-9 pm.
Lumber Mill.

Sunday, Sept. 18

“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-
torical Exhibit, | | am.-4 p.m.
Idyllwild Area Historical Mu-
seum.

Sun Searl Brothers on the deck,
noon-2:30 pm. The Creek
House.

Live music, 1-3 p.m. Lumber Mill.

Live music, 1-5 p.m.Jo’An’s Res-
taurant.

“The Help,” 2 & 7 p.m. Rustic
Theatre.

Autumn Equinox Celebration
with music by Local Color,
4-5 p.m. Spirit Mountain Re-
treat.

Monday, Sept. 19
Children’s  Storytime,
am. Idyllwild Library.
“The Help,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-
atre.

10:30

Tuesday, Sept.20
Seniors’ Wii activities, [-2:30
p.m. Town Hall.

Breakfast Served 7am — Noonh Weekdays
7am -11:30am Weekends

Daily Breakfast $3*° (Monday-Friday)
Daily Lunch Seecials

Specials Every Night
Monday: Buy One Steak,
Get 2™ at 1/2 Price
Taco Tuesday — ¢1 each (Beef or Chicken)
Wednesday: Fried Chicken $7°
Thursday: Lasagha $8°
Friday Night: All You Can Eat BBQ Ribs $9%
Friday & Saturday: Prime Rib

NEW [TEM: BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwiches

Karaoke with Kathy Sat. 7-11 p.m.
MUSIC EVERY NIGHT IN THE BBQ AREA!

BBQ BEER GARDEN
Open every Saturday & Sunday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
5-9 p.m. enjoy dinner from our main menu along
with live music.

659-0295

“The Help,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-
atre.

Wednesday, Sept.21
“The Help,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-
atre.

Thursday, Sept.22

Bridge, 12:30-4 pm. Creek-
stone Inn. For information,
call 659-4910.

“The Help,” 7 p.m. Rustic The-
atre.

Wii games for all ages, 7-8:30
p.m.Town Hall.

Friday, Sept. 23
Outdoor Movie: “Despicable
Me” and potluck, 6 p.m.
Town Hall.
Change Required, 6-9 pm.
Lumber Mill.

Saturday, Sept.24

“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-
torical Exhibit, | I am.-4 p.m.
Idyllwild Area Historical Mu-
seum.

Live music, 1-5 p.m.; Karaoke
with Kathy, 7-11 p.m.Jo’An’s
Restaurant.

Dr. Seuss, as portrayed by Duffy

Hudson, 2 p.m. Community
Presbyterian Church.

BBQ & Dance (50s & 60s mu-
sic), 3-6 p.m. barbecue; 6-9
p.m. dance, Town Hall.

Change Required, 6-9 pm.
Lumber Mill.

Concert by A. Star & Epiphany,
7 pm. Camp Buckhorn. (A
Whole Being Weekend
event).

Sunday, Sept. 25

“Climbing Tahquitz Rock,” His-
torical Exhibit, | | am.-4 p.m.
Idyllwild Area Historical Mu-
seum.

Live music, 1-3 p.m. Lumber
Mill.

Live music, 1-5 p.m.Jo'An’s Res-
taurant.

Monday, Sept. 26
Children’s Storytime, 10:30 am.
Idyliwild Library.
Movie Night:“Of Gods & Men,”
6:30 pm. Spirit Mountain
Retreat.

Tuesday, Sept. 27
Seniors’ Wii activities, 10-11
a.m.Town Hall.

Visit idyllwildtowncrier.com/arts-entertainment-calendar/
for more Arts & Entertainment listings.

ENTREE
BEEF BULGOGI AND VEGETABLE HOT POT

SIDE DISHES

STEAMED BEAN SPROUTS

STEAMED SPINACH WITH APPLE SAUCE

EGG HOT POT

WHITE CABBAGE KIMCHI

JAPCHAE (STIR-FRIED NOODLES WITH VEGETABLES)
FISH CAKES
ROASTED SEAWEED

DESSERT
SIKHAE RICE DRINK
RAINBOW RICE CAKE

1ST KOREAN NIGHT DINNER

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 5-8 PM
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED BEFORE SEPT. 25

$35 FOR 2 PEOPLE
(EVERYTHING HANDMADE. INCLUDES DESSERT)

26600 Hwy. 243 (next to Idyllwild School)

DS BBD-2ODS

Attendees of the Art Alliance
of Idyllwild (AAI) Juried
Members’ Show were able to
purchase striking works of
art at reasonable prices dur-
ing the awards reception held
at the Grey Squirrel building.
AAI member Reba Coulter,
right, holds art chosen by a
prospective buyer.

Photo by Cid Castillo

A .8 i |

Idyllwild’s popular Artspresso Gallery showcased astriking selec-
tion of oil paintings by local artist John Cook on Saturday, Sept.
10. Attending the evening reception, from left, are Pine Cove
resident Harris Demetre, accompanied by Gloria Stypinski
from Beverly Hills, Cook and three visitors from Los Angeles:
Katja Engstrom,Vivian Woolfson and Fabiana Passos.

Photo by Cid Castillo

11th Annual
Mountain Home Tour
September 17, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Don’t miss these five unique
and interesting homes

Refreshments served
at the IAHS Museum

Idyllwild Area Historical Society
951-317-4613

HISTORICAL
SQGTIETRY

STEAKS Z SEAFOOD Z PASTA Z SALAD BAR
NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH
Wednesday - Sunday 11 a.m.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Friday & Saturday 6-9 p.m. in the lounge
& weekend afternoons on the deck

— — —

'"FREE CUP
: OF SOUP

Valid through Sun., Sept. 18 with purchase
of any entree and a copy of this ad.

951-659-0686 For Reservations
54905 N. Circle Drive | thecreekhouse.com
Great Food Z Great Drinks Z Great Music Z GREAT TIMES!




